Inside this issue:

Wednesday, October 29, 2025

Fatal ATV crash
Motley in Motion meetings
State, section action in all sports
Cardinal Showcase - PLCs

o T‘;iﬁ:i‘- '
-

ISD #2170 facilities
open house Oct. 30

Staples-Motley School
District, ISD #2170 invites
the public to a Facilities
Open House on Thursday,
October 30 at 6:00 p.m. at
Staples-Motley Middle/
High School (use the main
entrance).

Tour the school build-

ings, hear from staff and

learn about how the dis-

trict is working to optimize
learning spaces for students.
School board members will
be in attendance and all are
welcome to attend.

Football stadium
packs in 2,000 fans

At the Oct. 20 Staples-Mot-
ley School Board meeting,
Activities Director Paige
Ahrendt said the school
sold 1,700 tickets to the foot-
ball game against Pillager
on Oct. 10, with both teams
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2025
This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

Oct.29 49 32 P Cloudy
Oct.30 50 34 P. Cloudy
Oct.31 42 33 Cloudy

Nov.1 43 36 M. Cloudy
Nov.2 46 35 Cloudy

Nov.3 47 32 M. Sunny
Nov.4 48 31 P Cloudy

Last Year, 2024
High Low Cond.

Oct.29 59° 51 Cloudy
Oct.30 49 43 Cloudy
Oct.31 36 35 Cloudy
Nov.1 40 25 M. Cloudy
Nov.2 50 34 M. Cloudy
Nov.3 46 44 Cloudy
Nov.4 48 46 Cloudy

Average Temps:
H=47°Low = 31°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO'’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher

coming in undefeated.

The school put up extra
bleachers on the far side of
the field and Ahrendt said

they brought in extra work-

ers for consession stands

and other stadium needs.
Adding students and volun-

teers, she estimated more
than 2,000 people were in
the stadium and that doesn’t
count the many cars parked
around the outside where
people sometimes watch
games from.

Ahrendt commended the

school’s staff and volun-

teers for handling such a
large crowd.
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Hope you enjoyed these 4th Street autumn leaves... because

next year many of these trees will be gone. Todd County has plans to reconstruct this road, and the city of Staples
is partnering with them on the 2026 project, due to water and sewer infrastructure showing signs of failure. Many
trees along the boulevard will be cut down during the process. Residents who lose a tree will have the opportunity

to have a replacement tree planted elsewhere on their property. (Photo by Dawn Timbs)

Many, but not all, of the trees
along 4th St. NE will be cut down

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Fourth Street Northeast
in Staples most likely won’t
be a destination for look-
ing at colorful fall leaves
in 2026, but there will be a
new, improved road to pho-
tograph.

According to city offi-
cials, at least half of the
boulevard trees along 4th
Street NE, from 3rd Ave.
to Warner Rd., will be cut
down, due to reconstruc-
tion plans that are in place.

“The street is a county
road,” Public Works Direc-
tor Scott Grabe said recently,
going on to say that Todd
County has plans to recon-
struct 4th St. Because of
that, and the fact that its
water and sewer infrastruc-
ture is showing signs of
failure, the City of Staples
is partnering with Todd
County and replacing its
underground infrastruc-
ture - water, sanitary and
storm sewer.

“We also know that there
are galvanized water ser-
vice lines that have given
some customers some prob-

lems,” Grabe said, adding
that every part of those ser-
vice lines that is within the
city’s right-of-way (ROW)
will be replaced.

It’s essentially a two
phase project, Grabe said,
noting the underground
utilities and the road work.
Todd County is paying
for the road work, which
amounts to approximately
40 percent of the project.
The project is scheduled for
spring/summer of 2026, but
the city is still waiting to
hear from the state regard-
ing funding.

When news of the proj-
ect was first reported by
Staples World Managing
Editor Mark Anderson last
May, several readers were
alarmed, including Ken
Klose and Tom Crawford,
both of Staples. Anderson’s
article, reporting on the
May 13 city council meet-
ing, had said that all of the
boulevard trees would have
to be taken out during the
rebuilding of 4th Street NE.

Both Klose and Craw-
ford expressed their dismay
about the trees being
removed in Letters to the
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Sidewalk/curb dame

Due to roots from trees, there are some cases
along 4th St. NE in Staples where the sidewalk and curb
has been heaved. (Submitted photo)

Editor, as well as speaking
up at the city council meet-
ing June 10.

Klose noted in his

letter that he was a former

See TREES on page 10a

School learns of facilities funding gap

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley
School District may need

$22 million to update build-

ings and facilities over the
next 10 years, but current
funding will only bring in
about two million over that
time span.

At the Oct. 20 school

board meeting, the dis-

trict’s building planners
presented results of a study
of the building. Jason Splett
of ICS said his team walked
through and made a plan of
what needs to be done now
and what needs to be done
in the future.

Splett said the team iden-

tified around $22 million
in building maintenance
and updates that will likely

Serving Your Community for 135 Years.

be needed over the next
10 years and estimated it
will cost $22 million to get
to that level. The school’s

Long Term Facilities Main-

tenance funding brings in
about $2 million over that
time. Splett said they will
bring ideas and suggestions
to the Nov. 3 board meeting
on how they can make up
that funding gap.

Building needs
ICS identified some of
the major needs for each
school property.
At the high school/
middle school, restrooms

need to be updated to acces-

siblity standards, doors and
windows need updating
and gym and auditorium
will need attention. Splett
said the highest need is
interious surfaces such as

cabinetry and flooring in
classrooms.

The elementary school
also has restroom and
plumbing needs.

Splett said the Sta-

ples-Motley facilities are
actually in good shape for
electrical and mechanical
maintenance because of
recent renovations. Those
are are usually the most
costly but there won't be a

big need in the next decade.

Indoor air quality has also
been addressed with the

recent construction proj-

ects.

The District Office needs
air quality upgrades and
parking lot work.

Roofing is also a big
budget item. Splett said
insurance costs are going

up and insurance com-

panies are requiring that
schools update their roofs
more frequently in order
to prevent future damages.
Both the high school and
District Office were identi-
fied as needing roof replace-
ments in the next 10 years.

ICS identified some
needs for athletic facili-
ties, including lighting at
the football field, plus new
press box, bleachers and
irrigation. They also men-
tioned replacing the track
that was recently re-sur-
faced.

The bus garage may need
some parking lot work and
other site work.

Splett said the school
has done a very good job
of maintaining their facili-
ties, but most of the repairs

See SCHOOL on page 3a
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Motley residents had the opportunity to gather Oct.
21, and brainstorm ideas for their town at the Ten-Hi Bar
in Motley. This was part of the Thriving Communities
Program, supported by the Initiative Foundation. Pictured
above at the morning gathering are, from left, Deanne
Babcock, Tami Brotherton, Erv Bjerga, Sherry Frisk, Lar-
ry Beckner, Ken Swecker, April Skeesick-Larson. An eve-
ning gathering was also offered that day, with both gather-
ings organized by Brotherton, Frisk and Skeesick-Larson.
The group’s slogan is Motley in Motion.’

Brotherton, Motley's City Clerk/Treasurer, said that
the purpose of Thriving Communities is to promote com-
munity engagement. She noted that the committee re-
ceived a grant to work on a few projects, with the city
acting as the fiscal agent. Brotherton said that following
the evening gathering, the committee decided to move
forward with promoting Motley and all that the town al-
ready has to offer. They also plan to put together a wel-
come package for new residents. According to informa-
tion at the Initiative Foundation’s website, “The Thriving
Communities program helps small towns come together
to imagine and build a stronger future. Through local
listening sessions, visioning meetings and action plan-
ning, communities identify what matters most, celebrate
local strengths and take meaningful steps toward shared
goals. Some of the ideas shared at the morning session
included the need for a coffee shop, more housing and
job opportunities, a gymnasium, beautification and better
lighting throughout town. (Staples World photos by Dawn
Timbs)
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Two assault
investigations by
Staples PD

The Staples Police
Department responded to a
report of a physical assault
occurring Oct. 17 in the 300

block of 4th St NE, Staples.
Upon arrival and investi-

gation, officers arrested a

male individual in connec-

tion with the assault.

While officers were still
on scene, a second 911 call
was received by the Todd

County Emergency Com-
munications Center, occur-

ring in the 400 block of 7th
St NE. The caller reported a
male party at the residence
kicked in the door when the
caller was locking them out.

A Todd County Sheriff’s
Deputy was informed that
the suspect in the second
incident was described as a
Black male, heavy set, with
dreadlocks. The suspect had
reportedly fled the scene on

foot heading east.

In response a Red Alert
was issued to Staples resi-
dences in the area with the
suspect’s description. A
short time later, a Staples
Police Officer located an
individual matching the
description. The suspect
was taken into custody and
is facing charges of 4th-de-
gree damage to property
and 5th-degree assault.

There is no ongoing
threat within the commu-
nity.

The Staples Police Dept.
would also like to clarify
that the incident was not
related to a homicide inves-
tigation.

The names of the indi-
viduals involved have not
been released at this time,
as both cases remain under
active investigation.

Pastors Carl Larson and Robert Drake accompa-
nied a youth group from Faith Lutheran Church on their
Tricks or Treats event for the Staples Area Food Shelf
(SAFS) Oct. 26. They collected 97 pounds of food items

for the food shelf. (Submitted photo)

Free AARP tax services will be offered in Motley

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Motley City Hall will be
a new location for free tax
services offered through
the American Association
of Retired Persons (AARP).

At their regular meet-
ing Oct. 13, the Motley City
Council learned that AARP
had recently reached out to
the city to ask about this
possibility.

City Clerk/Treasurer
Tami Brotherton told the
council she’d received a call
from AARP, wondering if
they could use a few tables
at city hall once a week
during the 2026 tax season
- from February through
April 15. It would be held
during regular business
hours. They requested the
room rental fee be waived.

They’d previously set up
shop at Staples City Hall,
but that wasn’t going to
be possible this year, the
AARP representative told
Brotherton.

Council member April
Skeesick-Larson said she
was all for it. She said she’d
used AARP’s free tax ser-
vices at the Staples location,
and she thought it would
be great to have them in
Motley.

After some discus-

Stop cleaning:out

your gutters
this season

Get a FREE full gutter inspection

and estimate: 1-877-627-0238

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025

sion, the council approved
having AARP use Motley
City Hall for their free tax
services in 2026.

Later on, during the
council forum, council
member Steve Johnson
said he had nothing against
AARP, but he wondered
about the waived $25 rental
fee. Johnson said that
the Sprinkle and Sprout
Garden Club has met at city
hall and been charged a
fee. He went on to note that
the garden club does a lot
for the city in maintaining
flower pots all summer, and
he felt the waived fee should
apply to them as well.

Brotherton said that she
doesn’t have the authority

to waive fees. Those deci-
sions are made by the coun-

cil, and she suggested the
garden club ask to be put on

the agenda at a future meet-
ing to voice this request.

Mayor Pat O’Regan said
that he hopes they will do
that in the future.

In other matters the
council:

o LEARNED that Justin
Voelker of Motley has

joined the fire department.

Fire Chief Todd Judd said
that Voelker had been
interviewed and passed all

of the background checks.

The MFD currently has 13

; Leafd¢®Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF +10%

LeafFilter:

Discount For
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Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-877-627-0238

members.
o APPROVED Fire Chief
Judd’s request to begin the

process of looking into pur-

chasing a new fire truck.
Judd said there is one
available in Montana. He’s

applied for a $50,000 Source-

well grant to go toward this,
but those funds are not
available until November.

o LEARNED that the
Motley Police Department,
led by Police Chief Al Yoder,
is in compliance with the
Minnesota Board of Peace
Officers Standards and
Training (POST Board).

o APPROVED applying
for a League of Minnesota
Cities Grant Navigation
Support Grant. If received,
Winkelman will be hired to
write the grants available
through the state for the

solar panel project. Winkle-

man’s charge for writing
the grants would be $4,800.

o APPROVED putting
a 20 miles per hour speed
limit sign at the 300 block
of Birch St. E. Prior to their
vote, the council discussed a

resident’s concerns regard-

ing vehicles traveling fast
along that road and that
there are children nearby.

o HEARD from Public
Works Director Bruce
Brotherton that the water
tower inspection went

really well. He noted that
the water tower had been
painted in 2019 and that the
painters did a good job.

o LEARNED that there
had been 19 pick ups during
the city’s fall clean up. Tami
Brotherton explained that
the city receives a grant
every spring to help cover
the cost of fall clean up.
However, the fee from the 19
pick ups and the remaining
funds from the grant were
not enough to cover the
costs of fall clean up. Per
their contract with the city,
Long Prairie Sanitation
offers their services for free
during spring pick up. The
council went on to discuss
ways of how to spend the
excess grant funds from the
spring clean-up. One sug-
gestion was the possibility
of offering free pick up for
seniors and the disabled,
whom currently pay five
dollars for a pick up.

o DISCUSSED what to
do about unpaid fire call

invoices. City Clerk/Trea-

surer Tami Brotherton said
that at a council meeting in

2023, the council had dis-

cussed several years worth
of unpaid fire calls that
totalled over $100,000. At
that time, the council had

approved going with a col-

lection agency to recoup

these costs, but she didn’t
know what happened after
that, as it was not noted in
the minutes. She wondered
if $80,000 had been written
off? She went on to say that
there have been several
unpaid fire calls in 2024,
totalling $4,800.

