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Tennis camps
July 4th celebration photos

Too hot, went into river

With temps at 90-plus degrees on July 11, the Crow
Wing River in Motley was a welcomed destination

for many looking to cool off. Above, from left, Dale
Czechowicz, Hansel the dog, Samone Goodtrack

and Shaylee Bills, all of the Motley area. The trio
reported no air-conditioning due to power outage. Heat
advisories remained in effect for the next several days.
(Photo by Dawn Timbs)
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New public trail open
A new gravel trail was finished on July 7, forming
a loop around the Central Lakes College Ag & Energy
Center farm north of Staples. It is connected to the
Legacy Bike Trail along Airport Road and is called the
Legacy Ag Trail.

“The Legacy Ag Trail is about creating connections
between agriculture, education, and our community,”

e

at CLC farm

said Tyler Grunewald, Ag Program Coordinator at the
Northern Agricultural Center of Excellence and AgCen-
tric. “We hope it becomes a place where people can
enjoy the outdoors while increasing their agricultural lit-
eracy and gaining a better understanding of the import-
ant work happening every day at the CLC Ag & Energy
Center.” (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Kiah Kreations now open in Staples

U.S. Airforce Veteran Michael Sanoski (left) and
U.S. Army Veteran Jerry Berg, both of Cushing, attend
ed the 250th birthday celebration of the United States
of America July 4, 20286, at Veterans Park in Staples.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)
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This Week’s Forecast Clty of Stap les 8A

High Low Cond. Moran 8A
July15 91 68 M. Sunny C,'ty of Motley 9A
July16 92 70 P Cloudy
July17 87 62 M. Sunny Meadowbrook 9A
July18 85 61 M. Sunny
July19 86 63 Sunny
July20 83 62 M. Sunny
July2l 8 61 Sunny

Last Year, 2025
High Low Cond.

July15 88° 72 Sunny o

July16 62 56 Cloudy Obltuary
July17 70 51 P Sunny

July18 71 56 Cloudy Mona Van Wey
July19 72 62 Cloudy

July20 71 58 P Sunny

July2l 73 62 Rain

Average Temps:
H=7 82°Low=60°

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

If you’re looking to find
a unique gift for someone,
or just wanting to treat
yourself while shopping in
an inspiring space, stop by
Kiah Kreations boutique in

downtown Staples.

Owned by Allesia Gonier
of rural Motley, Kiah
Kreations held its grand
opening June 23.

Formerly home to Dr.
Peter Brenny’s dental office,
the building had sat empty
since his retirement a few

years back. Upon purchas-

ing it, Gonier said that it
took about a year to remodel
the space.

“The demolition was
fun,” Gonier said, going on
to describe the process of
tearing everything “down
to the bone.” Having spent

the previous 25 years in the
medical field, Gonier said
the remodeling process
“was a great stress reliever”
as well. Along the way, she
had help from her husband,
Travis, and other family
members, including two

See KIAH on page 2a

outique owner, in her happy place
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Allesia Gonier is the owner of Kiah Kreations, the

quilts, bath and beauty items, craft supplies, aromatic

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.

candles and essential oils, jeans and T-shirts. She'’s

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann, boutique she opened June 23. Located at 212 4th  open Tuesday - Friday, 11 a.m. -6 p.m., and the first and
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KIAH continued from page 1a
Former dental transformed into unique boutique store
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grown children.

During the demolition,
they discovered the orig-
inal archway which had
been “buried behind walls.”
The remodeling process
included opening up the
space, painting the walls
a peaceful green, adding
fun light fixtures and hard-
wood floors. Gonier noted
that they did some research
and learned that the build-
ing was a dress shop in the
1970s prior to becoming a
dental office.

And now, in 2026, the
building at 212 4th St. NE in
Staples was about to take on
another life.

So was Gonier.

Yes, it was time for a
dramatic shift, Gonier said,
alluding to her previous
work. She spent some time
thinking about the things
that bring her joy and won-
dered if there was a way to
incorporate these things
with making some money?

Gonier loved to crochet
and sew, so she knew hand-
made items would somehow

make their way into her
dream job. She’s also pas-
sionate about animal-based
soaps, tallow sugar scrubs,
essential oils, bees wax
candles and fun clothing
items. Why not open a bou-
tique that offers a variety of
items like this? Surely these
sorts of things would bring
others joy as well, Gonier
reasoned.

She’s always loved arts
and crafts, Gonier said. A
native of Blaine, she went
on to study graphic arts
after high school, but ended
up getting hired on in the
medical field and stayed
there for over two decades.
But the arts, and nature,
were always calling.

Gonier shared that she
and her husband, who hails
from Oregon, came up to
this area in 2021 and fell in
love with it. It seemed the
perfect location to plant
roots, she said. Both she
and Travis appreciate that
you can get to a larger city
within 45 minutes, but they
enjoy the peace and quiet

that smalltown and rural
life offers as well.

Step into Kiah Kreations
and you’ll be greeted by
aromas that harken to
nature -white birch, sandle-
wood, and jasmine-orange,
to name a few. Music plays
in the background, songs
that are at the top of Goni-
er’s playlist. Colorful cro-
cheted creatures (including
an octopus) adorn a few
shelves, and there’s a vari-
ety of handsewn items on
display, including hot pads
and thermal cotton wash
cloths.

She’s excited about the
opening of Kiah Kreations
and hopes that there’s
something for everybody
there. “We’ll see what
works,” Gonier said.

Kiah Kreations is open
Tuesday - Friday, 11 a.m. -
6 p.m.; and on the first
and third Saturday of the
month, from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
For more information, call
218-296-5039.
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Variety of items offered at boutique

Kiah Kreations, a new boutique in jeans and T-shirts for men and women.
downtown Staples, offers avariety ofitems  The boutique, located at 212 4th St. NE,
for sale, including bath and beauty sup- is owned by Allesia Gonier of rural Motley.
plies, candles, essential oils, hand-cro- (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)
cheted quilts, craft supplies, as well as

How much is that doggie in the window?

Lily, a family pet, peered out the
front door window of ‘Kiah Kreations’ re-
cently, waiting for its owner to return from
running an errand across the street. Kiah
Kreations, a new boutique in Staples, is
named after ‘Kiah,” the late dog of bou-

ally the inspiration for ‘Lily Lane Trucking’
a business owned by Allesia’s husband,
Travis. Of course, Lily is not for sale, but
inside the store are a variety of items, in-
cluding quilts, bath and beauty supplies,
and clothes. (Staples World photo by

tique owner Allesia Gonier. Lily is actu- Dawn Timbs)

JANZEN/DON’S REAL ESTATE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
sunday Julv 19’ 10:30 A Real Estate:

12:30 p.m
REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

310 8th Street SE, Staples MN 56479
Estate of Bill & Kaye Vukelich

6% Buyer’s Premium on the Real Estate
10% on the Personal Property

Legal Description — Mill addition to Staples 12-133-33 EX N 4
FT oflot 2 blk 1 & Mill addition to Staples 12-133-33 lot 1 & N
4 FT of lot 2; Todd County PID’s- 38-0093700 & 38-0093800
MLS# 7098344

Real Estate Description: What an opportunity to own this
large double buildable lot in the heart of Staples MN. Current-
ly the property features a 30x40 pole shed for all your storage
needs. The building comes insulated, with full power and con-
crete floor. Also included on the property is a 57 Ft drilled well installed in 2019.
Don't miss this opportunity to own this great piece of Real Estate.
The real estate is to be sold Sunday July 19, at 12:30 PM.
CONTACT JANZEN AUCTIONEERS FOR REAL ESTATE QUESTIONS.

eSkidsteer, Bobcat model 642B skidsteer, 32 HP, hydro, gas
engine, very good condition ready to go to work ser. 5040-M-
26142, ePontoon, 2012 Premier 221 Explorer 22 2 FT pontoon
w/40 HP Yamaha 4 stroke OB on factory Shoreland’r bunk
trailer, comes w/2 Minnkota deckhand power anchors
(excellent condition)

eGolf Cart, 1969 Harley Davidson Golf Cart 3 wheel (immaculate
condition) eIndustrial Welder, Large Hobart, heavy duty DC
driven arc welder on wheels, 250 amps of welding out-

1| put, 40 volts of operating voltage, model GPB-261
eLawn & Garden DR Trailer style lawn vac system,

.| Ironton electric wood splitter, Smaller chipper/shredder
Long handled lawn & garden tools, Variety of shepherd

8 Delta Unisaw 10” tilting arbor saw, Cal Hawk hand wood
| jointer, 1 HP model YHJ-60B
= Duracraft floor model drill press 3% HP, Sears Craftsman
12” wood lathe, Sears Craftsman 2 speed 12” band saw on stand 1 1/8 HP, Sears
Craftsman 3 HP compound miter saw on stand
Master Force upright air compressor on wheels 20-gallon 150 PSI ultra quiet,
Industrial Delta wood shaper on stand, Delta scroll saw on stand, Craftsman
combination belt/disc sander; Ryobi 12” precision surface planer & other surface
planer, Craftsman upright toolbox on wheels; Dual industrial dust collecting sys-
tem, Corded hand power tools, Variety of cable come alongs; Third hand rollers,
AC Delco jack stands & floor jack, Dual wheel bench grinder, Gas cans
Extension ladder, Beer Signs, Schmidt lighted beer signs, Schmidt beer clock,
Miller High Life lighted beer sign, Marlboro Country lighted sign, Schmidt’s beer
tin advertising signs

Items of Interest: Evinrude OB motor, Variety of fishing lures & fishing poles,

Smaller Masterbuilt electric smoker, Weber charcoal grill,

Flat top trunks & other furniture pieces
Many unlisted items! Be certain to attend and bring a friend.
+THANK YOU IN ADVANCE, JANZEN AUCTIONEERS.

