
Public 
Notices

City of Staples   
  9A
Todd County 
Commissioners   
 9A

Obituary

Paul Vasecka

www.staplesworld.comVol. 136, No. 2       One Section

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 WorldtaplesS $125
Staples, Minnesota

Lifesaving commendation  
Staples Mayor Ron Murray congratulates four Staples 
Fire Department firefighters for saving a life during a 
fire incident at the Staples Hi-Rise on Nov. 26. From 
left, Assistant Chief Brandon Brusewitz, Captain Kyle 
Karolus, Assistant Chief Blake Gerard and firefighter 
Drew Yungbauer. Staples Fire Chief Cole Yungbauer 
said the fire attack team was investigating heavy smoke 
on the second floor of the apartment building as other 
teams were evacuating residents. They found a person 
who was unresponsive but still breathing. The victim was 
removed from the building, transported to Lakewood 
Health System and flown to a metro hospital, where he 
survived. “The best outcome possible happened that 
night,” said Chief Yungbauer. Mayor Murray said “I’ve 
talked to many of the tenants, they could not speak 
highly enough about the fire department and how it 
went down.”
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  2025-26
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Dec. 31      13    -5         Cloudy                                                       
Jan. 1       11      3     M. Cloudy                                        
Jan. 2        12     3     P. Cloudy        
Jan. 3       17    13        Cloudy  
Jan. 4       26    15        Cloudy    
Jan. 5       18      6     M. Sunny                            
Jan. 6       19    10        Cloudy   
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 21º Low = 5º

Happy New Year!

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2024-25
 High Low Cond.
Dec. 31    26º    23      Cloudy
Jan. 1      15       10      Cloudy                                     
Jan. 2      10        5  M. Cloudy
Jan. 3        5      -2        Sunny      
Jan. 4        5      -7        Sunny
Jan. 5      12      -6   M. Sunny
Jan. 6      16      -8         Sunny

The Staples Motley Area 
Community Foundation 
(SMACF) announced that 
$30,500 in grant funding 
was awarded in 2025 to pro-
grams and organizations 
serving the Staples and 
Motley communities.

The SMACF is a part-
ner fund of  the Initiative 
Foundation and serves as a 
philanthropic resource for 
accumulating and distrib-
uting funds that benefit the 
Staples and Motley area. 
Income from donated and 
non-endowed designated 
funds is distributed locally 
to support charitable proj-
ects, based on recommen-
dations from the SMACF 
Board.

The SMACF Board con-
siders funding proposals/

requests that align with 
one or more of  the follow-
ing priorities:

+ Strengthening Youth 
and Families: Supporting 
efforts that create positive 
opportunities for youth 
and families.

+ Improving Community 
Appearance: Enhancing the 
look and feel of  the commu-
nity to make it welcoming 
for visitors and a source of  
pride for residents.

+ Increasing Community 
Involvement and Leader-
ship: Encouraging civic 
engagement by developing 
and identifying community 
leaders and strengthening 
community connections.

During the spring grant 
cycle (October 16 - April 15), 

SMACF gave 
$30,500 in 2025

The year 2025 revealed 
solid progress in many com-
munity sectors of  Staples 
and Motley. New additions 
included the groundbreak-
ing for the Farmers Union 
meat processing facility and 
the opening of  the Lake-
wood Health System Cancer 
Center. The new Artistic 
Hall of  Fame inducted its 
first member, Stan Carlson, 
and the Staples World cov-
ered many performances 
of  music and theatre. The 
school district completed a 
long term educational and 
facilities study that resulted 
in a building referendum. In 
sports, Staples-Motley won 
the state wrestling title, as 
many other sports achieved 
a high level.

The many stories 
covered by the 

Staples World in 2025 
include:

Jan. 1 - Miranda Lape has 
recently started as Exec-
utive Director of  the Five 
Wings Arts Council. Lape 
went to college out of  state 
and found out that the arts 
scene is very different in 
other places.  “Growing up, 
I took for granted how much 
art is a part of  life,” she 
said. “Our funding of  the 
arts makes Minnesota one 
of  the best places to live.”

Jan. 8 - Grayson Amir, son 
of  Sarai Juarez and Albert 
Becerra, Sauk Centre, was 
the first baby born in 2025 in 
Staples on Jan. 2, 2025.

Jan. 15 - The Staples-Mot-
ley School Board elected 
Mary Freeman as board 
chair at their organiza-
tional meeting on Jan. 6. 

Jan. 15 - When she heard 
the news of  Jimmy Carter’s 
passing, Phyllis Paskewitz 
of  Staples immediately 
thought of  the time she 
and her husband, Bob, had 
the opportunity to attend 
one of  the former presi-
dent’s famed Sunday School 
classes at his hometown 
church.

Jan. 22 - Mandi Polito has 
opened Mandi’s Accounting 
Services in Staples.

Jan. 29 - David Jeremi-
ason has joined Lakewood 
Health System, Staples, as 
its foundation development 
officer. 

Jan. 29 - Dr. Mike Koller 
of  St. Louis, Mo., stopped by 
the Staples World to search 
the archives for obituaries 
and other information relat-
ing to his kinfolk, including 
the Goethe, Rondorf, Dyer 
and DeMund families.

Feb. 5 - The Staples-Mot-
ley School District is main-
taining enrollment numbers 
and is expecting to grow 
this year.

Feb. 12 - For mer Sta-
ples resident Amy Hunter 
is returning with an orig-
inal one-act play that she 
has written. Lamplighter 
Community Theatre will 
perform The Lost Souls of  
Ireland, which Hunter is 
also directing. “It is heart 
wrenching and powerful,” 
said Hunter.

Feb. 12 - The Staples-Mot-
ley girls wrestling team had 
two section medal winners 
and several other competi-
tors who made a good run in 
the tournament. Leah Gre-
enwaldt placed sixth at 106 
pounds and Aika Tureson 
was sixth at 170. 

Feb. 19 - Staples city 
employee Del Cole was cred-
ited with going above and 
beyond his duties, fixing 
a broken valve by invent-
ing a wrench to turn off  a 
water line seven feet under-
ground. His ingenuity pre-
vented the city from having 
to shut down water lines to 
Lakewood Health System.

Feb. 26 - Hannah Krebs is 
back safe at home after sur-
viving the airplane crash 
in Toronto where the plane 
flipped upside down upon 
landing on Feb. 17.

Feb. 26 - Put on your danc-
ing shoes and head to the 
Ten-Hi bar in Motley. On Feb. 
11, at least a dozen dance 

enthusiasts braved the 
weather for an afternoon of  
dancing to the music of  the 
Jerry and Joyce Band. “This 
is a great place to dance,” 
Jerry Morse said of  the Ten-
Hi, adding that the bar’s 
owners have always gone 
out of  their way to make the 

dance group feel welcome.
March 5 - There was a lot 

of  positive energy and ideas 
exchanged at the public 
kickoff  meeting in Motley 
Feb. 20, the first of  five ded-
icated toward working on 

2025 - The Year In Review

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Staples-Motley Business 
Manager Ellie Hill said 
the school is undertak-
ing a process to align the 
school budget with modern 
educational needs and 
the school’s Continuous 
Improvement Plan.

She said they are transi-
tioning from the process of  

“historical rollovers” where 
the school just budgets for 
the same things every year, 
to a more strategic process 
that aligns funding with 

educational needs.
“We want the budget to be 

an expression of  what we 
do every day,” said Hill.

The process will assess 
needs of  every grade level, 
student needs, teachers, spe-
cialists, career pathways, 
technical education, admin-
istration, food service and 
building and grounds. They 
will see how each part of  
the district supports the 
learning environment.

Hill said they will have 
the process complete by 
the time the school does 
budgeting in May, and will 

bring it to the school board 
in June, when they approve 
the budget.

Academic goals
Staples-Motley Teach-

ing/Learning Coordinator 
Jennifer Pantzke and Ele-
mentary Principal Ryan 
Koenigs updated the board 
on the Comprehensive 
Achievement and Civic 
Readiness goals the school 
has set.

T w o  u n m e t  g o a l s 
included preparing stu-
dents for kindergarten and 
the achievement gap. 

The kindergarten goal 

was to have 80 percent of  
incoming students to know 
at least 10 letters before 
star ting kinderg ar ten. 
They found that 73 percent 
met that goal. They will be 
expanding kindergarten 
goals to include social skills 
such as listening. “It’s more 
than just academic,” said 
Koenigs.

For the achievment gap 
goal, the school had been 
tracking the gap between 
students whose families 
receive free and reduced 

School district making budget fit 
modern education needs

See SCHOOL on page 3a

Photos of the year - Oct. 15
Dr. Sheilaine Mabanta shows U.S. Representative 

Pete Stauber the new linear accelerator in the new Lake-
wood Cancer Center.

Director Justin Edin joins the Lamp Camp Ensemble 
in their dance learned at the annual theatre camp, one of 
many highlights of local talent for the Little Red Caboose 
Variety Show on Aug. 14.

Photos of the year - Aug. 20

See 2025 on page 10a

Inside this issue:
New Year’s wishes, hopes and dreams 

SBDC business, entrepreneur training events
Four players in double figures in boys hoops win

Third, fourth grade holiday concert
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Thanks to a recent food drive at Camp Ripley, a 
donation of 476 pounds was delivered to the Motley 
Area Food Shelf (MAFS) Dec. 19. Pictured, from left: 
Pearl Dingman, volunteer; Col. Troy Fink, Camp Ripley 

Garrison Commander; Diana Miller, volunteer; Bob Miller, 
volunteer; CW2 Kaisone Ithivongkham; Ken Swecker, 
volunteer; SPC Alexander Larson; Deb Greig, volunteer. 
(Submitted photo)

Food drive at Camp Ripley

Recent reports from the 
Motley Police Dept. (MPD) 
and Morrison County Sher-
iff’s Office (MCSO) included 
the following:

D e c.  1 2  -  M o r r i s o n 
County deputies assisted 
the MN State Patrol with a 
crash at Hwy 10 and Azure 
Rd., Cushing. According 
to the report, a 2007 Chev-
rolet Taho SUV, driven by 
Randy Lee Bakken, 66, of  
Sebeka, was eastbound on 
Hwy 10 at Azure Rd, when 
his vehicle ran off  the road-
way and into the median. 
Bakken and his passenger, 
30-year-old Brandon Joel 
Frank of  Minnepolis, were 
transported to Lakewood 
Health System Hospital in 
Staples. Both had non-life 
threatening injuries. Other 
responders included Ran-
dall Fire Dept., and Mayo 
Ambulance. Road condi-
tions: snow and ice.

Dec. 15 - Motley Police 
received a call regarding 
the theft of  a purse and 
iPod taken from a vehicle 
at  Cedar St. E., Motley. The 
items were valued at $300.

Dec. 11 - Motley Police 
responded to a crash at 316 
Hwy 10 S., Motley. No inju-
ries or damage reported.

Dec. 16 -  The MCSO 

re c e ive d  a n i m a l  c o m -
plaints at the 1900 block of  
East River Rd., Motley.

Dec. 13 -  The MCSO 
called out Motley Fire for 
mutual aid at 11862 Cty 32 
SW, Motley, in Cass County.

Dec. 10 -  The MCSO 
received a call from Cass 
County requesting Motley 
Fire and Rescue be paged 
out for an incident at Hwy 
64 and 112th St. SW in 
Motley.

Dec. 22 - Motley Police 
issued a speeding citation 
to Gordon Arvid Mitchell, 
70.

Dec. 22- Motley Police 
issued a speeding citation 
to Ofelia Garcia, 49.

Dec. 19 - Motley Police 
received a report that 
heavy snow took down part 
of  the fence at the Motley 
Fairgrounds.

Dec. 21 -  The MCSO 
received a report of  harass-
ment at the 3600 block of  
270th St., Cushing.

Dec. 20 - A Morrison 
County deputy responded 
to a report of  a driver 
that was all over the road 
at the 1600 block of  320th 
St., Cushing. Subsequently, 
Amy Sue Guyre, 50, was 
arrested.

