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EconoLux Inn now open

4th St. NE Improvements Project begins
New Motley City Council member

Gl‘aSS fil‘e season Firefighters battled a grass fire south of Aldrich

on April 22, just hours after putting out a house fire near Aldrich. Firefighters from
Staples, Verndale, Hewitt, Bertha and Wadena helped with the fire, which was
southwest of the Balsamlund Lutheran Church, south of Aldrich. Local crews were
aided by DNR firefighters, four airplanes and a helicopter, above. (Photo by Mark

Anderson)

University of Minnesota and
Lakewood Health System expand
rural physician pipeline with new
residency program in Staples

The University of Min-
nesota Medical School and
Lakewood Health System,
Staples, are expandingrural
physician training in the
state with a new residency
program. The Lakewood
Rural Family Medicine
Residency Program was
recently approved by the
Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Educa-

tion (ACGME).

Residents will start the
three-year program with
one year of training with
the North Memorial Family

Medicine Residency Pro-

gram in North Minneapolis,
followed by two years with
Lakewood Health System in
Staples. The program will

train two new family medi-

cine physicians per year.

“We are thrilled to have
the opportunity to train
excellent family physicians
at Lakewood. Our mission
is to equip our graduates
with the broad skills and
deep knowledge necessary
to provide high-quality com-
prehensive care to patients
and families in under-

See RESIDENCY on page
3a

Lakewood financial outlook still strong

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

Lakewood Health System
has refuted a recent press
release that claims they are
on a list of hospitals “at
risk” due to Medicaid cuts.

Lakewood President/
CEO Lisa Bjerga said that
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the health system is still
financially strong.

The report is based on
the percentage of Medicare
and Medicaid patients at
state hospitals. Bjerga said
that data uses a different
methodology than audited
financials.

“As a result, it doesn’t
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reflect our actual financial
performance,” said Bjerga.
Bjerga said the health
care system is affected by
the Medicaid cuts, but they
are able to adapt the new
regulations and adjust their
operations accordingly.
“Lakewood has not had
a negative margin and
remains financially strong,
with an average positive
margin of approximately
three percent,” said Bjerga.
The press release by a
nonprofit named Public Cit-
izen was reported on by sev-
eral statewide news outlets.
Bjerga said Lakewood was
not contacted by the non-
profit or the news outlets
before publishing the story.

National Day of Prayer
Thurs., May 7, 2026, noon
Staples City Hall

B |

10499 7 02493

Staples, Minnesota $1

23

Five Cardinals earn
state speech medals

Johnson, Harvey, Rendon in top three

Five of the seven Sta-
ples-Motley entrants
medaled at the Minneosta
State Speech Tournament,
held April 25 at Park Center
High School.

Walker Johnson was
second in Creative Expres-
sion, Maddock Harvey was
second in Storytelling,
Tristan Rendon was third
in Prose, Meredith Hoem-
berg was fifth in Extem-
poraneous Reading and
Joshua Cushing was sixth
in Creative Expression.

The five medalists put
Staples-Motley in fourth
place overall as a team.
The top 20 teams with their
total score were Melrose 68,
Mounds Park Academy 59,
Fairmont 33, Staples-Mot-
ley 27, Sauk Centre 18,
Russell-Tyler-Ruthton 17,
Dassel-Cokato 16, Pequot

Lakes 12, Mountain Iron-
Buhl 12, St. Clair 10, Hawley
10, Bell Plaine 10, River
Valley 10, Loyola 9, Howard
Lake-Waverly-Winsted 8,
Perham 7, Laporte 7, New
London-Spicer 7, Pillager 7
and Walker 7.

Harvey was in first place
after the first three prelim-
inary rounds of Storytell-
ing, with judges placing
him second, first and first
in his three draws. But in
the finals, one person was
rated higher. Of the five
judges in the finals, two
ranked Harvey first, one
second and two third.

For Johnson, this was
her fifth state speech
appearance and her fourth
medal earned. After her
preliminary rounds, she
was in third place, but
moved up to second with a

State speech sendoff
Taking off for state speech, seated,
Head Coach Kip Hines, standing from

left, Maddock Harvey, Joshua Cushing,
Tristan Rendon, Walker Johnson, Lexi

photo)

superb performance in the
finals.

Rendon also moved up
in his finals performance.
In the preliminary rounds,
he ended up in eighth place
overall, the last contestant
to get a ticket to the finals.
He made use of it by jump-
ing over five competitors all
the way to third.

Hoemberg and Cushing
also were seeded eighth
after their preliminary
rounds and moved up in
the finals. Hoemberg placed
fifth and Cushing was sixth.

The other two state com-
petitors did not make it to
the finals. Brynn Bestland
placed 10th in Drama, just
two spots out of making
the finals but still in the top
half of the field. Lexi Ann
was 16th in Prose.

Ann, Meredith Hoemberg, Brynn Best-
land and coach Selket Jewett. (Submitted

School board learns how much students
appreciate referendum passing

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

The Staples-Motley
School Board canvassed the
vote total for their building
referendum at their April
20 meeting. The referendum
was approved by voters 862
- 580, the first successful
building referendum at the
district after multiple failed
attempts.

Superintendent Shane
Tappe told the board “This
was successful because our
community saw the value
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in it.”

Tappe pointed to the
time and energy that many
people put in to make the
plan and inform the public
about the referendum.

“There is a lot of time
that nobody sees, it doesn’t
come from one person,”
said Tappe.

Following the referen-
dum, Tappe said the stu-
dents at Staples-Motley
Elementary School were
aware of the results and
were very excited about it.

“The kids were saying

that our community does
support us, that they got
behind us,” said Tappe.
“These are true feelings
coming from our Kkids, they
recognize how important
this was to them.”

Tappe said one student
ran down the hallway and
gave him a hug, saying
“thank you, thank you,
thank you,” said Tappe.

“You don’t think deci-
sions that the board makes
have that kind of impact,
but they do,” said Tappe.
“The board members should

be proud of the work you
have done.”

The board reviewed the
process for selling bonds
to pay for the construction
projects. Business Manager
Ellie Hill said they will
scale the bonds over time
so the school isn’t paying
the entire interest amount
right away. Tappe said
they surely won’t see the
low interest rate they got
in their previous building
project because interest

See SCHOOL on page 12a
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EconolLux Inn in Staples
now open

VI AL ALE - TRED peini] TV

(218) 306-9851

Nehel owner

Samuel (Sam) Beard is pictured outside the Eco-
nolLux Inn in Staples which he and his wife, Geniese, re-
cently purchased. The Inn, located at 109 2nd Ave. NW,

was formerly home to the Love Hotel, which had been
shut down and closed for several months. The Beards
have worked hard to get it cleaned up and in working
order and are excited to offer the Econolux Inn to the

Staples community. For more information call 218-306-

9851 or visit www.EconoLuxIinn.com. (Staples World

photo by Dawn Timbs)

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Sam and Geniese Beard
of Coon Rapids are excited
to be first-time hotel owners
and are hoping to make the
new EconoLux Inn a ‘staple
in the Staples Community.

Formerly home to the
Love Hotel on 2nd Ave. NW,
the couple purchased the
lodging establishment some
months back, working deli-
gently since that time to

’

bring it up to code and be
acceptable for guests. They
held a soft opening in late
March.

Their goal is to change
the bad reputation of the
hotel around, making it a
positive, comfortable des-
tination for travelers seek-
ing overnight (or weekly/
monthly) accommodations.

Sam Beard said that
when they purchased the
hotel, “it was really in dis-
repair.” He went on to note

that rooms and vending
machines had been torn
apart, boilers and signs
didn’t work, and the place
was a filthy mess. They
cleaned it thoroughly about
six or seven times before
going on to do a lot of cos-
metic repairs.

Prior to their coming on
board, Beard said that the
former Love Hotel had sat
vacant from March of 2024
to July of 2025. It reopened
in August of 2024, before
closing again four months
later. He learned that at one
point before the final shut-
down, none of the employ-
ees had been paid, the
manager walked out on the
job, and the customers were
running the place. “It was
very bizarre,” Beard said.

As daunting as the situ-
ation may have seemed to
most, the Beards were up
for the challenge. “We’re
used to taking things from
scratch and putting them
back into working order,”
Sam Beard said. And, it’s
been a dream of theirs to
own a hotel, so they were
excited to learn of this
opportunity in Staples.

It’s good timing, too, as
Sam and Geniese are emp-
ty-nesters. They have two
grown daughters and “no
grandkids yet,” Sam said.

In addition to opening
the EconoLux Inn, Sam
works as an insurance
agent and Geniese keeps
very busy as a flight atten-
dant. The couple also own
spas and a carpet cleaning
business in the metro area.

The Beards hope to make
the motel more automated,
with new AI vending
machines, charging sta-
tions and deskless check-in
so guests can check in any-
time without waiting.

“The business is cer-
tainly like opening a
startup because there’s no
existing customer base,”
Sam shared, adding that
any former customers out
there have only shared neg-
ative experiences. “We’re
hoping to earn the local
community’s trust back.”

Autism affects child development

From Todd County Health
and Human Services

What is autism? Autism
spectrum disorder (ASD)
is a developmental disabil-
ity characterized by differ-
ences in social interaction
and communication as well
as the presence of restricted
and repetitive patterns of
behavior, interest or activi-
ties. People on the spectrum
may experience a range of
abilities and characteristics.
Some people may have very
noticeable characteristics,
others may not.

Core characteristics of
Autism include:

o Differences in social
interaction and communi-
cation

o Restricted, repetitive
patterns of behavior, inter-
ests or activities.

o These characteristics
typically appear early on
in development (18 to 24

months), often before chil-

dren enter grade school, but

may not become fully notice-

able until social demands
increase (24 months to 6
years).
Developmental
milestones

Although every child is
unique and will learn and

grow at their own pace, chil-

dren are expected to develop
in similar ways. Skills such

as taking a first step, smil-

ing for the first time, and
waving “bye bye” are called
developmental milestones.

Keeping track of devel-

opmental milestones will
allow you to:

o Support your child as
they grow

o Identify right away if

they may need extra help to
learn

You can review devel-

opment milestones by age
here: https://www.cdc.gov/
act-early/milestones/?CDC_
AAref_Val=https://www.
cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/
milestones/index.html

If you have concerns

that your child is not meet-
ing important develop-

mental milestones, make
an appointment with your
child’s primary care doctor
for an evaluation. You can
also call your insurance
company using the number
on the back of your member
ID card to receive a referral
or find evaluation providers
and other services in your
network.

For more information
visit the Autism Resource
Portal: https://mn.gov/
autism/
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606 WiSGﬂIISIII A\lﬂ.. SE. Staples

Smuall plants for
all the many new items Mother’'s Day gifts
from the kids!?

Assortment of
-Ilanglng Baskets in a variety
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-Mother’s Day Pots
Perennials "Annuals
Jeggies of all kinds .
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OPEN: Sunday - Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Closed Saturdays
218-851-2318 or 218-851-8372 after 5 p.m.

Staples World

Motley Council welcomes newest member

April Blackburn, second from right,
took her seat at the Motley City Council’s
table April 20, after being voted in at a
special meeting that day. Other council
members, from left, April Skeesick-Lar-

son, Dennis Erickson, Mayor Pat O'Re-
gan, Blackburn, Steve Johnson. Black-
burn replaces Nikki Bjerga, who resigned
April 13, 2026. (Staples World photo by
Dawn Timbs)

Elizabeth Blackburn will
fill vacant council seat

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

At a special meeting April 20, the Motley
City Council passed a resolution accepting
the resignation of Nicole (Nikki) Bjerga
and declaring a vacancy. Subsequently,
they approved Elizabeth Blackburn filling
the vacancy.

As noted in the resolution, the council
had received the written resignation of
Bjerga, effective April 13. They had pre-
viously accepted her resignation at their
regular meeting April 13, but it was noted
at the special meeting that the above-men-
tioned resolution must also be voted on.

Since Bjerga’s resignation, two Motley
residents had indicated their interest in
filling the vacancy, including Elizabeth
Blackburn who was in attendance at the
special meeting April 20.

City Clerk/Treasurer Tami Brother-
ton said she had contacted the League of
Minnesota Cities, who advised filling the
vacancy as soon as possible.

Council member April Skeesick-Larson
said she was impressed that Blackburn
has been attending council meetings in
the past. She went on to say she felt Black-
burn would be the best fit to fill the vacancy,

describing her as being focused and down
to earth.

In a Roll Call vote, the council voted
unanimously to approve Blackburn filling
the vacant seat. Bjerga’s term expires Dec.
31, 2026.

In a later conversation. Blackburn said
she is excited to be a part of the Motley City
Council. She’s lived in the city for 14 years
and said she became interested in being a
part of city government after attending a
planning and zoning commission meeting
regarding a rezoning application from a
cannabis company.

Blackburn, a mother of two, said she
spoke her mind at the meeting, which is
where she realized, “I have a voice.” She
went on to note the importance of being a
part of hands-on work in your city.

Prior to their move to Motley, Black-
burn and her family lived in Brainerd. She
shared that she owns her own bookkeep-
ing agency, and her husband, Jared Harris,
works for Virnig Manufacturing in Little
Falls. They have two daughters, Emily, 15
and Maddalyn, 14. They’re happy to call
Motley ‘home’ Blackburn said.

What does she like most about Motley?
“The people are kind,” Blackburn said.

Faith Lutheran
Church in Staples recent-
ly made donations to area
non-profit organizations,
including $3,340 to the
Staples Area Food Shelf
(SAFS) during March Food
Share Month and $1,836
to CARE Ministries, with
monies the church raised
during Lent.

Top photo, from left,
Pastor Carl Larson; and
food shelf volunteers Frank
Leidenfrost and Lisa Kajer.

Lower photo, Pastor
Larson and CARE Ministry
volunteer Amanda Mithun.
(Staples World photos by
Dawn Timbs)
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RESIDENCY continued from page 1a

Lakewood only the third outstate
hospital with a rural residency

training program

served rural communities
in Minnesota and beyond...
and we cannot wait to get
started,’” said Alex Harsha
Bangura, MD, residency
program director and Lake-
wood Health System family
medicine physician.

“This new residency pro-
gram is a critical invest-
ment in the future of
healthcare in Minnesota.
By training physicians in
rural communities, we’re
not only expanding access
to care where it’s needed
most, but also increasing
the likelihood that these
doctors will build their
careers and lives in Greater
Minnesota communities
like Staples,” said Shailey

Prasad, MD, MPH, associ-
ate vice president for global
and rural health at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Medi-
cal School.

