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Prairie running Staples-Motley youth cross country runners had their first practice on Aug. 13, 
for grades 3-6, at the Legacy Arboretum in Staples. The program is part of Staples-Motley Community Education. 
(Staples World photo by Mark Anderson) 
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This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Aug. 19    80     54     M. Sunny                                                       
Aug. 20   83      60       Sunny                                                                             
Aug. 21    83     53     M. Sunny                                    
Aug. 22   80     50     M. Sunny   
 Aug. 23   80     58     M. Sunny    
Aug. 24   79     57       Cloudy                            
Aug. 25   80     59     M. Sunny      
                                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 78 º Low = 57º

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
Aug. 19    77º    62   P. Cloudy
Aug. 20    82      63     Sunny                                     
Aug. 21    80     66      Rain
Aug. 22    73     58   M. Sunny      
Aug. 23    63     53  M. Cloudy  
Aug. 24    60     61      Sunny
Aug. 25    66     44      Sunny

Inside this issue:
City of Staples decertifies three TIF districts
Capistrant concert at Landmark Inn Aug. 22

Fall sports start
CLC Field Day Aug. 28

Bryan Savaloja and Milo 
Scott were the top two vote 
earners in the primary elec-
tion for the Wadena County 
Sheriff, and will be the two 
candidates on the ballot in 
the general election on Nov. 
4, 2026. Savaloja had 1,333 
votes for 43 percent of  the 
total and Scott had 560 votes 
for 18 percent. Other contes-
tants were Troy Wangsness, 
471 (15 percent), Cory Carr 
437 (13 percent) and Aaron 
Schiller 276 (9 percent).

Todd County and Mor-
rison County did not have 
primary races because they 
did not have more than two 

candidates for a county seat.

Wiener wins senate 
primary

State Representative 
Mike Wiener edged State 
Senator Paul Utke in the 
Republican primary for the 
Minnesota District 5 senate 
seat,  getting 208 more 
votes out of  11,000 voters. 
Wiener’s strength in Todd 
County overcame Utke’s 
gains in Hubbard and 
Becker counties. Wiener 
received 77 percent of  the 
vote in Todd County. He 
will move on to face Skylar 
Fynboh in the general elec-
tion.

Savaloja, Scott 
emerge in Sheriff race

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

While most Central Lakes 
College academic programs 
have had robust enrollment 
the last couple of  years, new 
administrators Kimberly 
Lynch and Erich Heppner 
said the college has one 
unique asset: space.

“This is unusual, most 
colleges don’t have this 
same level of  space,” said 
Lynch, the new interim 
president for CLC, replac-
ing Hara Charlier, who took 
a job at a college in Massa-
chusetts.

Starting with the large 
shops and gathering space 
at the main campus build-
ing, plus large outdoor 
spaces at the Ag and Energy 
Center and Heavy Equip-
ment campus, Staples has 
one of  the largest commu-
nity colleges in the state.

Heppner said the large 
main campus was created 
that way because that’s 
what Mike Matonich wished 
for when he was in charge 
of  the college as it was start-
ing up.

“This campus is built 
for volume and to create a 
workforce,” said Heppner, 
the new Dean of  Staples 
Campus.

Lynch comes to CLC after 
working in the Minnesota 
State system and she also 
has been an administra-
tor at Northwest Techni-
cal College in Bemidji and 
Anoka-Ramsey Community 

College. After spending 
time talking to people in the 
Staples community, she said 
there is a “clear directive” 
of  what she needs to do.

“We need to spread the 
word that isn’t apparent, 

that we have great pro-
grams here and great com-
munity partners.” said 
Lynch. “That will lead to 
mutual success.”

Heppner said they have 
already gotten started with 
increased marketing for 
the career programs at the 
college, branching out with 
billboards, radio, mailings, 
print materials and social 
media. Most of  all, they 
want to have more personal 
interactions.

“We want to get more 
people aware, get them into 
the labs and shops,” said 
Heppner. 

They are also looking 
for adult learners who are 
ready to learn a new skill or 
switch careers.

Before becoming Dean 
of  the Staples Campus this 
year, Heppner was the head 
of  student services and the 
student senate at the college. 
He said he will continue to 
be student-focused in his 
job as campus dean.

“We have a well tuned-up 
team,” said Heppner. “We 
speak that student lan-
guage.”

Heppner said the college 
students have been inten-
tionally getting involved 

New administrators find CLC 
has room to expand

Kimberly Lynch is the new Central Lakes College 
President, and Erich Heppner is the Dean of Staples 
Campus. The two new administrators are working to get 
the word out about the many programs on the Staples 
campus.

New CLC administration

Robert Andert, 74, of  Sta-
ples, is charged with felony 
theft and felony damage to 
property for the theft of  an 
Honor Flight trailer taken 
from the American Legion 
in Moorhead in the early 
morning hours of  Aug. 3. 

According to a crimi-
nal complaint filed in Clay 
County court on Aug. 10, 
Moorhead Police identified 
Andert’s red truck from a 
surveilance video showing 
a truck driving away with 
the trailer.

On Aug. 7, investigators 
used a search warrant to 
go to Andert’s property in 
Staples, where they found 

a burn pile 
t h a t  h a d 
evidence of  
the materi-
als that had 
been in the 
trailer. The 
i t e m s  i n 
the trailer 
i n c l u d e d 
shirts, tumblers, tables and 
carts, valued at $30,000 and 
the trailer itself  was esti-
mated to be worth $7,500.

The complaint states 
that Andert admitted to 
having the trailer and 
burning the contents.

Andert was arrested on 
Aug. 9 and was detained in 
the Clay County jail.

Andert jailed for theft 
of merchandise trailer

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

T h e  f o r m e r  M o t l e y 
School building will soon 
be home to American Eagle 
Roofing & Coating, a branch 
of  its parent company in 
Clear Lake, Wisc.

Mose Borntreger, owner 
of  the business, was at the 
Motley City Council’s reg-
ular meeting Aug. 10, to 
introduce himself  and his 
work, and share plans for 
the space. 

The building entails 
nearly 89,000 sq. ft. and as 
they will not need all of  it 
for their roofing business, 
Borntreger said they are 
open to renting out some of  
the space.

However, he went on, 
they only want to rent to 
things that would “benefit 
the community.” Borntre-
ger mentioned that perhaps 
the gym could be something 
the community could use.

Council member April 
Skeesick-Larson asked 
about the possibility of  an 
open gym, which Borntre-
ger seemed open to. Police 
Chief  Al Yoder expressed 
some concern, wondering 
who would be there to moni-
tor the building.

Emily Blackbur n of  
Motley asked if  there were 
plans for the former football 
field. She’ll be a sophomore 
at Brainerd High School 
this fall, where she plays on 
the soccer team. Blackburn 
said that there is nowhere 
in the Motley community 

to practice, or play soccer, 
and she hoped Borntreger 
would consider this as a 
possibility for the field. She 
went on to note that they’d 
need soccer nets, and the 
council suggested that per-
haps the Motley Lions or 
American Legion could help 

pay for those.
B o r n t re g e r  t h a n ke d 

people for their sugges-
tions. He went on to say that 
they’d be bringing in a sign 
for their business, as well 

Former Motley School building has sold

The owner/managers of American 
Eagle Roofing & Coating are pictured 
outside the former Motley School build-
ing Aug. 10. From left, Edwin Borntreger, 

Mose Borntreger, Anna and Emanuel 
Shetler. (Staples World photos by Dawn 
Timbs)

Bringing their roofing company to Motley

See BORNTREGER 
on page 12a

See CLC on page 12a
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Retail, gift and thrift stores
Longbella Drug By Lakewood   1210 Highway 10, Staples
Old 10 Aparrel   508 2nd Ave NE, Staples
STEP On In    116 5th Street NE, Staples
Like-Nu Gun & Pawn   214 2nd Ave. NE, Staples
Ray’s Tobacco   215 2nd Ave. NE, Staples

Shop Local!
We have what you need right here

Check out these local businesses

Home, Hardware
Staples Ace Hardware   210 2nd Ave NE, Staples
Central Building Supply  820 2nd Ave. NW, Staples
Williams Floral & Nursery  1010 2nd Ave. NE, Staples
Motley Hardware   117 Highway 10 S., Motley
The Great Indoors   877 2nd Ave. NW, Staples

Restaurants and bars
Tower Pizza    414 2nd Ave NE, Staples
Frosty’s Spirits & Social Club  5th Street & 2nd Ave. NE
Spot Cafe    116 2nd Ave NW, Staples
Beck’s Burger Co.   119 3rd St NE, Staples
The Boxcar    102 4th St NE, Staples
Still Lefty’s    423 2nd Ave NE, Staples
DQ Staples and DQ Motley   Highway 10 in Staples and Motley
B&B Sports Bar & Grill  115 2nd Ave. NE, Staples
Stomping Grounds    213 4th St NE, Staples
Bremer’s Booze Bank    48 Main Street W, Motley 

Automobiles & vehicle repair
Nyhus Chevrolet   120 2nd Ave NE, Staples
Ken’s Collision & Glass/Southside Mini-
  Mart/Soutside Suds Car Wash 219 6th St SE, Staples

Groceries & food
Ernie’s Food Market   1425 Highway 10 E, Staples
Jon’s Family Foods   203 Warner Road NE, Staples

STAPLES ACE HARDWARE
Grills, Stihl, Fishing, paint

210 2nd Ave. NE, Staples
218-894-1080

STAPLES 214 2nd Ave.
218-894-3055

218-894-2242
LakewoodHealthSystem.com

• Fast, friendly pharmacy care
• Prescriptions, vaccines & wellness
• Gifts, décor & everyday finds

LW_LongbellaDrug_SigAd_BW_3.9x1.28_5.26.indd   1 5/12/26   10:08 AM

www.cbsstaples.com

 215 2nd Ave NE. Staples, MN 
218-541-5400

E-cigs, cigars, tobacco, 
vapes - and more.