Motley area law enforcement

Twin Cities Orthopedics 
(TCO) orthopedic surgeon, 
Dr. Paul J. Crowe, will be 
providing orthopedic care 
to Lakewood Health System 
patients in Staples, starting 
in January, 2026.

Crowe received his medi-
cal degree from Washington 
University School of  Medi-
cine, which is located in St. 
Louis, Mo. His residency 
was completed at State Uni-
versity of  New York-Upstate 
Medical Center and he com-
pleted a fellowship in spine 
surgery at the University of  
Toronto Sunnybrook Medi-
cal Center. He is a member 
of  the American Academy 
of  Orthopedic Surgeons; 
Minnesota Medical Asso-
ciation; Minnesota Ortho-
paedic Society; Hennepin 
County Medical Society; 
Mid-America Orthopaedic 

Association; North Ameri-
can Spine Society; and the 
State of  Minnesota Medical 
Services Review Board.

As an orthopedic sur-
geon, Crowe specializes in 
treating disorders of  the 
spine, orthopedic fracture 
care, joint reconstruction, 

and joint replacement revi-
sions. He emphasizes the 
importance of  individual-
ized care, making sure each 
of  his patients feel comfort-
able before, during and after 
their treatment. Crowe is a 
Top Doctor and was voted a 
top orthopedic surgeon by 
his peers in Mpls. St. Paul 
Magazine

Crowe joins an outstand-
ing team of  TCO orthopedic 
specialists currently pro-
viding care at Lakewood: 
Drs. Jonathan Cooper; Paul 
Diekmann; David Gesen-
sway; Benjamin Gulli; and 
Peter Holmberg. 

To schedule an appoint-
ment with Dr. Crowe, call 
218-894-8259, or talk with 
your primary care provider.

 

Dr. Paul J. Crowe to provide 
spine and orthopedic care at 
Lakewood Health System

Dr. Paul J. Crowe

Lion Tom Crawford 
captured these photos 

recently of the ‘Lights in 
the Pines’ display at Pine 

Grove Park in Staples. 
Featuring a variety of 

holiday scenes and 
thousands of  lights, 

the display was open 
weekend evenings from 

Thanksgiving through De-
cember. It was sponsored 

by the Staples Lions and 
Discover Staples.

Lights in the Pines

Central Lakes College Workforce 
Solutions is excited to announce the 
return of  its professional develop-
ment series, Leadership and Man-
agement for the 22nd Century. The 
four-part series begins in January 
2026 and is designed to help current 
and emerging leaders strengthen 
their ability to drive positive change 
within their organizations.

Leadership and Management 
for the 22nd Century is a hands-on, 
cohort-style program that combines 
practical skill-building with mean-
ingful reflection and discussion. Each 
session focuses on a different aspect 
of  effective leadership, helping par-
ticipants grow their capacity to lead 
with confident and clarity.

The 2026 sessions include:
o Session 1: Leading with Impact 

- The Art of  Communication and 
Conflict Management Jan. 16, 2026, 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: CLC Brainerd 
Campus, Room E208

o Session 2: Cultivate and Con-
nect: Crafting Company Culture and 
Employee Engagement Jan30, 2026, 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., CLC Brainerd 
Campus, Room E203

o Session 3: Sustainable Success - 
The Road to Change and Continuous 
Improvement,Feb. 13, 2026, 8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., CLC Brainerd Campus, 
Room E203

o Session 4: Summit Session - Cul-
mination and Determination, Feb. 27, 
2026, 8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m., CLC Brain-
erd Campus, Room E203

Each participant will complete a 
CliftonStrengths for Leaders assess-
ment, leadership development plan, 
employee engagement plan, and 
change roadmap, ensuring the expe-
rience leads to actionable growth and 
measurable outcomes.

The series will be instructed by 
Katie Heppner, Regional Director 
of  the North Central Small Busi-
ness Development Center at Central 
Lakes College. Heppner brings years 
of  experience in leadership develop-
ment, team performance, and organi-
zational growth. “Now more than ever, 
our workforce needs adaptive, empa-
thetic and forward-thinking leaders,” 
Heppner said. “This series equips 
participants with both the mindset 
and the management skills to lead 
effectively in today’s fast-changing 
environment.”

To register visit: https://mnscu.
rschooltoday.com/public/costoption/
class_id/306405

Questions about the workshop can 
be directed to CLC Workforce Solu-
tions at 218-855-8118 or training@
clcmn.edu.

CLC, SBDC leadership and 
management series

The North Central Small 
Business Development 
Center (SBDC) at Central 
Lakes College is hosting 
two webinars in early 2026 
to help new and growing 
business owners feel confi-
dent as they take their next 
steps. These online sessions 
are designed for people who 
want to start a business or 
are thinking about apply-
ing for a small business 
loan. Each webinar breaks 
down important topics into 
simple, easy-to-understand 
steps.

Starting a Small 
Business 101 

Webinar
This practical, no-non-

sense webinar from the 
North Central SBDC walks 
you through the key steps 
of  starting a small busi-
ness in Minnesota. It covers 
business planning, regis-
trations, financing basics, 
and simple marketing strat-
egies to help you reach your 
customers. You will leave 
with a clearer path forward 
and resources you can use 
right away.

o Jan. 22, 2026 at 12 p.m. 
on Zoom

o March 19, 2026 at 12 p.m.  
on Zoom

Lender Ready 
Webinar

T h e  N o r t h  C e n t r a l 
SBDC’s  Lender  Ready 
Webinar helps entrepre-
neurs understand what it 
takes to secure financing 
with confidence. This ses-
sion explains the main 
parts of  a strong loan pack-
age, including financial 
statements, business plans, 
projections, and other key 
documents. It shows people 
how to approach a lender 
prepared and professional. 

o Feb. 19 at 12 p.m. on 
Zoom

o April 2 at 12 p.m. on 
Zoom

Students, alumni, and 
employees of  Central Lakes 
College may attend for free 
through the Raider Family 
Discount. To register and 
lear n more, visit www.
nor thcentralsbdc.com/
workshops- and-events and 
click “Workshops.”

SBDC webinars 
coming up

Thank you
for reading 

the 
Staples World

Lakewood Health System, 
Staples, welcomes Elizabeth 
Redemske, Doctor of  Chi-
ropractic (DC), to its chiro-
practic team.  

Originally from Pequot 
L a k e s ,  D r.  Re d e m s k e 
received her undergradu-
ate degree in exercise sci-
ence from the University 
of  Minnesota Duluth and 
her Doctor of  Chiropractic 
degree from Northwestern 
Health Sciences University. 
She is a member of  the Min-
nesota Chiropractic Associ-
ation.

Dr. Redemske is well-
ve r s e d  i n  d ive r s i f i e d 
techniques,  T hompson 
drop-table technique and 
Activator Methods® with a 
focus on family and pediat-
ric chiropractic care. She 
is also board-certified in 

physiotherapy techniques 
to support soft tissue health, 
including heat therapy, cup-
ping, electrical stimulation 
and instrument-assisted 
soft tissue mobilization.

“I’m excited to offer holis-

tic care to a rural community, 
and building lasting rela-
tionships with my patients,” 
said Dr. Redemske.

Outside of  work, Dr. 
Redemske enjoys spending 
time with her family and 
being outdoors. She can 
often be found bow hunt-
ing, fishing and gardening, 
or taking her two children 
on ranger rides with her 
husband. Dr. Redemske also 
enjoys traveling, exploring 
new places, reading and lis-
tening to audiobooks.

To schedule an appoint-
ment with Dr. Redemske, 
call 218-894-8259. She will 
be seeing patients at Lake-
wood’s Pillager clinic, and 
starting in March, she will 
also see patients in the 
Browerville clinic.

Elizabeth Redemske is 
newest chiropractor at 
Lakewood Health System

Dr. Elizabeth Redemske
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Looking back
SCHOOL continued from page 1a

College-ready students, 
graduation rates hit goals
meals and those who do 
not. Although progress was 
made, the goal was not met. 
The school is setting a new 
goal for this category to 
look at the achievement gap 
for students who receive 
special education services. 
They will also try to reduce 
the number of  students who 
need special education ser-
vices.

Goals that were met 
was having all students 
col le ge-ready or  work-
force-ready by graduation. 
The school recorded 97 per-
cent of  seniors had estab-
lished a personal learning 
plan with career pathways. 
Graduation rate goals were 
also met, with the past five 
years ranging from 92 to 95 
percent of  students gradu-
ating.

A new goal is being set to 
prepare students to be life-
long learners.

Another new goal is for 
students and staff  to iden-
tify Cardinal priorities. In 
the first test of  that, the stu-
dents met the goals but staff  
did not.

Transportation
Staples-Motley Trans-

portation Director Norby 
Klimek gave the school an 
update on his department. 
He said the school buses 
traveled 193,000 miles for 
regular bus routes in the 
past year, with 64,000 miles 
for special education and 
43,000 miles for extracurric-
ular activities.

“We’re a pretty mobile 
district,” said Klimek.

He said bus drivers are 
starting to use new elec-
tronic time clocks and 
get training materials on 
e-learning days when they 
are not needed on the roads.

Klimek said the school 

buses have reported five 
stop-arm violations this 
year, when vehicles drive 
past a bus with their stop 
arm out. He said one of  the 
stop-arm violation cases 
went to court last spring, 
and the technology helped 
get a conviction on that one. 
School buses have cameras 
that show when the driver 
turns on the warning flash-
ers and when the stop arm 
is deployed. The cameras 
can then identify any vehi-
cle that passes a bus when 
the stop arm is deployed.

Klimek said the district 
is saving money by having 
its own wrecker to pick up 
buses that break down, and 
by doing their own in-house 
repairs. Future improve-
ments will include a new 
fuel island and the removal 
of  an old storage garage.

In other news, the 
board

Approved negotiation 
settlement of  the 2025-27 
principal/administrator 
master agreement

• Approved Paul Mithun 
as weight room supervisor

• Approved fundraiser 
requests  from Student 
Council, FFA and ProStart

• Approved CLC farm 
lease agreement

• Approved certified staff  
seniority list

• Accepted resignation of  
Penny Sebring, paraprofes-
sional

• Koenigs said the elemen-
tary school is looking for 
ways to make connections 
from school to home. He 
said a breakfast event was 
successful, with bringing 
45 family members to the 
school to have breakfast 
with their students.

75 Years ago - 1950 
o Dec. 28, 1950 - George 

Lehner, Todd county trea-
surer, was arrested Wednes-
day, Dec. 27 , on a warrant 
charging misappropriation 
of  $1,688.62 in county funds, 
according to J. H. Wolter, 
county sheriff.

o Dec. 28, 1950 - Staples 
postoffice was one of  the 
busiest places in the whole 
city during the Christmas 
season, in that the mail-

ing of  letters and parcels 
through the of fice was 
about the highest on record, 
according to the count of  
the canceling machine at 
the office.

A total of  84,465 letters 
was cancelled from Decem-
ber 16 to Dec. 23, according 
to postoffice personnel.

The largest day at the 
of fice foe cancellation 
was on Dec. 18 when the 
machine registered 16,065 
cancellations. The smallest 
day of  the period was on 
December 23 when an even 
2,000 cancellations were 
made.

These cancellations do 
not include the enormous 
parcel post mailing of  the 
same period.

On Dec. 18 more than 100 
sacks of  parcel post were 
sent out from the local 
office. Postoffice personnel 
had to return to the office 
after their dinner hour and 
worked until long after nine 
o’clock to get the packages 
sacked and ready for the 
early morning trains.

o Dec. 28, 1950 - Daily 
newspapers  last  week 
reported that Sgt. Laurence 
Ostroski of  Moran town-
ship, has been wounded in 
Korea. Date, time and place 
was not given nor had his 
parents received such infor-
mation up to last Thursday.

Sgt. Ostroski was 19 
years old and had been in 
the army a little more than 
a year. He was home on fur-
lough in July, but it was cut 
short when he was ordered 
to report back for duty .