Students can start apply-
ing to the program in Sep-
tember 2026, with the first
cohort set to begin in the
summer of 2027.

This new program joins
the Willmar Rural Family
Medicine Residency Pro-
gram and the Grand Itasca
Rural Family Medicine Res-
idency Program as the only
rural family medicine train-
ing programs in Minnesota,
creating new opportunities
for medical students seek-
ing specialized training in
rural healthcare.

Looking north from Highway 210, a firefighting air-

plane drops water on the fire.

Todd Cty. court

report
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Long Prairie Police

Jesus Geronimo Gonzalez, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Devon Rein Ryan Long Prairie.
Expired registration. Fine $30. Fee
$85.

Luz Virginia Valdez Cedano, Long
Prairie. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85. Driver must carry proof of
insurance when operating vehicle.
Fine $200.

MN State Patrol

Yohelly Noemy Botello Rodriguez,
Melrose. Speed 65/55. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Tessa Marie Braun Dilworth.
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Catherine Elizabeth Cavalier, Min-
neapolis. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Grace Rebecca Dallmann, Min-
netonka. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Kalvin Charles Danzl, Minneap-
olis. Speed 85/70. Fine $60. Fee
$85.

Lora Lynn Grossmeyer, Sussex,
WI. Speed 82/70. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Brayden Scott Johnson, Sauk
Centre. Speed 70/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Nathan John Lamont, Melrose.
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Seth J. Magnusen, Poplar Grove,
IL. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Ryan Matthew Marquardt, Park-
ers Prairie. Speed 65/55. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Joseph Kurt Ngiratreked, Long
Prairie. Window tint. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Gabriel Christian P Kiel, Fargo,
ND. Speed 95/70. Fine $70. Fee
$155.

John Richard Seviola, Blaine.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Mariah Mae Sturm, Fargo, ND.
Fine $60. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriffs Dept.

Juan Javier Chavez-Ramirez,
Long Prairie. Driving after suspen-
sion. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Quashieka Nicole Cook, Baxter.
Speed 80/55. Fine $70. Fee $155.

John Jonas Hershberger, Bertha.
Failure to obtain burning permit. Fine
$50. Fee $85.

Junior Noel Joseph, Long Prairie.
Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Damion Daniel Majerus, Long
Prairie. Driver must carry proof of
insurance when operating vehicle.
Fine $200. Fee $85. Expired regis-
tration. Fine $30.

Courtney Kayla Ost, Sauk Rapids.
Unlawful passing. Fine $50. Fee

GENERAC
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$85. Careless driving. Fine $100.

Carsten Christopher Wessel,
Alexandria. Driving after suspension.
Fine $200. Fee $85. Expired regis-
tration. Fine $30.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County April 13, 2026.

Rodney George Weiby, Eagle
Bend. DWI 3-operate motor vehi-
cle-alcohol concentration 0.08 within
2 hours. Local confinement (364
days, stay O yr O mo 362 days for
4 yr credit for time served: 2 days).
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine $50.
Fee $680. Open bottle-possession.
Dismissed.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County April 14, 2026.

Charity Morisang Etpison, Sta-
ples. DWI-operate motor vehi-
cle under influence of alcohol.
Dismissed. DWI-operate motor vehi-
cle-alcohol consumption 0.08 within
2 hours. Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (90 days, stay O yr 0 mo 89
days for 1 yr credit for time served:
1 day). Supervised probation, 1 yr.
Fine $400. Fee $115.

Kyalee Marie Fritz-Ashwood,
Brainerd. Threatened crime of
violence. Dismissed. Assault-4th
degree-Peace Officer-physically
assaults. Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (364 days, stay 313 days for 2
yr credit for times served: 51 days).
Supervised probation, 2 yr. Fine $50.
Fee $75. Obstruct legal process-in-
terfere w/Peace Officer. Dismissed.
Liquor consumption by person under
21. Dismissed.

Cody Michael Johnson, Long
Prairie. Assault-5th degree-inflict or
attempt bodily harm. Dismissed. Dis-
orderly conduct. Local confinement
(90 days, stay 0 mo 90 days for 1 yr).
Unsupervised probation, 1 yr. Fine
$50. Restitution $175.98 Fee $75.

Yaritza Melis Serrano, Browerville.
Obstruct legal process-interfere w/
Peace Officer. Local confinement (3
days, stay O yr 0 mo O days credit for
time served: 3 days). Fine $50. Fee
$75. Reckless driving. Dismissed.
Criminal damage to property in the
4th degree. Dismissed.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County April 15, 2026.

Tyler Jordan Spanswick, Long
Prairie. DWI-4th degree driving while
impaired. Dismissed. DWI-operate
motor vehicle-alcohol consumption
0.08 within 2 hours. Sentenced.
Local confinement 90 days, stay 90
days for 2 yr). Supervised probation,
2 yr. Fine $400. Fee $100.
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75 Years Aco - 1951

o April 26, 1951 - Mrs. Guy
Irwin, news reporter for
the world from the Motley
village, submitted to an
appendectomy at the Sta-
ples Municipal Hospital
Thursday of last week. She
is apparently progressing
satisfactorily.

Mrs. G. F. Hildebrandt
wrote the Motley news this
week.

o April 26, 1951 - M. G.
Huff and Robert Belling of
Staples are in Minneapolis
this week, where they are
attending the Minnesota
state funeral directors con-
vention.

Mr. Huff represents the
M. G. Huff & Son, and Mr.
Belling the Carlson-Belling
Funeral homes in Staples.

o April 26, 1951 - Final
practices are being held for
the annual senior class play

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -

of the staples high school
which is to be presented in
the auditorium on Tuesday
evening, May 1, with the
first curtain at 8:15 o’clock.

The mystery-comedy,
“Stranger in the Night” is
the play to be presented this
year.

Under the direction of Mr.
Norman Anderson of the
dramatic department, the
cast is now at final rehears-
als on the play which prom-
ises to be one of the most
outstanding productions
put on by the school in a
number of years past.

o April 26, 1951 - Six
women, members of the
Women’s Thursday Bowl-
ing League of Hi-Way Lanes
in Staples, participated in
the annual bowling classic
at Park Rapids April 22, all
of them placing in the tour-
nament in both singles and
doubles events.

Those making the trip
included Twylla Hand,
Alice Thorn, Myrtle Thorn,
Grace Brollard, Jessie Bar-
rett and Louis Kinneberg.
Jessie Barrett placed second
in the singles event, and
Twylla Hand took the fifth
place honors in the singles.

o April 26, 1951 - Rans
Barrus, Don Jacobson, Bob
Ousley, John Thorn, Len
Clewett and Charley Page
leave for the National Amer-
ican Bowling Congress
tournament at St. Paul audi-
torium to bowl in the event
at 9:30 p.m. Sunday evening,
April 29.

o April 26, 1951 - On sale
at Ernie’s Food Market:
Oranges, Sunkist, 2 doz. for
59 cents; Nash’s Coffee, 2
Ibs., $1.69; Pillsbury’s Best
Flour, 50-1b. bag, $3.89.

o April 26, 1951 - The Dav-
enport Cafe in Motley will
open sometime next week.
It has been rented to Mrs.
Emma Sandstrom of Brain-
erd. She has a great deal
of experience in cafe and
restaurant work and comes
here highly recommended.

50 Years Ago - 1976

o April 22, 1976 - “Cowboy
on the Moon” (Rodeo in
Town) is the name of the
spring operetta which will
be presented next week by
the Sacred Heart school.
Melissa Hobson is direct-
ing the operetta and Jeanne
Lyons is the accompanist.

The cast of characters
includes the following:
Miss Cornell, Ellen Weyer;
Happy Hopagog, Joseph
Meyer; Three-gun Luke,
Joel Rengel; Mr. Blair, Jim
Lelwica; Samantha Blair,
Michele DeMars; Kristi
and Tony (two school chil-
dren who know of Happy’s
arrival), Darla Mertens and
Doug Peterson.

o April 22, 1976 - Because
most Todd County residents
are earning more than they
did in other years, and

0 0)

Mystery pho

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from 1990. Do you know who
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory

you’re from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s

to share? Email your answers and where

because more women are
working and bringing home
paychecks these days, many
local families have moved
into higher income brack-
ets.

Some local families,
whose earnings had pre-
viously been below $8,000,
have graduated to the
$10,000 and over level.

o April 22, 1976 - The sta-
ples Area Vocational Tech-
nical Institute will host an
Open House at the three
campuses of the Institute
April 25 and 26. The Open
House will feature the
AVTI’s annual Skill Fair,
which is a contest of stu-
dent projects demonstrat-
ing many vocational skills.

o April 22, 1976 - Steve
Gardner and Peggy Finn
represented the Staples
Rotary Club at the recent
19th Rotary Model United
National Assembly in Win-
nipeg, Canada.

The country assigned to
the Staples delegation was
New Zealand, so during
the two-day assembly, they
deliberated and acted on
matters in accordance with
the country’s beliefs, based
on in depth studies prior to
departing for Winnipeg.

Delegates were housed
in homes of various Rotar-
ians of Winnipeg. Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Donat accom-
panied Gardner and Finn to
the event.

o April 22, 1976 - The Sta-
ples Lionelles elected new
officers for the coming year
at their regular meeting
April 19, at Ted and Gen’s
Aldrich.

Selected to head the

organization for 1976-77 is
president Twy Japke. Other
officers are 1st vice pres-
ident, Lois Moe; 2nd vice
president, Joan Doll; secre-
tary, LaVonne Seipkes; trea-
surer, Hilma Peet.

o April 22, 1976 - For sale
at Stern’s Fair Lady in
Staples: Super-Slicker, $6.
Super-Slick All-Weather
Protection you can zip right
up to the neck. Stern’s Fair
Lady - ‘Fashion with a Flair.”

o April 22, 1976 - For sale
at Ernie’s Food Market in
Staples: Occident Flour,
50 1b. bag, $5.99; Maxwell
House Coffee, 3 1b. can,
$3.69; Grade AA Large Eggs,
dozen, 69 cents.

o April 22,1976 - “We Must
be Doing Something Right”
is the theme of the 17th
annual Spring Conference
of the Minnesota Council
of Teachers of English to
be held April. 30 and May 1
in Willmar.

Jon Hassler of Staples,
humanities instructor at
Brainerd Community Col-
lege, will present “A Photo
Journal Through New
England” at one of the ses-
sions. Hassler spent the past
year on a sabbatical leave
and spent some of the time
studying and painting in
New England.

Guy Doud, also of Sta-
ples, Brainerd High school
speech and English teacher,
will make a dramatic
presentation: “Clarence
Darrow” at the Saturday
noon luncheon.

25 Years Aco - 2001

° April 26, 2001 - Staples
Motley High School speech
team members who com-

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery

lished in the March 26, 1992 edition of

the Staples World featured

the 1991-92 Cardinal girls basketball
team who were honored at the annual
potluck banquet. From left are Amy Win-
kels, Most Valuable Player; Sheri Brever,

Miss Hustle and Sparkplug

paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

peted in the Minnesota State
High School League Class A
Speech Tournament April
21 included Jacob Swenson,
Peter Swenson, Julia Nytes,
Martin Brenny, Matt Olsen
and Erin Belanger.

o April 26, 2001 - Adam
Barnett claimed first place
in both the 100 and 300
meter hurdles events in
two track meets last week
to pace the Staples Motley
boys to a first and second
place showing.

The boys won the Pioneer
Invitational Friday at Pierz
with 154.5 points to 103.5
for Crosby-Ironton. Three
days earlier the boys had
finished second to Pequot
Lakes at their invitational.

At the Pierz meet, Bar-
nett ran the 100 hurdles in
15.7 seconds and the 300 in
41.5. At Pequot Lakes, Bar-
nett won the two hurdles
events with times of 15.4
and 42.6 seconds.

10 Years Aco - 2016

o April 28, 2016 - People
gathered to watch as the
eagle sculpture was lifted
onto the rock at the Staples
All Veterans Park April 22.
The Staples All Veterans
and Community Park Asso-
ciation contracted with
artist Jeff Kreitz to create
the sculpture.

The eagle is made of
stainless steel and con-
nected to the rock with steel
rods drilled into the top. The
rock was donated by Fran-
cis and MaryAnn Zetah of
Motley. Part of the funding
for the statue came from a
grant from the Five Wings
Arts Council.
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members of

awards; Ker-

ry Berg, Most Improved underclassman;

Basement and Crawl Space
Problems Solved

Carrie Adams, Heart award; Steph Hei-
er, Most Improved upperclassman; Gret-
ta Swecker, Best Sixth Player and True
Grit awards; LaVonne Holmberg, Most
Blocks award.

Judy Wolak of Staples correctly
identified all except Kerry Berg. Thanks
for participating in our mystery photo.
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*Thousands of Satisfied
Customers
* Transferable Warranty
* Licensed-Insured
* Providing Realistic
Solutions
MN License BC542636
ND License #56638

320-654-9900

Leaky basements made dry
Drain tile & baseboard systems
Buckling walls corrected
Foundation repair & wall crack repair
Egress window installation
NOW OFFERING
FINANCING

Basement Water Controlled
Providing Service Since 1967

RESS
www.safedrybasement.com WINDOWs

] Safe
L] secure I HOLD-RIGHT™WALL ANCHORS
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The Staples World office,
moved to 207 4th St. NE
open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon.
«For afternoon availability,
call 218-894-1112.

Regular advertising and copy
deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.
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How do fish breathe, really?

As a person who came
close to “meeting his mak-
er” in an Atlantic Ocean
undertow off a Florida
beach many years ago, I had
a firsthand demonstration
of the impassable biologi-
cal barrier that separates
creatures that live under-
water from those that live
above it. In brief desperate
moments that could have
been my last, as I timed my
breaths

- ‘J} -

between
Inside the

wave crests
that were
W Outdoors

breaking
over me, I
might have
wished for |
gills in-
stead of
lungs. But
luck or
providence
was with
me, and I | /
didn’thave Mike Rahn
to learn as

life’s final -0-
lesson just how ill-equipped
land creatures are to sur-
vive under water!

Anglers know as well as
anyone about the intersec-
tion between life on land
and life under water. From
our boats, or while wading
moving waters, or perhaps
from shore, or a fishing pier,
we tempt fish with bait or
with artificial lures that we
hope will trigger a feeding
urge, or a strike response.
At the conclusion of these
dramas we lift a fish out of
their world and into ours.
Many fish that are caught
are released in the hope
that they will survive, per-
haps to be caught again,
while some are destined for
a place on the menu.