218-894-3299
414 2nd Ave NE, Staples

Monday-Thursday: 11:00-7:30
Friday-Saturday: 11:00-8:30
Sunday: 4:00-7:30

We care about your service
Local businesess have a deep understanding of  the products and services we 

provide. We take time to get to know your needs and strive to make your shopping 
experience worthwhile.

We support community groups
We donate 250% more per sale to local nonprofits, events and youth activities 

than national chains.
We keep our community unique

One-of-a-kind businesses create the character for our community. We don’t 
want to be like everywhere else.

We invest in our community
For every $100 spent at a locally owned business, at least $50 recirculates and 

remains in the local economy, compared to $15 for national chains.
We cut your taxes

Your local business tax base pays city, county and school taxes at a higher rate, 
which translates to lower taxes for you. This gives us better schools, transporta-
tion and emergency response services in our community.

Local businesses provide job growth
Up to 90 percent of  net new jobs are created by locally owned businesses

We spur innovation
Entrepreneurs and skilled workers are more likely to invest and settle in com-

munities that promote their one-of-a-kind businesses and distinctive character.
We reduce driving time

Residents of  neighborhoods with more local businesses drive 26 percent fewer 
miles.

Why shop local?

Your Community Newspaper 
Since 1890

Nothing says local like the Staples World

21 Taps / 21 Burgers

119 3rd St. NE,
Staples

218-296-5191
becksburgerco@gmail.com

BECK’S BURGER CO. 
Hours: Monday - Thursday, 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Friday & Saturday, 11 a.m.-1 a.m.

Enjoy DAILY 

SPECIALS

w
43c

        

        Bingo is Back!
       at BECK’S

Saturdays, 1 p.m.

Wind down 
after work

*Fish Fry Fridays* 
return, 5 p.m. (until gone)

Li
c.

 #
05

04
8

Begins  Oct. 4

Begins  Oct. 5

119 3rd St. NE, STAPLES      218-296-5191

Kitchen Hours
Mon.-Thurs: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Friday: 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

•Bingo  •gamBling
•Fish Fry  •asian Food night

508 2nd Ave. NE, Staples, MN
218-895-5220

Personalized Gifts, Banners, Signs.
Embroidery, Screen Printing, Laser Engraving

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

Shawn Sorlie and Nich-
ole Erickson purchased 
The Boxcar in Staples with 
the purpose of  serving real 
food in an inviting atmo-
sphere.

They spent a lot of  time 
cleaning and updating the 
space. 

“We wanted an expe-
rience people can enjoy,” 
said Sorlie. “We have clean 
ingredients and a friendly 
atmosphere that is inviting 
to people.”

While the previous ver-
sion of  The Boxcar was 
focused more on the bar, 
Erickson said they pur-
chased it to be food-focused. 
They want to become more 
of  a family-friendly restau-
rant and have put a lot of  
thought into their menu.

“We spent time picking 
through the ingredient 
labels, we are selling the 
best quality items we can 
find,” said Erickson.

They started by making 
the kitchen free of  seed-
oils because of  the nega-
tive health concerns about 
those types of  oils.

“We’ve done that in our 
personal life for three 
years,”  said Erickson, 
“more homes are eating that 
way now.”

Their menu is mainly 
hamburgers, pizzas, salads 
and sandwiches, but they 
allow customers to per-
sonalize each meal. Their 

“build your own” menu 
has a ton of  toppings and 
sauces. They also have a 

new “pick list” menu with 
some of  the more popular 
combinations so people can 
just pick one thing instead 
of  many. They also offer a 

“Pick of  the Day” to narrow 
it down to one favorite.

Some customers have 
been very creative with the 
menu. For example, one 
person ordered a burger 
with a double patty, pine-
apple, corned beef, black 
olives and blue cheese.

“That was unique, but he 

said it was the best burger 
he ever ate,” said Erickson. 

While customers are 
encouraged to get creative, 
the menu also allows them 
to match their appetite or 
budget.

“If  someone doesn’t want 
fries, they don’t have to 
order them,” said Sorlie. 

“If  they just want a sand-
wich, they can order just a 
sandwich, and they aren’t 
charged for a full meal.”

Customers can also 

just order a side dish and 
add toppings, cheeses and 
sauces. 

“A lot of  people order 
loaded fries or loaded tots,” 
said Erickson, in which 
they pick a side dish and 
load it up with the build-
your-own menu items.

The Boxcar has gotten 
good feedback on their 
homemade ranch sauce. 
Erickson crafts most of  the 
sauces they serve.

With their varied menu, 
they also plan to keep the 
kitchen open late, often 
until 10:45 p.m. or so.

Erickson and Sorlie said 
the community has been 
very welcoming to having 
a new type of  restaurant 
in town, but there are also 
some people who are resis-
tant to change.

“People are telling us it 
is nice and friendly,” said 
Sorlie. “We are getting rave 
reviews saying the food is 
good, too.”

Being located at the 
corner of  Highway 10 and 
4th Street NE, The Boxcar 
is starting to pick up more 
highway traffic. 

“People driving through 
pull up the restaurants on 
their phone and go to the 
closest one,” said Sorlie. 

“Getting good reviews puts 
you towards the top of  the 
list.”

As they settle in to their 
new venture, Sorlie and 
Erickson are looking for-
ward to the future. They 
said they have ideas to 
expand their restaurant, 
either into the space next 
door or open the basement 
space to customers.

New owners at The Boxcar 
focused on serving great food

Nichole Erickson and Shawn Sorlie at The Boxcar. 
(Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Operating The Boxcar

New business in town
‘Maverick’s’ in Staples is the place to go for lemon-

ade on Thursdays. The young entrepreneur sets up his 
stand outside the former Longbella Drug Store during 
the garage sale for veterans that’s held  there each week 
on that day. (Submitted photo)

Todd County has received 
a grant to help residents 
ensure their drinking water 
is safe. This initiative pro-
vides free water testing kits 
to eligible households and 
offers financial assistance 
to help address identified 
water quality issues.

The program aims to pro-
mote regular safety checks 
for private wells. To partic-
ipate, residents must meet 
the following requirements: 

• Eligibility: Must be a 
Todd County resident using 
a private well.

• Limit: One kit per house-
hold.

• Retesting: Available 
for households that have 
recently installed a water 
treatment system.

Residents can pick up 
their free kits at the Todd 
C o u n t y  P l a n n i n g  a n d 
Zoni ng  o f f i c e  M ond ay 
through Friday between 8 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. For more 
information or to ask ques-
tions about the program, 
call 320-732-4420. The grant 
expires April 30, 2027.

Drinking water testing
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Looking back

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

moved to 207 4th St. NE

Across from the old Staples Theatre marquee

75 Years ago - 1951 
o Aug. 16, 1951 - Word has 

been received by relatives 
in Staples that the six chil-
dren of  Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
DeMars, who were stricken 
with polio at Van Nuys, 
Calif., are all recovering 
satisfactorily at the present 
time.

Patricia, age 11, the last 
of  the six to contract the dis-
ease, was released from the 
hospital first.

o Aug. 16, 1951 - It was 
several weeks ago that this 
column mentioned the 
starting of  the new Catho-
lic Church in Motley, which 
is located on the corner just 
south of  the present loca-
tion. The digging of  the 
basement was dug the first 
week of  May but it wasn’t 
until the first week of  July 
that work was begun on the 

building proper. The work, 
a lot of  it, is expected to be 
done by donated labor, with 
Louis Gottwalt of  Pierz, 
contractor. 

o Aug. 16, 1951 - On Friday 
evening, Aug. 10, a group 
of  F.F.A. members went to 
Little Falls to enter a swine 
judging contest. The contes-
tants were Charles Blake, 
Don Frisk, Gordon Opheim, 
Don Berg, Jerry Barnes and 
Joe Sullivan. The awards 
for the four top boys were 
an F.F.A. jacket and a trip to 
the National Barrow Show 
at Austin, Sept. 12.

Don Frisk won the con-
test with a possible score 
of  280 points out of  300. 
Gordon Opheim tied with a 
Little Falls boy for third and 
fourth. Jerry Barnes was 
close to winning a jacket but 
ended up fifth. 

o Aug. 16, 1951 - The first 
practice of  the 1951 football 
season is called for Monday 
morning Aug. 20, at the 
athletic field for the Staples 
Railroader football squad.