He left immediately for 
Korea where he had since 
engaged in the fighting.

o Dec. 28, 1950 - Sat. Dec. 
30. Two Ten Tavern. Herb 
Beckner and his Dixieland 
Band. New Years Eve Dance 
at Two Ten Tavern, Sunday, 
Dec. 31. Music by Al Berndt 
and his Vagabonds.

o Dec. 28, 1950 - Skate 
Sharpening. We have just 
installed a new skate sharp-
ening machine and can 
give you the best service 
possible. Skates sharpened 
for only 35 cents. Anderson 
Hardware, Staples.

 50 Years ago - 1975
o Dec. 25, 1975 - Robert A. 

and Joan D. Doll, operators 
of  the Dairy Queen store in 
Staples, have won American 
Dairy Queen Corporation’s 
Silver Cone Award, accord-
ing to an announcement by 
Harris Cooper, president.

The Silver Cone Award 
reco gnizes  that  Doll ’s 
store recorded a 500 gallon 
increase in mix usage over 
the previous year.

o Dec. 25, 1975 - Winners 
in the Jaycee-sponsored 
home lighting contest were 
announced this week, with 
judging being carried out in 
two categories: traditional 
and religious. First place in 
the religious category was 
won by the Fran Volesky 
home at 516 Sixth Street N. 
Runners-up in this category 
were the Methodist Church, 
and the Mary Rondorf  

Home. 
o Dec. 25, 1975 - Winner in 

the traditional division of  
the home-lighting compe-
tition was the home of  the 
Paul Metzlers on Nebraska 
Ave. S. The display features 
painted cut-outs of  Santa 
and his sleigh and reindeer, 
a revolving Christmas tree, 
and other cut-outs. Honor-
able mention in the tradi-
tional category was won 
by Bud Haskin and Lester 
Wert.

o Dec. 25, 1975 - Show-
ing at the New Continental 
Theatre in Wadena Thurs-
day - Wednesday, Dec. 25 
- 31: Benji, rated G. Benji 
is the most entertaining 
family picture of  our time. 
On Sat. & Sun., “The Land 
That Time Forgot,” starring 
Doug McClure. Rated PG. 
Both films are in Color.

o Dec. 25, 1975 - Greet the 
new year with Happy Hol-
iday Savings at Sunshine 
Warehouse Market in Sta-
ples. Glazed donuts, 6 for 59 
cents; Caraway Rye Bread, 
1 lb. loaf, 49 cents; 7-Up or 
Coke, 28 oz. bottles, 5/$1.00; 
Jumbo 28 oz. jar of  Skippy 
Peanut Butter, $1.29; Elf-
Jar Fish, Spiced Cutlets, 
Large 22 oz. jar, $1.39; Mac-
aroni and Cheese Dinners, 
4 boxes/$1.00; Folger’s or 
Butternut Coffee, 3 lb. can, 
$3.39; Lambrecht’s Pizzas, 
large size, 59 cents.

 25 Years ago - 2000
o Dec. 28, 2000 - The Sta-

ples City Council was in an 
increasing mood Tuesday 
night. The council, minus 
Mayor Mike Goff  and coun-
cil member Glennda Kotula, 
increased several items, 
from wages to electric fees 
to water and sewer rates.

But they held the line 
on taxes, okaying a tax levy 
for the coming year that is 
down one-quarter of  one 
percent.

o Dec. 28, 2000 - New 
Year’s Eve Dance, Sunday, 
Dec. 31, 2000 - 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
at the Staples High School 
Gym. Live music by: Fish 
on the Wall. Also music by a 
D.J. Admission: $4. Refresh-
ments provided.

o Dec. 25, 2000 - Ring in 
the New Year at Ten Hi in 
Downtown Motley! Sat-
urday, Dec. 30, Dance to 
Boomerang. Midnight Lun-
cheon, Party Hats and all 
the trimmings.

o Dec. 25, 2000 - New 
Year’s Eve Specials at the 
River Inn, Aldrich. Featur-
ing our special menu: Sea-

food Platter, $11.95; Steak & 
Lobster, $21.95; Ribs, $9.95; 
Fillet Mignon, $10.95. Make 
your reservations now at 
218-445-8141. Dance to Live 
Music by: Live-N-Uncut. 
Open New Year’s Day, 4 p.m. 
- closing.

o Dec. 25, 2000 - Rayme 
Edwards of  Staples and 
Derek Dilly of  Henning are 
the first recipients of  the 
Joseph Plut Scholarship 
offered by the Central Lakes 
College Foundation.

Each will receive $500 for 
educational use at Brainerd 
and Staples community and 
technical college during the 
spring term that starts Jan. 
8.

Edwards is a 1996 gradu-
ate of  Staples Motley high 
School and has attended 
CLC since the summer 
session of  2000. She has 
attained a 3.72 grade point 
average in pursuit of  an 
Associate of  Arts degree. 
Her future career consider-
ations include psychology, 

English and photography.

10 Years ago - 2015
o Dec. 31, 2015 - The Sta-

ples Motley boys basket-
ball team clamped down on 
defense, holding Long Prai-
rie-Grey Eagle to 17 points 
in each half, defeating them 
46-34 on Dec. 22. 

o Dec. 31, 2015 - With an 
American Idol, multiple 
state champions and other 
major accomplishments, 
the Staples area had a stel-
lar 2015. Several local insti-
tutions  hired new leaders 
and three major expansion 
projects were announced. 

o Dec. 31, 2015 - Top sto-
ries in Motley during 2015 
included a ribbon cutting 
ceremony held Oct. 10, at 
the new skate park located 
on the west side of  Converse 
Park; and the completion of  
the city’s new Water Treat-
ment Plant, located near the 
corner of  3rd Ave. So. and 
Cemetery Road in Motley. 

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Mystery photo
Hello readers. This week’s archive photo  is  from 

1975. Do you know who this person is and perhaps the 
context of the photo? Do you have a memory to share? 
Email your answers and where you’re from to dtimbs@
staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The 
answers will be published in next week’s paper, as well 
as a new mystery photo.

Last  week’s  mystery  photo  pub-
lished  in  the March 5, 1992 edition of 
the Staples World  featured seven Sta-
ples  Area  High  School  students  that 
had participated  in a state oral German 
contest at St. Thomas University  in St. 
Paul. From  left,  front, are Sherry Bergs, 
Amy Theurer, Heidi Jasmer. Back, Sha-

na Dolezal, Karen Johnson, Sarah Bein-
horn and Justin Edwards. The students 
scored above  the 90th percentile on a 
national German  test  to qualify  for  the 
contest.

Kylie Matteson recognized her 
mother, Heidi Jasmer. Thanks for par-
ticipating in our mystery photo.

Mystery solved

Long Prairie Police
Rachel  Lee  Robick,  Long  Prai-

rie. Sale of tobacco/tobacco related 
device to children under 21 years old. 
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Julio  Chavez  Montanez,  Long 
Prairie. Driver  fails  to stop at STOP 
sign. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Alexander Gonzales Ruiz, Lares 
PR  USA.  Driving  after  revocation. 
Fine  $200.  Fee  $85.  Driver  must 
carry proof of  insurance when oper-
ating vehicle. Fine $200.

Roy Robles Vega, Long Prairie. 
Driving after  revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. Driver must carry proof of 
insurance  when  operating  vehicle. 
Fine $200.

Dept. of Natural Resources
Brian  Gerald  Voller,  Royalton. 

Game and  Fish-Licenses-must have 
license or proper paperless  in per-
sonal  possession.  Fine  $25.  Fee 
$85.

MN State Patrol
Kaitlyn Elizabeth Anderson, Vern-

dale. Speed 74/55. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Antonio  Campos,  Long  Prairie. 
No MN Driver’s License. Fine $100. 
Fee $85.

Gabriel Omar Chavez, FL. Hands 
free law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jessica Lynn Cole, Baxter. Speed 
65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Dominique  Jermicheal  George, 
St.  Paul.  No  MN  Driver’s  License. 
Fine  $100.  Fee  $85.  Seatbelt 
required. Fine $25.

John George Karnas Dubie, Wil-
liston, ND. Seat belt  required. Fine 
$25. Fee $85.

Sun Ho Kim, Narrowsburg, NY. 
Speed 94/70. Fine $70. Fee $155.

Tucker  Virden  Kuhlmann,  Sauk 
Centre.  Speed  79/70.  Fine  $40. 
Fee $85.

John Clayton Martineau, Zimmer-
man. Speed 86/70. Fine $60. Fee 
$85.

Javier Montanez-Morelos, Long 
Prairie. No MN Driver’s License. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Karina  Marie  Morales  Banks, 
Browerville. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Landyn  Matthew  Randt,,  Siren, 
WI. Speed  88/70.  FIne  $60. Fee 
$85.

Maddox Davis Restad, Alexandria. 
Window tint. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Anthony  Freeman  Richmond, 
Maplewood.  Speed  86/70.  Fine 
$60. Fee $85.

Evit  William  Schleder,  Wadena. 
No MN registration. Fine $100. Fee 
$85.

Dylan  John  Witzel,  Alexandria. 
Window  restr ict ions-windshield 
tinted or glazed. Fine $50. Fee $85. 
Window tint (less than 50% light trans-
mission). Fine $50.

Osakis Police Dept.
Cade Adam Schultx, Hawley. Driv-

ers  license-operate  motor  vehicle 
after  license suspension/revocation/
cancellation. Fine $200. Fee $85. 
Speed 70/60. Fine $40.

Sauk Centre Police Dept.
Pedro  Sarmiento  Mar t inez, 

Sauk  Centre.  MS-traf f ic-dr ivers 
license-driving after suspension. Fine 

$200. Fee $85.
Staples Police Dept. 
Zachary Andrew Kocon, Hewitt. 

Speed 45/30. FIne $60. Fee $85.
Rocio Fernanda Mendoza Marti-

nez, Staples. Driving without a valid 
license for vehicle class or type. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Cory Alexander Schmitz, Staples. 
Drivers  license-instruction  permit 
violation-persons under 18 years or 
older. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff’s Office
Eduardo  Alonzo  Botello  Tovar, 

Long  Prairie.  Speed  85/55.  Fine 
$100. Fee $185. Driver must carry 
proof of  insurance when operating 
vehicle. Fine $200.

Dakota Ann Marie Ebnet, Bertha. 
Driver must carry proof of  insurance 
when operating vehicle. Dismissed. 
Expired registration. Fine $30. Fee 
$85.

Andrea  Nerelly  Gonzalez,  Cla-
rissa. Driving after  revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

Makail  David  Schroeder,  Brow-
erville. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200.  Fee  $85.  Uninsured  vehi-
cle-driver violation. Fine $200.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County December 
17, 2025.

Steven David Dominguez, Long 
Prairie. Domestic assault-bodily harm. 
Dismissed. Obstruct legal process-in-
terfere w/Peace Officer. Sentenced. 
Supervised  probation,  1  yr.  Local 
confinement (90 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 
88 days for 1 yr credit for time served: 
2 days). Fine $50. Fee $75. Criminal 
damage to property in the 4th degree. 
Dismissed.

Carisa Cheyenne Haviland, Hewitt. 
Issue dishonored check-value more 
than $250-$500. Continued  for dis-
missal. Unsupervised probation, 1 yr. 

Jennifer  Ann  Or th,  Swanville. 
Assault-3rd degree-victim under  four. 
Convicted. Community work service, 
36 hours  for  indeterminate. Super-
vised probation, 5 yr. Local confine-
ment  (150 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 0 
days credit  for  time served: 1 day). 
May have work release or sentence to 
serve if qualifies under Sheriff’s rules. 
Child  torture. Dismissed. Malicious 
punishment of a child. Dismissed.

Kayla  Rose  Thieschafer,  Long 
Prairie. Drugs-5th degree-possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia 
residual-not cannabis/hemp. Local 
confinement  (90 days,  stay 0  yr 0 
mo 0 days  for  time served: 9 days). 
Supervised  probation,  4  yr.  Fine 
$200.  Drugs-store  chemical  sub-
stances  in  the presence of child or 
vulnerable adult. Dismissed. Endan-
ger child-permit present sale/poss 
cont. Sentenced. Local confinement 
(364 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 274 days 
for 2 yr credit for time served: 9 days). 
Supervised probation, 2 yr. Fine $50. 
Fee $75. Contempt of court-willful 
disobedience to court mandate. Dis-
missed. 