The council discussed
whether or not to get advice
from their attorney, and if
a policy should be in place
regarding incidents like
this. It was decided that
they needed more informa-
tion before going forward
and they would discuss it
again at their next meeting.

o APPROVED a number
of resolutions during the
New Business portion of
the meeting, including
adopting the Ordinance
Violation Complaint Proce-
dure, related to zoning and
code enforcement.

o APPROVED a pro-
posal for splash pad con-
struction at Converse Park.
Bruce Brotherton said he
would like to do work on
this project yet this fall. He
also noted that the Motley
Lions will be donating
$10,000 toward this project.
Brotherton hopes the entire
project will be finished by
memorial Day, 2026.

o APPROVED a request
to authorize comp time

Dr. Taylor Heck joins podiatry
team at Lakewood Health System

Lakewood Health System,
Staples, welcomes Doctor of
Podiatric Medicine (DPM),
Taylor Heck, as the newest
provider to its podiatry
team.

Originally from Sauk
Rapids, Dr. Heck completed
his undergraduate degree at
North Dakota State Univer-
sity and received his podiat-
ric degree from Des Moines
University. He completed
his residency at The Jewish
Hospital - Mercy Health in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Dr. Heck
belongs to the American
College of Foot and Ankle
Surgeons, the American

Dr. Taylor Heck

Board Podiatric Medicine,
and the American Podiatric
Medical Association.

As a podiatrist, Dr. Heck
provides comprehensive
foot and ankle care for
patients of all ages. He has
special interests in limb
salvaging and sports med-
icine. “I chose to come to
Lakewood due to familiar-
ity with the facility because
I’'m from central Minnesota.
I wanted to work here in
order to give back to those
in the area who are in need.”

Dr. Heck and his wife,
Aimee, have one dog. In his
spare time, Dr. Heck enjoys
spending time outdoors,
skiing, hiking, golfing,
cooking and traveling.

accrual beyond 64 hours for
the deputy clerk, Kristen
Ziegler. This would not be
for over time pay, it would
be for having more consis-
tent pay checks when hours
fluctuate.

o APPROVED a lease
agreement with Marco for
an updated copier for the
administration department.

o APPROVED a request
to accept a payment of $500
as a full and final payment
on an $800 fire call invoice
#2024-51.

o APPROVED a revised
Community Development
Shared Service Agreement
with Sourcewell. Their fee
is going up to $60/hr., a $5/
hr. increase.

o APPROVED moving
the public forum toward
the beginning of the coun-
cil meeting agenda, so
people would not have to sit
through the entire meeting
if they did not want to.

o SET next regular meet-
ing for Monday, Nov. 10, at
4:30 p.m.

Motley
area law
enforcement

Recent reports from
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

Oct. 16 - Motley Police
received a report of a suspi-
cious person walking in the
hallways at 448 Pine Ave. S.,
Motley.

Oct. 19 - Morrison
County deputies received a
report of an assault at the
5800 block of Azalea Rd.,
Motley.

Oct. 19 - A Morrison
County deputy responded
to a complaint from Under-
dog Rescue of a possible
dog that had been stolen
from the St. Louis area. He
arrived at the listed loca-
tion on Beaulieu St., Motley
and spoke with the listed
subject who had no idea
what he was talking about.
She welcomed the deputy
to check her residence,
which he did. No dog was
located.
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Buildings a community concern

needed go beyond the avail-
able school budget.

Staples-Motley Business
Manager Ellie Hill said the
school’s regular budget is
not adequate to keep up
with facility needs. She said
in the past, the school has
used general funds for some
updates, but it has never
been enough to keep up the
older buildings.

“With all those years we
couldn’t keep up with needs,
you get so far behind the
8-ball,” said Hill.

In addition, the school
is looking to increase their
career and technical educa-
tion, which will need more
space and equipment to
match industry needs.

Staples-Motley Superin-
tendent Shane Tappe said
“This isn’t just a school issue,
this is a community issue. If
we don’t work together, the
consumer is going to pay
more and we won’t have a
skilled workforce.”

In other news, the board

o Approved hiring of
Trevor Lucas, custodian;
Selket Jewett, knowl-
edge bowl co-advisor;
Emili Vieths, knowledge
bowl co-advisor; and Nick
Schultz, assistant girls bas-
ketball coach.

o Approved non-renewal
of coaching contract with
Christine Fox, 9th grade
girls basketball.

o Approved resignation
of Pat Hoppe, junior high
basketball coach and Nick
Schultz, weight room super-
visor.

o Approved short term
leave of absence request
from Audra Steffen.

o Approved PSEO con-
tract with Lake Superior
State College.

o Approved fundraiser
request from Dollars For
Scholars.

o Approved Adventures
handbook.

o Approved sealed bids
for miscellaneous items.

Todd Cty. court
report Oct. 22

Long Prairie Police

Magdalena Cortez De La Cruz,
Little Falls. Driving without a valid
license for vehicle class or type. Fine
$100. Fee $85. Driver approaching
intersection fails to Yield Right of
way. Fine $50.

Jhon Ignacio Abreul Ignacio
Abreul Laloce, Long Prairie. Driving
without a valid license for vehicle
class or type. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Bryan David Juarez, Browerville.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85.

MN Dept.
Resources

Aaron Michael Miller, Long Prai-
rie. Violate federal regs, Migratory
birds. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Chang Yang, Woodbury. Fail to
affix valid registration sticker. Fine
$25. Fee $85.

Conner James Kasper, Motley.
Wrong Class/no endorsement. Fine
$100. Fee $85.

MN State Patrol

Rayan Hakeem Abdulwahed,
Dilworth. Speed 89/70. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Debra Lynn Bendickson, West
Fargo, ND. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Shannon Lesley Brown, Fergus
Falls. Speed 81/70. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Rosa Esmeira Castillo, St. Cloud.
Speed 74/60. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Alexander Nyne Cuffy, Min-
netonka. Speed 83/70. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Arturo Jose Dominguez, Long
Prairie. Seat belt required. Fine $25.
Fee $85.

Derrek Wayne Geary, Maple
Grove. Expired registration. Fine
$30. Fee $85.

Barbara Ann Graves. Long Prai-
rie. Fail to Yield right of way. Making
left turn. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Matthys Johnannes Herbst, Han-
cock. Duty to drive with due care.
Fine $40. Fee $85.

Briana Jaye Kamphenkel, Green-
wald. Seat belt required. Fine $25.
Fee $85.

Madison Alexis Lord, West
Fargo, ND. Speed 84/70. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Marlon Antonio Martinez De Paz,
Long Prairie. Speed 65/60. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Landyn Matthew Randt, Sire, WI.
Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Melissa Botello Rodriguez, Long
Prairie. Speed 84/70. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Karina M. Rosol, Prospect
Heights, IL. Speed 84/70. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

Dakota Steven Smieja, Long
Prairie. Window restrictions. Wind-
shield tint. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Matthew John Voss, Chanhas-
sen. Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Staples Police Dept.

John Thomas, Jr. Colling, Sta-
ples. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85. Stop lights required
on rear of vehicle. Fine $40.

Todd County

Brayan Alejandro Ambriz Parra,
Long Prairie. Speed 65/55. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Victoria Ellen Brant, Hinckley.
Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Erika Lynn Denny, Sauk Centre.
Speed 75/60. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Connor Louis Gamradt, Sauk
Centre. Liquor consumption-by per-
sons under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Yunier Herrera Chavarria, Long
Prairie. Drivers license-driving with-
out a valid license for vehicle class
or type. Fine $100. Fee $85. Driver
must carry proof of insurance when
operating a vehicle. Fine $200.

Mackenzie Lillian Hoffmann,
Barnum. Speed 73/55. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Jeremy Alan Jr. Holder, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85. Driver must carry
proof of insurance when operating
a vehicle. Driver turning left fails to
Yield of right of way to oncoming
traffic. Fine $50. Careless driving.
Fine $100.

Benjamin James Mertens, Vern-
dale. Speed 78/60. Fine $60. Fee
$75.

Wesly Rafael Monero Aquino,
Long Prairie. Driving without a valid
license for vehicle class or type.
Fine $100. Fee $85. Fail to mail/

of Natural

deliver certificate of title to Dept.
within time frames specified. Fine
$200. Careless driving. Fine $100.
Uninsured vehicle-owner violation.
Fine $200.

Brandi Lee Saba, Andover.
Speed 70/55. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Floirin Emilio Sena Mendez,
Long Prairie. Driving after revocation.
Fine $200. Fee $85. Driver must
carry proof of insurance when oper-
ating vehicle. Fine $200.

Duane Kurt Stobbe, Plymouth.
Speed 70/55. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Ann Marie Trombley, Verndale.
Expired registration. Fine $30. Fee
$85.

Braykin Starlin Valdez, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 70/55. Fine $60. Fee
$85.

Michael Anthony Valero, Alexan-
dria. Speed 84/60. Fine $70. Fee
$155.

Lambert Petrus Van Sittert, Long
Prairie. Speed 80/60. Fine $70.
Fee 4155.

William Jason Wise, Marrietta,
GA. Speed 65/55. Fine $50. Fee
$75.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
A. Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County October
5, 2025.

Tracy Dean Jr. Aanerud, Nevis.
1st degree-possess 50 grams
or more methamphetamine. Dis-
missed. 2nd degree-possess 25
grams or more methamphetamine.
Dismissed.3rd degree-possess 10
grams or more a harcotic drug other
than heroin. Sentenced. Commit to
Commissioner of Corrections-Adult
(MN Correctional Facility-St. Cloud)
33 mo. stay for 5 yr. Local confine-
ment (128 days, stay O yr 0O mo O
days credit for time served: 128
days). Supervised probation, 5 yr.
Fine $50. Fee $75.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
A. Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County October
9, 2025.

Curtis Neil Mueller, Alexandria.
2nd degree driving while impaired.
Dismissed. 2nd degree driving
while impaired-blood alcohol con-
tent greater than .08 within 2 hours.
Local confinement (364 days, stay
0 yr 0 mo 264 days for 4 yr credit
for time served: 4 days). Supervised
probation, 4 yr. Fine $800. Fee
$115.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
A. Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County October
15, 2025.

Jessica Marie Karel, St. Paul.
Speed 75/70. Fine $40. Fee $75.

Korisa Rashal Champagne,
Verndale. No proof of insurance.
Sentenced. Local confinement (364
days, stay O yr 0 mo 361 days for
2 yr credit for time served: 3 days).
Community work service, 24 hours
for indeterminate. Supervised proba-
tion, 2 yr. Fine $400. Fee $75.

Richard George Delong, Brower-
ville. 5th degree-possess Schedule
1,2,83,4 or paraphernalia residual-not
cannabis/hemp. Stay of imposition
pursuant to M.S. 609.135. Local
confinement (60 days, stay O yr O
mo days credit for time served: 60
days) Supervised probation, 4 yr.
Fine $100. Fee $75. 5th degree
possess schedule 1,2,3,4 or par-
aphernalia residual-not cannabis/
hemp. Dismissed.

