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Clean audit for City of Staples

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

In their annual audit, the
City of Staples was given a
clean opinion with minor
common findings.

“A clean opinion is as
good as it gets,” said Dean

Birkland of the Carlson SV

auditing firm.
Birkland said this year’s
audit was more involved

because of $1,500,000 in fed-

eral expenditures, mostly
from the airport hangar
project.
Even after that closer
examination, Birkland said
When examining the

city’s different funds, Birk-
land said they all have a
positive balance except the
wastewater department,
which is still paying for the
new treatment plant. He
said the negative balance
will take care of itself over
time as it is paid off.

“The city is in a good net
position,” said Birkland.

The findings are related
to the size of the city, such
as segregation of duties, a
standard that can only be
met with a larger office
staff. Another finding the
city has every year is with
the Fire Relief Associa-
tion not having an actuar-

ial valuation, which would
cost more than it would be
worth. Birkeland said 95
percent of cities have those
same findings.
The council accepted the
audit as presented.
Parks and recreation
City Administrator Jerel
Nelsen told the council that
the Widseth engineering
firm is redesigining the

parking lot behind the Sta-

ples Community Center and
they hope to have it repaved
before the start of school.
He said the community
center locker room project

See STAPLES on page 2a

MMFCU to acquire
Clarissa bank

Mid Minnesota Federal
Credit Union announced it
has entered into an agree-
ment to acquire the Clarissa
branch of Unity Bank, sub-
ject to regulatory approval.
The transaction is expected
to be completed prior to the
end of 2026.

This acquisition reflects
Mid Minnesota Federal
Credit Union’s continued
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This Week’s Forecast

High Low Cond.
July8 76 61 Rain
July9 80 60 M. Sunny
July10 82 61 M. Sunny
July1l 85 67 Sunny
July12 88 68 Sunny
July13 88 67 Sunny
Julyl4 8 64 M. Sunny

Last Year, 2025

High Low Cond.
July8 76° 59 M. Sunny
July9 81 60 Sunny
July10 83 67 M. Sunny
July1l 80 66 P. Sunny
July12 74 57  Cloudy
July13 85 55  Sunny
July14 8 60 Sunny

Average Temps:
H=7 81°Low=60°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher

commitment to expanding
its presence and strength-
ening relationships in the
communities it serves.

“We are excited to wel-
come the customers and
employees of Unity Bank’s
Clarissa branch,” said Bob
Gerads, President/CEO
of Mid Minnesota Federal
Credit Union. “This is an
opportunity to continue
building on the strong rela-
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tionships already in place

while bringing our mem-

ber-focused approach and

resources to this commu-

nity.”
Mid Minnesota Federal
Credit Union emphasized

that a top priority through-

out the transition will be
ensuring a smooth and
seamless experience for

See MMFCU on page 10a
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Central Lakes College
names interim president

Dr. Kimberly Lynch has
begun her role as interim
president of Central
Lakes College, arriving on
campus July 1. With deep
experience across Minne-
sota State and a strong com-
mitment to students, she
brings thoughtful, steady
leadership to the CLC com-
munity.

“I am thrilled to join a col-
lege known for its culture
of caring and for its deep
commitment to students
and the surrounding com-
munities,” Lynch said. “It
is a true honor to steward
the excellent work of staff
and faculty where, every
day, we live CLC’s mission
to build futures.”

Lynch was selected to
serve in this role by the
Minnesota State board ear-
lier this spring.

“Dr. Lynch has extensive
experience with Minnesota
State, including serving in
leadership roles at three
colleges and the system
office,” said Scott Olson,
Minnesota State chancellor.
“She is a strategic thinker
with a passion for helping
faculty and staff to bring
innovation to the forefront
to help students succeed,
and I am confident she will
be a steady and effective
leader for Central Lakes
College during this year of
transition.”

Kimberly Lynch

Lynch has broad higher
education experience both
in leadership positions as
well as in the classroom.
Her focus on technology
and how human beings can
successfully weave tech-
nology into their work has
been a cornerstone of her
leadership across Minne-
sota State for more than a
decade.

She joins CLC after
serving as associate vice
chancellor for educational
development and technol-
ogies at Minnesota State,
where she also held interim
leadership roles. She was
interim vice president for
academic affairs at North-
west Technical College
(2022), leading process
improvements and launch-

Shed fire near Staples

ing a strategic enrollment
management effort, and
interim associate vice
chancellor for academic
affairs (2017-2018), advanc-
ing transfer pathways and
statewide academic initia-
tives.

Earlier, she served in
several leadership roles at
Anoka-Ramsey Community
College, including dean of
STEM and computer net-
working, interim campus
information officer, and
dean of innovative teach-
ing and learning, where she
expanded online learning.
She began her career as an
English faculty member at
ARCC. She holds a bache-
lor’s degree from Hamline
University, and a master’s
and doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Twin
Cities.

Lynch succeeds Hara
Charlier, who has served as
president of Central Lake
College since 2016 and has
been appointed president
of Berkshire Community
College in Massachusetts.

It is expected that Lynch
will serve for one year. A
search for the next perma-
nent president will begin in
late fall 2026 with the inten-
tion of naming the perma-
nent leader in the spring of
2027.

The Staples Fire Department battles a shed fire south of Staples on July 1. Around 3 p.m., the fire department
was called to the fire on property owned by Tim and Lori Miller.
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Art and PWR!Moves class offer
support and inspiration

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Members of the
PWR!Moves class (Parkin-
son Wellness Recovery) held
an art show at Lakewood
Health System in Staples
this past April, showcasing
a variety of creative work.

The event was spear-
headed by class members
Bev Goff of Brainerd and
Pam Robinson of New York
Mills, both of whom have
been expressing themselves
through art for decades. It’s
something that’s brought
even greater meaning since
being diagnosed with Par-
kinson’s Disease.

Goff’s creative outlets
include sewing, jewelry
making and drawing. A Sta-
ples native and a 1974 grad-
uate of Staples High School,
Goff credits her parents,
Dr. Bill and Helen Goff of
Staples for instilling in her
the love of creating. “They
bought me an artist kit
when I was 10 years old,”
Goff shared at the recent
show at Lakewood. She was
just 12 when her mother
taught her to sew, a pastime
that’s continued to offer
inspiration decades later.

Goff was just 40 when
she saw a neurologist after
noticing some shaking. She
was 53 when she was diag-
nosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Since that time, she’s
continued to express her-
self artistically, in unique
and creative ways.

Two of Goff’s pieces
at the art show included
gala-worthy dresses made
out of repurposed materi-
als such as plastic bags and
VCR tapes. She also show-
cased jewelry made from
brass safety pins and wash-

ers.
Robinson, who taught art

L

Art show instigatrs

P

Pam Robinson (left) and Bev Goff, both members
of the Parkinson Wellness Recovery class at Lakewood
Health System, came up with the idea to hold an art show
at Lakewood this past April. Both Robinson and Goff are
accomplished artists. (Staples World photos by Dawn

Timbs)

at Sebeka High School from
1985 - 1995, was diagnosed
with Parkinson’s in 2016.
She has continued painting
and drawing even as the
symptoms have increased.
Their art is a form of
therapy, both Goff and
Robinson said. So is the
PWR!Moves class, led by
Michelle Anderson, PTA.

Held twice a week at Lake-

wood’s main campus in
Staples, the class is made
possible by the Lakewood
Health System Foundation.

The therapy class was
full the first day it was
offered, Anderson said,

noting that it started in Sep-

tember of 2025. There are

usually 14 people in atten-

dance. It’s open to anyone

who has Parkinson’s dis-

ease, as well as their care-
givers, Anderson said of
the class.

In addition to working on
strength, balance, coordi-
nation and cognitive skills,
those who attend the PWR!
Moves class have formed
friendships and a support
network. Not all, but sev-
eral of the class members
participated at the recent
art show, inspiring others
in the midst of their own
struggles.

When asked about
her thoughts on the
PWR!Moves class at Lake-
wood, Goff teared up, going
on to express how much it
means to her. “It’s helped
me so much...being with
people that understand.”

Art show rins

Bev Goff of Brainerd, far right, holds
up some of her art work on display at
an art show this past April at Lakewood
Health System. The participating artists
are part of the PWR!Moves class made

inspiration

possible by Lakewood Health System
Foundation. In the background, looking
at the art, are Mary Daniels (left) and April
Sandhoff, both of Motley. (Staples World
photo by Dawn Timbs)

Displaying their art work

Betty Johannes of Leader, front, had some of her handmade quilts on display
at Lakewood Health System this past April. In back, is woodworker Wayne Rahn
of Burtrum. Johannes and Rahn are both part of the Parkinson Wellness Recovery
(PWRY!) Moves class at Lakewood. (Staples World photo

by Dawn Timbs)

STAPLES continued from page 1a
Caboose history researched

is completed and swim-
ming lessons have started
at the swimming pool.

The community center
is moving forward with
the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Education grant to
upgrade technology in the
classroom.

Once the fourth street
project is done, Nelsen said
the community center will
tear out the old stairway
and put in a new one, and

they will improve the ramp
to the door.

Nelsen also noted that
the painting of the railroad
caboose at Caboose Park
has been finished. He said
they still need to put on the
original Northern Pacific
logo and its proper identifi-
cation number. Nelsen said
a historian is working to
determine the actual build
date of the caboose.
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Interacting with the artists

Amber Houselog, left, Senior Com-
munications specialist at Lakewood
Health System, Staples, listens as Pam
Robinson discusses her drawings and
other art work on display at an art show

Proud of their daughter

Bev (Mennis) Goff of Brainerd, left,
is pictured with her parents, Helen and
Dr. Bill Mennis of Staples. Goff, whose art
work was on display at Lakewood Health
System in Staples this past April, said that
her parents encouraged her to pursue art

Variety of art
shown

Above is a dress
made by Bev Goff of Brain-
erd, who made it entirely
from plastic Target bags.
Below, Pam Robinson,
New York Mills, stands by

one of her paintings. Timbs)

this past April. Robinson, of New York
Mills, was diagnosed with Parkinson’s in
2016. She is a former art teacher at Se-
beka High School. (Staples World photo
by Dawn Timbs)

from an early age. She noted that they
gave her an artist’s kit when she was 10
years old and her mother taught her to
sew when she was 12. (Staples World
photo by Dawn Timbs)

Supportive group

Members of The PWR!Moves class (Parkinson
Wellness Recovery) appreciate the friendship and sup-
port they've found there. Above, from left, Betty Jo-
hannes of Leader and Bev Goff of Brainerd. Below, Brad
Farber of Staples and Wayne Rahn of Burtrum, who call
themselves the B&W Rahab Dynamic Duo. All four par-
ticipated at the art show at Lakewood Health Sytem in
Staples this past April. (Staples World photos by Dawn
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Staples
report

Recent reports taken by
Staples Police::

June 21, Staples Police
observed a vehicle going
115 MPH on Highway 10
through a section with
35 and 55 mile per hour
speed limits. Jerald Renell
Shelvy, 23, from Fayette,
Miss. was arrested on book
and release; vehicle was
impounded.