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County December 

Todd Cty. court 
report Dec. 24

16, 2025.
Priscilla Sarah Perez, Long Prai-

rie.  Unreasonable acceleration  or 
braking. Sentenced. Fine $200. Fee 
$75.

Logan  James  Ayres,  Staples. 
Domestic assault. Continued. Super-
vised probation, 2 yr. Fine $100.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 15, 2025.

  Denzel  Aroni  Santos  Yanes, 
Willmar. No proof of  insurance. Dis-
missed. Speed  40/30.  Fine  $40. 
Fee $75.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A Benson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-

ber 11, 2025.
Nathaniel  Jon Kettner, Willmar. 

3rd  Degree  DWI-Operate  Motor 
vehicle-alcohol concentration 0.08 
within  2  hours.  Sentenced.  Local 
confinement  (364  days,  stay  334 
days for 4 yr credit for time served: 1 
day). Fine $50. Fee $505.

Michael  Eugene  Hangge,  Sta-
ples. Harassment-violate restraining 
order. Continued. Unsupervised pro-
bation, 1 yr.

Benjamin Troy Saizl, St. Cloud. 
Malicious Punishment of a child-child 
under 4 yr. Dismissed. Assault-3rd 
degree-victim under 4. Dismissed. 
Disorderly  conduct.  Sentenced. 
Local confinement  ( 90 days, stay 
0 yr 0 mo 88 days for 1 yr credit for 
time served: 2 days) Supervised pro-
bation, 1 yr. Fine $100. Fee $75.

The North Central Small 
Business Development 
Center has announced the 
Spring 2026 schedule for 
Marketing Mor nings, a 
monthly series designed to 
give small business owners 
simple, practical tools to 
strengthen their marketing 
efforts. Each session runs 
from 8 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. and 
is offered both virtually 
and through local Watch 
Parties hosted by economic 
development  par tners 
across the region.

This spring’s topics were 
chosen to match the real 
marketing challenges and 
emerging trends for entre-
preneurs. Sessions include:

o Jan. 9: Introducing 
Answer Engine Optimiza-
tion

o Feb. 6: Quick Wins with 
Canva

o March 6: Setting Up 
Email Campaigns

o April 10: Google Ads 
Overview

o May 1: Telling Cus-
tomer Stories and Testimo-
nials

Marketing Mor nings 
continues to be offered at 
no cost.

E n t r e p r e n e u r s  a n d 
small business owners 
can register to attend Mar-
keting Mornings at www.
nor thcentralsbdc.com/
workshops-and-events.

SBDC Marketing Mornings
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By Sgt. Jesse Grabow
Minnesota State Patrol

Question: I ’ve heard 
about some snow plows get-
ting hit out on the highway 
this winter. Can you remind 
people what they should 
be doing when sharing the 
roads with our plow driv-
ers?

Answer: For people to 
stay safe around plows, they 
just need to practice good 
common sense and have 
some patience.

• Give Space: Stay at least 
10 car lengths (about 200 
feet) behind a plow.

• Avoid Snow Clouds: 

Never drive into the cloud 
of  snow and spray behind 
a plow.

• Be Patient & Slow Down: 
Plows work slowly (20-30 
mph) to clear roads; slow 
down to a safe speed for con-
ditions.

• Stay Alert: Plows may 
drift over the centerline or 
partially into traffic, and 
their wing plows can extend 
10 feet out from the truck.

• Don’t Pass: Passing is 
dangerous due to hidden ob-
stacles and the plow’s width; 
let operators pull over when 
it’s safe.

• Use Your Lights: Turn 
on your headlights and turn 
off  cruise control.

Ask a trooper
Snow plow safety 

If  your family is any-
thing like mine, part of  the 
Christmas ritual—perhaps 
too much of  it?—is about 
wish lists, and the gifts giv-
en or received on Christmas 
Eve or Christmas morning. 
We may be especially extrav-
agant when it comes to cer-
tain people in our lives, like 
children or grandchildren.

When it comes to the 
tangible things that can be 
w r a p p e d 
a n d  p u t 
u n d e r  a 
C h r i s t -
mas tree, 
or stuffed 
i n  a n 
oversized 
stocking, 
I ’ m  f a i r -
l y  e a s y 
to please. 
P e r h a p s 
that’s due 
t o  b e i n g 
in the up-
p e r - m i d -
d l e - a g e d , 
grandparent stage of  life. A 
book on a subject that inter-
ests me, a subscription to a 
favorite magazine, or a tool 
for one of  my several hob-
bies, can be as pleasing as 
something big-ticket, or ex-
otic. Of  course, my children 
can see a downside in this, 
telling me—as they often 
do—“You’re so hard to shop 
for; you have everything 
you need.”

In addition to the tan-
gible things wished for by 
members of  my family this 
Christmas, I have been con-
sidering a number of  intan-
gibles. Not just for myself, 
but things that might be 
valued by those who share 
my outdoor interests, and 
my feelings about the plac-
es where we pursue them. 
Here are several such wish-
es, which I’m confident I 

would not be alone in want-
ing to come true. 

Near the top of  this wish 
list would be a commitment 
by our nation’ leaders to 
maintaining the nation’s 
heritage of  public lands: 
its national parks, national 
forests, national wildlife ref-
uges, monuments, wild and 
scenic rivers, the dedicated 
places where we hunt, fish, 
camp, hike, observe wildlife, 
and do similar things that 
renew us. 

More than at any time 
in recent memory there is 
an attitude among some in 
Congress and on the Execu-
tive side of  the federal gov-
ernment that these lands 
are a luxury that we can do 
without, that they should be 
sold off  to private parties 
for commercial purposes. 
Sigurd Olson, Minnesota’s 
most famous conservation-
ist, and champion of  the 
canoe country wilderness, 
made one of  the best ar-
guments for maintaining 
them: ”Wildness to the peo-
ple of  America is a spiritual 
necessity, an antidote to the 
high pressure of  modern 
life, and a means of  regain-
ing serenity and equilibri-
um.”

Fortunately, there are 
active and well-organized 
groups championing the 
retention of  these public 
lands. Groups like the Izaak 
Walton League, Backcoun-
try Hunters and Anglers, 
the Nature Conservan-
cy, and numerous others. 
These places need not all 
be untouched wilderness, 
nor need they exclude mul-
tiple-use of  some of  their 
resources, such as selective 
timber harvest that regen-
erates forests and benefits 
many valued wildlife spe-
cies, including those we 
hunt. But these lands will 

lose their value for outdoor 
recreation and scientific 
study if  they pass into pri-
vate ownership. 

Wishing at a closer-to-
home level, it’s time for the 
Minnesota Department of  
Natural Resources to com-
plete or update the manage-
ment plans for its Wildlife 
Management Areas, partic-
ularly the largest of  these 
that receive the most inten-
sive use. Together they en-
compass some 1.3 million 
acres of  diverse habitats—
acquired largely with hunt-
ers’ license fees—that are 
intended to be managed by 
the DNR to maintain wild-
life populations, and offer 
such public recreations as 
hunting, angling, wildlife 
watching, Nature study, and 
other compatible recre-
ations.

Of  particular impor-
tance will be the DNR’s 
commitment to managing 
these lands first and fore-
most for wildlife values, 
their founding mission. 
The DNR was taken to task 
in 2023 by the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service when that 
agency temporarily with-
held more than $2 million 
in federal grant funding 
because of  concerns that 
the DNR was placing a 
higher priority on meeting 
timber sale targets than it 
was on managing timber 
harvest to benefit wildlife. 
In an unprecedented whis-
tle-blowing, more than two 
dozen current and former 
DNR wildlife managers had 
protested the DNR’s timber 
harvest policies, claiming 
that they were hurting rath-
er than benefiting wildlife. 
We will hope that DNR lead-
ership has taken this lesson 
to heart.

While on the topic of  tim-
ber harvest, many believe 

that the DNR should revise 
its minimum age for aspen 
harvest on state-owned 
lands, raising it from the 
current 40 years to 50 years, 
or older. This might reduce 
the number of  state-owned 
aspen acres available for 
harvest, but would ensure 
that there will be more ma-
ture aspen trees to provide 
for the needs of  a diverse 
array of  wildlife species, 
among them such key spe-
cies as whitetail deer and 
ruffed grouse. 

I’m also wishing—fer-
vently—that  people  in 
charge of  our nation’s en-
ergy policy will think twice 
about abandoning efforts to 
encourage development of  
alternatives to fossil fuels: 
oil, gas, and coal. Already 
there have been all-but-com-
plete wind energy projects 
shut down by executive or-
der, and incentives for so-
lar power generating cut in 
federal legislation passed in 
2025. Regardless of  whether 
you agree that vehicle and 
power plant emissions are 
contributing to unwelcome 
climate changes, it’s an un-
debatable fact that oil, gas, 
and coal are not inexhaust-
ible. Fossil fuel required a 
tropical prehistoric planet 
and millions of  years to 
produce it. There will be no 
more fossil fuel produced 
under current conditions. 
Adopting the mantra “drill, 
baby, drill,” and discour-
aging the development of  
alternative fuels to supple-
ment fossil fuels, is depress-
ingly short-sighted. 

There are some can-
didates for my short list. 
Hopefully the year that lies 
ahead will be filled with 
good things—serious, or 
light-hearted—that you’re 
wishing for.

Several wishes for the new year

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

Quote of  the week

“Aim at heaven and you will 
get earth thrown in. Aim at 
earth and you get neither.”

— C. S. Lewis

Quote of  the week

“I’m just a dreamer, 
I dream my life away.”

— Ozzy Osbourne

Quote of  the week

“Change is inevitable. 
Growth is optional.”
— John C. Maxwell

Quote of  the week

“If  at first you don’t succeed, 
try, try again. Then quit. 

There’s no point in being a 
damn fool about it.”

— W. C. Fields

Quote of  the week

“The greatest danger in times 
of  turbulence is not the 

turbulence - it is to act with 
yesterday’s logic.”
— Peter Drucker

Quote of  the week

“The bad news is time flies. 
The good news is 
you’re the pilot.”

— Michael Altshuler

Quote of  the week

“It’s a new dawn. 
It’s a new day. It’s a new life, 

for me. And I’m feeling good.”
— Nina Simone

Quote of  the week

“Kindness, kindness, 
kindness. I want to make a 

New Year’s prayer, not a 
resolution. I’m praying for 
courage.” — Susan Sontag

Quote of  the week

“It is never too late to be 
what you might have been.”

— George Eliot  

Quote of  the week

“Expect the unexpected, 
and whenever possible, 

be the unexpected.”
— Lynda Berry

By Deb Brown
Saveyour.town

When rural people talk about what 
makes their places great, “natural re-
sources” leads the way. Some survey 
comments included:

• Early California history, nearby 
state and national parks, access to 
coastal areas, agricultural roots, near 
Silicon Valley and the SF Bay Area.

• National parks, Natchez Trace 
starts here. A lot of  outdoor recre-
ational opportunities.

• Nearby lakes, hunting opportu-
nities, strong ag sector, equals other 
businesses can survive, viable tax base.

And as the last comment said, it’s 
not just scenery.

• Farming, ranching, mining, and 
forestry fuel our local economies. 
When stewarded wisely, these resourc-
es become long-term launchpads for 
rural success. 

Community Connection: Our 
Social Superpower

Plenty has been written about 
small-town social bonds, but survey 
respondents dig deeper. Small towns 
often have strong “like-with-like” ties, 
but what really moves the needle is a 
broad sense of  community connection.

A few of  those comments were:
• Strong sense of  community; grow-

ing arts scene; historic assets; some 
new schools; some new large and small 
businesses; some good downtown or-

ganizations throughout the county.
• The people are resilient. Noth-

ing knocks them down permanently. 
Those who live here are dedicated to 
the community, even when they don’t 
know what to do.

