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The mayor’s passionate aria i anatempt to get their
message out in a fresh way and hopefully attract more members of the public along
the way, the Staples City Council has begun holding their meetings at the Batcher
Opera House in Staples. The catch? Instead of merely speaking, everyone must
sing their reports...council members, city staff, etc. It was the idea of Mayor Ron
Murray who said he’d been inspired after seeing a performance of the light opera
“Pirates of Penzance.” Why can't a city council meeting be just as engaging, while
still being informative? Members of the public in attendance are invited to be part of
‘the chorus,” reminiscent of ancient Greek dramas. Masks will be provided that best
capture the mood of the topic they will be singing about. Pictured above on stage,
Mayor Ron Murray (center) addresses the upcoming 4th Street improvements project
during a passionate aria in the key of G major. Others on stage, from left, are Mark
Anderson, Managing Editor of the Staples World, taking notes (non musical); council
member Mary Jo Goff at the piano; Mayor Murray; council member John Jewison;
Tara Greer, City Clerk/Finance Director. Members of the public Chorus, from left,
Tom Crawford, Alissa Neznik, Eric Neznik, Ken Klose. (Photo by Dawn Timbs)

For more April Fools Day stories, see the Special Edition, pages 12a and 2a.

Hanson hired as
SEDA director

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples Economic
Development Authority
(SEDA) announced that

they have hired a new Eco-
nomic Development Direc-

tor, James Hanson of New
Ulm.

At the March 24 SEDA
meeting, Staples City
Administrator Jerel Nelsen
said Hanson has a varied
background that includes
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2026
This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

Apr.1 43 27 Cloudy
Apr.2 35 27 Snow
Showers
Apr.3 42 29 Snow
Showers
Apr.4 38 28 Snow
Showers
Apr.5 44 27 P Cloudy
Apr.6 50 30 M. Cloudy
Apr.7 51 32 Cloudy

Last Year, 2025
High Low Cond.

Apr.1 32° 27 Cloudy
Apr.2 34 30 Snow

Apr.3 45 29 Sunny
Apr.4 40 25 Cloudy
Apr.5 36 20 Sunny
Apr.6 50 23 Sunny
Apr.7 34 17 Sunny

Average Temps:
H=50°Low = 30°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO'’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher
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working in education, in the
private sector and in grant
writing.

Hanson is expected to
start the second week of
April.

Also at the SEDA meet-

ing, Nelsen said the city is

expecting an offer to pur-

chase property owned by the

SEDA on 4th Street NE, pos-
sibly to develop multi-fam-

ily housing across the street
from the elementary school.
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Little bunny

Charlytt Oforri of
Staples dressed up for
the Easter Eggstravagan-
za in Staples March 28.
Her grandmother, Gloria
Freese, shared the photo.
(Submitted photo)
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Great turnout
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R5DC moving to

Staples, Minnesota

S22

Sourcewell building

Region Five Develop-
ment Commission (R5DC)
will relocate its official
headquarters to the Source-
well building, located at 202
12th St NE in Staples, effec-
tive April 1.

R5DC is a regional
development organization
serving Central Minne-
sota and has been a long-
time regional partner of
Sourcewell. While the two
organizations frequently
collaborate to support com-
munities, infrastructure,
and economic development
across the region, they

remain independent enti-
ties with separate gover-
nance structures, missions
and operations.
“Co-locating at Source-
well reflects our shared
commitment to public ser-
vice, regional collabora-
tion and responsible use
of resources,” said Cheryal
Hills, executive director of
the Region Five Develop-
ment Commission. “This
move strengthens day-to-
day coordination while pre-
serving the independence
that allows each organiza-
tion to serve communities

in distinct and complemen-
tary ways.”

The relocation supports
operational efficiency and
reinforces R5DC’s mission
to provide high-quality
planning, economic devel-
opment, transportation,
and community develop-
ment services to the region.
Being housed within the
Sourcewell facility allows
for proximity and collabo-
ration while maintaining
organizational clarity and
accountability.

See R5DC on page 3a

Ballot language question
clarified by school board

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley
School Board reaffirmed
that the building referen-
dum will keep taxes the
same and not raise them
above the current rate.

At the March 23 board
meeting, board member
Kyle Reese said the ques-
tion he has been hearing
the most is about the lan-
guage on the ballot, stating
that voting for the referen-
dum would be considered
a tax increase, even though
it will not increase taxes
above the current level.
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Superintendent Shane
Tappe said that addition
to the ballot is required by
Minnesota statutes.

Tappe said that through-
out the building process,
the public made it clear that
they do not want to see a tax
increase.

“The whole point was
that we don’t want to see
taxes increase,” said Tappe.
“The board and the team has
put together a plan that has
met that focus.”

Tappe said the Minne-
sota State School Board
Association is looking to
change that ballot language
requirement for districts

that are in a similar situa-
tion.

The school has clarified
the issue more in an ad in
this week’s newspaper.

Voting is currently open
at the Staples-Motley Dis-
trict Office for anyone
living in the school district.
The office is open weekdays
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
On April 13, the day before
the election, the District
Office will stay open until
5p.m.

Election day, April 14, the
voting location will be the
Staples Community Center,
with polls open from 7 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

Dozens of children attended the Easter Eggstravaganza event, sponsored by the Staples ‘93 Lions, March 28.
Held at the Staples Community Center, the event included a number of games, face painting, prizes, treats, bounce
house and an opportunity to take a photo with the Easter Bunny. (Submitted photos)

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.

www.staplesworld.com
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Staples, Motley declare
day of rest after
solving all the world’s
problems

By Mark Anderson
World Leader

It turns out that living in
a small town is the answer
to all the world’s problems,
according to local coffee
groups. The communities
of Staples and Motley will
be taking a well-earned day
of rest as they recognize
that they have attained
excellence.

Following are some
examples.

The Staples Ministerial
Association has decided to
halt church services the day
after Easter, declaring that
their role of shepherding
the community is complete.

“We’ll probably have to
come back later in the week,
because people might need
us again,” said Roy Miles
of the Staples Ministerial
Association, “But for now,
our job is done.”

They won’t stay idle long
because they have built up
a community that wants
them to continue.

“People like to gather fre-
quently to commune, that’s
one of the perks of having
churches. The theology part
isjust an added bonus,” said
Miles.

While not everyone in
the community attends a
church, we all feel the ben-
efits of the close-knit bonds
formed there and at other
local gatherings.

The photoholic Lions
Clubs of the area are also
taking time to recognize
that they have solved

= Cardiology

N

W

= Orthopedics

Essentia Health

many of the world’s dilem-
mas that manifest in local
conundrums.

“We’re not just photo
junkies who like to see our
picture in the newspaper,”
said Staples Host Lions
President Bob Schafer, “we
actually go over the appli-
cations and provide funding
for projects that we think
benefit our community.”

The Lions will acknowl-
edge this success by
continuing to put their pho-
tographs in the newspaper,
as will all the other commu-
nity groups who might be a
bit more camera-shy.

The local business com-
munity is also taking notice
of how they have everyone
covered.

“If you can’t get it from
a local business, you don’t
need it,” said Staples Cham-
ber of Commerce President
Marlo Corona. “If your
search starts at a local busi-
ness, you can be assured
that you will get personal
treatment and you won’'t
be swindled. Also your per-
sonal data won’t be stolen
and used by unknown forces
to hoodwink you.”

As national economic
forces move up and down,
there is one constant that
stays steady, your local busi-
nesses.

The medical commu-
nity is taking notice of the
advantages of living in a
small town. With multiple
clinics and wellness centers
in the area, locals have the
opportunity to cure what-

Right here, for you.

No matter where life takes you, the care team in Staples is by your side.
We're committed to listening, caring, and delivering the kind of
personalized health care you deserve — every step of the way.

PRIMARY CARE FOR ALL AGES:
= Prenatal and Postpartum Visits
= Women's Health Visits
= Well Child & Teen Visits

SPECIALTY SERVICES:

Call 218-894-7870 or schedule online at EssentiaHealth.org/Schedule

St. Joseph's-Staples Clinic
Monday-Friday: 8 am-4:30 pm
Urgent Care Monday-Friday: 8 am-6 pm

= Adult Preventative Visits
= Welcome to Medicare Visits
= Medicare Annual Wellness Visits

= Physical Therapy

ever ails them.

“Local doctors care about
you personally, more than
you can find anywhere else,”
said one local doctor. “That
does more for healing than
any other remedy.”

The community also has
more quality osteopaths per
capita than any other small
town.

“We’re going to have the
best hips and knees in the
country,” said the doctor.

The health advantages
multiply with the abun-
dance of locally grown pro-
duce, beans, fish and meats.

“There ain’t nothin’
better,” said a local farmer,
“both for your palate and for
your health.”

Community
advantages

Many local people now
realize that this is one of
the world’s best places to
live, partly because of the
advantages mentioned here.

The Staples World has
been following these trends
for the past 135 years and
publishes the transforma-
tional epiphanies every
week.

“For some reason, we
keep having news stories
every week,” said World
muckraker Mark Ander-
son. “There is nothing that
builds community like the
local newspaper, nothing
else comes close.”

For April Fools Day, the
newspaper will continue
to look at the commu-
nity through rose-colored
glasses.

= and more

Staples World
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Motley School building’s sale pending

April Skeesick-Larson of Motley has
made a bid on the former Motley School
building, with hopes of converting it into
a bakery. At the city council meeting this
past March, Skeesick-Larson (a member
of the council as well as being a talented
baker) shared her vision of owning and
operating the largest bakery in the United
States, one that would provide hundreds
of jobs and help put Motley on the map.
Since the building is located near city hall,
it would also make it more convenient for
her to bring treats to council meetings,
Skeesick-Larson said. The council, who
later admitted to being hungry, voted
unanimously in favor of Skeesick-Larson
purchasing the building. There are a few
hoops she must go through first before
her dream becomes a reality, including

having the property rezoned to commer-
cial. In addition, a few concerns have
been voiced by the public, including the
fact that some of Skeesick-Larson’s baked
goods are made with “secret ingredients.”
One Motley resident, a mother with young
children, said she was not comfortable
with that, going on to note the Baldwin
sisters from “The Waltons” who baked
with their secret ingredient, ‘the recipe.’
“And we all know what that meant,” the
woman said. Another concern voiced was
that the building was located across the
street from a church, and that people who
gave up sugar for Lent would have a dif-
ficult time concentrating during services
with the smell of cookies baking next door.
(Photo by Dawn Timbs)

Motley American Legion onates

The Motley American Legion Post
#124 recently donated $1,000 to the
Motley Area Food Shelf (MAFS). From left,
food shelf volunteers Jomyla Choate, Me-
laine Swecker, Jim Kaup; Motley Ameri-
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can Legion member Tom Ladwig; MAFS
Director Jodi Reeck; Motley American Le-
gion member Frank Vasecka; food shelf
volunteers Pearl Dingman, Fran Kokett,
Florence Berndt. (Submitted photo)

Leader Lions donate to food shelf

The Leader Lions recently held a
pancake breakfast at the Leader Commu-
nity Hall, with proceeds ($1,200) donated
to the Motley Area Food Shelf (MAFS).

A

Pictured, from left, Stewart Wiebesick,
Darla Malcore, Deb Alexander, JoAnn
Lund, Linda Johnson, Neal Malcore, Tam-
my Bell. (Submitted photo)

Motley area law enforcement

Recent reports from the
Motley Police Dept. (MPD)
and Morrison County Sher-
iff’s Office (MCSO) included
the following:

March 23 - Motley Police
received a report from

Motley Dairy Queen that
they’d received three bad

checks from a subject total-

ing $86.23.

March 20 - Motley Police
received a juvenile report
from the Staples-Motley

School District.

March 24 - Morrison
County deputies rep-
sponded to a report of a
suicidal subject in Cushing.
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Staples Police report

March 16, Staples Police
notified BNSF of railroad
crossing stop arms down.

March 17, Staples Police
investigated a theft from
Liquor Depot. Suspect is on
camera.

March 18, Staples Police
investigated a report of a
child and a woman smash-
ing windows at a residence
on 8th St NE.

March 19, Staples Police
assisted Lakewood Health
System with a patient.

March 20, Staples Police
spoke with a patient at
Lakewood Health System to
calm them down.

March 21, Staples Police

R5DC continued from page 1a

investigated a report of chil-
dren racing lawnmowers in
an alleyway near Wisconsin
Ave. SE. Police spoke to the
parties involved.

March 21, Staples Police
investigated three vehicles
traveling at a high rate of
speed and unsafe driving
on Dakota Ave. SE and 7th
Street. Police spoke to two
of the possible drivers.

March 21, Staples Police
answered a parking ques-
tion. A semi truck driver
said he is parked along Hwy
210 and is unable to move.
He asked if he could park
there until the next day.
Police advised okay.

Collaboration of regional partners

“Region Five Development Commission has been a long-
time regional partner, and we’re glad to welcome their team
to the Sourcewell building,” said Chad Coauette, chief
executive officer of Sourcewell. “This move underscores
our shared focus on strengthening our region, while main-
taining the independence and unique roles that allow both
organizations to deliver great service to our communities.”

R5DC will continue to deliver comprehensive planning,
economic development, transportation and community
development services to the five-county region without
interruption. All existing programs, services, and points
of contact will remain in place. For more information, visit

www.regionfive.org.

Todd Cty. court report

MARCH 25

Long Prairie Police

Starly Rances Acevedo Guzman,
Long Prairie. Driving without a valid
license for vehicle class or type. Fine
$100. Fee $85.

Jacob Dylan Ashbrook, Royalton.
Speed 37/30. Fine $40. Fee $85.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.

Christopher Garcia Montanez,
Long Prairie. Liquor consumption by
person under 21. Fine $100. Fee
$85.

MN Dept. Natural Resources

Adam William Asmus, Long Prai-
rie. Hunting-Transportation of fire-
arms-loaded firearm. Fine $100. Fee
$85.

Jill Marie Mitchell, Long Prairie.
Game and Fish-licenses-must have
license or proper paperless in per-
sonal possession. Fine $25. Fee
$85.