Coach Spike Johnson, 
in issuing the call for men, 
stated that regular practices 
will be held each morning 
from then until the time 
school opens on Sept. 4. 

50 Years ago - 1976
o Aug. 5, 1976 - For Sale: 

Cute 6 week old part-Lab 
puppies and like new bath-
room sink with faucets $10. 
Call 894-2715, Melvin Wiens.

o Aug. 5, 1976 - Mary 
Hegre of  Staples was among 
the 144 of  Minnesota’s top 
high school musicians on 
the Bemidji State University 
campus recently as part of  
the 1976 Minnesota Music 
Educators Association All-
State Band.

Selected through audi-
t i o n s  f ro m  ove r  1 , 0 0 0 
students,  the members 
rehearsed for five days 
under the leadership of  con-
ductor Michael Polovitz.

o Aug. 5, 1976 - The Sta-
ples Alliance Church will 
be showing the film, “The 
Deceiver,” Sunday, Aug. 8, at 
8 p.m.

The film shows the Chris-
tian that he must be living 
in daily dependence upon 
God’s Almighty power to 
combat the devil and his 
demons, according to Rev. 
Bill Arant, local pastor.

o Aug. 5, 1976 - Bill Pon-
tius of  the lake area south of  
Motley scored a hole-in-one 
at the Terrace Golf  Course 
Monday, July 19. Pontius hit 
the ace on hole No. 2, using 
a five-iron.

o Aug. 5, 1976 - Wednesday, 
July 28, the Staples Pony 
team finished in fourth 
place in the Staples Pony 
Tour nament.  Members 
of  team included Blaine 
Dravis, Phil Corbett, Paul 
Sanda, Johnny Riewer, Jim 
Crawford, Steve Peterson, 
Todd Crawford, Tom Olson, 
Bo Olson, Ken Meyer, Jamie 
Marden, Craig Wolhowe and 
Dave Hagenson.

o Aug. 5, 1976 - Master 
Charge. The Interbank Card. 
STOP IN NOW and get your 
application blank for your 
own Master Charge card at 
Staples State Bank in Sta-
ples, Minn. Phone, 894-1522.

o Aug. 5, 1976 - Showing at 

the Cozy Theatre in Wadena 
Aug. 4 - 10 - Ode to Billy Joe. 
What the song didn’t tell you 
the movie will.

o Aug. 5, 1976 - There were 
costumes galore as about 50 
boys and girls participated 
in the Kiddies’ parade  of  
the Staples Crazy Days cel-
ebration last Friday.

First place winners in the 
various categories were Lee 
Ann Redemske for bicen-
tennial, Amy Meyer for fan-
tasy land, Aaron Smith for 
mobile unites, Cal Smith for 
miscellaneous and Brenda 
and Mary Edwards for crazy 
costumes. 

Second place awards 
went to Peter Odell, Brenda 
Edwards, Mike Petrich, 
Amy Martin and Marjorie 
Martin, with third place 
winners being Stacy John-
son, Patty Martin, Joe 
Peterson, Lisa Jenkins and 
Cheryl Huebner. 

Judging the contestants 
were Lu Wilson, Gordon D. 
Sellnow and Mike Umbrecht.

25 Years ago - 2001
o Aug. 16, 2001 - Joe Bir-

mingham is the new pres-
ident at Central Lakes 
College, Brainerd and Sta-
ples. He replaces retiring 
Sally Ihne, who will be 
honored Aug. 24, in a com-
munity tribute at Cragun’s 
Legacy Pavilion, East Gull 
Lake.

On his first day at work, 
Birmingham met the public 
at a reception that included 
State Sen. Dallas Sams of  
Staples, and James McCor-
mick, new chancellor of  the 
Minnesota State Colleges 
and Universities.

o Aug. 16, 2001 -  The 
Motley Rodeo will be held at 

the Motley Fairgrounds on 
Aug. 17 and 18 at 7 p.m. each 
evening. This is the fourth 
year the URA and MRA 
sanctioned event is headed 
by Bill Wyffels and Co. of  
Pillager. 

o Aug. 16, 2001 - Imagine 
the culture shock of  arriving 
from your home in (choose 
one: Brazil, Ukraine, Sibe-
ria, Finland) and coming to 
Motley for a two-day stay at 
the Eastwood Motel?

That’s the opportunity 
about 65 young people, all 
planning on a year’s stay in 
America, had last week.

Diane Japke, Youth for 
Understanding coordina-
tor for central Minnesota, 
staged a first ever ‘landing 
orientation’ last week for 
the exchange students she 
has placed for the coming 
school year. They arrived 
at Minneapolis-St. Paul Air-
port throughout the day last 
Thursday and were bused to 
Motley, arriving in two bus 
loads about 8 p.m. 

o Aug. 16, 2001 - Jackie 
B u e c ke r s  a n d  Je r e m y 
Triepke, Staples Motley 
High School FFA members, 
are both assured of  national 
FFA honors. Jeremy learned 
this week his proficiency 
degree entry earned a gold 
award. Jackie also learned 
her entry is still in the 
running for a top national 
award at the national FFA 
convention in October.

o Aug. 16, 2001 -  The 

Louis Kemp seafood plant 
at Motley is about to add 50 
jobs, but they won’t exactly 
be new jobs.

They are being trans-
ferred to Motley from the 
Louis Kemp plant in Duluth, 
which is being closed.

“The Louis Kemp Plant 
in Duluth is being con-
solidated with our opera-
tions in Motley, with our 
Duluth employees offered 
first opportunity for those 
jobs,” a spokesperson for 
ConAgra, the parent com-
pany of  Louis Kemp, said 
from offices  in Irvine, Calif., 
on Tuesday.

10 Years ago - 2016
o Aug. 11, 2016 - The 26th 

Annual Old Wadena Ren-
dezvous & Folklife Fest will 
be held Aug. 13 & 14, 2016, 
at Old Wadena Park, north 
of  Staples. Featured acts 
include Curtis & Loretta, 
Caitlin Robertson, Dave Vir-
nala, Leane Flynn, Margo 
McCreary Puppet Show, 
Dick Oehlenschlager, Jake 
Kaehne, John Gorka.

o Aug. 11, 2016 - Liz Koski-
niemi, a member of  the Sta-
ples Motley Area Women of  
Today, was recently awarded 
with a State Presidential Pin 
for her volunteer services 
with the local chapter. The 
Presidential Pin is awarded 
to an exclusive number of  
state members who go above 
and beyond to make their 
communities a better place.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the May 3, 2001 edition of the 
Staples World featured Sheila Jenniges, 
left, and Dianne Heldman, right, con-
gratulating volunteer members for their 
special recognition at the P.A.C.K. vol-
unteer event at the Motley School. The 
volunteers, from left, are Sherri Zetah, 
Cindy Zetah and Jackie Nurnberger.

Dianne Heldman, Staples, and 

Sheila (Zetah) Jenniges, Oak Grove, 
recognized all in the photo and remem-
bered well the volunteer appreciation 
event they were a part of. Thanks for 
participating in our mystery photo.

Judy Wolak of Staples correctly 
identified Sherri Zetah, Cindy Zetah and 
Dianne Heldman. She thought Sheila 
Jenniges was an Eckes. Thanks for par-
ticipating in our mystery photo.

Mystery solved

Hello readers. This week’s archive 
photo is from 2001. Do you know who 
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory 
to share? Email your answers and where 

you’re from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com 
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery photo

AUGUST 12, 2026
Long Prairie Police
Jeweleah Rose Denise Bech-

told, Clarissa. Operate vehicle with 
expired registration. Fine $30. Fee 
$85.

Luis Hecdiel Caraballo Pastrana, 
Long Prairie. Driving without a valid 
license for vehicle class or type. Fine 
$100. Fee $85.

Bryan Rosario Fulgencio, Long 
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

Taylor John Huston, Grey Eagle. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. Driver must carry proof of 
insurance. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Tristen Allen Kircher, Burtrum. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

Dusty KC Rosenfeldt, Minneapo-
lis. Operate vehicle with expired reg-
istration. Fine $30. Fee $85.

Tiffany Lynn Rosenow, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 40/30. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Luis O’Neill Santana Acosta, 
Saint Cloud. Seat belt required. Fine 
$25. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff
Delavan Louis Cole, Staples. 

Operate vehicle with expired registra-
tion. Fine $30. Fee $85.

Barry John Hartman, Bertha. For-
estry-Open burning-prohibited mate-
rials. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Brent Allan Hoverud, Browerville. 
Driving after revocation. Dismissed. 
Driver must carry roof insurance. 
Unsupervised probation, 1 Yr.  Fine 
$50. Fine $50

Tristen Allen Kircher, Burtrum. 
Driving after revocation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85.

Walter Frank Lipa, Osakis. 
Domestic Assault-Fear. Dismissed. 
Disorderly Conduct. Continued. 

Victor Emanuel Lopez Rolon, 
Long Prairie. Speed 45/30. Fine 
$60. Fee $85. Driving without a valid 
license. Fine $100.

