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Escape Room at Staples Library   
The Underwater Escape Room is open Jan. 5 to Feb. 
28 at the Staples Library. Teams have 30 minutes to 
solve all the clues and find the missing gold medallion. 
The group that completes the challenge in the shortest 
amount of time will win a $25 pizza party. Call the 
library at 218-894-1401 to register for a time slot. 
For ages 16 to adults; limit four per group; free and 
fun. Sponsored by the Staples Friends of the Library. 
(Submitted photos)

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.
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Weather
 

  2026
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Jan. 7        38    25     P. Cloudy                                                       
Jan. 8       36     20    M. Sunny                                        
Jan. 9        33    18    M. Cloudy        
Jan. 10     22    10        Cloudy  
Jan. 11     23    19     P. Cloudy    
Jan. 12     34    18     P. Sunny                            
Jan. 13     23    17    M. Cloudy   
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 21º Low = 4º

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
Jan. 7      16º     7    M. Sunny
Jan. 8      15      -2    M. Sunny                                     
Jan. 9      26      10       Cloudy
Jan. 10    21     16       Cloudy      
Jan. 11    20      10      Cloudy
Jan. 12    15      10      Cloudy
Jan. 13     -2     -10      Cloudy

Inside this issue:
Wrestlers place at The Clash

Girls basketball wins
Motley lights contest winners

The final numbers are in 
and 2025 was a record-break-
ing year for the Lakewood 
Health System OB team, 
with 518 babies delivered 
in 2025, surpassing the pre-
vious record of  515 in 2023. 
That is an average of  1.4 
children born in Staples 
every day during 2025.

Following are some of  
the statistics from Lake-
wood Health System births 
in 2025:

• 260 boys and 258 girls
• 9 sets of  twins
• Busiest month: August 

with 57 deliveries (7 in one 
day)

• Quietest month: Febru-
ary with 32 deliveries

Top baby names of  2025 
at Lakewood:

• Boys: 1. Levi, 2. Oliver, 
3. Weston

• Girls: 1. Oaklynn, 2. 
Nora, 3. Evelyn

Lakewood saw 
518 births
in 2025

Born at 1:34 a.m. on January 1, 2026, just an hour and a half into the new year, 
Lakewood Health System’s New Year’s baby, Lainey Aveline, was welcomed into the 
world by proud parents Annika and Zachary Miklos of Little Falls. She was born weigh-
ing 7 pounds, 13 ounces and measuring 21 inches.

The delivering provider was Dr. Adrianne Moen, assisted by registered nurse  
Missi Ironwood. To celebrate Lainey’s birth, the Lakewood Health System Foundation 
and Piecemakers Quilt Club of Staples presented gifts to the family in honor of the new 
year. The Foundation gave a gift basket of items prepared by The Shoppe (Lakewood’s 
gift shop) and Longbella Drug by Lakewood, and the Piecemakers Quilt Club gave a 
beautiful handmade baby quilt, prepared just for the first baby of 2026.

Pictured are Amy Monson, RN; Annika, Lainey and Zachary; and Dr. Adrianne 
Moen. Not pictured, Missi Ironwood, RN. 

(Photo by Tiff Lorber, health unit coordinator/OB tech)

New Year baby didn’t take long to arrive

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Several members of  the 
public attended the Staples 
City Council meeting on 
Dec. 23, to learn about the 
4th Street NE reconstruc-
tion project and the special 
assessments that will be 
applied to properties along 
the street.

A re presentative  of  
Bolton & Menk engineering 
firm told the council about 
the project. It will be a com-
plete reconstruction of  4th 
Street NE, from 3rd Ave. 

NE to Warner Road. It will 
include new sidewalks and 
infrastructure along the 
road, including water lines, 
storm sewer, water mains 
and street lights. The side-
walk on the west side will 
go all the way to Warner 
Road.

The council approved 
resolutions ording the proj-
ect to move forward, includ-
ing preparation of  plans 
and authorizing construc-
tion bidding. The bids are 
expected to be open later in 
January. The bids will be 
awarded in Feb. or March, 

with construction to start 
in April or May.

The total cost of  the 
project is expected to be 
$7,433,000, with some costs 
being split  with Todd 
County, such as stor m 
sewers.

Costs for the project will 
be assessed to landown-
ers along the route. Costs 
according to the city’s 
assessment policy should 
mean a cost of  $18.19 per 
foot for street, $11.56 for 
sidewalk and $2.09 per 
square foot for driveways. 
The engineers did have a a 

cost estimate for each prop-
erty, but it will depend on 
final costs.

Several of  the members 
of  the public asked if  there 
would be new water, sewer 
or electric lines put in to 
properties that don’t need 
it. City Administrator Jerel 
Nelsen said they will speak 
with each landowner to find 
out their needs. There are a 
few empty lots on the street, 
Nelsen said if  they are 
thinking of  building there, 
they might want to put in a 

Staples City Council discusses street 
assessments for 4th Street NE project

Haines/Dunbar Family 
Lofthus/Perish Family
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A holiday lighting con-
test,  sponsored by the 
Motley Lions and Motley 
Community Events Organi-
zation, was held recently in 
the City of  Motley. Winners 
included:

o AutoSmith - Best Deco-
rated Business. Located at 
Hwy 10 S.

o Bryan Stevens - Best 
O v e r a l l  D e c o r a t i o n s . 
Located at Eledredge St. E.

o Best Use of  Lights - 
Marinell Philipp. Located 
at Beaulieu St. W.

Each of  the winners 
received a certificate and 
$100. 

Holiday lights 
contest winners 
in Motley

Best Decorated Business

Best Overall Decorations

Best Use of Lights

Thanks to the efforts of Bruce Broth-
erton, Public Works Director in Motley, 
two new colorful faces greeted pass-
ers-by during the recent holiday season. 

Santa Claus, above, is located on the wa-
ter plant in Motley and the Grinch, below, 
is located next door to Santa, on the old 
water plant. (Submitted photos)

Colorful faces in Motley

Recent reports from the 
Motley Police Dept. (MPD) 
and Mor rison County 
Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) 
included the following:

D e c.  2 8  -  M o r r i s o n 
County deputies were dis-
patched to a domestic at the 
2100 block of  White Pine 
Ln., Motley.

Dec. 27 -  The MCSO 

received a report of  an ATV 
that  fell through ice on the 
east side of  Lake Shamin-
eau in Motley. The respond-
ing deputy reported there 
were no injuries and that 
everyone involved was safe 
and made it ashore. They 
also were able to get the 
side by side out.

Motley area law 
enforcement

The Staples Host Lions recently do-
nated $1,000 to the Staples-Motley Ath-
letic Hall of Fame. Pictured, from left, are 

Mike Hajek, SM Athletic Hall of Fame vol-
unteer; and Lion President Bob Schafer. 
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Lions donate to SM Hall of Fame

A pine tree frames a snowplow on a snowy day in 
Staples. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

DEADLINE: 12 noon Fridays
 for all newspaper 

advertising, copy, photos, legals.
218-894-1112

email: editor@staplesworld.com    office@staplesworld.com
Mailing address: Staples World, PO Box 100, Staples, MN  56479

LOCAL subscription rate: $58 per year if located in
Todd, Wadena, Morrison and Cass counties. 

$53
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Looking back

75 Years ago - 1951 
o Jan. 4, 1951 - Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry A. Koenig were pleas-
antly surprised Tuesday 
morning, Jan. 2, when they 
received a Christmas card 
from some unknown party 
containing $40. The money 
enclosed was two ten-dollar 
bills, and a 20-dollar bill.

The card read, on the 
inside: “It is with many 
happy wishes that this is 
sent to you; and here’s 
hoping it will please you, for 
that’s what it’s meant to do.” 
An Old Debt of  Many Years 
Standing.

The letter  was post -

marked at El Paso, Texas on 
Dec. 29, 1950 at seven o’clock 
in the morning.

Mr. Koenig was in busi-
ness in Staples for 46 years 
before he retired when he 
sold his place to Wilmar 
DesMarais several years 
ago.

He stated: “I am at a loss 
to know just who this party 
might be because I had so 
many wonderful customers 
in all those 46 years that I 
cannot remember who ever 
owed me that much money.” 
However, the Koenigs are 
very thankful for the letter, 
the wishes and the enclo-
sure.

o Jan. 4, 1951 - Swan 
Valley Ladies Aid met 
Thursday afternoon at the 
Roy Carr home with Mrs. 
Carr, Mrs. Orel Granby and 
Mrs. Clarence Hanley host-
esses. Twenty-five members 
and several visitors were 
present. After the business 
meeting two films were 
shown by Rev. Amundson.  

o Jan. 4, 1951 - It was a 
case of  Old Mr. Stork favor-
ing the girl babies at the 
Staples Municipal hospital 
during the 1950 year, when 
figures released by Dr. J. 
M. Cook, city health officer, 
revealed that a total of  140 
births were recorded at the 
hospital, and of  this total 71 
were girls.

o Jan. 4, 1951 - A Holstein 
cow at the Frank Hazuka 
farm northeast of  Staples 
gave birth to twin calves on 
Dec. 28.

“Both mother and the 
little ones are doing nicely,” 
reports the North May town-
ship correspondent, Mrs. E. 
Michalson.

o The fishing contest 
which is still being con-
ducted by Harter’s Clothes 
Shop in Staples is bringing 
out some very large mem-
bers of  the finny tribe, as 
well as some small ones too.

The first fish displayed 
in the window was a four-
ounce perch reported to 
have been caught by Arn 
Carlson.

For quite a few days this 
was the only fish on display 
in the window, and then 
young Jack Giza landed a 
beauty in Gull River which 
tipped the scales at even 14 
pounds. He had the honors 
for several days.