• We formed an arts council and are 
doing small things in our community 
that make a difference.

There’s real magic when these 
connections turn into action, like in 
Okolona, MS, where an impromptu 
walkabout became a brainstorming 
session for new murals and projects. 
That’s rural connection in real time, 
showing up as one of  our top assets.

Workforce Woes—and Wins
Ask rural entrepreneurs about 

their secret weapon, and workforce 
comes up again and again. Yes, finding 
enough good people is a struggle, espe-
cially when it’s often tangled up with 
local housing and childcare shortages. 
However, a good workforce, no matter 
how small, is fiercely valued. Here’s 
what they said:

• Good workforce, great schools, ad-
equate supply of  housing, good paying 
jobs.

• There are lots of  employment op-
portunities.

• Viral remote worker campaign and 
the first county in the state of  Missis-
sippi to be ACT Workready certified.

Jefferson, Iowa’s beloved coffee 
shop, bumped starting pay to $15 an 
hour, saw 47 applications roll in over-
night, and made it work easily by 

nudging up specialty coffee prices by 
a quarter.

Proof  positive that rural solutions 
are anything but boring—they’re bold, 
creative, and people-powered.

Surprise Asset: Broadband 
Breakthroughs

Here’s a twist from the past decade: 
broadband, once everyone’s top head-
ache, is now a rising asset. Our 2015-
2019 surveys racked up broadband 
complaints; today, more folks talk 
about their fiber connection as a point 
of  pride or share the story of  how 
their town is closing the gap. Here’s a 
few remarks:

• If  you love to hike, hunt, or go fish-
ing, this is a perfect spot. Also, we have 
fiber optic WiFi.

• For being in a town of  less than 
700 people, our best assets are a small 
four-year accredited Christian college, 
a small PreK-8th grade school, and a 
fantastic internet service provider, 
Haviland Broadband.

Take McKee, Kentucky. Every home 
and business has had high-speed fiber 
since 2014, thanks to relentless locals 
like Keith Gabbard and their cooper-
ative, People’s Rural Telephone Coop-
erative.  

Curious about the wide range of  ru-
ral strengths and how communities 
are turning assets into opportunity? 
Dive into the ten years of  Survey of  
Rural Challenges results and catch the 
spirit—and practical steps—of  rural 
innovation at saveyour.town.

Natural resources drive rural economies
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12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
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MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  
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• Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 
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and more today!
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Jan. 1
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 
this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Jan. 2
Women’s oPen aa Recov-

eRy meeting Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 
level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

Jan. 4
celebRate RecoveRy gRouP 

meetings  Sundays, 6 p.m., 

at Motley Free Methodist 
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

Jan. 6
olD time Dance is held 

the first Tuesday of  every 
month at the Wadena VFW. 
For information, call 218-
639-0132.

Ruby’s PantRy will be held 
Tuesday, Jan. 6, from 4:30 - 
6 p.m. at the parking lot of  
Central Lakes College in 
Staples.

exPeRience stRength anD 
hoPe aa gRouP mtgs in sta-
Ples   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mark Your Calendar

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

The Staples World will be closed 
Thurs., Jan. 1 and Fri., Jan. 2, 2026.

Happy New Year!

Staples World 
Subscription Rates (1 year)

  •LOCAL (4 county area)........$53
   (Todd, Wadena, Morrison, Cass)
  Minnesota ................... $58
  Out-of-State. ............... $63
  Foreign........... on-line only
  Student ....................... $43
    (9 months, print, in-state only)
  Online only ................. $50
  Print w/online ............. $76

Stop at our office, mail us a check, call; 
or go online to pay by credit card. 
(PayPal accepts major credit cards)

The Staples World is  $1.25 per issue.

224 4th St. NE, 
Staples, MN

218-894-1112
www.staplesworld.

com

Subscription rates are going up....
Last year’s prices good  through January 31, 2023 

on NEW or RENEWAL subscriptions. 
(Renewal postcard prices honored)

Staples-Motley fourth grade students played recorder flutes and finger cymbals for their Christmas concert. (Sta-
ples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Third grade kazoo band

Staples-Motley third graders, above, and fourth 
graders, left, incorporated drums into their holiday con-
cert on Dec. 11. (Staples World photos by Mark Ander-
son)

Little drummer students

Staples-Motley third grade students all played kazoos for a song in their holiday music program. 

Fourth grade musicians

Central Lakes College 
Dental Hygiene Program is 
now accepting patients in 
its on-campus dental clin-
ic at the Brainerd campus. 
Beginning February 2026, 
dental hygiene students 
will begin seeing patients 
on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 8:30–11:30 a.m. 
Offering high quality pre-
ventive care at significantly 
reduced rates.

Under the supervision of  
licensed dentists and den-
tal hygiene faculty, students 
will provide a wide range of  
preventive services, includ-
ing oral assessments, radio-
graphs, cleanings (prophy-
laxis), fluoride treatments, 
sealants, and personalized 
patient education. Scaling 
and root planing services 
are planned to be added 
next year. 

As a teaching clinic, ap-
pointments are longer than 
traditional dental office vis-
its, typically around three 
hours and some patients 
may need multiple appoint-
ments. To ensure the best 
learning environment for 
students, patients should 
have had a dental cleaning 
within the past five years. 
Individuals with more com-
plex periodontal needs may 
be better served next year 
or in private practice.

“When you sit in our 
chairs, you’re not only 
r e c e i v i n g  a c c e s s i b l e , 
high-quality preventive 
care, you’re also making a 
meaningful difference in 
the lives of  our students, ” 
said Katie Thalberg, CLC 
Director of  Dental Hygiene.

Community members 
are invited to schedule ap-
pointments or learn more 
about available services.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, contact CLC Dental 
Clinic: 218-855-8254; Email: 
clcdental@clcmn.edu

For a list of  service fees 
and other information, go 
to www.clcmn.edu/den-
tal-clinic/

CLC 
accepting 
patients 
for dental 
hygiene
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“After Christmas Devotional”
Pastor Don Reigstad, Lincoln Evangelical Free Church, Cushing

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

w
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5
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

Someone once said, “Nothing’s over like 
Christmas when it’s over.” 

Most of the Christmas story from the 
Gospel of Matthew takes place AFTER 
Christmas. Shoot. The tree is dropping 
all its needles and colored lights seem 
so passe. (Only white lights allowed after 
Christmas.) Bags of wrappings are set out 
for the garbage collection and the eggnog 
is going bad. (Was it ever good?) Retailers 
are on to Valentine’s Day. Nothing is over 
like Christmas when it’s over.

Now, it’s after Christmas. But have you 
forgotten that “The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas” begin after, not before, Christmas? 

(No doubt because the idea was conceived 
by the religious, not the retailers.) Twelve 
days after Christmas, leading to a celebra-
tion of the arrival of the Magi. Wise men 
who were late for Christmas. Maybe it’s 
okay to miss the hoopla. 

Your Christmas is also over. I pray that 
like the wise men who came after Christ-
mas:

 1. You still seek Jesus;
 2. You still bow before Him;
 3. And that you still give Jesus your 

best gifts.
Thanks for your time. Pastor Don
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9:00 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310   Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Verndale

MASS: Saturday

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday...................................10 a.m.Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598
Catholic Church

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

Now, after Jesus was born…” (Matthew 2:1)

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

Obituary

P a u l  ( B u t c h )  G a r y 
Vasecka, 84, passed away 
December 5, 2025.

A Celebration of  Life is 
planned for early May, 2026.

Paul was born November 
22, 1941, to Charles and Fern 
(Krogh) Vasecka in Staples.  

He is survived by his 
wife of  61  years,  Etta 
(Ament) Vasecka; one son, 
Byron (Katy) Vasecka; one 
daughter, Bonnie (David) 
Kirby; four grandchildren, 
Niki (Tom) Craft, Alex Tivis, 
Emma Vasecka and Tess 
Vasecka; three great-grand-
children, Corbin Craft, 
Brock Craft and Claire Tivis 
and two sisters, Barb Peter-
son and Fran (Ivan) Judd.

He was preceded in death 

by his parents and one 
brother, Vernon Vasecka. 

Arrangements are by 
Dare’s Funeral and Crema-
tion Services.

             w2c A00006B2025DC31

Paul Vasecka

  
Paul (Butch) Gary Vasecka 

November 22, 1941-December 5, 2025 

Paul Vasecka, 84, was born on November 22, 1941, in Staples, Minnesota to Charles and Fern 
(Krogh) Vasecka.  He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Etta (Ament) Vasecka; his children, 
Byron (Katy) Vasecka and Bonnie (David) Kirby; his grandchildren, Niki (Tom) Craft, Alex Tivis, 
Emma Vasecka, and Tess Vasecka; his great-grandchildren, Corbin Craft, Brock Craft, and 
Claire Tivis; and his siblings, Barb Peterson and Fran (Ivan) Judd. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles Vasecka and Fern (Mike) Swenson, and 
brother, Vernon Vasecka. A Celebration of Life is planned for early May 2026. 
Arrangements are by Dare’s Funeral and Cremation Services

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

The Staples World will be closed 
Thurs., Jan. 1 and Fri., Jan. 2, 2026.

Happy New Year!

Staples World 
Subscription Rates (1 year)

  •LOCAL (4 county area)........$53
   (Todd, Wadena, Morrison, Cass)
  Minnesota ................... $58
  Out-of-State. ............... $63
  Foreign........... on-line only
  Student ....................... $43
    (9 months, print, in-state only)
  Online only ................. $50
  Print w/online ............. $76

Stop at our office, mail us a check, call; 
or go online to pay by credit card. 
(PayPal accepts major credit cards)

The Staples World is  $1.25 per issue.

224 4th St. NE, 
Staples, MN

218-894-1112
www.staplesworld.

com

Subscription rates are going up....
Last year’s prices good  through January 31, 2023 

on NEW or RENEWAL subscriptions. 
(Renewal postcard prices honored)

AscendRural announces 
the launch of  the Ascen-
dRural Senior Care Com-
munity Cohort,  a new 
innovation program for 
senior care entities in cen-
tral Minnesota and other 
rural communities across 
the country. Community 
collaborators will forge 
connections with other 
cohort members, build 
capacity to test new solu-
tions, and receive support 
in implementing and track-
ing those solutions.

Cohort members will 
also have a chance to test 
new technology solutions 
in an upcoming pilot, serv-
ing as a guiding voice to 
shape the solutions for the 
rural-specific senior care 
challenges they face. The 
pilot will have three main 
areas of  focus:

• Care systems and work-
force capacity

• Social connection and 
engagement

• Daily living, safety, and 
aging at home

“Innovation can trans-
form lives for the better, 
and AscendRural is making 
sure those benefits extend 
to the 46 million Americans 
who live in rural areas and 
are often excluded from 
pilot opportunities,” said 
Melissa Kjolsing, Manag-
ing Director of  AscendRu-
ral. “Nearly 20 percent of  
rural residents are over age 
65, and compared to seniors 
in urban areas, they expe-
rience higher rates of  
chronic illness, disability, 
isolation, and premature 
mortality. With this com-
munity cohort, our rural 
senior care providers will 
get a rare chance to apply 
rural-focused innovations 
to these challenges.”

The AscendRural Senior 
Care Community Cohort 
is seeking rural organiza-
tions in its central Minne-
sota service area, as well 
as nationally, who work in 
senior care to apply. Cohort 
members will receive:

• A pathway to partici-
pate in real, funded pilots 
with vetted technologies

• A meaningful voice in 
shaping the direction of  
national technology sourc-
ing

• Early ownership and 
influence over the solutions 
brought to their region and 
organization

• Tools, templates, and 
frameworks designed spe-
cifically for innovation in 
rural contexts

• A peer network of  orga-
nizations facing similar 
challenges and opportuni-
ties

• Actionable insights that 
can be applied immediately 
in their own programs and 
services

Senior care organiza-
tions are encouraged to 
apply for the cohort now 
through January 9, 2026. 
Final cohort selections will 
be announced January 21, 
2026. Cohort members will 
also be able to attend the 
AscendRural 2026 Summit 
in late March in Minneap-
olis, where they will meet 
and learn about potential 
tech partners and pilot 
solutions for senior care.