June 21, Staples Police
responded to a carbon mon-
oxide alarm going off at a
residence on Pleasant Ave.
NE. Resident was alone and
complained of a headache
and dizziness. Ambulance
arrived and recommended
a visit for possible carbon
monoxide poisoning.

June 22, Staples Police
assisted Lakewood Health
System with a subject who
is on a hold and trying to
leave.

June 22, Staples Police
issued citations for the
driver of a non street legal
dirtbike driving on 2nd St.
NE.

June 22, Staples Police
assisted with a report of a
suicide at a residence on
Airview Dr. A party was
found deceased with a gun
shot wound.

June 22, Staples tested a
driver on a traffic stop and
found them positive for
THC (marijuana).

June 23, Staples Police
responded to a call of a
disturbance with a female
throwing things.

June 23, Staples Police
were requested to provide
extra patrol, because a
person has been attempting
to get into an appartment of
a deceased party. Party said
they were trying to get guns
out of the apartment.

June 23, Staples Police
assisted Wadena County
Sheriff’s Dept. with a SWAT
team call out.

June 24, Staples Police
stopped a vehicle driven by
a person with a canceled

Police

driver’s license. Police
arrested driver with a book
and release.

June 24, Staples Police
assisted with a jackknifed
camper blocking one lane of
traffic on Hwy. 10 at County
Rd. 83, east of Staples.

June 25, Staples Police
investigated a report of
teenagers smoking mari-
juana.

June 25, Staples Police
investigated a report of a
parent abusing prescrip-
tion medications while
taking care of children.

June 25, Staples Police
investigated a report of an
ATV driving recklessly on
Warner Road at 8th Street
NE.

June 25, Staples Police
took report of a dog that
attacked a person on Air-
port Road.

June 27, Staples Police
took a report of a neighbor
who walked to the edge of
their property and urinated
onto the neighbor’s prop-
erty.

June 27, Staples Police
assisted with a distur-
bance in Aldrich. Reporting
party stated their vehicle
was struck and was being
blocked in. Video footage
showed the vehicle was not
struck.

June 27, Staples Police
investigated a report of a
suspicious person stalking
an employee at a business
in Staples. Police talked to
the suspect, who admitted
to drinking alcohol. Police
dropped party off at Legacy
Gardens, vehicle was left at
the business.

June 27, Staples Police
responded to a report of
a person walking in the
median on Hwy. 10. Police
assisted the party with a
ride to a gas station.

July 27, Staples Police
took a report of two dogs
that got loose and attacked
another dog in the neigh-
borhood.

Todd County
court report

JULY 1, 2026

Long Prairie Police

Nadiuska Arias Mayi, Long Prai-
rie. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85. Expired registration. Fine
$30.

Reyna Lucero Hernandez
Chavez, Long Prairie. Driving after
revocation. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Melvin Francisco Martinez, Estel-
line, SD. Driving after revocation.
Fine $200. Fee $85.

Julian Johnathan Valencia, Long
Prairie. Window restrictions. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

MN Denpt.
Resources

Michael Thomas Lunch, Eden
Prairie. Water safety-fail to have legal
lifesaving device on board watercraft
or waterfowl boat. Fine $25. Fee
$85.

MN State Patrol

Nicholas Charles Alley, Randall.
Window restrictions. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Chase Emmanuel Collins, Alex-
andria. Speed 83/70. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Stacy Lynn Danielson, Parkers
Prairie. Speed 88/70. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Sarah Leah May Don, Sauk
Centre. Speed 79/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Qusmane Fofana, Grand Forks,
ND. Speed 91/70. Fine $70. Fee
$155.

Hugo Amiilcar Gomez Morales,
Worthington. Speed 72/60. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

Cynthia Gutierrez Juarez, Morris.
Speed 85/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Heaven Leigh Hall, Cleveland,
TN. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Lindy Lee Johnston, Burtrum,
Seat belt required. Fine $25. Fee
$85.

Jake Dillon Leuschke, Alexandria.
Window restrictions. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Lyle Martin, Long Prairie. Speed
70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jeremy Allen Miller, Rice.
Window tint. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Afshin Rassoul Nejat, Minneap-
olis. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Justin Timothy Prois, Fergus Falls.
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Sarah Jayne Riesgraf Sprengeler,
Alexandria. Speed 70/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

James Kevin Taylor, Mishawaka,
IN. Seat belt required. Fine $25. Fee
$85.

Prashantkumar Arvindbhai Thak-
kar, Alpharetta, GA. Speed 75/70.
Fine $40. Fee $75.

Staples Police Dept.

Richard Irving Boatman, Jr., Jen-
kins. Driving after revocation. Fine

of Natural

$200. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff

Denise Kristine Biggs, Brower-
ville. Expired registration. Fine $30.
Fee $85.

Riley Clyde Bird, Little Falls.
Speed 73/60. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Marlin lvan Castillo Mejia, Long
Prairie. Driver must carry proof of
insurance when operating vehicle.
Fine $200. Fee $85. Driving without
a valid license for vehicle class or
type. Fine $100.

Dameon Storm Chenoweth,
Long Prairie. Speed 82/55. Fine
$100. Fee $185.

David Thomas Cherry, Brow-
erville. Exceed limit 64/60. Driver
must carry proof of insurance when
operating vehicle. Fine $200.

Daniel U Gingerich, Long Prairie.
Forestry-open burning-garbage by a
person. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Nathan Lee Juettner, Browerville.
Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Maddison Kay Kraemer, Melrose.
Liguor consumption by persons
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Marshall James Macey, Iron. For-
estry-open burning-violate ban. Fine
$100. Fee $85.

Juan Josue Melenciano Then,
Long Prairie. Failure to obtain a burn-
ing permit. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Jack Stevens Morales Cruz,
Browerville. Driving without a valid
license for vehicle class or type. Fine
$100. Fee $85.

Luke William Sakry, Bertha.
Unlawful passing. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Breanna Lynn Swanberg, Savage.
Speed 71/55. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Jessica Fay Wilmes, Little Falls.
Expired registration. Fine $30.

The following cases were
heard before Heidi L. Hovis,
Seventh District Court in Todd
County June 24, 2026.

Miguel Gabriel Miranda Diaz,
Long Prairie. Domestic assault. Dis-
missed. Disorderly conduct. Con-
tinued. Local confinement (2 days,
stay O yr 0 mo O days credit for time
served: 2 days. Supervised proba-
tion, 1 yr. Fine $200.

The following cases were
heard before Heidi L. Hovis,
Seventh District Court in Todd
County June 23, 2026.

Todd Michael Gonsior, Glen-
wood. Hunting-under influence-al-
cohol. Convicted. Local confinement
(364 days, stay 364 days for 2 yr).
Supervised probation, 2 mo. Fine
$50. Fee $75. Hunting-Alcohol con-
centration 0.08 or more. Dismissed.
Deer hunting-may not hunt with aid
or use of bait. Local confinement
(8 days credit for time served). Fine
$50.

Ezequiel Taverez Brito, Long
Prairie. No proof of insurance. Con-
tinued. Unsupervised probation, 1 yr.

o,

75 Years Aco - 1951

o July 5, 1951 - News soon
spread throughout the city
of Staples Friday morning,
that John William Reed, 61,
who had made his home
with Mr. and Mrs. Chris-
tian Jensen for the past five
weeks, had been killed in
the railroad yards in Sta-
ples early the morning of
June 29.

Just how the accident
happened will never be
known, because the lifeless
body of Mr. Reed was not
discovered until the engine
men had change in Staples.
Elmer Johnson, engineer
in Staples, discovered the
body when he boarded No.
3 about 125 feet west of the
depot, south of the west
bound main line track. Art
Willis was the fireman with
Mr. Johnson.

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs

-o-

Not a great deal is known
about Mr. Reed, because he
had not lived in Staples long
enough to make too many
acquaintances. Mr. and Mrs.
Jensen report that he was
an ideal roomer.

o July 5, 1951 - Duane
Lund, head of the voca-
tional guidance department
of the Staples schools, who
is also chairman of the
Young Republican League
of the state of Minnesota,
was in Boston, Mass., last
week attending the national
Young Republican conven-
tion.

Mr. Lund took a plane
from Minneapolis and
arrived in New York on
Tuesday of last week. He
will return to Minneapolis
the first of this week and
resume his teaching at the
summer session of the Uni-
versity.

o July 5, 1951 - A news dis-
patch taken some time ago
from an Associated press
news item appearing in the
daily papers, told of ten
English citizens who had
embarked from Southamp-
ton, England, to come to
United States to make their
future home.

The family of Tom Ward,
61, his wife of the same age,
his son and wife and two
children, and his daugh-
ter and her husband and
two children started the
voyage together, bound for
Staples, where they were
to be met by other relatives
now living in the Pillager,
Motley and Brainerd areas.

This mass family emi-
gration began when Tom
Ward’s daughter married a
G.I. and came to live near
Staples. This was a number
of years ago.

The “emigration bug”
bit the Ward family. Tom
Ward sold everything to
go. He had been in the boot
and shoe trade in Leicester,
England for 44 years.

They arrived in Staples
Sunday noon, July 17, and
all of the relatives in this
area were on the depot plat-
form to greet the people
when they arrived.

50 Years Aco- 1976

o June 24, 1976 - Jean
Hassler, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Clair Hassler, was
crowned Miss Staples for
1976 at judging and corona-
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Looking back

Fine $50.

Chase Alexander, Staples.
DWiI-operate motor vehicle under
influence of alcohol. Dismissed.
DWI-alcohol concentration 0.08
within 2 hours. Dismissed. Careless
driving-operate any vehicle care-
lessly on street or highway. Sen-
tenced. Local confinement (90 days,
stay O yr 0 mo 89 days for 1 yr credit
for time served: 1 day). Supervised
probation, 1 yr. Fine $425. Fee $75.

Jordan Taylor Folkestad,
Wadena. Driving after revocation.
Sentenced. Local confinement (90
days, stay 90 days for 1 yr). Unsu-
pervised probation, 1 yr. Fine $200.
Fee $75.

Germania Santos Taveras, Long
Prairie. Disorderly conduct. Dis-
missed. Fleeing a Peace Officer
by means other than a motor vehi-
cle. Dismissed. Obstruct legal pro-
cess-lawful execution legal process.
Sentenced. Fine $300. Fee $75.

The following cases were
heard before Heidi L. Hovis,
Seventh District Court in Todd
County June 18, 2026.