Even fish that are re-
leased face an element of
risk that can take several
forms. One of these risks
is the amount of time a fish
spends out of water. If we
can imagine ourselves be-
ing held under water and

having to hold our breath
until we are allowed to re-
surface, a fish experiences
the same thing in reverse.
While out of water it is es-
sentially unable to breathe.

Other mortality causes,
like hook wounds, and baro-
trauma from being brought
up from too great a depth,
may be more predictably
deadly. But too much time
handling a fish, perhaps
shooting trophy photos
or videos to memorialize
a great catch, can affect a
released fish’s chances of
survival, too. In a perfect

world, fish that are to be re-

leased would be unhooked
and sent on their way while
still in the water.

This train of thought
got me to pondering just
how a fish can extract the

life-giving oxygen all crea-

tures need from the water
in which it swims. “With
its gills,” is the simple—but

incomplete—answer. A cu-

rious person might follow
with the question “But how
does it actually work?

Those who paid atten-
tion in high school chem-

istry class know that water
is made up of molecules
that are a combination of

atoms of oxygen and hydro-
gen. Two atoms of hydro-

gen joined to one atom of
oxygen make one molecule
of water, good old H20. Do
fish extract the oxygen that
all living creatures need
from the water in which
they swim?

Wouldn’t that be ide-

al, swimming around in
all those water molecules

that contain oxygen?! Un-
fortunately, all that oxy-

gen in the water in which
fish swim is unavailable to
them. The bond between
hydrogen and oxygen in a
water molecule is a strong
one. It’s a bond too strong
to allow the oxygen to be

separated as water pass-

es over a fish’s gills. Fish
obtain their oxygen from

what is called “dissolved
oxygen,” which in varying
amounts is mixed in with
all of that water.

Creatures of the land
and air that breathe
through lungs have a ready
supply of oxygen, which
makes up almost 21 percent
of earth’s atmosphere. The
oxygen that fish can use,
dissolved oxygen, is such
a small amount of water’s
total volume that it is mea-
sured in parts-per-million.
Seven or eight parts per
million is considered an
optimal concentration of
dissolved oxygen for many
bodies of water.

But where does dis-
solved oxygen in water
come from? Some is pro-
duced right where fish live,
by underwater plants. Just
as trees and green plants on
land produce oxygen with
sunlight by the process of
photosynthesis, it happens
under water too, with sub-
merged vegetation, includ-
ing algae. Dissolved oxy-
gen is also captured from
the air and introduced into
lakes and streams by wind
and wave action, and by
turbulence caused by water
flowing over boulders and
other stream bottom irreg-
ularities.

Colder water holds more
oxygen than warmer water,
and—all else being equal—
deeper waters tend to hold
less oxygen than shallow
water. Even time of day can
make a difference. Sunlight
absorbed by underwater
plant life releases oxygen
through the photosynthet-
ic process in daytime only.
Waters with a high nutrient
load, often caused by fertil-
izers or organic farm run-
off, also are likely to hold
less oxygen.

So now we know how the
essential dissolved oxygen
gets into our lakes, rivers,
and streams. But how do
fish extract it from the wa-
ter with their gills? Any-

/E,‘Opinion

one who has caught a fresh
water fish knows that its
gills are bright red. That
gill structure is made up
of many tiny filaments,
arranged in a comb-like
structure that maximizes
their surface area. These
filaments appear red
thanks to a concentration
of blood-carrying capillar-
ies. These capillaries are
just beneath a thin mem-
brane, a membrane so thin
that oxygen molecules can
easily pass through it.

As a fish forces water
over these filaments by the
coordinated pumping ac-
tion of its mouth and gill
covers, the blood in these
filaments—moving in a di-
rection opposite to the wa-
ter flow—absorbs dissolved
oxygen molecules from the
water as that water passes
over the gill filaments and
out the gill covers. Carbon
dioxide, a waste product of
a fish’s respiration, is at
the same time passed out of
the blood and into the water
flowing through its gills.

The gill structure is a
marvelous adaptation that
allows a fish to extract
life-giving oxygen from its
underwater environment.
It is so important that an-
glers are justifiably cau-
tioned against harming the
gills of any fish that is to be
released. Old time photos
of fish being held up for the
camera with an angler’s fin-
gers in the gills should send
a shudder through anyone
who knows just how vital
and sensitive this organ is.

Only in the world of
comic book super heroes do
we find a creature—Aqua-
man—who could bridge
the biological barrier that
separates life in the worlds
above and under the water.
Though we consider the
fishes as several rungs be-
low us on the ladder of life,
their adaptation to live in
subaquatic environments
is a truly remarkable one.

Book looks at effects of big ag on
rural Minnesota communities

By Brad Trom
Blooming Prairie, MN

Living in rural Minnesota, you see
the landscape change. You see the
groves disappear, the farmhouses sit
empty, and the “For Sale” signs on
Main Street stay up just alittle toolong.
But rarely do you see the mechanics of
that change laid bare as clearly as they
are in a new book, Dodge County In-
corporated, by Sonja Trom Eayrs.

This isn’t just a book about farm-
ing; it’s a forensic accounting of how a
community’s soul is traded for indus-

trial efficiency.
The Industrial Shift

The author captures the creeping
transition from family-owned hus-
bandry to industrial extraction. For
those of us who grew up with the
sounds of a diverse farmstead, the
silence described in these pages—re-

placed only by the hum of industrial
ventilation fans—is hauntingly accu-

rate.

“undoings”:

The book highlights several key

» The Loss of Local Logic: Decisions
about the land are no longer made at
the kitchen table by people who drink
the well water; they are made in glass
towers by people who see the county as
a cell on a spreadsheet.

- The Environmental Debt: It tackles
the heavy reality of nitrate loading
and air quality. We aren’t just growing
corn and hogs; we are exporting our
topsoil and our health.

» The Hollowed-Out Economy: The
“Incorporated” in the title is the kicker.
While the profits flow out to sharehold-
ers, the costs—road wear, water treat-
ment, and social services—are stayed
firmly on the local taxpayer.

Why This Matters Now

refusal to lean into simple nostalgia.
The book doesn’t just say, “the old days

were better.” It argues that the current

trajectory is unsustainable. It chal-

lenges the “get big or get out” mantra

this.

What I appreciated most was the
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that has been forced down our throats
for forty years, showing that when we
“get big,” the community is usually
what gets “out.”

Dodge County Incorporated is a
tough read, not because the writing is
difficult—it’s actually quite gripping—
but because it asks us to look at the
cracks in our own foundation. It’s a
call to action for anyone who believes
that a farm should be more than a fac-
tory and a county should be more than
a subsidiary.

If you care about the future of the
Midwest, or if you’ve ever wondered
why your small town feels a little thin-
ner than it used to, you need to read
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Quote of the week
“Journalism allows its
readers to witness history;
fiction gives its readers an
opportunity to live it.”
— John Hersey

Fischbach working
on Farm Bill

By Michelle Fischbach
U.S. Representative

I sat down with the Min-
nesota Pork Producers to
discuss the path forward
for the 2026 Farm Bill and
the critical need for a fed-
eral solution to Proposition
12. We discussed my bill, the
Investing in Rural Ameri-
ca Act, which is included in
the Farm Bill, to help com-
munity banks finance es-
sential facilities like rural
healthcare and childcare.

I also met with members

of Growth Energy to ad-
vocate for year-round E15
sales and expanded biofuel
opportunities. Standardiz-
ing E15 year-round will save
Minnesota families at the
pump and boost demand for
our corn farmers. We dis-
cussed implementation of
the 45Z Clean Fuel Produc-
tion Tax Credit, and I will
continue to push the admin-
istration to provide clear
guidance that recognizes
the sustainable on-farm
conservation practices our
producers already use.

Quote of the week
“Baseball is ninety percent
mental and the other half
is physical”

— Yogi Berra

Minnesota
legislature

update

on

active bills

By Cora Hoffer
Senior Policy Associate
Center For Rural Affairs

The legislature passed
its third committee dead-
line on April 17, marking
the finalization of omnibus
finance bills. Bills can still
move after the third com-
mittee deadline, though it
becomes significantly hard-
er. Session is scheduled to
conclude on May 18.

The Senate Energy, Utili-
ties, Environment, and Cli-
mate Committee has moved
a package of bills and ap-
propriations forward (Sen-
ate File [SF] 4504). Included
in this package is SF 3873,
a bill for plug-in solar, and
SF 1710, a bill appropriating
funds from the Renewable
Development Account to
invest in the study of and
establishment of local fer-
tilizer production. The bill
passed out of committee,
and was referred to the Fi-
nance Committee.

o Contact your Senate
representative to support
SF 4504, an omnibus poli-
cy and appropriations bill
from the Energy, Utilities,
Environment, and Climate.

o Contact your represen-
tatives on the House Energy
Finance and Policy Commit-
tee asking for their support
on House File (HF) 3555, a
bill that would allow for the
installation and operation
of household plug-in solar
panels.

o Contact your legisla-
tors to oppose HF 4290 / SF
4479, companion bills that
would allow counties to des-
ignate certain agricultural
lands as unsuitable for elec-
tric power facilities.

o Track legislation affect-
ing rural communities by
following priority bills and
staying informed through-
out the session at cfra.org/
policy/bill-tracker.

What we’re following

OPPOSE - HF 4290 (Rep.
Schultz) / SF 4479 (Sen. Ku-
pec): These companion bills
allow counties to designate
certain agricultural lands
as unsuitable for electric
power facilities. The bill
proposes limiting develop-
ment on land with a crop
productivity index rating
of more than 75, or alter-
natively, land designated as
prime farmland.

The Center believes that
renewable energy and ag-
riculture does not require
an either/or approach. In-

corporation of low-impact
management or dual-use
practices at a solar site can
offer opportunities to com-
bine solar and agriculture.
This bill could restrict land-
owners from taking advan-
tage of the economic ben-
efits of solar development
and limit their right to de-
cide what is best for their
land.

In the Senate, the bill re-
ceived an informal hearing
in the Agriculture, Veter-
ans, Broadband, and Rural
Development Committee.
During an informal hear-
ing, testimony is heard, but
no decisions are made on
the bill. It is laid over in the
committee for possible in-
clusion in an omnibus bill.
In the House, the bill was
introduced and assigned
to the Agriculture Finance
and Policy Committee, but
has not received a hearing.

SUPPORT - HF 2103
(Rep. Anderson P. H.) / SF
1710 (Sen. Putnam): These
companion bills appropri-
ate $8 million to encourage
local investment in fertiliz-
er production and reduce
costs for farm businesses.
In addition, they prioritize
using energy that would
otherwise be curtailed,
which can limit renewable
energy output and reduce
production tax revenue that
can be used by counties to
support local schools, emer-
gency services, and local
infrastructure. These bills
were highlighted in our last
update.

In the Senate, the bill
language was amended
onto the energy omnibus
bill (SF 4504), which passed
out of the Energy, Utilities,
Environment and Climate
committee on April 13 and
was referred to the Finance
Committee.

SUPPORT - HF 3555 (Rep.
Kraft) / SF 3873 (Sens. Kupec
and McEwen): These com-
panion bills establish regu-
lations for the installation
and operation of household
plug-in solar photovoltaic
panels or devices that meet
strict safety codes. These
bills were highlighted in
our last update.

In the Senate, the bill
language was amended
onto the energy omnibus
bill (SF 4504), which passed
out of the Energy, Utilities,
Environment and Climate
committee on April 13 and
was referred to the Finance
Committee.
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Women of Today olori contest

Winners of the Staples-Motley Wom-
en of Today Easter coloring contest were
announced and received prizes on April
1. Pictured above, Astrid Karolus, winner

ted photos)

of the four years and under categoryand

Aiden Roline, grades 1-2 contest winner;
right, Himalaya Reese is the winner of the
age five/kindergarten contest. (Submit-

CLC shows beneflts of
PSEQO college credits

High school students
across Minnesota have an
opportunity to get a start
on their college education
through the Post-Secondary
Enrollment Options (PSEO)
program at Central Lakes
College.

Through PSEO, eligible
high school students can
earn college credits while
still in high school — at no

cost to families. The pro-

gram allows students to
take college-level courses

and make meaningful prog-

ress toward a degree before

graduating high school.

Central Lakes College
will host an upcoming PSEO
Information Night for stu-
dents and parents interest-
ed in learning more about
how the program works, el-
igibility requirements, and
how to get started.

Brainerd campus:
Wednesday, May 6 from 5-6
pm. Enter door 1 and head
to the cafeteria.

Beyond the cost savings,
students who participate
in PSEO at Central Lakes
College become part of an

engaging and supportive
campus community. PSEO
students attend classes
alongside college students,
build connections with in-
structors, and gain confi-
dence in a real college envi-
ronment.

Many families are sur-
prised to learn how acces-
sible the program is. Stu-
dents from any Minnesota
high school, including ho-
meschool programs, may be
eligible to participate.

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

32 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341
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Red Sand
Project at
CLC May 6

The community is wel-
come to participate in Cen-
tral Lakes College’s Annual
Red Sand Project on May 6
at both campuses. This is an
open-house style event.

Brainerd campus: Doors
1 & 24 from 11 a.m. -1:30 p.m.

Staples campus: Main
entrance from 12 -1 p.m.

The purpose of this
event is to bring awareness
to human rights issues
that impact the community,
state and country. Partici-
pants will be able to place
red sand in the cracks of
the sidewalk, to represent
those who fall through the
cracks. Learn more about
these important issues and
help spread awareness.

00
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Senior Nutrition
Program, Staples
Call mornings (218-979-4118)

the Thursday before to reserve
next week’s meal(s) and current
suggested donation info. LSS
Meals - traditional older adult
menu (subject to change).

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00
a.m.,with meal reservations.

Staples

218-979-4118

May 11 -May 15

Monpay - Tuna noodle
casserole, green beans, hot
spiced peaches, dinner roll,
vanilla pudding/topping,
marg., 1% milk.

Tuespay - CLOSED

Webnespay - Salisbury
steak, mashed potatoes,
brown gravy, green beans,
dinner roll, vanilla wafers,
marg., 1% milk.

THurspay - Tater tot hot-
dish, whole kernel corn,
apple crisp, wheat bread,
marg., 1% milk.