To learn more or apply 
to the AscendRural Senior 
Care Innovation Accelera-
tor program, visit https://
w w w. a s c e n d r u r a l . o r g /
senior-care. For inquiries 
regarding the application 
process, contact melissa.
kjolsing@sourcewell-mn.
gov.

About AscendRural
AscendRural is a tech-

nology-driven innovation 
hub dedicated to boosting 
well-being in rural Amer-
ica. Initiated by Sourcewell, 
it embodies their commit-
ment to helping commu-
nities thrive. We bring 
together local leaders and 
the innovation commu-
nity to fund and facilitate 
technology pilots in rural 
communities. Our goal is 
to address accessibility, 
availability, and affordabil-
ity issues while accounting 
for what makes rural com-
munities unique. For more, 
visit www.ascendrural.org.

Sourcewell’s 
AscendRural 
starting senior 
tech group

Thank you
for reading 

the 
Staples World
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Above, Eli Rutten attempts a shot while getting 
pushed in the back and hit on the arm, but still pushing 
back with an arm on an opponent’s face. Below, Noah 
Larson muscles through the inside defense of DGF.

Mid-air battles

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
wrestling team took the 
Christmas break off  from 
competition, as they pre-
pare for The Clash National 
Duals, the biggest regular 
season wrestling tourna-
ment in the region. 

The team duals tourna-
ment will be Jan. 2-3 at the 
LaCrosse Center in Wiscon-
sin. This is the 23rd year of  
the tournament.

In their opening bracket, 
Staples-Motley has teams 
from Connecticut, Wiscon-

sin, Iowa, Florida and Illi-
nois, as well as two teams 
from Minnesota. After day 
one, teams will be lined up 
according to their finish in 
the opening bracket.

In other brackets, there 
are teams from Ohio, Mis-
souri, Idaho, Nebraska and 
California, as well as the top 
ranked teams from Minne-
sota.

The Staples-Motley girls 
will travel to a tournament 
in Fergus Falls on Jan. 3.

Cardinals to 
wrestle in national 
tournament

The Staples-Motley girls 
basketball team struggled 
against a 7-1 Dilworth-Glyn-
don-Felton team who is in 
first place in the Heart Of  
Lakes Conference.

Guards Chloe Larson 
and Sophia Luna did a good 
job of  handling the ball, but 

the Cardinals struggled in 
finishing shots against a 
taller team.

Team results
Staples-Motley 30, DGF 

73
Scoring: Chloe Larson 13, 

Joci Lenk 5, Sophia Luna 5, 
Hannah Cole 4, Clara Maros 3

Cardinals tested 
by top conf. team

The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team jumped 
out to a lead against Dil-
worth-Glyndon Felton on 
Dec. 22 and never let them 
back into the game, main-
taining a 10 point lead after 
the first few minutes of  the 
game. The final score was 
73-60.

DGF had won three Heart 
Of  Lakes Conference games 
coming into Staples-Mot-
ley, but they didn’t have an 
answer to the athletes the 
Cardinals threw at them.

Eli Rutten got the team 
off  to a good start by hitting 
an open three point shot, 
then followed that up with 
three more long shots in 
the first half. Staples-Mot-
ley had opportunities to 
score more, but missed 
several put-back shots 
after getting the offensive 
rebound. Carter Sarbaum 
broke that streak with two 
straight rebound baskets, 
then Josiah Burton hit two 

inside shots to put the team 
up by 10. Avandre Brandt 
hit a three pointer to put the 
team up by 11 at halftime, 
36-25.

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f , 
Conner Kuhns expanded 
the lead with two straight 
three point shots, then Noah 
Larson went to work inside 
for a couple of  baskets and a 
free throw as the Cardinals 
built a 16 point lead.

DGF made a run late in 
the game to get within 10, 
but Staples-Motley hit half  
of  their free throws to stay 
in the lead.

This was a good win 
against a good team for the 
Cardinals, who have started 
the season 4-3, with all three 
losses in close games.

Team results
Staples-Motley 73, DGF 60
Scoring: Conner Kuhns 17, 

Noah Larson 16, Eli Rutten 15, 
Avandre Brandt 11, Carter Sar-
baum 7, Josiah Burton 7

Four Cardinals 
hit double figures 
in basketball win

Above, Jocelyn Lenk leads a fast break while Isabel 
Cole, back left, fills a lane.

Below, Sophia Luna puts up a shot over a taller 
DGF player in the lane. (Staples World photos by Mark 
Anderson)

Cardinal hoops action

Staples-Motley cheerleaders show some new moves before a basketball game. (Staples World photo by Mark 
Anderson)
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Please mail completed form and check payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $9.85 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $25.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______
 Add $5 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed 
_______ 
“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with no mini-
mum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought 

to our attention after the second publication. 
We are not responsible for errors due to 

illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone _________________

Address  ________________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip ____________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

                                     Week of December 28, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUYMISCELLANEOUS

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi� ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERSSAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 612/332-8844
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

SW
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

Real estate
602

Apartments for 
Rent

seRvices & 
employment

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, Staples, Since 
1978: Snow Removal, Fire-
wood Sales. 218-894-2871.  
 50tfc

FoR sale
610

Parcel for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 

Luann McGrane for $85,225. 
Tenants in commen with 
3 other siblings. 1/4 parcel 
01-0035600. Contact daugh-
ter, Christine, POA, 218-639-
3173.    51tfp 

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

Rooftop 
Snow 

Removal
•Prevent ice dams
•Protect your roof

*FREE ESTIMATES*
218-296-0370

cl52-3p

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

Looking for 
a gift idea?
Consider a Gift 

Subscription to the
Staples World

newspaper.
*Gift cards available.

  224 4th St. NE
  Staples, MN



Staples World9aWednesday, December 31, 2025 Public Notices
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

4TH STREET NE (CSAH 43) IMPROVEMENTS SAP 077-643-004
CITY OF STAPLES TODD COUNTY, MN

RECEIPT AND OPENING OF PROPOSALS: Proposals for the work described be-
low will be received online through QuestCDN.com until 2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 
26, 2026, at which time the bids will be opened and publicly read at the office of  the City 
Administrator, City of  Staples, 122 6th Street NE, Staples, MN 56479.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: The work includes the construction of  approximately:

together with numerous related items of  work, all in accordance with Plans and 
Specifications. This project is subject to Prevailing Wage Rates, Truck Rentals, Disad-
vantaged Business Enterprise Goals, Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions, Buy 
American Iron and Steel Provisions, and Responsible Contractor Certification.

COMPLETION OF WORK: All work under the Contract must be complete by 
7/16/2027.

PLAN HOLDERS LIST, ADDENDUMS AND BID TABULATION: The plan hold-
ers list, addendums and bid tabulations will be available for download on-line at www.
questcdn.com or www.bolton-menk.com.

TO OBTAIN BID DOCUMENTS: Complete digital project bidding documents are 
available at www.questcdn.com or www.bolton-menk.com. You may view the digital plan 
documents for free by entering Quest project #9610208 on the website’s Project Search 
page. Documents may be downloaded for $50.00. Please contact QuestCDN.com at 952-
233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership registration, viewing, 
downloading, and working with this digital project information.

BID SUBMITTAL: A bid shall be submitted online no later than the date and time 
prescribed. For this project, the Owner will only be accepting online electronic bids 
through QuestCDN. To access the electronic bid form, download the project document 
and click the online bidding button at the top of  the advertisement. Prospective bidders 
must be on the plan holders list through QuestCDN for bids to be accepted.

BID SECURITY: A Proposal Bond in the amount of  not less than 5 percent of  the 
total amount bid, drawn in favor of  City of  Staples shall accompany each bid.

OWNER’S RIGHTS RESERVED: The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any irregularities and informalities therein and to award the Contract 
to other than the lowest bidder if, in their discretion, the interest of  the Owner would be 
best served thereby.

Dated: December 18, 2025 /s/ Mr. Jerel Nelsen
           City Administrator

Published: December 31, 2025, January 7, 2026, January 14, 2026

Finance and Commerce: December 31, 2025, January 7, 2026, January 14, 2026
                                                        2-4pnc

MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE TODD 

COUNTY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS HELD 

DEC. 2, 2025

Public Comment
Greg Hansen expressed his sup-

port for the value of the law enforce-
ment’s service to the citizens of Todd 
County and its lasting affects on 
these public servants.

Call to Order
The Todd County Board of Com-

missioners met in the Commission-
er’s Board Room in the City of Long 
Prairie, MN on the second day of 
December, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. The 
meeting was called to order by Chair-
person Byers. The meeting was 
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
All Commissioners were present.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Becker and second 

by Neumann, the following motion 
was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To adopt the agenda as 
presented.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Denny and second 

by Noska, the following motions and 
resolutions were introduced and 
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County 
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting 
Minutes of November 18, 2025 as 
presented.

Approve the resignation of Admin-
istrative Assistant II - Bilingual Maria 
Vazquez Botello, effective November 
4, 2025.

Hire Susan Thoennes for the  
FT Admin Assistant at the wage of 
$24.24 Grade 5/E step B start date 
TBD.

GAMBLING PERMIT – NWTF 
STRUTTIN BLACKBEARDS

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling 
Permit for the NWTF Struttin Black-
beards through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners approve 
a Gambling Permit for the NWTF 
Struttin Blackbeards to hold a raffle 
event at the Clarissa Ballroom in 
Eagle Valley Township at the address 
19281 Kotter Road, Clarissa, MN on 
February 7, 2026.

GAMBLING PERMIT – STAPLES 
SPORTSMENS CLUB

WHEREAS, the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling 
Permit for the Staples Sportsmens 
Club through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners approve 
a Gambling Permit for the Staples 
Sportsmens Club to hold a raffle 
event at the Clarissa Ballroom in 
Eagle Valley Township at the address 
19281 Kotter Road, Clarissa, MN on 
March 14, 2026.

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-

mous Roll Call vote: To approve the 
Commissioner Warrants number 
(ACH) 404213 through 404236 in 
the amount of $69,503.30 and (Reg-
ular) 59399 through 59425 in the 
amount of $57,162.39 for a total of 
$126,665.69.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Noska, the following 
motion as introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote:  To approve 
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH) 
807067 through 807083 and (Reg-
ular) 713612 through 713632 for a 
total of $18,285.92.

On motion by Denny and second 
by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous Roll Call vote: To approve the 
Health & Human Services SSIS War-
rants number (ACH) 601866 through 
601873 and (Regular) 518715 
through 518732 for a total amount of 
$75,763.56.

Ditch/Ag Inspector
On motion by Neumann and 

second by Denny, the following reso-
lution was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:  

Hold Harmless Agreement for 
Ditch Maintenance - County Ditch 33

WHEREAS, Cor y Larson is 
requesting to maintain approximately 
1,876 feet of CD33 located in Reyn-
olds Township, Section 29.  A Hold 
Harmless Agreement has been 
signed and submitted to the Ditch 
Authority, an onsite inspection has 
been done, and;

WHEREAS, there was a Novem-
ber 2012 Hold Harmless Agree-
ment done for this same section of 
ditch. The DNR gave their input at 
that time, on what was allowed to be 
cleaned, to protect the water level 
of an unnamed water basin on this 
section of ditch, and;

WHEREAS, applicant is allowed 
to maintain the drainage ditch to 
the original width and depth. An 
improvement by lowering or widen-
ing the ditch bottom is not allowed.  
Sediment and vegetation can only be 
removed to the extent of the original 
ditch bottom elevation. Spoil may be 
side cast and leveled, staying within 
16-1/2 feet of the ditch, or moved to 
an approved upland site, and;

WHEREAS, Unnamed Basin 
77-173W is in the maintenance area.  
Per the DNR, excavation of the outlet 
channel of this water body cannot 
alter the natural runout elevation. In 
order to maintain this elevation, a 
permanent grade control structure 
may need to be installed. If the land-
owner or his contractor cause drain-
age of the water body which results 
in a DNR violation, the landowner will 
be responsible for the costs involved 
with restoration of the basin.  If the 
landowner refuses to complete the 
restoration, the Ditch Authority will 
hire the work done and assess the 
cost only to parcels 20-0032900 & 
20-0033000.     