 50 Years ago - 1976
o Jan.  1 ,  1976 -  The 

approval of  new parking 
tickets for the Staples Police 
Department, a transfer of  a 
license, a long discussion on 
a proposed sewer and water 
line to Highview Estates 
and several reports, plus 
other business were all han-
dled by the members of  the 
Staples City Council at their 
regular meeting Dec. 23.

Present for the meeting 
were Aldermen Edwin B. 

Perry, Darwin Peterson, Dr. 
V. D. Bredemeier and Robert 
Hankey. Alderman Brede-
meier, vice-chairman of  the 
council, presided over the 
meeting in the absence of  
Mayor Ernest E. Weber.

A l s o  p r e s e n t  w e r e 
Norman G. Schroeder, city 
clerk; Hans Borstad, city 
attorney; John Rankin, city 
engineer; and other inter-
ested persons.

o Jan. 1, 1976 - The Sta-
ples Jaycees announced 
this week that Eric Lloyd, 
director of  the Staples Com-
munity Center, has been  
named the winner of  their 
1975 Distinguished Service 
Award.

L l o yd  w a s  s e l e c t e d 
among a field of  six candi-
dates, with the other nomi-
nees being Patricia Spence, 
Warren Noetzelman, Joy 
Lester, Gary Kenner and 
Dr. Jon Theurer. Lloyd was 
nominated for the award by 
the Sacred Heart Council of  
the Knights of  Columbus.

o Jan. 1, 1976 - After much 
confusion as to when an 
increase to Postage rates 
would be effective, the U.S. 
Court of  Appeals granted 
the Postal Service to raise 
postage rates effective Dec. 
31, 1975 on most classes of  
mail.

The new rates for first 
class mail are: letters - 13 
cents for the first ounce and 
11 cents for each additional 
ounce. Post cards and Postal 
cards - 9 cents.

 25 Years ago - 2001
o Jan. 4, 2001 - Staples fire-

fighters fought a stubborn 
fire Friday afternoon, Dec. 
29, at the Ted Bristlin farm 
home south of  Staples in 
Moran Township.

The fire destroyed the 
garage portion of  the farm 
house and caused major 
damage to the house due to 
smoke and heat.

Mrs. Evelyn Bristlin was 
in the house and narrowly 
escaped without getting 
injured, according to Fire 
Chief  Joe Hassler. 

o Jan. 4, 2001 - At the first-
ever Leader Sled Dog Sprint 
races, 25 to 30 teams from 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Canada lined up for various 
races and events. The field 
was cleared and the course 
measured out at the Dave 
Buscho and Chuck Tangen 
farms, located eight and 
one-half  miles north of  
Motley on Hwy 64. For most 
spectators, it was also the 
first time witnessing such 
an event.

o Jan. 4, 2001 - A native of  
Staples, Randy Snyder was 
recently named Administra-
tor of  the year by the Min-
nesota Dietary Managers 
Association.

Snyder, a 1976 Staples 
High School graduate and 
son of  Maris and Joyce 
Snyder of  Staples, was for-
merly administrator of  St. 
John Lutheran Home in 
Springfield. He currently is 
the executive director of  the 
Minnesota Board of  Exam-
iners for Nursing Home 
Administrators.

o Jan. 4, 2001 - A Men-
ahga man was arrested 
early Sunday, Dec. 31, after a 
chase that began near Bluff-
ton and ended in Wadena 
County north of  Wadena.

Overall, however, the 
area’s New Year’s Eve was 
a fairly quiet time for law 
enforcement and traffic 
problems, officials reported.

According to the Detroit 
Lakes office of  the State 
P a t r o l ,  T r o o p e r  J e f f  
Pinoniemi attempted to 
stop a vehicle on Otter Tail 
County Road 75 near Bluff-
ton about 20 minutes after 
midnight on Dec. 31.

Rather than obey the 

of ficer, the driver fled. 
Pinoniemi pursued north 
on County Road 75 and then 
east into Wadena County. 
The chase continued across 
Highway 71 and on Wadena 
County Road 9, where the 
driver lost control of  the 
vehicle and it entered the 
ditch and rolled over.

10 Years ago - 2016
o Jan. 7, 2016 - The Staples 

Motley High School Music 
Boosters held a “China 
Buffet Themed Dinner” 

fundraiser Jan. 3, at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Staples. 
Approximately 250 people 
attended the dinner, with 
over $2,000 raised for the 
SMHS Music Dept.

o Jan. 7, 2016 - Sherry 
Miller Frisk of  rural Motley 
is the new director at the 
Motley Area Food Shelf. She 
is taking over this position 
from Sharon Stone, who will 
continue to handle the food 
shelf’s finances.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Mystery solved
Last week’s mystery photo published in the Dec. 

25, 1975 edition of the Staples World featured Duane 
Hansen of Motley with a silver fox he’d trapped in an 
area west of Staples. Hansen said this was the first wild 
silver fox he’d seen in his four years of trapping.

Lana Hansen called and said “That’s my hus-
band Duane. He trapped a silver fox, that’s pretty rare 
around here. A lot of people were taking pictures of 
it, I still have that picture.” Lana said Duane kept the 
mounted fox but now they have given it away to their 
granddaughter or grandson. “It was one of them, they 
both live over by Breezy Point, I know it went that way,” 
said Lana.

Toni Stevenson of Florida and her dad, Gary Ste-
venson of Motley correctly identified Duane and his 

‘silver fox.’ They also noted that Duane and Lana used 
to get leeches for bait from Gary out on County Road 
28. Thanks for participating in our mystery photo.

Mystery photo
Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from 

1986. Do you know who these people are and perhaps 
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to 
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to 
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Recent incident reports 
from the Staples Police Dept. 
include:

Dec. 22, Staples Police 
took a report from a res-
ident whose neighbor had 
been evicted 21 days ago. 
The neighbor dropped off  
his two dogs and has not 
returned to pick them up.

Dec. 23, Staples Police 
gave a ride to a person from 
Lakewood Health System in 
Staples to the Amtrak sta-
tion, so he didn’t have to 
walk in the cold and dark.

Dec. 25, Staples Police 
assisted with a crash on 
Highway 10, near 305th Ave, 

east of  Lakewood Health 
System ini Staples. A vehi-
cle with a 20 year old female 
and two year old child col-
lided with a vehicle driven 
by a 40 year old woman in 
the median. The two pas-
sengers in the first car were 
treated at Lakewood Health 
System for non-life threat-
ening injuries. Road condi-
tions included snow and ice.

Dec. 27, Staples Police 
assisted with a vehicle roll-
over on Airport Road near 
Summit Ave. Staples Fire 
Department assisted with 
extrication.

Suspicious activity was 
reported at 7:06 a.m., Dec. 
26, 2025, at the post office in 
Bertha. 

Post office staff  reported 
that sometime during the 
previous night, the post 
office lobby had been van-
dalized and blood had been 
smeared on the wall. In 
addition, post office per-
sonnel reported that some 
boxes had been damaged. 

A deputy responded to 

investigate the incident and 
documented the scene. The 
deputy then spoke to post 
office staff  and cleared the 
scene. 

The incident is currently 
under active investigation 
and the Todd County Sher-
iffs Office encourages mem-
bers of  the public to call 
320-732-2157 with any infor-
mation regarding the inci-
dent.

Bertha Post Office 
vandalized

Long Prairie Police
Juan Sevastian Ambriz Hernan-

dez, Grey Eagle. Driving after revoca-
tion. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Rachel Lee Bobick, Long Prai-
rie. Sale of tobacco/tobacco related 
devices to children-under 21 years 
old. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jake Randall Spencer, Glenwood. 
Expired registration. Fine $30. Fee 
$85.

Kimorah Laulul Yobech, Long 
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85. Driver must carry 
proof of insurance when operating 
vehicle. Fine $200. 

MN State Patrol
 Judith Dianne Halverson, Sta-

ples. Fail to Yield right of way. Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

Logan Scott Atkinson, Little Falls. 
Speed 78/60. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Shawn James Beardsley, Fores-
ton. Window restrictions. Fine $50. 
Fee $85.

Gryffn Stuart Ebel, Jamestown, 
ND. Speed 75/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Fujimori Francisco, Miami, FL. 
Speed 84/70. FIne $50. Fee $85.

Alwin Jonnet Gonzalez Sanchez, 
Mandan, ND. Speed 84/70. Fine 
$50. Fee $85.

 Tucker Virden Kuhlmann, Sauk 
Centre. Speed 79/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

 Hunter Lee LaHaise, Brecken-
ridge. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

 Joston John Lucas, Oglivie. 
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

 Ryan James Marcyes, Long Prai-
rie. Window tint. Fine $50. Fee $85.

 Juan Carlos Melenciano Cabrera, 
Browerville. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

 Jerry Pabon Padin, Long Prairie. 
Driving after suspension. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

 Ryan Michael Reynolds, Hanover. 
Speed 88/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

 Trevor Lee Simpson, Osakis. 
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fine $85.

 Evelyn Anne Sjogren, Sauk 
Centre. Speed 79/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Staples Police Dept. 
Emma Rose Boser, Hil lman. 

Liquor-consumption by person under 
21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff’s Office
John Joseph Fink, Browerville. 

Traffic regulation-driver fails to Yield 
right of way to Emergency vehicle. 
Fine $100. Fee $85.

Roy Robles Vega, Long Prairie. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. Uninsured vehicle-owner 
violation. Fine $200.

Austin Matthew Sargeant, Alexan-
dria. Speed 75/60. Fine $60. Fine 
$85.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Michelle 
W. Lawson in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 23, 2025.

 Francisco Emmanuel Sanchez 
Nieves, Long Prairie. Disorderly 
conduct. Sentenced. Supervised 
probation, 1 yr. Local confinement 
(90 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 86 days for 
1 yr credit for time served: 4 days). 
Fine $50. Restitution $1,911.03. 
Fee $75. Assault-5th degree-inflict 
or attempt bodily harm. Dismissed.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Bensen in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 23, 2025.