Dennis Glen Rohde, Burtrum.
ER Big Game-take deer with invalid
bonus permit (before valid). Fine
$100. Fee $85.

Ronald Dean Twardowsli, Long
Prairie. Hunting-Transportation of
firearms-loaded firearm. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

MN State Patrol

Nicholas John Endriss, Backus.
Duty to drive with due care, Fine $40.
Fine $85.

Christopher Ryan Adams Mar-
quell, Pillager. Driving after revoca-
tion. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Cristian Crispin Bautista, Long
Prairie. Speed 70/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Abdirahman Muhumed Hassen,
Moorhead. Speed 89/70. Fine $40.
Fee $75.

Francisco Antonio, Long Prairie.
Hands free Law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Owen Junior Petersen, New
London. Window restriction. Fine
$50. Fee $85. Window tint. Fine
$50. Front & rear license plates
required. Fine $30.

Steven John Sedlacek, Lake
Elmo, Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Dakota Steven Smieja, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 77/60. Fine $60. Fee
$85.

Christine Lee Sowards, Lakefield.
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Michael Benjamin Traxler, Long
Prairie. No or inoperative trailer
brakes. Fine $100. Fee $85. Expired
registration. Fine $30.

Todd County Sheriff

Yvetot Derisier, Browerville.
Speed 70/55. Fine $60. Fee $85.
Driving without a valid license for
class or type. Fine $100.

Alexis Rose Knudson, Motley.
Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Wyatt Gene Lenz, Browerville.
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Owen Richard Winter, Staples.
Window restrictions-tint too dark.
Fine $50. Fee $85. Window restric-
tions. Fine $50. Fee $85.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 10, 2026.

Miguel Gabriel Miranda Diaz,
Long Prairie. Domestic assault. Dis-
missed. Disorderly conduct. Con-
tinued. Local confinement (2 days,
stay O yr O mo O days credit for time
served: 2 days). Supervised proba-
tion, 1 yr. Fine $200.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 11, 2026.

Patricia Rae Lipa, Osakis.
Domestic assault. Continued. Disor-
derly conduct. Continued. Unsuper-
vised probation, 2 days.

Lawrence Joseph Fr. Oberg,
Verndale. Drugs-3rd degree-possess
10 grams or more a narcotic drug
other than heroin or fentanyl. Contin-
ued. Supervised probation, 5 yr. Fine
$500. Fee $75. Drugs-store meth
paraphernalia in the presence of
child or vulnerable adult. Dismissed.
DWI-operate motor vehicle-any
amount Schedule /1l Drugs/metabo-
lite; not Cannabis/hemp. Sentenced.
Local confinement (364 days, stay
0 yr 0 mo 364 days for 4 yr). Super-
vised probation, 4 yr. Fine $500. Fee
$105.

Noel Nancy Roden, Long Prairie.
Traffic-DWI-operate motor vehicle-any

amount Schedule I/Il Drugs/metabo-
lite; not cannabis/hemp. Sentenced.
Local confinement (364 days, stay
0 yr 0 mo 334 days for 4 yr). Super-
vised probation, 4 yr. Fine $400. Fee
$105. Fleeing a Peace Officer by a
means other than a motor vehicle.
Dismissed. Driving after revocation.
Dismissed. 2nd Degree DWI-operate
motor vehicle-alcohol concentration
0.08 within 2 hours. Dismissed. Traf-
fic-DWI-operate motor vehicle under
influence of alcohol. Sentenced.
Local confinement (364 days, stay
0 yr 0 mo 334 days for 4 yr credit
for time served: 3 days). Supervised
probation, 4 yr. Fine $400. Fee $30.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 12, 2026.

Melissa Sue Stoltz, Bertha. 5th
Degree-possess Schedule 1,2,3,4
or paraphernalia residual-not canna-
bis/hemp. Continued. Supervised
probation, 5 yr. 3rd Degree DWI-re-
fuse to submit to chemical test; blood
or urine as required by search war-
rant. Local confinement (364 days,
stay O yr O mo 362 days for 2 yr
credit for time served: 2 days. Super-
vised probation, 2 yr. Fine $600. Fee
$105.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 18, 2026.

Gary Allen Jr. Glockzin, Grey
Eagle. 2nd Degree DWI-Refuse to
submit to chemical test; breath or test
refusal or failure. Sentenced. Local
confinement (364 days, stay 304
days for 4 yr credit for time served:
18 days. Supervised probation, 4 yr.
Fine $1000. Fee $105. No insur-
ance. Local confinement (90 days
credit for time served: 18 days). Fine
$200. Speed 80/60. Dismissed.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 17, 2026.

Austyn Lee Laporte, Staples. Col-
lision with unattended vehicle-notify
victim or police. Local confinement
(90 days, stay O yr 0 mo 90 days
for 1 year). Unsupervised probation,
1 yr. Fleeing a Peace Officer in a
Motor Vehicle. Dismissed. Drugs-5th
degree-possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 or
paraphernalia residual-not Cannabis/
hemp. Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (365 days, stay O yr 0 mo 359
days for 5 yr credit for time served:
6 days). Supervised probation, 5 yr.
Fine $175. Drugs-5th degree-pos-
sess Schedule 1,2,3,4 or parapher-
nalia residual-not Cannabis/hemp.
Traffic-Drivers license-driving after
cancellation. Dismissed. All-Terrain
Vehicle-operation on roads and rights
of way prohibited. Dismissed. All-Ter-
rain Vehicle-speed. Dismissed.

Michael Allyn Fitzherbert, Brow-
erville. Fleeing a Peace Officer in a
motor vehicle. Dismissed. Theft of
motor fuel from retailer. Local con-
finement (90 days, stay O yr O mo 61
days for 1 yr credit for time served:
29 days). Unsupervised probation,
1 yr. Fine $50. Fee $152.87. Theft.
Dismissed.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Gary R.
Larson Seventh District Court
in Todd County March 13, 2026.

Jeffrey Scott Covington, Long
Prairie. Drugs-5th degree-possess
Schedule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia
residual-not Cannabis/hemp. Con-
tinued. Supervised probation, 4 yr.
Fine $300. DWI-operate motor vehi-
cle-any amount Schedule I/1l Drugs/
Metabolite; not Cannabis/hemp.
Dismissed. DWI-Operate motor vehi-
cle-any amount Schedule I/1l drugs/
metabolite; not Cannabis/hemp.
Sentenced. Local confinement (364
days, stay O yr 0 mo 334 days for
4 yr credit for time served). Super-
vised probation, 4 yr. Fine $305. Fee
$105.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 13, 2026.

Alexandria Anae Gaston, Waite
Park. Obstruct legal interfere w/
Peace Officer. Dismissed. Disorderly
conduct. Continued. Unsupervised
probation, 1 yr. Fine $50. Fee $75.
Driving after revocation. Dismissed.

o,

75 Years Aco - 1951

oMarch 29,1951 - Miloand
Jerry Martin of Seward,.
Alaska have returned to
their home there after being
called by the serious ill-
ness of their mother, Mrs.
George Martin.

Mrs. Martin suffered a
heart attack, and was con-
fined to the Staples Munic-
ipal Hospital for over two
weeks, but returned to her
home on March 23.

Bob Martin of Egashik,
Alaska, is in Staples now
with his mother, as well as
Mrs. Martin’s two sisters,
Mrs. John Swafford of Van-
couver, Wash., and Miss Mil-
dred Harkcom of Chicago.

o March 29, 1951 - Icy
roads were blamed for an
auto accident on Highway
No. 3 south of Staples early
Saturday morning, March

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -

24 when Richard Voss and
Gordon Messer were both
injured as their car left the
road when it struck an icy
spot on the highway.

o March 29, 1951 - Tuesday
afternoon while working
on a 1950 Ford at the Farm-
ers Qil Station at the west
end of Second Avenue, Bob
Lorentz suffered a severe
laceration and broken bone
of the ring finger of his
right hand.

Bob had serviced the car,
and was letting the trunk
door down when the door
slipped out of his hands,
and before he could get his
right hand out of the way
the accident had happened.

He was rushed to the
Staples Municipal hospital
where treatment was imme-
diately given with the hopes
of saving the finger of his
hand.

o March 29, 1951 - Prac-
tices are going forward for
the annual senior class play
of the Motley high school,
to be presented April 5 and 6.

The play is titled, “Des-
perate Ambrose,” a three-
act comedy.

Members of the cast
include Douglas Stevenson,
Stanley Riggs, Donald Frisk,
Richard Rasmussen, Wayne
Alt, Charles Blake, Joan
Trout, Elaine Bjelde, Aline
Corey, Margaret Shequen,
Berna Gelhar and Darlene
Hanson.

50 Years Ago - 1976

o March 25, 1976 - Melanie
Fuller, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Melvin Fuller, rural
Staples, was crowned the
1976 Sweetheart of the Sta-
ples Chapter of the Future
Farmers of America at cor-
onation ceremonies last Sat-
urday evening in the Staples
Auditorium.

A senior at Sta-
ples High school, Miss
Fuller was selected by
a popular vote of the
FFA members, competing
against five other candi-
dates, namely Sue Becker,
Nan Bendson, Rosalie
Goeden, Jane Olander and
Judy Salber.

o March 25, 1976 - Rodney
Tepley of rural Staples was
the winner of the 340 cc
Super Stock World Cham-
pionship at the snowmo-
bile races held in Ironwood,
Mich., March 5-7.

Wednesday, April 1, 2026
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Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from 2001. Do you know who
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory

to share? Email your answers and where

Tepley operated a
Yamaha and participated
in races just about every
week throughout the
season. There were about
50 machines in the 340 cc
Super Stock class at the
Ironwood event.

o March 25, 1976 - Chris
Longbella and Kevin
Crocker were named as
co-captains of the Cardi-
nal Cross-Country team at
Staples High School for the
1976 season.

Both are veteran mem-
bers of the C-C team, which
last year had such a success-
ful season, finishing third
in the State Cross-Country
meet. Chris is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. C. Richard Long-
bella, and Kevin is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon
Crocker.

o March 25, 1976 - Bruce
Crocker, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon Crocker, was
honored Sunday afternoon
at the annual Cardinal
Cross-Country banquet by
being named the recipient
of the Joe Hirschey Memo-
rial Award.

Each year, the boy’s
Cross-Country runners
select the runner who they
feel sets the best example of
what a good distance runner
really is, and this year
Bruce Crocker was chosen
by his teammates.

o March 25, 1976 - Duane
Emery, a freshman at Motley
High school, led the Motley
FFA livestock judging team
to a seventh place finish in
the district contest. Duane
placed fifth individually in
placing two classes each of
hogs, beef and sheep plus
market grading a pen of
beef and hogs. The contest
was held March 16, on the
campus of North Dakota
State University and at the
West Fargo Stockyards.

o March 25, 1976 - The
members of the Staples Fire
Department were called out
on two separate occasions
during the past week.

About 10 a.m. Saturday,
March 20, the firemen were
called to the rural residence
of Robert H. Weishalla,
located about four miles
south of Staples Leo Fahn-
lander, fire chief, said that a
chimney fire was evident at
the home.

The fire alarm sounded in
Staples about 4 a.m. Sunday,
March 21, calling the depart-
ment to a car which was on
fire on fifth Street S.E. The

MFU to hold People’s

Town Hall

Minnesota Farmers
Union (MFU) is sponsoring
a People’s Town Hall free
and open to the public April
8 from 10:30 a.m. to noon
at Great River Regional
Library, 108 NE 3rd St.,
Little Falls, to hear from
members and other inter-
ested community members.

“Across the state, Min-
nesotans are coping with
challenges and managing
uncertainty. Grocery prices
keep rising while the prices
paid to farmers are stag-
nant or falling and some
farmers are struggling to
get financing to plant a crop
this spring. Health care
premiums jumped again in
the new year, forcing some
people to go without health
insurance because they

can’t afford to pay the pre-
mium. At the same time, it’s
getting harder just to access
healthcare with clinic clo-
sures happening across the
state. Now some families
are afraid to leave their
home to go to work or even
school,” said MFU Pres-
ident Gary Wertish. “We
want to hear directly from
MFU members and others
on how elected officials at
the state and federal level
can help them meet their
needs and build strong
rural communities.”
Meetings are being
planned for numerous loca-
tions around the state. See
mfu.org/events for more
information. Pre-registra-
tion is requested at bit.ly/
PeoplesTownHall.

auto belonged to George
Lovstad, rural Staples.

25 YEears Aco - 2001

o March 29, 2001 - “Of all
the Class AA teams in the
state, all but two would like
to be here where we are.”

That was the message
Coach Lynn Peterson used
in the six hours he had to
prepare the cardinals to
play in the Class AA third
place game Saturday at
noon.

“I stressed how disap-
pointing our play was in the
third place game a year ago.
We never got going in that
game.”

Peterson’s psychology
lesson apparently worked,
as the Cards go off to a 179
lead and had three players
scoring in double figures
on the way to a 48-42 win in
the 2001 third place game.
That win meant the team
members not only got a big
trophy, they also received
individual medals as third
place champs.

o March 29, 2001 - Last
Thursday, March 22, an
explosive device was dis-
covered in the mail box of a
Todd County deputy sheriff.

The device was discov-
ered by a rural mail car-
rier who was delivering the
day’s mail.

The bomb squad from
Crow Wing County was
summoned to the scene
and disarmed the device.
An investigation continues
with the assistance of the

you're from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The
answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

United States Postal Inspec-
tion Service, the FBI and
the Todd County Sheriff’s
Dept.

o March 29, 2001 - Ken
and Patty Berg, Staples
were recently recognized
as Wadena County’s Farm
Family of the Year.

o March 29, 2001 - Ephrem
Shaffer, a fifth grader at
Sacred Heart School in
Staples, will be among 42
winners of their regional
spelling bees to compete
April 3, in the Minnesota
State Spelling Bee. It will be
held at St. John’s University
at Collegeville.

Shaffer, son of Bob and
Kathy Shaffer of rural Sta-
ples, finished in first place
in the regional spelling
bee, beating out students
from the sixth, seventh and
eighth grades. His last two
words, which he spelled cor-
rectly to win the title, were
onyx and dereliction.