Lee Duane Pierce, Deer Creek. 
Driver Approaching Intersection Fails 
to Yield Right of Way. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Jesus Brayan Castillo Silva, Idaho 
Falls, ID. Driver must carry proof 
of insurance. Fine $200. Fee $85. 
Driving without a valid license. Fine 
$100.

Alec Eugene Stoecker, Clarissa. 
Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee $115. 
Driver must carry proof insurance. 
Dismissed.   

Staples Police
Wade Scott Cumming, Brower-

ville. Driving after revocation. Fine 
$200. Fee $85.

M N  D e p t .  o f  N a t u r a l 
Resources

Klinton Mark Johnson, Braham. 
Fish and Game. Take fishing without 
angling license. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Matthew Ryan Storck, Brower-
ville. ATV’s-Fail to renew registration. 
Fine $50. Fee $85. ATV-Prohibitions 
on youthful operators/passengers, 
under 18 helmet required. Fine $50

Joas L. Yoder, Crystal. Fish and 
Game. Take or possess fish over limit.

MN State Patrol
William Michael Blanchard, Pas-

adena, CA. Speed 45/35. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Odeen Peter tufto, Scottsdale, 
AZ. Speed 75/65. Fine $40. $85.

Todd Alan Zimprich, Sioux Falls, 
SD. Speed 69/60. Fine $40. $85.

Yasemeen Sabri Al-Meri, Alexan-
dria. Hands-Free Law. Fine $50. Fee 
$85.

Reena Diamond Ansu, Bismarch, 
ND. Speed 99/70. Fine $100. Fee 
$185.

Tyler Jay Beach, Staples. Seat 
belt required. Fine $25. Fee $85.

Diogenes Alberto De La Cruz 
Burgos, Long Prairie. Speed 80/60. 
Fine $70. Fee $155

Tanya Le Dingmann, Belgrade. 
Speed 78/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Michael L. Downs, Lidgerwood, 
ND. Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

James Andrew Gregg, Las Vegas, 
NV. Speed 78/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Randel David Jacobson, Osakis. 
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Zagalot Of Jean, Long Prairie. 
Speed 80/60. Fine $70. Fee $155.

Damien Kane Kerr, Wadena. Fail 
to yield righ of way stop signs/blink-
ing. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Henson Ronier Leal Diaz, Sur-
prise, AZ. Speed 85/70. Fine $60. 
Fee $85.

Wayne Thomas McNally, Clith-
erall. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee 
$85.

Mark Joseph Miller, Woodbury. 
80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

William Edward Leo III Nathe, 
Freeport. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. 
Fee $85.

Rachel Rose Schwankl, Fridley. 

Speed 83/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.
Raul Alberto Wood, Long Prairie. 

Driving after cancellation. Fine $200. 
Fee $85. No proof mv insurance. 
Fine $200.

Sandra Jo Wussow, Alexandria. 
Speed 79/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County August 3, 2026.

Heather Michelle Cogbill, Buffalo. 
Traffic - DWI - Operate Motor Vehicle 
- Alcohol Concentration 0.08 Within 
2 Hours. Dismissed. Traffic - DWI - 
Operate Motor Vehicle - Alcohol 
Concentration 0.08 Within 2 Hours. 
Local Confinement 90 Days, Stay 0 
Yr 0 Mo 87 Days For 1 Yr Credit for 
time served: 3 Days. Unsupervised 
probation, 1 Yr. Fine $200. Fee 
$300.

Lucas John Maland, Eagle Bend.  
DWI - Fourth-Degree Driving While 
Impaired. Dismissed. Speed 70/55. 
Dismissed. Careless Driving. Dis-
missed. DWI - Operate Motor Vehicle 

- Alcohol Concentration 0.08 Within 2 
Hours. Local Confinement  90 Days, 
Stay 0 Yr 0 Mo 90 Days For 2 Yr. 
Supervised probation, 2 Yr. commu-
nity work service, 8 Hours For Inde-
terminate.  Sentenced. Fine $500. 
Fee $600. 

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County August 5, 2026

Dwight Carroll Jr. Miller, River 
Falls. Possess Ammo/Any Firearm - 
Conviction or Adjudicated Delinquent 
for Crime of Violence. Dismissed. 5th 
Degree - Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 
or paraphernalia residual - Not can-
nabis/hemp. MN Correctional Facil-
ity - St. Cloud, 12 Mo, Stay For 5 Yr. 
Local Confinement 365 Days, Stay 
0 Yr 0 Mo 320 Days For 5 Yr Credit 
for time served: 45 Days. Community 
work service, 16 Hours For Indeter-
minate. Supervised probation, 5 Yr. 
Sentenced. Fee $125.

Steven Albert Marty, Burtrum. 
Driving Restrictions--Alcohol/Con-
trolled Substance. Local Confine-
ment 364 Days, Stay 0 Yr 0 Mo 364 
Days For 1 Yr. Unsupervised proba-
tion, 1 Yr. Sentenced. Fine $50. Fee 
$125. Open bottle law. Dismissed 

Lynna Violet Cummins, Long Prai-
rie. 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual. 
Supervised probation, 3 Yr. Fine 
$50. Fee $50. 4th Degree DWI - 
Operate Motor Vehicle - Any Amount 
Schedule I/II Drugs/metabolite; Not 
cannabis/hem Dismissed.

Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess 
Schedule 1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia 
residual - Not cannabis/hemp Dis-
missed.

Paul David Deboer, Broweville. 
5th Degree - Possess Schedule 
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual 
- Not cannabis/hemp. Continued. 
Local Confinement   59 Days, Stay 0 
Yr 0 Mo 0 Days Credit for time served: 
59 Days.  Supervised probation, 4 Yr. 
Fine $ 50. Fee $50. 3rd Degree DWI 

- Operate Motor Vehicle - Any Amount 
Schedule I/II Drugs/metabolite; Not 
cannabis/hem. Local Confinement  
364 Days, Stay 0 Yr 0 Mo 305 Days 
For 4 Yr Credit for time served: 59 
Days. Supervised probation, 4 Yr. 
Sentenced. Fine $50. Fee $125.

Natali Azeneth Garcia Montanez, 
Long Prairie. DWI - Operate Motor 
Vehicle - Alcohol Concentration 0.08 
Within 2 Hours. Local Confinement 
364 Days, Stay 0 Yr 0 Mo 357 Days 
For 4 Yr Credit for time served: 7 
Days. Supervised probation, 4 Yr. 
Sentenced.  Fine $50. Fee $850. 
DWI - Operate Motor Vehicle - Alco-
hol Concentration 0.08 Within 2 
Hours. Dismissed. DWI - Operate 
Motor Vehicle Under Influence of 
Alcohol. Dismissed.

The following cases were 
heard before Heidi L. Hovis, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County July 29, 2026. 

Alonzo Raya-Morelos, Long Prai-
rie. Intentional discharge of firearm 
that endangers safety. Dismissed. 
Reckless discharge of firearm within 
a municipality. Probation to the court, 
2 Yr. Local confinement, 3 Days, 
Stay, 0, Yr 0, Mo 0 Days credit for 
time served: 3 days. Fine $300. Fee 
$75. Carrying pistol while under 
influence of alcohol concentration 
0.10 or more. Dismissed.

The following cases were 
heard before Michelle L. Clark, 
Seventh District Court in Todd 
County August 4, 2026.

Armando Jesus Sanchez Rodri-
guez, Long Prairie. School Bus- Red 
lights flashing. Other driver must stop. 
Sentenced. Fine $50. Fee $75.

Jef frey Lange Grif f in, Avon. 
Liquor-Consumption by persons 
under 21. Sentenced. Fine $100. 
Fee $75. Traffic - Open bottle law; 

Todd Cty. court

drinking and consumption Dismissed.
Karen Jean McLennan, Brower-

ville. School Bus - Red lights flashing 
- Other drivers must stop. Fine $50. 
Fee $125.

Reed Clifford Moulzolf, Albany. 

Liquor-Consumption by persons 
under 21 Fine $100. Fee $175. 
Open bottle law. Dismissed. 

--Court reports are received from 
the Long Prairie Leader.

Back to School donation
The Staples Host Lions recently donated $500 to 

CARE Ministry for their ‘Back to School’ event. From left, 
Jeanne Hajek, with CARE Ministry; Staples Host Lion 
President Bob Schafer. (Staples World photo by Dawn 
Timbs)



By Frank Odell

There comes a moment 
in life when a person must 
make a serious decision.

A mature decision.
A wise decision.
Should I  dance… or 

should I sit in this chair 
making groaning noises ev-
ery time I stand up like an 
antique rocking horse with 
back problems?

That, my friends, is the 
question.

Some people believe cele-
bration belongs only to the 
young. They think dancing 
is reserved for teenagers 
with functioning knees 
and enough energy to sur-
vive on two tacos and poor 
judgment. But I disagree. 
Strongly disagree. In fact, I 
believe there comes a sea-
son in life when celebration 
matters even more.