DEADLINES
Newspaper deadline for copy

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

Huck Holst of Staples, far right,
helped families locate pavers of loved
ones who served in the U.S. Military fol-
lowing the Fourth of July program at Vet-
erans Park in Staples. Hundreds of com-
memorative pavers are located at the park,

with dozens of new ones dedicated at the
July 4 program. Holst, a Vietnam veteran,
served as emcee at the program and is a
board member of the Staples All Veterans
and Community Park Association. (Sta-
ples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Motley area law enforcement reports

Recent reports from the
Motley Police Dept. (MPD)

and Morrison County Sher-

iff’s Office (MCSO) included
the following:

June 30 - Motley Police
received a report of theft
at the 130 block of 1st Ave.
S., Motley.

June 29 - Motley Police
assisted the MN State
Patrol with a crash at the
intersection of Hwys 10
and 210.

June 25 - Motley Police
issued a citation to a prop-
erty owner at the 800 block
of East River Rd., Motley,
for grass that was three
ft. tall and needed to be
mowed.

June 25 - Motley Police
issued two citations for
speed and two written
warnings for speed.

June 25 - Motley Police
received a report from a
Motley resident that she’d
hit a group of mailboxes on
her street by accident. The
subject stated she would
repair them and take care
of the damages.

June 28 - The MCSO

received a report of
trees blocking Aztec Rd.,
Cushing. The trees were
removed from the roadway.
June 27 - The MCSO
received a call from Cass
Cty requesting Motley Fire
and Rescue be paged for a
two vehicle accident. The
accident took place at 79th
Ave. SW and 84th St., Motley.
June 25 - A Morrison
Cty deputy responded to
a report of a possible bur-
glary at the 3200 block of
Bluebird Rd., Cushing.
July 7 - Motley Police
received a complaint from
BRICKS Travel Plaza that
someone was using their
property as his place of
residence. The owner said
he has never given him per-
mission to stay there or use
their address as his resi-
dence, and requested that
the subject be trespassed
from their property. Motley
Police reported a notice
was sent to Wadena County
for service and that a vio-
lation of this order will be
enforced.
July 2 - Motley Police

received a call from a
Motley resident reporting
her neighbor was shooting
fireworks and some debris
came over onto her build-
ings and property. Motley
Police spoke with the sub-
ject and asked him to stop.
If he did it again, he would
be cited.

July 1 - Motley Police
received a report of shoot-
ing at the 300 block of
Cedar St. E., Motley. Upon
his response, Motley Police
determined it was fire-
works east of the city limits.

July 4 - Morrison County
deputies responded to a
report of a person passed
out in their running vehi-
cle in the traffic lane at 30th
Ave and 330th St., Cush-
ing. Subsequently, Anders
Daniel Stone, 37, was
arrested for driving while
intoxicated and booked
into the Morrison County
Jail in Little Falls for 3rd
degree DWI test refusal.

July 1 - Morrison County
deputies issued three
speeding citations in the
Motley and Cushing areas.
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Todd County to host
drive-in movie event

Todd County is excited
to invite the community to
its Annual Drive-In Movie
Night on Wednesday, August
5, at the Long Drive-In The-
ater in Long Prairie. This a
free, family-friendly event,
open to everyone and will
be an evening full of fun,
entertainment and commu-
nity connection.

This year’s feature film is
the highly anticipated “The
Super Mario Galaxy,” with
showtime set for approxi-
mately 8:50 p.m.; gates open
at 5:30 p.m. Come early to
enjoy a variety of pre-movie
activities and explore the
many amazing resources
and services Todd County

has to offer.

The event will include
games, face painting, tem-
porary tattoos for kids, door
prizes, as well as the excit-
ing WonderTrek Mobile
Museum with many fun
activities for the kids. Plus,
the first 100 cars through
the gate will receive a free
small popcorn.

Bring your friends and
family to enjoy a night
under the stars with Todd
County.

This event is sponsored
by the Todd County Collab-
orative, Radiothon to End
Child Abuse and Long Prai-
rie Police Department.

Fireworks accident,
Cushing Twp

The Morrison County
Sheriff’s Office reports
that on July 4, at approx-
imately 1:47 a.m., their
office received a report of
a fireworks accident at a
residence off Emerald Rd.,
approximately three miles
north of Randall, in Cush-
ing Township.

According to the sher-
iff’s office, 37-year-old
Colton Husen of Brecken-
ridge, Colo. was lighting
off a mortar style firework

while holding it in the air.
The firework blew up from
the bottom and launched a
projectile into Husen’s side.
Husen was transported to
St. Gabriel’s Hospital in
Little Falls by Mayo Clinic
Ambulance with unknown
injuries.

The Morrison County
Sheriff’s Office was assisted
at the scene by Randall Fire
and Rescue and Mayo Clinic
Ambulance.

Todd Cty. court

report

JULY 8, 2026

Long Prairie Police

Starlyn Rances Acevedo Guzman,
Long Prairie. Driving after revocation.
Fine $200. $85.

Gabriel Orozco, Waconia. Driver
must carry proof of insurance when
operating vehicle. Fine $200. Fee
$85.

Jesus Uribe Juarez, Sauk Centre.
Driving without a valid license for
vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

MN Dept.
Resources

Aneuri Caraballo Jejia, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Jeffrey Scott Hauer, Clarissa.
RV-fail to display valid ATV registra-
tion as required. Fine $25. Fee $85.

Lee Arthur Paskewitz, Browerville.
ATV-Prohibitions on Youthful oper-
ators/passengers-under 18-helmet
required. Fine $50. Fee $85.

MN State Patrol

Aubrey Rain Schloemer, Wadena.
Hands free Law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Trinity Elizabeth Oppegard,
Mahnomen. Speed 98/65. Fine
$150. Fee $85.

Rodrigo Diaz Blancas, Minne-
apolis. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Keith Gerald Edmond, Nelson.
Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Ousmane Fofana, Grand Forks,
ND. Speed 91/70. Fine $70. Fee
$155.

Alexander Gonzalez, Long Prairie
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85. No proof MV Insurance.
Fine $200. Window tint. Fine $50.

Crystal Lynn Hahn, St. Martin.
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Simon Joachim Jacobson,
Osakis. Hands-free law. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Eli John Johnson, Burtrum.
Liquor consumption by person under
21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Lindy Lee Johnston, Burtrum.
Seat belt required. Fine $25. Fee
$85.

Evan Michael Ketterling, Horace,
ND. Speed 80/70.

Sharlene Jean Lund, Moorhead.
Speed 85/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Brayden Travis Mack, Burtrum.
Liquor-consumption by person under
21. Fine $100. Fine $85.

Ruben Mendoza Zamora, Long
Prairie. Speed 71/55. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Steven William Metzger, Durham,
ND. Speed 90/70. Fine $70. Fee
$85.

Mitchell Martin Paradeis, Fargo,
ND. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Maddox Davis Restad, Alexan-
dria. Window restrictions. Fine $50.
Fee $85. Window tint. Fine $50.
Front & rear license plates required.
Fine $30. Prohibited lights-red & col-
ored lights. Fine $40.

Eli John Roerick, Burtrum. Liquor
consumption by person under 21.
Fine $100. Fee $85.

Sarah Jayne Riesgraf, Sprenge-
ler, Alexandria. Speed 70/60. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Adrienne Rose Swenson, Mil-
tona. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85. No proof MV Insur-
ance. Fine $200. Window tint. Fine
$50.

Justin Richard Taylor, Eagan.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Joseph Craig Vaughn, Fergus
Falls. Hands free law. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Almedia Sue Ann Feela, Staples.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff

Riley Clyde Bird, Little Falls.
Speed 73/60. Fine $50. Fee $85.

of Natural

Eulises Bustos Berrio, St.
Augusta. Passing parked authorized
vehicle-fail to reduce speed. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

David Thomas Cherry, Brower-
ville. Speed 64/60. Fine $40. Fee
$85. Driver must carry proof of insur-
ance when operating vehicle. Fine
$200.

Alexis Marie Graber, St. Paul.
Speed 76/60. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Milton Antonio Mendoza, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Rodolfo, Jr. Perez, Long Prairie.
Speed 77/60. Fine $60. Fee $85.
Driver must carry proof of insurance
when operating vehicle. Fine $200.

The following cases were
heard before Heidi L. Hovis,
Seventh District Court in Todd
County June 30, 2026.

Jacob Wesley Field, Osakis.
Theft. Continued. Unsupervised pro-
bation, 6 mo. Fine $50. Fee $75.