Ashley Marie Rasmusson, Grey
Eagle. DWI 2 Operate motor vehi-
cle under influence of alcohol.
Dismissed. DWI 2 Operate motor
vehicle-alcohol concentration 0.08
within 2 hours. Sentenced. Local
confinement (364 days, stay O yr O
mo 304 days for 4 yr credit for time
served: 3 days). Supervised pro-
bation, 4 yr. Fine $100. Fee $805.
Endanger child-situation could
cause harm or death-G. Continued.
Local confinement (364 days, stay
304 days for 4 yr credit for time
served: 3 days).Supervised proba-
tion, 2 yr. Fine $50. B Card violation.
Dismissed.

Mary Josephine Solid, Eagle
Bend. DWI-Operate motor vehicle
under influence. Sentenced. Local
confinement (90 days, stay O yr O
mo 88 days for 2 yr credit for time
served: 2 days). Supervised proba-
tion, 2 yr. Fine $400. Fee $100.
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Looking back

75 Years Aco - 1950

o Nov. 2, 1950 - The burn-
ing of the old ice house,
built by the Page Brothers
of Staples Sunday, Oct. 29
about 1:30 in the afternoon,
marked the destruction of
another old land mark in
the city of Staples.

Just how the blaze
started is not known. Fire
Chief Howard Pattison
stated that no information
relative to the cause of
the fire could be given out.
There was no insurance on
the building which is pres-
ently owned by John Cline.
Mr. Cline is in California
where he will have work.

o Nov. 2, 1950 - The first
concert of the fall season by
the Staples Men’s Chorus
was very well received by

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -

a large crowd at the Leader
Community Hall Sunday
afternoon, Oct. 29.

People from the Leader,
Poplar, Staples and other
communities were in atten-
dance, and the applause
after each number was
indicative of the success of
the concert.

Following the musicale
the Swan Valley Lutheran
ladies aid, who sponsored
the concert, served ice
cream, pie and coffee in the
basement of the hall.

o Nov. 2, 1950 - Hal-
lowe’en was very quiet in
staples, with little mischief
being done throughout the
city with the exception of
some of the younger kids
soaping up windows.

o Nov, 2, 1950 - Pillager
won the final grid game on
Friday from motley when
they played on the home
field, winning 32-25.

Before the end of the
first quarter, Billy Berndt
received a serious injury.
He was taken to Brainerd
by ambulance where it
was found that his left leg
was broken just above the
knee. He will spend several
weeks in the hospital there.

50 Years Aco- 1975

o Oct. 30, 1975 - Dennis
Hagenson and Gordon Hall
bagged a cow moose Sunday;
Oct. 19, north of Thief
River Falls. The animal
weighed about 1,250 pounds
dressed out. After they shot
it, they had to get help from
anearby farmer to drag the
animal out of the woods
with a tractor. When they
got it out into the open, they
used a front-end loader to
put it into their pick-up
truck. A photo of the hunt-
ers with their moose was
taken at the Lawrence Hall
farm west of Staples.

o Oct. 30, 1975 - Tryouts
for the Senior Class Play at
Motley High school were
held and the cast chosen
for the play “Millie Goes a
Miss” by Dennis Noble. It
will be performed Nov. 21,
in the Motley High School
gymnasium.

Cast members include:
Merry Corner, Judy Dub-
bles, Floyd Jares, Peggy
Flansburg, Gerry Ander-
son, Diane Zetah, Cindy
Jensen, Russ Anderson,
Elena Welle, Dave Chessey,
Mike Gold, Gary Amund-
son.
o Oct. 30, 1975 - Nan
Bendson, a senior at Sta-
ples High school, will
advance to the State Girls
Cross-Country meet this
Saturday in Minneapolis by
virtue of her fourth place
finish in the girls sectional
meet held at Glenwood last
Saturday. Her coach is Mrs.
Doris Dumpprope. Nan is
the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Bendson of
Leader.

o QOct. 30, 1975 - As cham-
pions of District 24 and
runners-up in Region Six,
the Cardinal and White
clad Cross-Country team
of Staples high school,
coached by Jerry Riewer
and Tom Danculovich, will
advance to the State C-C
meet in Minneapolis Nov. 1.

o Oct. 30, 1975 - Mrs.
Grace LeVasseur, the local
Welcome Wagon host-
ess, visited the following
and welcomed them to
our community: Mr. and
Mrs. William Mitsch, Mr.
and Mrs. David Rynolds,
Diane Larson, Rev. and Mrs.

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from 1988. Do you know who
these people are and perhaps the context
of the photo? Do you have a memory to

share? Email your answers and where

William Hamblien, Mrs.
Carol Satterfield, Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Sarkela, Mrs.
Flossie Chilberg, Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence Restad, Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Hunton,
and Mrs. Loretta Braford.

o Qct. 30, 1975 - The Rock-
ing ‘S’ Saddle Club endured
several difficulties on their
Bicentennial ride between
Staples and the historic old
village of “Itasca” located
at the rest stop several
miles south of Elk River,
Saturday and Sunday.

Trail Boss Lester Sadlo,
vice-president of the saddle
club, accompanied the
group of riders as they cov-
ered more than 120 miles in
approximately nine hours
by horseback, relay-style.
The horses made the trip at
an average speed of 12 1/2
miles per hour.

25 Years Aco - 2000

o Nov. 2, 2000 - The Car-
dinals girls tennis team
enjoyed their most suc-
cessful trip ever to the
state tennis tournament,
claiming third place as
a team and getting one of
their doubles teams into
the finals of the individual
state tournament.

In the individual portion,
the Cardinal doubles team
of Rose Milless and Laura
Warn fought through the
preliminary rounds, losing
in the semi-finals before
coming back to win the
third place match.

The Cards finished in
third place in the team
tournament, winning their
last match 4-3 over United
South Central, the team
from Wells.

“I feel we are the public
school champs. It was
Rochester Lourdes and the
Blake School in the finals.
We are not going to touch
them, so at least we can call
ourselves the champs of
the smaller public schools,”
Coach Kevin Coughlin said.

o Nov. 2, 2000 - Staples
Motley’s boys captured
their fifth straight Section
6A cross country title Oct.
26, overcoming a host of
injuries to keep their string
intact.

“Our boys came through
in awesome fashion,”
Coach Gene Mattila said.

They finished first,
with 44 points, beating out

Paynesville who finished
with 50. Other team scores
included Wadena-Deer
Creek 91, Montevideo 95,
New London-Spicer 115,
Long Prairie-Grey Eagle
129 and Morris 154.

° Nov. 2, 2000 - Two swim-
mers earned Mid State All
Conference honors Sat-
urday as the Cardinals
competed at the Mid-State
swimming and diving meet.

Freshman Abby Palmer
captured first place in the
100 breast and second in
the 200 individual medley
race to claim all conference
honors. Classmate Britta
Binek also earned all-con-
ference with a second place
in the 200 free.

o Nov. 2, 2000 - Two acci-
dents on Friday morning,
one north of Motley, one
just south of Staples, kept
area emergency personnel
very busy for several hours.

In all, eight people were
treated for injuries in the
two separate accidents.
Two are still at North

you're from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Memorial Hospital in Min-
neapolis, while one was
still at Greater Staples hos-
pital on Tuesday.

10 Years Aco - 2015

o Oct. 29, 2015 - What
does drinking soda do to
your body?

What factors contrib-
uted to the Dust Bowl and
what were the effects on the
people?

These were just two of
the seven topics explored by
Connections High School
students during their first
project showcase program
Oct. 13.

Connections High
School (CHS) is a project
based school located at Sta-
ples Motley high School.
CHS students must meet
core standards in math,
science and language arts.
They can choose topics to
research and work with
advisors to develop proj-
ects that will meet those
core standards.

A visit from a ‘mystery girl’

Frankie Lou Thorn, right, of Santa Monica, Calif.,
stopped by the Staples World Oct. 22, with her mom,
Terrie Brown, of Staples. Thorn was in town visiting
family and helping celebrate her mom’s 80th birthday.
She said it was a fun surprise to see the recent mystery
photo, of which she was a part of. Thorn, a 1982 Sta-
ples high School graduate, works as an actor, and is a
‘soccer mom'’ to her 16-year-old daughter. She also has
an adult son. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Mstery solved

Last week’'s mystery photo pub-
lished in the Oct. 23, 1975 edition of
the Staples World featured students at
North Elementary school in Staples who
had recently been elected as student

council officers. From left are Randy

Card, president; Billie Jo Collins, vice
president; Sherri Nurnberger, secretary;
Frankie Lou Thorn, treasurer.

Thanks for participating in our
mystery photo.
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Collaboration key to
success: understanding
Professional Learning
Communities (PLCs)

By Jenny Pantzke
Staples-Motley Teaching and
Learning Coordinator

Staples-Motley School
District is deepening its
commitment to continuous
improvement through Pro-
fessional Learning Commu-
nities (PLCs). This collabo-
rative model is a vital part
of our strategy to ensure
every student receives the
highest quality education.

Simply put, a PLC is
a group of educators who
meet regularly to share ex-
pertise and work collabora-
tively to improve teaching
skills and the academic
performance of students.
It moves beyond typical
department meetings by
establishing a structured,
ongoing process of shared
inquiry and collective learn-
ing.

In our district, teachers
participate in these focused
sessions, utilizing designat-
ed Early Release days. This
dedicated time is specifical-
ly allocated to collaboration,
ensuring that the primary
focus remains on refining
and improving classroom
practices rather than ad-
ministrative tasks.

The core of PLC work re-
volves around four critical
questions:

1. What is it we want
students to learn? (Curric-
ulum)

2. How will we know if
they have learned it? (As-
sessment)

3. What will we do if they
haven’t learned it? (Inter-
vention/Instruction)

4. What will we do if they
already know it? (Enrich-
ment/Instruction)

These discussions are
centered on concrete topic
areas: curriculum align-
ment, effective instruction-
al strategies, consistent
and meaningful assessment
practices, and ultimately,
measurable improvement
in student achievement.

By working together, our
educators move from an

isolated approach to a col-
lective responsibility for
student success. The PLC
framework fosters an en-
vironment where teachers
can analyze data, share best
practices, design common
assessments, and develop
targeted interventions. This
collaboration is a struc-
tured, sustained effort to en-
sure excellence for all Sta-
ples-Motley students.

This year marks an excit-
ing step in our PLC model.
Moving beyond a one-size-
fits-all approach, instead
PLC groups are focused on
six critical areas chosen by
teachers.

o Student Engagement:
Developing innovative tech-
niques and classroom envi-
ronments that capture stu-
dent attention and motivate
deeper learning.

o The Science of Reading:
Delving into the latest re-
search and evidence-based
instructional practices for
literacy development.

o Math: Collaborating
on curriculum sequencing,
challenging concepts, and
effective strategies for de-
veloping mathematical rea-
soning.

o Building Relationships:
Focusing on social-emo-
tional learning, trauma-in-
formed practices, and
strengthening teacher-stu-
dent connections to improve
the learning climate.

o Career Pathways: In-
tegrating career readiness,
real-world applications, and
college planning into core
subject instruction.

o Lesson Strategies: Re-
fining instructional delivery,
incorporating technology,
and exploring diverse peda-
gogical methods to meet the
needs of all learners.

This targeted approach
ensures that meetings are
highly productive, allowing
teachers to become experts
in their chosen domains and
bring specialized knowl-
edge back to their students
and colleagues.

/E,‘Opinion
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There’s no place like home

For many, this expres-
sion will be forever linked to
Dorothy, the young heroine
from cyclone-swept Kansas
in the classic film The Wiz-
ard-of-Oz. Dorothy, who—
as she clicked the heels of
her ruby slippers together
three times—spoke those
enchanted words: “There’s
no place like home...there’s
no place like home... there’s
no place like home.”

In the movie, the magic in
those simple words brought
Dorothy

- o -

back from
Inside the

faraway
Oz to her 5 900rs

family’s
farm in
Kansas.
For us, the |
idea be-
hind such
words is
a recogni-
tion that
the place
around [iss ¢
which Mike Rahn
our life’s =Q=
events revolve may deserve
our greater appreciation.
“Home” likely is special in
its own way. Sometimes it
takes a departure and an ab-
sence to help us see it.

Such sentiments are
still in play here, after re-
turning from a two-week,
cross-country driving trip
to New York City and the At-
lantic coast. One objective
of this trip was to spend
time in the Big Apple with
family members, includ-
ing a young grandchild; a
family that—due to half a
continent’s distance—is too
seldom seen, other than for
summer visits, and major
holidays. This stop would be
first, then to venture beyond
New York City to Cape Cod
on the Massachusetts coast
of the Atlantic Ocean.