Kurt Boyd, II Westling, Staples. 
2nd degree driving under influence 
of controlled substance. Dismissed. 
2nd degree driving under influ-
ence-presence of Schedule I or II 
controlled substance. Dismissed. 

Driving after revocation. Sentenced. 
Local confinement (90 days, stay 0 yr 
0 mo 90 days for 1 yr). Unsupervised 
probation. Fine $100. Fee $75.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Leah J. 
duCharme in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 23, 2025.

Brandon Michael Tamm, Osakis. 
Unlawful deposit of garbage, litter 
or like. Continued. Pay restitution. 
$30.59. Unsupervised probation, 6 
mo. Fine $100.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge William J. 
Cashman in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 22, 2025.

 Bridget Cecelia Butler, Clarissa. 
3rd degree DWI-operate motor vehi-
cle-alcohol concentration 0.08 within 
2 hours. Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (364 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 362 
days for 4 yr credit for times served: 
2 days. Supervised probation, 4 yr. 
Fine $50. Fee $105. Collision with 
unattended vehicle-notify victim or 
police. Dismissed.

Stephanie Cuevas, Long Prairie. 
3rd degree driving while impaired. 
Dismissed. 3rd degree dr iving 
while impaired-blood alcohol con-
tent greater than 0.8 within 2 hours. 
Sentenced. Local confinement (364 
days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 304 days for 
4 yr credit for time served: 2 days). 
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine 
$600. Fee $105. Driving after revo-
cation. Dismissed.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Bensen in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 19, 2025.

Jennifer Lee Zeitler, Little Falls. 
Careless driving-operate any vehicle 
carelessly on street or highway. Con-
tinued for dismissal. Unsupervised 
probation, 1 yr.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Bensen in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 18, 2025.

Jose Luis Vargas Caban, Alex-
andria. DWI-alcohol concentration 
0.08 within 2 hours. Local confine-
ment (364 days, stay 362 days for 
4 yr credit for time served: 2 days). 
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine $50. 
Fee $856.

Kadyn Renae Triebenbach, St. 
Peter. DWI 3-operate motor vehi-
cle-alcohol concentration 0.08 within 
2 hours. Dismissed. DWI 4-operate 
motor vehicle under influence of 
alcohol. Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (90 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 89 
days for 2 yr credit for time served: 
1 day). Supervised probation, 2 yr. 
Fine $400. Fee $100.

The following cases were 
heard before Judge Daniel 
A. Bensen in Seventh District 
Court in Todd County Decem-
ber 17, 2025.

Dustin Michael Carpenter, Brow-
erville. Theft. Dismissed. Receiving 
stolen property. Sentenced. Local 
confinement (364 days, stay 334 
days for 4 yr credit for time served: 
18 days). Supervised probation, 4 
yr. Fine $100. Fee $75. Drugs-5th 
degree-possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 
or paraphernalia residual-not canna-
bis/hemp. Dismissed. 3rd degree 
DWI-operate motor vehicle under 
influence of controlled substance. 
Sentenced. Local confinement (364 
days, stay 0 yr 0 mo 334 days for 
4 yr credit for time served 11 days). 
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine 
$700. Fee $105. Driving after revo-
cation. Dismissed. No proof of insur-
ance. Dismissed.

Todd Cty. court 
report Dec. 31

Staples Police 
report

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.
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By Mike Wiener
State Representative

I joined several of  my Re-
publican colleagues in the 
House and Senate in call-
ing on Governor Tim Walz 
to resign following alarm-
ing new information about 
widespread fraud in Minne-
sota’s Medicaid waiver pro-
grams. According to First 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe 
Thompson, half  or more of  
the $18 billion paid through 
14 waiver programs during 
the Walz administration 
may be fraudulent. These 
revelations raise serious 
concerns about leadership, 
accountability, and the gov-
ernor’s responsibility to 
oversee his administration 
and protect taxpayer dollars 
intended to serve Minneso-
ta’s most vulnerable resi-
dents.

Below is a copy of  the re-
lease:

“A group of  Minnesota 
House and Senate Repub-
licans called on Gov. Tim 
Walz to resign today after 
First Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Joe Thompson said that 
half  or more of  the $18 bil-
lion paid through 14 Medic-
aid waiver programs during 

Walz’s administration could 
be fraudulent.

Minnesota State Senators 
Bill Lieske (Lonsdale) and 
Nathan Wesenberg (Little 
Falls), and State Represen-
tatives Marj Fogelman (Ful-
da), Drew Roach (Farming-
ton) and Mike Wiener (Long 
Prairie), pointed to Article 
8, Section 6 of  the Minne-
sota Constitution, which 
lists serious malfeasance 
or nonfeasance in the per-
formance of  official duties 
as grounds for recalling ex-
ecutive or inferior officers. 
The legislators said they are 
not launching a recall effort 
against Gov. Tim Walz but 
believe this constitutional 
standard also supports res-
ignation.

In a joint statement, the 
legislators said:

“Minnesotans have been 
watching the fraud crisis get 
worse and worse for years. 
It has gone on long enough. 
This is not about politics or 
stunts, and we do not make 
a call like this lightly. The 
office of  the governor de-
serves respect, and we have 
tried to give Gov. Walz time 
to act.

“But leadership means 
doing the right thing even 
when it is difficult, which 

is why we are calling on 
Gov. Walz to resign. We are 
talking about billions of  
dollars in fraud that should 
have gone to vulnerable 
Minnesotans. The red flags 
were everywhere. Yet, year 
after year the fraud kept 
growing, and year after year, 
nothing changed.

“People in our districts 
raise this issue constantly. 
It is the number one issue 
we hear about. They want 
to know why nobody is be-
ing held accountable. They 
want to know when some-
body is going to fix it. And 
they want to know why the 
governor isn’t resigning.

“What we are seeing from 
the governor is what non-
feasance looks like. When a 
governor fails to do what he 
is required to do, when he 
watches a crisis spiral out of  
control and does nothing to 
stop it, that is nonfeasance. 
The governor had a duty to 
oversee his administration 
and protect these programs. 
He failed. There needs to be 
consequences.

“For the good of  the state, 
Gov. Walz should step aside. 
Minnesota needs account-
ability, a reset, and new 
leadership that can get us 
back on the right track.”

Legislators call for 
governor to resign

From Minnesota Department of Children, 
Youth and Families (DCYF)

DCYF’s Office of  Inspector General (OIG) 
has a team of  investigators who conduct 
regular oversight into all providers partici-
pating in CCAP.

Additionally, DCYF investigators work 
closely with law enforcement, county part-
ners, and community members to identi-
fy, investigate, and stop fraudulent activity. 
After thorough investigation, the agency 
can take actions such as issuing correction 
orders, recouping funds, or disqualifying 
providers from CCAP.  DCYF can stop pay-
ments during the investigation if  there is 
credible evidence of  fraud. The department 
works closely with law enforcement and re-
fers cases for criminal investigation where 
fraud is involved. 

DCYF currently has 55 open investiga-
tions involving providers receiving CCAP 
funding.

Investigations can range from a one-time 
compliance check — observing classrooms 
and reviewing attendance against billing — 
to longer, in-depth reviews comparing chil-
dren present with billing records.  

 For example, in a recent case, OIG inves-
tigators used surveillance to confirm that 
the number of  children entering a center 
over time did not match submitted billing 
records. The provider and controlling indi-
vidual were then disqualified from CCAP 
and other publicly funded DCYF programs. 
This disqualification was shared with state 
and county agencies for appropriate fol-
low-up. 

 OIG also operates the Early and Often 
program, working with licensing staff  to 
provide technical assistance and conduct 
frequent visits to newly licensed centers to 
ensure compliance with licensing and bill-
ing requirements. Records reviewed during 
these visits can trigger further investiga-
tion if  deficiencies are not corrected. 

 Additionally, a data analytics team mon-
itors payment data for irregularities that 
may indicate fraud.  

 Licensing staff  conduct annual unan-
nounced visits to each center, using a sup-
plemental checklist to identify potential 
concerns and refer them to investigators. 

 If  CCAP payments are suspended, both 
parents and providers are notified through 
the CCAP eligibility and payment system. 
Parent notices include guidance on select-
ing a new provider through ParentAware.
org.  

Viral video
As part of  our ongoing commitment to 

oversight, OIG investigators conducted on-
site compliance checks at nine child care 
centers referenced in a recently circulated 
video.

Investigators confirmed the centers were 
operating as expected, gathered evidence 
and initiated further review. Children were 
present at all sites except for one -- that site, 
was not yet open for families for the day 
when inspectors arrived.

Quality Learning Child Care Center: On 
Dec. 19, 2025, DCYF was made aware that 
Quality Learning child care center intended 
to voluntarily close, a statement that DCYF 
Commissioner Tikki Brown referenced 
during a Dec. 29 press conference. The clo-
sure announcement earlier in the month 
was not the result of  any action taken by 
DCYF. When licensing investigators visited 
the center on Dec. 29, they learned the facil-
ity had chosen to remain open. 

 The child care centers referenced in the 
online video received the following CCAP 
funding in fiscal year 2025: Super Kids Day-
care Center, $471,787; Future Leaders Ear-
ly Learning Center, $3.68 million; Quality 
Learning Centers,  $1.9 million; Tayo Day-
care, $1.09 million; Minnesota Child Care 
Center, $2.67 million; Mini Child Care Cen-
ter, $1.6 million; Sweet Angel Child Care, 
$1.54 million; ABC Learning Center, $1.04 
million; Minnesota Best Child Care Center, 
$3.4 million; Mako Child Care Center has 
been closed since 2022 

DCYF currently has ongoing investiga-
tions at four of  the centers.

 Unvetted claims impact families and in-
vestigations

 DCYF remains committed to fact-based 
reviews that stop fraud, protect children, 
support families, and minimize disruption 
to communities that rely on these essential 
services. 