Adam Paul Hillerud, Long Prairie.
Loud vehicle exhaust. Sentenced.
Fine $50. Fee $75.

Toussaint E. McDaniel. Clar-
issa. DWI-4th degree driving while
impaired. Dismissed. Traffic-DWI-op-
erate motor vehicle-alcohol con-
centration 0.08 within 2 hours.
Sentenced. Local confinement (90
days, stay 1 day for 2 yr credit for
time served: 1 day). Supervised pro-
bation, 2 yr. Fine $400. Fine $175.

The following cases were
heard before Heidi L. Hovis,
Seventh District Court in Todd
County July 1, 2026.

Warren Michael McArdell, Long
Prairie. 5th degree-possess Sched-
ule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia resid-
ual-not cannabis/hemp. Dismissed.
Driving after cancellation-inimical
to public safety. Local confinement
(150 days, stay 0 yr 0 mo O days
credit for time served: 100 days.
Fine $50. Fee $75.

Justin Anthony Mack, Staples.
Driving restrictions. Continued. Local
confinement (1 day, stay Oyr O mo O
days credit for time served: 1 day).
Supervised probation, 1 yr. Fine
$200. Fee $75. Driving after revoca-
tion. Dismissed. Failure to produce
proof of insurance. Dismissed.

James Earl Wunderlich, Burtrum.
Traffic-DWI 3-operate motor vehi-
cle-any amount Schedule I/l drugs/
metabolite; not cannabis/hemp.
Sentenced. Local confinement (364
days, stay 315 days for 4 yr credit
for time served: 2 days). Supervised
probation, 4 yr. Fine $700. Fee
$105. Driving after cancellation. Dis-
missed. Driver must carry proof of
insurance when operating vehicle.
Dismissed. 5th Degree-possess
Schedule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia
residual-not cannabis/hemp. Sen-
tenced. Commit to Commissioner of
Corrections-Adult (MN Correctional
Facility-St. Cloud, 12 mo, stay for 5
yr). Local confinement (6 days, stay O
yr 0 mo 0 days credit for time served:
6 days). Supervised probation, 5 yr.
Community work service, 24 hours
for indeterminate. Fine $100. Fee
$75. 4th Degree DWI-operate motor
vehicle-any amount Schedule I/l
Drugs/metabolite, not Cannabis/
hemp. Local confinement (6 days,
stay O yr 0 mo days credit for time
served: 6 days). Fine $50.

The following cases were
heard before Heidi L. Hovis,
Seventh District Court in Todd
County June 29, 2026.

Stephen Charles Leritz, Wen-
dell. Motor vehicle registration-intent
escape tax. Dismissed. Driver must
carry proof of insurance when oper-
ating vehicle. Fine $100. Fee $75.

—~Court reports forwarded from
the Long Prairie Leader.
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Looking back

75 Years Aco- 1951

o July 12, 1951 - Improve-
ments to several of the
streets in Staples is pro-
gressing satisfactorily,
according to Howard Pat-
tison, city street commis-
sioner.

New curb and gutters
have been installed along
Pleasant Avenue between
7th and 8th Streets, and
workmen will soon be
moving to another section
of the city where similar
work is to be started.

A number of projects of
the water and light depart-
ment have been started and
some have been completed.

o July 12, 1951 - With the
7th Inf. Div,, U.S. Army in
Korea - Private Dick Scrib-
ner, son of Mr. and Mrs. W.
E. Scribner, 320 5th Street
North, Staples, Minn.,

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -

was recently awarded the
Combat Infantryman Badge
for exemplary performance
of duty in ground combat
against the armed enemy.

This badge is awarded to
frontline soldiers and dis-
tinguishes them from rear
area and service troops.
Scribner is a rifleman with
the 17th Infantry (Buffalo)
Regiment in central Korea.

o July 12, 1951 - Capell
Bros. Circus will be in Sta-
ples on July 18.

The performance is pre-
sented in three rings with
a special matinee for the
women and children at two
o’clock. The evening per-
formance is scheduled for 8
o’clock that evening.

It is expected the circus
will arrive in Staples about
9:30 o’clock that morning
and people are invited to
watch the big tent go up.
The location will be at the
old athletic field in Staples.

o July 12, 1951 - Walter
Thorn and Charles Sno-
dgrass left Staples Tues-
day afternoon, July 10, for
Anchorage, Alaska, where
they will spend a vacation,
take in the sights and possi-
bly work.

The two men are travel-
ing in Mr. Thorn’s car and
have a small trailerhouse
in which they plan to live
enroute and after they
reach their destination.
Their trip will take them
over the Alean highway
on through Canada, and to
Anchorage. They plan to be
away about two months.

o July 12, 1951 - O. L.
Johnson, who comes from
the state of Texas, will
assume the duties of min-
ister for the Seventh Day
Adventist churches of
Stapes, Brainerd and Eagle
Bend the latter part of this
week, taking the place of
Harley Schander who has
been transferred to South
Dakota.

50 Years Aco- 1976
o July 1, 1976 - The
parade scheduled for 7 p.m.
Thursday (today) is being

hailed as “the biggest ever”

in Staples by committee
co-chairmen Edwin B.
Perry and Gary Schimpp. A
number of units have been
added to the parade lineup
since last week, and the
co-chairmen said that any
units which come in now,
after spots have been desig-
nated in the line of march,
will be placed at the end of
the parade. The parade will
assemble on North Fourth
Street, near the Staples
Elementary school. Lead-
ing off the line of march
will be the colors, followed
by Mayor Jack Wilson, the
Staples float bearing Miss
Staples and her attendants,
and the Staples Cardinal
marching band.

Parade viewers are
requested to show the
proper respect for the Amer-
ican flag as it passes by, by
standing straight and tall.

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Siaples World

“After all,” the co-chairmen

said, “this is the Bicenten-
nial year, which is supposed
to pay homage to the 200th
birthday of our country.
The flag is the symbol of
the country and the free-
dom we have enjoyed from
its founding.”

o July 1, 1976 - construc-
tion on the new Donovans
supper club and bowling
alleys is underway on west
Hwy 10. The all-steel build-
ing will be 50 feet by 175 feet,
and will contain a dining
area and lounge, plus an
eight-lane bowling alley at
the rear. Parking area will
be on the west side of the
building.

o July 1, 1976 - Wally
Thompson, trainmaster for
the Burlington Northern
Railway Company in Sta-
ples, was installed as pres-
ident of the Staples Rotary
Club at that organization’s
banquet and meeting June
28, at the Castaway Club.

Thompson, who has been
a member of Rotary since
assuming his duties with
the Burlington Northern
here, received the gavel
and best wishes from the
retiring president, Dr. Jon
Theurer.

o July 1, 1976 - Highway
traffic crashes over the 4th
of July holiday weekend
may claim the lives of 10 to
13 Minnesotans, according
to Minnesota Safety Coun-
cil estimates, beginning at
6 p.m. Friday, July 2, and
ending at midnight Monday,
July 5.

o July 1, 1976 - Big as an
elephant’s ear? Les Swan-
son, southwest Staples,
wasn’t sure, but the rhu-
barb leaf he was holding
for a picture was BIG - 32
inches across. It came from
the garden Les and his wife,
Ethel, planted

Les said he has four hills
of rhubarb and used com-
mercial fertilizer to help
the growth. This is the larg-
est the Swansons ever have
grown, he said.

oJuly 1, 1976 - Mrs. Grace
LeVasseur, the local Wel-
come Wagon Hostess, has
visited the following new
families to welcome them
to the Staples commu-
nity; Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd
Breckenridge, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Knott, Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Heier, and Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Mertens.

25 Years Aco - 2001

o July 12, 2001 - Deer
tracks speckle the ground
below the looming roof
trusses of what shortly will
become T Maxwell’s restau-
rant, bar and banquet hall.

Kevin Jenkins, princi-
ple owner of T Maxwell’s,
said he is set to open in late
October and his project is
roughly on schedule. C and
R Construction of Verndale
is currently putting up the
roof trusses and doing the
outside shell of the build-
ing.

Wherever possible, Jen-
kins said he is using local
contractors, including
Noska Plumbing, Gary
Weber’s G and N Repair
and Technology for the tele-
phone and security wiring
and Jim’ Electric of Brain-
erd.

Jenkins noted the build-
ing materials have been
purchased at Central
Building Supply and the
roof trusses all came from
Manion Truss in Pillager.

Even without advertis-
ing, Jenkins said he has
about 14 occasions booked
over the future year, includ-
ing fundraisers, weddings
and reunions.

“We hope to have about
120 parties a year, par-
ties ranging from small to
medium to large groups. We
will have seating for up to
400 people” he said.

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
1980. Do you know who these people are and perhaps
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to
share? Email your answers and where you're from to
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

o July 12, 2001 - Kelsey
Hjelmeland, daughter of
Amy and Tim Hjelmeland
of Staples will be among
the candidates competing
for the title of Miss Teen of
Minnesota at the 2001 State
Pageant which will be held
at St. Cloud State University,
St. Cloud July 13 through 15.