Most who live here in
Minnesota and have such
distant destinations in their
plans would probably opt
for an airline flight. But my
wife and I are lovers of the
road trip. This mode of trav-
el gives us a firsthand view
of the geographic diversity
of the American landscape,
and a sense of the enormity
of the country, which would
be missed if we flew. As one
might expect, some of this
landscape is quite like our
environment here at home,
while some is very different.

Fall is an especially good
time for a trek like this.

USDA takes $3 billion to reopen FSA

By Heather Close, The Rural Blog

U.S. farmers are harvesting big crops,
but many are reaping little or no profit. To
address some of their economic strife, the
Department of Agriculture is “planning to
release more than $3 billion in aid to U.S.
farmers that had been frozen as a result of
the government shutdown,” report Natalie
Andrews and Patrick Thomas of The Wall

Street Journal.

Bumper crops should be a boon for Amer-
ican farmers, but instead they are “fueling a
glut that is driving down prices. Rising costs
for fertilizer and farm equipment are also
squeezing their balance sheets,” Andrews

and Thomas explain.

In addition to cash assistance, the USDA
will “resume Farm Service Agency core op-
erations, which have been closed for three
weeks during the government shutdown,”

low farmers to access aid, including some

safety-net programs.”

President Donald Trump considered us-
ing tariff revenue to fund a bailout package
for farmers earlier this year; however, the $3
billion comes from the Commodity Credit
Corp., the same fund Trump tapped to help
farmers weather his first-term tariffs.

Before the government closed, the Trump
administration was considering another $10

billion for farmers “struggling because of

Trump’s trade war, but that new relief is on
hold while the government is shut down,”
the Journal reports.

President Trump will be in Asia next
week, where he “plans to push Chinese lead-

er Xi Jinping to buy U.S. soybeans to help

Korea.”

Andrews and Thomas write. “This will al-
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struggling American farmers,” Andrews
adds. “The two leaders are scheduled to
meet on the sidelines of a summit in South

Tourist traffic has dimin-
ished, save for “leaf peepers”
at certain destinations, and
chiefly on weekends. Fall
color is part of the attrac-
tion, at least in those states
where the major interstate
highway routes transect
forested country. Western
and central Wisconsin fits
that description, but some
of that beauty may be lost
on a Minnesotan, due to our
familiarity with it. “Famil-
iarity breeds contempt,” as
they say.

Pennsylvania was per-
haps the standout scenic
state on our route, due not
only to being heavily forest-
ed for much of its west-to-
east length, but also to its
mountains, deep valleys,
and the streams and riv-
ers that cut through them.
These are chiefly in the Al-
legheny and Pocono ranges.
Though they’re neither as
high nor as rugged as the
Rockies, they are dramatic
nonetheless, especially to a
“flatlander,” as most Minne-
sotans are.

Such “most scenic” judg-
ments are perhaps unfair,
since any passing-through
route may only expose a
traveler to a limited sam-
pling of any state’s scenic
virtues. For example, a
route that cuts primarily
through the urban and sub-
urban sectors of New York,
but misses such standout
regions as the Catskills,
or Adirondack Mountains,
would leave you with very
different impressions than
if your travel route was the
reverse.

On such a trip you also
get a sense of which states
are committed to offering
services to travelers, by the
quality of their stop-and-
rest areas and service pla-
zas, the latter being places
where you not only fill your
vehicle’s fuel tank—or re-
charge batteries, as the case
may be—but pick up liter-
ature on local and regional
attractions, and can choose
from a variety of fast foods,
as well as state-branded
merchandise to prove that

you “really were there.”

The best and most com-
plete on-the-route travel
amenities we judged to be
those in Ohio, with Con-
necticut close behind; the
latter certainly the leader
in the shortest-distance-be-
tween-rest-areas catego-
ry. Those in Indiana we
found to be the most Spar-
tan (I'm trying not to be
unkind here!), perhaps an
indication that its state gov-
ernment has not deemed
tourists to be a priority in-
vestment.

On a trip like this one
can’t help comparing what
he has at home to the land-
scape through which he
passes. All through the
forested country astride In-
terstate 80 in Pennsylvania
I found myself evaluating
the potential of those woods
to hold ruffed grouse. Then
too there were the highway
signs that depicted a deer
in mid-jump, along with the
words “High Impact Area!” I
know all about car-and-deer
collisions, several times
over.

You also discover that
some of the issues we deal
with at home are issues else-
where, too. While shopping
for some groceries after
ending our driving for the
day, I picked up a copy of
Pennsylvania Game News,
a publication similar to our
own state’s Conservation
Volunteer. In it I read about
debates over the length of
their ruffed grouse season,
and the extent to which
CWD—chronic wasting dis-
ease—has become a threat
to their whitetail deer herd.
In that respect, that distant
place is very much like
home.

If you are a lover of Min-
nesota’s North Shore of
Lake Superior, you would
probably like Cape Cod. We
chose that as our farthest
trip destination for just that
reason. Only instead of her-
ring or smoked whitefish
served in a restaurant, or
obtained at a North Shore
fish merchant, on Cape Cod
you will likely be ordering

lobster or oyster—raw, if
you’re brave.

The most distant point on
our trip was not the Cape
itself, but the island of Nan-
tucket, which is just a shade
under 29 miles by ferry from
Hyannis, notably the site of
the so-called Kennedy fam-
ily compound. Nantucket
was originally inhabited
by the Wampanoag Native
American tribe, and was
purchased from them in
1659 by English colonists,
who made their living fish-
ing, farming, and rising cat-
tle.

That was before whal-
ing emerged as the leading
local industry, eventually
growing to such an extent
that Nantucket earned the
name “whaling capital of
the world.” Those days are
in the far distant past. To-
day the island is a tourist
mecca, including angling
tourism of a deep sea flavor,
and the site of many sum-
mer homes and cottages. In
one of its shops I discov-
ered a pair of hand-carved
mallard duck decoys, made
long ago by one of the most
legendary of the early New
England carvers. They were
priced at a mere $9,500! I
had to settle for making a
pilgrimage to the workshop
in which this carver—El-
mer Crowell—pursued his
solitary craft, located in his
home town of Harwich, on
the Cape itself.

Back here now in Minne-
sota, it appears that I have
arrived in time for when-
ever a weather change may
bring a surge in migrating
ducks. Many of the leaves
are down, which will make
shots at an explosive-
ly-flushing ruffed grouse at
least possible. Perhaps that
hoped-for cold snap will
bring in a few more wood-
cock, too. Then there is the
November trout fishing out-
ing in Southeast Minnesota
that my son and I are plan-
ning.

It’s good to be back. There
really is no place like home.

Washington’s farewell address
holds lessons for today

By Lee H. Hamilton

George Washington’s
Farewell Address is one
of the key documents of
America’s founding era. It’s
not as familiar as the Dec-
laration of Independence,
the Constitution and some
other writings, but it was a
clarion call for national uni-
ty when the United States
was forming its identity.

It’s also remarkably per-
tinent to our own time. As
political scientist Robert
Strong writes in a recent
essay, the dangers that
Washington foresaw for the
young republic “seem star-
tlingly contemporary and
relevant 229 years later.”
Chief among Washington’s
concerns was excessive par-
tisanship, which, he wrote,
“agitates the community
with ill-founded jealousies
and false alarms, kindles
the animosity of one part
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against another, (and) fo-
ments occasionally riot and
insurrection.”

The Farewell Address,
written with help from
James Madison and, es-
pecially, Alexander Ham-
ilton, and published in a
Philadelphia newspaper
on Sept. 19, 1796, explained
Washington’s reasons for
not seeking a third term as
president. Washington was
uniquely popular. The hero
of the American Revolution,
he was already celebrated
as the father of his country.
Presidential electors had
voted unanimously for him
in 1788 and 1792. He could
have been president for life,
but he put the government
in the capable hands of his
contemporaries.

The Farewell Address,
when it’s mentioned, is of-
ten cited for its warning
that America should “steer
clear of permanent allianc-
es” with other nations. That
language has been used —
wrongly, I believe - to justi-
fy isolationism. But Strong,
who spent time working
in my congressional office
as an American Political
Science Association fellow,
writes that the overall focus
is on domestic affairs.

Washington warned that
the government shouldn’t
accumulate debt, for exam-
ple. When it had to borrow
money, he wrote, it should
promptly repay it, “not un-
generously throwing upon
posterity the burden which
we ourselves ought to bear.”
Today our national debt ap-
proaches $40 trillion, a bur-
den for future generations.
He also worried about re-
gional disputes, especially
between North and South,
a conflict that would tear
the nation apart 65 years
later. Today we are divided
between blue states on the
coasts and red states in the
interior. We aren’t at war,
but our relations can be
tense.

Washington’s strongest
warnings were against par-
tisanship, or what he called
“the baneful effects of the

spirit of party, generally.”
At a time when the first
American political parties,
Hamilton’s Federalists and
Thomas Jefferson’s Demo-
cratic-Republicans, were
taking shape, Washington
conceded that creating par-
ties was “inseparable from
our nature.” But he feared
the consequences: “disor-
ders and miseries” that “in-
cline the minds of men to
seek security and repose in
the absolute power of an in-
dividual; and sooner or later
the chief of some prevailing
faction ... turns this dispo-
sition to the purposes of his
own elevation on the ruins
of public liberty.” The lan-
guage may seem dated, but
the concern about extreme
partisanship, the concen-
trated power of an individu-
al leader and even the “runs
of public liberty” should
speak to Americans today.

Washington pointed to
the Constitution’s checks
and balances between the
branches of government as
a critical safeguard against
absolute power. “To pre-
serve them must be as nec-
essary as to institute them,”
he wrote. It seems likely
that he would be concerned
about the way Congress, in
recent years, has stood by
while presidents accumu-
late more power.

America’s founders
weren’t perfect. They were
men of their time (and they
were all men). Many of
them, including Washing-
ton, were slaveowners. They
couldn’t foresee the ways
the nation would change
and grow. But they thought
deeply about the meaning
of freedom and about how
to institute a government
that would preserve it. We
would do well today to take
their words to heart.

Lee Hamilton is a
distinguished scholar at the
IU Hamilton Lugar School
of Global and International
Studies and senior advisor
for the Indiana University
Center on Representative
Government.



Staples World

October Storytime
at Staples Public Library

Fall Storytime was held Oct. 15 at the Staples
Public Library. Carson Sadlo and Emmett Arntson made
foam pumpkins and listened to stories. Join the next
Storytime, Nov. 19, by calling to register. Th program is
provided by the Staples Friends of the Library.

Upcoming events are listed on the webpage at
www.griver.org or stop by the Staples Public Library, 122
6th St NE, phone 218-894-1401, open Monday, 10
a.m.-6 p.m.; Tuesday 1-8 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m.-
6p.m.; Thursday, 1-8 p.m., Friday, 1-5 p.m. and Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-noon to sign up.

SNAP, MFIP food

‘%Meatball
SUPPER

Swan Valley
Lutheran Church,
Hwy 64, Leader, MN

Sat. Nov.1

Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes,
Squash, Corn, Coleslaw,
Dessert, Beverage
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Notice of
ANNUAL
MEETING

of Todd County
Agricultural Society
Shareholders
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025
HELD AT
AMERICAN

LEGION E
LONG PRAIRIE
Social - 6:30 p.m.
Meal - 7:00 p.m.
Meal on your own - order off menu
Meeting - 8 p.m. N

If you are interested in becoming a
member, shares can be purchased from
Katie Hendricks, Secretary
320-732-2739 or Mike Wielenberg,
Chair 320-766-1817.

Shares are $10.
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A Fun, Safe, Trick or Treat Experience
Loads of Candy Carnival Games Hot Drinks Fun Costumes

Starles Alliance Church
1512 8th St NE, Staples 218-894-2891

Fri., October 31, 4 - 5:30 p.m.

Staples

Staples Alliance

Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor

Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes

1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891

Sunday Worship e 9:30 .M.

YT — 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

LYY 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081

benefit disruptions

From Todd County Health
and Human Services

Due to a lack of funding
caused by the federal gov-
ernment shutdown, the
following program benefits
will not be issued for No-
vember until the shutdown
ends or the Department
of Children, Youth, and
Families (DCYF) receives
further guidance from the
federal government:

» Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program
(SNAP)

» Minnesota Family In-
vestment Program (MFIP)

food benefits

The MFIP cash portion
will continue to go out in
November. If you have been
receiving SNAP or MFIP
benefits, continue to use
the benefits already issued
to you.