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, the Todd County Ditch 
Authority gives permission to Cory 
Larson to maintain a portion of CD33 

located on parcels 20-0032900 & 
20-0033000. The maintenance will 
be done on his own property at his 
own expense.  

Public Works
On motion by Noska and second 

by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by major-
ity vote with Becker and Neumann 
against: Approve attached Budget 
Request Form to amend $18,300 
within Fund 03 Public Works 2025 
Budget.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Becker, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 
FOR LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM FUNDING FOR 
BIRCHDALE TOWNSHIP

WHEREAS, Minnesota Town-
ships can apply for funding support 
for transportation infrastructure proj-
ects on Township Roads as part of 
the Minnesota Department of Trans-
portation’s Local Road Improvement 
Program which has approximately 
$47,000,000 in bond funds (with 
a cap of $1,500,000 per project) 
available for constructing or recon-
structing local roads in Fiscal Years 
2026-2028, and;

WHEREAS, Local Road Improve-
ment Program Funds can be used for 
reasonable elements associated with 
roadway construction activity and that 
all other costs associated with proj-
ect development and delivery need to 
be funded by Local Township Funds, 
and;

WHEREAS, funding may be 
requested for city projects that will 
reconstruct routes that have regional 
significance (Routes of Regional Sig-
nificance Account), and;

WHEREAS, Townships are 
required to have a county sponsor in 
order to apply for funding and Birch-
dale Township has requested Todd 
County sponsorship by Resolution, 
and;

WHEREAS, Birchdale Township 
understands that it will be responsi-
ble for all costs not covered by LRIP 
including but not limited to consultant 
engineering, right of way acquisi-
tion, construction administration and 
inspection, utility construction, as 
well as construction costs above the 
LRIP grant selection amount, and;

WHEREAS, Birchdale Township 
has agreed to maintain such improve-
ments for the lifetime of the improve-
ments, and;

WHEREAS, Birchdale Township 
requests support for submitting the 
following project for State of Minne-
sota Local Road Improvement Pro-
gram Funding as a Route of Regional 
Significance:

Alcott Drive: from the Stearns 
County Line to County State Aid High-
way 15

A BITUMINOUS IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Todd County 
Board of Commissioners does 
hereby support the Birchdale Town-
ship in their Local Road Improvement 

Program Application and that Todd 
County agrees to act as the project 
sponsor for the project should the 
township be selected for LRIP funds, 
and that such sponsorship shall 
include the following responsibilities:

#1 - Serve as the fiscal agent on 
behalf of the Birchdale Township

#2 - Request a state aid project 
number for the project 

#3 - Ensure the project meets 
milestones and dates for scheduled 
completion 

#4 - Assist the Township in execu-
tion of any grant agreement 

#5 - Assist in the development, 
review and approval of the construc-
tion plan 

#6 - Ensure that required envi-
ronmental documents and permits 
are received, and requirements are 
followed 

#7 - Submit plan, engineers esti-
mate, and proposal to the District 
State Aid Engineer 

#8 - Adver tise/let/award the 
project in accordance with state aid 
procedures 

#9 - Submit the State Aid Pay 
Requests and project grant progress 
reports to the District State Aid Engi-
neer

#10 - Communicate progress 
and updates with the District State 
Aid Engineer 

#11 - Ensure that the project 
receives adequate supervision and 
inspection to ensure that project is 
completed in conformance with 
approved plans and specifications 

#12 - Assist with project close out 
and final contract documents 

#13 - Retain project documents 
in accordance with document reten-
tion schedule

County Attorney
On motion by Noska and second 

by Denny, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote:  To sign the Board Rat-
ification Statement for Renewal of 
Professional Services Agreement 
MnCCC & STI.

Planning & Zoning
On motion by Neumann, agenda 

item 9.1 Brown Bear North Final Plat 
was tabled future meeting to get clar-
ification on the plat drawing prior to 
formal adoption.

On motion by Neumann and 
second by Noska, the following reso-
lution was introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION REGARDING 
THE ADMINISTRATION

OF THE MINNESOTA WETLAND 
CONSERVATION ACT
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 

The Sauk River Watershed Col-
laborative Watershed Based Imple-
mentation Fund (WBIF) Revised 
FY2024 Workplan 

W H E R E A S ,  To d d  C o u n t y 
approves the Sauk River Comprehen-
sive Watershed Management Plan 
(CWMP) for the area of the county 
identified within the Sauk River 
Watershed. 

WHEREAS, the Sauk River 
CWMP called for the development 
and adoption of biennial work plans, 

to be completed by a Policy Commit-
tee established via the execution of a 
joint powers collaborative agreement 
amongst partnering entities imple-
menting the Sauk River CWMP. 

W H E R E A S ,  To d d  C o u n t y 
entered into a joint powers collab-
orative agreement with partnering 
entities to implement the Sauk River 
CWMP, and under this agreement a 
Policy Committee was established 
to, amongst other duties, review and 
recommend approval of any modifi-
cations or additions to the biennial 
work plans to collaborative partner’s 
governing boards. 

WHEREAS, Todd County has 
received notice from said Policy 
Committee that: 1) The revised fiscal 
year 2024 WBIF workplan has been 
reviewed on November 20th, 2025 
and 2) the Policy Committee recom-
mends approval of the same by each 
collaborative member’s governing 
board. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, Todd County hereby 
approves the submission of the Sauk 
River Watershed Collaborative’s 
revised fiscal year 2024 workplan 
to the Minnesota Board of Water and 
Soil Resources. 

ALSO, BE IT RESOLVED, Todd 
County adopts the revised fiscal year 
2024 workplan upon approval of the 
Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources and the Sauk River Water-
shed Collaborative Fiscal Agent. 

Health & Human Services
On motion by Noska and second 

by Becker, the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote:  Approve the extension 
of the Accounting contract as pre-
sented with Jena Peterson through 
August 31st, 2026.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer 
reminded the TNT hearing was 
December 2, 2025, at 6 p.m., the 
AMC Conference was held last week 
and the preliminary audit from CLA 
will began the week of December 15.

County Coordinator’s 
Report

The County Coordinator reported 
meetings with personnel, web-
site discussion, radiothon, broad-
band, TWCC interviews, MACA and 
Paycom.

County Commissioner’s 
Report

The Commissioners reported on 
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended 
meetings including Friendly Rider, 
Rainbow Rider, MTWCHB and dis-
cussions for Moran Twp. to further 
utilize our county website.

Commiss ioner  Denny  has 
attended meetings as usual and 
encouraged persons to suppor t 
others in the community during the 
upcoming holiday and winter sea-
sons.

Commiss ioner  N osk a  has 
attended meetings including the 
TWCC and addressed concerns 
about closed captioning of the You-
Tube livestream postings.

Commissioner Byers attended 
meetings including the Opioid, Lake 
Association groups, Personnel, 
TCDC, Extension and Long Prairie 
Watershed.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  N e u m a n n 
attended meetings including the 
SRWD 1W1P, Rainbow Rider, and 
CPT.

Recess
On motion by Becker and second 

by Denny, the meeting was recessed 
to December 16, 2025.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 
VENDOR NAME         $ AMOUNT 

APPLIED CONCEPTS INC
  ............................... $12,884.50 
BUTTWEILER’S DO ALL ..... 4,972.00 
CHAMBERLAIN OIL 
 COMPANY .................... 3,260.13 
HENNEN FLOOR COVERING 
 INC .............................. 3,958.55 
INNOVATIVE OFFICE 
 SOLUTIONS, LLC ..........  2,160.08 
INTRADYN ....................... 2,166.66 
LONG PRAIRIE 
 LEADER ...................... 21,964.50 
M-R SIGN COMPANY 
 INC ............................ 12,736.69 
METAL CULVERTS 
 INC. ........................... 28,397.00 
NUSS TRUCK & 
 EQUIPMENT ................19,925.31 
41 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ...............14,240.27 
Total: .....................$126,665.69 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS

 VENDOR NAME         $ AMOUNT 
34 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000 ..............12,718.19 
BRENNY FUNERAL 
 CHAPEL .......................3,500.00 
3 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $2,000  ...............2,067.73 
Total: .......................$18,285.92 

VENDOR NAME         $ AMOUNT 
COMMUNITY AND FAMILY 
 SRVS LLC ...................$3,418.75 
GREATER MN FAMILY 
 SRVS INC .....................4,994.65 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
 OF MN - ST PAUL ...........3,998.55 
NEXUS-KINDRED FAMILY 
 HEALING ...................... 2,739.87 
NORTHERN PINES MENTAL 
 HLTH CTR INC ...............2,509.00 
PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH 
 PROGRAMS ................13,950.00 
VILLAGE RANCH INC ...... 33,874.61 
19 PAYMENTS LESS 
 THAN $,2000  .............10,278.13 
Total: .......................$75,763.56 

 On a motion by Denny and second by 
Becker, the preceding minutes of the 
County Board meeting held December 
2, 2025 were duly approved by unan-
imous vote at the Todd County Board 
of Commissioners at the Regular Board 
Meeting held on December 16, 2025..

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file: Bob Byers, 
County Board Chairperson
/s/ on file: Denise Gaida, 
Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
__________________________2pnc

Todd County Board of Commissioners

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS  HEREBY 
GIVEN: That default has 
occurred in the conditions 
of  the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
January 22, 2002

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$65,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Rich-
ard  T.  VanNor man,  an 
unmarried man

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
Washington Mutual Bank, 
FA 

DATE AND PLACE OF 
FILING: Recorded on Jan-
uary 29, 2002 as Document 
Number 406496; as modified 
of  record by Richard T. Van-
Norman and Christine Mary 
VanNorman by document 
recorded on July 31, 2019 as 
Document Number A515362 
in the Office of  the County 
Recorder of  Todd County, 
Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by 
assignment recorded on 
December 14, 2012 as Doc-
ument Number 482007 in 
the Office of  the County 
Recorder of  Todd County, 
M i n n e s o t a ;  t h e r e a f t e r 
assigned to U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, not 
in its individual capacity, 
but solely in its Capacity as 
Trustee of  Citigroup Mort-
gage Loan Trust 2022-RP3 
by assignment recorded on 
August 18, 2022 as Document 
Number A533219 in the Office 
of  the County Recorder of  
Todd County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: The South-
east Quarter of  the North-
east Quarter (SE 1/4 NE 1/4) 
lying North of  Highway #12, 

Section Thirty-three (33), 
Township One Hundred 
Twenty-nine (129) North, 
Range Thirty-two (32) West 
of  the Fifth P.M.,  Todd 
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 31326 COUNTY 
12, BURTRUM, MN 56318

C O U N T Y  I N  W H I C H 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED 
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF 
THE NOTICE: $52,442.11

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Washington 
Mutual Bank, FA 

R E S I D E N T I A L  S E R -
VICER: Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC

TA X  PA RC E L  I D E N -
TIFICATION NUMBER: 
04-0033701 and 04-0033702

T R A N S A C T I O N 
A G E N T ’ S  M O R T -
G A G E  I D E N T I F I -
C A T I O N  N U M B E R : 
1000541-3000216461-2

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: February 12, 2026 at 
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sherif f’s Office, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, Long 
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 
paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed by 

law for redemption by said 
mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is 
twelve (12) months from the 
date of  sale.  

TIME AND DATE TO 
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless 
said mortgage is reinstated 
or the property redeemed, or 
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the 
premises by 11:59 p.m. on 
February 12, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S 
OR ASSIGNS,  MAY BE 
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS 
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING OF LESS THAN 
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT 
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: December 09, 2025

U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 

NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY 

IN ITS CAPACITY AS 
TRUSTEE OF CITIGROUP 

MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
2022-RP3

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:  /s/   
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(25-1121-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
 52-5pnc
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updating the City of  Mot-
ley’s Comprehensive Plan.