Fripay - Chicken Cordon
Bleu, sliced carrots, rice pi-
laf, applesauce cup, wheat
dinner roll, marg., 1% milk.

wk20
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Apr. 30

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

May 1

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meeting Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

May 3
CEeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP

MeeTings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist

Pregnant?

You have support.
You have help.

lakesareapregnancy.org

Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,
Motley.

May 4

StarLEs AReA ReTiRep Eb-
ucators (REAM) WiLL MeeT
Monday, May 4, at Staples
City Hall, at 9:30 a.m. The
program will feature the
Staples Legacy Arboretum.

May 5

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA croup MtGs IN STa-
pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Thank you to our generous supporters

Wadena License Bureau

Anonymous

Hope Chapel Sunday School
Michael & Noelle Hudalla
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COUNTY Mlﬁesorg: INFORMATION SYSTEM

(GIS) is an emerging & expanding focus area for
Chippewa County, and we are excited to grow this
function as part of an organizational restructure!
The newly added job positions provide a rare opportunity to
help define the role, influence how GIS is utilized across the
County, and be part of implementing new processes and

initiatives. The County will be making one hire whose
qualifications best align with the needs of the position.

HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF GIS
IN CHIPPEWA COUNTY

GIS Coordinator

The Coordinator position will plan, coordinate and supervise
all activities related to GIS. Pay range $32.29 - $36.33/hr

GIS Technician

The Technician will perform intermediate skilled technical
work. Starting pay range of $28.97 - $32.62/hour.

Full job descriptions can be found on our website:
Https://www.chippewacountymn.gov; or call Human
Resource at 320-269-2677.
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COUNTY

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES/
PLANNING & ZONING DIRECTOR

SALARY RANGE: $41.86 - $56.26 DOQ

Stevens County has an exciting opportunity as the head of the
Environmental Services Department. This is a full-time, exempt
position with supervisory and budgeting responsibilities along
with administering and enforcing the County’s Zoning,

Land Use, Solid Waste, SSTS and ~
fx‘& STEVENS
A COUNTY MN

County Feedlot Ordinances.

For more information go to:
WWW.co.stevens.mn.us under
Employment Opportunities or

scan the QR Code

Stevens County is an EEO Employer
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SALE TIME: 9:00 A_M.
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Timothy Fread

Timothy Paul Fread, 79,
of Long Prairie, passed
away peacefully on April
1, 2026, with his loving
brother by his side.

A celebration of life will
be held on May 2, 2026, from

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Ma-
jestic Oaks Golf Club, locat-
ed at 701 Bunker Lake Blvd
NE, Ham Lake, 55304.

Tim was born Octo-
ber 19, 1946, to Martin and
Dorothy Fread in Tacoma,
Washington. At the time
of Tim’s birth, complica-
tions caused his hearing
loss and cerebral palsy. The
family moved many times
until his father’s death in
1955, after which Dorothy
settled the family in her
hometown of Staples. Tim
attended Faribault school
for the deaf. In September
of 1975, he began working
for STEP, in Browerville.
After retirement, he con-
tinued to be involved with
STEP’s Senior Program.

Tim lived at home with
his mother until his early
50’s, when he chose to move
to a group home where he

thrived. He enjoyed fish-

ing, bowling, forming many
friendships and watching
the Twins and Vikings on
TV.

He is survived by one
brother, Martin Donald

Fread, Jr. and sister-in-law,

Barbara Fread; nieces and

nephews, Kimberly Fread,
Doug (Rozanne) Fread,
Cathy (Mike) Bengtson,

Rick (Boom) Nelson, Rob
(Susan) Nelson, Colleen
(Duane) Fletcher, Jodie
(Tom) Wendt, Suzanne

Brown and Mark (Kather-
ine) Nelson; many great-
and great-great nieces,

nephews and cousins.

Tim was preceded in
death by his parents; one
sister, Dodie Nelson; one
brother-in-law, John Nelson
and one nephew, Michael
Fread.

The family wishes to
thank Tim’s Oakridge
Homes family for their
many years of loving care,
as well as the wonderful
staff and hospice providers
at Cerenity Senior Care in
White Bear Lake for their
compassionate care during
Tim’s final days.

Arrangements are by
the Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.
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Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
Sunday Worship
Sunday School .
WEDNESDAY
AWANA. .....

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
for all ugesr
Morning Worship Service. .10:
Children's Church (Kids start in main
worship service) ... 1T am.
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. Adter school t0 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. Adter school t0 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ

27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein

Facebook Live

Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.............cocoveeeee.. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Adult Bible Study..........cooococ...... 6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service................... 9:00a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship.........occoooree. 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples
QU 218-631-1598
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: Sunday. 8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship .........ooovcccverrene 9:30 am.
Sabbath School ... 10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923

Pastor Scott Jorgenson
Sunday Worship...............ccoec... 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH.........6:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran

1000 4th St., NE, Staples........... 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Service ..........c...... 9:00 a.
Sunday School and Bible Class....10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples..
Sunday Worshlp
(Nursery Availabi

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Janet Eckman SMA................... 218-837-5831
jre227 @yahoo.com

Sunday Worship............ooeseereere 8:30 a.m.
Cushing

Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN
320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship..........ooocoeeesrrceeees 9:00 a.m.
Communion................... 1st and 2nd Sunday

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel .........oooooceerren. 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing

Pastor Dan Holmes 320-749-2583
Sunday School .9:30 a.m.
Worship.... 10:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible study..............

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader ...
Sandy Kni
of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January...

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466............oocccccreveee. 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
facebook live.......oocvveeeeeereeeereene 9am.
WEDNESDAY

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley............... 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class.....8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship............oocecocreee 9:30 a.m.

Staples Area Church Directory

St. Michael Catholic Church
280 Tst Ave S, Motley................ 218-631-1598
Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

MasS: SUNAAY.cervverrrerrsserrrserrens 10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Service.............. 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA meeting..................... 8:00 p.m.

Oylen

Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School
Sunday Worship

........ 10:00 a.m.
......... 11:00 a.m

Pillager

First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship............oococcccrrr. 9:30 a.m
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sunduys
8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson

N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on C|y34to Cty. 104.
..218-746-3839

Worship...........
Sunday Worship... 7:00 p.m
WEDNESDAY 7:00 p.m

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
cwrious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering ...
Connection Point

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
Sunday School .
Sunday Worship... ..10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ... 7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship............coocccceree 10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship............occocecre 10:30 a.m.

....9:30 a.m

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship............cccccccrcrre 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ..................... 218-371-7189

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship...........cccccccrerrrn. 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School ......10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night .......ooooececreeereesenns 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale

218-445-5108

Pastor Jill Pawlowski

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952

Sunday Service 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study 10:30 a.m.
St. Frederick Catholic Church

20 Mason Avenue NW
Verndale ...........c.rverrenes 218-631-1598

parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

St. Hubert Catholic Church
BlUEGrass....oooooevverreecerrerrreen 218-631-1598
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Leaf River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6

Wadena

St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

St. Ann’s Catholic Church

514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol,
218-632-7310
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Mass: Sunday (livestream)......o...eeseeees 10a.m.

Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor

SUNDAY
Youth Prayer
Worship Service
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups cooocoevveeeeeesereeeeeeesnns 6:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study........

Sunday Worship..........cccccoccecrnnnns 9:00 a.m.

MASS: Saturday — eveeeeeesereenne 6:00 p.m

4:00 p.m.

Mass: SAtUIAAY.c.vrevvrerrercnrerernes

Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Sunday Worship..........coesscccevere 10:00 a.m.

Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

War.
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“Encamped Angels”

“God’s Word For Today”

In 1875, as popular Christian singer-
songwriter Ira Sankey sang, he noticed
a sad man in his small audience. As they
talked later, Sankey discovered they had
a unique connection from the recent Civil

The sad man, a Confederate soldier, had
been on guard duty when he saw a Union
soldier walking along unaware he was being
observed. The Confederate soldier raised
his rifle to shoot, then realized the Union
soldier was singing a hymn his mother once
sang to him. Remembering his mother’s
Christian influence, he lowered his gun. The
unsuspecting Union man ceased singing

and walked on. Sankey had been the sing-
er. God had protected him.

“For the Angel of the Lord is a guard; he
surrounds and defends all who fear him.”

- (Psalm 34:7)

Indeed, God’s protection comes in many
forms, sometimes in surprisingly unexpect-
ed ways. While we may not always know
how He does it, we know He protects us for
our benefit and His glory.

Thought for the Day: Our assurance of
God’s protection means we need not fear

the future.

--Submitted by Pastor Roy Miles, Staples

Assembly Of God

I

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-
1112,

06 LM

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches

Tower Pizza

Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building

Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN
218-894-1112

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworid.com.
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com
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Brian Wise

Brian Leslie Wise, 72,
died April 14, 2026, at his
home in Staples.

Brian donated his body
to science at the U of M as
he died of a rare small cell
bladder and small cell bone
cancer.

A Celebration of Life Ser-
vice will be held Friday, May
8, at 11 a.m. at the Motley
Free Methodist Church, 33
Wellwood St East, Motley,
with Pastor Jim Johnson
officiating. Visitation will
be held one hour prior to
services at the church.

Brian liked to fish; fol-
lowing the service, the lun-
cheon may have some fish
on the dining table. Fishing
opener is May 9. Brian is
going to miss it this year,
but he wanted to make sure
others did not.

Brian was born May 20,
1953 to Floyd and Clarice
(Schrupp) Wise in Little
Falls.

He attended school in
Staples graduating from
Staples High School in 1971.
He married Diana Lane in
Anchorage, Alaska Sept. 28,
1974. They had two children,
Joshua in 1976 and Jessica
in 1977.

Brian loved hunting, fish-
ing and his dogs. He owned
Temple Press in Staples
along with his dad. While
living in Staples Brian was
active in the Staples Sports-
mans Club.

Brian was born again,
accepting Jesus as his Lord
and Savior on Sept. 3, 1988.
He attended Rhema Bible
Training College in Broken
Arrow, OK from 1989 to
1991, graduating from the
Pastor’s Group. After Bible
College the family moved
to Milaca where he worked
at Sentenial Printing in St.
Cloud, retiring in 2019. The
couple retired to Mazatlan,
Mexico, where they had
never been and didn’t speak
Spanish. They packed the
truck with 12 totes, two old
dogs, two old people and

drove until they said, “This
looks good.”

They returned to the
states to be with family fol
lowing Brian’s diagnosis of
prostate cancer.

He is survived by his wife,
Diana; one son, Joshua;
one daughter, Jessica
(Eric) Betzler; five grand
children, Karley, Kristen,
Trevor, Gavin and Bronte;
one great-grandson, Micah;
mother, Clarice; one brother,
Tim; two sisters, Linda
Gathrite and Natalie (Steve)
Olsen and other relatives.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Floyd and one
brother, Rick Wise.

In lieu of flowers, invest
the funds into your favor-
ite Missionary so they may
better spread the gospel of
Jesus Christ throughout the
world. If you don’t know
any missonaries, contact
Pastor Jim Johnson, Motley
Free Methodist Church, PO
Box A, Motley, MN 56466.

To send condolences mail
to Diana at her temporary
address: 613 4th St. SW, Sta-
ples, MN 56479.

Brian’s in heaven, wait-
ing for you to join him
when it’s your time. Going
to heaven or going to hell is
your choice - choose wisely.
John 3:16

Brian loved the Lord; he
was a good, kind, funny guy.
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Blake Baumgartner

Blake Jason Baumgart-
ner, 26, passed away April
16, 2026, leaving behind a
lifetime of memories cher-
ished by those who knew
and loved him.

A Memorial Service will
be held Saturday May 2,
at 11:00 a.m. at the Motley
Free Methodist Church in
Motley. Visitation will be
held beginning at 9:00 a.m.
until the time of the ser-
vice. Lunch will be served
following.

Blake was born April
6, 2000, to Brett and Tina
Baumgartner in Brainerd.
Growing up, he had a love
for trains, dinosaurs, Star
Wars and anything involv-
ing spending time with
family.

Blake graduated from
Bertha-Hewitt High School
in May, 2018. He attended
MState in Wadena and
graduated in May of 2022
with a diploma in Electri-
cal Technology. He began
his working career at Berg-
strom Electric in Sebeka.
He later obtained his CNA
license and began working
at Central Todd County
Care Center. It was here he
found his passion in caring
for others. He touched the
hearts of many residents
and enjoyed talking and lis-
tening to their stories.

Blake had a deep love
for the outdoors and found
joy in fishing and hunt-
ing, especially alongside
his older brother, Brady.
He enjoyed golfing and
spending time with his
family, which meant the
most to him. He will be
remembered for his loy-
alty, patience and the way
he cared for those closest

to him. He was always up
for a good time around the
fire, frying fish and joking
around.

Blake is survived by
his parents, Brett (Becky)
Baumgartner and Tina
(Cory Bacon) Baumgart-
ner; one brother, Brady
(Kirstan) Baumgart-
ner; half-sister, Kinley
Baumgartner; step-siblings,
Brookelyn, Berkley, and
Trevor Frolek; grandpar-
ents, Kevin Raddohl and
Bonnie (John) Ruby; uncle,
Chad (Sarah) Baumgartner;
aunts, Kami (Mike) Kava-
naugh, Mandy Raddohl
and April Johnson; cous-
ins, CJ (Marissa, Hudson
and Lucas) Baumgart-
ner, Christian and Zach-
ary Baumgartner, Austyn,
Masen and Saige Walker,
Gannon Kavanaugh and
Teigan Raddohl and many
other relatives.

He was preceded in
death by his grandparents,
Peter Baumgartner, Lowell
Hulett, and Sandra Rad-
dohl, as well as all of his
great-grandparents.

Arrangements are by
the Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.
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Life Currents Policy

our webstie.

To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit
events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one
photo, or to run for more than one week,
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci)
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday,
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on

it may be placed as a display

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age,
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of
the funeral home handling the arrangements.
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Oskar Doll

Boys golfers improving
every outlng

The Staples- Motley boys
golf team moved up in the
Heart O Lakes Conference
standings, placing fourth
in two conference meets
after placing fifth by a wide
margin in their first confer-
ence meet. The team shot
348 at Hawley on April 20,
then lowered their score to
341 for a home meet April 23.
They hosted another invita-
tional on April 25, dropping
three more strokes lower,
which they needed to do
because it put them ahead
of Crosby-Ironton/Aitkin
and Pillager, who were one
and two strokes back.