The department contin-
ues to explore solutions
that will give Minnesotans
access to benefits should
the shutdown continue.
Visit dcyf.mn.gov/feder-
al-shutdown for food sup-
port resources and updates
on the latest federal gov-
ernment shutdown impact
to DCYF programs.

for all ages) .....oc.occereerrrrrens 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service ..10:30 a.m.
Children's Church (Kids s main
worship service).... Llam.
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ

27343 490th St., Staples.d.......... 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein

Facebook Live

Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship...........cccccccone.n. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Adult Bible Study............oevrrrer. 6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson

Sunday Worship Service ..........c..... 9:00a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship.............c..co.... 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic

o0
Mark Xour Cagendar

Oct. 30

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet

Nov. 2

CEeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
Meetings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,

at the main entrance. For Motley.
more information about
this free program, visit NOV. 4

https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Oct. 31

Trunk or Trear at Staples
Alliance Church, 1512 8th St.
NE, Friday, Oct. 31, 4 - 5:30
p.m. A fun, safe, trick or
treating experience.

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meering Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

OLp Time Dance is held
the first Tuesday of every
month at the Wadena VFW.
For information, call 218-
639-0132.

Rusy’s Pantry Will be held
Tuesday, Nov. 4, from 4:30 -
6 p.m. at the parking lot of
Central Lakes College in
Staples.

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA Groupr MrtaGs IN Sta-
pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St. For info., call Dan
at 218-640-7228.

o0
Menu

o

Senior Nutrition
Program
Call mornings (218-979-4118)
the Friday before to reserve next
week’s meal(s) and for current
suggested donation info. LSS
Meals - traditional older adult
menu. Menu is subject to change.
LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise Apartments, 615 4th St.
NE, Staples. Seniors welcome to
dine-in at 11:00 a.m., if meal is

O

spiced apples, vanilla wa-
fers.

Tuespay - Herb baked
chicken, rice pilaf, peas/
carrots, chocolate pudding/
topping.

Wepnespay Smothered
chopped steak, baked po-
tato, sliced carrots, apple-
sauce cup.

reserved. Thurspay - Oven roasted
Staples turkey, gravy, mashed pota-
218-979-4118 toes, mxed veggies, ginger-

snap cookie.

Fripay - Beef shepherd’s
pie, country veggie blend,
fruit crumble.

wk45

LSS meals include bread (vari-
ous kinds), marg. and 1% milk.

Nov. 3-Nov. 7
Monpay - Spaghetti/meat
sauce, green beans, hot

Staples ®,\X/orId
Advertising

(classified and display),
copy, public notices,

DEADLINE
Friday noon

Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples

info@marysacc.org

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: Sunday.

Seventh Day Adventist

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship
Sabbath School

Thomastown Covenant

Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Service................

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples..
Sunday Worshl .
(Nursery Avmluble for Sunday Worship)

ChUTEh. .. 218-894-2296

8:30a.m.

.......... 9:30 am.
e 10:45 ..

15940 251st Ave., Staples.........218-894-3923

Pastor Scott Jorgenson
Sunday Worship...............covre. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH.........6:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran

1000 4th St., NE, Staples......... 218-894-2372

9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class...10:30 a.m.

..218-894-2248
.10:30 a.m.

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA................... 218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
Sunday Worship...........cceeersveres 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship.......c..ccevvrscreres 9:00 a.m.
Communion............. Ist and 2nd Sunday
of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www_lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad

SUNDAY
Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel......................... 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing

Pastor Dan Holmes 320-749-2583

Sunday School .9:30 a.m.
Worship.... ....10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible study.......ooocceerecrrercccrree 7:30 p.m.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
[T TR, N—— 218-397-2470

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word.and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School..........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466..........cc..o0orrer 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

facebook live...........ocevevceerreereee 9a.m.
WEDNESDAY

....... 4:00-5:30 p.m.

....... 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class.....8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship...... .9:
St. Michael Catholl
1st St. and Birch, Motley............ 218-894-2296

info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:

VL1111 4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley................. 218-894-2296

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310  Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday......ooo. 10:30 a.m. (May - Nov.)
Saturday .....oocoee.e 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Senvice............. 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA meeting................... 8:00 p.m.

Oylen

Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School
Sunday Worship....

e 10:00 0.m.
..11:00 a.m

Pillager

First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship..........occcocevcenees 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson

N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 fo Cty. 104.

218-746-3839
0.

Sunday School .
Worship...........
Sunday Worship
WEDNESDAY

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
wrious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering
Connection Point

Hewitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

oo 10:00 0.
........ 9:30 a.m.

Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
Sunday School cnn9:30 M
Sunday Worship.... .10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER..... <7200 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship.........c..ccovvrreee 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship........cc.cccovrrre 10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship...........ccooerseres 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

Staples Area Church Directory

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ......cocrvee.. 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer........eeeeeeeeeeerseeeee 9:20 a.m.
Worship Service .. ..10:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life GroUpS ..ovvveveeverevrsensrnnns 6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship......eoeeeeeeeveeens 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .... e 10:30 ..
WEDNESDAY

Family Night......c...cccocverresccrnne 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship......cc...ccovevecrres 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study......ooooceeeresrrerceirree 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship.......c...ccovevecrres 9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952

Sunday Service... . 9:00 0.,
Bible Study 10:30 a.m.
St. Frederick Catholic Church

20 Mason Avenue NW
L T111F— 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol,
218-632-7310  Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
MASS: Saturday e 6:00 p.m

St. Hubert Catholic Church

BIUBGIESS ..cvvrevr e 218-894-2296

info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol,

218-632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday Service...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April
Saturday ... 4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sunday Worship........cc..cuvrreee 10:00 a.m.

St. Ann's Catholic Church

514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol,
218-632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......... 102,

N |

“The Life Prayer Campaign”
Father Rick Aubol, Sacred Heart Church, Staples

The great, annual 40 days for life prayer cam-
paign is going on right now. Many think that pro-life
work is all about fighting: fighting for laws, fighting
for or against women’s rights, etc. and while there
certainly is a fierce contest, that’s not what it’s
about. It’s about love. The problem isn’t trying to
hold back abortion, the problem is that so many
think they need it. Their love is misaligned.

No sane person looks forward to an abortion,
what they want is what it enables, the lifestyle of the
sexual revolution which leads to it. Deceived, they
think that will make them happy (whether that’s ca-
reer climbing, zero-commitment relationships (what
an oxymoron), or simply sex devoid of responsibil-
ity) and anything which would hold it back from
them or hinder it is simply mean and hateful. That’s
how they see the pro-life message, because that’s
how we often present it, in a way that all they hear
s “no fun,” and “you’re a horrible person.”

They don’t think they’re horrible people, they
think we’re trying to take away their happiness, but
we need to prove to them that happiness is even
greater than they imagined; that the life we are pro
really is better in every way, a life-changing gift to
perfect us rather than a frenzied grasping fraught

with fear, selfishness and betrayal, and it’s this and
real peace of mind that we’re trying to help them

have.

And we need to prove this by our actions, reach-
ing out to and helping those in need; being for life,
valuing it, at all ages and conditions. We need to
show them that those lives are valuable, but also
help them purify their priorities so that they never
target as their goal something which puts those
lives in the line of fire, because that’s not a good
goal, that’s not the life we’re pro, a life filled with
nothing but competition and no value beyond our
own decisions. We want our lives and choices to
have meaning, but the only way we can have that
is to be humble and accept the inherent meaning
of things outside our choice, built into them. That’s
real life. That’s authentic. The alternative is endless
warfare over whose choices are more important,
but we’re made for living united in truth.

This love is what being pro life is at its essence.
Legal action is important, but not as important as
this. As one man put it, “There are too many single
mothers out there. These young men need to know
that they can do it and being a dad is greater than

they can imagine.”
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To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-
1112.

oG HAM

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building
Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com.
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:
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Obituaries

Staples World

Cristi Anderson

It is with heavy hearts,
we announce the passing
of Cristi Lynn (Wonders)
Anderson, 50, of Champlin.

Cristi suffered a massive
stroke on September 24 and
passed away October 1, 2025.

Mass of Christian burial
was held October 17 at St.
Vincent de Paul Catholic
Church, Brooklyn Park.

Burial was held at the
Champlin City Cemetery.

Cristi was born Decem-
ber 22, 1974 to Jerry and
Gayle Wonders of Staples.
She was welcomed home
by her older sister, Jill on
Christmas morning. She
attended Sacred Heart
School and Staples-Motley
High School graduating in
1993. She attended Moor-
head State University and
graduated with a Bache-
lor’s degree in Community
Health in 1997. After college,
she moved to Plymouth
where she began working at
Placement Pros. It was there
that she met the love of her
life, Jayme Anderson and
they were married on Sep-
tember 15, 2001. The couple
had three children, Carly,
Caden and Lexi, whom were

Vera Doroff

Vera Zona Doroff, 91,
of Cushing, passed away
peacefully surrounded by
her family on October 16,

2025, at her home in Cush-

ing.
A private family burial
will be held.

Vera was born Septem-

ber 23, 1934, to Hans and
Marie (Hahn) Kronbeck in
Little Falls. She attended
Rural School District #121
and graduated from Little
Falls High School with the
Class of 1952.

In 1954, Vera married
the love of her life, James
Doroff. Together they raised
five children and built a life
centered on family, faith
and community.

Vera worked as a recep-

tionist at Stillwater Medical
Center, a position she deeply
cherished. Her warmth

and kindness made a last-

ing impression on all who
met her. She was an active
member of St. Michael’s
Catholic Church in Motley,
where she belonged to St.
Monica’s Circle. She was

their world.

Jayme passed away in
May of 2012 after his long
struggle with a brain tumor.
After his death, Cristi took
on her role as a single
mom with all the love and
determination of making
them her number one pri-
ority. They were her world
and she became super
mom, attending all of their
activities and joining var-
ious activity boards, mom
groups and was a volunteer
extrordinaire.

For the last 15 years,
Cristi worked at Voca-
tional Restoraion services
of Brooklyn Center. She

also involved in the Staples
Lioness Club, Christian
Women’s Organization and
the Scandia Valley Red Hat
Club.

Vera loved reading,
sewing and spending time
with her family at their

home on Lake Alexander -

her favorite place to relax
and make memories with
those she loved most.

Vera is survived by five
children, Elizabeth (Randy)
Mittag of River Falls, WI;
Susan (Michael) Schmidt
of Somerset, WI; Michael

loved her job and clients
and especially the people
she worked with. Cristi was
probably best known for
her infectious laugh. We
could always find her in a
store, because you could
hear her laugh through-
out. She enjoyed reading,
although as busy as she was
she would listen to audio
books while in the car to
make the most of her time.
She enjoyed traveling, hol-
idays, the Hallmark chan-
nel, puzzles, card and board
games, watching football,
coordinating fantasy foot-
ball leagues and just being
with her people having fun
and enjoying the time spent
together.

Carly (20), Caden (18) and
Lexi (16) are supported by
their grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins, James
and countless friends. She
leaves behind a legacy of
love, laughter and faith - a
life well lived and a soul
well loved.

In lieu of flowers, an edu-
cation fund will be set up for
Carly, Caden and Lexi.

w45p A00006B20250T29

of Minneapolis; David
(Therese) of East Farm-
ington, WI and Thomas of
Broomfield, CO; one brother,
Ivar (Kathy) Kronbeck of
Big Lake; 12 grandchildren;
15 great-grandchildren and
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
band, James (2015); six
sisters, Inez Kronbeck,
Lola Coulter, Addie Kretz-
man, Neva Abrahamson,
Joyce Kronbeck and Gloria
Dungan; three brothers,
Russell, Wayne and Alan;
one granddaughter, Irene
and one great-grandson,
Trenton.

The family would like
to extend a heartfelt thank
you to her caregivers, as
well as her niece - and
her new best friend, Jane
Mackey, for their care and
companionship.

Arrangements are
entrusted to Halvorson
Taylor Funeral Home,
Brainerd.
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED AT THE REQUEST OF

LAakewoob HEALTH SYSTEM.

