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Contending with weather

Wind gusts reported at 40 miles per hour blew
snow across the region Jan. 22, causing visibility is-
sues for travelers. Pictured above, the snow blows from
the north along 2nd Ave. NW and Highway 10 in Sta-
ples. Temperatures dipped to near 30 degrees below
zero that day. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

SMHS 2026 Snodaze
candidates announced

Snodaze Week will be
held February 2-7, 2026 at
Staples-Motley High School.

It will be a busy week
filled with activities and sev-
eral home sporting events.

The 2026 SnoDaze Court
was announced last week.

Senior Royalty:

Eli Greenwaldt, Gabe
Kroll, Peyton Jares, Eli
Rutten, Avandre Brandt,
Adrian Gomez

Sadye Anderson, Ava
Birkholtz, Raina Mikhaeil,
Cecily Moe, Pam Lawrence,

Abby Brichacek.

Underclassmen Atten-

dants:
Juniors - Tyson Turner
and Paige Warren
Sophomores - Roman
Engebretson and Addison
Potter

Freshmen - John Schot-

zko and Kaylee Perius.

Coronation will be held
Weds., Feb. 4 at 9:15 a.m. at
Centennial Auditorium.
The Royalty Tour will begin
at 11:00 a.m.
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With temperatures well below zero, Staples Police
and Lakewood Ambulance crews help a patient who fell
illl at the Staples Community Center on Jan. 22. (Sta-
ples World photo by Mark Anderson)
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This Week’s Forecast

High Low Cond.
Jan.28 6 -12 Sunny
Jan.29 8 -13 P.Sunny
Jan.30 8 -10 Sunny
Jan.31 15 8 M. Sunny
Feb. 1 25 17 Cloudy
Feb. 2 27 18 Cloudy
Feb.3 26 16 M. Cloudy

Last Year, 2025
High Low Cond.

Jan.28 40° 22  Sunny
Jan.29 35 25 M. Cloudy
Jan.30 46 18 Sunny
Jan.31 31 21 Sunny
Feb.1 32 20 Cloudy
Feb.2 21 17 Cloudy
Feb.3 13 4 Snow

Average Temps:
H = 22° Low = 3°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCQO’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher
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Staples-Motley High School
students recognized by MSHSL

Madison Perius

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Four high school stu-
dents at Staples-Motley
were nominated for the
ExCEL (Excellence in Com-
munity, Education and
Leadership) Award, and the
Triple ‘A’ (Academics, Arts,
and Athletics) Award which
are sponsored by the Min-
nesota State High School
League (MSHSL).

Madison Perius and
Tyson Turner, juniors at
SMHS, were selected as
the school’s ExCEL Award
winners for 2025-2026. Spon-
sored by the Minnesota
State High School League,
The ExCEL Award - Excel-
lence in Community, Edu-
cation and Leadership - is
a unique recognition pro-
gram designed exclusively
for Minnesota high school
juniors who are active in
school activities, leaders
in their schools, and who
demonstrate a strong com-
mitment to community ser-
vice.

Perius and Turner will
represent Staples-Motley at

Tyson Turner

the state level for this pres-
tigious award.

Isabelle Dobson and
Noah Larson, seniors at
SMHS, were selected as the
school’s 2025-2026 Triple ‘A’
Award winners. Sponsored
by the Minnesota State
High School League, AAA
is a recognition program
designed for Minnesota
high school seniors. Stu-
dents who are active in fine
arts, athletics, who show
leadership qualities, who
are model citizens in their
community, and excel with
their academics are eligible
for the award.

Dobson and Larson will
represent Staples-Motley as
they move on to the second
round of selections at the
state level.

Below is a description of
each of the award winners.

Madison Perius

Madison Perius, the
daughter of Chris and
Jill Perius, participates
in a variety of activities
at SMHS. In the area of
sports, Madison is active in
softball and tennis, having
served as a captain in the

Isabelle Dobson

latter. She credits all of
her coaches for having
helped her achieve athletic
goals. Madison also gave
a shout-out to her seventh
grade tennis coach Justin
Edin, for helping her as she
started out in the sport.

In the area of fine arts,
Madison plays clarinet in
the Cardinal band, serving
as section leader this year.

Scholastically, Madison
has a 4.0 grade point aver-
age and is on the Honor Roll.
In addition to her regular
classes at SMHS, Madison
is involved in the PSEO
(Post Secondary Enroll-
ment Options) program,
hoping to earn her Associ-
ate of Arts (AA) degree by
the time she graduates from
high school. She would like
to go into dental hygiene,
Madison said, adding that
it’s something she’s been
interested in for many
years.

Madison enjoys giving
back to her community. A
member at Sacred Heart
Church in Staples, she has
helped out at both youth
group and other church
events, including Feed My

Noah Larson

Starving Children. She’s
been a volunteer at the
Staples Lions Easter Egg-
stravaganza event, and has
enjoyed being a ‘good neigh-
bor’ to a senior citizen who
needed assistance when
he was recovering from
an injury. She’s a member
of the Student Council at
school, and has served as a
Special Olympics Unified
Partner in the past.

Outside of school events
and her volunteer work,
Madison enjoys doing puz-
zles, and spending time with
her family. “My family loves
the outdoors,” she shared,
going on to say that they
do a lot of winter activities
together as well, including
ice fishing, snowmobiling
and skiing. “I like winter,”
Madison added.

Tyson Turner

Tyson Turner, the son
of Valerie Turner and
Brian Turner, participates
in a number of activities
at SMHS, including sports
and music.

In the area of sports,
Tyson’s been a member of

See MSHSL on page 10a

Staples-Motley enrollment increasing

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Staples-Motley Business
Manager Ellie Hill told the
board that enrollment is up
15 students from where the
school ended last year. At
the latest count, they have
946 students and Hill said
they are planning on possi-
bly going up to 968 by next
year. After that, a smaller
kindergarten class might
limit the school’s growth.

Hill said most of the
gains have been at the ele-
mentary school and they
have added an extra elemen-
tary school teacher to fit the
numbers. Hill said the high
school numbers are differ-
ent, with some students
taking PSEO college classes,
which affects the school
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enrollment count.

Hill said “We have a large
share of kids who gradu-
ate with their AA degree,”
which completes their first
two years of college.

Superintendent Shane
Tappe said since March of
last year, the school has had
90 inquiries about students
enrolling at Staples-Motley,
with 30 of them looking
into the early childhood
program. He said they are
estimating future numbers
and are aware of reports
that the Sacred Heart Area
School may be closing next
year and some families will
be looking for a new school.

“It is up to the individu-
als to make those decisions,”
said Tappe. “We would wel-
come them with open arms.”

Staples-Motley Elemen-

tary Principal Ryan Koe-
nigs said “We are trying to
be compassionate with what
they are going through. We
will not make assumptions,
if any families would like to
join us, we would welcome
them.”

Health services

School nurse Cindy Den-
ning gave a presentation
about the school’s health
services. She and Alisha
Pesola are the two school
nurses and they both work
all buildings.

She said there are a lot of
special needs students that
the nurses help on a daily
basis. “Some students need
medications, we have sick
kids, seizure kids and dia-
betic kids,” said Denning.
“We monitor them very

Cindy Denning

closely, look at their behav-
ioral needs and work with
social services.”

When students report
themselves to the nurses’
office, Denning said the

See SCHOOL on page 3a
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Escaping the cold

Two Staples couples picked a good week to head
out of town, when temperatures plummeted to nearly
30 degrees below zero the weekend of Jan. 24. Pic-
tured from left at St. Maarten, a Caribbean Island, are

Staples World

Brad and Bobbe Anderson, and Brian and Amy Winkels.
Bobbe Odden reported that the day they arrived they
experienced a 95 degree temperature change. (Sub-
mitted photo)

Speech season starts at
Cass Lake-Bena tourney

Saturday, January 17,
the Staples-Motley Speech
Team competed in the Cass
Lake-Bena Early Speech
Extravaganza, the first
tournament of the season.
This tournament doesn’t do
team rankings, but many
individual Staples-Motley

competitors were recog-

nized.

The Staples-Motley speech team competed at their

Brynn Bestland received

a first place medal in; Story-

telling and Drama. Triston
Rendon earned a first place
medal in Prose. Walker
Johnson and Maddock
Harvey earned blue ribbons
in Creative Expression and

both brought home addi-

tional blue ribbons in their
respective categories of

first season tournament, front row left to right: Raina

Mikhaeil, Brynn Bestland, Walker Johnson, Addie Potter,

Hayden Anderson, Angie Paklonsky, Kai Bestland.
Second row: Bella Hines, Charlotte Aldrich, Sadye
Anderson, Annabella Hurtig, Ava Davis, Lexa Graves.

Third row: Lexi Ann, Nadia Santos, Hailey Richardt,
Joshua Cushing, Jackson Alexander, Maddock Harvey,

Addie Brenny.

Back row: Alex Tkalcich, Matthew Jewison, Caleb

L

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

- Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
« Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
« Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
« Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

Extemporaneous Reading
and Storytelling.
Additional Blue Ribbon
winners included; Raina
Mikhaeil, Addie Brenny
and Lexi Ann in respec-
tive categories of; Drama,
Poetry and Prose. Red
Ribbon winners; Bella
Hines Discussion, Tristan
Rendon and Raina Mikhaeil,

Bestland, Christopher Mikhaeil, Lydia Tkalcich, Jack-

Great Speeches and Caleb
Bestland and Landon Zei-
gler, Humor. Black ribbon
winners; Hailey Richardt,
Original Oratory, Jack-
son Alexander and Caleb
Bestland, Prose and Sadye
Anderson in Poetry.

son Bitzer, Landon Zeigler, Meredith Hoemberg, Molly
Hoemberg, Tristan Rendon. (Submitted photo)

One-vehicle rollover
southeast of Motley

The Morrison County
Sheriff’s Office reports that
on Jan. 21, at approximately
8 p.m., their office received a
report of a one-vehicle roll-
over near the intersection
of Dove Rd., north of 330th
St., approximately seven
miles southeast of Motley,
in Scandia Valley Township.

According to the sheriff’s
office, 31-year-old Alissa
Collison of Pillager was
traveling north on Dove Rd.
Collison was going around a

curve and she lost control of
her vehicle on the icy road
surface. The vehicle went in
the ditch, rolled onto its side
and came to rest against a
power pole. Collison was
treated at the scene by
North Ambulance for minor
injuries and released.

The Morrison County
Sheriff’s Office was assisted
at the scene by the MN State
Patrol, Scandia Valley Fire
and Rescue, and North
Ambulance.

Motley area law enforcement

Recent reports from the
Motley Police Dept. (MPD)
and Morrison County Sher-
iff’s Office (MCSO) included
the following:

Jan. 16 - Motley Police
issued a citation to Paul
Anthony Blomquist, 39, for
driving after revocation.

Jan. 16 - Motley Police
issued a speeding citation
to Amber Ann Mielke, 37.

Jan. 20 - Morrison
County deputies arrested
Gregory Thomas Brunner,

30, for driving while intox-
icated.

Jan. 20 - The MCSO
received a report of a dam-
aged mailbox at the 2700
block of 270th St., Cushing.

Jan. 17 - Morrison
County deputies responded
to a report of a small SUV
that had gone through
the ice at the 31000 block
of Lakeview Dr., Cushing.
Subsequently, some thin
ice signage was installed.

Bundled up for a walk

Marlon Johnson of Staples walked along 7th St. NE
in Staples Jan. 22, braving temps nearing 25 below, and
wind gusts reported at 40 mph. Johnson said he wears
five or six layers of clothing when walking outside in ex-
treme cold and is sure to keep his mouth covered. “Peo-
ple who know me probably like that,” he joked. (Staples
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

A stop at the Spot

Jeff and Peg Winkelman of Little Falls stopped at the
Spot Cafe in Staples Jan. 22, on their way to Crookston.
Before heading back on the road, they shared some
thoughts about the cold front sweeping the region. Jeff
said he actually likes cold weather and doesn't let below
zero temps stop him from enjoying outdoor sports such
as skiing, ice skating and snowshoeing. He recalled ski-
ing in Vermont one year and when he reached the top of
the ski lift, someone had written in chalk that the windchill
was 110 degrees below zero that day. Peg said she pre-
ferred to experience extreme cold by watching it from the
window. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

E-learning school

day

Due to the severe cold Jan. 23, students at Sta-
ples-Motley public schools had an e-learning day from
home, with computers supplied by the school district.
Pictured above, studying math in Aaron Carter’s class is
Beau Carlson, 10th grade. Below is Maxx Carlson, 8th
grade, in Lisa Koenigs’ class. The Carlson brothers live in
Staples. (Submitted photos)
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Looking back

75 Years Aco- 1951

o Jan. 25, 1951 - Three per-
sons were killed instantly
Saturday afternoon at 12:10
o’clock when their automo-
bile and a Northern Pacific
light engine collided at the
Jefferson Street crossing in
the Wadena village limits.