At Hawley, Jackson
White led the team with
seven pars and a birdie,
while Thomas Johnson shot
nine pars in 18 holes. Oskar
Doll shot five pars and had
a birdie on the 496 yard par
5 14th hole. Evan Schultz
birdied the same hole as he
moved into the fourth var-
sity scoring position with
his best round of the year.

At the home HOL meet,
White parred eight holes
on the back nine, his only
bogey was on a putt that
rimmed the hole and went
out. He finished five over
par over 18 holes to place
fourth. Johnson had two
birdies in his round, on the
492 yard par five 18th hole
and on the 497 yard par five
sixth hole. Zachary Tabatt
shot seven pars at the home
HOL meet to finish as the
team’s number three golfer.

Team results
HOL meet at Hawley
Hawley 318, Perham 338,
Frazee 344, Staples-Motley
348, Breckenridge 349, Dil-
worth-Glyndon-Felton 351,
Barnesville 362, Park Rapids
375, Wadena-Deer Creek 379,
Pelican Rapids 384
6. Jackson White 85, 12
Thomas Johnson 86, 19. Oskar
Doll 88, 21. Evan Schultz 89, 36.

Zachary Tabatt watches a birdie putt approach the
hole. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Zachary Tabatt 95, 57. Tyson
Turner 109

HOL at The Vintage, Sta-
ples

Hawley 316, Perham 321,
Frazee 336, Staples-Motley 341,
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton 343,
Breckenridge 343, Barnesville
360, Park Rapids 378, Pelican
Rapids 382, Wadena-Deer Creek
inc.

4. White 77, 7. Johnson 79, 26.
Tabatt 92, 28. Doll 93, 43. Kaleb
Harman 99, 53. Schultz 114

Cardinal Invite at The
Vintage in Staples
Princeton 319, Bemidji

323, Staples-Motley 345, Cros-

by-Ironton/Aitkin 346, Pillager

347, Pine River-Backus 378, Sta-

ples-Motley 2 438, Milaca inc.

Varsity: 5. Johnson 80, 6.

White 81, 26. Doll 91, 28 Schultz
93, 38. Tabatt 104, 40. Turner 113

Staples-Motley 2: 31. Assh-

ton Anderson 96, 37. Harman

103, 40. Owen Carlson 113, 43.

Waylen Anderson 126

Golf team stays competitive
with many contributors

The Staples-Motley girls
golf team played in three
meets with Katelyn Schot-
zko and Mara Uselman lead-
ing the team, while several
other golfers stepped up in
the other two scoring posi-
tions to keep the team com-
petitive.

The Cardinals were fifth
at the Heart O Lakes Confer-
ence meet at Frazee on April
21, they were 13th out of 17
teams at the Bemidji Invite
on April 24, and they played
another big school meet at
the Geneva Golf Club in
Alexandria on April 25.

In the Frazee meet, Schot-
zko shot a par on the 120

yard par 3 17th hole, then
followed that with a birdie
on 18th hole, a 357 yard par
five.

At the Bemidji Invite, on
April 23, the Cardinals were
13th out of 17 teams. Molly
Hoemberg had three pars to
finish as the number three
golfer on the team.

At the Geneva Invita-
tional, Uselman hit a birdie
on the 299 yard par 4 sixth
hole. Brooklyn Winter shot
her best round as the third
scorer on the team.

Team results

HOL meet at Frazee
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton
400, Park Rapids 426, Perham

435, Hawley 437, Breckenridge
445, Staples-Motley 446, Barnes-
ville 467, Frazee 473, Wade-
na-Deer Creek inc., Pelican
Rapids inc.

8. Katelyn Schotzko 98, 12.
Mara Uselman 102, 35. Brook-
lyn Winter 124, 32. Meredith
Hoemberg 122

Bemidji Invite

49. Schotzko 98, 62. Uselman
103, 62. Molly Hoemberg 103, 81
Winter 112

Geneva Invitational, Alex-
andria

Alexandria 317, Eden Prai-
rie 386, Rogers 396, Staples-Mot-
ley 414, Alexandria 2 416, Sauk
Rapids-Rice 469

7. Schotzko 89, 13. Uselman
99, 17. Winter 103, 31 Hoemberg
123

Softball team hits
tough competition

The Staples-Motley softball team ran
into some high-level teams with four games

in five days.

They opened the week with a 17-1 loss

at Diavrr an Anvril 90 Tha onlit a Aanthlas

the first game 13-2, the falling 12-8 in the
second game. They faced eighth-ranked Dil-

worth-Glyndon-Felton at home on April 23.

They hit the ball well but often right at out-

finldare and andad 11n fallina 199

Catcher Elijah Kossan reaches out to grab a pop fly as pitcher Colbe Tappe watch-
es. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Tappe wins pitchers
duel against Perham

In a battle of two of the
hardest throwing pitch-
ers you are likely to see in
a high school game, Colbe
Tappe emerged as the win-
ning pitcher as the Sta-
ples-Motley baseball team
beat Perham 6-1 on April
21. The Cardinals lost the
second game of the double-
header 12-1. Also during the
week, the Cardinals lost at
Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton
9-7 on a super windy day
April 23. They finished the
week with another come
from behind win, beating
Detroit Lakes 5-2 at home on
April 24

The first Perham game
saw Tappe pitching against
another player who plans
to play baseball in college.
Perham strung a couple of
hits together early to take
a 1-0 lead. They almost
made it 2-0 on an attempted
double steal, but Cooper
Tappe cut off the throw and
fired it to Elijah Kossan at
the plate for the final out of
the inning.

After flailing for the first

Tristan Moore

Discus throwers set
personal bests

The Staples-Motley track
and field teams competed at
the Heartland Invitational
at Park Rapids on April 21.

Annie Schlosser set a
personal best in both the
shot put and discus, plac-
ing second and third in the
two events. Adrian Gomez
won both throwing events
for the boys, including his
personal best in the discus.
Noah Larson also had his
best ever discus throw to
place fourth.

Other standout perfor-
mances included the boys
4x200 meter relay placing
fourth, with Maxx Carlson,
Carson Dewald, Carter Kist
and Jacob Faulkner run-
ning 1:46.

Girls 100 meter runners
had their best ever times,
with Sophia Luna placing
fifth and Chadia Schultz
eighth.

Boys results
Heartland Invitational
100 - 8. Jesus Gallardo 11.94,
31. Carson Dewald 13.08, 38.
Charhe Maros 13. 23 46. Michael

P N L= A L o W TT_o1.1

two times through the bat-
ting order, the Cardinals
offense got it going in the
fourth inning. Colbe Tappe
walked, stole second then
ran to third when Silas
Claussen reached base.
Tristan Moore knocked
in both players to give the
team a 2-1 lead.

Perham got a runner to
third base to start the fifth,
but Tappe shut them down
by striking out the next
batter, getting a groud out to
first base, then striking out
the last batter to preserve
the 2-1lead.

Staples-Motley put the
game away in the bottom
of the sixth. Cooper
Tappe reached on an error,
Colbe Tappe walked, then
Claussen struck a single
past a diving second base-
man to load the bases.
Moore walked to force in
a run and Isaac Halverson
got hit by a pitch to push in
another. That was enough
to chase the Perham start-
ing pitcher and they put in
a reliever. Gabe Decker took

advantage with a single and
Camrik Tappe hit a sacri-
fice bunt to score Moore and
make the score 6-1.

Colbe Tappe took the
mound again for the sev-
enth inning and still had
good zip on his pitches. He
struck out two batters and
got the third to ground out,
finishing the game with 10
strikeouts and a 6-1 win.

In the second game, the
Cardinals fell behind early
and lost 12-1 in five innings.
Moore, Camrik Tappe and
Eli Bounds all pitched in
this game.

At Dilworth, a strong
wind blowing into the pitch-
er’s face made it an unusual
game to play and the Car-
dinals ended up two runs
short.

Against Detroit Lakes,
Kossan pitched the first six
innings and the team fell
behind 1-0, but they came
back to take the lead and
Moore finished the game by
getting the final out.

15.75,

200 - 26. Jacob Faulkner
26.81, 27. Carter Kist 26.92, 35.
Holst 28.58

400 - 5. Angel Luna 56.75, 22.
Maxx Carlson 1:04, 26. William
Lange 1:05, 30. Josiah Mumm
1:14

800 - 10. Andrew Dobson 2:24,
14. Alex Leach 2:29, 15. Easton
Larson 2:31, 17. Jackson Odden
2:38, 19. Spencer Olsen 2:44, 29.
Ben Oeltjenbruns 3:21

1,600 - 14. Olsen 5:40, 15.
Faulkner 5:43

3,200 - 2. Dobson 11:21,

110 hurdles - 1. Noah Larson
16.05, 9. Kaleb Harman 19.68

300 hurdles - 6. Harman 48.43

4x100 relay - 8. (Holst, Kist,
Hinson, Adrian Gomez) 51.21;
11. (Larson, Harman, Maros,
Gallardo) 57.60

4x200 - 4. (Carlson, Dewald,
Kist, Faulkner) 1:46

4x400 - 5. (Luna, Larson,
Dewald, Gallardo) 3:59

Shot put - 1. Gomez 45°9.25”,
9. Larson 37°0”, 18. Liam Jennis-
sen 32’87, 19. Michael Jewison
31°10.25”, 20. P. Oeltjenbruns
31’77, 36. B. Oeltjenbruns 23'10”

Discus - 1. Gomez 135’1”, 4
Larson 116’107, 20. Jennissen
30’9.5”, 28. Lange 68°8”, 31. Jew-
ison 66°4”, 35. P. Oeltjenbruns

Pole vault - 1. Turner Beachy
14’07, 3. Conner Kuhns 11’07, 7
Aaron Oeltjenbruns 9°6”, 11.
Odden 76”

Long jump - 3. Gallardo 18’7,
9. Dewald 17’47, 17. Holst 15°9”,
34. Kist 13’0.5”

Triple jump - 3. Harman
38°0.5”, 14. Jennissen 32’1”

Girls results

Heartland Invitational

100 - 5. Sophia Luna 13.52, 8.
Chadia Schultz 13.81, 20. Abi-
gail Phillippi 14.56, 23. Belle
Mevissen 14.70, 34. Iva Hinson
15.38, 50. Maci Mithun 17.15

200 - 6. Lucille Maros 28.59,
17. Phillippi 31.13, 18. Mari’vel
Duran 31.18, 22. Piper Hanson
31.53, 32. Lily Davis 32.96

400 - 7. Hanson 1:10, 16.
Mevissen 1:18

800 - 12. Elise Trif 2:58, 13.
Alexis Odden 3:00

1,600 - 7. Trif 6:27, 8. Suhaila
Mikhaeil 6:33, 10. Odden 6:45

4x100 relay - 2. (Luna, Duran,
Maros, Schultz) 53.84

4x200 - (Abby Brichacek,
Phillippi, Davis, Duran) 2:02

Shot put - 3. Annie Schlosser
30’5”

Discus - 2. Schlosser 97’8”

Highj jump - 5. Maros 4’5”

Long Jump 11 Davis 13’17,

Aan nrii
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(0 0) 208
Public Noti SERVICES & Storage GARAGE SALES
ublic Notices EMPLOYMENT
o O 701
205 FOR RENT
NOTICE before starting. ’

TOWNSHIP OF Please mail or email ~ _Help Wanted = | Japke's North 8th Street| | W LARGE GARAGE/ ~ CHURCH GARAGE
VILLARD your quote to the clerk at SOOI R/t Mini Storage, 894-1551 April 29 noon-7 p.m. LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNTY OF TODD theaddressshownbelow. ~ EULATIDN MATNAG 6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24 | | Thurs., April 30, 10 13 mi. north of Motley on
STATE OF Description: t d lit i(uom_ ’ : : a.m.-7 p.m., Fri., May 1, Hwy. 64. Thurs., May 7, 8
MINNESOTA Quote to mow on town- ~ Puter and literary skills re- am.7 pam., Fri, May 1, 6. s, May 7, 8
ship roads per time quired. Part-time, flexible a.m.-7 p.m. ate a.m.-5 p.m., Fri., May 8,
BID FOR Quote Amount: hours. Submit resumé to: #210, Motley (east one 8a.m.-5p.m., Sat., May 9,

DITCH MOWING

TO WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN:

The Villard Township,
Todd County, MN is now
accepting quotes for ditch
mowing. The ditch mowing
will take place once before
July 1, 2026, and once before
August 31, 2026. Any other
time will be as needed and
instructed by the Town
Board.

This contract will be for
one season of 2026 and is
to mow approximately 38
miles of Township ditches
in Villard Township. One
swath of six (6) feet on both
sides of the road is recom-
mended.

If you are selected for
the job, you will need to pro-
vide a copy of your insur-
ance and sign the contract

¢ MCAN

Your quote will need to
be received by the Clerk no
later than 5 p.m. on Tues-
day, May 12, 2026. Quotes
can be emailed to the ad-
dress listed below.

If you should have any
questions, contact the Vil-
lard Township Chairman at
218-270-0137. Thank you for
your time.

Your Name:
Company Name:
Signature:

Mary Trantina-Koenig,
Clerk
Villard Township
31836 Timberlane Road
Staples, MN 56479
marykoenigl69@gmail.
com

18-19pnc

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network .=

Staples World, PO Box 100,
Staples, MN 56479 or email
editor@staplesworld.com.

HELP WANTED

Seasonal Public Works - Parks Employees

The City of Staples is hiring seasonal Public Works - Parks
employees. This is a great job for anyone who wants to spend
their workday outdoors during the summer months. Most of the
time spent will be mowing grass and trimming weeds on all City
of Staples parks and properties. This position will be asked to do
routine maintenance on the mowing equipment, and to assist with
other Public Works and Park duties as needed. This position will
work 40 hours most weeks, but that may be altered due to weather.
Employment will begin after Memorial Day and end before Labor
Day. Starting pay is $15.45/hour.

Applications accepted until May 14, 2026
{STOR; Apply at the City of Staples City Hall,
1"' c 122 6th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479.