Sue Nanik of North Cen-
tral Service Cooperative in
Staples, is the state coordi-
nator of the spelling bee.

10 Years Aco - 2016

o March 31, 2016 - The
Staples Motley High School
Music Department will
perform the musical “Any-
thing Goes” at Centennial
Auditorium in Staples April
7 - 10. The play, featuring
the music of Cole Porter,
is directed by SMHS alum
Matthew R. Olsen, with
musical direction by Steve
Hoemberg.

Mystery solved

Last week’'s mystery photo published in the May
1, 1969 edition of the Staples World featured the three
top winners in the Pinewood Derby conducted by the
Staples Cub Scouts. Steve Mertens (left) was the
grand champion, with Jeff Barrett (center) receiving
the second placing and Jamie Kujawa (right) finishing
third. A total of 53 Cub Scouts participated in the event.

Steve’s Auto Salvage

& G&L Service

! oTires (New & Used)
- eTubes *Belts
*AG Tires *Bulbs *Qil *Anfifreeze
eUsed Auto Parts

218-445-6885 * Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

Staples ¥, \World

The Staples World office,
Located: 207 4th St. NE
open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon.
*For afternoon availability,
call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy
deadline is Friday, noon.
The office closes at noon on Friday.
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Letters to the Editor

o

Vote for long-
term health of
schools

Residents of the Sta-
ples-Motley School District
are being asked to vote on
an important school refer-
endum that affects our stu-
dents, our community, and
our tax dollars. I encourage
voters to carefully consider
the facts and vote yes.

A “yes” vote allows the
district to address neces-
sary building repairs and
improvements without in-
creasing local property tax-
es. These repairs are not
optional. Voting yes also en-
ables the district to receive
matching funds from the
state, maximizing the value
of our local investment.

If the referendum fails,
these repairs will still need
to be made. The difference
is that without voter approv-
al, the district would lose ac-

O

cess to state matching funds.
Taxpayers will be responsi-
ble for more of the cost.

A yes vote keeps our tax
rate steady, leverages state
dollars, and protects the
long-term health of our
schools.

Strong schools are the
heart of a strong communi-
ty. Join me in voting yes for
ISD 2170.

Christine Albrecht
Staples, MN

o

Donate Life
Month for
organ donors

April is National Donate
Life Month, a time to hon-
or the generosity of organ,
eye and tissue donors and
to celebrate the lives saved
through transplantation. In
2021, I had the privilege of
donating one of my kidneys
to help a family member. As
a living donor, and family
member of a transplant re-
cipient, I want to help clear

up two common myths that
prevent people from regis-
tering as donors.

Myth #1: “I’'m too old to
donate.” In reality, there is
no age limit to registering
as an organ, eye and tissue
donor. Doctors evaluate
each potential donor indi-
vidually. The oldest organ
donor was 100 years old.

Myth #2: “I'm not healthy
enough to be a donor.” Most
health conditions do not
prevent someone from reg-
istering. Medical teams
determine what can be do-
nated at the time of passing.
Even people with chronic

O

conditions (like diabetes) or
past cancer diagnosis can
save lives.

You can learn more about
organ and tissue donation,
and register at Life-Source.
org or check the box next
time you renew your license.

I hope my story encour-
ages others to take a mo-
ment this month to regis-
ter as donors and talk with
their families about their
wishes. One decision can
save and heal 75-plus lives.

Britta (Binek) Kolodziej
Pillager, Minn.

Letter to the editor policy

Letters to the editor must include the
name of the person writing, city of resi-
dence and contact information in order to
check the veracity of the letter.

The Staples World has received a couple
of letters that we can not print because
the person sending it did not include their
name or other identifying information.

Quote of the week

“You can cut all the flowers but you cannot
keep spring from coming.”
— Pablo Neruda

Bill boosts rural housing

From the office of Senator
Tina Smith

U.S. Senator Tina Smith,
a member of the Senate
Housing Subcommittee, an-
nounced that one of her ma-
jor bipartisan bills aimed
at combatting America’s
housing crisis was included
in a package that passed the
Senate in an 89-10 vote. Sen-
ator Smith’s bipartisan Ru-
ral Housing Service Reform
Act was included in the 21st
Century ROAD to Housing
Act, the first comprehensive
housing supply legislation
in 30 years.

“Without a safe, afford-
able place to live, nothing
else in your life works. The
lack of decent housing in
this country is a choice that
we’re making, but with this
package, we’re choosing a
different path,” said Sen-
ator Smith. “For the first
time in decades, the Senate
is taking bipartisan action
to cut red tape so we can
build more housing and
lower costs for Americans.”

Senator Smith’s biparti-
san Rural Housing Service
Reform Act would preserve
up to 400,000 affordable

homes in small towns and
rural communities across
the country, and more than
9,000 units in Minnesota, by
making commonsense up-
dates to programs at the US-
DA'’s Rural Housing Service
for the first time in decades.
The bill was included in the
final package that passed
the Senate.

In addition to Senator
Smith’s Rural Housing Ser-
vice Reform Act, the pack-
age included a number of
bills Senator Smith cospon-
sored and supported, in-
cluding:

Whole-Home Repairs
Act: Authorizes a pilot pro-
gram to help thousands of
working families afford es-
sential, costly home repairs
through grants and forgiv-
able loans.

Choice in Affordable
Housing Act: Expands
access to federal govern-
ment’s largest rental assis-
tance program for afford-
able housing.

HOME Investment Part-
nerships Program Reautho-
rization and Reform Act:
Makes critical updates to
the largest federal afford-
able housing block grants
to keep pace with the rising
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cost of living and to make
the program more efficient.

PRICE Act: Helps pre-
serve, protect and stabilize
manufactured housing com-
munities by permanently
reauthorizing HUD’s Pres-
ervation and Reinvestment
Initiative for Community
Enhancement program.

The 21st Century ROAD
to Housing Act doesn’t just
boost housing supply. The
legislation also addresses
big corporations’ strangle-
hold on America’s housing
market by banning large
institutional investors
from purchasing certain
single-family homes. A full
list of legislative items in-
cluded in the package can
be found here.

Senator Smith has held
numerous hearings and
championed legislation
focused on a wide array
of housing issues, such
as addressing homeless-
ness, incentivizing housing
construction, investing in
rural and Tribal communi-
ties, eliminating health and
safety hazards in homes,
and fighting against private
equity and other bad actors
pushing up the cost of hous-
ing.

/E,‘Opinion
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Car tabs, property taxes
hurt family budgets

By Mike Wiener
Minnesota House of
Representatives

I want to take a moment
to talk about an issue that
many Minnesotans have
been facing, affordability.

One of the first things
is the rising cost of car tab
fees.

If you’ve recently pur-
chased a newer vehicle,
you’ve likely experienced
just how expensive regis-
tration tabs have become.
Even for those who haven’t
bought a new car, these
costs continue to climb, put-
ting additional pressure on
family budgets.

This is especially con-
cerning because these types
of fees are often regressive,
meaning they hit lower- and
middle-income Minneso-
tans the hardest. At a time
when the cost of living is
already high, adding more
financial burden through

increased fees is simply not
the right approach.

There is legislation be-
ing brought forward to ad-
dress these concerns and
take a closer look at how
these fees are structured. I
believe it’s important that
we find solutions that are
fair, transparent, and do not
place unnecessary strain on
hardworking Minnesotans.

Property Taxes

Property taxes continue
to be a major concern for
across our state.

Many Minnesotans have
seen significant increases
in their property tax bills
in recent years. For families
on fixed incomes, seniors,
and first-time homeowners,
these increases can be es-
pecially difficult to manage.
Even renters are impacted,
as higher property taxes of-
ten lead to higher rent costs.

Property taxes should be
predictable and reasonable

not a growing burden that
makes it harder for people
to stay in their homes. We
need to focus on real relief
and House Democrats want
to hike up taxes even more
at a time when people are
already struggling.

I will continue working
toward solutions that pro-
vide meaningful property
tax relief and protect home-
owners and small business-
es from unsustainable in-
creases.

The reality is, many peo-
ple across our state are ask-
ing the same question: when
is enough enough? Families
are already dealing with
rising costs in nearly every
area of life from groceries
to energy bills and they de-
serve relief, not more finan-
cial pressure.

I will continue to advo-
cate for policies that protect
taxpayers and promote fair-
ness across the board. We
can and must do better.

Fertilizer costs soaring

By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

With many crop fertiliz-
ers and fertilizer materials
trapped by Iran’s strangle-
hold on the Strait of Hor-
muz, the Trump admin-
istration has sought out
countries that can produce
or supply backup fertilizers
for American farmers fac-
ing soaring fertilizer costs
as they ramp up for spring
plantings, reports Skylar
Woodhouse of Farm Prog-
ress. American farmers al-
ready face economic head-
winds from slowed trade
with China, high fertilizer
and fuel prices, high labor
costs, and farm worker
shortages.

White House National
Economic Council Director
Kevin Hassett told report-
ers earlier this week that
the Trump administra-
tion was looking for ways
to minimize U.S. fertilizer
shortages. “Hassett said
the U.S. has ‘established
licenses for Venezuela to
produce more fertilizer,’
and has held discussions
with Morocco,” Woodhouse
writes.

Reuters reported that
roughly 30% of the world’s
nitrogen fertilizer supply
would normally go through
the Strait of Hormuz. Wood-
house reports, “One facility
in Qatar had produced so
much fertilizer that it sup-
plied ‘maybe about 20%’ of
the U.S. market, according
to Hassett. The Iran con-
flict has mostly shut the key
Strait of Hormuz passage
for ships.”

A March 13 letter from
the American Soybean
Association, the National
Corn Growers Association,
and other organizations
asked fertilizer manufac-
turers Mosaic and Sim-
plot to rescind their sup-
port for countervailing
duties on phosphate fertil-
izer imports from Morocco
and Russia, which contrib-
uted to spiking fertilizer
costs even before the Irani-
an conflict.

As the war with Iran
continues, farming fertil-
izer isn’t the only pivotal
import that relies on trans-
port through the Middle
East. Alexander Osipovich
of The Wall Street Journal
reports, “A protracted con-

flict with Iran could curtail
exports of many inputs
into the global supply chain.
. ranging from agriculture
to chemicals and pharma-
ceuticals.”
Osipovich includes a list
from Barclays analysts on

“some key non-energy prod-

ucts exported from nine
Middle Eastern countries
affected by the conflict.”
It’s shared below.

* 62% of limestone flux,
which is used in construc-
tion and is primarily sent
to India

« 47% of sulfur, used for
fertilizers and chemicals

« 28% of acyclic alcohols
and derivatives, used as in-
dustrial chemicals and as
fuel additives, and mostly
exported to China

« 23% of polymers of eth-
ylene, used in plastics man-
ufacturing

» 23% of nitrogenous fer-
tilizers, used in agriculture

* 20% of diamonds, with
key processing hubs in Is-
rael and the United Arab
Emirates, though they are
mined elsewhere

« 18% of unwrought alu-
minum

Klobuchar advocates for
E15 to curb fuel costs

Letter from U.S. Senator
Amy Klobuchar to President
Donald Trump

Dear President Trump,

As the Ranking Member
of the Senate Agriculture
Committee, I write to ask
that you immediately use
your administrative author-
ity to allow drivers across
the country to use E15 fuel
year-round. This is a no-
cost, immediate step your
administration can take to
help curb rising domestic
fuel costs as the war in Iran
continues.

As you know, Ameri-
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can-made biofuels are a
readily available energy
solution that offers consum-
ers affordable options at
the pump. E15 plays an im-
portant role in supporting
farmers, strengthening ru-
ral economies and provid-
ing consumers with more
affordable fuel options. On
average, E15 is saving driv-
ers about $0.25 per gallon
compared to conventional
E10 blends. This savings
can be even greater with
higher ethanol blends like
E30 and E85.

In the past as now, year-
round E15 has had bipar-
tisan support and should
be included in law, and in
particular in a Farm Bill.
While I ask for your support
for a permanent legislative
fix, I also ask that you im-
mediately use your execu-
tive authority to allow for
year-round E15 this year.

Year-round E15 is also
good for our national secu-
rity. The U.S. ethanol indus-
try currently has the capac-
ity to produce 18.5 billion
gallons per year, enough to
replace the volume of crude
oil that originates in the
Middle East and traverses
the Strait of Hormuz nearly
fivefold. Ethanol can quick-
ly and economically fill the
market void created by ship-
ping disruptions in the Mid-
dle East.

Since the outbreak of
war in Iran began, gas pric-
es have also risen sharply,
selling today at a nation-

wide average of $3.97 per
gallon — up from $2.95 one
month ago. Higher blends
of biofuels, as well as bio-
diesel, renewable diesel and
sustainable aviation fuel
displace a greater share of
imported oil each time they
are chosen by consumers.
Preserving the option for
American drivers to select
E15 throughout the busy
summer driving season will
benefit our families and
businesses.

Granting a year-round
waiver would ensure a sta-
ble fuel supply, reduce pric-
es at the pump, and support
farmers who are struggling
with low commodity prices.
This action would provide
certainty to fuel producers,
retailers and consumers.
Committing to this policy
now will send a market sig-
nal of certainty and stabili-
ty to fuel retailers currently
or considering selling E15
this year.

While E15 is one of many
solutions that can contrib-
ute to our nation’s broader
response to rising energy
prices, it is a crucial way
to utilize the strength of
American agriculture that
would immediately lower
costs on consumers, bol-
ster energy security and
show that the United States
is committed to reducing
our dependence on foreign
sources of energy.

Thank you for your swift
consideration of this re-
quest.

Quote of the week
“There never was a good
war or a bad peace.”
— Benjamin Franklin
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EXClted for the Easter Eggstravaganza

PreSchool Storytime held at Staples Public Library

The Staples Public Library featured
frog stories, flannel board and frog crafts
at the March PreSchool Storytime pro-

Public Library.