Toussaint Alessandro Moore, St.
Paul. Speed 75/70. Sentenced.
Fine $40. Fee $75.

~Court reports forwarded from
the Long Prairie Leader.

tion ceremonies Saturday
evening, June 19, in the Sta-
ples Auditorium.

Queen Jean won the
title of the Staples Jaycee
sponsored contest as she
competed against 13 other
contestants, being judged
on poise, personality and
appearance, along with
interviews, talent and
formal wear.

On the talent portion
of the program, Miss Has-
sler delivered an original
speech entitled “Portray-
als of Freedom.” She was
sponsored in the contest by
Anderson Our Own Hard-
ware.

Upon a vote of the other
contestants, Miss Hassler
also won the trophy naming
her as Miss Congeniality.

Selected by the panel of
three out-of-town judges
as the first runner-up was
Kim Cleveland, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Cleveland. A 1976 graduate
of Staples High school, Kim
performed a timpani solo to
the music of “Battle Hymn
of the Republic.” She was
sponsored in the contest by
Mid-Central Federal sav-
ings and Loan.

Second runner-up
honors went to Peggy Finn,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William Finn. Peggy gave a
speech entitled “Let’s Make
Promises We Can Keep.”
She is a 1976 graduate of
Staples High school. Her
sponsor was Staples Fed-
eral credit Union.

o June 24,1976 - With Gary
Otteson leading the way,
both with his pitching and
his bat, the Staples Ameri-
can Legion Baseball team
shut-out Aitkin 4-0 at Aitkin
June 16. Otteson scattered
three hits, struck out eight
and received errorless sup-
port from his teammates for
the victory.

o June 24, 1976 - Mela-
nie Fuller of Staples was
named second attendant
in the Region Three Dairy
Princess Contest held at
Alexandria June 17.

Melanie, a 1976 gradu-
ate of Staples High school,
is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Melvin Fuller. She was
the Staples Dairy Princess.

o June 24, 1976 - Ground-
breaking ceremonies for
the new 40-bed hospital and
100-bed nursing home of the
United Hospital District,
Staples, were held on the
site Monday afternoon.

o June 24, 1976 - At 7
a.m. today, Thursday, the
90-member Cardinal March-
ing Band of Staples High
school, directed by Larry
Correll, will depart from
Staples for Winnipeg for
their participation in the

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
2001. Do you know who these people are and perhaps
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to
share? Email your answers and where you'’re from to
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

parade and other events of
the Winnipeg Manisphere.

o June 24, 1976 - Bruce
Blake, who was convicted
of arson in two fires at
the Morey Fish Company,
Motley, last October was
given a 2 1/2 month work
release sentence this week.

According to an article
appearing in the Brain-
erd Daily Dispatch, Blake,
18, was sentenced in Little
Falls District Court under
the Huber law, which allows
him to work during the day
and return to the Morrison
County Jail at night.

25 Years Aco - 2001

o July 5, 2001 - Bishop
John L. Hopkins has
appointed the Rev. Wesley
J. Johnson to Staples United
Methodist Church in Sta-
ples. He previously served
churches in Elmore-East
Chain, Hewitt-Bertha,
Wrightstown and Austin.
Rev. Johnson graduated
from the University of Min-
nesota, Duluth, and has a
Masters of Divinity from
Asbury College, Wilmore,
Ky.
o July 5, 2001 - A new use
for an older building in Sta-
ples is apparently taking
shape.

Mary and David Free-
man are purchasing the
former Rexall Drug Store
building in downtown Sta-
ples. Frank Gardner closed
his business in April, with
the building empty since

then. The Freemans plan
to rent the majority of the
ground floor space in their
building, after some remod-
eling, to Kari Erickson, who
plans to operate a dance
school there. Her school
will be called “A Time to
Dance.”

10 Years Aco - 2016

o July 7, 2016 - As our
country celebrated 200
years of freedom in 1976,
the Ly family of Laos cel-
ebrated their first year
of freedom in the United
States of America.

It’s been nearly 40 years
since the Lys first set foot
on U.S. soil, putting down
temporary roots in Staples.

They arrived from Thai-
land on Oct. 29, 1976...Chy Ly,
his wife Xiong My. and their
four children, Doua Chi,
Kablia, Leng and Kasoua.

Members of the Ly family,
now of St. Paul, stopped
by Staples recently to visit
the town they first called
“home” after leaving a ref-
ugee camp in Thailand in
1976. Originally from Laos,
the Lys fled to Thailand in
1975 to escape communist
control of their country.

The family, who lived in
Staples for two years, was
sponsored by the Chris-
tian & Missionary Alliance
Church in Staples. During
their recent visit to Staples,
they spent time with friends
Ivan and Janice Voeltz.

Mystery

identified Pam Quance.

solved

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the June 17, 1976 edition of
the Staples World featured four contes-
tants in an upcoming Miss Staples com-
petition holding trophies which were to
be given out. From left, Jody Mueller,
Pam Quance, Natalie Wise, Dallas Lewis.
Fourteen girls were going to be compet-
ing in the contest, scheduled to be held
in the Staples High School auditorium.

Judy Wolak of Staples correctly

Cindy (Olson) Mertens of Roseau,
a 1972 Staples High School grad,
called in regarding the previous week’s
mystery photo from 1967 which fea-
tured award winners at the annual Let-
termen’s Banquet. Cindy called in for
her husband, Larry Mertens, a 1967
SHS grad and one of the athletes who
received an award at the banquet. Mer-
tens was named MVP for baseball. Lar-
ry Mertens correctly identified all in the

previous week’s photo.

Staples®, \X/orid
The Staples World office,

moved to 207 4th St. NE

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon.
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Letters to the Editor

o

Safety factors
for motorcycle
community

We all need to be aware

of our operation of mo-

tor vehicles on the state’s
streets and highways. So far
in Minnesota we have had
28,319 crashes reported in
26. There were 7991 injury
crashes. So far we have had
160 traffic fatalities in 143
crashes.

And for our motorcycling
community, which I am
proud to be a part of, there
have been approximately
1500 crashes and there have

been 32 motorcycle fatali-

ties.

I taught for the Minne-
sota Motorcycle safety cen-

ter for nine years. During
that time I spoke honestly
to future motorcycle riders
about causes of crashes and

many times told my stu-

dents that Motorcycle riders
tend to be their own worst
enemy.

Statistics in Minneso-

ta are backing that up this
year. Using AI and going

through available informa-
tion on crashes from vari-

ous sources the following is
a break down of this year‘s

motorcycle fatalities:

Riders actions directly
contributed to 20 to 24 fatal-
ities.

That would be 65 to 75
percent for fatalities being
based on the operators ac-
tion. Other drivers were re-
sponsible for 8 to 10 of these
fatalities which would be 25
to 35 percent. There was one
deer fatality and two unde-
termined fatalities.

Here are the contribut-
ing factors that I was able
to find. Going off the road
in a curve, 10 to 12 fatalities.
Speed 7 to 9 fatalities motor-
cycle going off road or hit-
ting a fixed object, 6 to 8 fa-
talities. Over the center line
2 to 3 fatalities. Alcohol 3 to
5 fatalities. Other vehicles
failed to yield to a Motorcy-
cle 8 to 10.

Here are my suggestions:

1) Wear some type of
high visibility garment.
You have the responsibility
to be aware of who/what is
around you. The other driv-
ers out there need to be able
to see you. The easiest way
to see you is not by wearing
your black colors and seem-
ingly doing your best to not
be seen.

Put some high visibility
on. Statistically, you’re 20%
less likely to be involved in a

O

crash with another vehicle,
simply by wearing a white
helmet. High visibility col-
ors identify you readily to
other drivers.

2) slow down. You, I, we,
are not exempt from the
laws of physics. The faster
you go, the worse the Crash.

3) Remember that there
are other vehicles on the
road and pay attention to
them.

4) Be sober. Sober as in no
alcohol, no drugs. For some
reason, I am seeing more in-
dividuals that do not think
riding or driving high is a
big deal because they don’t
feel intoxicated because the
intoxicating affects mari-
juana are much different
than the intoxicating effects
of alcohol. Please do not be
fooled. Your reactions are
slowed down as are your
thinking processes. And in
the world of motorcycling,
we need to be 100% on top of
our game.

Be safe, Arrive alive.

Ninety-five percent of
crashes are avoidable if one
person does something dif-
ferent. Drive like your fam-
ily is in every other vehicle
on the road.

Bob Swenson
Staples, Minn.

Quote of the week

“Never throughout history has a man who
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Six word novel emerges
from police department

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

The Staples Police Department unwit-
tingly wrote a six word novel in one of their
recent reports:

“Releasing property to RP. Wedding
ring.”

The six word novel became a popular
trend a few years ago, but the origin is ac-
credited to Ernest Hemingway, who started
the genre with this story:

“For Sale: baby shoes, never used.”

In just six words, it brings us into a situ-
ation and reveals an incredible heartbreak.
To do that in six words shows the power of
words and how attuned we humans are to
storytelling.

In the six word novel from the Staples
Police report, “RP” means “reporting par-
ty,” so technically they cheated the format
by combining two words into one, but that’s
police lingo so I'll let it slide. We could also
just change it to “party” if it is used in a
different context.

This one actually rivals Hemingway
because of the endless possibilities it con-
tains. Is it a triumphant story, a breakup or
a tragedy? Maybe someone lost their wed-
ding ring and it was found, hooray. Maybe
there was a breakup and the wedding ring
is being returned out of sadness. Maybe a

spouse died and the ring was requested by
the survivor.

I don’t even want to learn the full story,
because I‘m satisfied knowing our police
department is there to deal with these kinds
of life-changing situations. If they decided
that returning the wedding ring was the
right thing to do, I'm okay with that.

Police deal with problematic situations
nearly every day. Sometimes there isno good
solution and they help our citizens make
the best out of what they have been dealt.
They might make a bad decision according
to one side, but at least there is someone out
there working on it and not everything ends
up in a battle or a courtroom.

To encapsulate all that into six words
is an artistic stroke. For this story, all we
need to know is that the wedding ring was
returned, so that’s where life begins again.

Hemingway’s original story is still the
best six word novel, inspiring others to try
and reach that level. BuzzFeed.com listed
some of their favorites online, including:

“A cry rings out. Life begins.”

“Head on a pillow, not sleeping.”

“The war is over, isn’t it?”

“Tomorrow I leave, she said again.”

“He died happy, knowing he lived.”

Those are cool, but I think the Staples
Police Department topped them with their
gem. I'll put them at number two on the list.

American infrastructure
includes railroad routes

lived a life of ease left a name
worth remembering.”

— Theodore Roosevelt

America’s strength is
meeting challenges

Editor’s note: This is the 4th of July speech
given by Frank Odell at the July 4th
celebration in Staples, marking the 250th
year of the United States of America.