ﬁ 1! You may also find an application on our website at:

www.staples.govoffice.com
SEWLES For questions, call Public Works Director -
Scott Grabe, 218-894-2550, Ext 6.
EOE

cl8-20c

WANTED To  REAL ESTATE
Buy 602
501 Apartments for
Miscellaneous Rent

mile). Marge Tepley. 19p 8 a.m.-1 p.m. (Also church

garage sale in July). 19-20p

ESTATE SALE
Fri., May 8, Sat., May 9, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
409 5th St. NE, Staples
CASH ONLY - NO EARLY SALES

Use front entrance to house. Items in garage also..
Artwork by Redlin, Edin, Norberg; bedroom set, gun
cabinet, vintage rocker, desk, sofa, 2 chairs, lamps, buffet,
nightstands, sm. round table/chairs, dining table, clawfoot
table, Redlin plates/mugs, vintage dish sets, many house-
hold items, two sm. dressers, Boyds Bears, Precious
Moments, shelf units, camera equip. film/slide projector &
screen, |g. nativity, silverware set, Christmas items, Hall-
mark ornaments, many vintage items, golf clubs,
fish cleaning table, snowblower, mounted deer head,

garage items, metal ladders, tools, etc.

c119-20x

607
Houses for Sale

Prairie View Neighborhood

2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES

* TWO STALL GARAGES

AGE 55+ WORKERS
needed  for  parttime  custodial
work at rest arcas and state parks in
Minnesota. ~ Apply ~ online at
greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wp to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
§54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cemed about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In - Tub.
Comprehensive ~ lifetime ~ warranty.
Top-of-the-line ~ installation and ~ ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and  $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

GETABREAK
ONYOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

Advertise here statewide in 200* newspapers for only
$279 per week! Call 612-332-8844

FARMERS
Buying
Fieldstone
Boulders

Contact Chris At
320-630-4570

a
@
a
n
el

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031 pm

Under new ownership LE'I

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.

Now professionally

managed by

4 BRUTGER

EQUITIES, INC
Income guidelines apply.

* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY

¥ LGNS B @EST SELLER +

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVICEDIREGIOR

—GIZA

Ultimate Septic Service LLC

David Odden - Owner/Operator
Services:

EST 1934 °SepticEPumping_°Jetting
“PLUMBING & HEATING Gall USS for all your septic CELL 218-838-0581
« PLUMBING pumping needs! RESIDENTIAL AND
« HEATING 218-296-1137 LIGHT COMMERCIAL

« AIR CONDITIONING

o GEOTHERMAL

« NEW CONSTRUCTION

« REMODEL
« SERVICE

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Altrichter

Excavation & Septic Service
218-979-2222

LIPS,

MN LIC. #PC644417 Long Prairie Sanitation

218-894-2284

-Septic System Installation
-Camera Inspection, Tank

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,

Long Prairie, BN

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM Pumping and Cleaning

218-631-3101 B888-878-5578

Cushing, MN. 56443

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

NOFESSION:

Sellnow
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 - 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
)y Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

« Probate and Trusts
« Estate Planning « Family Law
« Real Estate « Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law
« Personal Injury + Auto Accidents
*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE
LY 2 gz o [
P H B W ROMPT SERVICE
Excavating Phil Bierga
218-639-5007
|I1C. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

* Septics * Waterlines * Trenching ¢ Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
DS Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow PIowmg & Removal

CONSTIUGTI

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC

PAYING THE WAY FOR YOU! v -
_) _ Staples, MN 56479 MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS \ o
@ coreucnon uc 218.654-3105 %3 e s e L

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots « Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Site Prep ¢ Basements  Waterlines e Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Black |~ -
Dirt e Gravel  Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits ¢ Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning ® Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema ¢320-594-2912 * 320-594-6347

— e
-

ucmsn!—

- msunw gj

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SW 2024 changed wk #3
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OFFICE OF THE
MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF
STATE
CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME
Minnesota Statues
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a
user with exclusive rights
to that name. The filing is
required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable
customers to be able to
identify the true owner of
a business..

ASSUMED NAME:

Cardinal Pines Apart-
ments

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
BUSINESS: 1720 AIR-
PORT RD STAPLES MN
56479 USA

APPLICANT(S):

Name: Cardinal Pines
Apartments Staples LLC

ADDRESS: 175 7TH AVE
S WAITE PARK MN 56387
USA

If you submit an attach-
ment, it will be incorpo-
rated into this document.
If the attachment conflicts
with the information spe-
cifically set forth in this
document, this document
supersedes the data refer-
enced in the attachment.

By typing my name, |, the
undersigned, certify that | am
signing this document as the
person whose signature is
required, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would
be required who has authorized
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities.
I further certify that | have com-

pleted all required fields, and
that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in
compliance with the applicable
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. |
understand that by signing this
document | am subject to the
penalties of perjury as set forth
in Section 609.48 as if | had
signed this document under oath.

SIGNED BY:
Jaci Schindler

MAILING ADDRESS:

175 7th Ave South
Waite Park Minnesota
56387

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL
NOTICES:

jaci@inhproperties.
com

Work Item
1644893000021
Original File Number
1644893000021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
FILED
04/23/2026 11:59 PM

Steve Simon
Secretary of State
24-25pnc

NOTICE
LEADER COMMUNITY
HALL BOARD

The Leader Commu-
nity Hall Board will meet
Thursday, May 14, 2026 at
the hall at 7:00 p.m.

Mark Strom, Secretary
19-20pnc

NOTICE
FAWN LAKE
TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL ROAD TOUR

Fawn Lake Township
will hold its Annual Road
Tour on Friday, May 1, 2026
Interested parties should
meet at the Town Hall at
9:00 a.m.

Any questions call the
clerk at 218-531-0287.

Kelly Miller, Clerk
Fawn Lake Township
19pnc

NOTICE
THOMASTOWN
TOWNSHIP
CLASS #1 BIDS

Thomastown Township
is seeking bids for four (4)
to five (5) miles Class #1,
spread and packed with a
wheel packer, 1,000 yards
per mile. Also include
cost for spot graveling of
some areas in the town-
ship. Must meet Wadena
County test specifications
for Class #1. Deadline for
completion: August 14,
2026. Watering of road-
bed required in event of
drought. Bids must be
received before 7:00 p.m.,
Monday, May 4 2026. A rep-
resentative from the com-
pany must be present at
the meeting Monday, May
4 2026. Mail bids to: Tho-
mastown Township, Jon
Hamberg, 14380 241st Ave.,
Staples, MN 56479. Contact
Lance Perius, 218-402-0133.

Jon Hamberg, Clerk
Thomastown Township

Staples World 9 a

19pnc

NOTICE
CITY OF MOTLEY
SUMMARY
PUBLICATION OF
ORDINANCE NO.
2026-03

AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SECTION
5.11 (LAND USE
MATRIX) OF THE
MOTLEY LAND USE
AND SUBDIVISION
ORDINANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that on April 20th,
2026, the City Council of
the City of Motley adopted
Ordinance No. 2026-03.

This publication is a
summary of the ordi-
nance. The ordinance
amends Section 5.11 (Land
Use Matrix) of the Motley
Land Use and Subdivision
Ordinance to change the
classification of Solar
Energy Systems and
Structures, Individual in
the Public Use (PU) zoning
district from Excluded (E)
to Permitted (P).

The purpose of this
amendment is to allow the
installation of individual
solar energy systems on
public property and to sup-
port sustainable energy
use within the City.

A printed copy of the
full ordinance is avail-
able for inspection by

NOTICE OF FILING FOR THE 2026 STATE GENERAL ELECTION

Motice is hereby given that a General Election will be held in Todd County on Tuesday, November 3, 2026 for the purpose of
electing candidates for the Federal, State, Judicial, and County offices listed below. The filing period for the offices of United
States Senator, United States Representative, State Senator, State Representative, Governor and Lieutenant Governor,
Secretary of State, State Auditor, Attorney General, Associate Justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court, Judge of the
Minnesota Court of Appeals, Judge of the District Court and County Offices begins at 8:00 a.m., Tuesday, May 19, 2026, and
ends at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 2, 2026.

Mote: Filing offices will be closed Monday, May 25, 2026, in observance of Memaorial Day.

The place of filing for Federal Offices is the Office of the Secretary of State, Veterans Services Building, 20 West 12" Sireet,

St. Paul, MN 55155,

The place of filing for State Offices is with the Office of the Secretary of State or with the County Auditor of the County in

which the candidate resides.

Candidates for judicial office may file either with the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State or with the county auditor in
the county where the candidate resides. A candidate filing for one of the Minnesota Court of Appeals seats that has been
designated for one of the congressional districts must be a resident of that congressional district.

The filing place for County Offices is with the County Auditor.

Candidates may file in person or by mail, if the filing is received during the filing period. Candidates who will be absent from
the state during the filing period and meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes section 204B.09, subdivision 1a, may
arrange Lo file during the seven days immediately preceding the candidate's absence from the state.

This notice 15 provided pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 204B.33 and 15 based on current law,

United States Senator

FEDERAL OFFICES

United States Representative for District 7
STATE LEGISLATIVE OFFICES

State Senator for District 5

State Representative for District 05B

STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICES

Governor and Lieutenant Governor

Secretary of State
State Auditor
Attorney General

JUDICIAL OFFICES

Supreme Court Associate Justice

- Seat ]
= Seat 2
- Seat 4

Judges of the Court of Appeals

- Seatl

- Seat 7 (3" Congressional District)

- Seatl3

- Seat 15 (3™ Congressional District)

- Seat 18

Seventh Judicial District Judges

- Sear 2

= Seat 8

- Sear 9

= Seat 11
- Seat 12
- Seat13
- Seat 14
- Seat 15
- Seat 21
- Seat 22
- Seat 24
= Seat 26
- Seat 27
- Seat 28
- Seat 30

Todd County Attorney

COUNTY OFFICES

Todd County Auditor-Treasurer

Todd County Recorder
Todd County Sheriff

Todd County Commissioner for Distriet 2
Todd County Commissioner for District 4

Todd Soil & Water Conservation District

I Supervisor

Todd Soil & Water Conservation District TI1 Supervisor

Todd Soil & Water Conservation District

V Supervisor

Witness my hand and official seal this 20™ day of April, 2026,

Denise Gaida, Todd County Auditor/Treasurer

any person during regu-
lar office hours at Motley
City Hall. A copy of the
ordinance may also be pro-
vided upon request.

BY ORDER OF THE
CITY COUNCIL
City of Motley, Minnesota

Tami Brotherton, Clerk
City of Motley
19pnc

STATE OF
MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF TODD
DISTRICT COURT
JUDICIAL DISTRICT:
SEVENTH
Court File Number:
77-PR-26-332
Case Type: Probate

In Re the Estate of
Mary Lou Lipke a/k/a
Marilyn Lou Lipke
Decedent

Notice and Order for
Hearing on Petition for
Descent of Property

A Petition for Determi-

nation of Descent has been
filed with this court. The
Petition states that the
Decedent died more than
three years ago leaving
property in Minnesota. It
requests the probate of
Decedent’s last Will, if any,
and for the descent of such
property to be determined
and assigned by this court
to the persons entitled to
the property.

It is ordered and notice
is given that on May 18,
2026 at 10:14 A.M. an

administrative hearing in
which no appearances are
necessary will be held by
this court at 221 1st Ave S,
Long Prairie, Minnesota.

Any objections to the
petition must be filed with
the court prior to or raised
at the hearing. Any objec-
tions filed will result in
an appearance hearing to
be set at a future date. If
proper and if no objections
are filed or raised, the peti-
tion may be granted.

Notice shall be given
to all interested persons
(Minn. Stat. § 524.1-401)
and persons who have filed
a demand for notice (Minn.
Stat. § 524.3-204).

Notice shall be given by
publishing this Notice and
Order as provided by law
and by mailing a copy of
this Notice and Order at
least 14 days prior to the
hearing date.

BY THE COURT:

Heidi Hovis,

Judge of District Court
Date: 2026.04.03
14:50:26-05°00°

Attorney for Petitioner:

Maria Brekke

Brekke, Clyborne &

Ribich, L.L.C.

287 Marschall Road, STE

201

Shakopee, Minnesota,

55379

Attorney License No:

0399946

Telephone: (952) 402-9410

FAX: (952) 402-9417

Email:

mbrekke@bcrlawyers.com
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Staples-Motley School Board

Minutes
MEETING #15 Finance Items
ISD #2170 (Finance Committee
SCHOOL BOARD Meeting Minutes)
March 23, 2026 Financial Report by
6:00 p.m. Business Manager Hill
District Office Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Freeman,to
approve the February dis-
MINUTES bursements. MC
Call to Order General Fund:

The meeting was
called to order by Chair
Wright at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call was taken,
members Wright, Frisk,
Freeman, Trout and Reese
were present, comprising
a quorum. Member Reeck
was absent. Also pres-
ent were Superintendent
Tappe, Business Manager
Hill, Principal Ferdon,
Principal Koenigs, Record-
ing Clerk Larson, Staples
World Publisher Anderson,
staff and community mem-
bers. The Pledge of Alle-
giance was recited.

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Reese, to approve
the addition of item 3a to
the agenda. MC

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Reese, to adopt the
agenda. MC

Chair Wright recog-
nized those in atten-
dance.

School/Community
Forum
John Dottenwhy spoke
ConsentAgenda

Approve minutes from
the March 2, 2026 Board
Meeting/Work Session

Approve the fund raiser
request from SMHS Music
Department

Approve the hire of:

Aaron Carter, Middle
School Musical Director

Avaya Brandt, Elemen-
tary Paraprofessional

Keri Bendson, MS/HS
Food Service

Brian Sams, Assistant
Speech Coach

Heather Sams, Assistant
Speech Coach

Selket Jewett, Assistant
Speech Coach

Kip Hines, Head Speech
Coach

Krista Heldman, School
District Nurse

Approve the Indepen-
dent ContractorAgreement
with Lake Wishuknew LLC

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve
the consent agenda. MC
Donations and In-Kind

Contributions

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve
the Resolution to accept
Grants and Donations in
the amount of $7,667.41. MC

Thank you to Sta-
ples-Motley Music Boosters,
Staples-Motley Wrestling
Boosters, Staples-Motley
PTC, Ethan Ellingsen,
Staples Lions Club, Spe-
cial Olympics MN, Central
Building Supply, Lakewood
Health System, Wadena
Dairy Queen, Hospitality
MN Education Foundation
for your generous donations.