The victims were Darrell
Meader, 22; his wife, 21; and
her brother, Marvin Wilson,
20, all of Nimrod. Meader
formerly lived at Luverne,
N.D.

The locomotive, operated
by Frank Clausen as engi-
neer and M. A. DeWald as
fireman, was enroute west
to Dilworth to pick up a
troop train.

Police at Wadena stated

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs

-o-

frosted windows on the
car apparently prevented
the driver from seeing the
oncoming locomotive. The
car was crushed on the front
of the locomotive, trapping
the victims. The locomotive
traveled about a half mile
before coming to a stop.

Triple funeral services
were held at the Oylen
church with the Rev. Ray-
mond Ewing, pastor of the
Staples Congregational
church, officiated at the ser-
vices. Burial was made in
the Poplar cemetery.

Mrs. Meader and Marvin
Wilson are a daughter and
son of Mr. and Mrs. Gene
Wilson, farmers north of
Oylen. Mr. and Mrs. Meader
were married last fall.

o Jan. 25, 1951 - The first
meeting of the West Central
Telephone Association held
in Staples on Jan. 18, was
a success from all stand-
points, according to officials
of the association.

Between 80 and 90 people
attended the meeting at the
city hall in Staples to hear
about the proposed orga-
nization of a cooperative
rural telephone association
for the people of this area.
Fred Allison, area super-
visor for the REA was the
main speaker.

o Jan. 25, 1951 - Darrell
Denny, 4-year-old son of Mr.
and Mrs. B. H. Denny of Sta-
ples, returned Friday morn-
ing from the University
Hospital in Minneapolis,
where he had been a patient
since October. He sustained
a broken leg when he was
running and fell. The break
was just above the knee.

o Jan. 25, 1951 - James
Randgaard, owner of
the Staples theatre, has
enlarged his theatre hold-
ings by the purchase of the

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 3 a
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Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from 1967. Do you know who
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory

to share? Email your answers and where

Lyric theatre at Watertown,
S.D., the transaction to
become effective on March
first of this year.

Charles Brauch, who has
been in the Staples Theatre
for a number of years will
be transferred to Water-
town. Hjalmer Randgaard,
who has been managing a
theatre at Ely for some time
will become the new man-
ager of the Staples theatre.

50 Years Aco - 1976

o Jan. 22, 1976 - Approx-
imately 300 wrestling fans
jammed the Staples High
School cafeteria last Thurs-
day evening to give recog-
nition to Don Dravis, who
that evening had just won
his 100th dual meet victory
as wrestling coach.

The celebration was
arranged by the Staples
Quarterbacks club.

Brief talks were given
by Larry Kern, represent-
ing the former wrestlers
of Coach Dravis; Paul Van
Buren, representing par-
ents in the community; and
Norm Card from the coach-
ing staff of SHS.

This year’s team cap-
tains, Tony Van Buren,
Steve O’Keefe, Dave Sowers
and Jim Johnson, then pre-
sented Coach Dravis with a
leisure suit on behalf of the
Cardinal wrestling squad
as a token of appreciation
for is outstanding efforts to
promote wrestling at SHS

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery photo published in the Feb.

14, 1980 edition of the Staples World featured mem-

bers of the FHA Executive Committee at Motley High
School (MHS). Front, from left: Roxann Holton, vice
president; Jill McAllister, flower committee. Middle:
Terri Gold, secretary; Susan Underhill, hostess; Shelly
Geurts, president. Back: Darcee White, flower; Linda

Zetah, reporter.

Lorree (Farber) Shereck, 1985 MHS grad, and
Shellie (Thorsett) Hobson, 1986 MHS grad, both of

Motley, correctly identified all except for Susan Un-

derhill, whom they thought might be a Swecker girl.
Thanks for participating in our mystery photo.

and the tremendous record
and reputation that he has
brought to the entire Sta-
ples community.

Dravis and his pretty
wife, Mary, moved to Staples
in 1963 and Dravis has been
the head wrestling coach
of the Cardinals since that
date. They have five chil-
dren, Paula, Greg, Blaine,
Jeff and Mary Jo.

o Jan. 22, 1976 - Mrs. Rena
Underhill, kindergarten
teacher at Motley Public
School, has been named
teacher of the year by the
Motley Education Associa-
tion.

Rena has been teaching
25 years of which the past
eight have been at Motley.
Before coming to Motley
she taught at Pillager and
in rural schools of Cass and
Morrison counties. Mrs.
Underhill graduated from
Motley High school as Rena
Orvis and completed her
teaching preparation as a
graduate of St. Cloud State
University.

o Jan. 22, 1976 - Sports
headlines: “Cardinals stop
Lakers 64-57, lose to Park
Rapids quint” (boys basket-
ball); “Sauer basket sinks
Verndale, Staples downed
then by C-1” (girls basket-
ball); “Card swimmers
claim victory”; “Cardinal
wrestlers remain unde-
feated with 46-15 win.”

o Jan. 22, 1976 - The Sta-
ples Varsity Swim team,
coached by Jerry Deming,
chalked up a 103-49 victory
over Fergus Falls Jan. 13.

Two new records were
set by the Varsity Cardinals,
Rich Kaste in the 200 free
style with a time of 2:15.7,
and Paul Drake in the 50
free style at 26.8.

25 Years Aco - 2001

o Jan. 25, 2001 - Amy
Peterson and Shawn Miles
were crowned 2001 Sno
Daze Queen and King at
Staples Motley High School
Monday night. Amy is the
daughter of Julie and Leroy
Peterson and Shawn is the
son of Kathy and Roy Miles.
They will reign over the
festivities this week, which
includes a Sno Daze dance
Saturday night at the Cen-
tral Lakes College campus
in Staples.

Other queen candi-
dates included Tina Blake,
Amanda Hofer, Erin
Belanger, Brigitte Koppes
and Lyndsey Williams. King
candidates included Mike
Schafer, Chad Willette, Tom
Craft, Martin Brenny and
Justin Kolling.

o Jan. 25,2001 - Fifty years
ago this month, life changed
very quickly for a group of
young men from Staples.

Their National Guard
unit, the Brainerd Head-
quarters Company of the
194th Tank Battalion, was
called up in mid-January
for active duty during the
Korean War. That call-up
included close to 20 young
men from Staples, Motley
and surrounding areas.

For at least five of the
Guardsmen, the activation
of their unit meant they
were not going to graduate
with their class of 1951.

you're from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

o Jan. 25, 2001 - Staples
Motley’s boys improved to
12-2 for the season last week
with three wins, including
an impressive 69-66 win
over Crookston Saturday
night.

o Jan. 25, 2001 - The Car-
dinal girls finally won a
close win last week. They
suffered two losses, but beat
Crookston 59-58 Saturday
night. Top scorers included
Rachel Landecker and
Stephanie Rice.

o Jan. 25, 2001 - The Sta-
ples Elementary Spelling
bee was held Jan. 18 with the
winners headed to the dis-
trict wide spelling contest.
The top fifth grade spellers
were Ann Motl, first; Jacob
Denning, second; Alyssa
Jordan, third.

10 YEears Aco - 2016

o Jan. 28, 2016 - A total of
14,040 meals were packed for
the “Kids Against Hunger”
non-profit organization Jan.
20, at the Staples Church
of Christ. Forty-three vol-
unteers of all ages partic-
ipated in the event, which
included filling bags with
rice, soy and dried vegeta-
bles.

o Jan. 28, 2016 - Hazel Dell
Library in Leader will be
featured on a few upcom-
ing episodes of Lake-
land Public Television’s
“Common Ground.”

The show features inter-
views with Leader resi-
dents Sue Lund and Ruth
Boldan, both volunteers at
the library.

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

main goal is to keep them in
school if possible. “We don’t
want sick kids in school but
we do work hard to get them
back in class if they are not
sick,” said Denning.

Other duties of the
nurses include working
with emergency response
teams and giving students
dental and vision screen-
ings. Denning said this year
they found five students
who didn’t know they were
color blind. School nurses
also do scoliosis screening
and work on hand wash-
ing skills. They help with
changing body education
for 4th grade girls and 5th
grade boys.

Denning said they have
identified around 40 to 50
students who seem to come
in more frequently. She
said those kids can now
log themselves in and can
access a cough drop or ice
pack.

Denning said this will be
herlast year as school nurse.
“I have loved my job here,”
said Denning. Superinten-
dent Tappe thanked her for
her work. “You have done

an exceptional job work-
ing with our cabinet,” said
Tappe, “we will appreciate
everything you've done.”

In other news, the

board

» Accepted retirements of
teachers Laurie Paskewitz
and Laurie Trout, both at
the end of the school year.
Paskewitz had taught 25
years at the district, Trout
has been here 11 years.

» Heard from Tappe about
working to create cashless
options for students to
make purchases, since stu-
dents mainly use their cell
phones to purchase things.

« Approved contract lane
change requrests from
Heather Wiegand, Staci
Schultz, Jake Kuehl, Rebeka
Kappedal, Emily Benson,
Selket Jewett, Kasey Odden
and Dawn Weite.

« Approved resignations
of Melissa Richards, food
service and Avery Amerud,
paraprofessional.

» Approved hire of Trevor
Wentworth and Kevin Tri-
erweiler as junior high boys
basketball coaches.

Todd Cty. court
report Jan. 21

Long Prairie Police

Edinson Medina Matos, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Isaura Margarita Turbi Perez,
Long Prairie. Driving without a valid
license for vehicle class or type. Fine
$100. Fee $85.

MN State Patrol

Stephan Alexander Cooper, Sta-
ples. Driver fails to stop for STOP
Sign. Fine 50. Fee $85.

Caleb Stephen Arcdneau, Bel-
grade. Speed 88/70. Fine $60. Fee
$85.

Willliam Kenneth Birrenkott, Alex-
andria. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Karrie Marie Cropper, Osakis.
Speed 69/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Samuel William Dehn, Little Falls.
Fail to Yield right of way. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Colby Edmondson, Marysville,
WA. Duty to drive with care. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Isabella Georgene Essen, Moor-
head. Speed 80/70.Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Wyatt Joseph Klimek, Nelson.
Hands free law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Zaal Makhatadze, Brooklyn, NY.
Hands free law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Melissa Carroll Mhanna, Fargo,
ND. Speed 88/70. Fine $60. Fee
$85.

Renette Alana Nordloef, Willis-
ton, SD. Speed 80/70. Fine 80/70.
Fine $40.

Davis Shawn Olson, Sauk Centre.
Speed 65/60, Fine $40 Fee $85.

Victoria Lynn Reinartz, Fargo,
ND. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Omar Alexander Reyes, Long
Prairie. Window restrictions. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

Bryan Sanchez, Sauk Centre.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Timothy Jesse Sotebeer, New
Prague. Speed 75/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Tanner Preston Stacy, Kendall-
ville, IN. Speed 89/70. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Hln

Past mystery solved

N

Eleanor (Scott) Hanson of New Brighton called to
say she just got the previous week’s newspaper and
recognized all the women in it, front, Georgene Falldorf
and Ardy Colianni. Back: LaDonna Peterson, Barbara

Martin and Mary Jane Friedli. “I graduated with LaDon-
na and bowled with Mary Jane,” said Hanson. “l remem-

ber all of them.”

Jordan Mae Thein, Prinsburg.
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Austin Andrew Zeyon, Fargo, ND.
No MN Driver’s License. Fine $215.
No MN registration. Fine $100.

Johnathen Jovon Bennett, Alex-
andria. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff’s Office

Zachary James Ademek-Lyon,
Bertha. Driver must carry proof of
insurance when operating vehicle.
Fine $200. Fee $85. Driving after
revocation. Fine $200.