Above, left to right: Alana Runge,
Wyatt and Gwenyth Davis, Ellen, Stetson
and Annie Van Vickle, Gwen Vanek, Addi-

gram. Register to attend Storytime by call-
ing the library, 218-894-1401. Next date
is April 15 at 10:30 a.m. The program is
sponsored by the Staples Friends of the

The Denning siblings from Staples Asher Denning. The event was sponsored
were excited for the Easter Eggstravagan- by the Staples ‘93 Lions Club. (Staples
za event March 28, at the Staples Com- World photo by Dawn Timbs)
munity Center. From left, Luca, Owen and

son Mast, Olivia Vanek and Alida Hanson.
(Submitted photo)
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Lions Club donates

The Staples Host Lions Club recently made sev-
eral donations to area organizations, including $200 to
Wadena Hockey; and $500 to Freshwater Education
District for their Spring Fling. Pictured above, from
left, are Caroline Harrison with Wadena Hockey and
Staples Host Lion Blaine Quast. Below, from left, are
Staples Host Lion Blaine Quast and Eric Weber, Fresh-

water Education District.
Dawn Timbs)

(Staples World photos by

Apr. 2

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-

wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/

join-a-walk/locations/sta-

ples-minnesota

Apr. 3

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-

ery Meening Fridays in per-

son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

Apr. 5

CEeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
Meerings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist

for all classiiied

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Staples World

Child abuse prevention month

Todd County Health and
Human Services

April is National Child

Abuse Prevention Month.
This month and through-

out the year, Todd County

Health and Human Ser-
vices encourage all individ-

uals and organizations to
play a role in making Todd
County a healthy place for
children and families. By
ensuring that parents have
the knowledge, skills and
resources they need to care
for their children, we can
help prevent child abuse

and neglect by making
meaningful connections
with children, youth and

families in our communi-

ties. We know child mal-
treatment is a preventable
problem. All adults play a
role in building the safe,
stable, nurturing homes
and environments needed

for the healthy develop-
ment of our future genera-

tion of parents, leaders and
community members.
Report any child abuse,
suspected child abuse or
neglect if you believe that
a child’s health or safety is

Faith Lutheran Church

Holy Week Services

April 2, 6:30pm Maundy Thursday “The Last Supper”
April 3, 12:00pm Good Friday “Passion Drama”
April 5, 6:30am Sunrise Service “He Is Risen!”
9:00am Easter Celebration Service

jeopardized due to abuse.

Contact the child protec-

tive services agency in your
county.

Community
Connection Night
Join Todd County Health

and Human Services on
Thursday, April 20 for the

Annual Community Con-

nection Event at the First
Baptist Church in Long
Prairie. A free meal will
be provided, community
resource fair and activities
for the whole family.

Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,
Motley.

Apr. 7

OLp Time Dance is held
the first Tuesday of every
month at the Wadena VFW.
For information, call 218-
639-0132.

Rusy’s Pantry Will be held
Tuesday, Apr. 7, from 4:30 -
6 p.m. at the parking lot of
Central Lakes College in
Staples.

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hopre AA croupr MTas IN Sta-
pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Food Shelf donatlon

The Motley American Legion recently donated
$1,000 to the Staples Area Food Shelf (SAFS). Above,
food shelf volunteer Charlene Sauer accepts the check
from Frank Vasecka, Motley American Legion member.
(Submitted photo)
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Understanding the Ballot Language for the

April 14, 2026 Referendum

As our community prepares to vote on the Staples-Motley School District bond
referendum, we have received additional questions about the ballot wording. One
phrase in particular is causing confusion.

The final sentence on the ballot states that “by voting “yes” on this ballot question, you
are voting for a property tax increase.” However, the proposed plan would be tax-neutral

if approved.

This language was not chosen by the school district. It is required by state law.
Unfortunately, this is the way the law reads — any tax proposal for a school bond has to
use this wording, no matter whether the result for taxpayers is a tax increase, decrease
or no change. In this case, the district plans to replace existing debt as it is paid off,

not increase the debt.

The school board wants to keep investing in facilities to keep up with maintenance and
educational changes, so April 2026 was chosen for a referendum because existing
building debt is about to be paid off. If the referendum passes, the tax impact would be
equal to the amount of tax reduction from the expiring debt.

Example: $20.00 for new bonds - $20.00 for expiring bonds = No increase in the tax

rate.

There is no question that the statement at the bottom of the ballot is confusing. There is
a bill at the Legislature that would change the ballot language in some of these
situations. For now, we hope this explanation makes it clear to voters that the actual net
tax impact will be neutral if the April referendum passes.

Ultimately, our local residents have a decision to make — should we keep investing in
our school buildings at the same tax rate as we do today? Learn more at
SpreadingOurWings.org, and remember to vote on or before Tuesday, April 14.

--Paid for by Idependent School District #2170 (Staples-Motley) State of Minnesota
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEWOOD
HEALTH SYSTEM.

O

Staples Area Church Director)y

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor

Sunday Worship e 9:30 0,

Sunday School .....ovvvrrrrrrrrnns 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA. .o 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
LT VT F— 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service........... 10:30 a.m.
Children's Church (Kids start in main
worship service) . 1lam,
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. After school fo 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples........... 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship..........oocererreee 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
Adult Bible Study......co...oorcrree 6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson

Sunday Worship Service .............. 9:00a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship..........occeve. 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

(017 S, 218-631-1598
info@marysacc.org

Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 =~

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNaY....c.ueeuereerrcrmenmeenrenens 8:30a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship.... —z |
Sabbath School......oocecervrrces 10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 2515t Ave., Staples.d........ 218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
Sunday Worship............occvee 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH.........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples........... 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koghler
Sunday Divine Servie ................ 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..218-894-2248
Sunday Worship...........occrecreees 10:30 a.m.
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA................... 218-837-5831
ire227@yahoo.com
Sunday Worship..........veverrcnes 8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN
320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship..........oocererrrnree 9:00 a.m.
Communion......c........ Ist and 2nd Sunday

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449

www lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ......ooevrvrereee 10:00 a.m.
Cushing Baptist

26298 Bear Rd., Cushing

Pastor Dan Holmes 320-749-2583

Sunday School ... o 9:30 0.,
1] 10:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Bible study ...oocoverreererernrrrrns 7:30 p.m.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader ... 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister

of Word.and Sacrament

Sunday Worship

January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School.........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466..........crocerree 218-352-6388
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship........ 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
facebook ive......o.ooeerrreerrrrre 9am.
WEDNESDAY

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.......ccc.vcverrcnes 9:30 a.m.

St. Michael Catholic Church

280 Tst Ave S, Motley................ 218-631-1598

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Saturday ... 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)

United Methodist

Pastor Greg Leslie

www.motleyume.net
Sunday Worship Service............. 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA meeting................ 8:00 p.m.
Oylen

Oylen Alliance

(ty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday School ...oc.ocveerrrrrren 10:00 a.m.
T T — 11:00 a.m
Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship........c.ocvevvrrens 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
8:30 a.m.
Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 fo Cty. 104.

218-746-3839
Sunday School ..
Worship............
Sunday Worship
WEDNESDAY

First Baptist

903 River Street South, Pillager

Pastor Jake Anderson

218-746-3768

cwrious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering .................. 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point.......c...coooee. 9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
Sunday School —r I
Sunday Worship..... 10:45 a.m.

WEDNESDAY PRAYER.............ccccccc 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship.........co.ovevve 10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship.........ccoeverren 10:30 .m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship.......cc.eeeerrrnnee 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer........
Worship Service
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups ..oc.oveeverrrrrrrrn 6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship..........occercrrreree 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School . .10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night.....ooc.ecoeerrerrsrres 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship..........oocererrreree 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study.......ocvoerrererereen 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship..........occererrnree 9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952

Sunday SErvicee ..oo.ovverrrrsren 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study.. .. 10:30 a.m.
St. Frederick Catholic Church

20 Mason Avenue NW
L L—— 218-631-1598
info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
MASS: Saturday — oevererererene 6:00 p.m

St. Hubert Catholic Church

311V 218-631-1598

info@marysacc.org

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310 Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday Service......10:30a.m. 1. (Dec. - April
Saturday .........o.... 4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sunday Worship........eevecrrsreees 10:00 a.m.

St. Ann'’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNGaY..vvvrvrvrerrersnrnrrns 10 2.
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Carol Kramer

Carol Jean (Beers)
Kramer of Motley, passed
away March 26, 2026.

Services will be held at a
later date.

Carol Jean was born
April 24, 1943, the daughter
of Paul and Mary (DeGeest)
Beers in Motley.

On May 11, 1963, she
married Ronald Kramer in
Little Falls. They resided in
Minneapolis for a few years
before establishing their
home in Elk River/Anoka.
For over two decades, she
dedicated her career to
working as a librarian
at Elk River Elementary
School. In retirement, she
and Ron settled in Motley
in their custom-built home
overlooking the Crow Wing
River.

Carol Jean and Ron cher-
ished many years spent
in Arizona during their

two grandsons, Jesse (Crys-
tal) and Arron (Vanessa);
one granddaughter, Katie
(Steve) and six great-grand-
children.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
one sister, Bonnie Farber.

Carol Jean was deeply
loved by all who knew her.

“How is My Communication Going?”

Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

A Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary (1989) def-
inition of “communication “ is: “The imparting or
exchange of thoughts, opinions or information by
speech, writing or signs.”

Am | alone in struggling to promote good com-
munication by my own example? | think on our
better days we would all agree that good, whole-
some and truth-filled communication is needed
and worthy of going after. But why can it at times
be such a struggle?

Let’s first begin with the foundation of commu-
nication and then move into applying that foun-
dation to each one of our lives of communication.

Genesis 1:3 is where it really all starts. This
third verse begins to explain how God spoke ev-
erything into existence. Folks, are you with me on
how far beyond our comprehension that reality is
that God’s very word has crating power?! There’s
nothing this universe that isn’t the direct result of
God’s speaking it into existence from what can
be seen in the electron microscope to the outer
space images from the Hubble Space Telescope
and beyond. It’s all here because God spoke it
into existence. That alone should humbly moti-
vate us to care about our communication quality
but there’s more...much more!

In a very much connected way, Genesis 1 and
The Gospel of John 1, describe together, the cre-
ating Word of God and now the saving Word of
God. John 1:1 (NIV) says, “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God and the
Word was God.” We get a rich flavor of how One
God is Father and Son (with other references to
Holy Spirit as the True God that He is in His one-
ness. | know, that too is beyond my comprehen-
sion, but is yet true and life-giving!).

So, what is an application as we think about
the foundation of communication? Among other
things, communication is from God and belongs
to God. God’s ownership of communication is
alone reason enough for you and me to care
deeply about what, how and why we communi-
cate anything. (And as in all good communica-
tion, listening precedes it all!)

So, on a practical level, the Bible in Proverbs
10:19, 13:3, 16:24, 18:21 and 21:23 along with
James 3:3-12 are good places to start for our
reflection on the power of the tongue for better or
worse. Let Colossians 4:6 permeate our commu-
nication: “Let your conversation be always full of
grace seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how to answer everyone.”

1 'a
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winters. They made new
friends, relished golfing,
ATV riding, and dancing.
Carol Jean is survived
by her husband, Ronald;
one son, Douglas (Shelly);
one daughter, Holly (Greg);

Her memory will be cher-
ished and she will be deeply
missed.
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Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial

FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

30 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
| or218-640-2341

Life Currents Policy

To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit
events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci)
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday,
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age,
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of
the funeral home handling the arrangements.

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

« Fair Cash Offer + No House Repairs

: * Quick Closing  + Simple Home Sale
Liz BUHS * No Realtor Fees + Convenient Closing Date

Call (844) 978-0683

Anyone can say they can fix it,
only we guarantee it...for life!
* Basement Waterproofing
* Foundation Repair
* Crawl! Space Repair

STRUCTURE
WARRANTY

Schedule your
free inspection:

(844) 839-1112

SAFEBASEMENTS“

* (ertainterms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details. Contractor D BC807773
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Golfers get outdoors

The Staples-Motley golf teams took advantage of
some good weather on March 25, taking some driving
range swings at The Vintage in Staples, above, while
some of the varsity golfers were able to get out on

the course, below. This week, weather predictions are
expected to send the golfers back inside for practice.
(Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Track teams
run indoor
conference

meet

The Staples-Motey track
and field teams started their
season with the Heart O
Lakes Conference indoor
meet on March 25 at Concor-
dia in Moorhead.

Adrian Gomez, Noah
Larson and Jesus Gallardo
started the season with
a bang by winning their
events.

Gomez launched a per-
sonal best in the shot put,
sending it more than 48 feet.

Larson set a personal
best in the 55 meter hurdles,
establishing the fastest time
in the state thus far early in
the season at 8.39.

Gallardo won the long
jump by leaping 18’8”.

“We had some great per-
formances with our young
team,” said Coach Bruce
Fuhrman. “Our three event
winners shined, but some
younger athletes were fun
to watch, specifically Alexis
Odden, Angel Luna, Sophia
Luna, Elise Trif, and Lucy
Maros to single several out.

Girls results

Heart O Lakes Conference
indoor meet

55 meter dash: 4. Sophia
Luna 7.97, 10. Lucille Maros
8.20, 11. Chadia Schultz 8.30, 36
Iva Hinson 8.85, 44. Lily Davis
9.12

4x200 relay: 6. Hinson,
Maros, Schultz, Luna 2:00

1,600: 8. Elise Trif 6:26, 11.