Distribution of  unvetted or deceptive 
claims and misuse of  tip lines can inter-
fere with investigations, create safety risks 
for families, providers, and employers, and 
has contributed to harmful discourse about 
Minnesota’s immigrant communities. 

If  you have concerns about potential 
fraud at a particular child care center, please 
report your concerns so the tip can be inves-
tigated. Doing so ensures providers who 
have committed fraud may be thoroughly 
investigated to ensure all administrative 
and criminal actions can be pursued.

DCYF conducts ongoing 
on-site compliance 
reviews for CCAP

By Lee H. Hamilton
Hamilton Lugar School of 
Global and International 
Studies

It’s a fundamental prem-
ise of  American democracy 
that our elected representa-
tives will do what we expect 
them to do. That doesn’t 
mean we can dictate every 
action they take. Overall, 
however, their job is to rep-
resent their constituents, 
not anyone else.

But here’s the catch. Poli-
ticians can only do what we 
want if  they know what that 
is. Representative govern-
ment is only effective when 
we take seriously the duty 
of  citizenship. That means 
we need to inform ourselves, 
articulate our views, and 
make clear what we value.

I’ve always been im-
pressed that many Ameri-
cans want to do this. We vol-
unteer in our communities, 
vote in elections and con-
tribute to charities. Many 
of  us attend government 
meetings, write letters to 
our representatives and re-
spectfully share our views 
with friends and strangers. 
This engagement is at the 
heart of  our democracy. It’s 
what has made America a 
great nation and made our 
system of  government a 
model for the world. 

One of  the great plea-
sures of  my tenure in Con-
gress was seeing how or-
dinary people could make 
a difference in their small 
towns and rural communi-
ties. In my southeastern In-
diana district, residents of-
ten put a great deal of  effort 

into improving infrastruc-
ture. Farmers took the lead 
in safeguarding the local 
watershed. Nurses, doctors 
and patients collaborated 
to strengthen health care. 
These efforts were usually 
nonpartisan and were led by 
people who knew the com-
munity. They didn’t always 
succeed, but often they en-
ergized supporters and pro-
duced positive results.

They were a good exam-
ple of  public virtue, the idea 
that we have a duty to put 
the common good ahead 
of  their own self-interest. 
America’s founders wrote 
often about public virtue 
and believed it was essen-
tial for citizens, not just for 
our leaders. Practicing citi-
zenship can take work, how-
ever, and it’s getting harder. 
Most people, understand-
ably, are focused on earning 
a living and caring for their 
families. They may not have 
time for much else.

Even being an informed 
voter, a cor nerstone of  
citizenship, has become 
challenging in this era of  
partisan news, pervasive 
social media and online. 
Paradoxically, as news and 
opinion sources prolifer-
ate, it can be harder to find 
information that’s reliable. 
It’s gotten so bad that the 
fact-checking organization 
Politifact dropped its tradi-
tion of  identifying a “lie of  
the year” and declared 2025 
to be “the year of  the lie”. 
Being a citizen also means 
understanding how govern-
ment operates, and it’s con-
cerning that many Amer-
icans seem uninfor med 

about such basics as the 
three branches of  govern-
ment and the workings of  
Congress.

As I suggested, the duty 
of  citizenship includes mak-
ing our views known. If  our 
representatives don’t hear 
from us, they are unlikely 
to do what we want. It may 
seem that politicians only 
listen to party insiders and 
lobbyists, or that they only 
hear those with the loudest 
voices or the most money. I 
can assure you that’s not 
the case.

You can see this in a re-
cent example from Indiana. 
State lawmakers came un-
der intense pressure from 
President Donald Trump 
to redraw congressional 
districts to give his party 
an advantage in the 2026 
elections. The legislature 
is overwhelmingly Republi-
can, but it rejected the idea. 
State legislators listened to 
the voters, who didn’t want 
mid-decade redistricting.

Those legislators and the 
constituents who contacted 
them were demonstrating 
public virtue, as were the 
local leaders whose efforts 
I described earlier in this 
column. They put mutual 
interest ahead of  partisan-
ship, just as the founders 
hoped that future Ameri-
cans would do.

Engaging in civic life 
may seem like a burden, but 
it’s our duty as citizens. Ac-
tive citizenship is essential 
for our system of  govern-
ment to work. Without it, 
there is no way we will find 
the public-spirited leaders 
that we need.

Participating in civic life 
is our duty as citizens

Quote of  the week

“The greatest enemy of  truth is not the lie… 
but the myth.”

— John F. Kennedy

Quote of  the week

“Our lives begin to end the 
day we become silent about 

things that matter.”
— Marin Luther King Jr.

By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

Over the past 30 years, 
the small farming town of  
Willmar, Minnesota, has be-
come home to Somali fam-
ilies fleeing civil war and 
famine. The community of  
roughly 20,000 residents 
has welcomed so many So-
malis that “a lively stretch 
downtown is called ‘Little 
Mogadishu’ because Soma-
lis run more than a dozen 
storefront businesses,” re-
ports Joe Barrrett of  The 

Wall Street Journal. 
Despite their dedication 

to family and entrepre-
neurial contribution, many 
Willmar Somalis are afraid 
to leave their homes after 

“President Donald Trump 
lashed out against immi-
grants from Somalia, call-
ing them ‘garbage’ and say-
ing he doesn’t want them 
in the U.S.,” Barrett writes. 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agents 
have reportedly intensified 
raids in Minnesota after 
Trump’s comments. 

Somalis across Minneso-
ta have already been “shak-
en by a sprawling fraud 
scandal that has put the 
state’s Somali community 
in the national spotlight 
and drawn Trump’s ire,” 
Barrett explains. Feder-
al prosecutors say dozens 
of  people -- almost all of  
whom are from the Soma-
li community -- used fake 

businesses to steal millions 
from the Federal Child Nu-
trition Program, beginning 
in April 2020.

Willmar leaders don’t 
see the scandal as a fair 
representation of  the Soma-
li population living in the 
U.S. Willmar’s mayor, Doug 
Reese, told Barrett, “I can 
honestly say I haven’t en-
countered any bad Soma-
lis. I mean, there’s proba-
bly some, but by and large, 
they’re good people.”

If  Willmar’s Somalis 
were forced to leave, it 
would deeply wound the 
town’s economy. Rollie Nis-
sen, a 79-year-old Willmar 
Republican leader, told Bar-
rett, “I don’t think [Trump] 
should be painting with a 
broad brush. We should get 
rid of  the people who are 
here illegally, not ship ev-
erybody back to Somalia or 
Mexico or Venezuela.”

Somali population in 
Willmar voices concerns

Quote of  the week

“You do not lead by hitting 
people over the head — that’s 

assault, not leadership.”
— Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Jan. 8
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 
this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

WaDena WhirlaWays square 
Dance Group DancinG   Thurs-
day, Jan. 8, 7 - 9:30 p.m., at 
St. Michael’s Church, 280 
1st Ave. S., Motley.  Charley 
Huhtala, caller. For info., 
612-743-3480.

Jan. 9
Women’s open aa recov-

ery meetinG Fridays in per-

son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 
level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

Jan. 11
celebrate recovery Group 

meetinGs  Sundays, 6 p.m., 
at Motley Free Methodist 
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

Jan. 13
experience strenGth anD 

hope aa Group mtGs in sta-
ples   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mark Your Calendar

Staples Host Lions donate
The Staples Host Lions recently donated $500 to 

the Staples Area Men’s Chorus (SAMC) and $200 to 
Sourcewell for their Students of Character scholarship 
fund. Above, from left, are SAMC member Keith Porter 
and Lion President Bob Schafer. Below, from left, are 
Shari Steer, from Sourcewell, and Lion President Bob 
Schafer. (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Lions Club donations
The Staples Host Lions recently donated $400 to 

the Staples ‘93 Lions for their childhood cancer blankets, 
and another $250 for their Christmas for Kids project. 
Above, from left, are Staples ‘93  Lion Joann Schornack 
and Staples Host Lion President Bob Schafer. Below, 
from left, are Staples ‘93 Lion Donna Shaw (co-chair of 
the Christmas for Kids event) and Lion President Bob 
Schafer. (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Central Lakes College 
Dental Hygiene Program is 
now accepting patients in 
its on-campus dental clin-
ic at the Brainerd campus. 
Beginning February 2026, 
dental hygiene students 
will begin seeing patients 
on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 8:30–11:30 a.m. 
Offering high quality pre-
ventive care at significantly 
reduced rates.

Under the supervision of  
licensed dentists and den-
tal hygiene faculty, students 
will provide a wide range of  
preventive services, includ-
ing oral assessments, radio-
graphs, cleanings (prophy-
laxis), fluoride treatments, 
sealants, and personalized 
patient education. Scaling 
and root planing services 
are planned to be added 
next year. Payments may 
be made by cash, check or 
credit card; insurance will 
not be accepted.

As a teaching clinic, ap-
pointments are longer than 
traditional dental office vis-
its, typically around three 
hours and some patients 
may need multiple appoint-
ments. To ensure the best 
learning environment for 

students, patients should 
have had a dental cleaning 
within the past five years. 
Individuals with more com-
plex periodontal needs may 
be better served next year 
or in private practice.

“We’re truly grateful to 
welcome community mem-
bers into our clinic,” said 
Katie Thalberg, CLC Direc-
tor of  Dental Hygiene and 
Dental Assisting. “When 
you sit in our chairs, you’re 
not only receiving accessi-
ble, high-quality preventive 
care, you’re also making a 
meaningful difference in 
the lives of  our students. 
Your trust helps them grow, 
gain confidence and develop 
the skills needed to succeed 
in their future careers.”