Hjelmeland is a junior at
Staples Motley High School
this year and is a varsity
football and basketball
cheerleader and has been a
member of the competition
cheer team. She maintains
an “A” honor roll status
and is ranked in the top five
percent of the Class of 2003

at SMHS.

o July 12, 2001 - Avis Lee
of Pillager is a nominee in
the running for Cass Coun-
ty’s Outstanding Senior
Woman 2001. The awards
ceremony will be held Aug.
10, at the Red Pine Supper
Club in Pine River.

10 Years Aco - 2016

o July 14, 2016 - Kathy
Iverson & Daughters opened
the music in the Park series
in Staples July 10, perform-
ing to a full house. Threats
of rain moved the concert
from Northern Pacific Park
to Faith Lutheran Church.

Last week’'s mystery photo published in the July
5, 2001 edition of the Staples World featured Ed Perry,
left, passing the gavel and the presidential papers to
Roberta Brinkman, the new president of the Staples
Rotary Club, at a meeting and picnic at Brinkman'’s.

Brenda Halvorson of Staples correctly identified
both Perry and Brinkman. A long time Rotarian, Halvor-
son recalled the day that photo was taken, as well as
the context. She went on to share that, “Brinkman was
the postmaster in Staples at the time and she invited
the club to her home east of Verndale for the ceremony
and a picnic.” Brinkman and her husband also showed
the Rotarians their worm farm. Halvorson had other
memories to share of Brinkman. “The Staples World
nominated her for a national award as an outstanding
postmaster and supporter of timely newspaper delivery.
The award was presented to her at a National Newspa-
per Association conference in Washington, D.C., and
we both attended. We also toured the National Postal
Museum. Fun trip!” Halvorson also recalled that Brink-
man and some of her family members had a gathering
every fall “and made a gazillion jars of jams and jellies.”

Roberta Brinkman remembered when this photo
was taken, as well as the ‘passing of the gavel’ from Ed
Perry. She still lives at the family farm.

Judy Wolak of Staples correctly identified Ed Per-
ry, and recalled that he had owned Perry’s Ben Franklin

store in Staples.
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In the wild, ‘chew your
food’ may not apply

I'm willing to wager that
while growing up, most
youngsters have received
a parent’s admonition to
“chew your food.” The pur-
pose behind those three
words was to slow the pace
of our eating. Perhaps we
were wolfing down a meal
with the goal of getting back
outdoors faster, to resume
playing with a friend. May-
be dinner was late, and our
favorite television show was
about to start. Or perhaps
we wanted to escape dinner
before the table conversa-
tion got around to some un-
finished =0 =

h .
shores we Inside the

had been
assigned, Outdoors

or a note
that was
sent home [4
from [
school. 5

T h e P
reasons
for at-
tempting
to slow
our food "
consump-
tion could
have been
several. One might have
been to head off a young-
ster’s bellyache, a potential
consequence when food is
delivered to the stomach
without the preliminary
digestion that should take
place in our mouth! Perhaps,
as at our table, dinner was
the most regular and pre-
dictable “family time,” an
opportunity to catch up on
what was going on in one
another’s very different dai-
ly lives. Staying at the table
until all were done was a
goal, if not always one that
could be met. And yes, from
time to time there was a se-
rious topic on mom or dad’s
agenda, and dinner provid-
ed a convenient—if not al-
ways welcome—place and
time to pursue it.

Motives such as these do
not influence the meal-tak-
ing of wild creatures.
What’s more, thanks to
some unique biology, “chew
your food” is advice that
many creatures are not ca-
pable of following.

Early one recent morn-
ing my wife and I watched a
great blue heron coast in on
set wings, and land on the
cover of our boat lift. In its

Mike Rahn
- (Jj -

long, dagger-like bill was a
fish about ten inches long.
Judging by the shape as seen
from a distance, “bass” was
a reasonable guess. Field
glasses that are kept on a
table near the sliding glass
door could have confirmed
it, but retrieving them
would almost certainly have
spooked the heron.

The fish that the her-
on had in its long bill may
have been a “floater,” since
it showed none of the signs
of life that a freshly-stabbed
victim might have. Cautious
as herons almost always are,
this one gripped the fish as
it turned its head first one
way, and then another. Ap-
parently satisfied, it deftly
shifted its grip in a flip move
that positioned the fish so it
would enter the heron’s bill
head-first. Herons generally
swallow fish in this manner
so that the spines on a fish’s
fins will compress, rather
than flare out and potential-
ly scrape the heron’s insides,
or become lodged while on
the way to the stomach, as
they might if swallowed
tail-first.

This may have been a
young heron relatively new
to the procedure, or the
fish’s girth may have been
a tight fit, because the her-
on made several abortive
attempts, putting the fish
down on the boat lift cover
between each. Finally, the
heron began stabbing the
fish, repeatedly; so aggres-
sively that I feared it might
puncture the vinyl boat lift
cover! Likely this was to
“soften up” the carcass, or
relax its spines. Herons are
also known to shake or even
beat such large prey against
a surface before attempting
to swallow it. Finally, the
heron prevailed, and the
fish slid down its gullet.

Predatory fish commonly
follow this head-first prin-
ciple for the same reason.
Like our heron, they do not
chew their food, but swal-
low it whole. A northern
pike or musky, for example,
might grab a perch or wall-
eye crosswise, immobilize
it with its powerful jaws
that are studded with many
sharp teeth, then turn the
prey and swallow it head
first. From time to time,
such a predator may “bite
off more than it can chew,”

as the saying goes. Occa-
sionally the proof washes
up on shore, with a fish of
some prey species lodged in
the jaws of a northern pike,
musky, or bass.

It’s a rare experience to
watch such a predator-prey
drama play out. One eve-
ning while pausing in mid-
stream on my favorite local
trout water, I was witness
to an event I had not seen
before, nor have I seen
since. This stream has both
brown trout and brook trout
in it, fish that are natural-
ly stream bred rather than
stocked, fish with all the
sharply-honed survival in-
stincts that this fact implies.

Perhaps I was consider-
ing what fly to tie on next,
or regretting that I had for-
gotten to bring the insect re-
pellent on a warm, mosqui-
to-rich evening. Whatever
I was pondering, I noticed
an odd underwater shape
approaching my wader-clad
legs. When it was less than
a rod length away, I saw it
was two fish. A brown trout
of about 12 inches or so, had
crosswise in its jaws a brook
trout of five or six inches.

There followed an almost
comedic series of attempts
by the brown trout to turn
the brookie in its mouth in
order to swallow it. Given
their relative sizes, I doubt
that this would have been
possible, but that did not
deter the brown trout from
trying. Each time the brown
loosened its crosswise hold
to attempt the swallowing
move, the very-much-alive
brookie would wriggle its
way almost to freedom. The
brown would quickly rees-
tablish its crosswise grip,
and the sequence would re-
peat itself. Eventually, and
predictably, the brown trout
mistimed its move, and the
brook trout made its way
to freedom, perhaps more
wary for the experience!

In addition to fish, and
most birds other than rap-
tors, snakes are the other
class of creatures that typ-
ically swallow their prey
whole. Depending on the
creature, they have some
combination of specialized
jaws, muscles, and digestive
enzymes that make this pos-
sible, since chewing their
food isn’t.

Al news lawsuit is a righteous battle

This is just the latest lawsuit filed by news
organizations against AI companies. The
New York Times has spent nearly $30 mil-

By Benjy Hamm
The Rural Blog

Huge Al companies are stealing the work
of others, especially news organizations, as
they train their AI systems to make them
more reliable -- and more valuable, Brier
Dudley writes in an opinion piece for The

Seattle Times.

Dudley, who is editor of the Times’ Free
Press Initiative, writes: “It’s hard to keep
track of everyone suing AI companies for
stealing their work.Those gleaming AI plat-
forms, the costliest computer systems ever
built, are peddling more stolen goods than a

seedy pawnshop.”

But it’s a June 24 lawsuit against OpenAl
and Microsoft by a group of 35 publishers
representing about 400 newspapers that has
Dudley championing the need for journal-
ists to stand up against these companies.

lion since 2023 on a copyright infringement
lawsuit it filed.

Dudley writes: “Even when Al companies
began paying a few large papers and wire
services, small papers were left out. Yet they

are often providing their communities’ only

local reporting, making their work valuable
to companies purporting to be universal
sources of current knowledge.”

News organizations previously were
hurt - often unfairly -- by having their con-
tent taken by others in the digital world.

Dudley hopes this time there will be a dif-

ferent result.
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He writes: “I'm glad to see these publish-
ers fighting back. Perhaps they won’t get
shafted like the previous generation was
during the rise of search and social media.”

/E,‘Opinion
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Quote of the week

“And for the support of this Declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of
divine Providence, we mutually pledge
to each other our Lives,
our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”
— The Declaration of Independence,

July 4, 1776

Why housing gaps are a
central issue in our society

By Sue Watlov Phillips
as told to Mingyu Ma
Minnesota Women'’s Press

I have spent nearly six
decades working with peo-
ple impacted by housing in-
stability and homelessness.
Through my work with the
National Coalition for the
Homeless, MICAH (where I
am the executive director),
and the Homes for All Min-
nesota coalition, one thing
has become painfully clear
to me. The biggest challenge
facing Minnesota commu-
nities — and communities
across the country — is not
a lack of resources, but a
lack of equity in how those
resources are distributed
and used. We have built a
system that overwhelm-
ingly benefits those who
already have access while
leaving those with the great-
est need struggling to sur-
vive.