Julio Antonio Botello Hurtado,
Grey Eagle. Dogs-prohibited. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

Nikko Michael Donovan, Eagle
Bend. Liquor consumption by per-
sons under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Ryan Allan Driehorst, Wadena.
Speed 77/60. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Santo Domingo Este, Staples.
Driver must carry proof of insurance
when operating vehicle. Fine $200.
Fee $85. Driving without a valid
license for vehicle class or type.

Kyalee Marie Fritz-Ashwood,
Baxter. Liquor consumption by per-
sons under 21. Flne $100. Fee $85.

Mason Thomas Gorghuber, Gar-
field. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Anevia Ann Hanks, Morton. Driv-
ing without a valid license for vehicle
class or type. Flne $100. Fee $85.
Speed 65/55. Flne $50.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Gail T.
Kulick in Seventh District
Court in Todd County January
8, 2026.

Natasha Paige Myers, Staples.
Financial exploitation-vulnernable
adult. Dismissed. Misusing credit
card to secure services. Sentenced.
Local confinement (90 days, stay
90 days for 1 yr). Unsupervised pro-
bation, 1 yr. Fine $50. Restitution
$6,400. Fee $125.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
A. Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County January
13, 2026.

Kaelyn Breann Holmquist, Cla-
rissa. DWI-operate motor vehi-
cle under influence of alcohol.
Dismissed. Careless driving-operate
any vehicle carelessly on street or
hwy. Local confinement (90 days,
stay 90 days for 1 yr credit for time
served: O days). Supervised proba-
tion, 1 yr. Fine $400. Fine $75.

Taylor John Huston, Grey Eagle.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85.

Christopher Orozco Juarez,
Long Prairie. Instructional permit
violation-persons 18 years or older.
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jose Guadalupe Paramo Her-
nandez, Long Prairie. Driving after
suspension. Fine $200. Fee $85.
Unlawful passing. Fine $50.

Matthew Dylan Pugsley, Wadena.
Speed greater than reasonable. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Kathryn Ann Sjerven, Eagle
Bend. Speed 75/55. Fine $70. Fee
$155.

Jessica Maria Villavicencio Soto,
Browerville. Driver must carry proof
of insurance when operating vehicle.
Fine $200. Fee $85. Driving after
revocation. Fine $200.
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Quote of the week

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be
so pleasant: If we did not sometimes taste of
adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome.”
— Anne Bradstreet

Coming soon is the
groundhog’s big day

Not everyone is good at
remembering dates that
should be important to them.
Birthdays, for instance. But
sometimes there are conve-
nient tipoffs that make re-
membering easier. I have
a close friend whose birth-
day is on Groundhog Day,
February 2nd, a milestone
that’s less than a week away.
Thanks to this reminder,
how can I forget.

This event, while not of
monumental importance to
most of the

- o -

world, has .
Inside the

become

significant Outdoors
for the _
light-heart-
ed celebra-
tion and |
publicity
that sur-§
round it, [§
eagerly [%
awaited
by win-
ter-weary ¢k
souls here
and else-
where in
northern latitudes.

In Punxsutawney, Penn-
sylvania, officials dressed
in tuxedos, black ties, and
stovepipe hats pluck from
its confinement a furry
mammal that bears the
name of Punxsutawney
Phil, and before a gathered
crowd those officials will
judge whether or not the
cute little creature can see
his shadow.

If Phil the groundhog
has seen his shadow—if
it’s sunny, in other words—
then according to Ground-
hog Day lore we can expect
six more weeks of winter.
But if Phil does not see his
shadow, we can supposedly
expect an early spring. For
the record, more times than
not Phil sees his shadow,
and thus—in theory—we
may have to trudge through
six more weeks of winter.

Depending on where in
the U.S. you happen to live,
six more weeks of winter
can be viewed as either
good news or bad. In places
with more temperate win-
ters than Minnesota’s, six
more weeks of winter might
seem like a lot. But here—
in northern Minnesota, cer-
tainly—a winter that ends
six weeks after Ground-
hog Day might seem like a
pretty good deal. Despite
the fact that winter 2025-26
will officially end on Friday,

Mike Rahn
- o -

March 20th, any long-time
Minnesotan can tell you
that the odds of spring be-
ing here to stay by that date
are not odds on which to bet
a paycheck.

Punxsutawney Phil the
Groundhog Day mascot
spends most of the year in
a climate-controlled, man-
made burrow attached to
the Punxsutawney Memori-
al Library, cared for by the
Inner Circle of the Punxsut-
awney Groundhog Club. No
hibernating needed for him.

If Phil was a truly wild
groundhog—better known
to Minnesotans as a wood-
chuck—he would be among
our very few true hiberna-
tors, along with bears, and
ground squirrels like our
native, but misnamed, Min-
nesota “gopher.” It might
seem a stretch to imagine
that hand-sized creature
and an eight pound wood-
chuck to be related, but they
are. Both fall within the
broad grouping of “ground
squirrels,” rodent family
members that burrow, and
spend much of their life un-
derground.

The woodchuck is re-
nowned for its digging abil-
ity, using short, powerful
legs and long claws to ex-
cavate tunnels and under-
ground dens, which may
differ between the warmer
seasons and winter. Under-
ground dens typically have
several entrances, increas-
ing the odds for survival
when a woodchuck is pur-
sued by such predators as a
fox, coyote, bobcat, or bear.
Hawks and owls prey on
them, too.

It’s this exceptional dig-
ging ability that at times
puts the woodchuck on a
collision course with its
human neighbors. Vegeta-
ble and flower gardens are
magnets for woodchucks,
and one can be decimated
almost overnight. Their
digging and tunneling have
been known to undermine
sidewalks, decks, and drive-
ways, at times even gnaw-
ing through underground
wires and irrigation lines.

In wilder places more
remote from man, the
woodchuck’s preferred
habitat is meadows, fields,
pastures, and the edges
of small woodlots. There
they consume grasses, wild
flowering plants, dandelion,
coltsfoot and clovers, bark
and leaves. Unlike us, their

incisor teeth grow continu-
ously—as much as 1/16th of
an inch per week—and it’s
only by prodigious eating
that this dental equipment
is kept worn down. Though
they are more strictly vege-
tarian than some members
of the ground squirrel fam-
ily—eating up to a pound
of vegetation daily—wood-
chucks are also opportun-
ists, and will eat grubs,
grasshoppers, snails, eggs,
and even baby birds.

Woodchucks are not noc-
turnal, but are wary. They
head for cover underground
when danger is sensed, and
as a result are not an espe-
cially common sight. I most
often see them as roadkill,
which is not surprising
since they often inhabit
areas near human develop-
ment; places like agricul-
tural fields, roadsides, and
fencerows.

If one can believe Wikipe-
dia, woodchuck hides were
used to make moccasins by
Native American tribes—
particularly in the East-
ern woodlands—due to the
hide’s durability. Fly fisher-
men have found both the un-
derfur and the longer guard
hairs of woodchuck pelts to
be useful in tying flies used
for trout and smallmouth
bass. The fur industry has
also used woodchuck fur
for trimming and other fur
applications on less expen-
sive garments. Poor man’s
mink, you might say.

During hibernation
woodchucks may lose up to
half their body weight, re-
lying on stored fat reserves
to sustain them until vege-
tation is available to them
in spring. So you could un-
derstand why a wild wood-
chuck might be eager to
determine the progress of
the transition from winter
to spring, and poke its head
out of its den occasionally
to get a reading on things.

Woodchuck, or ground-
hog, take your pick. By ei-
ther name the creature has
become a symbol of the
hopes of its human neigh-
bors for an end to the season
many of us find most chal-
lenging. Whether the Punx-
sutawney Phil ritual yields
right or wrong predictions,
who can say? It’s a distrac-
tion in the depths of winter,
when we need one.

And a reminder of an im-
portant date for some of us.

Quote of the week

“What good is the warmth of summer, with-
out the cold of winter to give it sweetness.”
— John Steinbeck
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Community Education has opportunities for adults

By Paige Ahrendt

Staples-Motley Community Education Director

January is a time when many of us re-
flect, reset, and look ahead. It’s a month that
encourages us to grow—and that’s exactly
what Community Education is all about.
Community Education exists to serve learn-
ers of all ages, interests, and backgrounds,
and right now our offerings reflect that mis-

sion more than ever.

Currently, our Community Education
program is full of adult-focused opportu-
nities. From fitness and wellness classes to
lifelong learning, skill-building, and enrich-
ment programs, there truly is something for
everyone. Whether you are looking to try
something new, meet others in the commu-
nity, or simply carve out time for yourself,
Community Education provides a welcom-
ing place to do so. If you have ever thought,
“I might be interested in that,” now is the
perfect time to take the next step and sign

up.

Participation is what keeps these pro-
grams strong. When community members

enroll, it allows us to continue offering a

wide variety of classes and explore new

ideas for future programming. Even trying

just one class can make a meaningful dif-
ference—not only for you, but for the con-
tinued growth of Community Education
in our area. If you are ever interested in
instructing a class, or have ideas for classes
you would like to see, please let us know.

In addition to adult programming, our

youth activities are in full swing. Our youth

sports programs are busy with practices,
games, and tournaments, keeping students
active, engaged, and learning valuable les-
sons beyond the playing field. These oppor-
tunities help build teamwork, confidence,
and a strong sense of community among
our young participants.

Community Education is about more
than classes and activities—it’s about con-
nection. It’s about creating spaces where
people can learn together, stay active, and
feel involved in their community. We en-

courage anyone who has been curious or

volved.

hesitant to take that first step and get in-

Rural areas suffering under
new health care policies

By Heidi Kolbeck-Urlacher
Center For Rural Affairs

Individuals and health
care providers face major
challenges from a trio of
policies set in motion by the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act
(OBBBA) and Congress’s
failure thus far to extend ex-
piring Affordable Care Act
(ACA) subsidies. Without
significant state and feder-
al intervention, the country
faces a growing crisis that
could lead to rising num-
bers of uninsured Ameri-
cans and the closure of nu-
merous rural hospitals and
health facilities.

Expiring subsidies and
skyrocketing premiums
will result in more unin-
sured Americans

Many Americans are
grappling with rising
health insurance premiums
for health coverage through
the ACA’s Marketplace. Be-
cause Congress allowed
ACA enhanced premium tax
credits (subsidies) to expire
at the end of 2025, costs are
expected to more than dou-
ble. Currently, over 90% of
ACA enrollees, or more than
22 million people, receive
the subsidy.

According to the Nation-
al Rural Health Association,
35% of rural workers are
not offered health insur-
ance by their employer, as
rural people are more likely
to be self-employed or work
for small employers. As of
August 2025, 2.8 million ru-
ral residents were enrolled
in Marketplace health plans,
with 80% receiving a ze-
ro-premium plan as a result
of the subsidies.

With enhanced subsidies
gone and premiums rising
steeply, many people will
likely forgo purchasing
health insurance altogeth-
er. Reduced enrollment will
create additional strain on
medical facilities to provide
care that may not be com-
pensated, worsening the
financial struggles many
rural hospitals and clinics
already face.

Cuts to Medicaid and
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SNAP threaten individu-
als, hospitals, and local
economies

The OBBBA legislation
signed into law in July 2025
ushered in major reforms
set to cut $911 billion in Med-
icaid spending over the next
decade. Medicaid provides
health coverage for low-in-
come, pregnant, elderly, or
disabled Americans, with
more than 20% of the U.S.
population, nearly 70 mil-
lion people, enrolled in the
program.

Rural areas have higher
rates of Medicaid enroll-
ment than urban areas, with
lin4rural residents relying
on the program, making it
a critical source of funding
helping keep rural hospitals
open.

Analysis demonstrates
that Nebraska alone is
forecasted to lose up to $4
billion in Medicaid funds
with 30,000 residents losing
health coverage, a devas-
tating blow to individuals,
families, and health care
providers. Iowa and South
Dakota are expected to lose
up to $12 billion and $1 bil-
lion, respectively.

The Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program
(SNAP) is another crucial
program that helps safe-
guard health by ensuring
low-income individuals
and families have access to
food. SNAP was unfortu-
nately also on the OBBBA
chopping block, receiving
marked cuts with the pas-
sage of the law. Once chang-
es are fully enacted, the
Congressional Budget Of-
fice anticipates that 4 mil-
lion people, including fam-
ilies with children, older
adults, people with disabil-
ities, and veterans, will see
SNAP benefits significantly
cut or eliminated, having a
significant multiplier effect
on local food systems and
families’ spending power.