Suhaila Mikhaeil 6:44
55 hurdles: 6. Abby
Brichacek 11.33

24. Maci Mithun 1:28

800: 10. Alexa Odden 3:05

Shot put: 3. Annie Schlosser
30°4.25”, 21. Josie Jennissen
23’9.25”, 27. Chadia Schultz
22’10.75”, 37. Gemma Fairbanks
19’4.75”

High jump: 8. Maros 4°3”

Long jump: 19. Davis 12’3.5”

Triple jump: 9. Brichacek
27°10.75”

Boys results

Heart O Lakes Conference
indoor meet

4x800 relay: 5. Andrew
Dobson, Angel Luna, Jackson
Odden, Spencer Olsen 10:07

55 meter dash: 52. Adrian
Gomez 7.95, 56. William Lange
8.10, 58. Michael Misha Hinson
8.18, 66. Jesus Gallardo 8.44, 72.
Aaron Oeltjenbruns 8.52, 76.
Josiah Mumm 9.00, 78. Ben Oelt-
jenbruns 9.48

4x200 relay: 16. Guage Holst,
Carter Kist, A. Oeltjenbruns,
Carson Dewald 1:54

1,600: 10. Dobson 5:32

55 hurdles: 1. Noah Larson
8.39

400: 7. Angel Luna 59.60, 24.
Jacob Faulkner 1:05, 26. Wil-
liam Lange 1:06, 28. Spencer
Olsen 1:07, 29. Maxx Carlson
1:08, 33. A. Oeltjenbruns 1:09, 35.
Odden 1:12

800: 19. Alex Leach 2:49

Shot put: 1. Gomez 48’5.75”,
34. Peter Oeltjenbruns 29°1”,
40. Liam Jennissen 27°7.5”, 45.
B. Oeltjenbruns 24’5.75”, 48.
Michael Jewison 22°2”

High jump: 14. Larson 5’1",
18. Dewald 4°9”

Long jump: 1. Gallardo 18'8”,
19. Holst 14°11.5”, 27. Kist 13°7.25”

Triple jump: 7. Kaleb
Harman 35’4.5”, 12. Jennissen
30’8”, 14. Lyndon Laney 27'7”

400: 21. Abigail Phillippi 1:18,

Orth’s track career profiled in online feature story

Editor’s note: Staples-Motley track and field
assistant coach Ashley (Tingelstad) Orth was
one of several atletes recently profield at the
Minnesota Athletes web site.

By Patrick “Packy” Mader
minnesotaathletes.wordpress.com

“Where I attended Lake Park Audubon
Elementary School, there were no orga-
nized youth sports,” says Ashley Tingel-
stad of her childhood in a town of 700
people located 35 miles east of Fargo, North
Dakota. “I played—and loved—football at
recess. In sixth grade, I remember beating
my dad in a race for the first time and that’s
when I knew I had some athletic ability.”

Born in 1990 in Detroit Lakes, Minnesota,
Ashley’s father, Brent Tingelstad is a retired
construction worker, and her mother, Lisa,
now married to Timothy Sparks, worked
in manufacturing, eventually being pro-
moted to production manager until retiring.
The family lived in the Lake Park Audubon
School District which she attended until
her senior year in high school with two
younger siblings, Alexa and Zach.

Finally able to experience team sports in
middle school, Ashley joined the volleyball
and basketball teams. “My mother made me
go out for track in the spring. It wasn’t that
I hated it, I just was not super interested in
it,” says Ashley about the sport which led
her to a college scholarship.

In volleyball, Ashley played outside
hitter and in basketball the 5 ft 8 inch ath-
lete was a prolific scoring shooting guard,
totaling more than 1,800 points in her high
school career. While the Lake Park Audu-
bon High School Raiders never reached the
state tournament during her time there,
Ashley did get to play in the 2009 Class
AA Minnesota state girls’ basketball tour-
nament her senior year. Her stepfather, a
career Air Force veteran, was transferred
to a base in Grand Forks, North Dakota, 115

d

Ashley Tingelstad running at the
Drake Relays for North Dakota State Uni-

Toni Tollefson and Ashley Tingels-
tad of Lake Park-Audubon at the 2008
state meet, placing second as a team.
Tollefson won the high jump and Tingel-
stad won all three sprints, the 100, 200
and 400. (Submitted photo)

miles away, so Ashley became a member
of the Green Wave at nearby East Grand
Forks High School. Despite a strong first
half as the # 2 seed in the opening round of
the tournament, Ashley got injured shortly
before half time and the team lost the lead
and the game to New London-Spicer 57-53.

It was in track and field that Ashley
shone. Qualifying for the 2005 state meet in
the sprints as an 8th-grader, Ashley did not
place. “I have a strong work ethic, am com-
petitive, and pushed myself to improve,”
she says of the experience leading up to an
improved freshman year. In 2006, Ashley
placed 6th in the 200-meter dash and 4th
in the always challenging 400-meter dash.
As a sophomore, she claimed two run-
ner-up medals (100- and 400-meter sprints)
and 3rd place in the 200-meter sprint. Ash-
ley’s rivals in the Class A sprints would be
Megan Geyen, now a good friend, of Water-
town-Mayer and Analisa Huschle, “a stud
athlete” at Bagley/Fosston.

Coming so close to an individual cham-
pionship only fueled Ashley’s competitive
nature. It all came together for Ashley
during an undefeated junior season in 2008
when she swept the 100-, 200-, and 400-meter
(in a Class A state meet record of 55.83 sec-
onds) sprints at the state meet. With team-
mate Toni Tollefson winning the high jump,
the duo took second in the state team cham-

dence Academy’s 55 points. It is particularly
impressive since Lake Park Audubon did
not have a track.

As a senior at East Grand Forks, Ashley
came within a whisker of repeating her
three titles; she won the 100- and 400-meter
dashes and was sandwiched between Hus-
chle and Geyen in the 200-meter final.

Recruited by Concordia University, St.
Paul for both basketball and track, Ashley
gave a verbal commitment but later found
North Dakota State University (NDSU) in
Fargo more appealing.

Starting strong, Ashley was the 2010
Summit League women’s 400-meter outdoor
champion and runner-up in the 200-meter
dash. She struggled her sophomore year
and then red-shirted the 2012-13 indoor and
outdoor seasons. Rebounding with a pro-
ductive year as a junior, Ashley reclaimed
the 400-meter title in both indoor and out-
door Summit League competition and was
instrumental in the success of the 4 x 400-
meter relay team.

But it was Ashley’s senior year in 2013-14
that was the crowning achievement. She
was amember of multiple relay teams which
broke school records and earned 2nd team
All-American honors in the 4 x 400-meter
relay in both indoor and outdoor national
championships. A third Summit League
individual title in the 400-meter sprint and
runner-up to teammate Antoinette Good-
man (Burnsville) in the 200-meter dash
were among her achievements. “It was an
exciting year,” says Ashley. “Our indoor 4
x 400-meter relay team qualified for nation-
als at a last chance meet. At the outdoor
regional meet [in Fayetteville, Arkansas],
we ran a 3:32 and qualified for nationals.
It was the first time for our relay teams.
Another favorite race is when Goodman,

Coach Ashley (Tingelstad) Orth
demonstrates some dynamic excercis-
es for the Staples-Motley track and field

taam thie enrina (Qtanlac \Warld nhnta hy

The Orth family in Staples, Derek
and Ashley with children Cade and Ellie.
(Submitted photo)

Morgan Milbrath, myself, and Paige Stra-
tioti [Duluth Denfeld] won the 1600-meter
sprint medley at the Drake Relays [with a
time of 3:47.73]. We beat the big schools like
Arkansas, Baylor, and the Big Ten schools.”

Graduating with a degree in human
development and family science, Ashley
trained post-collegiately, hoping to qualify
for the US Olympic Track and Field Trials.
In 2016, she accepted a position to teach and
coach at Lake Park Audubon Schools. After
three years, she moved to Bertha-Hewitt
for an additional two years and earned a
master’s degree at Bemidji State University
in 2020. Ashley was offered a job as a special
education teacher and an assistant cross
country and track and field coach in the Sta-
ples-Motley school district. Her husband,
Derek Orth, is originally from Staples and
works as an insurance agent at Orth Insur-
ance Agency. The couple, married in 2019,
has two children, Ellie and Cade.

“My relay teammates are athletes I appre-
ciated. Two were in my wedding,” says
Ashley, pointing to people influential in her
life. “Without my mom, none of this would
have happened. She was the person who
encouraged me to look one more time at
NDSU. I think I got my work ethic from her.
We didn’t have a lot, but she worked hard
to make our lives better. My stepdad never
treated us less than his own. His presence
was a blessing. And Ryun Godfrey, my col-
lege track coach, became a father figure to
me. He was consistent and cared, trying to
improve me as an athlete and as a person. I
had some struggles and he reminded me of
what I was capable.”

“Athletics became my opportunity,”
Ashley concludes. “It teaches resiliency. It’s
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SERVICES &  anew/mestames knont 208 REAL ESTATE FRONTIER
edge, FT, Motley location storage 602
EMPLOYMENT Store Manager, FT, Brain TOWNHOMES
205 oo mroment s | FOR RENT TS —
Help Wanted S foniy i vovey ke North i stret| | Prairie View Neighborhood | Eabereseezals
120 | 6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24 2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES We are accepting

applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in
Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Now professionally

BUILD YOUR CAREER IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS -
NOW HIRING!
INSTALLATION & REPAIR TECHNICIAN I - FT

WEST CENTRAL, Sebeka, MN. Hands-on role install-

FOR SALE IN STAPLES

* TWO STALL GARAGES
* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

REAL ESTATE

610
Land for Sale

ing, repairing land maintaining fiber and copper services VILLARD TOWNSHIP managed b

for homes and businesses. Troubleshoot issues, work with - LAWRENCE LAKE: This CALL MICHELLE 9 Y
outside plant and customer equipment, and be part of ateam | is one of the last remaining 218-326-6098 {(} BWTGER
that keeps our communities connected. Strong technical, | 1ots on the lake sporting 270 MIKE IVES REALTY EQUITIES, INC

(+) feet of lake shore and a
nicely wooded 2.2 (+) acre
build site with excellent

problem-solving and customer service skills required. Valid
driver’s license. On-call rotation. Outdoor/physical work.
Grow your future with advancement

Income guidelines apply.

'@' www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

CENTRAL

to Combination Technician.
At WEST CENTRAL,

\ J We Connect You - to your
community and your career.
Apply: hr@wcta.net
Deadline: April 10
EOE

218-820-8688.

o |0

blacktop access and close
proximity to the amenities
of Staples. $89,500. MLS
#7019116. www.heart-
landltd.com Doug Zaske,
Heartland Real Estate,

QLRSS Fiens

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
15_16p 7 DAYS A WEEK!

« MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPFAPER
ASSOCIATION

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network <--..c.=

FULL TIME NIGHT CUSTODIAN
Night shift, 2:00-10:30PM, M-F, during
school year. Daytime hours in summer.
Salary Range: $15.51-$21.72, additional
$0.65 shift differential on night shifts. Year
round, 12-month position. Apply now:
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over 1TMILLION
READERS

Your newspaper
representative can
provide complete
details or you can call

EMPLOYMENT WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK
ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to

GARAGE
SALES
701

WANTED TO
Buy

FARMERS
Buying

STAPLES ASSEM-
BLY OF GOD YOUTH:
NOW accepting dona-

FlEI dStﬂl‘IE tions for upcoming mis-
sions garage sale. Call
Bn u IdEI'S Kathy at 218-296-1647 for
Contact Chris At drop off or pick up.
8-16¢

320-630-4570

The Fine Print

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager.
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise
‘any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion,
sex or hational origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law.

$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

MNA: 612/332-8844

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERYICE DIRECTORY

r G Iz A Ultimate Septic Service LLC
EST 1934 l
PLUMBING & HEATING

David Odden - Owner/Operator
o PLUMBING

Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies

Call USS for all your septic
» HEATING
« AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL
o NEW CONSTRUCTION

pumping needs!
218-296-1137
« REMODEL
« SERVICE

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com
MN LIC. #PC644417

218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

CELL 218-838-0581
RESIDENTIAL AND
LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

LTRICHFERNT {3y
FERAT S
218-575-2222
e Inc.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Loeng Pralrie, MN

Excavation & Septic Service
218-515-2222

-Septic System Installation
*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

218-631-3101 B888-878-5578

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

NOFBSSIONA

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

CONSTRUGT

[ DE/—'I\ r | DAYMG THE WAY FOR YOU!

Staples, MN 56479
@J0 CONSTRUCTION |.c

Sellnow

Law Office, P.A.

Thomas H. Sellnow*
sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com
218-894-4618 - 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

L*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
)y Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association,
+ Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning « Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law

+ Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

www.sellnowlaw.com

PHB /44673720t

i Phil Bjerga
Excavating 218-639-5007
|I1C. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

SR Septics * Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
BSS Landscaping & Site Preparation  Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
«FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS
Site Prep ¢ Basements ¢ Waterlines ¢ Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Black
Dirt ¢ Gravel  Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits ¢ Fill Dirt =1
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning » Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential B

Andy Statema ¢320-594-2912 * 320-594-6347

Ct
218-894-3105 UG
Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots « Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt

Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

SW 2024 changed wk #3

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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NOTICE
BARTLETT TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF APPEAL
AND EQUALIZATION
Important Information
Regarding Property
Assessments
This may affect your
2027 property taxes.

The Board of Appeal
and Equalization for Bart-
lett Township will meet on
Tuesday, April 7, 2026 at
10:00 a.m. at the Town Hall.
The purpose of this meet-
ing is to determine whether
property in the jurisdiction
has been properly valued
and classified by the asses-
sor.

If youbelieve the value or
classification of your prop-
erty is incorrect, please con-
tact your assessor’s office to
discuss your concerns. If
you disagree with the valu-
ation or classification after
discussing it with your
assessor, you may appear
before the Local Board of
Appeal and Equalization.
The board will review your
assessments a make correc-
tions as needed. Generally,
you must appeal to the local
board before appealing to
the County Board of Appeal
and Equalization.

Jan Jares, Clerk
Bartlett Township
15pnc

NOTICE
BECKER TOWNSHIP
ROAD TOUR

The Becker Township
Annual Road Tour will be
held on Tuesday, April 14,
2026. Meet at the town hall
at 4:30 p.m. The public is
invited to attend.

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
15pnc

NOTICE
BYRON TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF APPEAL

AND EQUALIZATION

The Byron Township
Board of Appeal and Equal-
ization will be held Thurs-
day. April 9 at 2:30 p.m. at the
Leader Community Hall.