Community members 
are invited to schedule ap-
pointments or learn more 
about available services.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, contact:

 CLC Dental Clinic
 Phone: 218-855-8254
 Email: clcdental@clcmn.

edu
For a list of  service 

fees and other informa-
tion: www.clcmn.edu/den-
tal-clinic/

CLC accepting 
patients for dental 
hygiene program

Christmas carols for big crowd
Members of the Central Minnesota Boys Choir serenaded the crowd that the Polar Xpress event this December, 

singing traditional carols and some old-fashioned Christmas music. Choir director is Brian Sterriker. (Staples World 
photo by Mark Anderson)

Christmas vendors at CLC
Vendors selling gifts and Christmas items were a 

new feature at the Polar Xpress event at Central Lakes 
College in Staples in December. Organizers estimated 
around 1,000 people came to the event each day. The 
vendors tables lined the hallways of the college campus 
building, with a large meeting room also filled with items. 
(Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)
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“Bleak Midwinter”
Pastor Scott Jorgenson, Thomastown Covenant Church, Staples 

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

w
1

5
c

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

What do we do in Minnesota? Talk about the weather. 
Even our Christmas carols refer to the winter season. As 
much as our bleak midwinter differs from that of the man-
ger and the Christ-child, so differs each of the seasons of 
our souls. 

Yes, seasons of our souls. Ecclesiastes says it best…
to everything there is a season and a time for every pur-
pose under heaven. 

Some of us embrace the winter season more than 
summer. I can’t say I embrace it MORE than Summer, 
but I certainly take joy in the -10 degree snowshoe tromp 
along the Leaf River. And I won’t say “No” to a sledding 
day with my grandson. God has His ways of redeeming 
the cold, snowy, windy, bleak midwinter days. 

Others have difficulty finding the redemption in another 
ice covered driveway or flat tire in subzero weather. In 
those moments, I too agree. Where is the joy in that? 

Well, the joy comes not in the season but in The Cre-
ator of the season. God has designed and created a 
world of seasons. We have our “daily seasons” of being 
alert and asleep, eating and digesting, sitting and walk-
ing, working and playing. We have our “work seasons” 
of youth and adult, employed and unemployed, child and 
parent. The comparisons go on and on as enumerated in 

Ecclesiastes 3. 
And this is true of our souls as well. Paul reminds us 

that early in our walk with God we are in the “spiritual 
milk” season giving way to a “spiritual meat” season of 
our life digesting the deeper aspects of God’s power in 
us.  And Jesus reminds us that our spirits are in a constant 
state of change from mountain top “joys unspeakable” 
to valleys of darkness. Remember Jesus’ words on the 
cross in Mark 15:34, “My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?” Knowing full well that God had our eternal 
safety in mind when He sent His Son to die for us, Jesus 
was willing to endure the season of the cross for the sake 
of God’s love for us and the season of eternity in heaven. 

Whatever season we are in, God will redeem it. He will 
take our “joy unspeakable” and multiply it. He will take the 
“dark night of our soul” and He will bless others through it. 

The best part of God’s plan is that one day the tears 
will cease and the joys will never end. Until that season is 
upon us, when Christ comes again, may we see the sea-
sons of our lives and our souls as means by which God 
blesses the world around us just as He did through the life 
of His Son, Jesus: born in a manger, born for the redemp-
tion of our lives and souls. May God bless us this winter 
and the season of our souls. 
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9:00 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310   Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Verndale

MASS: Saturday

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday...................................10 a.m.Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598
Catholic Church

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

ObituariesHello World

Randy Smith, 66, of  Sta-
ples passed away January 
1, 2026 after a courageous 
battle with ALS.

He was born November 1, 
1960, in Staples.

Visitation will be held 
January 10, at 11:00 a.m. at 
the Motley Free Methodist 
Church with a funeral ser-
vice beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
Lunch will follow.

Arrangements are by 
the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel, Staples.

             w3c A00006B2026JN07

Randy Smith

Daniel Francis Spencer, 
83, died December 29, 2025 
after years of  battling Par-
kinson’s disease.

A memorial service will 
be held at 11:00 a.m., Sat-
urday, January 10, 2026 at 
Mattson Funeral Home, 343 
North Shore Drive, Forest 
Lake. Visitation starts at 10 
a.m. 

Dan Spencer always said 
he loved his growing up 
years. Dan was born April 
11, 1942 and raised in Sta-
ples, the 10th child of  Daniel 
Frank and Marian (Kisler) 
Spencer. With two brothers 
and seven sisters, Dan lived 
in a home busy with family.  
There was love galore and 
music too. Always music. 
Dan idolized Elvis Pres-
ley, took up guitar in his 
teens and taught himself  
to become a polished picker. 
After graduation from Sta-
ples High School in 1960 he 
married another musician 
and school mate, LaVyrle 
Kulick. Their shared love 
of  playing guitars and sing-
ing together was a tie that 
bound them through 63 
years of  marriage. Living 
in the Twin Cities and Still-
water, Dan worked in con-
struction as a surveyor and 
estimator, retiring early 
when LaVyrle became a 
published author. Together 
they travelled extensively 
and built a country home 
near Cushing, where Dan 
relished nature and loved 
hunting with family and 
friends. The cabin became 

the heart of  the Spencer joy 
in hosting many guests in 
grand style. 

Dan also loved playing 
baseball, basketball and 
golf  in his younger years, 
then later watching them 
on TV.  

Throughout his life, Dan 
loved and was loved by too 
many nieces and nephews 
to name. He shared a spe-
cial bond with his sisters, 
Jeanie Huebner and Barb 
Longbella. 

H e  i s  s u r v ive d  by 
t wo  g r a n d s o n s,  S p e n -
cer Kimball and Logan 
K i m b a l l ,  t h e i r  w ive s, 
Nicole and Alicia and 
three great-granddaugh-
ters, Sydney, Parker and 
Penelope.

He and LaVyrle were 
blessed with three chil-
dren, Sarah, Amy and Beth, 
all who preceded them in 
death.  

            w3c A00006B2025JN07

Daniel “Dan” Spencer

Mavis  Gall igher,  95 , 
passed away on December 
29, 2025, in Brainerd.

S e r v i c e s  we re  h e l d 
at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in Brainerd Janu-
ary 6, 2026.

Mavis was born June 24, 
1930, to Charles and Mabel 
Woodhouse. She grew up 
in the Pillager area. On 
November 1,  1952,  she 
married Ronald Galligher. 
Together they raised four 
children, two boys and two 
girls. Mavis worked at Sta-
ples State Bank and Motley 
Bank before retiring in 1991 
and moving to Brainerd.

Mavis is survived by four 
children, Thomas (Patri-
cia) Galligher, Timothy 
(Deb Sanders) Galligher, 
Roxanne (Bradley) Nelson 
and Debra (Bryan) Silg-

jord; 10 grandchildren; 16 
great-grandchildren and 
one sister-in-law, Barbara 
Schrupp;.

Arrangements are with 
Nelson-Doran Funeral 
Home in Brainerd. 

               w3p A00006B2026JN07

Mavis Galligher

On l i n e b i r t h s r e m Ov e d 
at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.

Life Currents Policy
To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit 

events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one 
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display 
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item 
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for 
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited 
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci) 
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday, 
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death 
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the 
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on 
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be 
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked 
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age, 
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of 
the funeral home handling the arrangements. 

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World
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Switching hands
Normally a right-handed player, Chloe Larson goes to her left hand to get the ball 

over a tall front fline from Swanville. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson

Versatile scorer

Sophia Luna passes after splitting a double-team.

Pam Lawrence drives on the baseline for a basket 
against Swanville. When she wasn’t hitting three point 
shots, Lawrence was able to drive to the basket. (Sta-
ples World photo by Mark Anderson)

The Staples-Motley boys 
wrestling team placed fourth 
at The Clash National Duals 
Jan. 3-4 at LaCrosse, Wisc. 
The Cardinals nearly upset 
nationally ranked Stillwa-
ter, losing by one point. If  
they had won, it would 
have created a three way 
tie for second place, since 
St. Michael-Albertville won 
all their matches and Still-
water beat Creighton Prep, 
Neb., for second place. 

The tournament had 29 
teams representing 11 states.    

Seeding bracket
On the first day, Sta-

ples-Motley started slowly 
against Caledonia, Minn., 
then were unstoppable the 
rest of  the day. This dual 
started at 172 pounds, and 
the Cardinals lost three of  
their first six matches, but 
gained seven straight pins 
after that to win 60-9.

In the second round, they 
faced Evansville, Wisc., who 
had advanced with a close 
win against Xavier, Conn. 
This time Staples-Motley 
started out hot, building a 
20-0 lead before facing two 
wrestlers in a row who are 
ranked number one in their 
Wisconsin class. Justin 
Olson avoided g ett ing 
pinned but lost with a tech-
nical fall. Caden Kramer 
took care of  the other top 
ranked wrestler, earning 
two takedowns for a 6-0 win. 
At 139 pounds, Gage Bjerga 
pinned a wrestler ranked 
number one in Wisconsin.

For their final match on 
the first day, Staples-Mot-
ley faced Washington, Ill., 
ranked fourth among mid-
sized schools in Illinois. 
They had defeated Decorah, 
Iowa, in the previous round.

The match started at 215 
pounds, where Zach Tabatt 
faced the top ranked wres-
tler in Illinois. Tabatt was 
never in danger of  getting 
pinned, but lost by techni-
cal fall when he fell behind 
by 15 points. That saved a 
team point but the Cardi-
nals didn’t need it because 
they won nine straight 

before Colbe Tappe faced 
the top ranked wrestler in 
the nation at 160 pounds. 
After a scoreless first period, 
it became a high-scoring 
match with Tappe fall -
ing 19-9. Staples-Motley 
advanced with a 53-12 team 
win.

Championship round-
robin

By winning their bracket, 
Staples-Motley advanced to 
the championship group of  
four bracket winners for a 
round-robin of  duals. All 
of  their opponents on day 
two were nationally ranked 
teams, Creighton Prep, Neb., 
#37, Stillwater #42 and St. 
Michael-Albertville #25.