By Frank Odell

I am happy to be here today. Actually —
truth be told- given my age- I am pleased-
as-punch to be most anywhere.

But- also- truth be told I am a veteran -
well-sort of- I am a veteran of three Honor
flight trips — 2008 2011 and 2012. Life chang-
ing for me and I think for our community.
Staples Host Lions sponsored all the trips
and the community graciously funded the
trips. And I am the son of a World War II
veteran who was able to return home and
also son-in-law of Bonnie’s dad who was
in the Pacific as a crew member on ‘rescue
planes’ that followed the bombers returning
from bombing runs on Japan. In my gen-
eration-Viet Nam- my number in the draft
drawing was 300 something and then the
conflict was over. So - all-right- truth be
told I am really not a veteran veteran but I
sincerely appreciate and thankful for those
of you who are veterans. And about today--

This is a big day- 250 years. Really.

Happy Birthday, USA! Two hundred and
fifty years old. What a ride.

For 250 years, America has been a na-
tion of soaring eagles and occasional tur-
key-sized mistakes. We have climbed moun-
tains, crossed rivers, walked on the moon,
and sometimes tripped over our own shoe-
laces. Yet here we stand.

We survived the revolution, (oh by the
way--John ‘hoppin’ Odell was my distant
relative and was part of George Washing-
ton’s army) civil war, depression, world
wars, recessions, political squabbles, and
enough disagreements to fill the Grand

Canyon twice over. At times, our national
conversation has sounded less like a choir
and more like a room full of toddlers argu-
ing over the last cookie. Yet somehow, the
music continues.

America’s story has never been a straight
highway. It has been a winding road filled
with potholes, detours, construction zones,
and the occasional sign that simply says,
“Good Luck.” We have known triumph and
tragedy, prosperity and hardship, unity and
division.

But that is the miracle of this experi-
ment in freedom.

When storms gathered, we bent but did
not break. When darkness settled in, we
lit candles instead of surrendering to the
night. When challenges appeared, genera-
tion after generation rolled up their sleeves
and got to work.

The United States is not perfect. Never
has been. Never will be. But perfection was
never the goal. Progress was. The Founders
planted a seed in rocky soil. Over two and a
half centuries, millions of ordinary Ameri-
cans watered that seed with courage, sacri-
fice, faith, and hard work. Today it stands as
a mighty oak whose roots run deep.

As we celebrate this historic birthday,
perhaps the greatest lesson is this: our
strength has never come from agreeing on
everything. Our strength comes from be-
lieving that tomorrow can be better than
today.

Two hundred and fifty years later, the
American spirit still refuses to quit.

So raise a flag. Share a smile. Enjoy the
fireworks. Celebrate the dream.

Happy 250th Birthday, USA.

What a ride.

What a story.

And by God’s grace, we're still writing
the next chapter.

-~
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Jim Mathews
President & CEO
Rail Passengers Association

As America celebrates its
250th birthday, this moment
invites reflection, not just
on how far the nation has
come, but on the systems,
choices, and connections
that made that progress
possible. Beneath every era
of American growth, there
has been a way for people to
move, meet, and build lives
across distance.

Passenger rail is part of
that foundation.

For generations, passen-
gerrail has been part of how
this country actually works.
Long before interstate high-
ways and crowded airports,
trains built A Connected
America town by town, city
by city, family by family.
Rail helped bind together a
geographically vast nation,

linking communities across
mountains, plains, rivers,
and coasts in ways nothing
else could at the time.

Passenger rail has al-
ways been more than trans-
portation. It’s access. It’s
opportunity. It’s core mem-
ories. It’s how people got to
work, how students got to
school, how families stayed
connected across distance,
and how this country phys-
ically held itself together
while it grew. From major
city terminals to small-town
depots still standing today,
rail helped define what con-
nection looks like in Amer-
ica.

Over time, investment in
passenger rail in America
became uneven, and priori-
ties shifted. Service in many
corridors declined, and in
some places connections
were reduced or lost alto-
gether. But that story is not

finished.

In recent years, there has
been a renewed focus on
rebuilding and strengthen-
ing passenger rail, restor-
ing service where it makes
sense, improving reliability,
and recognizing once again
the role passenger rail plays
in a balanced national trans-
portation system.

The story of rail in
America is not just about in-
frastructure. It is about peo-
ple, and whether they can
get where they need to go.
Like the country it serves,
passenger rail continues to
evolve, but its purpose re-
mains the same: connecting
Americans to each other
and to opportunity.

Thank you for your con-
tinued support and advoca-
cy for the future of passen-
ger rail. As America enters
its next 250 years, that work
matters more than ever.

Farmers debate pesticides
in front of president

By Al Cross
Institute for Rural Journalism
and Community Issues

“A group of farmers
walked into the Oval Office
last week expecting to smile
as the president signed an
executive order support-
ing the popular farming
practice called regenera-
tive agriculture, a method
cheered by the Make Amer-
ica Healthy Again (MAHA)
movement as an alternative
to pesticides. Instead they
were greeted by a virtual
buzzsaw as President Don-
ald Trump also brought in
a top advocate who opposed
the policy, prompting a live
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debate between top advis-
ers, Cabinet secretaries and
farmers,” reports Politico’s
Cheyenne Haslett.

After an hour of back-
and-forth between the
farmers, the president, and
American Farm Bureau
Federation President Zippy
Duvall, Trump signed the
executive order, “which di-
rects government agencies
to promote holistic farm-
ing practices that rely on
natural land rehabilitation
over chemicals,” Haslett
reports. Also in the room
were Health Secretary Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Jr. and Ag-
riculture Secretary Brooke
Rollins, who supported the
order.

“I thought the farmers ...
were going in there just for
a photo opportunity,” Jon-
athan Lundgren, a former
Agriculture Department
scientist who runs a regen-
erative farm in South Dako-
ta, told Haslett. He and two
other farmers said Duvall
told Trump “he was con-
cerned that the order would
insinuate a negative impact
from pesticide use and said
he would not be able to ad-
vocate for Trump on behalf
of farmers if he signed it,”
Haslett reports.

A Farm Bureau spokes-
man denied that Duvall said
he would forsake Trump.
“Trump went back and forth
with Duvall, asking him
what he opposed, to which
Duvall said he hadn’t been
able to fully read the or-
der, the three farmers said.

Trump eventually told him
he didn’t think the order
posed a threat to farmers,”
Haslett reports.

Regenerative farmer
Rick Clark of Indiana told
Haslett, “President Trump
was just making sure that
he had everyone’s opinion
and was given all the in-
formation before he signed
that document,” Clark said.
“Was there passion in the
room? Yeah, most definitely
passion.” Cattle farmer Will
Harris of Georgia shared on
his blog what he told Trump.

Earlier that day, the Su-
preme Court shielded Bay-
er, maker of the weedkiller
Roundup, from “thousands
of lawsuits that claim the
company failed to warn peo-
ple about the health risks
associated with its prod-
ucts,” Haslett notes. Lund-
gren told Trump that fami-
lies were being “poisoned by
these chemical companies
and didn’t have recourse
anymore.” He “found the
president to be concerned,”
Haslett reports. “Trump
turned to Rollins and Du-
vall, who explained the rul-
ing to him, Lundgren said.”

Kennedy and senior ad-
viser Calley Means “framed
the ruling as a black eye to
MAHA, two of the farmers
said, and Kennedy said the
executive order on regen-
erative agriculture would
be an important part of re-
pairing relations with the
MAHA supporters,” Haslett
reports.

Quote of the week

“Let us never negotiate
out of fear. But let us never
fear to negotiate.”
— John F. Kennedy
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WabeNA County SHERIFF’s Forum Tuesday,
July 14, 7 p.m., Wadena VFW, 213 1st St. SE,

J}E!ef{{r fr?

July 9 4 6’ 266

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thursdays at 5:15 p.m.,
at Lakewood Health System’s main cam-

pus in Staples. Meet at the main entrance. Wadena. Hear from all five candidates and (Carlson )
For more information about this free pro- learn their priorities. Primary Election: Angevlne
gram, visit https://walkwithadoc.org/join- Aug. 11, will narrow the field from five can-

a-walk/locations/staples-minnesota i JULY 25™

ExPERIENCE STRENGTH AND HoreE AA GRoupr
Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., at

(%) STARTING AT HOON
@ LEFTY'S BAR

didates to two. General Election: Nov. 3. ] ‘

July 10

Mras IN STAPLES

Women’s OPEN AA Recovery MeeTing Fri- Chu}‘ch of Christ, 27343 490th St., Staples. STAPLES, MM
days in person, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free For info., call Dan at 218-640-7228. m @ @
Methodist Church (lower level), 33 Well- Jlll 16
wood St. E. Motley. All women welcome. \ T am

StapLes ALL VeTERANs AND Community Park | ) L L
Jllly 12 Association Meering Wednesday, July 16, 5:30 E‘:‘ ", S,age'ffzfnfﬁf,igrnﬂf:f hv::?p,ead

to her brain and lungs. All funds raised
will go directly to Korrie to help with
onging treatments and expenses.
*THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

p.m., in the lower level of Lakewood Health  |*.”
Sytem’s main campus, 49725 Cty Rd 83, Sta- i
ples. Public invited. To attend via Zoom, 1]
call Bob Hamann at 218-894-3139.

Passing the gavel

The new president of the Staples Rotary Club Trev-
or Haasch, left, accepted the gavel from past president
Kurt Wilson at the annual “Passing on the Gavel” event
at The Vintage Golf Club on June 29. After a nice dinner,
the club celebrated the past year with comments and
individual member callouts from outgoing President, Kurt

CeLeBRATE REcovERY GRouP MEETINGS Sun-
days, 6 p.m., at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., Motley.

Staples Area Church Directory

Wilson.

Peter Nelson, incoming District Governor, rec-

ognized eight members as Paul Harris Fellows: Colleen

Frost, Lisa Kajer, Brenda Halvorson, Jim Hofer, Del Lecy,

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich

St. Michael Catholic Church
280 1st Ave S, Motley................. 218-631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
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office@verndaleflc.org

Pastor Amos Self .