Tory Rochat

It is with heavy hearts
that we announce the pass-
ing of Tory Michael Rochat
, 28, on October 4, 2025.

Join us in celebrating
Tory’s life on November 8,
at 11 a.m. for a service at the
Assembly of God Church
in Staples, as we honor the
unforgettable impact he
made on our lives.

Tory was born Septem-
ber 25, 1997 to Julia Burton
in Minneapolis. He was
raised in Staples by Julia
and Jay Rochat where he
graduated high school in
2016. From a young age,
Tory was known for his
kindness, compassion,
intelligence and unwaver-
ing support for others. He
was a gentle soul, always
thinking of others and pro-
tecting their feelings.

Tory’s higher educa-
tion journey began at St.
Cloud State University in
2017. During this year, he
met the love of his life,
Kortni Cloud. Driven by
his dreams, he transferred
to the University of Min-
nesota Twin Cities campus
where he earned a bache-
lor’s degree in statistics
with a minor in computer
science in 2021. During
his time at the U of M,
Tory joined the Alpha Tau
Omega Fraternity, serving
as the scholarship chair-
man and later the executive
vice president. He found ful-
fillment by serving others
and building lifelong bonds.
Recently, Tory returned to
school and was in his third

Wi e

year of pursuing a second
bachelor’s degree. He was
an avid learner who was
always striving for personal
growth. One of his proud-
est memories was hearing
someone introduce him as
“the smartest person they
knew.”

Professionally, Tory
spent his whole career at
SPS Commerce. He began in
customer support, quickly
earning recognition for
dedication and hard work.
He was promoted to soft-
ware engineer, respected for
his intelligent and educa-
tional gifts. Tory’s love for
learning extended beyond
work. He was always eager
to challenge others to board
games and was often the
person to beat at family
game nights. He excelled at
ping pong, bean bags, darts
and was always “down to
try anything.”

Tory’s warmth and gen-
erosity touched everyone
he met. He built incredi-
ble relationships and was
always there to support

Earl Mergens, Sr.

Earl Mergens, Sr., 88, of
Detroit Lakes, passed away
peacefully October 8, 2025,
surrounded by his loving
family.

A Funeral Mass was
held Oct. 14, at Holy Rosary
Catholic Church in Detroit
Lakes.

Born December 6, 1936,
in St. Paul, Earl was the son
of Ruth and Edward Mer-
gens and little brother to Ed.

After proudly serving his
country as a United States
Marine, Earl dedicated his
life to education and leader-
ship. He served as a teacher,
coach, Special Education
Director and Athletic Direc-
tor, shaping the lives of
countless students with his
patience, encouragement
and wisdom.

A man of deep faith and
steadfast character, Earl
lived his Catholic values
daily through kindness,
integrity and service to
others. He found great joy
in the outdoors - whether
hunting, fishing, golfing
or camping - and espe-
cially loved spending time
with family and friends.

Staples ¥, World

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon.
For afternoon availability,
call 218-894-1112.

Regular advertising and copy

deadline is Friday, noon.
The office closes at noon on Friday.

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

A 30 years serving
7 our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

for all classified

ads and copy is

fiduciary advisor.

strategy to make the most of it.

Retire with confidence.

Stop wondering if your savings will last. Get a personalized retirement plan
designed to help provide consistent income and ongoing guidance from a

Whether you’ve saved $50,000 or $500,000, we’ll help you build a

Call for a free, no-pressure consultation

(833) 750-1764
© Retirable

Advisory services offered through Retirable, a Registered Investment Adviser. The free consultation is for informational purposes only
and does not constitute investment advice. Investment outcomes are not guaranteed and may vary based on market conditions.

smal
businesses

here in Mi a— grow their

You Built Your Business.
We'll Help You Grow It.

Goldman Sachs 70,000 Small Businesses is a no-cost, 12-week business
education program designed to help small business owners gain
practical skills and access capital. For more than 15 years, our training
program has helped entrepreneurs across the country — including
and create jobs.

Apply now for Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses in Minnesota.

Earl also enjoyed cooking,
baking pies, playing crib-
bage, mowing the lawn,
attending family activities
and supervising building
projects. Whatever he did,
he gave it his full attention
and his whole heart.

Earl’s greatest pride
was his family, whom he
loved beyond measure. He
is survived by five beloved
children: Pam Mergens,
Earl (Chimene) Mergens,
Jr., Paul (Teresa) Mergens,
Mike (Alisa) Mergens and
Shelly (Joe) Griffin. He
was a proud grandfather
to Leah Hochstein (Ben),

friends and family by being
generous with his heart
and time. As the oldest of
three children, he cher-
ished time with his brother,
Griffin and sister, Riley.
Tory lived a full and rich
life through experiences
and relationships. He cher-
ished his relationships with
Kortni, his cousin Kirstie
Gottfried and his two best
friends, Daniel Ennis and
Tyler Johnson. Tory’s
infectious laugh and sense
of humor brought people
together and his passions
for cooking, travel and
music enriched his life. He
loved exploring new places,
taking on challenges, camp-
ing in national parks and
attending music festivals.
Tory practiced PLUR-peace,
love, unity and respect-
making everyone feel wel-
come and valued. He often
complimented strangers,
always making sure they
felt heard and understood.
Above all, Tory will be
remembered for his kind
soul, warm hugs, endear-
ing smile and dedication
to high personal standards.
Tory was a beautiful soul
who left his earthly form
too early and will be missed
by many. His legacy lives
on in the hearts of those
who knew him. He believed
in the good in people and
would love for us all to make
PLUR - peace, love, unity
and respect - a conscious
part of our daily lives in his
honor.
w45-46p A00006B20250T22

Michael Griffin (Abigale),
Justin Mergens (Maria),
Jacob Mergens (Eliza-
beth), Zachary Mergens
(Kierstin), Amanda Mer-
gens, Jonathan Mergens,
(Troy Schillinger), Hannah
Ellingson (Jaden), Brittany
Mergens, Kaylee Mergens
and Mikayla Mergens.

Earl was blessed with
13 great-grandchildren
who brought him endless
joy, Andrew Hochstein,
Jackson Hochstein, Marli
Hochstein, Archer Griffin,
Jo Griffin, Bryant Elling-
son, Cecilia Ellingson, Eli
Mergens, Levi Mergens,
Whitney Mergens, Breckyn
Mergens, Brinley Mergens
and Oakley Mergens.

Though he will be deeply
missed, his loved ones take
comfort knowing that Earl
is now in the presence of
Jesus, reunited with loved
ones who have gone before
him and enjoying the peace
of eternal life.

“Eternal rest grant unto
him, O Lord, and let perpet-
ual light shine upon him.”

W45cA00006B20250T29

James Leroy Mertens, 86,
of Greenville, Texas and
formerly of Staples, died
September 18, 2025.

Funeral services were
held October 25 in Texas.

James was born October
27, 1938 to William and Eliz-
abeth (Erbe) Mertens.

He was a veteran of the
U.S. Air Force.

w45p A00006B20250T29

Richard Sampson

Richard A. Sampson, 86, formerly of Motley, passed
away peacefully on October 27, 2025, in Brainerd.

A Memorial Service will be held Friday, October 31, at
11:00 a.m. at the Motley Free Methodist Church in Motley.
Visitation will be held one hour prior to the service.

Interment will follow at Motley City Cemetery.
Arrangements are entrusted to Brenny Family

Funeral Chapel, Baxter.

Full obituary will be published Nov. 5.

Staples &, \World

and advertising: 12 noon Fridays
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Noska advances in state {13
tennis tournament

Ronnie Noska made it to the second petitive with Noska earning three games,
round of the state tennis tournament but but the second set was 6-0. The loss put
lost to the eventual third place finisher, Noska out of the tournament as the MSHSL
giving her a top-8 finish in the state. does not play fifth through eighth place

Noska won 6-2, 6-3 in the first round matches.
against Emma Siert of Lake City. In the Noska ended the season with a 24-5record
next round, she faced Nellie Larson of St. and her fourth trip to the state tournament
Paul Academy-Summit, who’s been ranked as an individual, playing three times in sin-
number two all year. The first set was com- gles and once in doubles.

After opening round
win, Cardinals knocked
oul of football playofis

The Staples-Motley foot-

Audrey Brownell, right, leads the pack at the Sec-

tion BA cross country meet. Gabriel Kroll

ball team was frustrated at
nearly every opportunity
during their 41-0 loss at
Holdingford, on Oct. 25, in
the section playoffs. In the
first round of the playoffs on
Oct. 21, the Cards defeated
Wadena-Deer Creek 58-12.
Against Holdingford,
the Cardinal offense would
get first downs, then falter,
never getting a sustained
drive. The defense would
make stops but then allow
big plays to reset the downs.
As that kept happening, the
SM didn’t have enough big

plays to turn the momen-

tum the other way.
Staples-Motley also made
a few costly mistakes. In the
first half, they were unable
to track down two kickoffs
in the wind, with one ending
up at their own five and the
time allowed the other team
to recover it. In the second
half, Staples-Motley lost a

fumble and threw an inter-

ception.
The defense made one

good goal line stand, stop-

ping Holdingofrd at the
three yard line on fourth
down.

With their running game

mostly shut down, quarter-

back Eli Rutten was able to
move the ball with passes
to Conner Kuhns, Peyton
Jares and Turner Beachy,
but the Cards were always
stopped after one or two
first downs.

First round

Playing Wadena-Deer
Creek at home in the first
round of the playoffs, the
Cards found temselves in
the end zone the first four
times they touched the ball.

Kayden Neisen ran back
the opening kickoff for a
touchdown, Colbe Tappe
passed to Turner Beachy for
the two point conversion.

On the next posession,
Tappe ran a punt back 70
yards for a TD, with Beau
Carlson running in for the
two point conversion for a
16-0 lead.

After that, Conner Kuhns
scored on a pass from Eli
Rutten, Beachy scored on
a 13 yard pass from Rutten
and Tappe ran 49 yards for
anoth TD. The linemen got
into the scoring column
when Luke Bjerga ran in a
touchown and center Riley
Reese became a running
back for the extra point and
converted for a 46-6 lead at
halftime.

Meanwhile on defense,
Russel Milton and Tappe
each had fumble recoveries.

In the second half, Cooper
Tappe had a TD run and
Jacob Reeck punched in a
touchdown run.

Team results

Staples-Motley 58,

Wadena-Deer Creek 12

Rushing: B. Carlson 2-51,

Colbe Tappe 1-51, 1 TD; Luke
Bjerga 1-22, 1 TD; Tristan

Moore 1-20, Eli Bounds 1-20,

Cayden Neisen 1-20, Cooper
Tappe 1-15, 1 TD; Jacob
Reeck 1-10, 1 TD; T. Beachy

1-7, Liam Jennissen 1-5,

Ayden Hovland 1-3

Passing: E. Rutten 9-14,
132, 2 TD; Cooper Tappe 2-2,

14

Receiving: Carlson 2-42,

Peyton Jares 2-32, C. Kuhns
2-27,1 TD; Beachy 3-20, 1 TD;
Colbe Tappe 1-18, Jayden
Rogers 1-7

Leading tacklers: Moore

9, Ryder Thompson 8, Hov-

land 7, Bryson Dumpprope
5, Ayden Blue 5, Zach Tabatt
5

Fumble recovery: R.

Milton, Colbe Tappe

Eli Rutten

Brownell wins section,
headed for state

The Staples-Motley cross
country teams had a good
section meet and with
one individual champion,
Audrey Brownell in the girls
race.

The girls team finished
fourth and the boys were
ninth in the Section 6A
meet at the Minnewaska
Golf Club on Oct. 23. Coach
Bruce Fuhrman said “The

kids learned a lot at the sec-

tion. Both groups are young
and new to varsity running.
It showed a bit.”

In the boys meet, Gage
Bjerga started out with the
second of runners racing

for a state qualifying posi-

tion. He faded a little in
the second half of the race
while Andrew Dobson had
an amazing last mile to get
into the top 25 and running
his fastest time ever.

“The race was highly com-
petitive with emerging run-

ners and teams fighting to
win the title,” said Fuhrman.
He noted that the top seed,
Sauk Centre, was knocked
out by Bertha-Hewitt and
Wadena-Deer Creek for the
two spots at state.

“This illustrates how
important gaps between

runners are to team scores,”

said Fuhrman, noting that
this is one of the lessons
the Staples-Motley runners
learned.