When Ilook at housing in
America today, I see a sys-
tem tilted toward homeown-
ers. We provide substantial
support through the mort-
gage interest deduction,
property tax deductions,
homestead credits, and cap-
ital gains benefits. We offer
assistance for first-time
homebuyers. Altogether,
these supports amount to
four or five times the fund-
ing we dedicate to people
with limited incomes who
are simply trying to secure
stable housing. That imbal-
ance shapes everything. It
determines who gets ahead
and who falls behind.

Housing is not just a mar-
ket issue — it is a human
right. But if we are going to
treat it that way, we have to
understand the broader sys-
tems that push people into
housing insecurity.

What we are witnessing
in housing is not a sudden
crisis, but a slow avalanche
that has been building for
decades.

Historical Context

I have seen that ava-
lanche unfold in real time.
When I began this work
nearly 59 years ago, the
landscape was very differ-
ent. In the 1970s and 1980s,
a series of decisions were
made that had long-term
consequences. We demol-
ished large amounts of
low-cost housing, particu-
larly single-room occupan-
¢y units — SROs — that had
provided a safety net for
many people. In their place,
we built office buildings
and entertainment venues,
many of which now sit un-
derused or vacant.

At the same time, we
began to shift our mental
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health system. The goal was
a good one: to move people
out of large institutions and
into community-based liv-
ing. But we failed to build
the housing and supports
necessary to make that
transition successful. Peo-
ple were released from in-
stitutions, but they were not
adequately housed or sup-
ported.

Layer onto that the dis-
mantling of anti-poverty
programs from the 1960s
and 1970s, along with weak-
ened enforcement of civil
rights protections, and you
begin to see the full picture.
Add in decades of disinvest-
ment in affordable housing
and public assistance pro-
grams that have not kept
pace with the cost of living,
and the outcome becomes
almost inevitable.

Homelessness, as a re-
sult, has not only persisted
— it has grown. In fact, we
are currently experienc-
ing the longest period of
rising homelessness in our
nation’s history. In the late
1970s, the issue was largely
concentrated among single
adults. Over time, it has ex-
panded to include families,
children, and young people.

I remember those early
years vividly. I volunteered
at Simpson Shelter and lis-
tened to what people were
telling us. Their needs
were not complicated. They
wanted a place to feel safe
and stable again.

From there, we devel-
oped one of the first tran-
sitional housing programs
in the country, Elim Transi-
tional Housing. The model
was simple but effective: we
rented apartments, brought
people together to live in
shared spaces or provided
rent subsidies, and helped
them find jobs and access
services. As they stabilized,
they took over the rental of
the unit or moved on to oth-
er permanent housing.

We helped expand that
model across the country.
We worked with local gov-
ernments to develop pro-
grams like Rapid Rehous-
ing, which moves people
directly from shelters into
permanent housing, with
supports if needed.

We didn’t dictate solu-
tions. Instead, we asked indi-
viduals about their dreams,
their strengths, and the bar-
riers they faced. Together,
we created plans — “dream
sheets” — that outlined the
steps they wanted to take to-
ward stability.

I led that work for 30
years, and I can tell you that
it works because it is rooted
in respect and partnership
with people experiencing
homelessness or housing
instability. We had an 85 to
95 percent success rate in
people remaining housed.

That kind of person-cen-
tered approach is something
I worry we are losing. As
systems become more com-
puterized and data-driven,
we risk losing the human
connection that is essential
to this work. You cannot re-
duce someone’s experience
to a dataset. If you have
met one person experienc-
ing homelessness, then you
have met one person experi-
encing homelessness. Their
story is unique, and their
path forward must be as
well.

Another growing chal-
lenge is the increasing
barriers people face when
trying to access housing.
Beginning in the late 1980s,
landlords started relying
more heavily on rental and
credit checks, criminal
background checks, and
drug screenings. Today,
with automated systems
and artificial intelligence,
even minor issues on a per-
son’s record can prevent
them from being considered.

People are screened out be-
fore they have a chance to
explain.

At the same time, many
people are paying far more
than the recommended 30
percent of their income on
rent. And yet we continue
to fall into the trap of blam-
ing individuals for their
circumstances. People say,
“They don’t want to work,”
or “They made bad choices.”
But those judgments often
come from a place of priv-
ilege. If you have benefited
from generational wealth
or stable opportunities, it is
easier to overlook the struc-
tural barriers others face.

From my perspective,
shaped by both my faith and
my own lived experience
— including experiencing
homelessness as a teenag-
er — we are all vulnerable.
We have all made mistakes.
That is why compassion and
community matter so much.

Through my work, we
talk about six key pillars
that shape whether some-
one can achieve stability.

» People need access to a
range of affordable housing
options — places suitable
for individuals, families,
youth, and even intergener-
ational living.

» They need a livable in-
come. Right now, none of
our public assistance pro-
grams provide enough for
people to afford housing.

« Access to health care
must go beyond insurance;
people need to be able to re-
ceive care when they need it.

» Education and job train-
ing opportunities are essen-
tial if people are going to
move forward.

« Civil rights must be pro-
tected and enforced.

« We must confront the
deep racial and ethnic dis-
parities that continue to
shape housing outcomes.

When these pillars are
weak or missing, people are
pushed closer to the edge.
Most Americans are already
standing near it. Around 70
percent of people in this
country live paycheck to
paycheck. That means it
doesn’t take much — a med-
ical bill, a job loss, a rent
increase — to tip someone
into homelessness.

During Operation Met-
ro Surge, neighbors came
together in extraordinary
ways: delivering food, help-
ing with rent, offering rides.
It reminded me that solu-
tions to homelessness are
not just about policy; they
are about relationships.
Sometimes, something as
simple as a smile or a kind
word can begin to restore a
person’s sense of belonging.

We need to ensure that
people with lived experi-
ence are at the center of de-
cision-making. At MICAH,
the majority of our board
and many of our staff come
from communities directly
impacted by housing in-
stability. That perspective
is essential if we are going
to build systems that truly
work.

I continue this work be-
cause I believe in the digni-
ty of every person and in
the responsibility we have
to care for one another. My
faith reminds me that my
time here is limited, and
that I am called to do as
much good as I can.

There is a passage we
often share, words spoken
from God to Joshua: Be
strong and of good courage.
Be not frightened, neither
be dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you wher-
ever you go.

Those words have guided
me throughout my life. De-
spite the challenges, I still
believe that change is pos-
sible — if we are willing to
act with courage, compas-
sion, and a commitment to
justice.



Staples World

First use of new pav1110n at Veterans Park

Families and friends enjoyed visiting at the new pavilion at Veterans Park in Staples
following the Fourth of July celebration. Lunch was provided by Bubba’s Catering. The
pavilion was made possible by several sponsors. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Where the I;rall used to end

The connection point for the Legacy
Ag Trail and the Legacy Bike Trail is right
next to the Living Legacy Garden at CLC.

The trail loops through the CLC ag farm

and meets up with the bike trail along
Airport Road again. (Staples World photo
by Mark Anderson)
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Unique city views

The Staples water tower pops up in
the distance in a view from the Legacy Ag

00

Trail, with a portion of the Staples Airport
runway near the trail.

Mark !our Cagendar

July 15

StaPLES ALL VETERANS AND
CommuNITY PARK ASSOCIATION
Meerine  Wednesday, July
15, 5:30 p.m., in the lower
level of Lakewood Health
Sytem’s main campus,
49725 Cty Rd 83, Staples.
Public invited. To attend
via Zoom, call Bob Hamann
at 218-894-3139.

July 16

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

S1APLES CAREGIVER SUPPORT
Group, For THose CariNG For
SomeonE Living WitH DEMENTIA
meets the third Thursday of
each month, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.,
at Faith Lutheran Church,
430 12th St. NE, Staples. For
info., contact Cristina: Cris-
tina.Rodriguez@vivie.org
or 320-460-7226.

July 17

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meering Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

The Staples World

newspaper thanks you
for your
continued support

July 19

CEeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
MeeTings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,

Motley.

July 21

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA Group MrtaGs IN Sta-
pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Steve’s Auto Salvage

& G&L Service

oTires (New & Used)

. eTubes *Belts

*AG Tires *Bulbs «Qil *Antifreeze
eUsed Auto Parts

Transform

and Change
Your Life.

Your Bathroom .
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FREE TOILET + $2,000 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-833-966-3882
7y safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

Senior Nutrition
Program, Staples
Call mornings (218-979-4118)

the Thursday before to reserve

next week’s meal(s) and current
suggested donation info. LSS

Meals - traditional older adult

menu (subject to change).

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00
a.m., with meal reservations.

e Staples Site:
218-979-4118.
* Motley Site:
218-824-3820.
July 27 = July 31

Monpay - Chef’s choice,
veggie of the day, fruit of
choice, dessert of the day,
wheat bread, marg., 1%
milk.