Rural health transfor-
mation misses the mark

Rural areas already
face higher uninsurance
and underinsurance rates
than their urban counter-
parts, and rural hospitals
disproportionately depend
on Medicaid, Medicare, and
Marketplace for payment re-
imbursements. If residents
lose these coverages and
do not secure other health
insurance, the rising costs
of uncompensated care will
lead to hospital and care fa-
cilities closures.

In a letter to Congress in
June 2025, the National Ru-
ral Health Association not-
ed that, since 2010, 193 rural
hospitals have shut their
doors or stopped inpatient
services, and almost half of
all rural hospitals are oper-
ating at a loss. Indeed, short-
ly after passage of OBBBA,
Nebraska’s Curtis Medical
Center announced it would
close due anticipated feder-
al budget cuts to Medicaid.

A 2025 report by the Char-
tis Center for Rural Health
cited that nationwide, 432
rural hospitals are vulner-
able to closure, including
at least 21% of Nebraska’s
rural hospitals and 46% of
those in Kansas.

Congress attempted
to address the crisis they
knew Medicaid cuts would
create for rural hospitals

by including a provision in
OBBBA for a $50 billion Ru-
ral Health Transformation
Fund (RHTF) to be allocat-
ed to states over five years.
However, the legislation
passed without a require-
ment to use the funds for ru-
ral hospitals. Instead, states
are required to use funds for
five strategic goals: health
innovations, access to pro-
viders, workforce develop-
ment, innovative care, and
tech innovation.

When the RHTF Notice
of Funding Opportuni-
ty was released last fall, it
included a condition that
states can only use 15% of
the funding for health pro-
vider payments, including
payments to rural hospitals.

With anticipated cuts in
Medicaid funds at $911 bil-
lion over 10 years, the RHTF
will not even begin to cov-
er the deep shortfall facing
health providers.

Access to health care is
required for a healthy ru-
ral America

In order to have thriving
rural communities, the peo-
ple who live there must have
equitable, affordable, and re-
liable access to health care.
Research has shown that in
comparison to their urban
counterparts, people in ru-
ral communities have less
access to health care, are
more likely to be uninsured,
and are less affluent, older,
and less healthy. These fig-
ures demonstrate the vital
importance of health care
access programs like Med-
icaid and the Marketplace
in rural America.

As the OBBBA policies
are rolled out over the next
few years, states will be
forced to grapple with the
fallout. At the very least, de-
cision makers must endeav-
or to limit harms by imple-
menting changes in ways
that mitigate burdens and
limit unnecessary loss of
coverage or benefits. Efforts
should include providing
extensive public outreach
and education on any new
conditions for coverage,
such as work requirements
or documentation, and en-
suring sensible exemptions
for individuals with ex-
treme hardships.

Right now, it is vital that
rural residents ask Con-
gress to act to protect ru-
ral health care. There are
bipartisan efforts in the
Senate and House to revive
ACA subsidies. Backed by
17 Republicans including
Rep. Zach Nunn of Iowa, the
House passed legislation
that would extend the ACA
subsidies for three years if
enacted. Additionally, sev-
eral bills have been intro-
duced to restore funding for
Medicaid and SNAP.

Creating a healthy rural
America requires ensur-
ing that every resident has
the access they need to re-
sources that support their
health and well-being. It’s
more important than ever
to hold our leaders account-
able and speak up about the
realities of how these cuts
directly impact our families
and neighbors. By working
together, we can continue to
build a future where rural
communities are healthy,
strong, and resilient.
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Jan. 29

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Jan. 30

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meeting Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free

Mark Xour Calendar

Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

Jan. 31

FRee CoMmMUNITY BREAKFAST
Saturday, Jan. 31, 9 - 10:30
a.m., at Motley United
Methodist Church, 847 3rd
Ave. S., Motley.

Town HALL MEeETING - LEGIS-
raTive Uppate Saturday, Jan.
31, 10 a.m., The Depot, 100
Aldrich Ave. SW, Wadena.
Sen. Paul Utke, Rep. Krista
Knudsen, Rep. Mike Wiener.
Discussion on fraud issues

O

under Gov. Walz and the
DFL majority. Q&A session,
coffee & donuts provided.

Feb. 1

CeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
Meemings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,
Motley.

Feb. 3

OLp Time Dance is held
the first Tuesday of every
month at the Wadena VFW.
For information, call 218-
639-0132.

RusY’s Pantry Will be held

Tuesday, Feb. 3, from 4:30 -

6 p.m. at the parking lot of
Central Lakes College in
Staples.

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA croup M1Gs IN Sta-
p.es Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

THe Cass County REPUBLI-
cAN BPOU PrecincT CAucusEs
are called to meet Tuesday,
Feb. 3, at 7 p.m. Locations
include Pillager High
School, 11 precincts.

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Staples World

raft Uendors
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SYLVAN

SHORES
2nd Annual
CRAFT
SHOW

Feb. 14, 2026
$25 per table

Call Harry
for details:

952-465-1829

29RFM

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor

Sunday Worship..........occcccccreeees 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School .........oovvecccrrerree. 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA. ..o 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples........... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible dlasses
LT F— 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service........... 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (Kids start in main

I TR F— 1T am.
Prayer Meefing.........oooovvvvvvvvvvvevrerreens 5p.m.
WEDNESDAY

Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. Adter school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ

27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein

Facebook Live

Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship...........occcccccoonne. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Adult Bible Study........cccooococ.... 6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546

Pastor Carl Larson

Sunday Worship Service................... 9:00a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship............

....... 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples
ChUTCh..ceeeeeee e 218-631-1598
info@marysacc.org

Rev.JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 =~

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: Sunday............cccoeeeureunrerenennns 8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship ......oooccccevereeens 9:30 am.
Sabbath School..........ooooocereren. 10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson

Sunday Worship............occc.cooon.. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH.........6:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran

1000 4th St., NE, Staples........... 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Service.................. 9:00 a.
Sunday School and Bible Class...10:30 a. m

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples............. 218-894-2248
Sunday Worship...........c..cc.ccon... 10:30 a.m.
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA................... 218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
Sunday Worship...............cooovreeee. 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship....
Communion

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad

SUNDAY
Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ............coovrreee. 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes...
Sunday School ..
Worship.
WEDNESDAY
Bible study .....ocooooccoeecrreeeeennens 7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader ......ccocorseceerereesererrene 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word.and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School ......... 9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466................oooec... 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:
facebook live
WEDNESDAY

Youth Group.....

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley............... 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.........occcccc.ccooneer 9:30 a.m.

Staples Area Church Directory

St. Michael Catholic Church
280 1st Ave S, Motley................. 218-631-1598
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday ....10:30 a.m. (May - Nov.)
Saturday ...4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Service..
Monday AA meeting

Oylen

Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School
Sunday Worship....

Pillager

First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship........occcccceeesccnens 9:30 a.m
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Oy34 to Cty 104.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
wrious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering ...
Connection Point.

Hewitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor

Sunday School

Sunday Worship.... .
WEDNESDAY PRAYER .......cccoeueenennees 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship..........ooocccocconn. 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship.......ccceeeeesnee 10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship.........ccccccceesrecnees 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ..............ccc... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connedtions & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer
Worship Service
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday Worship....
Sunday School
WEDNESDAY
Family Night........ooooccocoressrrrrrre 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship.........c.cccceeeesnnnns 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study......oocooceeeeecerreereeinnens 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship...............coovvreeeee. 9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952

Sunday Service..............ccccccorneens 9:00 a.m.

Bible Study
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW

Verndale ...........o.oervvree 218-631-1598
info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
MASS: Saturday —eeveeceeesern 6:00 p.m

St. Hubert Catholic Church

BIUEGIOSS ..coovever e 218-631-1598

info@marysacc.org

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310 Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday Service......10:30a.m. . (Dec. - April
Saturday .......oocoeee. 4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sunday Worship........occccoccceeeeee. 10:00 a.m.

St. Ann’s Catholic Church

514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNAAY...vvvrrsvevreverreseerrans 10 2.

“A Person Wrapped Up in Themselves”

Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

You've likely heard the full adage “a person

If we aren’t careful, what we have lost can

Wadena Memorial

Auditorium
249 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena
(W-DC Elem. School)
TICKETS:
www.marysacc.org

“REBOOT?” A Life Changing Event
with Chris Stefanik
Weds., Feb. 11 QERCOT 2
7-9 p.m. d b
(Doors open at 6 p.m.) ¥

Republican

Join us at the Wadena County

Tues., February 3, 2026, 7 p.m.

*._ Registration Starts: 6:30 p.m.
LOCATIONS AND PRECINCTS:

eMenahga High School Commons for:

Caucuses

X

Shell River Twp.

Menahga City, Blueberry Twp., Huntersville Twp.,

eSebeka High School Media Room for:

Sebeka

Lyons Twp., Meadow Twp., Nimrod, N. Germany
Twp., Orton Twp., Red Eye Twp., Rockwood Twp.,

eWadena-DC High School Commons Area for:

Leaf River Twp., Wadena

Wadena P3, Wadena Twp.
eVerndale High School Library for:

P1, Wadena P2,

Aldrich City, Aldrich Twp.,

email WadenaCountyRepubli

Verndale, Wing River Twp.
For more information call 218-371-8668 or

Bullard Twp., Staples,
,Thomastown Twp.

w6C

cansSecretary@gmail.com

The place to get invovled, choose our delegates, and shape Republican values.
Prepared and paid for by Wadena County Republicans, PO Box 531, Wadena, MN

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers

with Legitimate Cash

Buyers Nationwide!

No Repairs. No Fuss.

+ Fair Cash Offer
I.il BUHS Quick Closing

No Realtor Fees

+ No House Repairs
+ Simple Home Sale
+ Convenient Closing Date

Call (844) 978-0683

DFL:

Get Involved.

) |

wrapped up in themselves makes for a very
small package.” There’s a lot in that observa-
tion. Let’s talk about it.

Make no doubt about it, we live in chal-
lenging days. Disappointments can come our
way by the hundreds. When those let downs
come, it’s easy to withdraw in the pain. Before
we continue, let’s make sure that you and | are
people that reach out to the hurting, in what-
ever package that comes in.

But we do need to be careful not to let the
disappointment or loss consume us. We need
to help people (and ourselves) to realize that
staying stuck in a heartache does no one any
good. Yes, dealing with losses needs time and
sometimes counsel, but we need to have as a
goal of hope, moving through what we lose in
order to make way for the next chapters that
God desires for us.

consume us. It may be helpful to remember
that none of us are an end onto ourselves. We
aren’t the center of the universe or even of our
own lives. That’s only God’s rightful place.

So, how do we break out of being “wrapped
up in our own selves” in order to be something
other than “a small package?” We can start
by thinking about others. We all know people
with very complex problems. We need to start
by praying for them and maybe even send
a “thinking of you card” to begin with. But
another gift we may be able to give people in
emotional pain is an invitation to go with you
to visit someone else who is struggling. I've
often wondered how many people could move
forward in their hurt or sadness by going up to
our Lakewood Pines, Care Center and Manor
to visit and encourage others. I’'m wondering if
that would enlarge our small package as well
as other people’s.

i

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

20%M

To become a Ernie’s Food Market

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Tower Pizza

Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Church Directory Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072
supporter,
call 218-894-
1112.

Central Building

Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

For Todd County Residents:
Browerville Community Center
653 Main St S

Browerville, MN 56438

29-6M

Join Us at the
Todd-Wadena DFL Caucus

When: Tuesday, February 3, 2026
Registration Starts: 6:30 PM
Meeting Starts: 7:00 PM

For Wadena County Residents:
Wadena-Deer Elementary School
South Entrance

215 Colfax Ave SW

Wadena, MN 56482

Send email to ToddCountyDFL@gmail.com
or call 612-419-4033 for more information.

Come and help us choose our priorities and candidates!
Paid for by Todd-Wadena DFL, Browerville, MN

Are You Getting
Enough Fiber
in Your Work Day?