Now when I say “moon 
dance,” I am not suggesting 
anyone over sixty attempt 
breakdancing. Let us not 
tempt gravity unnecessar-
ily. Gravity already works 
overtime after age forty. At 
this point in life, tying your 
shoes feels like a hostage 
negotiation with your ham-
strings.

No, this is not about 
dancing foolishly.

It is about celebrating 
faithfully.

There is a difference.
As children, we celebrate 

because life is exciting.
As adults, we celebrate 

because life is exhausting.
That cake at age ten says, 

“Yay! I’m growing up!”
That cake at age fifty-five 

says, “Praise the Lord, I 
survived another year with-
out becoming a headline.”

Perspective changes ev-
erything.

When we are young, 
birthdays mean presents.

When we are older, birth-
days mean people squinting 
at us before saying, “Well… 
you’re looking good.”

Which is adult code for:
“You appear medically 

stable.”
Still, there is something 

beautiful about people who 
refuse to stop celebrating. 
They understand life is 
not merely endured—it is 
enjoyed. They know joy is 

not childish. Joy is survival 
with rhythm.

And perhaps that is why 
dancing has always mat-
tered. Dancing is rebellion 
against despair. It is the 
soul refusing to rust.

King David danced in 
the Bible with such passion 
people thought the man had 
lost his dignity. But maybe 
dignity is overrated some-
times. Maybe there are 
moments when gratitude 
should outweigh appear-
ances.

Because nobody reach-
es the end of  life wishing 
they had spent more time 
looking sophisticated while 
sitting silently beside the 
potato salad.

No one says, “I wish I 
had attended fewer wed-
dings, laughed less loudly, 
and remained emotionally 
unavailable near the des-
sert table.”

No. We crave celebra-
tion because deep down we 
know life moves fast.

One minute you are 
sneaking snacks into a mov-
ie theater. The next minute 
you are hiding vegetables 
in your diet and discussing 
fiber with frightening en-
thusiasm.

Accelerates life does like 
a shopping cart with one 
crooked wheel. Faster spins 
the calendar while slower 
creak the joints. Suddenly 
your idea of  “cutting loose” 
is using both packets of  
sauce at a fast-food restau-
rant.

Have you seen people my 

age? We buy birdfeeders 
and become emotionally in-
vested in squirrels. We own 
seventeen plastic contain-
ers without matching lids. 
We make accidental noises 
while sitting down. We clap 
when airplanes land as if  
we personally assisted the 
pilot.

Dance a little slower if  
needed.

Stretch beforehand if  
necessary.

Keep aspirin nearby like 
trusted backup singers.

But dance.
Dance because your 

heart still beats.
Dance because your fam-

ily still gathers.
Dance because some-

where along the road, sor-
row did not win.

Life gives us enough fu-
nerals, failures, and frustra-
tions. Enough tears arrive 
without invitation. So when 
joy knocks on the door 
wearing music shoes, we 
ought to answer it.

Even if  the moon dance 
becomes more of  a cautious 
side-to-side shuffle.

Honestly, at a certain age, 
any movement that does not 
require physical therapy 
counts as choreography.

And maybe that is the 
real lesson.

Celebration is not pre-
tending life is perfect. It is 
recognizing life is precious 
anyway. It is laughter echo-
ing through tired lungs. It 
is grandparents swaying 
in kitchens. It is friends 
singing off-key. It is wrin-
kled hands clapping beside 
birthday candles that look 
dangerously close to start-
ing a brush fire.

It is proof  the spirit 
can remain young while 
the knees file formal com-
plaints.

So tonight, if  life gives 
you even the smallest rea-
son to celebrate—take it.

Put on the music.
Call the people you love.
Laugh too loudly.
Eat dessert first.
Dance carefully but en-

thusiastically.
Because eventually the 

song ends for all of  us.
Until then?
It is time for a moon 

dance.

Time for a moon dance
Find Treasure Within
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By Mikki Morrissette 
Minnesota Women’s Press

At a large gathering of  
rural voices in June, a pot-
luck party along the river 
in Palisade, a Minnesota 
town of  less than 200 peo-
ple, women shared their 
perspectives about culture, 
politics, and the nature of  
mutual aid in all communi-
ties.

Shanai Matteson, who 
co-created the event, said 
she was inspired because 
she started to hear in many 
spaces the story that wom-
en cannot win, women can-
not be leaders, “no one will 
accept us as leaders, espe-
cially in (rural small) towns 
like this. That just doesn’t 
resonate with my experi-
ence, because I grew up here 
and I was raised by strong 
women and I know many 
of  you were too. Whether 
you live in little towns like 
Palisade or on the reserva-
tions in this region or you 
live in some of  the big lit-
tle towns, you know that 
women are already leading 
us. It’s women who are the 
caregivers, who are the 
strategists. We’re don’t just 
clean up messes, although 
we do clean up a lot of  mess-
es. We are imaginative and 
creative, and we have vision 
for what will make our com-
munity stronger.”

She invited people in the 
audience to come up and 
share what kind of  support 
the’re looking for, which 
included organizers con-
cerned about mining and 
data centers. “We all need 
help. We’re not rich here, 
we’re not going to be able to 
make the changes that we 
need by raising a bunch of  
money. We need to get back 
to the basics of  taking care 
of  each other.”

Matteson acknowledged 
the people raising kids and 
grandkids, doing day jobs 
and “solving the problems 
that we all face in our fami-
lies and communities, gath-
ering their neighbors to 
talk about things that are 
important to us, helping 
each other out. That’s the 
kind of  leadership that will 
help us move into a better 
future.”

Whether it’s arts and 
culture groups expressing 
themselves, or door-knock-
ers for candidates, she add-
ed, she sees that a majori-
ty of  those organizers are 
women.

Here are comments from 
some of  the women Mat-
teson helped to gather in a 
small town by the Missis-
sippi River.

Gaylene Spolarich, 
Palisade mayor and Ojib-
we grandmother

“We’re concerned about 
things that need to change. 
Am I right?”

In Palisade, she said, vis-
itors might think her lit-
tle town is idyllic, yet like 
every community it needs 

mutual support to work 
well. “It’s a little city with 
big city problems. We’ve got 
infrastructure problems. 
We’ve got ordinance prob-
lems. But the beauty is that 
I have a council that is very 
strong, that is as vested as I 
am. We’ve lived here forev-
er and we care, so our job is 
to build this little city back 
into a little metropolis that 
we can keep coming back to, 
a bench on the Mississippi.”

Nevada Lit t lewolf , 
Women Winning Director

Littlewolf  said she was 
encouraged early in her life 
to be part of  the political 
sphere. As a young artist 
and community organizer 
in Virginia, Minnesota, she 
said, it was “not necessarily 
a space that I wanted to be 
in or thought of  myself  as 
being in.”

But with that encour-
agement, at age 31, she ran 
for city council, where she 
served for ten years. “I had 
never seen a native wom-
an serving in local office.” 
Littlewolf  had seen women 
leading in every tribal coun-
cil in Minnesota, but not 
much beyond that commu-
nity. Now she leads Wom-
en Winning, a statewide 
organization that works to 
recruit, support, train, en-
dorse and elect pro-choice 
women at all levels of  office, 
particularly at local levels. 

“Much of  the work I’ve done 
has been in rural commu-
nities with rural women. I 
get excited about seeing 
gatherings like this, partic-
ularly the idea that we can 
learn from our tribal com-
munities and tribal women. 
There are a lot of  gifts and 
knowledge there.”

Trina Swanson, candi-
date

“At this point last year, 
I was working for U.S. Cit-
izenship and Immigration 
Services. I had been a pub-
lic servant for almost 25 
years. At that point, I had 
dedicated my entire adult 
life to giving back to this 
country and doing things 
that I thought were valu-
able for America. Then 
Trump 2.0 came in.”

Hallie Pond, Brainerd 
Lakes Area Indivisible

She said community 
members have been coming 
together in solidarity, large-
ly to respond against the 
Crow Wing County sheriff’s 
decision to sign an agree-
ment that “basically depu-

tizes local sheriffs to carry 
out tasks on behalf  of  ICE 
in our communities. It’s 
harmful work. It breaks the 
precious trust in the fabric 
of  our communities that 
we rely on to survive and to 
keep each other safe. These 
intergovernmental support 
agreements turn our local 
jails into deportation pipe-
lines.”

Pond decided run for 
a county commissioner 
seat to work toward over-
turning harmful decisions. 

“We know that we are the 
change we want to see.”

Dawn Espe, candidate
As someone who has 

worked 20 years in commu-
nity development, as found-
er of  The Sowing Room and 
formerly at Region Five 
Development Commission, 
Espe is running for District 
4 county commissioner in 
Crow Wing. She had been 
thinking of  running for sev-
eral terms to help address 
county issues, because part 
of  her work long has been 

“about listening to the peo-
ple that actually live and 
work in our places versus 
the higher ups making all 
of  our decisions. My walk 
through life has taken me 
in more directions than 
I ever thought possible. I 
have always come back to 
rural because this is where 
I belong.”