Tuesoay - Swedish meat-
ball, mashed potatoes,
brown gravy, mixed veg-
gies, dinner roll, marg.,
chocolate chip cookie, 1%
milk.

Webpnespay - Pork roast/
gravy, candied yams, green
beans, wheat bread, marg.,
butterscotch pudding w/
topping, 1% milk.

THurspay - Chicken Alfre-
do, peas/carrots, hot spiced
apples, dinner roll, marg.,
1% milk.

Fripay - Blueberry pan-
cakes, egg patty, red diced
potatoes, diced peach cup,
marg., syrup, 1% milk.

wk30x

Pond scenery
along trail

The Legacy Ag Trail
runs right past the CLC
catch and release bass fish-
ing pond.

1 000 Books Before
Kindergarten

Marcella Underhill, right, recently completed her
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten reading program at
the Staples Public Library. The program helps increase
awareness of the importance of early literacy as well as
encouraging parents to embrace their role as their child’s
first teacher. Reading is one of the most important things
a parent can do to ensure their child’s success when
they begin school. To register your child, stop by the Sta-
ples Public Library, 122 6th St. NE, Staples or call 218-
894-1401 for information. The program is sponsored
by the Staples Friends of the Library. Above: Genevieve,
Benjamin and Marcella Underhill (Submitted photo)

‘% STAPLES MOTLEY AREA ARTS COUNCIL %
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« FREE MUSIN THE PARK)»

_ Ifit's the clasic early rock "o’ roll
' and rockabilly of Elvis Presley,
| Buddy Hally, Chuck Berry,
| Jobmny Cash (and many moret)
|I that you want, played just the way
H'n.'rw iegcmhi ph}rd it
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The following personal property will be sold at public auction, Iucn'lu:l at the
Motley Falrgrounds, Motley, MN S6466. Indoors in case of rain. Watch for signs on:

Saturday, July 18, 2026

SALE TIME: 10:00 A.M.
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Looking for
a gift idea?
Consider a Gift
Subscription
Staples World
newspaper.

*Gift cards available.

207 4th St. NE
Staples, MIN
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEwWoOOD
HEeALTH SYSTEM.

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples

Staples Alliance

1512 8th St. NE, Staples......... 218-894-2891
Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor

Sunday Worship ...
Sunday School ..
Weds., AWANA

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples........... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
for all ages) ....9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service. ..10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (Kids start in main
worship service) .. .11 am.
Prayer Meeting...
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
Adter school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ

27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein

Facebook Live

Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.......cccoowrrrrenecneeee 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Adult Bible Study.... ....6:30 p.m

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546

Sunday Worship Semvice ................... 9:00a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship...................... 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

(0117 218-631-1593
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNAY.....c.oeeveeeuemeecmeceeceeaeas 8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship .......ccocoovereecees 9:30 am.
Sabbath School.... ..10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples..........218-894-3923

[Sunday School. .9:15a.m.
Sunday Worship... 0:30a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH. ..6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples........... 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler

Sunday Divine Service ................ :00 a.m.

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Janet Eckman SMA .... 218-837-5831
jre227 @yahoo.com

Sunday Worship....................cceee. 8:30 a.m.
Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship.
Communion

of each month

9.
..I1st and 2nd Sunday

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad

SUNDAY
Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel .........ceeeeeeee 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes:
Sunday School ...
Worship.
WEDNESDAY
Bible study ..........coooeeereerrrreecrnnnns 7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
(11T 1 N 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word.and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July ...
July - January....

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ......... 218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School.......... 9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist

33 Wellwood St. E

Motley 56466..............cccoommmn... 218-352-6888

Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor

Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
9:

Sunday Worship. 00 and 10:30 a.m.
facebook live 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Youth Group ..

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley............... 218-352-6399

St. Michael Catholic Church
280 st Ave S, Motley................. 218-631-1593
Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNAaY.....eeereeerecerseeenrreneees 10:30a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Service..
Monday AA meeting

Oylen

Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School ...
Sunday Worship.

Pillager

First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN

218-746-3775
Sunday Worship.................cccrsme 9:30 a.m
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson

N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on C1y3410 Cry. 104.
h ..218-746-3839
.9:

Sunday School ...
Worship.....
Sunday Wol
WEDNESDAY

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
wrious@fbepillager.com
Worship Gathering
Connection Point.

Heuwitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor

Sunday School ... :30 a.m

Sunday Worship. ~10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER .........covvvvnnnnnns 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church

(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship...............ccceeueeee. 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

office@verndaleflc.org

Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor

SUNDAY

Youth Prayer .....9:20 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY

Life Groups ..............coveceereeerennennes 6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday Worship
Sunday School ..
WEDNESDAY
Family Night ..o 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale

Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship.....ccoeeeerrevvevvvrveeees 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study..............oooecceerreees 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship.....cccoeeerrevvvvvvrrenees 9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church

5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
Sunday Service ..

Bible Study
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW

Verndale ..o 218-631-1593

parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
MASS: Saturday — veoveeeeeeeeee. 6:00 p.m

St. Hubert Catholic Church
BlUEGITSS ..coveereereeeeeeeeeeeassasens 218-631-1593
Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Mass: SAtUIAaY......cceeesseeeerrerereccssneens 4:00 p.m.

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena

Staples World
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Obituary
O O

Ramona Van Wey

Ramona “Mona” (Hulett)
Van Wey, 85, passed away
peacefully June 27, 2026, in
St. Louis Park.

Two memorial services
will be held for Mona: Sat.,
July 18, at the Motley Free
Methodist Church in Motley,
at 11 a.m. and Weds., July
22, at Shepherd of the Hills
Lutheran Church in Edina,
at11 a.m.

Mona was born to Philip
and Hazel Hulett in 1940.
She grew up in Leader and
graduated from Motley
High School in 1958. She
attended the U of M gradu-
ating with a B.S. degree in
1986. She was an accountant
in the food service indus-
try, working in Minnesota
and Missouri throughout
the span of her career. She
was a devoted wife, mother
and grandmother; a reader,
creator, learner; quick-wit-
ted, endlessly patient and
incredibly thoughtful.

She is survived by one
son, Greg; and one daughter,
Kathy; two grandchildren,
Tara and Elora; one sister,
Hope; seven step-children

JD, Julie, Jacci, Jeffrey, Jan,
JR and Gaylynn.

Mona is preceded in
death by her husband, Gay-
lord; parents; two brothers
Lowell and Gene and one
sister, Wilma.

Mona was exception-
ally loving and beloved by
everyone who had the good
fortune of knowing her. She
was good to her core and
will be missed.

In lieu of flowers, Mona’s
family asks that donations
be made to “Minnesota
Public Radio.”
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Student Achievements
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BEMIDJI STATE UNIVERSITY
has announced its 2026
Spring President’s List. To
qualify, students must earn
a grade point average of
4.0 for the semester and be
enrolled in at least 12 cred-
its of coursework. Local
students named include:

o Hailee Colgrove, Motley

o Morgan Kanten, Motley

o Emily Berscheit, Sta-
ples

BEMIDJI STATE UNIVERSITY
has announced its 2026
Spring Dean’s List. To qual-
ify, students must enroll in
at least 12 credits and earn
a grade point average of
3.5 or higher for the semes-
ter. Local students named
include:

o Lauren Rutten, Sta-
ples-Motley High School
grad

o Ethan Gephart, Motley

o Shauna Wiegand,
Motley

o Keegan Harvey, Staples

THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNE-
sota DuLuth has announced
its 2026 Spring Semester
Dean’s List. To qualify, stu-
dents must have achieved
a grade point average of
3.50 or higher while earn-
ing a minimum of 12 let-
ter-graded credits. Local
students named include:

o Ezra Notch, Pillager

o Jack Carlson, Staples

o Aften Robinson, Staples

o Benet Robinson, Sta-
ples

Tori WHippDON, Pillager,
recently graduated from the
University of Minnesota
Crookston, with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in
Animal Science.

Livia Trir, 2026 Sta-
ples-Motley High School
graduate, was recently
awarded a Flint Hills Dis-
covery Scholarship, Rose-
mount.