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

) EarthLink’

or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Minist

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com.

al m

ial p

ge or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com
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Reliable Internet NOW! 844'453'6983
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2020, the Finance Committee rec-
ommended taking a proactive budget
approach for future retirement sever-
ances within Fund 01-General Rev-
enue, and;

WHEREAS, the County Board
established the Committed Fund Bal-
ance for Future Retirees’ Severance
Fund with Resolution #20201229-
08 for FYE 2020 and has recom-
mitted the updated balance annually
since its inception and;

WHEREAS, the remaining bal-
ance of this account as of Decem-
ber 31, 2025 is $193,809.32.
State Auditors recommendation is to
approve a commitment of this fund
balance on an annual basis for trans-
parent financial reporting.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby
authorize the County Auditor/Trea-
surer to register the Committed Fund
Balance account in Fund 01-Gen-
eral Revenue with a balance of
$193,809.32 to track the funding
plan for the Committed Fund Bal-
ance for Future Retirees’ Severance
Fund, effective December 31, 2025.

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

TRANSFER OF FUNDS -
COUNTY DITCH 18 -
PARTIAL REPAYMENT

WHEREAS, on December
28, 2017 the Todd County Board
of Commissioners approved the
advance of $300,000.00 from the
General Fund (Fund 01) to the Ditch
Fund (Fund 40) per BA#20171228-
06; and

WHEREAS, on September 4,
2018 the Todd County Board of
Commissioners approved the special
assessment payment terms, granting
a 10-year repayment term with 2%
interest to be credited to the Gen-
eral Fund (Fund 01). The first year
of the special assessment collection
began for taxes payable in 2019 per
BA#20180904-07; and

WHEREAS, the amount col-
lected thus far from 2018 through
2024 for Ditch 18 Special Assess-
ment #7189 consists of a principal
amount of $189,498.58 along an
interest amount of $19,744.13 and
has been authorized for transfer; and

WHEREAS, the amount col-
lected for Ditch 18 Special Assess-
ment #7189 in taxes payable year
2025 is $39,603.61 of the principal
balance, along with $1,964.14 of
interest and is ready for transfer as
a partial repayment to the advance
made by the General Fund.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby
authorize the transfer of funds in the
amount of $41,567.75 from Fund
40-County Ditches/Ditch 18 to Fund
01 General Fund.

On motion by Becker and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To approve the
final amount of ARPA funds previ-
ously authorized via BA#20241217-
19 for the Office 365 Project at
$75,157.01 and allow the remaining
funds of $12,511.89 to be reas-
signed according to the terms of
BA#20241217-20.

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

TRANSFER OF FUNDS - FINAL

ARPA PROJECT FUNDING

WHEREAS, Todd County has
received funding via the Federal
American Rescue Plan (ARP/SLFRF)
Act, and;

WHEREAS, Todd County has
used/expensed funds within the
allotted timeframe indicated in the
federal guidance terms, and;

WHEREAS, Todd County depart-
ments incurred qualifying expenses
via the Federal ARP/SLFRF Act
which were not able to be expensed
directly to Fund 19-ARP/SLFRF and
now necessitate realignment to the
County Departments that incurred
the initial eligible expense.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby
authorize the transfer of funds in the
amount of $79,773.97 from Fund
19-ARP/SLFRF to Fund 01-Gen-
eral Fund (Recorder’s Tech) in the
amount of $22,211.89 and to
Fund 51-Solid Waste in the amount
of $57,562.08 to realign eligible
ARP-SLFRF expenses to the County
Departments where the support of
the project expense occurred.

On motion by Neumann and
second by Noska, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote:

TRANSFER OF FUNDS - SOLID

WASTE LOAN REPAYMENT

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2021
the Todd County Board of Commis-
sioners adopted BA#20210316-19
which established a loan from the
General Fund (01) to Solid Waste
(51) to support the financing needed
for construction of a new transfer
station building in the amount of
$972,210.00, and;

WHEREAS, on Decem-
ber 30, 2024, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners adopted
BA#20241230-12 which trans-
ferred the loan funds to the Solid
Waste department to support the
construction expenses necessary
to keep the project moving forward
toward completion in 2025, and;

WHEREAS, the Solid Waste has
budgeted for the first installment of
repayment of this loan to occur in
2025, and;

WHEREAS, audit standards
require the County Board approval
prior to transferring monies between
two different funds.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby

authorize the transfer of funds in the
amount of $50,000.00 from Fund
51-Solid Waste to Fund 01-General
Revenue as repayment towards the
Transfer Station Construction Loan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that the Solid Waste department will
continue to make principal payments
to the General Fund of Fifty Thousand
Dollars ($50,000.00) annually, or as
can be afforded, until the remaining
principal is zero and it is understood
that this resolution replaces and
supersedes the repayment timing
stipulated in BA#20210316-19.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION FOR A PUBLIC
LAND AUCTION OF TAX-
FORFEITED PARCELS
IN TODD COUNTY

WHEREAS: Tax-Forfeited Par-
cels in Todd County have been on
a market value auction and minimum
bid auction and now classified as
provided by M.S. 282.01 and will be
offered for sale by the Todd County
Auditor/Treasurer through Bid4as-
sets.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners do hereby
approve said land auction to com-
mence on the 12th day of December
2026 and closing 19th of Decem-
ber 2026 with Bid4assets. The Todd
County Auditor/Treasurer is hereby
directed at publishing a notice of the
upcoming land auction as provided
by law.

BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that
the terms of sales are as follows:

All property sold requires imme-
diate payment, no payment plans will
be offered, and full payment is due
on the date of sale.

A charge of $25.00 will be made
for each State Deed issued.

A charge of $46.00 will be made
to record the State Deed.

State Deed Tax on the amount of
purchase will be collected. (0.0033
X purchase price of more than $3k or
minimum of $1.65)

A $50.00 fee for well certificate,
if applicable, will be collected.

A Tax Forfeiture Administration
fee of $250.00 will be collected.

A 3% Assurance Fund charge
will be made (as per M. S. 284.28,
Subd. 8).

A Buyer premium to Bid4assets
online auctions, 5% of the total sale
price minimum of $100.00

BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that
Tax-Forfeited Parcels will be offered
for sale subject to liens, existing
roads, easements and leases, if
any, and any special assessments
canceled at forfeiture may be reas-
sessed by the municipalities after the
sale.

BE FURTHER RESOLVED that
all Tax-Forfeited Parcels are sold as
is.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
the right is reserved by Todd County,
in the interest of the public, to cancel
this sale at any time.

Todd County Ag Society

Members of the Todd County Ag
Society board provided an update
to the County Board of the 2025
activities and discussion was held
regarding proposals for improvement
projects at the Todd County Fair-
grounds location.

County Sheriff

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Acknowledge the dona-
tions to the K9 fund received in 2025
for a total of $2,095.00.

Planning & Zoning

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

FINAL PLAT APPROVAL -
“SEXTON BBL LEGACY”
SUBDIVISION

WHEREAS, Applicant Sexton
Family Cabin LLC, applied to sub-
divide a property owned by Sexton
Family Cabin that is described as
part of Section 25 of Birchdale
Township with the plat to be known
as “Sexton BBL Legacy”,

WHEREAS, Sexton BBL Legacy
consists of one lot; Block One, Lot
1, 2.92 acres located in Shoreland
Recreational Development Zoning
District in Birchdale Township,

WHEREAS, On November 6,
2025, the Todd County Planning
Commission recommended the fol-
lowing properties be considered for
Subdivision pursuant to Todd County
Subdivision Regulation and Ordi-
nance:

Lots One (1), Two (2), Three (3),
Four (4) and Five (5) of Block One (1)
Harcora Lodge, First Addition; and
half of Vacated “H” Street abutting
these said lots.

And

Outlot “B” of Harcora Lodge,
First Addition; and half of Vacated “H”
Street abutting this said Outlot “B”.

And

All that part of Outlot “C” of Har-
cora Lodge, First Addition, North of
the following described line: Said
line commencing at a point at the
Southwest corner of Lot Five (5),
said point being designated by an
iron monument, of said Harcora
Lodge, First Addition; thence in a
Westerly direction to a point on the
West line of Outlot “C”, said point
being 78.88 feet South of the North
line of said Outlot “C”, being part of
Government Lots One (1) and Two
(2), Section Twenty-five (25), Town-
ship One Hundred Twenty-seven
(127) North, Range Thirty-three (33)
West of the Fifth Principal Meridian;
and half of Vacated “H” Street abut-
ting this said part of Outlot “C”.

WHEREAS, On November 18,
2025, the Todd County Board of
Commissioners considered the Pre-
liminary Plat for the above described
property and approved the Sexton
BBL Legacy preliminary plat with no

conditions.

WHEREAS, the Planning &
Zoning Department has completed
the necessary final plat review and
find that all items required for final
plat approval have been completed.

Administration

On motion by Denny and second
by Becker, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Renew the Hands of
Hope Resource Center lease agree-
ment as presented, for January 1,
2026 through December 31, 2026.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

ADOPTION OF CHANGES
TO THE TODD COUNTY
PERSONNEL POLICY

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners has recog-
nized a need for a strong, up-to-date
personnel policy, and;

WHEREAS, The Todd County
Board of Commissioners and
Employment Legal have had the
opportunity to review the policy addi-
tions set forth in Section 7.07, Min-
nesota Paid Leave, of the Personnel
Policy, with an effective date of Janu-
ary 1, 2026, and find the implemen-
tation to be in the best interest of the
sound administration of the County,
and;

WHEREAS, the addition of Sec-
tion 7.07, Minnesota Paid Leave, will
require the renumber of all appro-
priate Personnel Policy sections to
maintain order within said policy.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that Todd County
Board of Commissioners adopts
the attached changes to the Todd
County Personnel Policy and directs
the County Coordinator to begin
administration of said policy as of
January 1, 2026, and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that it is understood that this Reso-
lution replaces and supersedes all
prior County Board actions, oral or
written, relating to the subject matter
hereof.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s

Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer
reported on year end balancing pro-
cesses in progress, absentee voting
opened on 12/26/25 for the Osakis
School District special election and
filing for numerous township office’s
in Todd County opens today and
closes on January 13, 2026.

County Commissioner’s
Report

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended
meetings including Transfer Sta-
tion Ribbon Cutting, Facilities, and
TWCC.

Commissioner Denny has
attended meetings including commit-
tees and the Transfer Station Grand
Opening.

Commissioner Noska has
attended meetings including Canna-
bis Tour and TWCC.

Commissioner Byers attended
meetings including the Transfer Sta-
tion Ribbon Cutting, Facilties and
SWCD.

Commissioner Neumann
attended meetings including the
SRWD, Transfer Station Ribbon Cut-
ting, JD2, and HR Interviews.

Adjourn

On motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the meeting was
adjourned for the month of Decem-
ber and year of 2025.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
AMAZON CAPITAL

SERVICES .................. $5,530.49
AMERICAN SOLUTIONS

FORBUSINESS............. 5,652.10
ASSOC OF MN

COUNTIES.......ccovien. 2,250.00

CARGILL SALT DIVISION  29,491.98
CDW GOVERNMENT INC....6,040.27

CIVICPLUS, LLC ............... 4,271.08
ELSNER WELL DRILLING

INC ... 14,219.06
FARM-RITE EQUIPMENT,

INC ..o 4,350.00
HILLYARD ..o 4,078.82
LEADSONLINE LLC........... 3,230.00

LONG PRAIRIE LEADER .... 5,148.50
M-R SIGN COMPANY INC .. 6,094.40

MENCH/JAMES ............... 9,820.00
METAL CULVERTS INC ... 20,980.00
METRO SALESINC........... 6,588.29
MOTOROLA ... 7,105.71

NORTHERN STAR COOP... 5,070.55
64 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2,000.............. 22.471.92
1 (1171 R ———" $162,293.17
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
DHS - MOOSE LAKE
RTC - 462 5,596.75
DHS - MSOP - MN SEX OFFENDER

PROG-462 ................. 9,699.00
GREATER MN FAMILY

SRVSINC ... 3,817.90
HEARTLAND GIRLS

RANCH..........ccco 23,356.45
NORTH HOMES CHILDREN

& FAMILY SRVS ........... 28,597.50
NORTHWOOD CHILDRENS

SERVICES ... 9,769.48
PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH

PROGRAMS................ 13,627.19
VILLAGE RANCH INC ...... 23,556.30
WEST CENTRAL REG

JUVENILECTR ............. 7,798.00
17 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000................ 6.905.07
(1] € | O — $132,723.64

On a motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the preceding minutes of
the County Board meeting held Decem-
ber 30, 2025 were duly approved by
unanimous vote at the Todd County
Board of Commissioners at the Regu-
lar Board Meeting held on January 6,
2026.