$715,765.27

Food Service: $49,833,47

Community Service:
$22,965.15

Construction Fund: $0.00

Debt Service: $0.00

Fund 21 Student Activi-
ties: $7,964.42

Fund 45: $0.00

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve
the February receipts. MC

General Fund:
$1,233,941.11

Food Service: $82,504.67

Community Service:
$19,382.19

Construction Fund: $0.00

Debt Service: $547.14

Fund 21 Student Activi-
ties: $1,138.20

Fund 45: $0.00

Cabinet Presentation
by Middle/High School
Principal
Policy

(Policy Committee Min-
utes)

Motion by Reese, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve
the review of ISD #2170
412.1 Credit Card Policy
with no changes. MC

Motion by Reese, sec-
onded by Wright, to approve
the review of MSBA pol-
icies with minimal or no
changes. MC

- 203.6 Consent Agenda

-531 Pledge of Allegiance

- 533 Wellness Policy

- 705 Investments

- 211 Criminal or Civil
Action Against SMS SB
Member, Employee or Stu-
dent

Other

Motion by Freeman, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve
the sealed bids for miscella-
neous items. MC

Reports
School Board:
Freshwater
Sourcewell - 1/20/26
Minutes

Elementary Principal-
Report by Principal Koe-
nigs

Middle/High School
Principal - Report by Prin-
cipal Ferdon

Activities/Community
Ed Director

SMEA - Report by Repre-
sentative Evans

Superintendent - Report
by Superintendent Tappe

Other

Motion by Reese, sec-
onded by Freeman, to
adjourn the meeting at 6:58
p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
19pnc
Mon., May 4: School Board
Meeting/Work Session, District
Office, 905 4th St. NE, Staples,
6p.m.




10a== ‘4 Public Notices

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has oc-
curred in the conditions of
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
September 28, 2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$44,481.94

MORTGAGOR(S): Gary
W. Mertens, Jr. and Dayna S.
Mertens f/k/a Dayna S. Case,
husband and wife

MORTGAGEE: CitiFinan-
cial Services, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on October
3, 2006 as Document Number
444789 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Bayview Loan Servicing,
LLC by assignment recorded
on August 12, 2016 as Docu-
ment Number A500326 in the
Office of the County Record-
er of Todd County, Minne-
sota; thereafter assigned to
Bayview Dispositions IVB,
LLC by assignment recorded
on February 26, 2019 as Doc-
ument Number A513288 in
the Office of the County Re-
corder of Todd County, Min-
nesota; thereafter assigned to
Greenwich Revolving Trust
by assignment recorded on
February 26, 2019 as Docu-
ment Number A513289 in the
Office of the County Record-
er of Todd County, Minneso-
ta; thereafter assigned to U.S.
Bank National Association,
not in its individual capaci-
ty but solely in its capacity
as Indenture Trustee of CIM
Trust 2019-R5 by assignment
recorded on March 18, 2026 as
Document Number A550468
in the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: Lots 7 and 8,

Block 1, Donovans Addition
to Staples, according to the
plat thereof on file and of re-
cord in the office of the Todd
County Recorder. And Lots
7,8,9, and 10, Block 1, Dono-
vans Addition to Staples, ac-
cording to the plat thereof on
file and of record in the office
of the Todd County Recorder.
Being an abstract property.
Todd County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 423 MINNESO-
TA AVE SW, STAPLES, MN
56479

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $28,279.16

TRANSACTION AGENT:
None

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: CitiFinancial
Services, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Fay Servicing, LLC

TAX PARCEL IDENTI-
FICATION NUMBER: 38-
0077300 and 38-0077400

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: None

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has been
discontinued, or that an ex-
ecution upon the judgment
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied, in whole
or in part.

PURSUANT, to the pow-
er of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be sold
by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: June 25, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage and
taxes, if any actually paid
by the mortgagee, on the
premises and the costs and
disbursements allowed by

law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
twelve (12) months from the
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on
June 25, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH
A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPER-
TY USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORT-
GAGE: None

Dated: April 16, 2026

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS
INDIVIDUAL

CAPACITY BUT SOLELY IN
ITS CAPACITY AS
INDENTURE TRUSTEE OF
CIM TRUST 2019-R5
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

By: /s/

*N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Alexa Marsh, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(26-0067-FC01)

Federal law may re-
quire reporting to the Fi-
nancial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network for certain
purchases of residential
property by entities or

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

trusts. A successful third
party bidder may be re-
quired to provide owner-
ship and identifying in-
formation as a condition
to completing the trans-
fer.

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has oc-
curred in the conditions of
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
July 31, 2015

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$92,857.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Joel
Ambriz Carrillo, a single
person

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
Wintrust Mortgage, a divi-
sion of Barrington Bank and
Trust Co., N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on August
3, 2015 as Document Number
495310 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by
assignment recorded on Sep-
tember 10, 2019 as Document
Number A515937 in the Of-
fice of the County Recorder
of Todd County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The East
One hundred sixty-five (165)
feet of the South Seven-
ty-six (76) feet of the North
Eighty (80) feet of Lot Three
(3), Block One (1), Budgett's
First Addition to the Village
of Long Prairie, Todd Coun-
ty, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 215 6TH ST SE,
LONG PRAIRIE, MN 56347

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $77,622.88

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Wintrust
Mortgage, a division of Bar-
rington Bank and Trust Co.,
N.A.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDENTI-
FICATION NUMBER: 36-
0077000

TRANSACTION
AGENT’S MORTGAGE
IDENTIFICATION NUM-
BER: 1000312-0001250034-1

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has been
discontinued, or that an ex-
ecution upon the judgment
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied, in whole
or in part.

PURSUANT, to the pow-
er of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be sold
by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: June 25, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage and
taxes, if any actually paid by
the mortgagee, on the prem-
ises and the costs and dis-
bursements allowed by law.
The time allowed by law for
redemption by said mortgag-
or(s), their personal repre-
sentatives or assigns is six (6)
months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated

or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on De-
cember 28, 2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH
A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPER-
TY USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORT-
GAGE: None

Dated: April 02, 2026

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, PC.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(25-0371-FC02)

Federal law may re-
quire reporting to the Fi-
nancial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network for certain
purchases of residential
property by entities or
trusts. A successful third
party bidder may be re-
quired to provide owner-
ship and identifying in-
formation as a condition
to completing the trans-
fer.

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
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Todd County Boar&o of Commissioners

o

MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE TODD
COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS HELD
MARCH 3, 2026

Call to Order

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er's Board Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 3rd day of March,
2026 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was
called to order by Chairperson Byers.
The meeting was opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as
presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following motions and
resolutions were introduced and ad-
opted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’'s Meeting
Minutes for February 17, 2026 and
Joint County/SWCD Meeting Min-
utes for February 17, 2026 as pre-
sented.

Hire Caleb Yapuncich for the
part time Correctional Officer posi-
tion start date TBD at a pay rate of
$25.46 per hour Grade 6/F step A

Approve the resignation of Re-
source Navigator/Interpreter Juan
Vasquez Garcia, effective March 20,
2026.

To approve a one day Dance Li-
cense for the American Legion #417
Oscar Jacobson Post (Little Sauk Le-
gion) at the address of 16268 County
50 (parking lot and street area), Long
Prairie, MN in Little Sauk Township
effective July 11, 2026.

To approve a one day On Sale
Temporary Liquor License for the
American Legion #417 Oscar Jacob-
son Post (Little Sauk Legion) at the
address of 16268 County 50 (park-
ing lot and street area), Long Prairie,
MN in Little Sauk Township effective
July 11, 2026.

To approve a one year Club On
Sale and Sunday Liquor License for
the American Legion #417 Oscar
Jacobson Post (Little Sauk Legion)
at the address of 16268 County 50,
Long Prairie, MN in Little Sauk Town-
ship effective April 1, 2026 through
March 31, 2027.

To approve an On Sale and Sun-
day Liquor License for Charlotte Tav-
ern Inc at the address of 22056 US
71, Long Prairie, MN in Long Prai-
rie Township effective April 1, 2026
through March 31, 2027.

To approve a one year Dance
License for Rebecca L. Pratt dba
Clarissa Ballroom at the address of
19281 Kotter Road, Clarissa, MN in
Eagle Valley Township effective April
1, 2026 through March 31, 2027.

To approve a one year On Sale
and Off Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License
for Rebecca L. Pratt dba Clarissa
Ballroom at the address of 19281
Kotter Road, Clarissa, MN in Eagle
Valley Township effective April 1,
2026 through March 31, 2027.

To approve a one year Setup
License for Rebecca L. Pratt dba
Clarissa Ballroom at the address of

19281 Kotter Road, Clarissa, MN in
Eagle Valley Township effective April
1, 2026 through March 31, 2027.

To approve a one year Wine Li-
cense (including Strong Beer) for Re-
becca L. Pratt dba Clarissa Ballroom
at the address of 19281 Kotter Road,
Clarissa, MN in Eagle Valley Town-
ship effective April 1, 2026 through
March 31, 2027.

To approve an Off Sale, On Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for T.J.'s
Diamond Point Inc dba Diamond
Point Supper Club/Lounge at the
address of 12867 Bayview Dr, Sauk
Centre, MN in Birchdale Township ef-
fective April 1, 2026 through March
31, 2027.

To approve a Seasonal On Sale,
Off Sale and Sunday Liquor License
for DT Lisson Inc dba Double Eagle
Golf & Grille at the address of 31886
County 3, Eagle Bend, MN in Bur-
leene Township effective April 1st,
2026 through October 31st, 2026.

To approve a one year On Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for Sauk
Centre Country Club dba Greystone
Golf Club at the address of 10548
Andrews Drive, Sauk Centre, MN in
Kandota Township effective April 1,
2026 through March 31, 2027.

To approve a one year On Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for the
Long Prairie Country Club at the ad-
dress of 406 6th St SE, Long Prairie,
MN in Long Prairie Township effec-
tive April 1, 2026 through March 31,
2027.

To approve a Seasonal Off Sale
and On Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License
for Rainbow Lodge at the address of
20576 Banks Trail, Sauk Centre, MN
in Kandota Township effective April
15, 2026 through October 15, 2026.

To approve a Setup License for
Rainbow Lodge at the address of
20576 Banks Trail, Sauk Centre, MN
in Kandota Township effective April 1,
2026 through March 31, 2027.

To approve a Seasonal On Sale
Wine License including strong beer
for Donald Panitzke dba Rainbow
Lodge at the address of 20576
Banks Trail, Sauk Centre, MN in
Kandota Township effective April 15,
2026 through October 15, 2026.

To approve an Off Sale, On Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for Full O
Fun LLC dba Saukinac Campground
at the address of 21914 Bay Loop,
Sauk Centre, MN in Kandota Town-
ship effective April 1, 2026 through
March 31, 2027.

To approve a one year On Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for
Shady’s Golden Eagle at the address
of 13218 County 103, Burtrum, MN
in Grey Eagle Township effective April
1, 2026 through March 31, 2027.

To approve a one year Off Sale,
On Sale and Sunday Liguor License
for the Shadys Midway Inc at the ad-
dress of 17908 US 71, Long Prairie,
MN in Round Prairie Township effec-
tive April 1, 2026 through March 31,
2027.

To approve an On Sale, Off Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for Mi-
chael Shattuck dba Shattuck’s Hub
Supper Club at the address of 30905
County 13, Burtrum, MN in Burnham-
ville Township effective April 1, 2026
through March 31, 2027.

To approve an Off Sale, On Sale
and Sunday Liquor License for The
Rock Tavern LLC at the address of

11977 County 47, Grey Eagle, MN in
Grey Eagle Township effective April 1,
2026 through March 31, 2027.
GAMBLING PERMIT - SAUK
CENTRE CONSERVATION CLUB

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Sauk Centre Conserva-
tion Club through this resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners approve a
Gambling Permit for the Sauk Cen-
tre Conservation Club to hold gam-
bling activities at Birchwood Resort
in Birchdale Township at the address
22182 Birchwood Loop, Sauk Cen-
tre, MN 56347 effective March 3rd,
2026 until revoked or otherwise can-
celled as provided by law.

GAMBLING PERMIT - SOCIETY

OF SAINT PIUS X

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners are estab-
lishing their approval for a Gambling
Permit for the Society of Saint Pius
X; Long Prairie, MN Inc through this
resolution;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County Board
of Commissioners approve a Gam-
bling Permit for the Society of Saint
Pius X; Long Prairie, MN Inc to hold
a raffle event at the St John Vianney
Church and Academy in Round Prai-
rie Township at the address 18910
Ellipse Loop, Long Prairie, MN on
August 9th, 2026.

Auditor-Treasurer

On motion by Neumann and
second by Becker, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 404378 through 404397 in
the amount of $35,354.53 and (Reg-
ular) 59609 through 59646 in the
amount of $45,762.52 for a total of
$81,117.05.

On motion by Denny and sec-
ond by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
807307 through 807349 and (Reg-
ular) 713878 through 713917 for a
total of $57,774.18.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Neumann, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous Roll Call vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services SSIS
Warrants number (ACH) 601938
through 601945 and (Regular)
518841 through 518855 for a total
amount of $143,981.28.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the 2025
Elections Budget Carryover per the
attached Budget Request Form de-
tails in the amount of $30,000.

On motion by Noska and sec-
ond by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

TODD COUNTY TRAVEL
POLICIES

The full resolution is on file for
public inspection at the Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.

Solid Waste

On motion by Neumann and sec-

ond by Denny, the following motion

was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote with Noska abstaining: To
award the bid to Noska Construction
for $33,204.

Health & Human Services

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING
SUPPORT TO SEEK FUNDING
FROM SOURCEWELL FOR CASE-
WORKS ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR
TODD COUNTY HEALTH AND HU-
MAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, Sourcewell, is pro-
viding community impact funding for
the Counties in Region V that ad-
dress mental health needs, and;

WHEREAS, Todd County Health
and Human Services serve all pop-
ulations within the County across the
full continuum of care, and;

WHEREAS, funding for Case-
works software will create interopera-
ble solutions that streamline business
processes and automate document
management across all program
areas, thereby increasing caseload
capacity, reducing costs, and mini-
mizing errors, and;

WHEREAS, implementation of
Caseworks will enhance client out-
comes by supporting a cohesive con-
tinuum of care in which integrated
data allows for faster identification
of high-need households and more
proactive intervention, and;

WHEREAS, the community will
benefit from a higher standard of data
protection and centralized digital stor-
age, eliminating the risks associated
with lost, misplaced, or mislabeled
files while ensuring the secure han-
dling and protection of sensitive and
confidential information, and;

WHEREAS, by standardizing
processes across the agency, Todd
County ensures that all residents
receive consistent, high-quality ser-
vices that are transparent, account-
able, and responsive to their individ-
ual needs.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County Board
of Commissioners hereby approves
the Sourcewell Community Impact
Funding application submitted by
Todd County Health and Human Ser-
vices for the purpose of securing Im-
pact Funding for the subscription and
services agreement with Next Chap-
ter Technology (NCT) to implement
Caseworks, thereby enhancing ser-
vice delivery and operational efficien-
cy for the residents of Todd County.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Neumann, the following mo-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: Approve the Case
Works contract expending the imple-
mentation costs over a 1-year period
of time.