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319 . 218-371-7189

. . . Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor Jonet Eckman SMA................ 218-837-3831 Mass: Sunday..... ..10:30a.m.  Medi
Dan Orth, Kurt Wilson and Tom Kajer. A Paul Harris Fel- Johnny Olson, Associate Pator ite227@yahoo.com 5:Uncay. Tehna nR;L';‘;'uEL neclions & Nedio Postor
low is awarded to members for each $1,000 donation Sy celan, Sunday WOrship.... B G Methodist Ry Wollden, YothPstor
. . . unaay >chool .. [00a.m.
to the Rotary International Foundation, which helps fund Weds, yAWANA ~.600pm Cushing gz;g:dslr\:e-éshgne, Motley....218-352-6466 3" rayer
local district, national and international humanitarian and Assembly of G Bethany Lutheran www_moﬂegyume, \'gorshi,;M Se:yi:e
i ' ited photo) | 7l4ordAve NE Sloples........ -094- 25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN Sunday Worship Service.............10:00 a.m. rayer Weeting
community projects. (Submitted photo) 914 3rd Ave. NE, 5‘°P|e$ 218-894-1081 0 unday Worship S WEDRESDAY
Pastor Roy Miles 320-749-2140 Monday AA meetin rerr8:00 p.m. '
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for all ugesr ........ www.bethanylutherancushing.org Oylen .
Morning Worship Sunday Worship. Oylen Alliance Hope Chapel Alliance
(e 0] Children's Church (Kids sto Communion . Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen 18126 County Road 7, Verndale

worship service)

of each mo

218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316 218-443-5643 or 218-472-3316

M Prayer Meefing i i Pastor Neal Malcore P“;"” dNEOVIVMn::pm 0.00
en u WEDNESDAY Lincoln Evangelical Free Sunday School unday Worshi :00 a.m.
o o Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade) ;?]54 323{2 ng;fseflzgzahmg, MN 56443 Sunday Worship WE[‘)’“‘E%i‘y"""' - -10:30 a.m.
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m. one: Z1- /- ESUR
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade) Flwwl.)llntI?ILqefrele.(Erg Pillager Family Night .....oooceeeeeeerrreeerne 5:30 p.m.
. . N (R After school to 5:30 p.m. ?f{e 00 |r‘|co n ! ree ) i Immanuel Lutheran Church
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Seventh Day Adventist

Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)

Church of the Nazarene

MASS: Saturday ....6:00 p.m

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples Worship and Sunday School ........9:00 a.m. 114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN St. Hubert Catholic Church
Pastor Joshua Jeresek 218-924-2028 Bl 218-631-1593
218-894-0033 Motley Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor Re‘llj J% Dunca

Saturday Worship..... Motley Free Methodist Sunday School

Sabbath School

Thomastown Covenan

1000 4th St., NE, Staples.......... 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Semvice...................9:00 a.m.

33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466.............ccocoo.coon.. 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley............... 218-352-6399

Father Greg Sauer 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org )
Mass: SatUTTaY......ceeevveereserscnsrees

Sunday Worship
WEDNESDAY PRAYER.....

4:00 p.m.

At Staples Alliance Church 15940 251st Ave., Staples......... 2]3 894-3923 Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor Trinity Lutheran Church
Join us for games, art, drama skills, music and mare. Sunday School.... -915am Sunday Worship.........9:00 and 10:30 a.m.  (LCMS)
Sunday Worshil 10:30am facebook liVe.....o.oorrrrorercrn 9a.m. 524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN Leaf River Township
WEDNESDAY NIGH 6:30pm.  WEDNESDAY Pastor Robin Fish The Old Country Church
Trinity Lutheran Sunday Worship.........ccccoueerrene 10:30a.m. | eqf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6

Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.
Wadena

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday School and Bible Closs...10:30 am. o7 "Ec o He b Sunday Worship.............c........10:30 a.m. 23th Htelin’sSWE?visdcop'm Church
| Staples United Methodist Sunday School and Bible Cluss.....823[] o vorndale 218-2%]0-292"; HUCEnty
310 5th St. NE, Staples Sunday Worship.......ccceeeeeeerreee 9:30 a.m. i .
Alliance.or Verndale Alliance Sunday Worship.......eoceocc. 10:00 a.m.
J Slzlb]lﬂ(gewol{\slg:luble for Sunda Worsh| ) 109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481 St. Ann’s Catholic Church
or call B [ glﬁf:ﬁ?&iﬂ?nny smfl 514 15t Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
218.894-2891 i on o,
Sunday Worship..........covvereeee 9:30 a.m. parishsecretary@ﬁlarysacc org
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45a.m...  jyass: Sunday (Iivestream)...4....4....4....4....10 am.
plf T
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o AT What Does It Mean to Be a Nation?
By Pastor Robert Drake, Faith Lutheran and Bethany Lutheran Churches
=g=2 = This month | started a sermon series titled “Our 250 Years.”  bloodlines are as diluted as mine.
At “III’“IEI‘II Paﬂlflﬂ All month we are exploring and celebrating our nation’s How about religion? There too, we are very different: Chris-
625 ﬁth st "E mmm 250th anniversary. Last week, the day after the Fourth of July,  tian, Jewish, Muslim, Native American spiritualism, or no reli-
| preached about “What Does It Mean to Be a Nation?” This  gion at all. And lest you think all Christians are the same, the
g E coming Sunday, | will preach about “What Does It MeantoBea  American colonists were very divided by denomination; Puri-
g i, N % u f' Christian Nation?” Anyone is welcome to drop by for worship  tans were the largest at about 20%, Presbyterians were 18%,
J o R (Faith Lutheran, 8:30 a.m. and Bethany Lutheran, 10:00 a.m.). Anglicans and Baptists were next at 15%, and don't forget the
P Wi B J_;[_a‘ . PN In preparation for the opening sermon, | did some research ~ Quakers at about 10%.
= e & :-,-.i_..;?é; 48 on the definitions of words like nation, country, and state. Did they get along? Not really. They not only separated
== IR = From a political science perspective, a “nation” is defined asa  over religious ideas, but they also separated their town gov-
m - group of people sharing a common identity, such aslanguage, ~ ernments based on religious majorities. It was hard to worship
—— S“NDAYS ancestry, religion, culture, etc. Whereas a “state” is defined as  freely as a Presbyterian in pre-Revolution Boston, where mem-
JULY 12 - 7PM z a group of people united under one form of government with  bership in a Puritan church was required to vote or hold office.
ﬂ 3 RIVER RATS BAND '=_'u] borders d.eﬁning.thejurisdictio.n of that government. So, whgt is that makes us, as Americans now and 250 years
= So, as it applies to our nation’s 250th anniversary, what  ago, a nation?
T JULY 19 - 7PM [ does it mean for us, as Americans, to be a nation? | believe that we are all united around the idea of a free so-
. HOLY ROCKA ROLLAZ & Do we have a common language? We do - mostly. Thisisa  ciety called the United States of America. And as it states in our
z ‘R;_‘F = problem with some immigrants today, but it has always been  Declaration of Independence, this idea of freedom is breathed
JULY 26 - #FM £ a problem with new immigrants to America. My best friend  into our human yearning by God: “We hold these truths to
.r!
KEVIN KLIMEK & = growing up, back in the early 80’s, had a very elderly German  be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
THE SIDELINERS - neighbor, who seemed so ancient to us! Her English was so  endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
L = bad that | could barely understand her. She even needed help  among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
AUG 2 - 7PM - filling out forms like her taxes, social security and voting. In other words, we are a nation because we value the ide-
ERIC NEZNIK AND Do we have a common ancestry? Nope! My grandparents  alistic goal of freedom for all to pursue life, liberty and happi-
m JASON FRANZEN & on my mom'’s side were 100% Norwegian, my grandma on  ness; and the source of that yearning for freedom comes from
- i my dad’s side was also 100% Norwegian, but my grandpawas  God.
1 AUG 9 - 7PM MOTLEY! [&2 mostly English and Scottish. I'm sure many of your own family
S MOTLEY YETERANS PARK E h r
r : RIREC B > THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:
- AUG 165 - ¥PM - Staples Veteri
UNCLE MUSKRAT To become a Ernie’s Food Market ap esé“:i:rmary Tower Pizza
1 s Church Directory Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more "Complete Animal Care" Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
:Gafrk . AUG 23 - 2PM supporter, Staples, MN 218-894-1072 Staples, MN 2188941775 Staples, MN 218-894-3299
I~ ——— RED LETTER BAND call 218-894-
s 1112, Central Building Staples World
® Supply Your community newspaper since 1890
© Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN 207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN
The Staples World e e
The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.
newspaper thanks you .
To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112.
fo r yo ur con t I' n ued su p p o) rt Ctoninue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworld.com.
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Dorothy Huebner

Dorothy May Huebner,
84, of Staples, went home to
be with her Lord and Savior

on June 26, 2026.
TRUTH

You can’t know the truth until you
know all of you

Years before the family dynamic was
unveiled, did | ever realize your pain?

I knew your heart, but
did | ever know you

Could | have ever

happiness that it brought.
But how would | have ever
known what went on in your mind?
| mean, | was completely blind.
If I even asked about your path.
Do they ever get that you were
just a loving son in my eyes?
ou were always there for me, but
maybe | was just too self- absorbed

Looking for
to be there for you.

[] [ ] ?
Coull(d you have been wearing a d g 1 ft 1 d ea °
innissorryl never did ask. ConSIder a let

The world revolved around me and

Staples Alliance Church.

dezm

Forever in my heart and soul.
Love and miss you,

Staples®, World

Mom
Mitchell Koppes | 2/27/84 - 7/12/08

man after retirement.

Stapesﬁ; (Jorld
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Visitation will be held
Friday, July 10, from 4 to 7
p.m. at the Brenny Funeral
Chapel in Staples. Funeral
services will be held Satur-
day, July 11, 11 a.m. at the

known your struggle? | Staples Alliance Church
? ; R .

Did ';;?“s:f;;';ﬁ real you? V4 with visitation prior at 10

| saw your smile and the r¥ a.m.