Kim McLaughlin, can-
didate

“Public education is 
near and dear to my heart. 
Across Minnesota, across 
the Northland, we need to 
do something different. I 
am in my tenth year on the 
Hibbing School Board. I‘ve 
worked in public higher ed-
ucation for almost 30 years, 
first as an internal audi-
tor and now as a business 
manager. So, I have a prob-
ably a different perspective 
than many of  the people in 
the state senate. I’m a CPA 
and I’m a fraud auditor. Al-
though I’m one voice, it’s re-
ally driving me kind of  nuts 
when I hear people throw-
ing around the word fraud. 
I’ve worked in that arena 
in various capacities. I’ve 
dug into information. I’ve 
done reports. I’ve taught 
people policy. My opponent 
keeps pointing fingers, and 
I hope to go to St. Paul and 
be somebody that can offer 
alternative solutions.

Mary Carlson, candi-
date

She’s a mother, restor-
ing a 100-year-old farm, has 
launched two successful 
businesses and serves on 
the local school board. She’s 
dealt with sometimes un-
intentional sexism toward 
women in leadership. Some 
party leaders might not 
think she can win against 
a male incumbent, “but 
they’ve never met me.”

Minnesota Women’s Press is 
found at womenspress.com

Rural women running for office

Dawn Espe (photo 
by Johnny Barber)

By John A. Nelson
The Rural Blog

In a report for Wisconsin 
Public Radio, Hope Kirwan 
reminds listeners of  an ag-
ricultural downturn of  40 
years ago when “a decline 

in crop prices and farmland 
values, massive amounts of  
farm debt and high interest 
rates led to a landslide of  
farmers forced to leave the 
industry. By the end of  the 
decade, an estimated 300,000 
farms went bankrupt or 
foreclosed.”

While the comparison is 
understandable — a conflict 
with Iran, higher fuel and 
fertilizer prices — farmers 
and economists alike rec-
ognize that unlike then, the 
federal government now 
provides more safeguards, 
such as crop insurance. 
But the difficulties still are 
threatening, as Kirwan re-
ports, “Profit margins for 
U.S. corn and soybeans have 
been negative for the past 
two years, according to data 
from the U.S. Department 
of  Agriculture.”

The WPR report quotes 
Seth Meyer, an agriculture 
economist at the Universi-
ty of  Missouri, who says 
today’s safeguards “won’t 
keep people from exiting” 
but can allow “a more or-
derly result. So folks aren’t 
knocked out by one bad sit-
uation, some of  which is out 
of  their control.”

One such situation has 
California lettuce growers 
plowing their crops back 
into the ground. The Wall 
Street Journal reports that 
the outbreak of  the cyclo-
spora virus, even though it 
has not been connected to 

domestic production, has 
instilled so much fear in 
consumers that “growers 
can’t afford the expense of  
picking and storing crops 
they might not be able to 
sell.”

In response to the chal-
lenges farmers are facing, 
U.S. Secretary of  Agricul-
ture Brooke L. Rollins an-
nounced on Tuesday at Min-
nesota Farmfest that the 
federal government is im-
plementing “a series of  data 
moder nization payment 
flexibility, and enhanced 
crop insurance options to 
benefit farmers.” In a USDA 
press release, Rollins said, 
“We’re modernizing how 
USDA serves farmers, pro-
viding common sense flex-
ibility when it’s needed 
most, and strengthening the 
risk management tools pro-
ducers depend on.”

The Wisconsin farmer 
quoted in the WPR report 
said he’s hoping to hang 
in there until commodity 
prices begin to rise again. 
“Everything we do is man-
aging risk, and there’s a 
cost to that,” he said, while 
expressing optimism.

The California lettuce 
far mer quoted by WSJ 
seemed to agree. “You can’t 
afford to be downcast very 
long,” he said. “You better 
pick yourself  up, dust your-
self  off  and keep pushing 
forward.”

Farm costs, debt compared to 1980s

The Minnesota Department of  Agricul-
ture (MDA) is seeking 11 members to serve 
two-year terms on the Emerging Farmers’ 
Working Group (EFWG). Minnesotans in-
terested in enhancing opportunities for 
new and emerging farmers to start or sus-
tain an agricultural business are encour-
aged to apply by Monday, Sept. 14.

“The goal of  the Emerging Farmers’ 
Working Group is to ensure that the expe-
riences and ideas of  farmers from across 
Minnesota help shape the resources in-
dended to serve them,” said Assistant MDA 
Commissioner Patrice Bailey. “As we con-
tinue to build out our Emerging Farmers 
Office and its programs, the group’s guid-
ance will be essential to meeting farmers 
where they are. We are grateful to past and 
departing members, whose perspectives 
have shaped this work and strengthened 
support for emerging farmers across the 

state.”
Established by the Minnesota Legis-

lature in 2020 under the Walz-Flanagan 
Administration, the EFWG was the first 
state-level advisory group of  its kind in 
the nation. Since then, 62 members repre-
senting 32 Minnesota counties have served 
across six cohorts, helping ensure that 
emerging farmers have a voice in shaping 
state programs, policies, and resources.

Members will serve from November 2026 
through May 2028. Meetings are held in per-
son or virtually. Members may choose to 
receive a stipend for their service. Applica-
tions for the EFWG must be submitted by 11 
p.m. on Monday, Sept. 14. Visit the Emerg-
ing Farmers’ Working Group webpage to 
apply and learn more. Questions may be 
directed to the Emerging Farmer Office at 
mda.emerging.farmers@state.mn.us.

MDA call for emerging farmers
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All eligible voters are invited to attend: 

MEET THE CANDIDATES Forum
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27TH

Memorial Auditorium- 249 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena

Hosted by Todd-Wadena Electric Cooperative

Social: 5:30 p.m.       Forum Begins: 6:00 p.m.

Come meet the individuals who will appear on your 
November ballot and learn more about those seeking 

to represent greater Minnesota.
*All State & Federal candidates have been invited.

w
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SAT., AUGUST 22
7:30 a.m. Gates open
7:30-11 a.m. Thresher’s Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Flag Raising with Scouts         
11:00 a.m. Antique Tractor Pull
11:30 a.m. Kid’s Coin Hunt
11:30 a.m.-7 p.m.  Lunch
1:30 p.m. Parade -  JOIN IN!

 SUN., AUGUST 23
7:30 a.m. Gates open
7:30-11 a.m. Thresher’s Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. Draft Horses field demos
11:30 a.m. Kid’s Coin Hunt
1:00  p.m. Parade - JOIN IN!
2:00-4:00 p.m. Bingo
4:00 p.m. Raffle prize drawings
5:00 p.m. Gates close for the season

Map / info: www.england-prairie.org email: pioneer@england-prairie.org

Fri., Sat., Sun. Aug. 21, 22, 23, 2026
14229 County Road 1, Wadena, MN 56482

Featuring: 
McCormick/
Deering/
IHC/

Farmall

PLUS: Tractor Show •Kid’s Games 
•Horse Drawn Wagon Rides •Military Museum 

•Pioneer Museum •Tater Dig & Pick 
•Display of Hit ‘n Miss Gasoline Engines

DEMOS: •Blacksmith •Print Shop •Shingle Mill 
•Threshing •Saw Mill •Horses in the Field
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Do You Like 
Beautiful 
Artwork?

GivinG Tours:
Tour the 
beautiful 

artwork at
Sacred Heart 

Church, 
Staples

Sat., Aug. 22
3 p.m.

Central Lakes College will host its 2026 
Field Day on Friday, August 28, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the CLC Ag & Energy Research 
Center, located at 26505 County Road 2 in 
Staples.

The annual event gives farmers, agricul-
tural professionals, families and commu-
nity members an opportunity to explore 
current agricultural research, technology 
and educational activities taking place at 
the center. Field Day is free and no prereg-
istration is required.

Morning sessions will be offered from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. and repeated from 10:45 to 
11:45 a.m. Topics include:

• Rethinking the Row: 60-Inch Corn, Cov-
er Crops and Soil Moisture Sensors, pre-
sented by Taylor Thompson of  the CLC Ag 
& Energy Center and Amy Robak of  Centra 
Sota

• Drone Applications, presented by CRK 
Aerial

• Field Research in Edible Bean Produc-
tion and Partnerships in the Plot, present-
ed by Juan Osorno of  North Dakota State 
University and Andy Hacker of  Bonanza 
Bean LLC

• Living Legacy Garden Tours, led by 
Tammy Rick

• Precision Irrigation Systems, present-
ed by Grand Irrigation

Children’s Garden activities will be of-
fered during the second session from 10:45 
to 11:45 a.m. Young visitors will have an op-
portunity to dig potatoes, cut flowers and 
learn about agriculture through hands-on 
activities.

Field Day will also feature tractor and 
combine Ride-N-Drive opportunities pro-
vided by Midwest Machinery, refresh-
ments and agricultural vendors inside the 
Main Shed.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new 
Legacy Ag Trail will take place at 11:45 
a.m. The trail creates a new walking route 
around the Ag & Energy Research Center 
and was developed through partnerships 
involving Central Lakes College, the City 
of  Staples, CLC Heavy Equipment and Ide-
al Construction. Partners and supporters 
who helped make the trail possible will be 
recognized during the lunch program.