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!
Diane M.
Hahn

32 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685

or 218-640-2341

O

MINNESOTA STATE Commu-
NITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE
(M State) has announced
its Spring 2026 Academic
Honors List. Students on
the President’s List earned
a grade point average of
4.0 and students on the
Dean’s List earned a grade
point average of 3.5 - 3.99.
Students on both lists also
completed a minimum of
six college-level credits and
75 percent of the courses
in which they enrolled for
the semester. Local students
named include:

o Elaina Cueva, Motley,
Dean’s List

o Madeline Fink, Motley,
Dean’s List

o Cooper Baillif, Pillager,
Dean’s List

o Zachary Engdahl, Pil-
lager, Dean’s List

o Keller Anderson, Sta-
ples, President’s List

o [sabelle Dobson, Sta-
ples, Dean’s List

o Hailey Donley, Staples,
President’s List

o Julia Lau, Staples, Pres-
ident’s List

o Aspen Orlando, Staples,
President’s List

o Paige Woodwick, Sta-
ples, Dean’s List

MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY
Mankato has announced its
Spring 2026 Dean’s List. To
qualify for the High Honor
List, students achieved a
4.0 grade point average.
To qualify for the Honor
List, students achieved a
3.5 to 3.99 grade point aver-
age. Local students named
include:

o Drake Dukowitz,
Motley, Honor List

o Emma Storm, Pillager,
Honor List

o Dylan Lawrence, Sta-
ples, High Honor List.
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Sunday School and Bible Class .. 10 30 a.m. Pastor Vicar Puul Kookl Sunday Worship...................cce.... 10:30am.  st. Helen’s Episcopal Church
United Methodist Sunday School and Bible Class ....8:30 a.m. Verndale g%nggt]ogtfzvg SW, Wadena, MN
310 5th St. NE, Staples 218-894-2248 Sunday Worship........cccocoooo........ 9:30 a.m. g 1 1 1 el Sunday Worship 10:00 am.
Sundoy Worship : 109 NW Brown Street, Vrndale, N 56481 b
(Nursery Avulluhle for Sunday Wurshlp) 218-445-5619 5S1t4.]Ann s Catholic Chutch
X st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Y°§LII‘1§:;'WO{‘:;:V°M 9:30 am Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday il Fellwship Cses T1-1145.m., FETSmecetanamasaccarg
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“Traditions”
By Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

| remember years ago on K.T.I.G. radio out of Pequot  tion for jobs well done or around seasonal celebrations.
Lakes, a show entitled, “A Touch of Tradition” by the then Do you have traditions around hobbies or remember-
radio station manager’s wife. We also may remember in  ingaccomplishments of the past? Maybe you have tradi-
the film, “The Fiddler on the Roof,” Tevye was heard sing-  tions of letter or card writing, Maybe your traditions are
ing throughout the movie his theme song, “Tradition!”  about daily routines you have. The list goes on and on.
Good and healthy traditions provide a rhythm to life that Like all gifts from God, the gift of traditions needs to
can help us treasure what is valuable and ground us in  be held in gratitude with open hands. Traditions need to
what is important. stay fresh and purposeful, rather than an end in and of

Take some time to ponder some of your past and  themselves.
present traditions in family, work and leisure. | so enjoy Are the traditions you and | have fresh and purposeful
bubbler lights on a Christmas tree. My maternal grand-  to God’s glory? God’s does give us tremendous rhythm
mother in her Litchfield, MN home had them on her live  in simply the way He has created the universe right
Christmas tree Every Christmas season we could travel  down to each and every breath and heart beat that He
there to see her. Bubbler lights on our tree reminds me  continually gives us. We need to thank God regularly for
of her yet to this day even though she passed about 25  His “traditions” of life-giving and sustaining care.
years ago. Do you have “traditions” of being with God’s people

Another tradition our family of 17 has is to converge  during the week and on Sundays? What about the tradi-
on Paul Bunyan Land each summer. While in the park, tions of being in God’s Word so wonderfully described
we go to the old fashion dress up building to get our pic-  in Psalm 119? Hopefully, we have traditions of being
ture taken that we then often use in our Christmas letter.  people-oriented in serving them whenever we can. The
Maybe you have fond memories of tradition in yourfam-  wonder of God’s engaging mysteries of life feed our
ily gatherings throughout the year for various occasions.  godly traditions. Imbibe them well.
Maybe your work colleagues have traditions of recogni-
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THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-
1112.

o0EM

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112.
Ctoninue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworld.com.

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building
Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
207 4th St. NE.,
218-894-1112

Staples, MN

Life Currents Policy

To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit
events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci)
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday,
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on

our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age,
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of
the funeral home handling the arrangements.
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Babe Ruth baseball
The Staples-Motley Babe Ruth 16U baseball team
has been playing games this summer at Jerry Riewer

Field in Staples. Their league playoffs start this week.
(Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)
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Tennis summer camps

The Staples-Motley summer recreation tennis camps Started July 9. Above, Coach Nikki Paskewitz gets players
excited about playing tennis. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)
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Public Notices
o, O

PUBLIC NOTICES continued from page 9a

CITY OF MOTLEY
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TO WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN: Notice is here-
by given the City of Motley
City Council will convene
for their regularly sched-
uled meeting on Monday,
August 3, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
at Motley City Hall to con-
duct one public hearing:

Variance Application
V-26-11 to consider a devia-
tion from the OHW setback
for the construction of a
Garage. The subject prop-
erty is located at 617 Coun-
ty Line Rd N, Property ID
410004001.

All interested persons
are invited to attend these
hearings and be heard or
send written comments to
City Hall or via email at
clerk@cityofmotley.com.
Staff reports will be made
available at City Hall, typ-
ically one week before the
scheduled meeting.

Tami Brotherton,
City Clerk
City of Motley
30pnc

MEADOWBROOK
TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF

CANDIDATE FILING
DATES

A reminder that the
following township offic-
es will be voted for at the
State General Election to
be held Tuesday, November
3, 2026. Candidates may file
for these offices through
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July
28, 2026. You may call Ty Pe-
terson, 703-209-2678 for an
appointment or the office
of the clerk will be open
Tuesday, July 28, 2026, from
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. located at
7969 65th Ave. SW, Motley,
MN 56466. Candidates
must complete an Affida-
vit of Candidacy and pay
a $2.00 filing fee at the time
of filing.

Filings will be accept-
ed during the filing period
for the following offices to
be elected on November 3,
2026:

One (1) Township Clerk -
four (4) year term

One (1) Supervisor - four
(4) year term (Seat 1)

One (1) Supervisor - four
(4) year term (Seat 3)

Ty Peterson, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
30-31pnc

« MCAN

SERVICES &
EMPLOYMENT

205
Help Wanted

Enjoy working in a
community atmosphere
with variety? Consider
the Staples World, your
locally owned, communi-
ty newspaper. Reception-
ist/front office +, 10 a.m.-2
p.m., Mon.-Thurs. Submit
resumé to Staples World,
PO Box 100, Staples, MN
56479 or email editor@sta-
plesworld.com. Now located
at 207 4th St. NE, Staples,
across from the old Staples
Theatre marquee.

208
Storage

FOR RENT
Japke’s North 8th Street

Mini Storage
218-884-9356
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

SPLTP

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Siaples World
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Business

Services
PAUL DRAKE TREE
SERVICE, SINCE 1978:
General, lot clearing, storm
damage clean-up, stump
grinding, brushing, 55 ft.

bucket truck. 218-894-2871,

Staples. 20tfc

218-639-5509.

WANTED TO
Buy

501

Miscellaneous
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS.
28-29¢

REAL ESTATE

602 Apartments
for Rent

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031 =

Under new ownership

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.

Now professionally

managed by

% BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC
Income guidelines apply.

Wednesday, July 15, 2026

GARAGE SALES
701

LARGE GARAGE
SALE: Fri., July 17,
Sat., July 18, 8 a.m.-6
p.m. 11254 County 32 SW,
Motley; from Staples, 4 mi.
East on Warner Rd, 2 mi.
North on #32. Watch for
signs. 30p

LARGE GARAGE
SALE: Fri., July 17, Sat.,
July 18, 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m..
915 7th St NE, in alley. A
lot of women’s XL, baby,
men’s med.-XL clothing.
books, quilts, misc.

30p

MOVING SALE: Thurs.,
July 16, Fri., July 17,
Sat., July 18, 9 am. -5
p.m. 5474 116th St SW.
Watch for signs. A lot of
misc. 30p

CHURCH GARAGE
SALE: SWAN VALLEY
LUTHERAN CHURCH.
Thurs., July 23, Fri.,
July 24, Sat., July 25, 8
a.m.-5 p.m. each day. 13
mi. North of Motley on
Hwy 64. Watch for signs.
Many new items added in-
cluding furniture. 30x-31p

Veterans Parkﬂ

STORE

Downtown Longbella’s store,
across from Tower Pizza

Every Thursday, 1-4pm

Antiques, collectibles, jewelery, artwork,
fishing, hunting, tools, furniture, books,
housewares, kitchenware, linens, clothing,
footwear, books, small appliances, DVDs,
VHS, vinyl records and more.

If you wish to donate, call Penny at 218-820-1919

Thank you to
Chad & Jody Longbella and Lani Longbella-Roberts

607
Houses for Sale

NN Minnesota Classified Advertising Network
|_____MISCELLANEOUS il MISCELLANEOUS |
WANTED: SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SERVICES

REPAIRING OR
REPLACING APPLIANCES
and home systems like heating
and cooling can be costly. A home
warranty plan can help. Start saving and
get 30% off any plan today. Workman-
ship Guarantee included. Terms apply.
Call Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

YAHUAH’S WORDS

WAS JESUS HISTORICAL?
Who invented Christianity? Why
were the gospels written in Greek,
not Hebrew? To know, watch
the online DVD “Caesar’s Mes-
siah.” Awaken! 218/533-6029

Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

END YOUR TAX
WORRIES TODAY
Let us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high tax
amounts? Our A+ tax professionals
can help. Call for a FREE consultation.
Call Priority Tax now 855/634-3517

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In  Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
Call 844/453-6983

caps,

make the switch.