Witness my hand and seal:
/s/ on file: Bob Byers,
County Board Chairperson
/s/ on file: Denise Gaida,
Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
6pnc
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEWOOD
HEALTH SYSTEM.

Central Lakes College
announces Fall Honors List

Central Lakes College,
Brainerd and Staples, has
announced its 2025 Fall
Semester Honors List. The
President’s List includes
students who earned a
grade point average of 3.75
or higher while enrolled
in at least 12 credits. The
Dean’s List includes stu-
dents who earned a grade
point average of 3.25 - 3.74
while enrolled in at least 12
credits.

The released honors
list does not include stu-
dents who have requested
no release of information.
Local students named
includes:

Motley
President’s List: Scott
Dobbs, Emmalee Dobson,
Shae Macheel; Dean’s
List: Kyler Batton, Isaac
Calix, Mabel Haehnel,
Taylor Henry, Justin Olson.

Pillager

President’s List: Bran-
don Burgau, Isabel Cole,
Jacob Dixon, Ryan Fordahl,
Ryan Larson, Zachary
Lipenga, Gracie Mudgett,
Rylee Rochel, Allie Tryg-
geseth, Steven VonDali;
Dean’s List: Nash Aus-
land, Hannah Cole, Tessa
Eastman, Melissa Elkins,
Joshua Gammello, Isaac

0,0

Lindberg, Leah Mate-
jcek, Makenna Thalhuber,
London Zapzalka.

Staples

President’s List: Carol
Eblen, Brooke Hansen,
Amber Johnson, Jorja
Kobliska, Brett Nelson,
Nicholas Peterson, Jason
White; Dean’s List: Mason
Albertson, Sadye Ander-
son, Erik Bergstrom,
Abbie Bodicoat, Geoffrey
DeCamp, Kieran Groetsch,
Huntington Kleinschmidt,
Skye Larson, Cassandra
McGree, Axel Mertens,
Tyler Turpin.

Student Achievements

o

Sawver Ferpon Motley, was recently
named to the 2025 Fall Semester Dean’s
List at the University of Wisconsin-Supe-
rior. To qualify, students must have com-
pleted 12 degree-seeking semester credits
and achieved a grade point average of 3.50

or higher.

Heioi Zimmerman Motley, was recently
named to the 2025 Fall Semester Dean’s
List at the University of Minnesota Crook-
ston. To qualify, students must complete 12
or more letter-graded credits while attain-
ing a 3.66 or higher grade point average.

CoLton Converse Motley, graduated from
North Dakota State University in the fall
of 2025 with a Bachelor of Science degree

in Agricultural Economics.

Join the
competition
at the Staples
Public Library
Escape Room

Escape Room

players are needed at the
Staples Public Library.
The Underwater Escape
Room will be available
until Feb. 28 during reg-
ular library hours. Groups
of four or less can try
their hand at figuring out
the clues and locks to
escape in 30 minutes or
less. So far, the time to
beat is 26:43 to win the
pizza party.

The competition is

free for ages 16 to adult.
Call the library at 218-
894-1401 and accept
the challenge.

(Submitted photos)
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Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

30 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

point average.

O

Brenpen BricHacek Motley, was recently
named to the 2025 Fall Semester Dean’s
List at South Dakota State University,
Brookings. To qualify, students must have
completed a minimum of 12 credits and
must have earned a 3.5 or higher grade

NorTH Dakota State UNiversiTy recently
announced its 2025 Fall Semester Dean’s
List. To qualify, students must earn a
3.50 grade point average or higher and be
enrolled in at least 12 class credits. Local
students named include:

o Daniel Bartle, Cushing

o Kayli Dorn, Pillager

oIsrael Ervasti, Staples

o Laken Hines, Staples
o Landen Hines, Pillager
o Lilly Tyrrell, Staples

Help, we nead 1o
be rescupd|
CAN YOU Escapgs

P e

Help, we need to
be rescued!
CAN You ESCAPE?

Ay

Amy Springer, Kristal Roberts
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Cardinals win girls
wrestling invitational

The Staples-Motley girls
wrestling team won the
20-team Bertha-Hewitt/
Verndale/Parkers Prai-
rie invitational on Jan. 24.
Leah Greenwald was the
112 pound champion, while
Kana Reese, Maddie Kist
and Anika Tureson were
second at their weight cat-
egories. Isabelle Dobson
and Kalee Winter each
placed third, whyl Kyleena
Rudlang was fifth and
Aubrie Houchin was 8th.

Greenwaldt scored a
pin and a 6-0 win to reach
the final. In the champion-
ship match, there was no
scoring in the first period.
Greenwaldt got an escape
and a takedown in the
second period. In the third
period, her opponent got a
takedown to tie the score,
but Greenwaldt got out for
another escape and the win-
ning point on a 5-4 win.

Kist upset the top seed
in her semifinal match by
being patient. After no scor-
ing in the first period, Kist
got a reversal in the second
and turned it into a pin.
Tureson scored two pins to
reach the final. She gained
a 6-3 lead early in the title
match, but got caught and
pinned. Reese also had two
pins to reach the final but
fell behind and got pinned
in her championship match.

Dobson scored a close 5-4
win with a late reversal to
reach the third place match.
She scored three takedowns
and three near falls for an
18-2 technical fall win in the
third place match.

After losing to the top
seed in the semifinal,
Winter scored two straight
pins to place third.

Team results
Bertha-Hewitt/Verndal/
Parkers Prairie Girls Invi-

tational
Staples-Motley 127, West

Central Area/Ashby-Bran-

don-Evansville 117, Mille Lacs

101, Badger-Greenbush-Mid-

dle River 86, Ottertail Central
82, Spectrum 76, New York

Mills 72, Frazee 68, Long Prai-

rie-Grey Eagle/Browerville
64, Bertha-Hewitt/Verndale/
Parkers Prairie 56, Roseau
50, Pillager 47, Crookston
28, Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa

27, Osakis 25, Foley 20, Walk-

er-Hackensack/Akely/Nevis
17, Ortonville 16, Pequot Lakes/

Pine River-Backus 10, Kerk-

hoven-Murdock-Sunburg 2

100 Kana Reese 2-1, 2nd place

106 Isabelle Dobson 3-1, 3rd
place

112 Leah Greenwaldt 3-0, 1st
place

118 Kyleena Rudlang 2-2, 5th
place

124 Maddie Kist 2-1, 2nd
place

136 Kalee Winter 3-1, 3rd
place

170 Anika Tureson 2-1, 2nd
place; Aubrie Houchin 1-3, 8th
place

Gomez, Headley, Carlson lead
Cardinals to tournament win

Adrian Gomez, Reece
Headley and Beau Carlson
all won tough brackets as
the Staples-Motley boys
wrestling team won the
Alexandria Big Ole Invite
on Jan. 24. Garrett Bjerga,
Gage Bjerga, Eli Green-
waldt and Colbe Tappe also
won their weight brackets,
with Seth Cossentine also
reaching the finals. The Car-
dinals also defeated Frazee
60-4 in a dual meet on Jan.
22.

At Alexandria, Gomez
defeated a wrestler who
came in with a 30-1 record
but had moved up a weight
class for this tournament.
After giving up a takedown
in the first period, Gomez
scored a seven point move
with a takedown and near
fall in the second period. He
used that to maintain an 8-5
win.

Headley won his cham-
pionship match without a
takedown, scoring two near
falls in the final period for
a4-0 win.

Carlson did his best work
in overtime against the top
seed in the semifinal. After
the first overtime period
was scoreless, Carlson got
a last second takedown for
a two point lead. He avoided
a takedown to preserve a

5-2 win. His final match
was also scoreless in the
first period, but he earned
a takedown in each of the
next two periods to win 7-1.

At 160 pounds, Tappe had
two technical falls to reach
the finals. On the other side
of the bracket, his team-
mate Cossentine cleared
out the remaining tough
opponents, winning 16-6 in
the first round and winning
a wild 15-14 match in the
semifinal. They decided not
to wrestle the final match
with two teammates facing
each other, so Tappe got the
championship title.

Garrett Bjerga won 1-0
and Gage Bjerga won 4-1
in championship matches
against ranked wrestlers.

Greenwaldt scored two
technical falls and a pin in
his three matches.

Caden Kramer, ranked
number one in the state,
beat the third ranked wres-
tler 8-4 to reach the finals,
where two defending state
champions faced off. Last
year’s Class AA state cham-
pion scored the only take-
down over Kramer, the
Class A state champion, in a
close 4-2 loss.

Justin Olson had some
dramatic wins in the tour-
nament, with a last second

Burton, Rutten
power offense
to 90 points

The Staples-Motley boys
basketball team went inside
to Josiah Burton, who
scored 25 points in a 90-77
win at Hawley on Jan. 20.
This was the only game
of the week because of
weather cancellations.

Burton made nine of 11
shots and added seven out of
nine free throws as Hawley
struggled to stop him inside.
That helped get open shots
for Eli Rutten, who made
five out of seven three point
attempts and finished with
23 points, including six of
seven free throws made.

The Cardinals built a 10
point lead by halftime. They
started the second half
with Conner Kuhns scor-
ing on a fast break, Rutten
hitting a three pointer and
Burton scoring inside. They
soon built their lead to 18
and eventually it got up to
22 before Hawley hit some
three pointers in the last
two minutes.

Avandre Brandt had a
good all-around game with
10 rebounds, five assists
and two blocked shots.
Kuhns had 10 pass deflec-
tions, three steals and seven
assists.

Team results
SM 90, Hawley 77
Scoring: Josiah Burton 25,

T M_ii_ . an AT__1L T _______

Kuhns 9, Avandre Brandt 5
Rebounding leaders: Brandt
10, Larson 9, Sarbaum 9, Burton
8, Rutten 5
Assists leaders: Kuhns 7,
Brandt 5, Larson 4, Burton 2

Josiah Burton blocks
a shot in a game earlier
this season.

takedown to advance. He
won the third place match
7-1 against a wrestler who
had beaten him 7-1 earlier in
the tournament.

Team results

Staples-Motley 60, Frazee
4

107 Garrett Bjerga W 17-2
tf, 114 Justin Olson W fall,
121 Caden Kramer W fall, 127
Camrik Tappe W fall, 133 Jack-
son Odden L 12-3, 139 Gage
Bjerga W fall, 145 Elijah Green-
waldt W 13-2, 152 Beau Carlson
W fall, 160 Colbe Tappe W fall,
172 Riley Reese W 5-0, 189 Reece
Headley W 1-0, 215 Zach Tabatt
W fall, 285 Adrian Gomez W 11-5

Alexandria Big Ole Invite

Staples-Motley 215, Paynes-
ville 140, Minneota 129, Mar-
shall 107, Alexandria 91, Detroit
Lakes 82, Monticello 82, Central
Public Schools 65, West Fargo
64, Annandale-Maple Lake 62

107 Gt. Bjerga 2-0, 1st place

114 Olson 3-1, 3rd place; Jude
Thompson 0-2

121 Kramer 2-1, 2nd place

127 Turner Beachy 1-3, 6th
place

133 no entry

139 Gg. Bjerga 3-0, 1st place

145 Greenwaldt 3-0, 1st place

152 Carlson 3-0, 1st place

160 C. Tappe 3-0, 1st place;
Seth Cossentine 2-0, 2nd place

172 Reese 3-1, 3rd place

189 Headley 3-0, 1st place

215 no entry

285 Gomez 2-0, 1st place
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Running shot

Sophia Luna goes past the Wadena-Deer Creek defense for a basket. (Staples
World photo by Mark Anderson)

Basketball team
competitive in losses

The Staples-Motley girls
basketball team played well
in two losses, a 61-57 game
against Upsala on Jan. 19
and 49-32 loss at Wade-
na-Deer Creek on Jan. 20.

Against Upsala, the Car-
dinals had a one point lead
at halftime, but one of the
Upsala players scored 25
points in the second half to
put them ahead at the end.
The Cardinals shot well from
the outside, Sophia Luna
making three 3-pointers,
with Chloe Larson and Clara
Maros adding two each.

Against W-DC, the Cardi-
nals were down by 12 at half-
time, but played better in the
second half.