A free lunch and program will be held 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. and will feature Min-
nesota Farm Service Agency Executive Di-
rector Kurt Blomgren as the guest speaker.

The afternoon will continue with Ride-
N-Drive activities from 1 to 2 p.m. A free ice 
cream social will be held from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
the Living Legacy Gardens, featuring live 
Scandinavian violin music by Skal Klub-
ben. The ice cream social is sponsored by 
the Central Lakes College Foundation.

For additional information, visit www.
clcagandenergy.org/events or contact Ty-
ler Grunewald at 218-894-5141.

About the CLC Ag & Energy Re-
search Center

The Central Lakes College Ag & Energy 
Research Center in Staples conducts ap-
plied agricultural research, demonstrates 
emerging practices and technologies, and 
provides educational opportunities for stu-
dents, producers, agricultural profession-
als and community members.  

CLC Field Day Aug. 28

August 20
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 
this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

StapleS caregiver Support 
group, For thoSe caring For 
Someone living With Dementia  
meets the third Thursday of  
each month, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m., 
at Faith Lutheran Church, 
430 12th St. NE, Staples. For 
info., contact Cristina: Cris-
tina.Rodriguez@vivie.org 
or 320-460-7226. 

August 21
Women’S open aa recov-

ery meeting Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 
level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

August 23
muSic in the park - Free   

Featuring The Red Letter 
Band. Sunday, Aug. 23, 2 
p.m., at Northern Pacific 
Park, 625 6th St. NE, Staples. 
Sponsored by Staples Mot-
ley Area Arts Council.

celebrate recovery group 
meetingS  Sundays, 6 p.m., 
at Motley Free Methodist 
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

August 25
WaDena county republi-

canS meeting   Tuesday, Aug. 
25, at 7 p.m., at the Wadena 
VFW. Come early to eat and 
visit with like-minded peo-
ple.

experience Strength anD 
hope aa group mtgS in Sta-
pleS   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mark Your Calendar

Menu
Senior Nutrition 

Program, Staples
Staples: Call mornings (218-

979-4118) the Thursday before to 
reserve next week’s meal(s) and 
current suggested donation info. 
LSS Meals - traditional menu 
(subject to change).

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00 
a.m., with meal reservations. 

•Staples Site:
218-979-4118.

•Motley Site: 
218-824-3820.
August 24 - August 28

monDay - Tuna noodle 
casserole, peas, hot spiced 
peaches, dinner roll, marg.,  
vanilla pudding/topping, 
1% milk.

tueSDay - Sloppy Joe/bun, 
country veggie blend, fruit 
crumble, summer pasta sal-
ad, 1% milk.

WeDneSDay - Salisbury 
steak, mashed potatoes, 
brown gravy, green beans, 
dinner roll, marg., lemon 
jello w/mandarin oranges, 
1% milk.

thurSDay - Tater tot hot-
dish, whole kernel corn, 
apple crisp, wheat bread, 
marg., 1% milk.

FriDay - Chicken Cordon 
Bleu, sliced carrots, rice pi-
laf, applesauce cup, wheat 
dinner roll, marg., 1% milk.

August 31
monDay - BBQ chicken 

breast, scalloped potatoes, 
peas, wheat bread, marg.,  
brownie, 1% milk.

wk35

 Lakewood Health Sys-
tem, Staples, recently wel-
comed Dr. Kasey Sturm to 
its emergency medicine pro-
vider team.

Originally from Wadena, 
Dr. Sturm earned her un-
dergraduate degree from 
Texas Tech University and 
received her medical de-
gree from the University of  
Minnesota Medical School 
in Duluth and Minneapolis. 
She completed her residen-
cy training in emergency 
medicine at Regions Hospi-
tal in St. Paul and is a mem-
ber of  the American College 
of  Emergency Physicians.

As an emergency med-
icine physician, Dr. Sturm 
provides care for patients 
of  all ages, treating a wide 
range of  conditions, from 

minor illnesses and injuries 
to life-threatening emer-
gencies. She is committed 
to delivering thoughtful, ef-
ficient and compassionate 
care while helping patients 
and their families feel sup-

ported during some of  their 
most challenging moments.

“I’m excited to join Lake-
wood and practice the full 
breadth of  emergency med-
icine while serving a com-
munity that feels like home. 
It’s a privilege to provide 
that care in an area where 
my own family has deep 
roots.”

Outside of  work, Dr. 
Stur m enjoys spending 
time with her husband and 
their four children. The 
family embraces an active, 
family-focused lifestyle and 
is excited to return to rural 
Minnesota. They look for-
ward to putting down roots, 
planting a garden and rais-
ing their children in a close-
knit community.

Sturm, newest emergency 
medicine provider at LHS

Dr. Kasey Sturm
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Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.
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Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN
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 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. 
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

9:00 a.m.

parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
       Mass: Sunday..................................10:30 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Mass: Sunday (livestream)......................10 a.m.

Mass: Saturday.................................... 4:00 p.m.

218-631-1593

218-631-1593
Catholic Church

218-631-1593

Sunday School.........................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship....................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH......................6:30 p.m.

office@verndaleflc.org

 Pastor John Pavlica, Lead Pastor
   Sunday Worship  ........................... 9:30 a.m.
   Sunday School .............................11:00 a.m.
   Weds., AWANA .............................. 6:00 p.m.

To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: office@staplesworld.com, call 218-894-1112. 
Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: office@staplesworld.com.

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

“True Faith In Christ”
By Pastor Roy Miles, Staples Assembly of God

Ephesians 4:11–15
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the edifying of the Body of 
Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ; that we should no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the 
truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him 
Who is the head - Christ -”

As a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ, it’s 
my responsibility to lead people to a relationship 
with Jesus. To do the work of the ministry.  Leading 
people to:

1. Love God with all their heart
2. Love their neighbor as themselves
3. Encourage them to listen to the Holy Spirit
4. Be ready to give a testimony of how Jesus 

changed their lives
5. Live a life that lines up with Word of God
6. To have faith that God still does miracles
7. Believe that Jesus is coming again
And much more...
My question is, are “church people” Christian by 

name only, or by true faith in Jesus Christ?
Do you believe:
•That Jesus is the Son of God
•He was born of a virgin
•He lived like we live on this earth (except with 

no sin)
•He died on the cross for our sins
•He rose again (Resurrection)
•He is coming again!
Have you asked Jesus to forgive you of your sin 

and asked Him to be your Savior and Lord?
 John 3:3 
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assur-

edly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he can-
not see the Kingdom of God.’”

Pastor Jonathan Holland

Hello World

Life Currents Policy
To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit 

events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one 
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display 
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item 
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for 
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited 
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci) 
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday, 
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death 
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the 
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on 
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be 
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked 
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age, 
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of 
the funeral home handling the arrangements. 

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/16/2026 Central

No-Match Grants, 
Emerald Ash Borer Relief

Local and Tribal governments, 
schools, and nonprofits.
Funds to help plant trees, 
remove ash, and support tree 
work on low-income properties.

FOR_0001_27

Learn more 
mndnr.gov/2026-protect

Advertising 
(classified and display), 

copy, public notices, 
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

The Staples World office,
224 4th St. NE, is 

open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon. 
•For afternoon availability, 

call 218-894-1112.
Regular advertising and copy 

deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

moved to 207 4th St. NE

Across from the old Staples Theatre marquee
Lisa Teigland, 59, of  

Long Prairie, passed away 
August 3, 2026, at the St. 
Cloud Hospital. 

A Celebration of  Lisa’s 
Life will be held from 2:00 
to 5:00 p.m. on August 23  
at the American Legion in 
Long Prairie.

Lisa was born January 
6, 1967, to Clement and 
Lois (Peterson) Teigland in 
Browerville. She attended 
Clarissa High School, grad-
uating in the class of  1985. 
She went on to attend tech-
nical college and worked as 
a medical transcriptionist 
for over 20 years.

She is survived by one 
daughter, Brooke Simon-
son; one sister, Pam (Larry) 
Cook; two brothers, Mark 
(Lisa) Teigland and Dean 
(Lorraine) Teigland and 

many nieces and nephews.
Lisa was preceded in 

death by her parents and 
two brothers, Michael Tei-
gland and Lynn Teigland.

            w35p A00006B2026AU19

Lisa Teigland

Obituaries

The funeral service cel-
ebrating the life of  Wayne 
LeRoy Greenwaldt was held 
August 17, at the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Bart-
lett Township with Pastor 
Stephen Melcher presiding.

Wayne LeRoy Green-
waldt of  Alexandria went 
to heaven August 11, at the 
Staples Care Center at the 
age of  75. 

Wayne was  bor n in 
Bertha, to Kenneth and 
Erma (Snakenberg) Green-
waldt on November 12, 1950. 
He graduated from Staples 
High School in 1971 and 
attended Staples Technical 
College for one year. 