“This is a young team of
sophomores through 7th
graders who have learned
much this season,” said
Fuhrman. “We discussed
how ‘taking it on the chin’

Elise Trif

this season will make them
seasoned runners in the
years to come. They will be
a group to definitely take

notice of in the near future.”

Inthe girls race, Brownell
started in the lead with one
competitor sticking with
her until halfway through
the 3.1 mile race. She pulled
away steadily to win by 23
seconds.

“Audrey was great,” said
Fuhrman. “She is poised
and polished in her strategy
in running races.”

As a team, the girls were
looking at getting into
second place, which would

take a “flawless” race,

according to Fuhrman.
“Every portion of therace
is critical. Our team’s start
wasn’t the best and we were
pinched in, to fall off the

pace early,” said Furhman.

“Wadena, Minnewaska, and
New London-Spicer surged
to the front, with Parkers
Prairie and OTC also in
front of us at the mile.”

Elise Trif and Suhaila
Mikhaeil moved up
throughout the race. Aleea
Holst was coming back from
an injury and started in the
second pack but fell back a
little. With Elizabeth Kroll
coming in soon after, the
Cardinals moved up into
fourth place.

“To come back to earn a
fourth place finish is a good
accomplishment,” said
Fuhrman. “This will be a
group of girls to watch in
the coming years.”

This was Brownell’s

Andrew Dobson

third section title to go
along with one second place
finish at sections. She will
run at the state cross coun-
try meet on Saturday, Nov. 1,
at Les Bolstad Golf Course
in Falcon Heights. The girls
race starts at 10:45 a.m.

Boys results

Section 6A cross country
meet

Bertha-Hewitt 51, Wade-
na-Deer Creek 65, Sauk Centre
89, Ottertail Central 132, West
Central Area 142, Benson/Kerk-
hoven-Murdock-Sunburg 178,
New London-Spicer 201, Min-
newaska 216, Staples-Motley
229, Ashby-Brandon-Evansville
263, Ortonville 268, Osakis 300,
Morris/Chokio-Alberta 363,
Long Prairie-Grey Eagle 367,
Pillager 372, Border West 450

23. Andrew Dobson 17:46, 28.
Gage Bjerga 18:06, 35. Garrett
Bjerga 18:39, 72. Gabriel Kroll
19:45, 75. Jackson Odden 19:49,
78. Reed Leach 19:53, 94. Alex
Leach 21:08

Girls results

Section 6A cross country
meet

New London-Spicer 38,
Wadena-Deer Creek 103, Park-
ers Prairie 132, Staples-Motley
146, Minnewaska 154, Otter-
tail Central 169, Sauk Centre
207, West Central Area 208,
Morris/Chokio-Alberta 228,
Ashby-Brandon-Evansville 244,
Pillager 278, Osakis 281, Long
Prairie-Grey Eagle 325, Border
West 339

1. Audrey Brownell 18:24,
33. Elise Trif 21:36, 37. Suhaila
Mikhaeil 22:01, 46. Aleea Holst
22:22, 51. Elizabeth Kroll 22:38,
77. Maddie Kist 24:37, 91. Aubrey
Vogle 26:05

Gage Bijerga

Volleyball team learns
fmm playoff loss

The Staples- Motley girls
volleyball team lost in the
first round of playoffs at
Pequot Lakes on Oct. 22,
2025.

The Cardinals finished
the season with a 7-20 record
and were 1-7 in the Heart ‘O
Lakes Conference.

Despite more losses than
wins, the team improved

“It’s a big jump from C

and JV to varsity, particu-

larly in the HOL conference
being as strong as it is right
now, which includes the
returning Class AA state
champion.

We did see a lot of prog-

ress throughout the season
and felt that our record
didn’t reflect the level the

next fall,” said Bestland.

Team results

Staples-Motley 0, Pequot
3; 9-25, 15-25, 14-25

Annie Schlosser: assists-6,
kills-6, blocks-2, digs-5

Katelyn Schotzko: aces-1,
assists-7, digs-5

Izzy Becker: aces-1, assists-2,
kills-1, digs-19

Addie Potter: kills-3, blocks-

. 1, digs-1
over the season. girls can play at. I-igannah Cole: kills-2, blocks-
“We're a fairly young While the team competed 5 gjgq.1 ’

team as far as varsity play-

ing experience,” said Coach
Gretchen Bestland. We had
three returning players that
were in last year’s starting
lineup, so we had many

nlawvavre cnnina thaiv fivet

well at times, Bestland said
they weren’t able to stay at
that level consistently.

“The coaches feel that the
underclassman now know

the work that’s needed in
+hna nffonacnn +n ha ahla +n

Abby Brichacek: assists-1,
kills-2, digs-2

Clara Maros: kill-1, digs-6

Kyleena Rudlang: kills-2,
blocks-2

Pam Lawrence: digs-8

Chloe Trantina: aces-1, digs-
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205
Help Wanted

Todd-Wadena Community Corrections
FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
DIRECTOR

Opening Date: October 9, 2025

Closing Date: Position will remain open until filled, with first round of
application screenings on October 16, 2025.

Location: Home office for this position is Long Prairie or Wadena,
MN. Travel between counties and office locations is required as deter-
mined by agency needs.

Purpose of Position: The purpose of this position is to provide overall
administration of Todd-Wadena Community Corrections; to ensure policy
and program implementation; to supervise all staff; and to promote the
successful adjustment and integration of clients into the community.

Minimum Qualifications: Minimum qualifications include a Bache-
lor’s degree in Criminal Justice, Psychology, Social work or related field
and experience demonstrating successful performance in progressively
responsible management assignments; a valid MN driver’s license and

PART TIME EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR/
SNOW REMOVAL, US-
ING GRADER OR DUMP
TRUCK. May Township
(Cass County) is seeking a
part-time heavy equipment
operator for snow removal
November 1, 2025 - April 30,
2026. Wages: $27 per hour
with a guarantee of 32 hours
a MONTH. Hours vary ac-
cording to weather. Mini-
mum Requirements: CDL to
drive dump truck or willing
to obtain a CDL. Preferred
two years’ experience heavy
equipment operation or ed-
ucation. Call Jason Barg
with inquiries. 218-851-7502.
Send resume to: May Town-
ship, 5834 112th Street SW,
Pillager, MN 56473 or drop
off at the township hall,
same address. Can email:

Wednesday, October 29, 2025

208
Storage

FOR RENT

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR SALE

610

Parcel for Sale

FOR SALE BY OWNER:
Luann McGrane for $85,225.
Tenants in commen with 3
other siblings. 1/4 parcel
01-0035600. Contact daugh-
ter, Christine, POA, 218-639-
3173. 44-46p

607
Houses for Sale

Prairie View Neighborhood

2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES

* TWO STALL GARAGES

REAL ESTATE

602
Apartments
for Rent

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031 rzm
Under new ownership LE'I

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Now professionally

auto insurance; reliable transportation; excellent communication and or- clerk@maytwp.com 45-46¢C managed b
ganizational skills as well as the ability to establish and maintain work- @ YWD e LAN DSCAPED YARDS 9 y

ing relationships with a variety of people. Criminal background checks // B l ITG E R
are required for this position to meet Agency policy regarding criminal ° COMPETITIVE PRICES f&

history and offender association. Submit to criminal history checks per EQUITIES, ING

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098
MIKE IVES REALTY

= www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

Agency policy. Convictions, continuances, stays of adjudication, or other Income guidelines apply.
dispositions for crimes other than minor traffic offenses may disqualify
individuals from the position. Must immediately report any disqualifying
changes to criminal history post-employment.

Salary: Annual Salary range is $115,000 - $125,000.

Benefits: Benefits-eligible positions include: paid time off for earned
sick and vacation; paid holidays; excellent insurance plans (health, dental,
vision, life, and short and long-term disability); pre-tax accounts for med-
ical, dental, vision and daycare expenses; PERA pension plan; and 457(b)
retirement options.

Hours of Work: Normal working hours are Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. This position is Exempt under the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act. Some non-traditional hours including some evening/weekend
hours are required at times in order to meet the needs of the position.

Position Status: Safety-sensitive position; FLSA exempt

How to Apply:

Contact Megan Kruse, Administrative Assistant, at
megan.kruse@co.todd.mn.us or Tel: 320-732-6165, for an
application packet. Submit cover letter, resumé,
and completed application to Megan Kruse, Administrative
Assistant, Todd-Wadena Community Corrections,

221 First Avenue South, Suite 200, Long Prairie, MN 56347.

“EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

| forgot....
“Canlstillget anadin....??7? |

DEADLINE:
Staples World 12 p.m. Friday

218-894-1112 e office@staplesworld.com
Staples World, 224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVACEIIR

GIZA " *Residential
I EST 1934 l
PLUMBING & HEATING

Excavation & Septic Service
218-575-2222

-Septic System Installation
«Camera Inspection, Tank

«Commercial
eIndustrial
ST 218-296-2461

Mike Rollins 218-296-2461

MN State Certified

6685 330th St., relectricofstaples@yahoo.com

e PLUMBING Pumping and Cleaning Cushing, MN. 56443 Li(ens:d, Blondted&Izszrezl-O?e)r/;yearsexperience
« HEATING ( )

L4 AIR CONDITIONING cell Hame Dffice

« GEOTHERMAL
o NEW CONSTRUCTION
« REMODEL
« SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

£838-0581 £894-0151

RESIDENTIAL AND LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Ultimate Septic Service LLC
David Odden - Owner/Operator
Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic
pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

TREE SERVICE

. sGeneral eLot Clearing
- eStorm Damage Clean Up
oStump Grinding eBrushing

o55 ft. Bucket Truck
' 218-894-2871

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Praire, MN

218-631-3101 B888-878-5578

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY**SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRE

PROFESSIONA

Sellnow
Law Office, P.A.

Thomas H. Sellnow*
sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com
218-894-4618 + 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Speciallst certified
)y Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Assodiation.

+ Probate and Trusts
« Estate Planning « Family Law
« Real Estate + Business Law
o «Title Insurance « Elder Law
SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY**SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRE( | parconal Injury « Auto Accidents

www.sellnowlaw.com

CONSTIRUCTION

PHB G rsr S ' ) d — /1. |  PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
Excuvuting Phil Bjerga | m ' - Staples, MN 56479 SINCE
~ Inc. Licarded Bored | loored @8O CONSTRUCTION Lic  218-894-3105 195;)
Asphalt Paving e Granite Products e Excavating ® Driveway

N R Septics * Waterlines * Trenching ¢ Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
B Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

Roads e Parking Lots e Site Prep ® Gravel ® Rock ¢ Black Dirt
Fill e Peat ® Ponds ¢ Demolition ® Hauling ® Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC "¢
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS W
«FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION ey

«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS
Site Prep ¢ Basements ¢ Waterlines ¢ Driveways ¢ Landscaping ® Black |~ -

Dirt » Gravel  Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading  Ditch Cleaning * Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema ©320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347

SW 2025 changed wk #29

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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Staples-Motley
Sclgool Board Mimgtes

ISD #2170
SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING #4
Oct. 6, 2025
6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order

The meeting was called
to order by Chair Free-
man at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call was taken,
members Wright, Frisk,
Reeck, Trout and Freeman
were present, comprising a
quorum. Member Reese was
absent. Also present were
Superintendent Tappe, Sta-
ples World Managing Editor
Anderson and members of
the public. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Reeck sec-
onded by Wright,to adopt
the agenda.MC

Chair Freeman recog-
nized those in attendance

Superintendent
Performance Review
Summary

was read by Chair

Freeman
ConsentAgenda
Approve minutes from

the September 22, 2025
board meeting

Approve the fundraiser
requests from Volleyball

Approve the resignations
of:

-Samantha Schmipp, JH
Basketball Coach and Assis-
tant Softball Coach

-Katie Muller, MS/HS
Paraprofessional

-Evan Woodwick, Ele-
mentary Custodian

-Deanna Anderson,
Assistant Softball Coach

-Kelsey Schmidt, Assis-
tant Softball Coach

-Emma Gerard, Assistant
Softball Coach

Approve the resignation/
retirement of Lori Miller,
MS/HS Paraprofessional
effective 12/31/2025

Approve the hire of Pat-
rick Mertens, IT Technician

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve
the consent agenda. MC

Finance

Approve Better Health
Collective/BCBS as the Sta-
ples-Motley School District
health insurance provider,
1-1-2026 to 12-31-2026.