Becki Rassler, Clerk
Byron Township
15pnc

NOTICE
CITY OF STAPLES
ORDINANCE NO. 561
AN ORDINANCE
REGARDING THE SALE
OF PROPERTY

THE CITY OF STAPLES
DOES ORDAIN AS FOL-
LOWS:

Sec. 1: The City of Sta-
ples is hereby empowered
to sell the following real
estate located in the City
of Staples, County of Todd,
State of Minnesota in accor-
dance with the sale price to
be authorized by the City
Council:

31.08 AC-NW1/4 SW1/4
EXC(3)TR 1)1.34 AC - PT
NW1/4 SW1/4 COM AT NE
COR; TH S ALG E LI 242’;
TH W & PARA WI N LI
242’; TH N & PARA/E LI
242 TONLIOF 1/4 THE
ALG N LI TO PT OF BG;
SUBJ TO RD EASE- MENT
ALG E 33 THEREOF * &
EXC TRACT(2) 2.23 AC-PT
NW1/4 SW1/4 DESC AS
COM AT NW COR OF
NW1/4 SW1/4; THN E
ALONG N LINE 500°TO
POB. THN S 323.4;THN E
300’;THN N 323.4; THN W
300° TO POB. SUBJECT
TO ROADWAY ALONG N
33’ *EXC TRACT(3)COMM
AT THE NE CORNER
OF NW1/4 SW1/4,;THN W
ALNG THE N LI OF NW1/4
SW1/4 242’ TO POB OF THE

TRACT TO BE CONVEYED
HEREIN;THN S & PARAL-
LEL WITH THE E LI 323.4°;
THN W & PARALLEL WITH
THE N LI 250’;THN N PAR-
ALLEL WITH E LI 323.4’
MORE OR LESS TO THE N
LI OF NW1/4 SW1/4;THN
E ALNG N LI 250° MORE
OR LESS TO POB **EXC
THAT PT NW1/4 SW1/4
DESC AS:COMM AT THE
NE CORNER OF SAID
NW1/4 SW1/4;THN S ALNG
THE E LI OF NW1/4 SW1/4
242°TO POB;THN W PAR-
ALLEL WITH THE N LI OF
NW1/4 SW1/4 242’;THN S
PARALLEL WITH THE E
LI 81.4;THN W PARALLEL
WITH THE N LI 250’;THN
S PARALLEL WITH THE E
LI 270’;THN E PARALLEL
WITH N LI 492°TO THE
INTERSECTION WITH
THE E LI;THN N ALNG
SAID E LI 351.40'TO POB

Sec. 2: The net proceeds
from the sale shall be used
pursuant to Section 11.05 of
the Staples City Charter.

Sec. 3: The Mayor and
City Administrator are
authorized to execute any
documents to complete the
sale.

Sec. 4: This ordinance
shall take effect from and
after its passage and publi-
cation in accordance with
law.

Adopted this 24th day of
March, 2026.

Tara Greer, Clerk
City of Staples
15pnc

PUBLIC
NOTICES:
Your Right

to Know

N\

TCE OF SPECIAL ELECTION

DENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2170

(STAPLES-MOTLEY)
STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE S HEREBY GIVEN that a special election has been called and will be held in
and for Independient School District No. 2170 (Staples-Motley), State of Minnesota, on Tuesday,

April 14, 2026, for the purpose of voting on the following question:

School District Question 1

Approval of School District Bond Issue

Shall the school board of Independent School District No. 2170 (Staples-
Motley) be authorized to issue its general obligation school building

bonds in an amount not to exceed $42,500,000 to provide funds for the

acquisition and betterment of school sites and facilities, including the
construction and equipping of a secure entry and career and technical

education (CTE) addition to the High SchoolMiddle School site; the
construction and equipping of an addition to the Elementary School; the
renovation and remodeling of classrooms and restrooms at school sites
and facilities; upgrades to casework and finishes; the acquisition and
installation of furniture, fixtures and equipment at school sites and
facilities; the construction of athletic and activity field improvements,
including track replacement and renovations and upgrades to the football

field, bleachers, press box, scorcboard, concession stand and

locker

rooms; the construction of upgrades and improvements to the High
School/Middle School building envelope; and the acquisition and
installation of lighting, acoustic, sound and other enhancements to the
High School/Middle School auditorium?

BY VOTING "YES" ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU
ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.

polling place are as follows:

COMBINED POLLING PLACE:

425 4* Street NE
Staples, MN 56479

The combined polling place for this election and the precincts served by the combined

Staples Community Center

This combined polling place serves all territory located in the City of Staples in Todd and
Wadena Counties:; Villard, Bartlett, Staples, Germania, Moran, and Ward Townships in Todd
County: and the City of Aldrich and Thomastown, Aldrich, Bullard and Lyons Townships in
Wadena County, Minnesota; the City of Motley in Cass and Mouorrison Counties; May, Becker,
Moose Lake, Byron, Meadowbrook and Poplar Townships in Cass County: and Motley
Township in Maorrison, Minnesota; the Townships of Scandia Valley and Cushing in Morrison
County; and Fawn Lake and Turtle Creck in Todd County, Minnesota.

Any eligible voter residing in the School District may vote at said election at the

combined polling place designated above for the precinct in which he or she resides.

The poll

for said election will be opened at 7:00 o’clock a.m. and will close at 8:00 o’clock p.m. on the

date of said election.

A voter must be registered to vote 1o be eligible to vote in this election. An unregistered
individual may register to vole at the combined polling place on election day.

Dated: JANUARY 5, 2026.

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

/s/ Sherry L. Frisk

School District Clerk

Independent School District Mo. 2170

(Staples-Motley)
State of Minnesota

Staples World 9 a

NOTICE
MEADOWBROOK
TOWNSHIP BOARD
OF APPEAL AND
EQUALIZATION
Important Information
Regarding Assessment and
Classification of Property.
This may affect your 2026
property tax payments.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, That the Board of
Appeal and Equalization
for the Township of Mead-
owbrook, Cass County,
Minnesota shall meet on
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 at
10:00 a.m. This meeting is
at the Leader Community
Hall. The purpose of this
meeting is to determine
whether taxable property
in the jurisdiction has been
properly valued and classi-
fied by the assessor, and to
determine whether correc-
tions need to be made.

If you believe the value
or classification of your
property is incorrect,
please contact your Asses-
sor’s office to discuss your
concerns. If you are still not
satisfied with the valuation
or classification after dis-
cussing it with your asses-
sor, you may appear before
the Local Board of Appeal
and Equalization. The
Board shall review the valu-
ation, classification, or both
if necessary, and shall cor-
rect it as needed. Generally,
an appearance before your
Local Board of Appeal and
Equalization is required by
law before an appeal can be
taken to the County Board
of Appeal and Equalization.

Ty Peterson, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
14-15pnc

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF TODD
SEVENTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT
DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File
No. 77-PR-26-245

Estate of
Bradley Eugene Mertens
a/k/a Bradley E.
Mertens a/k/a Bradley
Mertens a/k/a Brad
Mertens,
Decedent

NOTICE AND ORDER
OF HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION OF
INTESTACY, DETERMI-
NATION OF HEIRSHIP,
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice
is given that on April 27,
2026 at 10:14 a.m. an admin-
istrative judicial hearing in
which no appearances are
necessary will be held in
this Court at Todd County
District Court, 221 First
Avenue South, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota, for the adju-
dication of intestacy and
determination of heirship
of the Decedent, and for
the appointment of Deanne
Mertens, whose address
is 29868 Timberlane Road,
Staples, Minnesota, 56479 as
Personal Representative of
the Estate of the Decedent
in an ] UNSUPERVISED
administration. Any objec-
tions to the petition must be
filed with the Court prior
to or raised at the hearing.
If proper and if no objec-

Karen Roubel, Clerk
Moose Lake Township

NOTICE: MOOSE LAKE TOWNSHIP
Important Information Regarding Assessment
and Classification of Property
This may affect your 2027 property tax payments

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, That the Board of Ap-
peal and Equalization for the Township of Moose
Lake, Cass County, Minnesota shall meet on Thursday,
April 9, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. This meeting is at the Leader
Community Hall. The purpose of this meeting is to de-
termine whether taxable property in the jurisdiction has
been properly valued and classified by the assessor, and
to determine whether corrections need to be made.

If you believe the value or classification of your prop-
erty is incorrect, please contact your Assessor’s office to
discuss your concerns. If you are still not satisfied with
the valuation or classification after discussing it with
your assessor, you may appear before the Local Board
of Appeal and Equalization. The Board shall review the
valuation, classification, or both if necessary, and shall
correct it as needed. Generally, an appearance before
your Local Board of Appeal and Equalization is required
by law before an appeal can be taken to the County Board
of Appeal and Equalization.

14-15pnc

tions are filed or raised, the
Personal Representative
will be appointed with full
power to administer the
Estate, including the power
to collect all assets, to pay
all legal debts, claims, taxes
and expenses, to sell real
and personal property, and
to do all necessary acts for
the Estate.

Notice is also given that
(subject to Minnesota Stat-
utes Section 524.3-801) all
creditors having claims
against the Estate are
required to present the
claims to the Personal Rep-
resentative or to the Court
Administrator within four
months after the date of
this Notice or the claims
will be barred.

Dated: March 23, 2026

Heidi Hovis,
Judge of District Court

Kim Peterson
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioner

Lee Hanson

Hanson Law Office

1010 W. St. Germain St.,

Suite 750

St. Cloud, Minnesota, 56301

Attorney License No:

0040964

Telephone: (320) 257-3388

Email:

lee@hanlawoffice.com
15-16pnc

NOTICE
TESTING OF OPTICAL
SCAN VOTING SYSTEM
INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT
NO. 2170

(STAPLES-MOTLEY)

STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that Independent
School District No. 2170
(Staples-Motley) shall per-
form a public accuracy test
of the optical scan voting
system to be used in the
School District’s April 14,
2026 Special Election. The
test shall be conduicted at:
Todd County Courthouse
221 1st Ave. S, Long Prairie,
Minnesota on April 9, 2026
at 8:30 a.m.

Interested individuals
are authorized to attend and
observe. If you have any
questions, please contact
Trisha at 218-894-5400.

Dated: March 19, 2026

BY ORDER OF THE
SCHOOL BOARD
/s/ Sherry L. Frisk,f3
School District Clerk
Independent School
District No. 2170
(Staples-Motley)
State of Minnesota

15pnc

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
May 8, 2020

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$263,532.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Jatty D.
Zondo, married woman

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
Guardian Mortgage, a divi-
sion of Sunflower Bank, N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on May 13,
2020 as Document Number
519346 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Guardian Mortgage, a divi-
sion of Sunflower Bank, N.A.
by assignment recorded on
October 6, 2023 as Document
Number A538428 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The South-
west Quarter of the South-
east Quarter, except the East
33 feet thereof, in Section
4, Township 132, Range 35,
Todd County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 13134 COUNTY
24, BERTHA, MN 56437

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $239,769.57

TRANSACTION AGENT:

Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Guardian
Mortgage, a division of Sun-
flower Bank, N.A.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Sunflower Bank,
N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER:
02-0003900

TRANSACTIONAGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 1005554-
1200011864-0

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: May 28, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
twelve (12) months from the
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the

premises by 11:59 p.m. on
May 28, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION
582.032, DETERMINING,
AMONG OTHER THINGS,
THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S)
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: March 23, 2026

GUARDIAN MORTGAGE, A
DIVISION OF SUNFLOWER
BANK, N.A.

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungallah,
Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(23-1001-FC04)

Federal law may
require reporting to
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network
for certain purchases of
residential property by
entities or trusts. A suc-
cessful third party bidder
may be required to pro-
vide ownership and iden-
tifying information as a
condition to completing
the transfer.

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.

15-20pnc
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Todd County Boarao of Commissioners

o

MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE TODD
COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS HELD
FEB. 17, 2026

Call to Order

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er's Board Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 17th day of Febru-
ary, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting
was called to order by Chairperson
Byers. The meeting was opened with
the Pledge of Allegiance. All Com-
missioners were present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as
presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Becker and second
by Neumann, the following motions
and resolutions were introduced and
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’'s Meeting
Minutes for February 3 and 9, 2026
as presented.

Approve the hiring of Mr. Joshua
Crider to fill the vacant Public Works
Heavy Equipment Operator position
at Grade F, Step A ($26.36/hour).

Accept the resignation of Nathan
Ruda, seasonal worker at Todd Coun-
ty Solid Waste effective 8/8/2025.

Accept the Resignation of Lee-
Anne Louden effective March 20,
2026.

To approve the hire of Yolanda
Jobe to fill an open Eligibility Work-
er position. Grade F/6, Step C,
$27.87. Start date: TBD

To approve a Seasonal On Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for Birch-
wood Resort at the address of 22182
Birchwood Loop, Sauk Centre, MN
in Birchdale Township effective April
15, 2026 through October 15, 2026.

GAMBLING PERMIT - CENTRAL

MINNESOTA WHITETAILS

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Central Minnesota
Whitetails through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve
a Gambling Permit for the Central
Minnesota Whitetails to hold a raf-
fle event at Clarissa Ballroom in Ea-
gle Valley Township at the address
19281 Kotter Rd, Clarissa, MN on
March 28, 2026.

GAMBLING PERMIT - SAUK
CENTRE AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Sauk Centre Area
Chamber of Commerce through this
resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve a
Gambling Permit for the Sauk Cen-
tre Area Chamber of Commerce to
hold a raffle event at the Howard &
Katherine Marthaler Shed in Kando-
ta Township at the address 10098
County 11, Sauk Centre, MN on April
25th, 2026.

To approve a one day On Sale
Temporary Liquor License for the
Sauk Centre Area Chamber of Com-
merce at the Marthaler's Shed at the
address of 10098 County 11, Sauk
Centre, MN in Kandota Township ef-
fective April 25th, 2026.

GAMBLING PERMIT - THE
CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH OF
GREY EAGLE

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for The Church of St. Joseph
of Grey Eagle through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve
a Gambling Permit for The Church
of St. Joseph of Grey Eagle to hold
a raffle event at the Shattuck’s Hub
Supper Club in Burnhamville Town-
ship at the address 30905 County
13, Burtrum, MN on June 12, 2026.