They first faced Creigh-
ton Prep, whose lineup had 
state champions and top 
three finishers at nearly 
every position. Beau Carl-
son and Colbe Tappe had big 
wins, but the Cardinals lost 
a few close matches to lose 
the team score 37-21.

They next faced Stillwa-
ter and nearly upset the 2nd 
ranked team in Minnesota’s 
big schools class. Eli Green-
waldt earned a win over a 
ranked wrestler with a take-
down in overtime. Colbe 
Tappe faced another nation-
ally ranked wrestler. He 
took the match to the final 
overtime, where he won 
with an escape. The team 
match came down to Adrian 
Gomez going against the 
third ranked heavyweight 
in the state. He got the first 
takedown but ended up with 
an 8-4 loss, which dropped 
the team score to 29-28 in 
favor of  Stillwater.  Garrett 
Bjerga and Reece Head-
ley also had close losses to 
ranked wrestlers.

In the final match, the 
Cardinals lost 37-13 to the 
top ranked team in Minne-
sota, St. Michael-Albertville. 
Cooper Tappe, Colbe Tappe 
and Gomez all had wins in 
this match. Garrett Bjerga 
beat the top-ranked wrestler 
in Class AAA 5-0, his second 
win of  the season against 
that wrestler.

Team results
First day bracket
Staples-Motley 60, Caledo-

nia 9
172 - Riley Reese L 7-2, 189 

Reece Headley W ff, 215 Zach 
Tabatt L 5-3, 285 Adrian Gomez 
W fall, 107 Garrett Bjerga W 
fall, 114 Justin Olson L 12-0, 
121 Caden Kramer W fall, 127 
Turner Beachy W fall, 133 
Cayden Neisen W fall, 139 Gage 
Bjerga W fall, 145 Eli Green-
waldt W fall, 152 Beau Carlson 
W fall, 160 Colbe Tappe W fall

Staples-Motley 50, Evans-
ville, Wisc., 11

189 Headley W fall,  215 
Tabatt W 5-1, 285 Gomez W tf  
17-2, 107, Gt. Bjerga W fall, 114 
Olson L tf  16-0, 121 Kramer 
W 6-0, 127 Beachy L 10-3, 133 
Neisen W fall, 139 Gg. Bjerga W 
fall, 145 Greenwaldt W tf  17-0, 
152 Carlson L 4-2, 160 Tappe W ff, 
172 Reese W 14-2

Staples-Motley 53, Wash-
ington, Ill. 12

215 Tabatt L tf  21-5, 285 
Gomez W fall, 107 Gt. Bjerga 
W fall, 114 Olson W 7-3, 121 
Kramer W fall, 127 Beachy W ff, 
133 Neisen W 7-2, 139 Gg. Bjerga 
W fall, 145 Greenwaldt W fall, 
152 Carlson W tf  17-1, 160 Tappe 
L 19-9, 172 Reese L 8-5, 189 Head-
ley W fall

Day 2  championship 
round-robin

Staples-Motley 21, Creigh-
ton Prep, Neb., 37

285 Gomez L 14-6, 107 Gt. 
Bjerga W fall, 114 Olson L 12-0, 
12 Kramer L 18-3, 126 Beachy 
W fall, 133 Neisen L 6-1, 139 Gg. 
Bjerga W fall, 145 Greenwaldt L 
17-1, 152 Beau Carlson W 7-1, 160 
Tappe W 10-3, 172 Riley Reese L 
15-0, 189 Seth Cossentine L 18-3, 
215 Headley L 7-5

Staples-Motley 28, Still-
water 29

107 Gt. Bjerga L 5-1 OT, 114 
Olson L fall, 121 Kramer W fall, 
127 Beachy W 16-0, 133 Neisen L 
21-3, 139 Gg. Bjerga W 19-3, 145 
Greenwaldt W 12-9 OT, 152 Carl-
son L 4-0, 160 Tappe W 3-2, OT, 
172 Reese W fall, 189 Headley L 
9-3, 215 Tabatt L fall, 285 Gomez 
L 8-4

Staples-Motley 13, St. 
Michael-Albertville 37

114 Olson L fall, 121 Kramer 
L 8-4, 127 Beachy L 17-2, 133 
Neisen L 4-2, 139 Gg. Bjerga 
L 3-2, 145 Greenwaldt L 21-6, 
152 Cooper Tappe W 8-1, 160 
Cb. Tappe W 18-2, 172 Reese L 
7-1, 189 Cossentine L 16-1, 285 
Gomez W 19-12, 107 Gt. Bjerga 
W 5-0

Wrestlers take on 
nationally ranked teams

With three weight bracket 
champions, the Staples-Mot-
ley girls wrestling team 
placed second at the Fergus 
Falls Invite on Jan. 3. Kana 
Reese, Leah Greenwaldt and 
Anika Tureson were the 
champions. All three domi-
nated their bracket, Green-
waldt with three pins, and 
two pins each for Reese and 
Tureson.

Team results
Fergus Falls Invite
Sauk Centre-Melrose 246, 

Staples-Motley 160, James-
town 136, MayPort CG, ND 
117, Fergus Falls 11, Fer-
tile-Beltrami 7

100 - Kana Reese 3-0 first 
place, Ali Reese 1-2 3rd

106 Isabelle Dobson 3-1 
3rd, Mikaela Pesta 2-2 4th

112 Leah Greenwaldt 3-0 
1st 

118 Maddie Kist 3-1 3rd
124 Kyleena Rudlang 1-3 

4th place
130 Talyn Lind 3-1 2nd
136 Kylee Winter 1-2 4th
170 Anika Tureson 2-0 1st
100 JV - Addyson Holst 

2nd
112 JV Elise Trif  1-1 2nd, 

Yarethzy Lopez Montana 0-2, 
3rd place

130 JV Jocelyn Vogt 3-1 
2nd

Cardinal girls place 
second at FF Invite

Chloe Larson scored 32 
points and Pam Lawrence 
had 17, leading the Sta-
ples-Motley girls basketball 
team to a 76-62 win over 
Swanville on Jan. 2. They 
traveled to Pelican Rapids 
the next day and came back 
with a 99-36 loss.

A g a i n s t  S w a n v i l l e , 
Larson started the team off  
on the right foot, hitting a 
driving basket and three 
point shot for a 5-2 lead. The 
Cardinals started getting 
into foul trouble later in the 
half, allowing Swanville to 
take the lead again.

Near the end of  the first 
half, Sophia Luna made 
a steal and dribbled the 

length of  the floor to score 
and tie the game 33-33 with 
five seconds left.

In the second half, Sta-
ples-Motley started play-
ing better defense without 
fouling, forcing Swanville 
into taking hard shots. On 
offense, the team started 
getting the ball to Larson at 
the corner of  the free throw 
line, where she could drive, 
shoot or pass. By doing that, 
Larson had 18 points in the 
second half.

Some of  her passes were 
to Lawrence standing at the 
three point line. She made 
two three pointers in a 
row to put the team up by 
12, their biggest lead of  the 

game. Larson, Lawrence 
and Hannah Cole scored 25 
of  the team’s final 27 points, 
getting to the basket for 
most of  their scores. 

Against Pelican Rapids, 
the Cardinals gave up a lot 
of  outside shots, with PR 
hitting 18 3-pointers.

Team results
Staples-Motley 76, Swan-

ville 62
Scoring: Chloe Larson 32, 

Pam Lawrence 17, Clara Maros 
12, Sophia Luna 9, Hannah Cole 
6

Staples-Motley 36, Peli-
can Rapids 99

Scoring: Larson 13, Joci 
Lenk 7, Cole 7, Maros 4, Law-
rence 3, Addie Potter 2

Larson, Lawrence lead 
scoring in Cardinal win

Hannah Cole takes a shot
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Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
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 First 15 words for one week  $9.85 
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         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $25.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______
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Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought 

to our attention after the second publication. 
We are not responsible for errors due to 

illegible copy or missing punctuation. 
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MISCELLANEOUS WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

FULL TIME NIGHT CUSTODIAN 
Night shift, 2:00-10:30PM, M-F, during 
school year. Daytime hours in summer. 
Salary Range: $15.36-$21.50, additional 
$0.65 shift diff erential on night shifts. Year 
round, 12-month position. Apply now: 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classi� ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
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tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

SW
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

ServiceS & 
employment

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, Staples, Since 
1978: Snow Removal, Fire-
wood Sales. 218-894-2871.  
 50tfc

For Sale
305
Pets

SHITZU-BICHON PUP-
PIES:  $450. Go to link: 
m y. g o o d d o g . c o m / a n g -
ies-teddy-bear-puppies-min-
nesota-minnesota to see 
available puppies, or text 
218-232-9362. 3-5p

610
Parcel for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 

Luann McGrane for $85,225. 
Tenants in commen with 3 
other siblings. 1/4 parcel 
01-0035600. Contact daugh-
ter, Christine, POA, 218-639-
3173.                                51tfp 

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W
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Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

EEO/AA

MOTLEY, MN.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
Tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

Immediate
Opening

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

Rooftop 
Snow 

Removal
•Prevent ice dams
•Protect your roof

*FREE ESTIMATES*
218-296-0370

cl52-3p

real eState
602

Apartments for 
Rent
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ISD #2170
SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING #7
Nov. 17, 2025 

6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order
T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 

called to order by Chair 
Freeman at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call was taken, 
members Wright, Frisk, 
Reeck, Trout, Reese and 
Freeman were present, 
comprising a quorum. 
Also present were Super-
intendent Tappe, Record-
ing Clerk Larson, Business 
Manager Hill, Principal 
Ferdon, AD Ahrendt, Sta-
p l e s  Wo rl d  M a n a g i n g 
Editor Anderson, students, 
staff  members and commu-
nity members. The Pledge 
of  Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Wright sec-
onded by Reese, to adopt the 
agenda. MC