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Freeman, to
approve Better Health Col-

lective/BCBS as the Sta-
ples-Motley School District
health insurance provider
1-1-2026 to 12-31-2026. MC
Presentation and
review of Long Term
Facility Planning by
ICS
Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Frisk, to adjourn
the meeting at 6:45 p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
45pnc

Upcoming Meetings:

Mon., Nov. 3: School
Board Work Session, District
Office, 6 p.m.

Mon., Nov. 17: School
Board meeting, District
Office, 6 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 1: School
Board Work Session and
Truth In Taxation meeting,
District Office, 6 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 10: Policy
Committee meeting, Dis-
trict Office, 7:45 a.m. (Reese,
Trout)

Mon., Dec. 22: School
Board meeting, District
Office, 6 p.m.

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
December 10, 2013

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$100,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Jason
C. Wehking and Lisa Weh-
king, husband and wife

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
Central Minnesota Credit
Union

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on Decem-
ber 16, 2013 as Document
Number 487596 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
AgFirst Farm Credit Bank
by assignment recorded on
September 5, 2025 as Doc-
ument Number A547672 in
the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The North
330 feet of the North Half
of the Northwest Quarter
(N1/2NW1/4) Section Twen-
ty-Five (25), Township One
hundred Thirty-One (131)
North, Range Thirty-five (35)
West. Todd County, Minne-
sota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 35084 COUNTY
3, EAGLE BEND, MN 56446

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:

Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $37,769.63

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Central Min-
nesota Credit Union

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: LoanCare, LLC

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER:
28-0021600

TRANSACTION
AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER:
1011283-0600029151-2

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: January 08, 2026 at
10:00 AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
twelve (12) months from the
date of sale.

MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on
January 8, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION
BY THE MORTGAGOR,
THE MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY
BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH
A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S)
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: October 24, 2025

AGFIRST FARM CREDIT
BANK
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, PC.

By: /s/

*N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Alexa Marsh, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(25-0875-FC01)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
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Public

Notices
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CITY OF MOTLEY
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given
that that the City of Motley
Planning Commission
will convene for their reg-
ularly scheduled meeting
on Monday, November 17,
2025, at 2:00 p.m. at Motley
City Hall, 316 US Highway
10 South, Motley, to conduct
the following public hear-
ing:

1. Rezone applica-
tion RZ-25-13 to classify
the property located at
132 1st Ave. South from
“Downtown Mixed Use”
to “Industrial.” Prop-
erty Identification Num-
bers: 410200000, 410201000,
410202000, 410204000,
41020500, 410206000,
410207000, 410208000,
410209000, 410210000,
410094001, 410236000,
410237000, 410238001,
410239000, 410240000,
41024100. Property owner:
Daniel P. and Isabella L.
Druk. Applicant: Starlight
Cannabis LLC - Lyle Gill-
son.

All interested persons
are invited to attend these
hearings and be heard or
send written comments to
City Hall or via email at
cityofmotley@brainerd.net.
Staff reports will be made
available at City Hall, typ-
ically one week before the
scheduled meeting.

Tami Brotherton,
Clerk/Treasurer
City of Motley

45pnc

NOTICE
LAKE SHORE
AERATION WARNING
LAKE SHAMINEAU

An aeration system will
be in opertion, west shore-
line of Lake Shamineau,
lots 34568 and 34524 from
cover 2025 to ice out 2026.

Purpose: to prevent
shoreline damage due to ice
expansion. Please be aware
of open water.

45-46pnc

NOTICE
LAKE SHORE
AERATION WARNING
LAKE SHAMINEAU

Open water along the
shore with thin ice around
the edge on the South shores
of Lake Shamineau starting
November 2025 and early
months of 2026. For inqui-
ries contact 320-309-3783.

43-45pnc

NOTICE
LAKE SHORE
AERATION WARNING
LAKE SHAMINEAU

Open water along the
shore with thin ice around
the edge on the West shores
of Lake Shamineau. Start-
ing November 2025 and
early months of 2026. For
inquiries call 218-821-1470.

44-45pnp
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Minnesota Classified Advertising Network --....=

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime  warranty.
Top-of-the-line  installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

Classified Advertising

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over 1MILLION
READERS

Your newspaper
representative can
provide complete
details or you can call
MNA: 612/332-8844

Ayden Blue (74)
Holdingford quarterback.

and Owen Roline (65) sack the
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Staples®,\World
The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is
open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon.
*For afternoon availability;,
call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy
deadline is Friday, noon.
The office closes at noon on Friday.
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School communications
growing online

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Staples-Motley communi-
cations and marketing team
of Staci Headley and Trisha
Larson gave a presentation
at the Oct. 20 school board
meeting.

Larson said they have
had a lot of traffic on the
school’s new web site, with
the top sites the activities
schedules and the food ser-
vice menus.

Headley said their social
media reach has increased
85 percent, with a million
page views since Sept. 1.
She said the main audience
is the 35 to 54 year old age
group.

The number of photos
and submissions by school
staff members is also going
up, giving people a view
of what is going on in the
schools.

Larson said the new Par-

entSquare communication
program is working well,
with coaches and teachers

School communication

cations plan. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

able to reach parents and
students through email,
text and the phone app.
Superintendent Shane
Tappe said Larson and
Headley have put a lot of

work into the communica-
tion plan.

“The pride in our district
comes out, this does not
happen in every district,”
said Tappe.

Fatal ATV crash in Reynolds Township

The Todd County Sheriff’s Office
received a 911 call Oct. 19 at approximately
12:23 a.m. reporting an ATV crash at a res-
idence in Reynolds Township, rural Long

Prairie.

Upon arrival deputies located an unre-
sponsive 18-year-old male, believed to be
a passenger in the ATV. Lifesaving mea-
sure were immediately administered at the
scene and the male was transported to the

pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investigation indicates
the ATV was being operated by a juvenile
female at the time of the crash. Alcohol is

believed to be a contributing factor. The

Long Prairie Hospital where he was later

Utke takes part in
international forum

Sen. Paul Utke (R-Park
Rapids) recently served as
a legislative delegate at the
25th Anniversary Interna-
tional Legislators’ Forum
(ILF), held Sept. 9-12, in
Deadwood, S.D. The forum
brought together delegates
from Manitoba, Minnesota,
North Dakota, and South
Dakota, continuing a tradi-
tion of cross-border collab-
oration that began in 2001.

“This was a great mile-
stone gathering that pro-
vided a unique opportunity
to engage with folks across
borders and political par-
ties, allowing us all to dis-
cuss shared challenges
and forward-thinking solu-
tions,” said Utke. “This
cross-border collaboration
is necessary to move our

state forward on issues
such as research, energy,
and agriculture. There’s
so much we can learn from
our neighboring states, and
I look forward to continuing
the work with ILF in 2026.”

Highlights of the
2025 anniversary Forum
included:

Sanford Underground
Research Facility Tour —
exploring world-class sci-
ence beneath the Black Hills.

Presentation on Agri-
cultural Trade and Global
Markets — by Joseph Janzen,
agricultural economist at
University of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign, focusing on
cross-border producers and
international market oppor-
tunities and challenges.

Keynote on Working

incident remains under active investiga-
tion by the Todd County Sheriff’s Office.
TCSO was assisted at the scene by the
Long Prairie Ambulance Service, Long
Prairie Fire Dept. and Petrie Towing.

Across Differences - by
Tyler Tordson, former
South Dakota state repre-
sentative and Sisseton-Wah-
peton tribal member,
offering tools to bridge cul-
tural, personal, and politi-
cal divides.

The anniversary Forum
also featured showcases
from each jurisdiction, high-
lighting the industry, tour-
ism, cultures, and history
of each state or province.
Utke joins the Consensus
Council in celebrating the
25-year legacy of the Inter-
national Legislators’ Forum
and looks forward to contin-

Staples World

Speaking out against tree removal

Tom Crawford, left, and Ken Klose,
both of Staples, addressed the council
and city officials at the Staples City Coun-
cil meeting June 10. Both were dismayed
after learning about reconstruction plans
for 4th St. NE, which included cutting

Trisha Larson and Staci Headley talk to the Sta- down the boulevard trees. They spoke of
ples-Motley School Board about the school's communi- the history of the trees and the beauty they
add to the city, going on to plead that ef-

forts be made to save the trees during the
upcoming reconstruction project. Seat-
ed, from left, are council members Doug
Case and Roy Miles, Mayor Ron Murray,
council member Blake Gerard (partially
hidden), City Administrator Jerel Nelsen,
City Clerk/Finance Director Tara Greer,
and Public Works Director Scott Grabe.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

TREES continued from page 1a

ued collaborationacross the  HaIf of Fourth Street trees could be removed

region. The 2026 Forum will
be hosted in North Dakota.
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International grou

State Senator Paul Utke, back row, seventh from left, with other lawmakers from

midwest states and Manitoba, Canada. (Submitted photo)

Zach Hanson

=218-296-1285
Anything and Everything Electrical from:

e Residential Houses and Garages
to Commercial Businesses and Properties.
e Underground Installations and Repairs
to Aerial Pole Lighting.
eNew Electrical Installations to Repairs

and Remodeling.
eElectrical Service Installations and Upgrades
to stand-by Generators, automatic and manual.

zakkson@yahoo.com

Former
co-owner of
H&R Electric.

Licensed, Bonded and Insured

member and sometimes
chair of the City of Staples

Forestry and Beautifica-

tion (FAB) Board, and that
a large part of their efforts

included the planting, prun-

ing and maintenance of

shade trees on street bou-

levards and in other public
spaces. “Thousands of
volunteer hours, paid city

employee hours and tax-

payer dollars went into the
planting of thousands of
shade trees in the city.” He
went on to say that, “The
wholesale removal of them
(trees on 4th St.) seems to
me to be a terrible waste
and a callous refutation of
the dedicated efforts of alot
of people, many of whom
are no longer with us and
unable to protest.”

In his letter, former
Staples World Editor Tom
Crawford noted that, “On
May 5-6, 1993, 140 trees were
planted on 4th Street by
volunteer members of the

Staples Forestry and Beau-
tification, or Tree Board.

We very strongly suggest
that those trees should be
saved in place.”

In regard to the pro-

posed project, Both Klose
and Crawford wondered if
the infrastructure could be
installed under the middle
of the street, which would
not require boulevard tree
removal?

Grabe later noted that
due to safety issues, when
taking out the curb and
gutter, crews will have to
dig the trenches so deep and

Create affordable
ATV/UTV coverage

just for you

Agant
B3 Atk Street NE
Hlagel MM 53T

TP TRETE [

danaldoun TS s e com
waw danegnlL com

Lk & gocd neghber Sanle Farm b them

Befory you b the trads. prar up with s
Parsonal Price Pan for your ATVUTY
Iresuirance, | can hadn you creats an
affordable price. just for you, Call, cick
o 5iog by for B quoie today.

wide that it will damage the
existing boulevard trees.

He went on to note that
the storm sewer is the big-
gest culprit because of its
proximity to the curb, and
therefore the trees. “The
catch basins have to be
located within the curb line,
because the curb channels
the water into the catch
basin,” Grabe said. “Taking
out the old storm and put-
ting in new will cause exten-
sive damage to the trees, or
the trees will create safety
problems if they are not
removed. Tree roots don’t
often cause problems with
storm sewer but regularly
cause problems in sanitary
sewer services. The tree
roots can get into the joints
of sanitary sewer pipes and
cause sewer backups.”

Grabe said that many
cities are going away from
planting boulevard trees,
which can cause damage as
roots push up the curb and
sidewalk. He noted places
along streets in Staples,
including 4th St, NE, where
trees have heaved the side-
walk and curb.

Grabe also clarified that
not all of the trees will be
removed. “We will only take
down the trees that have to
come down,” he said. “If
there are trees within the
right-of-way that don’t
affect the project, we will
leave them where they are.”

Residents along 4th St.
NE who lose a tree will have
the opportunity to have a
replacement tree planted
elsewhere on their property.
Grabe said that there will be
a policy in place, with guid-
ance as to how and where
the tree can be planted.

When asked if the city
knew how many trees
would be cut down, Grabe
said, “Sadly, I think more
than half will be removed.
We will save any that we
can.”