Administration

On motion by Denny and second
by Becker, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING
WAGE RATES FOR TEMPORARY
AND SEASONAL EMPLOYEES

WHEREAS, the Todd County
Board of Commissioners has the au-
thority to establish compensation for
county employees; and

WHEREAS, Todd County main-

tains a Compensation Plan establish-
ing grade and step classifications for
county positions; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to
establish wage rates for Temporary/
Seasonal employees for payroll and
budgeting purposes;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the wage rate for Todd
County Temporary/Seasonal employ-
ees shall be set at Grade 3/C, Step A,
in accordance with the Todd County
Compensation Plan; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that Temporary/Seasonal employ-
ees hired specifically for the Energy
Assistance Program shall be set at
Grade 4/D, Step A, in accordance
with the Todd County Compensation
Plan; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that no current or returning Tempo-
rary/Seasonal employee shall have
their hourly wage reduced as a re-
sult of this resolution, and any such
employee who is currently earning a
wage higher than the established rate
shall remain at their current hourly
rate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that these wage designations shall
remain in effect until modified by sub-
sequent resolution of the Todd Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners.

On motion by Noska and Neu-
mann, the following motion was in-
troduced and adopted by unanimous
vote: Approve participation for the
year 2026 in Sourcewell’s Intern-
ship Program for the departments
requesting to participate (Health and
Human Services, Solid Waste, Public
Works and Sheriff's Department)

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To enter into a lease
agreement with Northern Pines Men-
tal Health Center for the use of the
Todd County Staples Building for the
2026 year with the presented terms
and conditions.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s

Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer in-
formed that tax statements are near-
ing completion and audit prepara-
tions are nearing completion. March
township officer elections to be held
in 21 of the county’s townships on
March 10th along with all townships
holding their annual meetings on this
date.

County Coordinator’s
Report

The County Coordinator reported
attending personnel, paycom, TWCC
director introduction and childcare
appreciation dinner. Preparations
are underway for the planned move
of the Veterans Service department
location.

County Commissioner’s
Report

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended
meetings including the Extension,
Comp Plan, Facilities, and Region V.

Commissioner Denny has attend-
ed meetings including GRRL, Hands
of Hope, Personnel and Prairie Lakes
meetings.

Commissioner Noska has at-
tended meetings including HRA and
Tri-County Community Action.

Commissioner Byers attended

O

meetings including Bruce Township
P&Z.

Commissioner Neumann attend-
ed meetings including SRWD, 1W1P,
Comp Plan, and Personnel.

Recess

On motion by Denny and sec-
ond by Becker, the meeting was re-
cessed until March 17, 2026.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
DAUERS HEATING, COOLING
AND HOME IMPROV .... $5,980.00

EASTERNTWP ................ 2,358.00
INTRADYN ... 2,765.00
LONG PRAIRIE LEADER .... 2,815.00
MCCC, MI33.................. 12,765.00
NUSS TRUCK &

EQUIPMENT ............... 15,119.12
ROLLIES SALES & SERVICE

INC.......oo 2,273.55
SEACHANGE PRINT

INNOVATIONS ............... 2,021.60

SIGN SOLUTIONS USA...... 4,455.08
TRIMIN SYSTEMS INC ....... 2,400.00
TWARDOWSKI EXCAVATING

INC ... 8,700.00
VERITONE, INC ................ 2,400.00
46 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000.............. 17.064.70
L[] -1 A — $81,117.05

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

WARRANTS

VENDORNAME $ AMOUNT
FRESHWATER EDUCATION

DISTRICT 6004 ......... $18,642.00

WASHBURN-MCREAVY
FUNERAL CHAPEL INC... 3,382.00
71 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000............... 28,093.81
REICHERT PLACE APARTMENT

OF LONG PRAIRIE ......... 2,670.00
9 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000................. 4,986.37
(<] 7: | $57,774.18

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
GREATER MN FAMILY
SRVSINC ..., $2,954.95
HEARTLAND GIRLS

RANCH .........oeeviiiinnnnn 39,050.70
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE O

FMN-STPAUL ............. 3,779.21
NEXUS - MILLE LACS FAMILY

HEALING .............cooeeee 4,502.88
NORTH HOMES CHILDREN &

FAMILY SRVS .............. 13,650.85
PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH

PROGRAMS................. 17,1238.07

...5,461.20

VILLAGE RANCH INC ....... 24,341.51
VOLUNTEERS OF

AMERICA.................... 28,781.48
14 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000................ 4,335.43
[ 7] [ —— $143,981.28

On a motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the preceding minutes of
the County Board meeting held March
3, 2026 were duly approved by unan-
imous vote at the Todd County Board
of Commissioners at the Regular Board
Meeting held on March 17th, 2026.

Witness my hand and seal:

/s/ on file: Bob Byers,

County Board Chairperson

/s/ on file: Denise Gaida,

Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
19pnc
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CLC student
Spieker named to
National Student
Voter Honor Roll

The ALL IN Campus
Democracy Challenge (ALL
IN) recognized 168 students
across the country for their
contributions to creating a
more civically engaged cul-
ture within their campus
communities. From civic
learning to voter participa-
tion, these students lead by
example and empower their
peers to become lifelong
participants in democracy.
ALL IN honored Central
Lakes College Staples Stu-
dent Senate President
Morgan Spieker on the
National Student Voting
Honor Roll as a leader in
nonpartisan campus civic
engagement.

“At Central Lakes Col-
lege, we pride ourselves on
creating civically engaged
students who are full par-
ticipants in our country’s
democracy,” said CL.C Direc-
tor of Student Life Erich
Heppner. “This import-
ant work does not happen
without students leading
the way and working with
their peers to encourage
their involvement. One of
these students is Morgan
Spieker, who is, without a
doubt, one of the best stu-
dent leaders to ever walk
our hallways. Morgan has
led our voting efforts with
authenticity and profes-
sionalism beyond her years.
She has helped establish
CLC as a leader in the voter
engagement space through
her advocacy to ensure all
of our eligible students are
aware of their duty and
opportunity to vote.”

Jen Domagal-Goldman,
Executive Director of the
ALL IN Campus Democracy
Challenge, added “From
hosting registration drives
to initiating conversations
with classmates in the hall-

o0
Public Notices
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way, our 2026 Student Voting
Honor Roll is filled with stu-
dents who exemplify what it
means to be aleader in civic
engagement. As college
students face increasing
barriers to voting while on
campus, these students are
making nonpartisan voter
participation a lifelong
habit for themselves, their
peers and their campuses.
We are thrilled to celebrate
their accomplishments and
excited to see their contin-
ued impact as we approach
this year’s midterm elec-
tions.”

ALL IN supports more
than 1,000 campuses and 10
million students nationally
to make nonpartisan civic
engagement an ongoing
part of campus life. Mem-
bers of the 2026 Student
Voting Honor Roll were
nominated by campus lead-
ers for their dedication and
excellence in voter educa-
tion, registration and turn-
out in 2025. The full list of
2026 Student Voting Honor
Roll award winners can be
viewed at allinchallenge.
org.

Replacing existing pipeline
The 4th St. NE improvements project has begun in

Staples. Above, Tyler Moenkedick and other employees
with Northern Pipeline were at work replacing the existing

L T

-

pipeline. Dozens of trees along that street, marked with
pink ribbons, are slated to be cut down during the project.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
May 8, 2020

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$263,532.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Jatty
D. Zondo, married woman

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
Guardian Mortgage, a divi-
sion of Sunflower Bank,
N.A.

DATE AND PLACE
OF FILING: Recorded on
May 13, 2020 as Document
Number 519346 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Guardian Mortgage, a divi-
sion of Sunflower Bank,
N.A. by assignment recorded
on October 6, 2023 as Docu-
ment Number A538428 in
the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The South-
west Quarter of the South-
east Quarter, except the East
33 feet thereof, in Section
4, Township 132, Range 35,
Todd County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 13134 COUNTY
24, BERTHA, MN 56437

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT
CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON
THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$239,769.57

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Guardian
Mortgage, a division of Sun-
flower Bank, N.A.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Sunflower Bank,
N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER:
02-0003900

TRANSACTION
AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER:
1005554-1200011864-0

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied,
in whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: May 28, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
twelve (12) months from the
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on

O

May 28, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION
BY THE MORTGAGOR,
THE MORTGAGOR’S
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S)
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: March 23, 2026

GUARDIAN MORTGAGE, A
DIVISION OF SUNFLOWER
BANK, N.A.

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, PC.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni Fondungallah,
Esq.

Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(23-1001-FC04)

Federal law may
require reporting to
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network
for certain purchases
of residential property
by entities or trusts. A
successful third party
bidder may be required
to provide ownership
and identifying infor-
mation as a condition to
completing the transfer.

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
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Trees slated to be removed

At least 76 trees along 4th St. NE in
Staples have been marked with pink, in-
dicating they must be removed during the
improvements project that involves this
street. The project began recently at the

e

north end of 4th St. NE, as crews from
Northern Pipeline worked to replace the
existing pipeline. (Staples World photos
by Dawn Timbs)
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A DNR forestry airplane drops water on the grass fire near Aldrich on April 22. Below, mobile fire units make
sure the fire doesn’t spread to another grassy area. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Fires in Aldrich area

On April 22, area firefighters were
called to a house fire in the Aldrich
area and were called again for a grass
fire a few miles south of Aldrich.

The Wadena County Sheriff’s Office
received a 911 call reporting a house
fire in Section 34 of Aldrich Township,
shortly before 12:30 p.m. Upon the
arrival of law enforcement, the house
was found to be completely engulfed
and all occupants were reported to be

out safely.
Fire departments from Verndale,

Staples, and Wadena worked for sev-

eral hours to extinguish the fire. Due
to the high winds, the fire spread into
the grass but firefighters were able to
quickly contain that portion before it
spread any further. The cause of the

fire is under investigation by the Min-

nesota State Fire Marshal’s Office and
the Verndale Fire Department. Also

PEYTON JOHNSON

(320) 460-7489 (call or text)
pjohnson@mmfcu.org

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Staples
1220 4th StNE | (218) 894-2463
mmfcu.org

and Busir
enamg.

Business & Agricultural Lender

When Local Business Grows, We All Grow

Competitive rates and local decisions to move your business forward.

Every great venture starts with a plan. Peyton provides the financial direction
and personal care needed to move your business forward. From initial ownership
to long-term growth, let’s build a foundation that lasts.

Contact Peyton today!

assisting on scene was the Minnesota
State Patrol, Astera Health EMS, and
Minnesota DNR-Forestry.

A short time later, fire trucks went
out again to a section south of Aldrich,
near Balsamlund Lutheran Church. A
large grass, wetland and wooded area
was burning. With the help of the
DNR forestry airplanes and helicopter,
the fire was contained and put out.

= Cardiology

&
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= Orthopedics

Essentia Health

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

Freshwater merge put on hold after
executive director resigns

rates were down during the
time of the Covid pandemic.

The full plan is expected
to be created this year, with
construction starting in the
spring of 2027.

Freshwater merge on
pause

School Board Chair Ryan
Wright told the board that
Freshwater Education Dis-
trict Executive Director
Eric Weber is resigning,
which effectively puts a halt
to the process of merging
with some other nearby
schools who had requested
they be able to join. Wright
said late in the school year
is not the best time to find
a new executive director
because of the different
licensing requirements of
the position. He said the
consensus of the Freshwa-
ter Board is that the project
is slowed down significantly.

Tappe said the merger
would have been difficult
with a director, and will
not be happening with the
director leaving.

“We would need to find a
strong leader to move for-
ward with it,” said Tappe.

Freshwater has agreed
to share some services with
the other school districts if
they have a need.

Elementary culture

Elementary Principal
Ryan Koenigs told the board
that the elementary school
is seeing more kids getting
into reading. He noted that
they have new curriculum
through the Online Lan-
guage and Literacy Acad-
emy (OL&LA).

“We are increasing read-
ing scores and the teachers
are saying ‘my kids are
excited about reading,’”
said Koenigs.

Koenigs said that the
climate and culture of
the school are improving

Right here, for you.

No matter where life takes you, the care team in Staples is by your side.
We're committed to listening, caring, and delivering the kind of
personalized health care you deserve — every step of the way.

PRIMARY CARE FOR ALL AGES:
= Prenatal and Postpartum Visits
= Women's Health Visits
= Well Child & Teen Visits

SPECIALTY SERVICES:

Call 218-894-7870 or schedule online at EssentiaHealth.org/Schedule

St. Joseph’s-Staples Clinic
Monday-Friday: 8 am-4:30 pm
Urgent Care Monday-Friday: 8 am-6 pm

= Adult Preventative Visits
= Welcome to Medicare Visits
= Medicare Annual Wellness Visits

= Physical Therapy

according to the Continu-
ous Improvement Plan and
administration going to
workshops for “high reli-
ability schools.” He said
they are following the Pos-
itive Behavioral Interven-
tions and Supports (PBIS)
system and now have less
than one behavioral refer-
ral per day.

The school has imple-
mented playground leaders
called “chief fun officers,”
said Koenigs, which is help-
ing with recess behaviors.

The elementary school
has formed collaborative
teams that meet weekly
to do a deep dive into aca-
demic performance of indi-
vidual students.

In other news, the

board

» Accepted resignation of
Jim Jackson, Head Wres-
tling Coach.

» Accepted resignation of
Kari Sarych, Dean of Stu-
dents and approved hire of
Sarych as special education
teacher

» Accepted resignation of
Bobbyjo Johnson, special
education, and approved
Johnson as American
Indian Liason.

« Approved hire of Tina
Mitts, FACS; Caroline
Gadacz, math; Angela
Jares, special ed; Bren Salo,
PE/DAPE; Melisa Wright,
ECSE; Jeff Sterriker, CTE
industrial tech; Holton
Truax, PE; Trisha Brown,
assistant softball coach;
Jocelyn Anderson, special
education; Kim Prestridge,
behavior interventionist;
Kris Mumm, CTE machine
trades, and Jill Kneisl, head
gardener.

» Accepted retirement of
Jim Rollins, transportation,
after 40 plus years of ser-
vice at the district; accepted
retirement of Jennifer Sapp,
elementary teacher.

= and more