Chair Freeman rec-
ognized and welcomed 
those in attendance

School/Community 
Forum - NONE

The 2024-2025 Audit 
Report was presented by 
Brady Martz

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Frisk to accept the 
2024-2025 audit as presented 
by Brady Martz. MC

Consent Agenda
Approve minutes from 

the October 20, 2025 Board 
Meeting

Approve minutes from 
the November 3, 2025 Board 
Work session

Approve the fundraiser 
request from Middle School 
REACH

Approve the resignation 
of:

Paul Petrich, Elemen-
tary Custodian

Audra Steffen, Elemen-
tary Paraprofessional

Drew Potter, JH Basket-
ball and Baseball Coach

Approve the hire of:
Dillen Avenson, Middle/

High School Paraprofes-
sional

Paul Petrich, Middle/
High School Lead Custo-
dian

Approve the 25/26 winter 
coaches list

Approve the fundraiser 
request from Student The-
atre

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Reeck, to approve 
the consent agenda. MC
Donations and In-Kind 

Contributions
Motion by Frisk, sec-

onded by Wright, to approve 
the Resolution to accept 
Grants and Donations in 
the amount of  $ $27,543.20 
and In-kind donations in 
the amount of  $1,237.12. MC

Thank you to Staples Ace 
Hardware, Ives Family/
Timberlake Hotel, LEAP, 
SM Music Boosters, Staples 
Lions Club, Lincoln Scan-
dia Valley Lions Club, SM 
Basketball Boosters, Sta-
ples-Motley Arts Council 
and Kevin Tvedt.

Finance Items
( F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e 

Meeting Minutes 10/28/25)
Financial Report pre-

sented by Business Man-
ager Hill

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Trout, to approve 
the October, 2025 disburse-
ments. MC

G e n e r a l  F u n d : 
$817,082.56 

Food Service: $59,425.52
Community Service: 

$14,914.64
Construction Fund: $0.00
Debt Service: $0.00 
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $7,469.25
Fund 45: $0.00
Motion by Wright, sec-

onded by Frisk, to approve 
the October receipts. MC

G e n e r a l  F u n d :  
$1,260,604.63

Food Service: $100,154.64
Community Service: 

$36,667.36
Construction Fund: $0.00
Debt Service: $975,958.76
Fund 21 Student Activi-

ties: $13,998.46
Fund 45: $0.00

Cabinet Presentation 
by Teaching & 

Learning Coordinator 
Pantzke

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  S t u d e n t 
Achievement Data

Personnel
Motion by Trout, sec-

onded by Reeck, to accept 
the retirement of  Yolanda 
Koppes, Elementary Para-
p ro f e s s i o n a l  e f f e c t ive 
December 31, 2025. MC

Thank you Yolanda for 
your 27 years of  service to 
the Staples-Motley School 
District.

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Wright, to accept 
the retirement of  Cindy 
Denning, School District 
Nurse effective June 30, 
2026. MC

Thank you Cindy for 
your five years of  service to 
the Staples-Motley School 
District.

District Long 
Range Facility Plan 

Presentation by 
Superintendent 
Tappe, Business 

Manager Hill & ICS 
Representative Splett

Review and Comment
Motion by Wright, sec-

onded by Reeck, to approve 
the Submission of  the 
Review and Comment to the 
Commissioner of  the Min-
nesota Department of  Edu-
cation. MC

Reports
School Board:
Freshwater
Sourcewell -  9-16-25 

Minutes
Elementary Principal
Middle/High School 

Principal
Activities/Community 

Ed Director
SMEA
Superintendent
Other
Motion by Frisk, sec-

onded by Trout, to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:38 p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
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ISD #2170

SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING #8
Dec. 1, 2025 

6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order
T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s 

called to order by Chair 
Freeman at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call was taken, mem-
bers Wright, Frisk, Reeck, 
Trout, Reese and Freeman 
were present, comprising a 
quorum. Also present were 
Superintendent Tappe, 
Recording Clerk Larson, 
Business Manager Hill, 
Principal Ferdon, Staples 
World Managing Editor 
Anderson and members of  
the public. The Pledge of  
Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Reese sec-
onded by Reeck, to adopt 
the agenda. MC

Chair Freemann rec-
ognized those in atten-
dance

Truth in Taxation 
Levy Presentation - 

Business Manager Hill
Truth in Taxation Levy 

and Budget Public Discus-
sion

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Frisk, to Approve 
and Certify the 2025 payable 
2026 levy in the amount of  
$5,960,653.28. MC

Other
Motion by Frisk, sec-

onded by Trout, to approve 
the resignation of  Carlie 
Rowe, Middle School Social 
Worker, pending the hire of  
a suitable licensed replace-
ment, with permission to 
post. MC

Motion  by Freeman, 
seconded by Reeck, to ratify 
the 2025-2027 Certified Staff  
Master Contract. MC

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Reese, to adjourn 
the meeting at 6:36 p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
                                          3pnc

TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT
215 First Ave. South

Long Prairie, 
Minnesota 56347

320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.

mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that on Thursday, Janu-
ary 22, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 
the Todd County Board 
of  Adjustment will hold a 
public hearing in the Com-
missioner’s board room, 
215 1st Ave South, Suite 301, 
Long Prairie, Minnesota.

NOTE: This meeting is 
again being held in-person 
and the public is encour-
aged to attend. Those who 
do attend in person can 
find parking atop the hill 
on the west side of  the His-
toric Courthouse and enter 
through the north doors, 
near the American Flag and 
monument.

Questions? Call or email 
320-732-4420 or toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us

Agenda
•Call to Order
•Pledge of  Allegiance
•Introduction of  Board 

of  Adjustment Members 
and process review

•Approval of  agenda
•Approval of  December 

18, 2025 Board of  Adjust-
ment’s meeting minutes

•The applicant is intro-
duced

•Staff  report
•Applicant confirms if  

staff  report accurately rep-
resents the request

•Site Visit Review
•Public comment
•Board  review with 

applicant, staff, and public
1. Reorganization of  

the Board and review of  
Business Rules

2. USS Eagle Bend 
Solar LLC: Section 02, 
Wykeham Township

Site Address: 14910 
380th Street, Eagle Bend, 
MN 56446

PID: 28-0001100
1. Request to remove 

the prime farmland solar 
restriction from Section 
9.20 to allow for the sub-
mission of  a CUP appli-
cation for a 10-megawatt 
solar energy system in AF-1 
Zoning District.

3. Luke Peterson: Sec-
tion 02,  Bur nhamville 
Township

Site Address: 34040 
Explorer Drive, Swanville, 
MN 56382

PID: 06-0003600
1. Request to reduce the 

side yard property line set-
back from 30’ to 16.9’ in AF-1 
Zoning District.

Adjournment. 

Next meeting: Febru-
ary 26, 2026

Adjournment. 

All persons interested 
are invited to attend said 
hearing or submit a letter to 
be heard on these matters. 
All correspondence must 
include name, mailing 
address and be received 
48 hours before the date 
and time of  the hearing.

Todd County Board of  
Adjustment
Russell Vandenheuvel, 
Chair
                                        3pnc

PUBLIC NOTICE

Official Publication for Todd County

NOTICE OF ONLINE SALE 
OF FORFEITED LANDS

February 12 through February 19, 2026
Online: Bid4assets

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the parcels of  
Tax-Forfeited Land that is contained herein shall be sold 
to the highest bidder online with bid4assets. The sale will 
be governed by the provisions of  Minn. Stat. § 282.01 and 
by the resolution of  the Todd County Board of  Commis-
sioners authorizing such sale. The resolution reads as 
follows:

BE IT RESOLVED, that all parcels of  tax-forfeited 
land listed on the List of  Tax-Forfeited Land be classified 
as nonconservation land; that the basic sale price of  each 
parcel on List of  Tax-Forfeited Land, that is on file with 
the Clerk of  the County Board, be approved and authori-
zation for an online sale of  this land be granted, pursu-
ant to Minn. Stat. § 282.01; that the sale will be held at 
10:00 AM, Thursday, February 12 and closes February 19, 
2026, by the Todd County Auditor/Treasurer online with 
Bid4assets, for not less than the basic sale price; and that 
all sales shall be full payment or on the terms set forth on 
the List of  Tax-Forfeited Land.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the conditions and 
terms of  the public sale shall be as described in the list 
of  Tax-Forfeited Land contained here-in and approved by 
the Todd County Board of  Commissioners.

Information about the sale of  tax-forfeited land in 
Todd County can be obtained at the office of  the County 
Auditor/Treasurer, Todd County Courthouse, 215 1st 
Avenue So, Suite 201, Long Prairie, Minnesota, 56347. 
Telephone: (320) 732-4469, or online with Bid4assets.
                                            3pnc

Staples-Motley School Board Minutes

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

4TH STREET NE (CSAH 43) IMPROVEMENTS SAP 077-643-004
CITY OF STAPLES TODD COUNTY, MN

RECEIPT AND OPENING OF PROPOSALS: Proposals for the work described be-
low will be received online through QuestCDN.com until 2:00 p.m. on Monday, January 
26, 2026, at which time the bids will be opened and publicly read at the office of  the City 
Administrator, City of  Staples, 122 6th Street NE, Staples, MN 56479.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: The work includes the construction of  approximately:

together with numerous related items of  work, all in accordance with Plans and 
Specifications. This project is subject to Prevailing Wage Rates, Truck Rentals, Disad-
vantaged Business Enterprise Goals, Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions, Buy 
American Iron and Steel Provisions, and Responsible Contractor Certification.

COMPLETION OF WORK: All work under the Contract must be complete by 
7/16/2027.

PLAN HOLDERS LIST, ADDENDUMS AND BID TABULATION: The plan hold-
ers list, addendums and bid tabulations will be available for download on-line at www.
questcdn.com or www.bolton-menk.com.