Burial at Evergreen
Hill CemeteryStaples will
immediately follow the ser-
vice; lunch will be served at

Dorothy and her twin
brother were born Febru-
ary 22,1942 to Curtis and
Polly Yeager in Cullman,
AL

| was too selfish to see. SUbSCI’i tion She married Curtis
Ohnly in myhla:edr )fl‘earj realizing S l & ld Hirschey in April, 1965 and
ow much It defined me. his union three won-
I knew th that you loved. taples Wor to t :
oo e st el P derful children were borh:
I{irgmthlfre et newspaper. Julie, Barry and Kyle. She
idn’t know your pain and angs . . later married Larry Hueb-
heart. * -
Mayom | waa oo afaid to Gift cards available. ner in August, 1992 and they
You will always be an ember in my 207 4th St. NE cherished nearly 34 years
heart that burns eternal. Staples, MN of marriage together trav-

eling, being grandparents,
serving others and one
another, and spending win-
ters at their home in Cull-

Dorothy was a devoted
wife, mother, grandma and
great-grandma, but the
most important thing about
Dorothy was her living
faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. She lived a life of
steadfast trust and hope in
all seasons, praying always

,'_"-\._L-\.A.-'f.(ﬂ_ - ‘r-"‘k-"'—rf
S GUNS, =€ “Eﬂmﬂu[g—-
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The following personal property will be sold at public auction, Incnta:l at the

Motley Falrgrounds, Motley, MN 56466. Indoors in case of rain. Watch for signs on:

Saturday, July 18, 2026

SALE TIME: 10:00 A_M.
LUNCH OMN GROUNDS
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Motley Resident

. DOOF PR Pl
Ariirghs Bonies =
Eol Harviars's Mo $-154

s, HAMIFS Al o

W
2 R0 G
TR Bl B T

. Basimen e AR Ui s, F w0
My lisssos andd pilofers
o @ITPeTanE Lrands of Deor

too nl.lmlr:lll- I-:I- mmntion
i S

Conizalr iraps, snares, irap bags, msny!
Pall sireicher Leg seis, many!
Firat bow wipulley. w- - AR
Mavias tprws

1% M. Miefin o
Torws Hear

Pul o Bish enp oharm
v sled, gl Behined
Many rods and rests
Cost ren Deering im,
Tors anow Blower, 217, 7Z1E
2 nimge 1 ph. anow blower AT Delos pack
Haw in box, mig. &3 Fluzcars wi Ire feod woldsr
[
i-Bottem 18 publ rops bresking plow
Fibsrglsns axt. stop Inddoer, Rhing 376
Smokey Mountnin meries slectric smoker
PerFonmax planaer, 1215
12-1/3" Dwlts planer, noew blades
A jainner
i ———
Ml s @l tistis
1% W B° b 13 ke, bl
Dok sl phree ool spooece, 17 & 2
1= WFbk = 1A= vebibe gl 2 Gabok = 10 i,

Ammort, Nshing shufl

Clam fisl house

Trodling maolor
plomant seat

Cmr cmrviss
Cas chsbne
Aluminism romps

] i
- 1 Croasman ARnor T ammo

Ceeaid Sl approximebely o
Crires SEERred i1 8 Seoure place teekl .r.r.up of sake.
Randall Resident (Terry Schwanke ., Cwner)
Fisiirng continmwed o side 2.

Pl aidl v

bargs 8 . eovared
B heusaRold leme

Tran tina Auction Service ARy Frvras | MeTTUR SC7s FoLTiEoL e Bl

e L T

Ry B e, LG i It

B hap Yamahe, Bont mavw anod grindar, PO l-l J" -‘ll Id-“ llllll R

- Eea,
R e L]

B anunlnm gar it
SERAFI HOIARE A TICIM, 4737 Mo

| Bacand mrd Third. |
CDARK HOUSE FIRALE, 31 FOS000

Eowrs Rorabre mhggeseel seevol oy ees e e

i ar other Kok prints Boma Fad Wing Eama

Pl miterec CEY THE COURNTRY STOME, 3075000 Bowlns
Lea Kouta peint i :
BRI ey ——— HLIMGE A FILA R PR TRDGE, 420000 Resident
14" Duck oot and padolos,
e RS S bt e g e L SRS et collseton, Lousiana

- i
35 e sl i hoator |-1.n-u
Fradoumclingg v,
P aclingg mupgslisn

Ciovmpunc b,
Aures ey acgul s

c.uu_.
D.lq.mr @b, duck boat
FAIECE LA ECHAR
5 lifer wemmies Chled trompr Bagms
18 A Hulls 1009060 los S, one hand, sne aes

Flasrms. Hulbs 1 OO0/ xE0 Tirs atand ladcar
ik, 120 % 420 SRy Cas

B w8 wallar, Romarmadcds

TRAPPIMNG
Trapirng Supplies. Dars and 1ote
Trags torolm sl ookt

T8 - 1FSE0A
Earthepuankes aRippen gam, 20 e 0 - Y L5 [

Plantbamry bovmtar 14~ W1 Jumi

I--il'lt

Lo, dog orete Lmcichmr jmcicm  AE Hmater Sunflowsr A - #1110 Conibenr an stabillze

Chmd Tarvi, oat, Riaroury DuUSKS Tropgsirg mupEHiesn, wWooehon Box,

St <l met, 0o Batt. 12 Biuabill docoyn - rg aloves

Bbwwlf e sk Fike ties 12 Jo6 Doal sfoanns B - BE0 Coniseanrs

Bad frame (f A grans matts B Butt decoys 40 DLS o a4 DL

Cihaaie tavtale T Toeal claooys 2w SB, W3 LS “ W Ca

w MR v A Mallare nloopaor gy R Y= 11 - W11 L

o miomrcd mat o Stapam, o ECOy bage and e B Ao W LS A - W1 =142 LS
N " N - Db B3l prursby gresle Eirmrem, Eroge porin o ——

=1 {28 L | L) il

Mo atande 12 Aingneck duck doecoys, ke raw A0 Fur stretohems, skt

12 Pos fur stretchars
1% Mink fur strostohsrs
B0+ tring wlabaos (robark

Dhasr wt
a 8 Canvasixaok decoys, ke e
24 Diuobill docoyn, ke mnoew
T s T
24 Mallord docoyn

Tirewp iy

w29x-30c Wl "Nasnnsang=anr

Col. Walter Tramtinag, Lic. 277-51 = Browerville, M 56438 = Z2TR-820-101%%

mrvma s e el saewscvn sl e sl s Lhn s e

that others would come to
know Him and live for Him.
Her faith is now sight as she
is home, healed and forever
alive with the living God.

She is survived by her
loving husband, Larry
A. Huebner; one daugh-
ter, Julie (Don) Becker
of Lincoln NE; two sons,
Barry (Sharon) Hirschey
of Staples; Kyle Hirschey
of Breckenridge; two step
children, Darren Hueb-
ner of Madison, WI and
Cheryl (Wade) Marte of
Staples; 11 grandchildren,
seven step-grandchildren;
three great-grandchildren;
two brothers, twin brother
Kenneth (Beverly) Yeager
of Cullman and Winham
(Cindy) Yeager of Newnan,
GA; three nieces and one
nephew.

She is preceded in death
by her parents, Curtis
Yeager and Pauline (Polly)
Yeager.

w29p A00006B2026JY08

Eugene
Meyer

Eugene “Gene” Meyer,
82, of Staples passed away
June 30, 2026.

A Celebration of Life
gathering will be held
Sunday, August 9, from
noon to 5 p.m. at Pine Grove
Park, Staples.

Arrangements are
through the Creamation
Society of Minnesota.

w29p A00006B2026JY08

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

32 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

DISABLED?

‘We've Helped Thousands
Get Benefits

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

320-257-0231
www.GetFields.com

SR
GENERATOR

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

= FIELDS
LAW FIRM

GENERAC
| — e TS

Installation & Maintenance

651-643-6699

SareBasements
CALLFORA
FREE QUOTE

Anyone can say they can fix it,
only we guarantee it...for life!
* Basement Waterproofing
e Foundation Repair
e Crawl| Space Repair

STRUCTURE
WARRANTY

* (ertain terms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.

Schedule your
free inspection:

(844) 839-1112

Contractor IDBC807773

o

Staples World
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Obituaries

Orville Meyer

Orville “Orv” Christo-
pher Meyer, 89, of Staples
passed away June 28, 2026
at the Lakewood Health
System Hospital in Staples
surrounded by family.

A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held Satur-
day, July 11, at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Staples
at 11:00 a.m. Visitation will
will be held Friday, July 10,
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
at the church with a prayer
service starting at 6:30 p.m.
Visitation will continue one
hour before Mass on Satur-
day at the church.

Burial will immediately
follow the service on Satur-
day at the Evergreen Hill
Cemetery in Staples.

Orville was born on the
family farm in Meire Grove
on September 22, 1936 to Joe
and Pauline (Welle) Meyer,
the third of six children.

He graduated in 1954
from Melrose High School,
worked on the family farm
while pursuing a career as
a Minnesota DNR Game
Warden, a job he loved for
30 years. In 1961 he was first
stationed as a field officer in
Staples and later in Brain-
erd and the Twin Cities as a
Regional Supervisor.

On September 30, 1961,
Orville married Marjorie
Kraemer. They first met on
the farm when his sister,
Janice, invited Marge to
help bale hay. Together, they
raised five children in Sta-
ples, Karen, Dan, Cindy, Joe
and Amy.

In addition to his career
with the DNR, Orville spent
his time as a volunteer Sta-
ples firefighter, a trustee of
Sacred Heart Church and
a member of the Staples
Lion’s Club. After retire-

ment from the DNR, he was
elected as Wadena County
Commissioner, where he
served for 16 years.

He is survived by his
wife, Marge; three daugh-
ters, Karen (Tim) Rose, Cyn-
thia (Mike) Miller and Amy
(Bryan) Winkels; two sons,
Daniel (Sue) Meyer and
Joseph (Michele) Meyer; 11
grandchildren and six and
one/half great-grandchil-
dren; two sisters, Janice
Eiden and Marie Meyer and
many nieces, nephews and
friends.

Orville was preceded
in death by his parents;
one sister, Delores Macey;
one brother, Vern Meyer;
an infant sister, Viola and
one grandson, Christopher
Miller.

Orville “Orv” was an avid
lover, protector and teacher
of all things outdoors. He
will be deeply missed as a
husband, father, brother,
uncle, grandpa, “Opa” and
friend to many. “Auf Wie-
dersehen and Prost.”

Arrangements are with
the Iten Funeral home of
Browerville, www.itenfu-
neralhome.com

w29¢ A00006B2026JY08

Nadine Bittner

Nadine Arlene Bittner,
78, of Verndale, passed
away June 25, 2026, in her
home.

She was born October 24,
1947 to Richard and Lillian
Rollins. Nadine was aloving
wife, mother, grandmother,
sister and friend whose
greatest joy in life was her
family. She graduated from
Motley High School in 1965.
On November 5, 1969, she
married the love of her life,
Norman Bittner.

Throughout her life,
Nadine worked various jobs,
but the thing she treasured
most was being with family.
She had a special gift for
making everyone feel loved
and important. Whether
she was sharing a unique
treasure, surprising some-
one with a thoughtful gift,
showing off something new
and interesting she had dis-
covered, she always found
ways to bring smiles to
those around her.

Nadine enjoyed spend-
ing her days watching
rodeos, BattleBots and
never missed an opportu-
nity to keep in touch with
her family. No matter the
hour, a phone call from
Nadine often meant hear-
ing the latest family news,
a funny story or simply a
reminder that she was
thinking of you.

She is survived by four
sons, Vern (Marie) Bit-
tner, Donnie (Resa) Bit-
tner, Clint (Patty) Bittner
and Jim Snider; three sis-
ters, Joyce Rollins, Bessy
Mueller and Yvonne Joy;
one brother, Jim Rollins;
10 beloved grandchildren,
Patrick (Ashley) Bittner
and family, Christopher
Bittner (Rosalee Bowstring)
and family, Dalton Beach
Bittner (Carly Drake) and

family, Dylan Beach Bit-
tner (Alyssa McQuiston)
and family, Skylar Bittner
(Conner Kasper) and family,
Libby Bittner, Dusty Bit-
tner, Jordan Bittner, Eddie
Stout and Sarah Stout;
many great-grandchildren,
extended family members,
and friends who will miss
her dearly.