Auditor-Treasurer

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous rollcall vote: To approve the
January 2026 Auditor Warrants num-
ber (ACH) 905696 through 905800
in the amount of $1,806,427.97
(Manual) 1167 through 1199 in the
amount of $1,904,488.81 and (Reg-
ular) 245738 through 245884 in the
amount of $562,402.20 for a total of
$4,273,318.98.

On motion by Neumann and
second by Becker, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by

unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 404350 through 404377
in the amount of $22,948.86 and
(Regular) 59572 through 59608 in
the amount of $42,435.15 for a total
of $65,384.01.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Denny, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
807276 through 807306 and (Reg-
ular) 713848 through 713877 for a
total of $58,351.58.

On motion by Denny and second
by Becker, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous rollcall vote: To approve the
Health & Human Services SSIS War-
rants number (ACH) 601921 through
601937 and (Regular) 518819
through 518840 for a total amount of
$92,281.90.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Noska, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

2026 PARKS AND TRAILS AP-
PROPRIATION FUNDS TRANSFER

WHEREAS, the 2026 budget
for Todd County’s allocation of funds
to the Todd County Parks and Trails
Board has been approved at $9,000;
and

WHEREAS, a letter was received
from the Todd County Parks and
Trails Board requesting for the ap-
propriation of funds from the General
Fund for 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County Board
of Commissioners hereby approve
the transfer of funds in the amount of
$9,000 from the General Fund to the
Parks and Trails Fund.

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

APPOINTMENT OF
BONNIE THOELE and VERNA
TOENYAN TO THE HOUSING AND

REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

BOARD OF TODD COUNTY

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners of Todd
County, Minnesota held a duly autho-
rized special meeting on the 12th day
of September, 1972; and

WHEREAS, at said meeting a
resolution was passed and adopted
declaring the need for a Housing and
Redevelopment Authority in Todd
County, Minnesota; and

WHEREAS, a vacancy exists in
the current term for District 5 on the
Todd County HRA Board which is
scheduled to expire on September
18, 2026 and Verna Toenyan has ex-
pressed her desire to be appointed
to this position.

WHEREAS, the term for District
3 is set to expire on September
18, 2025 on the Todd County HRA
Board and Maggie Leverich-Wold
has expressed her desire for reap-
pointment to this position.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Municipal Housing and
Redevelopment Act of the State
of Minnesota, the County Board
of Commissioners of Todd County,
Minnesota, hereby appoint the two
persons hereinafter named to serve
as Commissioner of the Housing and
Redevelopment Authority of Todd
County, Minnesota, and to serve for
the remainder of the period of five
years as hereinafter stipulated:

Verna Toenyan - January 28,
2026 through September 18, 2026

Maggie Leverich-Wold - Septem-
ber 18, 2025 through September 18,
2030.

Board of Commissioners
& SWCD Supervisor
Joint Meeting

Chair Byers suspended the cur-
rent meeting to allow for the Joint
Meeting with the SWCD Supervisors
tobe heldat 9:10 a.m.

Separate minutes of the Joint
Meeting attached.

Chair Byers resumed the regular
board meeting at 9:55 a.m.

Public Works

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve the attached Co-
operative Construction Agreement
with Bertha Township for the replace-
ment of Bridge L9947.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Neumann, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: Set the 2026
Spring Road Meeting for April 2,
2026 at 9:00 AM at Todd County
Public Works Northern Shop.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by

00

Pulglic Notices

NOTICE
CALL FOR BIDS
TODD COUNTY SOLID
WASTE MOWING

Todd County Solid
Waste is accepting sealed
bids for lawn mowing at its
new Transfer Station Fa-
cility at 30433 US 71, Brow-
erville, MN. Bids should be
based on a lump sum rate
per time mowed. Interest-
ed parties can submit their

City of Appleton

Public Works Director

Annual Salary: $80,000-%$100,000

Job Application and Description:
appletonmn.gov/employment

CITY OF APPLETON IS AN EEOE

O

bid in a sealed envelope,
along with proof of insur-
ance and three references,
by April 16, 2026. Sealed
bids can be dropped off
or mailed to Todd County
Transfer Station 30433 US
71, Browerville, MN 56438.

Please direct any inqui-
ries to Mike Eberle, Todd
County Solid Waste Super-
visor, 320-594-2210
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unanimous vote:

APPROVAL OF MNDOT
AGREEMENT 1062287 -
EXCHANGE OF FEDERAL

FUNDS FOR STATE AID FUNDS

FOR SAP 077-651-005 (2029

PROJECT ON COUNTY STATE AID
HIGHWAY 51)

WHEREAS, The Federal fund
exchange program is a voluntary pro-
gram which allows State Aid agen-
cies, who have been selected to re-
ceive federal funds to trade them with
other State Aid agencies for state aid
construction funds, and;

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes
§ 471.59, subd. 10, §162.031,
§162.091, and Title 23 USC 133
authorizes the parties to enter into
this Agreement, and;

WHEREAS, Recipient Wright
County (“Recipient County”) is in
need of Federal Funds for State Proj-
ect Number (SP) 086-639-025 in
Fiscal Year 2029 and Todd County
(“Donor County”) is willing to transfer
Federal Funds designated for State
Project No. 077-651-005 to Recip-
ient County, in exchange Recipient
County will transfer $1,820,050.00
of State Aid Construction Funds
to Donor County under a separate
agreement with MnDOT Contract
Number 1062288, and;

WHEREAS, the Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation is willing
to facilitate these transactions on
behalf of Wright County and Todd
County.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners does here-
by agree that pursuant to Minnesota
Stat. Sec. 161.36, the Commission-
er of Transportation be appointed as
Agent of the Donor County to accept
as its agent, federal aid funds which
may be made available for eligible
transportation related projects, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the
Chairperson of the Board of Com-
missioners and the County Auditor/
Treasurer are hereby authorized and
directed for and on behalf of the Do-
nor County to execute and enter into
an agreement with the Commission-
er of Transportation prescribing the
terms and conditions of said feder-
al aid participation as set forth and
contained in “Minnesota Department
of Transportation Agency Agreement
No. 1062287, a copy of which said
agreement was before the County
Board and which is made a part here-
of by reference.

County Attorney

On motion by Noska and second
by Becker, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the contract
for 2026 Prosecution Services with
the City of Bertha.

Emergency Management

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE
2025 TODD COUNTY HAZARD
MITIGATION PLAN

WHEREAS, Todd County recog-
nizes the threat of natural hazards
to people and property within Todd
County; and

WHEREAS, Todd County has
prepared a hazard mitigation plan,
hereby known as the 2025 Todd
County Hazard Mitigation Plan in ac-
cordance with Federal laws, includ-
ing the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, as amended; the National Flood
Insurance act of 1968, as amended;
and the National Dam Safety Pro-
gram Act, as amended; and

WHEREAS, the 2025 Todd
County Hazard Mitigation Plan iden-
tifies mitigation goals and actions to
reduce or eliminate long-term risk
to people and property within Todd
County from the impacts of future
hazards and disasters; and

WHEREAS, by adoption by the
Todd County Board of Commission-
ers demonstrates its commitment
to hazard mitigation and achieving
the goals outlined in the 2025 Todd
County Hazard Mitigation Plan, and

WHEREAS, approval of the 2025
Todd County Hazard Mitigation Plan
by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) will make Todd
County and participating jurisdictions
eligible to apply for FEMA Hazard Mit-
igation Assistance grants; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners supports
the hazard mitigation planning effort
and wishes to adopt the 2025 Todd
County Hazard Mitigation Plan.

County Sheriff

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Purchase the 3 replace-
ment 2026 Chevy Tahoes through

(0 0)
Staples Motley School Board

O

North Country Chevrolet for a total
of $166,079.76 that will be paid for
through state aid funds.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Neumann, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: Purchase the
3-replacement squad equipment
from MacQueen for a total cost of
$33,103.86.

On motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: Purchase the 3 in
squad cameras and 2 in squad radi-
os from DSC Communications for a
total cost of $28,301.78.

Solid Waste

On motion by Neumann and
second by Becker, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: Authorize Director
to sign proposal with Widseth for pro-
fessional services for $19,800.

Planning & Zoning

The February 2026 Planning
Commission draft minutes and staff
report was provided for review and
discussion.

On motion by Neumann and
second by Denny, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To adopt the find-
ings of the Planning Commission
and approve the preliminary plat for
parcel 12-0007400 known as Sa-
cred Heart Addition with the following
conditions:

1. Applicant shall remain compli-
ant with applicable local, state or fed-
eral regulations related to operation
of the cemetery.

2. Declare a cemetery official and
an alternate that will be responsible
for following state rules and provide
contact information to the County to
be recorded with the final plat.

3. Maintain a list of individuals
buried and exact location within the
cemetery.

4. Cemetery plot must be com-
pletely fenced off with boundaries
clearly identified. All burial sites must
remain inside of the fenced area.

5. Establishment of vegetative
screening around the entire property.
Screening shall be no less than 6’ in
height at maturity.

6. Cemetery must be established
and maintained in compliance with
MN Statutes Chapter 307.

On motion by Noska and second
by Becker, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To adopt the findings
of the Planning Commission and
grant the CUP to construct a ground
mounted solar energy system on par-
cel 14-0024803 with the following
conditions:

1. Applicant must obtain permit-
ting and/or licensing from additional
governmental agencies as necessary.

2. Submission of Interconnection
Agreement with the electric service
provider prior to issuance of a land
use permit.

3. Construction of additional solar
arrays shall require the review of the
Planning Commission.

4. Establishment of vegetative
screening along the east property
line to provide screening from the
public roadway. Screening shall be
no less than 6’ in height at maturity.

Health & Human Services

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve the update from
Administrative Assistant Il to Admin-
istrative Assistant II-Bilingual to the
Financial Services Unit organization-
al chart.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s

Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer in-
formed of all the upcoming election
related events, tax statement prepa-
ration and audit preparations.

County Coordinator’s
Report

The County Coordinator report-
ed attending policies, interviews,
finance, dept head, and child care
initiative meetings.

County Commissioner’s
Report

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended
meetings including the Public Health,
Policies, Regional Transportation,
MTWCHB, Rainbow Rider and Ex-
tension.

Commissioner Denny has attend-
ed meetings including Finance, Per-
sonnel, Dept Head, Solid Waste and
Fair Board.

Commissioner Noska has attend-
ed meetings including TWCC and
MTWCHB.

Commissioner Byers attended
meetings including Personnel, Fi-
nance and Dept Head.

Commissioner Neumann attend-
ed meetings including the Policies,

CMCOA, Planning Commission,
Park Board, Solid Waste and Rain-
bow Rider.
Adjourn

On motion by Noska and second
by Neumann, the meeting was ad-
journed for the month of February
2026.

AUDITOR WARRANTS

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
ASSOC OF MN

COUNTIES............... $20,973.00
ASSOC OF MN

COUNTIES..........cccnes 2,638.00
CARD SERVICES

COBORNS........ccceiiees 4,799.60
CLIFTON LARSONALLEN,

LLP o, 6,615.00
GREAT RIVER REGIONAL

LIBRARY .........cccceeeeen. 90,634.25

ITEN FUNERAL HOME....... 3,500.00
LONG PRAIRIE SANITATION

INC......coo 4,673.25
MACQUEEN..................... 9,391.96
MCCC, MI33... ... 34,392.95

581,056.00

NORTHERN STAR COOP... 2,054.34
PETERS LAW OFFICE,

PA. 8,721.25
TODD CO HISTORICAL

SOCIETY .. ... 15,000.00
US BANK ... . 382,465.00
ZIEGLERINC.................... 5,149.63
26 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000............... 12,532.37
BAUM/RICK AND JULIE..... 3,187.50
FLEET SERVICES/WEX

BANK.......ccoooeiiiiis 7,776.34

NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT

SOLUTIONS .................. 2,065.00
NORTHERN STAR COOP .. 4,756.00
PACIFIC LIFE INSURANCE

CO.viiiiiis 2,400.00
POPE DOUGLAS SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT............ 28,672.54
STEP ..o 9,099.68
VOYANT COMMUNICATIONS,

LLC . 3,378.06
53 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000.............. 26,129.42
CITY OF BERTHA ............. 3,072.54
CITY OF BROWERVILLE ... 2,534.84
CITY OF CLARISSA ........... ,
CITY OF EAGLE BEND........
CITY OF GREY EAGLE........
CITY OF LONG PRAIRIE....34,879.07
CITY OF OSAKIS............... 3,825.53
CITY OF STAPLES........... 14,437.85
SAUK RIVER WATER SHED

DISTRICT .....ooeeiiiiiiins 3,003.04

SCHOOL DISTRICT 213 ...22,376.27
SCHOOL DISTRICT 2170 54,946.70
SCHOOL DISTRICT
2753 70,232.72
SCHOOL DISTRICT 486 ...12,926.17
SCHOOL DISTRICT 740 .....2,481.07
SCHOOL DISTRICT 743 .. 34,547.28
SCHOOL DISTRICT 786 . 29,347.80
SCHOOL DISTRICT 787 .. 44,183.55
SCHOOL DISTRICT 818 ... 6,258.02

TOWN OF BARTLETT......... 4,953.88
TOWN OF BERTHA ........... 6,483.29
TOWN OF BIRCHDALE .... 10,473.36
TOWN OF BRUCE............... 6,534.31

TOWN OF BURLEENE ....... 3,015.49
TOWN OF

BURNHAMVILLE ........... 5,635.50
TOWN OF EAGLE
VALLEY.....ooooiiiiiiin, 6,797.55

TOWN OF FAWN LAKE ...... 4,534.89
TOWN OF GERMANIA........ 6,198.75
TOWN OF GORDON ......... 6,261.18
TOWN OF GREY EAGLE .... 3,719.45
TOWN OF HARTFORD ...... 3,170.09
TOWNOFIONA ............... 5,920.63
TOWN OF LESLIE ..3,383.78
TOWN OF LITTLE ELK......... 2,087.77
TOWN OF LITTLE SAUK ...... 6,035.15
TOWN OF LONG PRAIRIE .. 3,629.46

TOWN OF MORAN ............ 5,169.92
TOWN OF REYNOLDS........ 2,764.20
TOWN OF

ROUND PRAIREE..........
TOWN OF STAPLES...........
TOWN OF

STOWE PRAIRIE ............
TOWN OF VILLARD ...
TOWN OF WARD...............