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over TMILLION
READERS

Statewide clas B

Your newspaper
representative can
provide complete
details or you can call
MNA: 612/332-8844

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES

* TWO STALL GARAGES
* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE

218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY

* HLHEYS B BEST SELLER +

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERUCEAIREGTOR

r G Iz A Ultimate Septic Service LLC
EST 1934 l
PLUMBING & HEATING

David Odden - Owner/Operator
o PLUMBING

Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies

Call USS for all your septic
« HEATING
« AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL
« NEW CONSTRUCTION

pumping needs!
218-296-1137
« REMODEL
« SERVICE

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com
MN LIC. #PC644417

] | oy W
Alt_l‘lcll_le!’ (EEES g
Excavation & Septic Service )

218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

GO

‘Septic System Installation
_) -/l ]
L= U= Staples, MN 56479

«Camera Inspection, Tank
Ct
@80 conSTRUCTION ¢ 218-894-3105 51‘355)

Pumping and Cleaning
Asphalt Paving * Excavating *Driveways
Roads ¢ Parking Lots * Site Prep * Gravel *Rock
Black Dirt ¢ Fill * Peat * Ponds * Demolition * Hauling
Landscaping * Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

i i i i@ ii :' ! A ) Septics * Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements * Retaining Walls

Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

218-631-3101 888-878-5578

PHB £VL /7=t

i Phil Bjerga
EXCﬂVﬂtII‘Ig - 218-639-5007
|I1C. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing

p—

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! Statema Backhoe Service, LLC

st

MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS 1”*71“*\“

«FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 3 '
«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Site Prep ¢ Basements ¢ Waterlines e Driveways ¢ Landscaping ® Black |~ - -2
Dirt « Gravel » Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits o Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading * Ditch Cleaning ¢ Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential - ;-

Andy Statema ¢320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347

SW 2024 changed wk #3

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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ii‘amily support at dedicati

The family of Jack Giza (front) gath-

ered as the Giza granite bench was dedi- Timbs)
cated at the Fourth of July Celebration in

Playing the “Armed Forces Medle”

on

Staples. (Staples World photo by Dawn

ceremony

Woodwind quintet ‘Tuney Loons’
played the “Armed Forces Medley” at
the recent Fourth of July celebration at
Veterans Park in Staples. Veterans and

active-duty membes were invited to stand
during the specific song that represented
their miitary branch. (Staples World pho-
to by Dawn Timbs)

o0

Public Notices

o

NOTICE
CITY OF STAPLES,
MINNESOTA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
2027 TO 2031
CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PLAN

The City of Staples will
hold a public hearing on
July 28 at 7:05 p.m. at City
Hall, 122 6th St NE to pres-
ent and accept comments
on the 2027 to 2031 Capital
Improvement Plan. A copy
of the draft is available at

City Hall, 122 6th St NE.

All interested parties are
encouraged to attend the
public hearing and provide
comments.

If you are unable to
attend, you can e-mail or
mail comments to the City
Clerk at tgreer@ci.staples.
mn.us. For more informa-
tion call Tara at 218-541-
5004.

Tara Greer, Clerk
City of Staples
30pnc

O

NOTICE
MORAN TOWNSHIP
WEED TOUR

Moran Township will
conduct the Moran Town-
ship weed tour on July 28,
2026 at 6 p.m. Supervisors
will leave from the town
hall to conduct the weed
tour.

Diane Mack, Clerk
Moran Township
30-31pnc

See NOTICES on page 8a

CITY OF STAPLES

Summary Financial Report

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of financial information concerning
the City of Staples to interested citizens. The complete financial statements may be
examined at Staples City Hall at 122 6th St NE.

Questions about this report should be directed to the City Clerk at (218) 894-2550

Revenue and Expenditures for General Operations
(Governmental Funds)

Total Total % Increase or
2024 2025 (Decrease)
Revenues:
Property Taxes s 1,051,592 S 1,079,111 2.62%
Special Assessments 98,562 63,757 -35.31%
Licenses and Permits 162,719 132,255 -18.72%
Intergovernmental Revenues 1,924,332 3,118,239 62.04%
Charges for Services 477,747 419,666 -12.16%
Fines and Forfeits 20,379 16,854 -17.30%
Investment Earnings 60,799 79,470 30.71%
Miscellaneous 1,046,490 921,870 -11.91%
Total Revenues S 4,842,620 S 5,831,222 20.41%
Per Capita 1,614.21 1,943.74 20.41%
Expenditures:
Current:
General Government S 486,645 S 442,136 -9.15%
Public safety 1,565,577 1,469,353 -6.15%
Streets and Highways 637,252 521,594 -18.15%
Economic Development 827,834 962,186 16.23%
Parks and Recreation 182,331 152,876 -16.15%
Airport 138,352 68,487 -50.50%
Debt Service:
Principal 500,000 1,125,000 125.00%
Interest and Other Charges 136,736 113,765 -16.80%
Capital Outlay 580,600 2,007,086 245.69%
Total Expenditures S 5,055,327 5 6,862,483 -26.33%
g Per Capita 1,685.11 2,287.49 -26.33%
=3
Total Long-term Indebtedness S 10,573,447 S 8,949,591 -15.36%
Per Capita 3,524.48 2,983.20 -15.36%
General Fund & Special Revenue Funds Unrestricted
Fund Balance - December 31 S 1,981,555 s 1,900,891 -4.07%
Per Capita 660.52 633.63 -4.07%

At the 2026 Fourth of July celebra-
tion at Veterans Park in Staples, a total
of 28 commemorative pavers were ded-
icated, with family members and friends
invited to ring the bell as their loved one’s
name was read. Above, the family of the
late Bruce Hayenga, who served in the

Remembering loved ones

United States Army from 1960 - 1963,
make their way to the bell. Below, chil-
dren of Sgt Clifford E. Smith, U.S. Army
WWII veteran, prepare to ring the bell
for their dad. From left, Barb Smith, Dan
Smith, Dawn Adamietz. (Staples World
photos by Dawn Timbs)

Lovin’ Bubba’s BB(

Hundreds enjoyed a BBQ buffet
lunch following the Fourth of July pro-
gram at Veterans Park in Staples. Catered
by Bubba’'s BBQ, the meal included BBQ
beef brisket and pulled pork, salads, fruit,
and root beer. Dilly bars, compliments of
the Staples Dairy Queen, were offered
for dessert. Above, Penny Nelsen, board

member of the Staples All Veterans &
Community Park, helps serve lunch. Be-
low, enjoying lunch, Denise Baumgart,
Staples; Bill Kokett, Motley; Alex Kokett,
Staples; Fran Kokett, Motley. Alex, Bill
and Fran Kokett’s grandson, is a U.S.
Army veteran. (Staples World photos by
Dawn Timbs)




‘Red, White and Blue on July 4, 2026

In honor of the 250th birthday of the
United States of America, people across
the country donned Red, White and
Blue apparel as the celebrated on July 4.
Above, at Veterans Park in Staples follow-
ing the July 4 celebration, are members of
the Miller/Stone families. From left, Chad

Miller, Staples; Erin McGuire, Inver Grove
Heights; Dennis Miller, Staples; Rayma

Guire, Inver Grove Heights; Joan (Stone)
Miller, Blaine. (Staples World photo by
Dawn Timbs)

Speaker

Army veteran Jerry
Cleveland of Staples was
the speaker at the Fourth
of July celebration in Sta-
ples. Cleveland served
during the Vietnam War.
(Staples World photo by
Dawn Timbs)

Dawn Timbs)

(Stone) Miller, Staples; Melba (Stone) Mc-

Ringing the bell

Rick Anderson of Staples was one of several in-
dividuals who rang the bell at the Fourth of July paver
dedication ceremony at Veterans Park in Staples. The
paver is in honor of Anderson’s maternal grandfather,
Fred Tracy, who served in the United States Army during
WWI in France. A total of 28 granite commemorative
pavers were dedicated that day. (Staples World photo by

Staples World

Offered
prayers

Pastor Barry Klein
offered both the invo-
cation and benedition
prayers at the Fourth of
July program in Staples.
Klein serves as pastor at
the Church of Christ in
Staples.

A tlme f0r family gatermgs

The Fourth of July celebration at Veterans Park
in Staples was attended by over 300 people, many of
whom returned to their hometown to celebrate the coun-
try’'s 250th birthday with family and friends. Above, from
left, are Sarah (Nelsen) Poscher, Bruce Nelsen, Bev
Nelsen, Jerel Nelsen. (Staples World photo by Dawn
Timbs)

- \}_

The Staples Area Chamber of Commerce

s hesling

NOW ACCEPTING

PARTICIPANTS!

FLEA MARKET /
GARAGE SALE SET UPS

Whether you're selling, promoting your business,
showecasing your talents, or displaying your tractor,
we'd love to have you join us for this

fun~filled fall event!

.

Calling Al
—~TRACTOR -
ENTHUSIASTS!

Do you own an
ANTIQUE, CLASSIC,
NEW, or WORKING TRACTOR?

Wed love to fealur

e (& in ewr

TRACTOR DISPLAY!

Brlng your tractor, meet fellow enthusuasts
share its history, and visit with attendees
throughout the day!

FOR REGISTRATION AND

Staples Area Chamber of Commerce

MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: @ admin@stapleschamber.com