TO OBTAIN BID DOCUMENTS: Complete digital project bidding documents are 
available at www.questcdn.com or www.bolton-menk.com. You may view the digital plan 
documents for free by entering Quest project #9610208 on the website’s Project Search 
page. Documents may be downloaded for $50.00. Please contact QuestCDN.com at 952-
233-1632 or info@questcdn.com for assistance in free membership registration, viewing, 
downloading, and working with this digital project information.

BID SUBMITTAL: A bid shall be submitted online no later than the date and time 
prescribed. For this project, the Owner will only be accepting online electronic bids 
through QuestCDN. To access the electronic bid form, download the project document 
and click the online bidding button at the top of  the advertisement. Prospective bidders 
must be on the plan holders list through QuestCDN for bids to be accepted.

BID SECURITY: A Proposal Bond in the amount of  not less than 5 percent of  the 
total amount bid, drawn in favor of  City of  Staples shall accompany each bid.

OWNER’S RIGHTS RESERVED: The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any irregularities and informalities therein and to award the Contract 
to other than the lowest bidder if, in their discretion, the interest of  the Owner would be 
best served thereby.

Dated: December 18, 2025 /s/ Mr. Jerel Nelsen
           City Administrator

Published: December 31, 2025, January 7, 2026, January 14, 2026

Finance and Commerce: December 31, 2025, January 7, 2026, January 14, 2026
                                                        2-4pnc

Whoʼs watching 
out for you?

NEWSPAPERS!
Naturally.

Eighty percent of people polled believe that governments 
should be required to publish public notices in 

newspapers. But for years, government has tried to “hide” 
public notices by either posting them on government 

websites only, or by not publishing them at all.

Newspapers across the country are fi ghting for 
YOUR right to that information. Th at’s our job.

Keep public notices public.
Keep them in newspapers.

Support your local newspaper.

• SOURCE: 2011 Readership Survey by National Newspaper Association.
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City, chamber support Amtrak proposal to 
add passenger train from St. Paul to Fargo

Paul Crowe, MD

Lakewood is pleased to announce its newest Twin Cities Orthopedics 

Surgeon, Dr. Paul Crowe. Dr. Crowe specializes in spine disorders, 

orthopedic fracture care, joint reconstruction, and joint replacement 

revisions, with a focus on individualized, patient-centered care.

He will be seeing patients at the Staples clinic.

L A K E W O O D  W E L C O M E S

O R T H O P E D I C  S U R G E O N

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT,
CALL 218-894-8259
LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM

LW_PCrowe_SW_10.625x6_12.25.indd   1 12/30/25   1:43 PM

Lakewood Health System, 
Staples, welcomes certified 
registered nurse anesthetist 
(CRNA) Laura Valencia as 
the newest provider to the 
anesthesia team.

Originally  from Big 
Lake,  Valencia received her 
undergraduate degree from 
Saint Catherine University 
and her Doctor of  Nursing 
Practice in Nurse Anesthe-
siology degree from Saint 
Mary’s University of  Min-
nesota. She is a member of  
the American Association 
of  Nurse Anesthesiology, 
the Minnesota Association 
of  Nurse Anesthetists, and 
the Society of  Opioid Free 
Anesthesia.

As a certified registered 
nurse anesthetist, Valen-
cia works alongside the 
surgical team at Lakewood 

Health System, administer-
ing anesthesia and other 
medications to patients 
of  all ages during medical 
procedures and surgeries. 
She is also responsible for 
monitoring patients during 
and after receiving anesthe-

sia. Valencia has a special 
interest in caring for pedi-
atric and obstetric patients 
and offering alternative 
approaches to pain manage-
ment.

“I chose to work at Lake-
wood because it’s the kind 
of  place where I would trust 
my own family and children 
to receive care. Every staff  
member is exceptional at 
what they do and genuinely 
happy to be here, creating 
an environment that pro-
vides unmatched patient 
care.”

Valencia is married and 
has three children. She 
loves spending time out-
doors and on the water, 
especially at their family’s 
cabin in Canada. She enjoys 
relaxing with family board 
games and a good book.

Laura Valencia is newest 
anesthesia provider at 
Lakewood health System

Laura Valencia

water line.

In other news, the 
council

• Approved supporting a 
proposal for a new Amtrak 
passenger line from St. Paul 
to Fargo. A new line from 
St. Paul to Chicago has 
been successful. The Sta-
ples Area Chamber of  Com-
merce also sent a letter of  

support for the new train 
route. The train would have 
stops in Little Falls, Sta-
ples and Wadena. Nelsen 
said amtrak is currently 
working on a platform at 
the Staples Depot, for train 
passengers to get on and of  
easier.

• Approved resolution to 
finish paying Valley View 
subdivision bonds.

• Approved lender docu-
ments related to the Staples 
Multi-Family Project (Car-
dinal Pines Apartments). 
The current owners are 
selling the apartments to 
the company that has been 
managing it. TIF District 
requirements will transfer 
to the new owners with the 
same requirements.

The Federal Transpor-
tat ion  Administrat ion 
recently awarded the Min-
nesota  De par tment  of  
Transportation $17.9 mil-
lion in grant funding to help 
rural Minnesota transit pro-
viders upgrade their vehi-
cle fleets and infrastructure.

MnDOT manages the fed-
eral funding of  rural Min-
nesota transit programs 
and works with local part-
ners. The money will help 
replace aging vehicles and 
transition fleets into cleaner 
propane technology.

“These funds improve a 
critical lifeline for people 
living in rural Minnesota, 
because when we invest 
in modern transit facili-
ties, it supports long-term 
service reliability,” said 
Sarah Ghandour, MnDOT’s 
Office of  Transit and Active 
Transportation Director. 

“We selected these projects 
based on demonstrated 
local need, readiness to pro-

ceed, and strong alignment 
with the competitive grant 
program criteria.”

Nearly $13.5 million in 
funding comes from the 
FTA’s Buses and Bus Facil-
ities Program:

• $7.4 million will con-
tribute to the cost of  40 
replacement buses. MnDOT 
will prioritize and rank 
potential recipients based 
on vehicle ages, miles, and 
lifetime maintenance costs.

• $6.1 million will fund 
two new transit facilities for 
United Community Action 
Partnership’s Community 
Transit Program. The facil-
ities, located in the city 
of  Slayton and the city of  
Pipestone, will feature bus 
storage, maintenance/wash 
bays and administrative 
offices.

MnDOT also received 
$4.4 million in “Low and No 
Emissions Program” grant 
funding for:

•  Wa d e n a  C o u n t y  – 

Friendly Rider Transit: One 
propane bus

• Tri-County Action Part-
nership (Benton, Mille Lacs, 
Morrison, Sherburne, Stea-
rns counties): Five propane 
buses, fueling infrastruc-
ture

• Hubbard County Tran-
sit: Six propane buses, fuel-
ing infrastructure

• Tri-Valley Opportu-
nity Council (Clearwater, 
Kittson, Mahnomen, Mar-
shall, Norman, Pennington, 
Polk, Red Lake counties): 
Four propane buses, fueling 
infrastructure

• Brown County Heart-
land Express: Two propane 
buses, fueling infrastruc-
ture

• Rolling Hills Transit 
(Dodge, Olmsted, Winona, 
Fillmore, Houston coun-
ties): One propane bus, fuel-
ing infrastructure

Friendly Rider propane 
bus on funding list

By Sgt. Bryan Savaloja
Wadena County Sheriff’s 
Office 

T he Wadena County 
Sheriff’s Office has taken 
measures to transition 
our CodeRED emergency 
system following a recent 
cyber attack and data 
breach that has impacted 
h u n d re d s  o f  a g e n c i e s 
nationwide. CodeRED is a 
critical notification system 
used to deliver time-sensi-
tive alerts during severe 
weather events,  public 
safety threats, and other 
emergencies.

 CodeRED has reported 
the impacted dataset may 
contain contact informa-
tion of  CodeRED users 
such as: name, address, 
email address, phone num-

bers, and/or associated 
passwords used to create 
user profiles for alerts. If  
the same password is used 
by system users for any 
other personal or business 
accounts, those passwords 
should be changed

T he Wadena County 
Sheriff’s Office has a plan 
for notification redundancy. 
During this transition, part-
ner agencies with emer-
gency alerting capabilities 
will issue Integrated Public 
Alert and Warning System 
(IPAWS) and Wireless Emer-
gency Alerts (WEAs) on our 
behalf.

We encourage residents 
to take the following steps:

• Change any usernames 
or passwords to other per-
sonal or business accounts 
similar to those used for 

CodeRED profiles
•  Ensure  Emerg ency 

Alerts are turned ON in 
phone settings

• Follow Wadena County 
Sheriff’s Office and your 
local public safety agencies 
on Facebook

• Maintain multiple ways 
to receive alerts, such as 
NOAA Weather Radio and 
local news outlets

The CodeRED provider 
has decommissioned the 
current platform. CodeRED 
has reported there is no evi-
dence that any user infor-
mation has been used to 
carry out identity theft or 
fraud.

We  ap p re c i at e  yo u r 
patience and cooperation 
as we work diligently to pro-
vide rapid emergency com-
munication systems.

Wadena Sheriff’s Office changes 
CodeRED after cyber attack

The Staples Host  Lions  recently 
donated $2,000 for  the Polar Express 
event in Staples. Pictured, from left, are 
Polar Express volunteers Jim Vollegraaf, 

Rick Brichacek, John Wolak; and Lion 
President Bob Schafer.  (Staples World 
photo by Dawn Timbs)

Lions donate to Polar Express

The Staples Host  Lions  recently 
donated $2,000 to Discover Staples for 
the community meals. Pictured, from left, 
are Jordan Goodwater and Mary Theurer 

with Discover Staples; and Lion Presi-
dent Bob Schafer. (Staples World photo 
by Dawn Timbs)

Lions donate to Discover Staples