TOWN OF WEST UNION ... 2,877.08
TOWN OF WYKEHAM ....... 5,213.68
13 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000 ............... 7,996.74
A.W. RESEARCH

LABORATORIES, INC. .... 2,625.00
CARGILL SALT

DIVISION ..........ccee... 31,090.28
CENTERPOINT ENERGY ... 2,554.69
CENTERPOINT ENERGY... 2,038.78

CENTRACARE $ 12,714.58
COBORNS

INCORPORATED ........... 2,068.00
COUNTIES PROVIDING

TECHNOLOGY .............. 8,155.00
DSC

COMMUNICATIONS ..... 41,771.70
GALLAGHER BENEFIT

SERVICESINC .............. 2,000.00
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

CORPORATION ........... 47,548.00
LAKES AREA

BLASTING .................. 38,000.00
LAKES COMMUNITY

COOPERATIVE .............. 2,301.82

O

M &I LOCKBOX MCCC ... 27,050.00
MADDEN GALANTER

HANSEN, LLP................ 2,447.10
MINNESOTA POWER ...... 20,973.64

... 6,289.00

.......................... 6,981.67
6,260.94
51,089.83
... 2,671.30

WASTE DEPT .............. 17,944.64
PRAIRIE LAKES MUNICIPAL
SOLID WASTE AUTH ... 98,136.16

TRAFERALLC 3,330.00
WEST CENTRAL RE
JUVENILECTR ............ 14,054.00

WONDERLICH/SCOTTA ..5,175.00
32 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000.... ...15,831.24
AFSCME COUNCIL 65....... 5,083.72
CENTERPOINT ENERGY..... 7,647.69
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

CORPORATION ........... 24,478.00
LONG PRAIRIE OIL

5,285.10
2,500.00
2,400.00
PETERS LAW OFFICE,
PA..............
RAINBOW RIDER..
24 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000................ 8,158.34
MN DEPT OF REVENUE .. 78,503.25
USBANK-CC.....cccecenne 4,661.72
MN DEPT OF REVENUE .. 13,090.75
MN DEPT OF REVENUE ... 2,665.48
PAYCOM PAYROLL, LLC...43,779.91

WEX HEALTH INC - HSA..... 5,021.83

VOYA(MSRS) .........ccoovnnne 2,032.43
PAYCOM PAYROLL,

LLC ... 44,583.10
WEXHEALTH INC - HSA..... 4,571.83
VOYA (MSRS) ................. 10,820.86
BETTER HEALTH

COLLECTIVE............... 31,782.00
WEX HEALTH INC - HSA... 17,072.00
NATIONWIDE.................... 2,175.00
WEX HEALTH INC - HSA .. 43,807.00
BETTER HEALTH

COLLECTIVE ............ 325,234.00
VOYA (MSRS) .... . 3,490.94
VOYA (MSRS) .... 54,260.17
COUNTY OF TODD ... 6,391.68
PAYCOM PAYROLL,

LLC ..o 591,5603.44
PAYCOM PAYROLL

LLC .., 610,669.33
14 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000................ 8.372.09
TOTAL:......coceeeeue $4,273,318.98

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
CENTRAL MINNESOTA

CPRLLP.....cccoeiiiis 2,075.00
FARM-RITE EQUIPMENT,

INC ..o 4,271.72

JERRY'S AUTO BODY ........ 6,385.19
MELROSE ONE STOP....... 6,699.12

REVIZE LLC ......... ..8,280.00
STREICHER'S. ..3,073.19
TRAFERALLC. .. 3,360.00

WHITMORE INC ...
ZIEGLER INC
55 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2,000 ... 21,679.62
b (-] ] [ .. $65,384.01
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT

CCOSTEFFHLTHINS...... $4,050.00
TODD-WADENA

ELECTRIC..........cceeeen. 3,047.49
7 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2,000.... ..3,615.39

...8,932.97

RURAL MN CEP INC
49 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000.... 25,922.95
LI £ 1 EJS— ..$58,351.58
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE
OF MN-STPAUL.......... $2,842.60

PRESBYTERIAN FAMILY
FOUNDATION INC........ 14,129.06
PRODUCTIVE ALTERNATIVES

HOMEINC.................. 46,796.00
34 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2 7.22

v 92,281.90

On a motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the preceding minutes of the
County Board meeting held February
17, 2026 were duly approved by unani-
mous vote at the Todd County Board of
Commissioners at the Regular Board
Meeting held on March 3, 2026.

Witness my hand and seal:

/s/ on file: Bob Byers,

County Board Chairperson

/s/ on file: Denise Gaida,

Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
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Minutes

MEETING #14

ISD #2170
SCHOOL BOARD
March 2, 2026
6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order

The meeting was called
to order at 6:00 p.m. by
Chair Wright.

Roll Call was taken, mem-
bers Wright, Frisk, Reeck,
Trout, Freeman and Reese
were present, comprising a
quorum. Also present were
Superintendent Tappe, Re-
cording Clerk Larson, Sta-

ples World Managing Edi-
tor Anderson and Buildings
and Grounds Director Pe-
terson. The Pledge of Alle-
giance was recited.

Motion by Frisk, second-
ed by Reeck, to adopt the
agenda. MC

Chair Wright wel-
comed those in atten-
dance

Consent Agenda

Approve minutes from
the February 17, 2026 Board
Meeting

Approve the Freshwater
Education District (FED)
menu options FY27

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Trout, to approve
the consent agenda. MC

Other

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Reese, to approve
the Resolution Appointing
Election Judges for the
April 14, 2026 School Dis-
trict Special Election. Roll
Call Vote - In Favor: Re-
eck, Reese, Freeman, Frisk,
Wright, Trout;, Opposed.:
None. MC

Other - None

Motion by Frisk, second-
ed by Reeck, to adjourn the
meeting. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
15pnc
Upcoming Meetings/
Events:

O

Fri., April 3: No school;
all offices closed

Mon., April 6: School
Board Meeting/Work Ses-
sion, CANCELLED

Tues., April 14: Election
Day

Mon., April 20: School
Board Meeting, District Of-
fice, 905 4th St. NE, Staples,
6 p.m.

Mon., May 4: School
Board Meeting/Work Ses-
sion, District Office, 905 4th
St. NE, Staples, 6 p.m.

Mon., 18: School Board
Meeting, District Office, 905
4th St. NE, Staples, 6 p.m.

Fri., May 22: Class of
2026 Graduation.



Staples World

Educational benetfits forms
still needed by schools

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

At the March 23 Sta-
ples-Motley School Board
meeting, District Business
Manager Ellie Hill said the
school still needs more fam-
ilies to fill out the educa-
tional benefits form, which
was formerly known as the
free and reduced meals
application.

Even though the state
now provides breakfast and
lunch for all students, they
only pay on top of what the
federal subsidies already
pay, and the educational
benefits forms are needed
for that funding. Hill said
those forms also contrib-
ute to the school’s amount
of Title money and their
E-rate funding.

Student needs

Middle School/High
School Principal Debbie
Ferdon gave a presentation
to the board about the dif-
ferent schedules and of stu-
dents in the building. For
example, she talked about
senior high students who
take college classes but still
come to the building for
music, sports or other spe-
cial classes.

“The kids are choosing
it for their own growth but
want to stay engaged in
what is happeningat school,”
said Ferdon. “Music and
athletics keep kids in the
building.”

The fifth and sixth grade
students still have their
schedules broken up into
blocks, while the junior
high and senior high stu-
dents have seven hour days.

Ferdon said the middle
school focuses on collabo-

ration such as working in
groups and how to use each
other to learn. Students in
ninth grade take different
classes to explore career
paths.

Safety concerns

District parent John
Dottenwhy addressed the
school board about student
safety concerns. Specif-
cally, he wanted the board
to know of two safety com-
plaints that he felt were not
acted upon by school staff.

Dottenwhy referenced
two incidents he heard
about happening at the ele-
mentary school. The first
was a playground incident
where a boy chased a girl
around with mud, and staff
declined to report it to the
principal.

“They said the principal
would just say ‘boys will be
boys’ and not do anything,”
said Dottenwhy.

The second was when a
young boy made a sexual
threat to a different stu-
dent, and Dottenwhy said
his child did not feel com-
fortable sitting at that boy’s
table in class. He asked the
school to move his child to
a different table, then found
out later that the child was
not moved.

“I trusted it would be
done, she was not moved
until she moved herself,” he
said.

Dottenwhy concluded
that his complaint was
about the response of the
adults who should take
action when things like this
occur.

School Board Chair Ryan
Wright thanked Dottenwhy
for bringing the subject
to the board, but said the
school board does not get

involved in day to day issues.

“It is good to hear how
parents are feeling, con-
tinue to keep reaching out,”
said Wright.

The board concluded
that Dottenwhy should
keep in contact with school
administration about these
concerns and the school’s
policies related to the com-
plaints.

Construction planning

The City of Staples is
planning a complete recon-
struction of 4th Street NE,
starting in April. The first
phase will affect the middle/
high school the most, with
construction blocking off
access to the school from
the east.

Tappe said they have
been attending pre-con-
struction meetings to work
on transportation and other
issues that will come up
during the process.

The second phase will
see the area in front of the
elementary school blocked
off, but that should be
after school lets out for the
summer. Tappe said it will
still affect summer activi-
ties and classes.

In other news, the

board

o Approved hire of Aaron
Carter, middle school music;
Anaya Brandt, paraprofes-
sional; Keri Bendson, food
service; Krista Heldman,
district nurse.

o Appproved hire of
speech coaches Brian Sams,
Heather Sams, Selket Jewett
and head coach Kip Hines.

o Approved credit card
policy with no changes.

o Approved MSBA pol-
icies with minimal or no
changes.

Lakewood update at
Staples City Council

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Lakewood Health System
President and CEO Lisa
Bjerga gave the Staples City
Council an update at the
March 24 council meeting.

“We continue to be inde-
pendent and financially
strong,” said Bjerga. She
said they will continue to
not impose a property tax
levy on district taxpayers.

The story of Lakewood
continues to be growth,
with 150 credentialed pro-
viders that include 14 new
providers hired in 2025.

Bjerga said there are
nearly 1,000 employees
at Lakewood, including
227 new hires in 2025. The
number of surgeries contin-
ues to rise every year, with
5,451 in 2025.

The Lakewood behav-
ioral health department is
expanding, including inte-
grating the department
with primary providers, so
that people needing their
services have immediate
access to mental health pro-
viders.

Through all the growth,
Bjerga said the focus of the
health care system contin-

ues to be on the people.

“People power that
growth,” said Bjerga, “We
have been named a ‘work-
place of choice’ for six years
inarow.”

Wadena County

The council heard from
Wadena County Commis-
sioner Bryan Winkels, who
said the county is update-
ing their comprehensive
plan. He said a public meet-
ing about it had 50 people
attend.

Winkels said the county
has now hired a county
administrator.

Winkels said the state is
starting to see growth in the
workforce. He said the job
seeker ratio is getting closer
to one job seeker to one job
available. He said it is now
at .8 people seeking for one
job, after it had gone as low
as .3 people seeking each job.

The council also heard
from Jay Tyrrell, who
indroduced himself as a
new Thomastown Township
Supervisor.

In other news, the
council
o Approved tourism mar-
keting agreement with Dis-
cover Staples and LEAP.

o Approved closure of
Staples Community Center
parking lot for Bike Rodeo
on May 28.

o Rescheduled April 14
council meeting for 8:01 p.m.
to avoid conflict with school
referendum election.

o Read Arbor Day procla-
mation, with tree planting
event to be determined.

o Approved application
for MPFA financing for lead
service line replacement
project.

° Determined there is no
conflict of interest with the
Small Cities Development
Grant program with one of
the recipients of the grant
being a state employee.

o Approved memoran-
dum of understanding and
labor agreement with IBEW
Local #31 for city workers.
The agreement combines
the street department and
plant operators into one
public works department.
The agreement also allows
for one lineman and one
licensed operator to be on
call every day.

o Heard update from Sta-
ples Community Center
construction project, which
is scheduled to be completed
in May.

First Eggs-
travaganza

Four-month-old
Emilio had fun attending
the Easter Eggstrava-
ganza in Staples with his
mom, Dayana Davidson
of Staples. The annual
event, held in the Staples
Community Center, was
sponsored by the Staples
‘93 Lions and featured a
number of games, prizes,
treats and an opportunity
to meet the Easter Bunny.
Right, more kids enjoy the
event. (Staples World pho-
to by Dawn Timbs)

Posing with the Easter Bunny

Children who attended the Staples
‘93 Lions Easter Eggstravaganza March
28, had the opportunity to pose with the
Easter Bunny, aka Madison Perius. Pic-
tured, from left, are the Brichacek siblings

Nate, six, Weston, five mos. and Vanessa,
four. The event was held at the Staples
Community Center. (Staples World photo
by Dawn Timbs)

Ten-year-old Arlo
Capistrant of Browerville
had a great time shoot-
ing hoops at the Easter
Eggstravaganza March
28. As has been tradi-
tion over the past several
years, Arlo attended the
event with her parents,
Andrew and Annie Cap-
istrant. As the age limit for
the annual holiday event
is 10, this was Arlo’s last
opportunity to attend.
They've enjoyed it every
year, the Capistrants said.
(Staples World photos by
Dawn Timbs)

Playing games, winning fun prizes

Eggstravaganza event March 18. At right
is Lion Denise Baumgart of Staples. (Sta-
ples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

One-year-old Harper Erickson of
Staples had fun playing the baby duck
game at the Staples ‘93 Lions Easter
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