Team results

SM 57, Upsala 61

Scoring: Chloe Larson 22,
Sophia Luna 11, Hannah Cole 9,
Clara Maros 6, Pam Lawrence 5,
Addison Potter 4

SM 32,Wadena-Deer Creek
49

Scoring: Larson 13, Luna 9,
Cole 6, Potter 3, Lawrence 1

Pam Lawrence passes on a fast break.

Hannah Cole turns to shoot.
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MAGIC FOREST

TOWNHOMES

HELP WANTED - CITY OF STAPLES

CHILDCARE CENTER, Office Clerk - Utility Billing FoRr SALE FOR RENTAL INFO CALL
STAPLES Pay range $22.99 - 30.65 per hour. 218-296-5031
Position: Union position with excellent benefits. 6 1 O Under new ownership
X Infant Lead Teacher Key Duties: Serve as the welcoming first point of contact for visitors P If s I ,
’ -~ We’re looking for someone and customers. Responsible for utility meter readings for water, sewer, and arcel Tor sale We are accepting
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or email résumé to
narky8645@gmail.com
Accepting applications
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https://staples.govoffice.com/job openings OPEN FOR BUSINESS

7 DAYS A WEEK!
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107 Notices 304 Livestock 603 Houses Donate your car, truck, or SUV to Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
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209 Business 403 Recreational Wanted Call your local newspaper Comprehensive lifetime warranty. = >
210 ie_rVIClecs; 404 Farm I or MNA 800-279-2979 Top-of-the-line installation and ser- e SlansE
nimal are/ Equipment GARAGE SALES to find out how you can save vice. Now featuring our FREE shower Your newspaper
Supplies b laci representative can
211 Work Wanted 405 Heavy 701 Garage Sales money by placing your I package and $1,600 off for a provide complete
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406 Parts/ Repair Crafts b == == == == == == ss ol available. Call Safe Step $33/966-3882 MNA: 612/332-8844
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ERVICE IDIRECTORY

F GIZA Ultimate Septic Service LLC
EST 1934 l
PLUMBING & HEATING

David Odden - Owner/Operator
* PLUMBING

Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies

Call USS for all your septic
« HEATING
« AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL
o NEW CONSTRUCTION

pumping needs!
218-296-1137
« REMODEL
« SERVICE

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com
MN LIC. #PC644417

218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

/B

CELL 218-838-0581

RESIDENTIAL AND
LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

LPS.

| I Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

218-631-3101 888-878-5578

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

N0 BSIONA

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

CONTRUCTIION

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!

Excavation & Septic Service
218-515-2222

*Septic System Installation
*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

Sellnow

Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep « Bookkeeping « Payroll
«Financial Planning

Mandi Polito
AEICUINNN 218-296-5006

mandipolito1384@gmail.com

218-894-4618 « 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

n
|

138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479 *Thomas Sellnow s a Real Property Law Specialst certfied
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479  Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association,
+ Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning ~ « Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law

+ Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

PHB /Z/5/7738)

i Phil Bjerga
3 Excavating 218-639-5007
N |I1C. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

N R Septics * Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements * Retaining Walls
B Landscaping & Site Preparation ¢ Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
SR Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
NS Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC

[ l .)I - 1'.[ - Staples, MN 56479 " MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
o i - - 9 +FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
@8 CONSTRUCTION LLc 218-894-3105 1958 +COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots e Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Dirt « Gravel e Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt *
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning » Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential BONDE

Andy Statema +320-594-2912 » 320-594-6347 i

SW 2024 changed wk #3

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE TODD
COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS HELD
DEC. 30, 2025

Call to Order

The Todd County Board of
Commissioners met in the Commis-
sioner’'s Board Room in the City of
Long Prairie, MN on the 30th day
of December, 2025 at 9:00 a.m.
The meeting was called to order by
Chairperson Byers. The meeting was
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
All Commissioners were present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as
presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Neumann and
second by Noska, the follow-
ing motions were introduced and
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’'s Meeting
Minutes for December 16, 2025 as
presented.

To approve the hire of Maria
Vazquez Botello to fill the open
Administrative Assistant Il - Bilin-

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
April 29, 2025

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$116,400.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Sondra
Mevissen, as an individual

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
Zillow Home Loans, LLC

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on April
30,2025 as Document Number
A545637 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
PennyMac Loan Services,
LLC by assignment recorded
on October 17, 2025 as Doc-
ument Number A548370
in the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: Lots 10, 11
and 12, Block 9, Townsite of
Hewitt, according to the plat
thereof on file and of record
in the office of the County
Recorder in and for Todd
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 408 N MAIN ST,
HEWITT, MN 56453

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED

gual position. Grade D/4, Step A at
$21.83/hr. Start date: TBD

Approve the resignation of Eligibil-
ity Worker Nicholas Katehis, effective
January 2, 2026.

Auditor-Treasurer

On motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 404270 through 404305 in
the amount of $81,745.80 and (Reg-
ular) 59467 through 59511 in the
amount of $80,547.37 for a total of
$162,293.17.

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following motion as
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous rollcall vote: To approve the
Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
807145 through 807177 and (Reg-
ular) 713701 through 713735 for a
total of $149,065.97.

On motion by Noska and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services SSIS
Warrants number (ACH) 601892
through 601899 and (Regular)
518756 through 518773 for a total
amount of $132,723.64.

On motion by Becker and second

TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $123,012.38

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Zillow Home
Loans, LLC

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: PennyMac Loan Ser-
vices, LLC

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER:
35-0016100

TRANSACTION
AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER:
100278200006378243

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: March 19, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
six (6) months from the date

by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the attached
vehicle purchase from Nyhus Chevro-
let, Staples, MN for the County Motor
Pool of a 2026 Chevrolet Equinox in
the amount of $35,191.08.

On motion by Neumann and
second by Becker, the following res-
olution was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote:

COMMIT FUND BALANCE FOR

BUILDING & GROUNDS
IMPROVEMENT FUND

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners established
a building & grounds improvement
fund with the objective that the
funds be utilized for current and
future expenses and held within the
County General Fund. The building
& grounds improvement funds are
appropriated and utilized each cal-
endar year;

WHEREAS, the remaining bal-
ance of this account as of Decem-
ber 31, 2025 is $1,776,668.67.
State Auditors recommendation is to
approve by resolution a commitment
of this fund balance on an annual
basis for transparent financial report-
Ing;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby

of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on
September 21, 2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION
582.032, DETERMINING,
AMONG OTHER THINGS,
THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S)
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: January 13, 2026

PENNYMAC LOAN
SERVICES, LLC
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, PC.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungallah,
Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(25-1247-FCO01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.

5-10pnc

NOTICE OF
TERMINATION OF
CONTRACT FOR DEED

YOU ARE NOTIFIED:
Default has occurred in the
Contract for Deed (“Con-
tract”) dated December
10, 2021 and recorded on
December 10, 2021, as Doc-
ument Number A529445 in
the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota, in which Leah
N. Bardwell, as Seller, sold
to Jordan A. Anco and Jac-
quiline A. Horwath, as Pur-
chaser, the real property in
Todd County, Minnesota,
described as follows: Lot
7, Block 4, Shellabarger’s
First Addition to Staples,
accordingto the plat thereof
on file and of record. The
default is as follows: Pur-
chaser has failed to timely
pay 24 monthly payments
and the balloon payment
due December 1, 2024. Total
amount due and owing as
of September 1, inclusive
of late fees and interest, is
$45,022.90. The conditions
contained in Minn. Stat.
559.209 have been complied
with or are not applicable.

THIS NOTICE IS TO
INFORM YOU THAT BY
THISNOTICE THE SELLER
HAS BEGUN PROCEED-
INGS UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES, SECTION
559.21, TO TERMINATE
YOUR CONTRACT FOR
THE PURCHASE OF YOUR
PROPERTY FOR THE REA-
SONS SPECIFIED IN THIS
NOTICE.

THE CONTRACT WILL
TERMINATE 90 DAYS
AFTER THE FIRST DATE
OF PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE UNLESS BEFORE
THEN: (a.) THE PERSON

AUTHORIZED IN THIS
NOTICE TO RECEIVE PAY-
MENTS RECEIVES FROM
YOU:

(1.) THE AMOUNT THIS
NOTICE SAYS YOU OWE;
PLUS

(2.) THE COSTS OF SER-
VICE (TO BE SENT TO
YOU); PLUS

(3.) $1,000.00 APPLY TO
ATTORNEYS’ FEES ACTU-
ALLY EXPENDED OR
INCURRED; PLUS

(4.) FOR CONTRACTS
EXECUTED ON OR AFTER
MAY 1, 1980, ANY ADDI-
TIONAL PAYMENTS
BECOMING DUE UNDER
THE CONTRACT TO THE
SELLER AFTER THIS
NOTICE WAS SERVED ON
YOU; PLUS

(5.) FOR CONTRACTS,
OTHER THAN EARNEST
MONEY CONTRACTS,
PURCHASE AGREE-
MENTS, AND EXERCISED
OPTIONS, EXECUTED
ON OR AFTER AUGUST
1, 1985, $83.37 (WHICH IS
TWO PERCENT OF THE
AMOUNT IN DEFAULT AT
THE TIME OF SERVICE
OTHER THAN THE FINAL
BALLOON PAYMENT, ANY
TAXES, ASSESSMENTS,
MORTGAGES, OR PRIOR
CONTRACTS THAT ARE
ASSUMED BY YOU); OR
(b.) YOU SECURE FROM
A COUNTY OR DISTRICT
COURT AN ORDER THAT
THE TERMINATION OF
THE CONTRACT BE SUS-
PENDED UNTIL YOUR
CLAIMS OR DEFENSES
ARE FINALLY DISPOSED
OF BY TRIAL, HEARING
OR SETTLEMENT. YOUR
ACTION MUST SPECIF-
ICALLY STATE THOSE
FACTS AND GROUNDS
THAT DEMONSTRATE

YOUR CLAIMS OR
DEFENSES.

IF YOUDO NOT DO ONE
OR THE OTHER OF THE
ABOVE THINGS WITHIN
THE TIME PERIOD SPEC-
IFIED IN THIS NOTICE,
YOUR CONTRACT WILL
TERMINATE AT THE END
OF THE PERIOD AND
YOU WILL LOSE ALL THE
MONEY YOU HAVE PAID
ON THE CONTRACT;
YOU WILL LOSE YOUR
RIGHT TO POSSESSION
OF THE PROPERTY; YOU
MAY LOSE YOUR RIGHT
TO ASSERT ANY CLAIMS
OR DEFENSES THAT YOU
MIGHT HAVE; AND YOU
WILL BE EVICTED. IF YOU
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
ABOUT THIS NOTICE,
CONTACT AN ATTORNEY
IMMEDIATELY.

The name, mailing
address, street address or
location and telephone
number of the Seller or
of an attorney authorized
by the seller to accept pay-
ments pursuant to this
notice is: Name: Daniel M.
Eaton, Attorney for Seller,
Waypoint Law PLLC, 400
South 4th Street, Suite 1025,
Minneapolis MN 55415

Street Address or Loca-
tion where the Seller or
the Attorney will accept
payment pursuant to this
notice:

Waypoint Law PLLC, 400
South 4th Street, Suite 1025,
Minneapolis MN 55415,
Telephone: 612-445-7596

This person is autho-
rized to receive the pay-
ments from you under this
notice.

Daniel M. Eaton

4-6pnp

authorize the County Auditor/Trea-
surer to register the Committed Fund
Balance account in Fund 01-Gen-
eral Revenue Fund with a balance of
$1,776,668.67 to track the funding
plan for the Committed Fund Balance
of Building & Grounds Improvement
Fund, effective December 31, 2025.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

COMMIT FUND BALANCE
FOR INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY FUND

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners established
an Information Technology fund with
the objective that the funds be uti-
lized for current and future expenses
and held within the County General
Fund. The information technology
funds are appropriated and utilized
each calendar year;

WHEREAS, the remaining bal-
ance of this account as of Decem-
ber 31, 2025 is $125,000.00.
State Auditors recommendation is to
approve by resolution a commitment
of this fund balance on an annual
basis for transparent financial report-
ing;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby

TODD COUNTY
PLANNING
COMMISSION
215 First Ave. South
Suite 103
Long Prairie,
Minnesota 56347
320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given
that the Todd County Plan-
ning Commission will hold
a public hearing on Thurs-
day, January 8, 2026 at
6:00 p.m. in the Commis-
sioners meeting room, His-
toric Courthouse, 215 First
Ave. South, Long Prairie,
MN to consider the follow-
ing applications.