Nadine was preceded in
death by her loving hus-
band, Norman Bittner; one
daughter, Stacy Snider; one
brother, Rich Rollins; one
sister, Pat Stokely and her
parents.

Those who knew Nadine
will remember her for her
loving heart, generous
spirit and unwavering
devotion to her family. Her
home, her phone calls, her
laughter and her thought-
ful surprises created mem-
ories that will be treasured
for generations. While her
presence will be deeply
missed, the love she shared
and the legacy she leaves
behind will continue to live
on in the hearts of all who
knew her.

“Forever loved, forever
remembered and forever
missed.” “A grandmother’s
love is a gift that remains in
our hearts forever.”

w29c A00006B2026JY08

Irene Kastanek

Irene M. (Hosner) Kas-
tanek was called to Heaven
on July 1, 2026, to be
reunited with her beloved
husband, Bobbie and
rejoice with family and
friends.

Her favorite pastimes
were crocheting, gardening
and watching the Indy 500.
Most of all, she loved spend-
ing time with her family.

Irene is survived by
one daughter, Debbie; one
daughter-in-law, Shelly; one
son-in-law, Pat; one sister-
in-law, Ramona and cher-

ished grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in
death by her husband; one
daughter, Shirley; one son,
Marvin; one brother, Archie
and parents, Earl and Mary-
Ann Hosner.

“A special thank you to
the Lakewood Care Center
staff, Staples for such won-
derful care of our Mother.”

Arrangements have been
entrusted to the Brenny
Family Funeral Chapel, Sta-
ples.

w29c A00006B2026JY08



P

»OPOrts I

Staples World

Colt League
teams #2
and #3

With three teams in
the traveling Colt League
for third and fourth graders,
Staples-Motley teams 2
and 3 played against each
other at Converse Park in
Motley in June. (Staples
World photos by Mark An-
derson)
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Mustang league summer
recreation

The Mustang League summer recreation baseball
teams played at Dower Lake fields in Staples. Students
in grades K-2 learned the basics of game play with live
pitching. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)
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Place your (lassified Ad

for only :S()as/wk.

Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

Staples &, World

and online at www.staplesworld.com

SERVICES &
EMPLOYMENT

205
Help Wanted

Enjoy working in a
community atmosphere
with variety? Consider
the Staples World, your
locally owned, communi-
ty newspaper. Reception-
ist/ front office, 10 a.m.-2

Mailing address for checks:

[
Vish

D\SC.VER =
Nows

Staples World
P.O. Box 100

Staples, MN 56479

Payment must accompany the order.

Use form below or click on wwwistaplesworld.com

Deadline: Friday a

t Noon

p-m., Mon.-Thurs. Submit
resumé to Staples World,
PO Box 100, Staples, MN
56479 or email editor@sta-
plesworld.com.

208
Storage

FOR RENT
Japke’s North 8th Street

Mini Storage
218-884-9356
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

SPLTP

209

Business

Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE
SERVICE, SINCE 1978:
General, lot clearing,
storm damage clean-up,
stump grinding, brushing,
55 ft. bucket truck. 218-894-
2871, Staples. 20tfc

WANTED TO
Buy

501

Miscellaneous
JUNK CARS &
TRUCKS. 218-639-5509.
28-29¢

Wednesday, July 8, 2026

GARAGE SALES

cl29c

Veterans Park

STORE

701
P

Downtown Longbellas store,
across from Tower Pizza

Every Thursday, 1-4pm

Antiques, collectibles, jewelery, artwork,
fishing, hunting, tools, furniture, books,
housewares, kitchenware, linens, clothing,
footwear, books, small appliances, DV Ds,

VHS, vinyl records and more.

If you wish to donate, call Penny at 218-820-1219

Thank you to

Chad & Jody Longbella and Lani Longbella-Roberts

REAL ESTATE

’@\)‘(\" 5‘\'\t T\ Q\v\“\‘

602 Apartments for Rent

Il.zr:f‘ M CAN
4

Eh EAEEr Minnesota Glassified Advertising Network ‘-
MEWSPAPER e Cla:
ASSOCTATION

WANTED TO BUY SERVICES | MISCELLANEOUS |

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

DOGS FOR SALE

AKC WEIMARANER PUPPIES
4 males, 11 weeks old. 1st & 2nd shots,
wormer, microchipped. Good hunt-
ing & family dogs. Call 320/288-9129

Your ad here!
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of

1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

REPAIRING OR
REPLACING APPLIANCES
and home systems like heating
and cooling can be costly. A home
warranty plan can help. Start saving and
get 30% off any plan today. Workman-
ship Guarantee included. Terms apply.
Call Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

END YOUR TAX WORRIES TODAY
Let us make your tax problem our
priority. Scared, stuck with high tax
amounts? Our A+ tax professionals
can help. Call for a FREE consultation.
Call Priority Tax now 855/634-3517

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime ~ warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, 1is

concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

T I

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES [

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031

LRSSIFIEDS
OPEN FOR BUSINESS
7 DAYS A WEEK!

Under new ownership

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.

Now professionally

managed by

% BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC
Income guidelines apply.

607

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For fhe
Siaples World

Houses for Sale

CALL

218-
MIKE IVES REALTY

'@r www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

Prairie View Neighhorhood

2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES
« TWO STALL GARAGES

* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

MICHELLE
326-6098

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERUCEAIREGTOR

[—GIZA—J
EST 1934
PLUMBING & HEATING

« PLUMBING

« HEATING

« AIR CONDITIONING

« GEOTHERMAL

« NEW CONSTRUCTION

« REMODEL

« SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

GO

Ultimate Septic Service LLC
David Odden - Owner/Operator
Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic
pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-515-2222

Septic System Installation
«Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

ST R

2185752222

TION,

o

Excaveating
inc.

Phil Bjerga
- 218-639-5007
= Licensed / Bonded / Insured
Septics * Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements * Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

218-631-3101 888-878-5578

PHB £VL /7=t

D=

SW 2024 changed wk #3

Al

@80 CONSTRUCTION Lic
Asphalt Paving * Excavating *Driveways

Roads ¢ Parking Lots * Site Prep * Gravel *Rock

Black Dirt ¢ Fill * Peat * Ponds * Demolition * Hauling

Landscaping * Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!

Staples, MN 56479

Ct
218-894-3105 5“:,‘551

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

p—

+FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
+COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Site Prep ¢ Basements ¢ Waterlines e Driveways ¢ Landscaping ® Black |~ - '
Dirt « Gravel » Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits o Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading * Ditch Cleaning ¢ Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential - ;-

Andy Statema ¢320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347

L | K

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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CASS COUNTY
PUBLIC ACCURACY A NESTP
TEST AND BALLOT ORDINANCE
COUNTING
LOCATIONS This is a summary of
AUGUST 11,2026, amendment to Ordinance
STATE PRIMARY No. 213, Regulations for
ELECTION Licensed Hemp Busi-

Notice is hereby given
that a public test of opti-
cal scan ballot tabulating
and assistive voting equip-
ment will be conducted
on Monday, July 20, 2026.
Public testing of Election
Systems and Software
DS200 precinct tabulator,
DS450 central tabulator,
and OmniBallot assistive
voting device will begin at
1:30 p.m. at the Cass County
Courthouse, Second Floor
Election Room, 303 Minne-
sota Avenue West, Walker,
Minnesota. This equip-
ment will be used for the
State Primary on August
11, 2026.

Ballots will be counted
using DS200 and DS450 tab-
ulators after the polls close
at 8:00 p.m. on August 11,
2026, at multiple locations.
Ballots cast at the polling
places on election day will
be counted using DS200 tab-
ulators. Accepted absentee
and mail ballots will be
counted using a DS450 tab-
ulator at the Cass County
Courthouse, Walker, Min-
nesota.

The public accuracy test
will be conducted in accor-
dance with Minnesota Stat-
utes 206.83 and is open to
the public.

Betsy Woodford, Specialist
Cass County
Administration
29pnc
MOOSE LAKE
TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF
CANDIDATE FILING
DATES

The following Moose
Lake Township offices will
be voted for at the state
General Election to be held
Tuesday, November 3, 2026.
Candidates may begin
filing for these offices on
Tuesday, July 14, 2026 and
continue until Tuesday,
July 28, 2026. The office of
the clerk will be open from
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. on July 28,
2026, for candidates to file.

Candidates must file
at the Office of the Moose
Lake Township Clerk, 5335
51st Ave SW, Pine River,
MN 56474. Candidates
must complete an affida-
vit of candidacy and pay a
$2.00 filing fee at the time
of filing.

Candidates who will
be absent from the state
during the filing period
may arrange to file in
person with the Clerk
within seven days prior to
departure by giving a writ-
ten affidavit of reasons for
absence and completing all
other filing requirements.

Filings will be
accepted during the
filing period for the
following offices to be
elected on November 3,
2026:

Township Clerk, (four
(4) year regular term)

Township Supervisor
Seat 1, (four (4) year reg-
ular term).

Karen Roubal, Clerk
Moose Lake Township
28-29pnc

Now

' Online

nesses.

The amendment revised
provisions relating to
licensing timelines and
fees. Specifically, it clar-
ifies the timing and due
dates for annual license
renewals and provides that
the initial registration fee
includes the first annual
renewal period.

Ordinance No. 214
becomes effective follow-
ing its passage and publi-
cation on June 8, 2026. A
full text of the ordinance
is available for review and
inspection at the Motley
City offices during regular
business hours.

Tami Brotherton,
City Clerk
City of Motley
29pnc

NOTICE
TODD COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
ACCURACY TESTING

The public is welcome
to observe the Public Accu-
racy Testing of the Omni-
Ballot and DS200 Vote
Tabulator Machines for the
upcoming State Primary
Election.

Testing will be held on
July 21, 2026 beginning
at 1:30 p.m. located in the
Main Street Government
Center at 347 Central
Avenue, Long Prairie, MN.

Contact 320-732-4414
with any questions.

Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
29pnc

NOTICE OF
ELECTION
OF UNITED HOSPITAL
DISTRICT BOARD
MEMBERS

Notice is hereby given
that the Regular Election
of the United Hospital Dis-
trict, Staples, Minnesota,
will be held on Tuesday,
November 3, 2026, to elect
members to serve on the
District Board of Direc-
tors.

Any person desiring to
be a candidate for member
of the District Board
shall file with the clerk of
the city or the township
in which they reside, an
application to be placed on
the ballot as a candidate
for election as a member
representing such city or
township that is included
in the Hospital District.
Filing opens Tuesday, July
14, 2026 and closes Tuesday;
July 28, 2026.