March 12 - Noting a need 
for housing in the area, the 
Staples Economic Devel-
opment Authority (SEDA) 
discussed the value of  the 
city investing in housing at 
their February 25, meeting. 

“There’s not a lot of  appe-
tite for new construction,” 
said Economic Development 
Director Lucas Wakefield.

March 19 - The Staples 
Motley Athletic Hall of  
Fame will induct a group 
of  firsts in 2025, including 
the school’s first state bas-
ketball team, the first wres-
tling state champion and 
the first girls cross country 
state champions. Athletes 
are Loren Bendson, Kristi 
(Wolhowe) Halverson, Kevin 
Johnson and Alex Griffith.
Coaches are Norm Card and 
Tom Honek.Community 
contributor is Dick Bremer. 
Teams are the 1981 and 1982 
Staples boys basketball 
teams and the 2002 and 2003 
Staples Motley girls cross 
country teams.

March 19 - Sourcewell 
launched AscendRural on 
March 10, a new program 
designed to help rural com-
munities improve lives 
through technology.

March 19 - Cassie Roberts 
is the new Plant Manager at 
Trident Seafoods in Motley, 
a position she officially 
started this past Septem-
ber. She’s the first woman 
to wear this title at Trident.

March 26 -  Four Sta-
ples-Motley athletes signed 
letters of  intent to compete 
in college during a sign-
ing ceremony on March 21. 
Grant Bestland and Peyton 
Mithun will compete in golf, 
Logan Robben and Sawyer 
Ferdon signed to compete in 
track and field.

April 9 - In her first few 
months as Executive Direc-
tor of  the Five Wings Arts 
Council, Miranda Lape is 
finding that the goals of  the 
organization continue to 
be the same, with perhaps 
more of  a push for network-
ing among artists and the 
public. “There is a drive to 
connect artists with audi-
ences,” said Lape. “There is 
very strong support for the 
role of  arts in the region.”

Ap r i l  2 3  -  T h e  S t a -
ples-Motley School District 
is not seeing a budget short-
fall like many other school 
districts in the state. At the 
April 14 school board meet-
ing, Business Manager Ellie 
Hill said the school is bene-
fiting from planning ahead 
and “right-sizing” the dis-
trict so that their expendi-
tures fit their income.

April 30 - Laken Hines 
and Olivia Opheim are 
state speech champions 
while  Brynn Best land 
placed second and Walker 
Johnson was seventh at the 
state speech meet. Raina 
Mikhaeil placed 12th in her 
preliminary round and did 
not make the finals.

April 30 - Paul and Alison 
Augustinack purchased The 
Vintage golf  course in Sta-
ples.

May 7 - Staples-Motley 
Middle School students per-
formed “Dr. Experimentor 
and the League of  Evil” at 
Centennial Auditorium in 
Staples.

May 21 -  Mid-Minne-
sota Federal Credit Union 
(MMFCU) announced plans 
to purchase properties and 
build a new facility on High-
way 10 in Staples.

May 21 - The Staples-Mot-
ley High School Class of  
2025 has 21 students gradu-
ating with their AA degree, 
completing their first two 
years of  college while still 
in high school.

May 21  -  A  vehicle 
involved in a high-speed 
police chase crashed into a 

building in Motley.
An ‘Autumn Blaze’ maple 

tree was planted near the 
Staples Community Center 
May 22, in memory of  Dr. 
John Gorton who passed 
away in January.

May 28 - From Activities 
Director Josh Lee: “While 
the community has long sup-
ported its student-athletes, 
recent years have brought 
an unmistakable momen-
tum to the Staples-Motley 
activities programs. From 
increased student partici-
pation to rising success on 
the field, court and stage, 
the district’s commitment 
to excellence in activities is 
now producing results that 
are both measurable and 
meaningful.”

June 11 - After three years 
of  planning, many partners 
and hundreds of  hurdles to 
overcome, the Minnesota 
Farmers Union has broken 
ground on a new facility at 
the Staples Industrial Park, 
named Farmers Union Pro-
cessing + Meats.

June 18 -  A drive to 
update Centennial Audi-
torium was presented to 
the Staples-Motley School 
Board at their June 9 meet-
ing.

June 18 - Turner Beachy 
won the boys pole vault, 
Audrey Brownell won the 
1,600 meter run and was 
second in the 3,200 at the 
state track and field meet. 
Noah Larson was the other 
medal winner, getting ninth 
place in the 110 meter high 
hurdles. Other competitors 
were Avandre Brandt in the 
200 and high jump, Adrian 
Gomez in the shot put and 
Sawyer Ferdon in the triple 
jump and long jump.

June 18 - The ancestors of  
Ragnhild and Botolf  Hefte 
are planning a reunion this 
week, which will incorpo-
rate the early settlers of  
Byron Township and the 
Leader area.

June 18 - Carter White fin-
ished in eighth place in the 
boys state golf  tournament, 
while Walker Johnson was 
52nd in the girls tourna-
ment.

June 25 - The Staples Area 
Chamber of  Commerce is 
moving forward with a new 
web site, new events and 
new people on the board.

July 2 - After 24 years 
serving as a firefighter, 
Motley Fire Chief  Brad 
Olson decided it was time 
to retire. His official last day 
in this role was July 1, 2025.

July 2 - Three Staples 
residents voiced concerns 
about the new meat cutting 
facility being constructed at 
the Staples Industrial Park, 
including permit violations 
and odor concerns.

July 2 - The Staples-Mot-
ley School District is updat-
ing their mission and vision 
statements.

July 9 -  Shakespeare 
performed live with actors 
learning which roles they 
will play right in front of  
the audience as the perfor-
mance starts. That’s the plot 
of  Romeo and Juliet Lottery 
Style, which will be per-
formed Sunday, July 20 at 6 
p.m. at Centennial Audito-
rium in Staples.

July 9 - Rollie Penfield 
was inducted into  the 
Valley City State University 
Coaches Hall of  Fame on 
June 12.

July 23 - Paige Ahrendt 
is  now starting as the 
Staples-Motley Activities 
Director with a focus to 
improve the programs and 
enrich the lives of  students 
participating in activities.

July 30 - Stan Carlson 
is the inaugural inductee 
i n  t h e  S t ap l e s - M o t l e y 
Ar tistic  Hall  of  Fame 
and will  be celebrated 
during Railroad Days. The 
Artistic Hall of  Fame is 

to recognize significant 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a n d 
contributions to artistic 
creation in the Staples-
Motley community. Music, 
digital creation, debate, 
visual arts, dance, speech, 
writing, drama/theater 
are categories that will be 
recognized at an annual 
celebration.

July 30 - Staples Police 
Officers Dawson Waldvogel 
and Chris Goff  were honored 
at the July 22 Staples City 
Council meeting for saving 
a life during a fire incident 
on July 2.

Aug.  13  -  The Lakes 
Area Pregnancy Support 
Center (LAPS) in Staples 
is  celebrating i ts  30th 
anniversary along with 
introducing ultrasound 
services

Sept. 10 - A story in the 
Looking Back section of  
the Staples World prompted 
an investigation into a 1950 
farming incident involving 
Art Farber, who still lives in 
rural Motley.

O c t .  1  -  D e c l i n i n g 
enrollment seems to have 
been reversed at the Staples-
Motley School District, a 
trend that could continue for 
the next 10 years, according 
to Dave Bergeron of  ICS and 
consultant John Powers.

Oct. 15 - Visitors to the 
Lakewood Health System 
Cancer Center open house 
got their first view of  
the new facility that will 
officially open Oct. 23. The 
19,270 square-foot addition 
to the Lakewood Staples 
campus has 14 infusion 
rooms,  10 exam rooms 
and two radiation exam 
rooms. Two large pieces 
of  technology are the PET/
CT imaging scanner and 
the linear accelerator for 
radiation therapy.

Oct. 15 - Ronnie Noska 
is heading back to the state 
tennis tournament after 
winning the Section 8A 
singles title.

Oct. 22 - The Staples-
Motley School District is 
in the middle of  a long 
term planning study that is 
looking at future education 
and workforce needs, in 
order to develop a facilities 
plan to meet those needs.

Oct. 29 - According to 
Staples city officials, at 
least half  of  the boulevard 
trees along 4th Street NE, 
from 3rd Ave. to Warner 
Rd., will be cut down, due to 
construction plans for 2026.

Nov. 5 - Audrey Brownell 
finished in second place at 
the Minnesota State Cross 
Country Meet.

N ov.  1 2  -  B a s e d  o n 
community survey and 
input sessions, the Staples-
Motley School District was 
given a proposal to expand 
shop space at the high 
school and move the fifth 
grade classes to the Staples-
Motley Elementary School 
building. To do this, they 
are proposing a $42 million 
building referendum for 
April 14, 2026. 

Nov. 12 - Staples-Motley 
students are performing the 
comedy “A Christmas Chaos 
for their fall play.

Nov. 19 - Master Sergeant 
Izaak Schafer recently 
retired after nearly 22 years 
of  service in the Ar my 
National Guard. 

Nov. 19 - Nicole Neff  has 
fixed up a house in Staples 
to use as as a sober house for 
women. It is called The Hive, 
which opened this spring.

Nov. 19 - Three Staples-
Motley athletes signed 
to play sports for college 
pro g rams on National 
Signing Day. Colbe Tappe 
committed to play baseball 
at St. Cloud State University, 
Audrey Brownell will run 
cross country and track 
and field at the University 
of  Tulsa, and Noah Larson 

will run track and field at 
Northern State University.

N o v.  2 6  -  S t a rl i g h t 
Cannabis LLC was hoping 
to set up shop at the former 
school property in Motley, 
adapting the long-vacant 
school  into  a  moder n, 
secure cultivation site. 
That isn’t going to happen, 
as was made clear at a 
public hearing Nov. 17, led 
by Motley’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission. 

Nov. 26 - A fire at the 
Staples Hi-Rise apartments 
the evening of  Nov. 19 
resulted in one victim being 
air-lifted to a metro hospital, 
and other tenants being 
displaced due to smoke.

Nov.  26  -  Around 35 
Staples and Motley area 
businesses set up shop 
at Staples-Motley High 
School for the Hometown 
Careers Collective on Nov. 
19. Local manufacturers 
and industries showed 
students what is produced 
in the community and many 
of  them provided hands-on 
displays where students 
could see what and how 
they were produced. This is 
the first year for this event.

Dec. 3 - Housing and 
social vibrancy are ahead of  
predictions, while business 
development and marketing 
are still needed to meet 
the goals of  the Staples 
Economic Development 
Authority.

Dec. 17 - Eli Rutten scored 
26 points to lead the Staples-
Motley boys basketball team 
to a 66-54 win over Pierz on 
Dec. 12. His 25th point was 
significant because it was 
his 1,000th career point for 
the Cardinals.

Mystery solved

2025 continued from page 1a

Progress made in many sectors of Staples, Motley communities

      The Staples-Motley boys wrestling team won the state title by beating Chatfield 33-
16 on Feb. 26. 

Photos of the year - March 5

A group of hikers at the Legacy Arboretum and Nature Trail in Staples at the grand 
opening on Aug. 13.

Photos of the year - Aug. 27 Photos of the year - Oct. 8
Steph (Jares) Schmidt and Amanda (Reichel) Fox discover  their 2003 team’s 

mural at the Legacy Gym, as their team was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame.

              Avandre  Brandt  had  a  double-clutch  dunk  against  Greenway  in  the  first  boys 
basketball playoff game, avoiding the 6’10 shot blocker.

Photos of the year - March 12

Derek Wiese  looks up at  the dignitaries attending 
the groundbreaking ceremony  in Staples while posing 
for a photo with his older brother Owen and father Dustin. 
Left is U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar and right is Minneso-
ta Farmers Union President Gary Wertich.

Photos of the year - June 11

Photos of the year - March 26
Temperatures were chilly outside March 21, and 

even chillier in the water that students and faculty braved 
during  the Polar Plunge at Staples-Motley Middle/High 
School. Pictured are Braxton Cherry, Violet Dahlvang, 
Anika Mollner and Emma Lamke.