NOTE: This meeting is
again being held in-person
and the public is encour-
aged to attend, and those
who do attend in person can
find parking atop the hill
on the west side of the His-
toric Courthouse and enter
through the north doors,
near the American Flag and
monument.

Questions? Phone
320-732-4420 or Email
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

Agenda

«Call to Order

-Pledge of Allegiance

«Introduction of Plan-
ning Committee Members
and process review

«Approval of agenda

«Approval of January 8,
2026 Planning Commission
meeting minutes

*The applicant is intro-
duced

«Staff report

«Applicant confirms if
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authorize the County Auditor/Trea-
surer to register the Committed Fund
Balance account in Fund 01-Gen-
eral Revenue Fund with a balance of
$125,000.00 to track the funding
plan for the Committed Fund Bal-
ance of Information Technology Fund,
effective December 31, 2025.

On motion by Becker and second
by Noska, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

COMMIT FUND BALANCE
FOR FUTURE RETIREES’
SEVERANCE FUND
WHEREAS, beginning in FY

See TCC con't on page 6a

PUBLIC
NOTICES:
Your Right

to Know

staff report accuretly rep-
resents the request

«Correspondence

«Site Visit Review

«Public Comment

*Board review with
applicant, staff and public

1. Sacred Heart Addi-
tion: Sisters of the Soci-
ety Saint Pius X, Inc.
Section 07, Hartford Town-
ship

Site Address: 708 8th St.
W.,, Browerville, MN 56438

PID: 12-0007400.

1. Request to create a +/-
two-acre, one lot plat, for a
convent cemetery in Resi-
dential-2 Zoning District.

2. Adam Froseth: Sec-
tion 22, Kandota Township,
Sauk Lake

Site Address: 43543
County Rd 17, Sauk Centre,
MN 56378

PID: 14-0024803

3. Amendment to Arti-
cle XII. Regulation on
Cannabis Businesses,
Todd County Planning
and Zoning Ordinance

Adjournment.

Next meeting:
March 5, 2026

All persons interested
are invited to attend
said hearing or submit
a letter to be heard on
these matters. All corre-
spondence must include
name, mailing address
and be received 48 hours
before the date and time

of the hearing.

Todd County Board of
Adjustment
Jim Pratt, Chair

6pnc

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
BECKER TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT

Becker Township will
hold their Annual Board of
Audit meeting after their
regular 7:00 p.m. meeting
on February 10, 2026 at the
town hall. The public is
invited to attend.

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
6pnc

NOTICE
LEADER COMMUNITY
HALL MEETING

The Leader Commu-
nity Hall Board will meet
Thursday, February 12,
2026 at the hall at 7:00 p.m.

Mark Strom, Secretary
6-7pnc

NOTICE
STAPLES TOWNSHIP
ELECTION
ABSENTEE BALLOTS

Township residents
needing an Absentee ballot
for the township election
on March 10, 2026 should
contact the clerk at 218-296-
2151 between February 7
and March 8, 2026.

Bonnie Thoele, Clerk
Staples Township
6pnc

NOTICE
VILLARD TOWNSHIP
REORGANIZATIONAL
MEETING/ BOA

The Villard Town Board
will hold its Reorganiza-
tion Meeting on Tuesday,
February 10 at 6:15 p.m.
followed by the Board of
Audit and the Regular
Monthly Meeting. These
meetings will be held at
the Eastwood Inn, Motley,
MN. Feel free to reach out
with questions at 218-640-
6115.

Mary Trantina-Koenig,
Clerk
Villard Township

6pnc

NOTICE
MEADOWBROOK
TOWNSHIP

Board of Audit

The Board of Audit for
Meadowbrook Township
will meet at 7:45 p.m. on
Tuesday, February 3, 2026
at the Leader Community
Hall, immediately fol-
lowing the monthly town
board meeting.

Ty W. Peterson, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
5-6pnc

TODD COUNTY BUDGET SUMMARY STATEMENT
FOR BUDGET YEAR 2026

The Todd County Budget Summary Statement is Published in accordance with
Minnesota Statute 375.169. The complete budget is available for public inspection
at the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer's Office during normal business hours.

REVENUES 2025 2026
Property tax 18,804,881 15,710,868
State General Purpose Aid 2,404,142 2,269,803
Other taxes 1,428,917 1,631,948
Licenses & Permits 174,800 174,800
Federal Grants 4,068,850 5,159,456
State Aids 12,243,428 12,323,962
Local Grants 0 0
Charges for Service 2,670,927 2,494,514
Misc Revenue 2,997,164 3,321,751
Interest on Investments 251,000 250,000
Other Financing Sources 28,000 28,500
Transfers 5,000 5,000
Total Revenue & Other Source 45,077,109 47,370,602
EXPENDITURES

General Government 7,236,005 8,153,129
Public safety 6,186,128 6,601,372
Highway/Construction 9,119,710 10,242,034
Streets & Highways (excluding Constr.) 4,531,355 4,687,327
Human Services 10,493,622 10,740,262
Health 2,915,750 2,876,079
Culture and Recreation 448,734 481,592
Conservation of Nat Resourses 1,628,853 1,650,590
Economic Development 99,458 107,800
Gen Debt Service 415,354 419,984
Capital Qutlay 1,682,736 746,100
Transfers 619,404 b64,333
Other Fiscal Charges 0 0
Total Expenditures & other uses: 45,377,109 47,370,602
Budget Balance 300,000 0

Todd County Auditor/Treasurer

Denise Gaida

6pnc
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Braving the cold

Bill Haugan of Staples waves as he
passes by the digital weather sign reading
18 degrees below zero the afternoon of
Jan. 22. Haugan was on his way to the
Staples Public library and said he'd be

walking at least a mile that day. Pictured
below, Kim Butler of Browerville fills up
her gas tank at the Little Store in Staples
before heading out on the road. (Staples
World photos by Dawn Timbs)

MSHSL continued from page 1a

Keeping warm indoors

A number of people opted to do in-
door activities during the recent below-ze-
ro temperatures, including putting togeth-
er puzzles. Pictured above at the Staples
Public Library on Jan. 24, National Puzzle

Day, are the Hagg siblings of Monticel- Timbs)

lo...Aveline, three, and Elijah, five. Their

grandmother is Angela Johnson, who is
a library assistant there. Below, putting
together a puzzle at Lakewood Manor in
Staples Jan. 25, are Tim Finn (left) and Ed
Perish. (Staples World photos by Dawn

Dobson, Larson shine in academics, arts and athletics to earn Triple-A award from MSHSLS

the basketball and baseball
teams at SMHS. This year,
he’s decided to take up golf.
Tyson is grateful for the
coaches who’ve helped him
over the years. He men-
tioned basketball coach
Justin Thorn, who has
inspired him to keep work-
ing at this sport. “He pushes
us,” Tyson said, adding that
Coach Thorn “sees our
potential...what he knows
we can do.” Tyson went on
to mention Jeff Halverson,
his baseball coach during
his freshman year. Tyson
recalled that he’d injured
his shoulder which left him
unable to swing a bat or
pitch a ball. Coach Halver-
son made Tyson the pinch
runner so he’d still be able
to be part of the team. “He
saw the potential in me,”
Tyson went on, noting that
the coach helped him get
past some mental blocks
and realize that “everybody
makes mistakes.” That
meant a lot to him, Tyson
said.

In the area of arts, Tyson
is a member of the Cardinal
band, where he plays alto
sax and serves as first chair.

Scholastically, Tyson

was a part of the Knowledge
Bowl at SMHS his freshman
and sophomore years. He
maintains a 4.0 grade point
average and is involved in
the PSEO program, hoping
toearn his Associate of Arts
(AA) degree by the time he

graduates from high school.
Tyson plans to go to college,

and would like to pursue a
degree in the business and
marketing fields.

He enjoys his studies,

Tyson said, noting that
math had always been his
favorite subject up until
this year, when it switched

to English. “I love writing,”

he said. Tyson may come by
this naturally, as his mom
was an English teacher, he
said. He credits his math
teacher, Caitlyn Hacker, for
helping prepare him for the
high school environment.
Tyson shared that up
until sixth grade, he’d

attended school in Brainerd,
where class sizes were sig-
nificantly larger. He appre-

ciates being a part of a
smaller school, Tyson said.

He enjoys being of ser-
vice to others, Tyson said.

He shared that he’s been a
REACH buddy during high

school, helping younger
students with their school
work.

Outside of school, Tyson
keeps busy working at
Jersey Mike’s, a sandwich
shop in Brainerd. He also
enjoys playing catch with
his dad, and taking his dogs,
Stella and Charlie, on walks.

Isabelle Dobson

Isabelle Dobson, the
daughter of Christo-
pher Dobson and Jennifer
Dobson, is active in a vari-
ety of activities at SMHS,
including sports and music.

Isabelle has been a cheer-
leader since elementary
school, and cited coach
Jayme Carlson for being
an inspiration to her. She
decided to try a new sport
her sophomore year at Sta-
ples-Motley...wrestling. “I'm
really enjoying it,” Isabelle
said, going on to mention
the help she’s received
from the coaches, including
Holtan Truax. She’s loved
being a part of Cardinal
sports, where she’s had a lot
of fun over the years, and
has appreciated the support
she’s received from fans
and fellow teammates.

She also loves being a

part of the arts, Isabelle
said, sharing that she plays
flute in the Cardinal band.
Kristina Haataja is the
band’s director, and has
introduced the students to
a variety of music, all of
which Isabelle enjoys.
Academically, Isabelle
has worked to keep a “decent
GPA,” she said. In addition
to her studies at SMHS,
she is also involved in the
PSEO program, studying
cosmetology at M-State in
Wadena. At Staples-Motley,

Isabelle said she’s partic-

ularly enjoyed the history
and criminal justice classes
taught by Erik Johnson.
“He keeps the students
engaged,” she said.

Outside of school, Isa-

bellelovestoread, especially
mysteries and thrillers.

Noah Larson
Noah Larson, the son
of Cameron and Trisha

Larson, is active in a vari-

ety of activities at SMHS,
including sports and fine
arts.

In the area of sports,
Noah’s been a part of the

Cardinal’s football, bas-

ketball, and track and field
teams. He noted he’s been a

Movement

two-time captain in basket-
ball and loves the opportu-
nity to help his teammates.
Noah expressed his appre-
ciation for coach Zach Qual,
who he says understands
him and saw his potential.
He went on to note coach
Bruce Fuhrman who helped
him in track and field, and
football coach Drew Potter
who gave him the opportu-
nity to be a starter on the
team.

A highlight for Noah
was the year the Cardinals
made it to the state foot-
ball tournament, although
he experienced frustration
when he was injured and
couldn’t play. Noah said he
was grateful to the thera-
pists at TCO-therapy (Twin
Cities Orthopedics) in
Staples, especially Peyton
Landowski, who helped and
inspired him as he worked
through his injury.

Noah has attended
schools at Staples-Mot-
ley since second grade,
and is grateful for many
teachers along the way,
including Kathy Iverson
in elementary school; and
LaRae Bjorge and Laurie
Trout when he was in

middle school. He became a
Snoopy fan because of Mrs.
Trout, Noah said, and went
on to note their good-na-
tured rivalry when it comes
to professional football.
“She loves the Vikings and
I'm a Packers fan.”

Academically, Noah’s
maintained a good grade
point average at Sta-
ples-Motley. He is also
involved in the PSEO pro-
gram, and enjoys all of his
studies, he said.

Next year, Noah will head
to Northern State College
in Aberdeen, S.D., where
he plans to earn a degree
in either business, or some-
thing in the medical field,
perhaps occupational or
physical therapy. Noah said
he’s been inspired by thera-
pists at TCO who’ve helped
him overcome sports inju-
ries, and he’d like to help
others in the future.

In his spare time, Noah
said he loves his volun-
teer work helping younger
kids in sports, and during
the summer, enjoys tubing,
watching movies, and doing
homework for his PSEO
classes.

is Medicine

Lakewood Motion is more than care—it's a philosophy grounded

in supporting and restoring movement so the body can heal.

Whether you're living with pain, recovering from injury or surgery,

or simply wanting to move better, longer—Lakewood offers the region’s

most comprehensive movement-based care available.

“ Lakewood

\\HEALTH SYSTEM

MOTION

LEARN MORE AT LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM | 218-894-8259