Members will be elected
as follows: The election of
one member of District
Board for a term expiring
December 31, 2030, repre-
senting and from each of
the following cities and
townships:

City of Staples

Moran Township

Motley Township

Becker Township

Byron Township

Thomastown Township

By Order of the District
Board of Directors
United Hospital District
Staples, Minnesota

Lana Hansen
District Clerk
28-29pnc
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Lakewood Health System recognized
by Minnesota Hospital Association

The Minnesota Hospital
Association (MHA) recog-
nized 60 hospital and health
system teams and individ-
uals from across the state
recently for their work to
strengthen patient care,
communicate with patients
and their communities, and
support Minnesota’s health
care workforce. The awards
were presented during
MHA'’s 2026 Spring Innova-
tion Forum.

“Across Minnesota, hos-
pitals and health systems
are finding innovative ways
to improve care, strengthen
the workforce and better
serve their communities,”
said MHA President and
CEO Dr. Rahul Koranne.

“At a time when hospi-
tals and health systems
are navigating significant
uncertainty, these awards
highlight the dedication,
creativity and collabora-
tion happening every day in
health care organizations
across our state.”

Lakewood Health
System, Staples and two
Lakewood staff were hon-
ored with three awards:

* 2026 Excellence in
Addressing Social Influenc-
ers of Health Award for The
Nest, a community well-
ness and fitness center pow-
ered by Lakewood Health
System in partnership with
the Staples-Motley School
District.

- This award recognizes
organizations that develop
innovative solutions to

address factors that influ-
ence health beyond tra-

ditional medical care. For
rural communities facing
challenges such as aging

populations, limited recre-

ational infrastructure, and
economic barriers, The
Nest serves as an example
of how partnerships can

create lasting improve-

ments in community health.
* 2026 Delivering the
Message Award presented
to Lisa Bjerga, Lakewood
president and CEO.

- This award is pre-
sented by the MHA to indi-

viduals who demonstrate

Firefighers

Communicator Excellence
award

Dana Cantleberry, social media and community
outreach specialist (center) accepts the Communicator
Excellence Award from Lisa Bjerga, president and CEO
(left), and Loren Walz, provider pipeline program manag-
er (right).

Accepts the Delivering the Message Award

Accepting the Delivering the Mes-
sage Award is Lisa Bjerga, president
and CEO (center) of Lakewood Health
System, Staples, with, from left: Sarah
Baumgartner, VP of nursing; Kelly Hotch-

kiss, director of clinic nursing; Angie
Paavola, system manager of quality, risk
and regulatory services; and Loren Walz,
provider pipeline program manager. (Sub-
mitted photo)

exceptional leadership
and advocacy on behalf of
healthcare organizations
and the communities they
serve.

* 2026 Communicator
Excellence Award pre-
sented to Dana Cantleberry,
Lakewood’s social media
and community outreach
specialist.

- This award recognizes
outstanding communica-
tions, marketing and public
relations professionals who
excel at storytelling, com-
munity engagement and
amplifying the mission of
their organizations.

innesota
L

Accepti
the award

Lisa Bjerga, pres-
ident and CEO at Lake-
wood Health System,
Staples, accepts the
Excellence in Address-
ing Social Influencers of
Health Award. (Submitted
photo)

CLC launches new
scholarships for
machining and

robotics

Central Lakes College
is making it easier for stu-
dents to step into high-de-
mand careers with new
scholarship opportunities
in Machine Tool Technology
and Robotics.

Students who are new to
either program are eligible
for up to $2,500 to support
their education and train-
ing. The scholarship pro-
vides $1,250 for Fall 2026,
with the opportunity to
receive an additional $1,250
in Spring 2027.

Staples firefighters rush to get equipment into position while fighting the shed
fire south of Staples. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

County union endorses Savaloja for sheritf

The Executive Board of Local #433
(Wadena County Sheriff Deputies)
announced their official endorse-
ment of Bryan Savaloja for Sheriff of
Wadena County.

“After a thorough review of all the
candidates’ platforms, budget expe-

rience, supervisory/leadership expe-
rience, grant writing experience and
dedication to labor, it is clear that
Bryan Savaloja is the strongest choice
to lead the Wadena County Sheriff’s
Office,” a press release stated.

They described Savaloja as “A

The scholarships are
available to the first 12 eli-
gible students registered in
each program.

Funded through the CLC
Foundation, the initiative is
supported in part through
a $15,000 Xcel Energy Con-
servation and Optimization
(ECO) Workforce Develop-
ment & Education Scholar-
ship grant, reflecting strong
community and industry
investment in the region’s
workforce. Additional
funding support has been
provided by 3M, as well as
scholarship funds endowed
with the Foundation in sup-
port of the Machine Tool
and Robotics programs.

“These scholarships are
about removing barriers
and opening doors,” said
Jon Aga, CLC Foundation
Director. “We know there is
strong demand for skilled
workers in manufacturing
and automation, and this
support helps students take
that first step with confi-
dence.”

Machine Tool Technol-
ogy and Robotics are both
rapidly growing fields, offer-
ing hands-on training and
pathways to stable, well-pay-
ing careers in Minnesota
and beyond. Students are
encouraged to apply early,
as space is limited.

To learn more or secure a
spot, visit www.clcmn.edu/
admissions/paying-for-col-
lege/.

leader who respects the workforce and
protects our neighborhoods is import-
ant. Bryan Savaloja has demonstrated
integrity, experience and vision
required for this vital role.”
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An estimated 300 people attended the Fourth of

July program at Veterans Park in Staples. Pictured above,

a number of veterans posed for a photo following the

program. They included Jerry Cleveland, Roddy Sams,

Ronald Nichols, Douglas Fahnlander, Lee Jenkins, Jim
Vollegraaf, Jack Giza, Duane Jensen, Tom Cross, Mike

Blessing, Joe Radermacher, Kevin Hunt, Bruce Nelsen,
Ken Klose, David Johnson, Cecil Johnson, Bob Hamann,
Bruce Knosalla, Josh Ulring, Teresa Sorenson, Milt Pe-

terson, Wayne Berry, Greg Frisk, Larry Knosalla, Rick

Anderson, Derrick Knosalla, Earl Allee, Paul J. Kern, Dar-

MMFCU continued from page 1a
Employees, customers to transition to MMFCU

customers. “We understand
that banking relationships
are built on trust,” said Bob

Gerads, President/CEO.

“Our goal is to make this

transition as easy as possi-
ble while continuing to pro-

vide the personal service
customers expect.”

Customers of the Clar-

issa branch will receive
additional communication
outlining the transition
details, including account
information and any steps
that may be required. Both
organizations are working
closely together to ensure

clear and consistent com-

munication throughout the
process.
Mid Minnesota Federal

Credit Union also looks for-

ward to welcoming branch

= Cardiology

WV

A\

\

A

®

Essentia Health

employees as part of the
transition. “The team at
this location brings strong
relationships and deep
knowledge of the com-
munity,” said Bob Gerads.
“We’re committed to sup-
porting them through this
transition and working
together to continue deliv-
ering a great experience for
customers.”

Mid Minnesota Federal
Credit Union noted that
the transition supports its
long-term strategy of serv-
ing local communities with
accessible, relationship-fo-
cused financial services.

Following the comple-
tion of the transaction, Mid
Minnesota Federal Credit
Union will continue to
operate the branch location,

Hundreds attend Fourth of July proram in Staples

rell Monson, Paul Ridge, Michael P. Heier, Mark Holper,

Jay Jares, Brian Pogreba,

Kimball, Roger Randgaard, Greg Kessler, Roger Dono-
van, Dan Shaw, Richard Lange, Chad Converse, Loren
Morey, Jerry Berg, Michael Sanoski, Jim Rutten. Back
row, members of the Motley American Legion Post #124.
Above right, Rosie Blessing of Staples waved an Amer-
ican flag. In lower photo, Frank Odell of Staples spoke
at the program. (Submitted photos by Joanne Gilligan)
More photos from the July Fourth celebration will be in

next week’s paper.

integrating it into its net-
work while maintaining a
strong focus on customer
service and community
engagement.

“As an organization
already serving this com-
munity, we’re proud to
deepen those relationships
and see this as a natural fit,”
said Bob Gerads.

McQueen Financial
Advisors provided financial
advisory services to Mid
Minnesota Federal Credit
Union and Tim Oppelt,
Partner at SW&M served
as Mid Minnesota’s Federal
Credit Union’s legal coun-
sel. Hovde Group served as
financial advisor to Unity
Bank and Honigman LLP
served as legal counsel to
Unity Bank.
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Right here, for you.

No matter where life takes you, the care team in Staples is by your side.
We're committed to listening, caring, and delivering the kind of
personalized health care you deserve — every step of the way.

PRIMARY CARE FOR ALL AGES:

= Prenatal and Postpartum Visits
= Women's Health Visits
= Well Child & Teen Visits

SPECIALTY SERVICES:
= Orthopedics

Call 218-894-7870 or schedule online at EssentiaHealth.org/Schedule

St. Joseph’s-Staples Clinic
Monday-Friday: 8 am-4:30 pm
Urgent Care Monday-Friday: 8 am-6 pm

= Adult Preventative Visits
= Welcome to Medicare Visits
= Medicare Annual Wellness Visits

= Urology

= and more
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Chuck Holst, Al Dolezal, Ron

New train
depot
platform

A new croncrete plat-
form is being poured at the

Staples, MN

Staples Depot, to make it
easier for Amtrak passen-
gers to load and unload.
(Staples World photo by
Mark Anderson)
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SMBP an-u day Volunts

Many of the volunteers that worked
on the May 29 City Wide Cleanup day for
Staples-Motley Beyond Poverty, clean-
ing up outdoor spaces for residents in
Staples. The crew went to eight homes,
including one who hauled their own re-
fuse after it was loaded and one who paid
for their own load. Sixteen volunteers
loaded and hauled the items to the city
wide cleanup site. A total of seven trailers
took away the garbage, mattresses, furni-
ture, tires and appliances. In total, there
was over 3,000 pounds of garbage, 13

i

mattresses, many tires, scrap metal, and
more.

Volunteers in the picture are: back
row, Gail Honek, North Wiebesick, Joe
Knosalla, Bob Schafer, Stewart Wiebe-
sick, Jim Hanson, Bill Evans; middle row,
Penny Olsen, Megan Lindgren, Pam Ev-
ans, Sherry Frisk, sitting: Bobbe Braford;
kneeling: Kerry Lindgren. Volunteers not
pictured: Tom Honek, Wayne Berry, Roy
and Kathy Miles, Norman Drone, Les
Killian, Steve Sing and Chad Longbella.
(Submitted photo)