Wayne enjoyed many dif-
ferent things but first and 
foremost was his love of  
fishing. He always enjoyed 
dropping a line in the 
water, and if  he couldn’t 
fish, he’d talk about fish-
ing. Wayne was musically 
inclined from a very young 
age, and he learned how to 
play guitar by ear from his 
dad. He was also a great 
singer, and over the years 
they enjoyed many little 
jam sessions together. In 
his younger days, Wayne 
enjoyed deer hunting, with 
his biggest thrill being the 
year he shot a 6-point buck 
on the home farm. Wayne 
loved people and he made 
friends easily wherever 
he went. While living in 
Alexandria he enjoyed 
bowling with friends, shar-
ing a meal with friends at 
the Pizza Ranch and scop-
ing out bargains at the 
local flea market. Playing 
pinochle with his mom and 
sisters on the weekends he 
came home to visit was a 
highlight for him, as was 
watching college football 
and basketball on television 
and cheering loudly for his 
favorite teams.  Wayne led a 
very fulfilling life and made 
lasting friendships with 

many individuals over the 
years. These friends, along 
with his family, will dearly 
miss him.

Wayne endured a multi-
tude of  health issues over 
the years, but despite this, 
he never lost sight of  the 
fact that he was a child of  
God and that he would one 
day walk beside his Lord 
and Savior in heaven.

He is survived by his 
mother, Erma Greenwaldt 
of  Staples; siblings Jan 
(Tony) Jares, Sid (Vicki) 
Greenwaldt and Nancy 
(Gary) Weber all of  Aldrich, 
and Bonnie (Joel) Kassen 
of  Goodhue; 12 nieces and 
nephews along with many 
great nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Kenneth Gre-
enwaldt and great nephew, 
Elliot Kenneth Jares.

Honorary pallbearers 
were Jason Jares and Ryan 
Kassen.

Serving as pallbearers 
were Derek Greenwaldt, 
Travis Jares, Chris Weber, 
Jesse Greenwaldt, Nick 
Jares and Justin Kassen.

Ar rang ements  were 
with the Schuller Family 
Funeral Homes & Crema-
tion Services, caring for 
Bertha, Verndale, Wadena 
and surrounding commu-
nities in Minnesota. (www.
SchullerFamilyFH.com).
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Wayne Greenwaldt

On l i n e b i r t h s r e m Ov e d 
at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.
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Staples-Motley fall sports schedules

The Staples-Motley girls tennis team has scheduled 
many matches against some of  the top teams in the state, 
with at least seven teams that were ranked in the top ten in 
Class A last year.

The team added a big road trip on Aug. 28, when the Car-
dinals are scheduled to drive south for three hours to visit 
the defending state champions at the St. James Invite that 
includes big schools Chanhassen and Hutchinson.

Big home meets include section rival Roseau on Sept. 11 
and state-ranked Pine City on Oct. 2. They play their other 
section rivals Crookston and Thief  River Falls at the Brain-
erd match on Oct. 8.

Tennis schedule
Friday, Aug. 21 @ Long Prairie-Grey Eagle, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 25 Highway 10 Tourny - doubles at Sta-

ples-Motley, singles at Wadena, 8 a.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 26 @ Greenway/Grand Rapids, 10 a.m.
Friday, Aug. 28 @ St. James Invite, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 8 Home vs. LP-Grey Eagle/Upsala
Friday, Sept. 11 Home vs. Roseau, Parkers Prairie, 12 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 12 @ St. Cloud Tech, 10:30 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 14 @ Pequot Lakes, 2 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17 Home vs. Wadena-Deer Creek, Park 

Rapids, 3 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 21 @ Melrose, 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 26 @ Litchfield Invite, 9 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 28 Home vs. Osakis, 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2, Home vs. Pine City
Tuesday, Oct. 6 @ Minnewaska
Thursday, Oct. 8 @ Brainerd, 3 p.m.

Tennis
Staples-Motley fall sports teams officially started practice on Aug. 17. Below is a preview of their schedules.

This year’s football regular season is exactly the same 
as last year’s tough schedule, only the home games are now 
away and the away games are now home.

Football schedule
Saturday, Aug. 29 scrimmage @ Melrose
Thursday, Sept. 3 @ East Grand Forks, 6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 11 @ Roseau, 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18, Home vs. Hawley, 7 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 25 @ Perham, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 2 Home vs. Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 9, Home vs. Barnesville, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 14 @ Pillager, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 20 Home vs. Pelican Rapids, 7 p.m.

Football

Ths Staples-Motley volleyball team will have plenty of  
home games for local fans to check out this season. They 
will play eight games in the extremely tough Heart O’ Lakes 
Conference, plus a couple of  big Saturday tournaments.

Volleyball schedule
Tuesday, Sept. 1 Home vs. Verndale, 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 8 Home vs. Osakis, 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 10 @ Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton, 7:15 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 12 @ C-I Barb Neprud Tourny, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 22 Home vs. Park Rapids, 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 24 @ Pelican Rapids, 7:15 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28 Home vs. Pine River-Backus, 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 1 Home vs. Frazee, 7:15 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 5 Home vs. Pine City, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 6 @ Pillager, 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 8 Home vs. Breckenridge, 7:15 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 10 @ Perham KLN Invitational, 9 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 12 Home vs. Aitkin, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 13 @ Barnesville 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 15 @ Wadena-Deer Creek 7:15
Monday, Oct. 19 @ Hawley, 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 22 Home vs. Perham, 7:15 p.m.

Volleyball

The Staples-Motley girls and boys cross country teams 
have their first meet of  the season at home on Aug. 31, will 
run a full schedule and then return home for the Section 6A 
meet on Oct. 29.

Cross country schedule
Monday, Aug. 31, Home, Central MN River Run, 9 a.m. @

The Vintage Golf  Course, Staples
Friday, Sept. 4, @ MSU-Moorhead Dragon Twilight, 4 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17, @ Pine River Backus Invitational, 4 

p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 22, @ Bagley
Tuesday, Sept. 29, @ Bertha-Hewitt, 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 1 @ Fergus Falls John Hermes Invite, 4:30 

p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 6, @ McGregor
Saturday, Oct. 10, @ Alexandria Lions Meet of  Champi-

ons, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 13, @ Perham Harrier Invite, 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 22, @ Hawley, Heart O’ Lakes Conference 

Meet, 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 29, Section 6A Meet at The Vintage Golf  

Course

Cross country

As is typical this time of  
year, farmers are making 
their second cutting of  
hay, acorns are beginning 
to break loose from their 
moorings and drop from oak 
trees, and the first decidu-
ous leaves are tur ning 
yellow and beginning to fall. 
And, many of  us are enter-
t a i n i n g 
thoughts of  
t h e  h u n t -
ing seasons, 
the first of  
which are 
just weeks 
away. 

T h e 
Minnesota 
D e p a r t -
m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l 
Resources 
( D N R ) 
h a s  h u n t -
ing on its 
col lect ive 
mind, too, as evidenced by 
its recent news release that 
solicited input from Minne-
sota hunters on a new duck 
season proposal to be con-
sidered for the 2027 season. 
This proposal is a radical 
departure from traditional 
regulations that have long 
governed our waterfowl 
hunting. 

Under this plan, when 
duck hunters purchase a 
license they would have a 
choice. They could choose 
either the familiar format—
with a larger overall limit; 
currently six—that has 
harvest restrictions on the 
number of  birds by spe-
cies and sex. Or, they could 
choose instead a three-duck 
limit with no restrictions on 
what ducks they could har-
vest. Some call this second 
approach the “splash duck” 
option. In other words, 
whatever duck splashes 
down after you shoot is 

legal. It is currently being 
tried on an experimental 
basis in South Dakota and 
Nebraska.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) sets over-
all harvest frameworks 
for each of  the four North 
American Flyways; ours 
is the Mississippi Flyway. 
States can then add restric-
tions as befits their local 
conditions, and the duck 
species that breed there or 
migrate through that state. 

This season in Minne-
sota a hunter can harvest 
four mallards—only two of  
which can be hens—three 
wood ducks or pintails, 
two canvasbacks, black 
ducks, or redheads, and 
only one or two scaup (blue-
bill), depending on timing 
within the 60-day season. 
Most other species, notably 
teal, do not have by-species 
limits. The reason for these 
differences by species is 
their relative abundance, 
and what USFWS scientists 
consider safe levels of  har-
vest for them. 

The DNR’s reason for 
proposing the alternative 
any-duck option is declin-
ing license sales due to 
declining duck hunter par-
ticipation. The DNR’s stated 
goal is to “recruit, retain, 
and reactivate waterfowl 
hunters, while maintaining 
sustainable populations,” 
as a top DNR official put it 
when quoted recently in the 
weekly Minnesota Outdoor 
News. 

Boosting license sales is 
a worthy goal, because it 
costs money for DNR staff-
ing, and to fund habitat 
acquisition, improvement, 
and management. License 
and state duck stamp sales 
have historically been the 
most important source of  
that funding. While the 

DNR’s “three R’s” include 
retaining existing hunters 
and reactivating hunters 
who have given up duck 
hunting, the real motiva-
tion for the new any-duck 
proposal is recruiting new 
duck hunters. 

Those behind the pro-
posed change believe that 
difficulty in identifying 
ducks may be an obstacle 
that is preventing some 
from taking up the sport. 
By making any duck a 
legal target, this supposed 
obstacle would be removed. 
Others, including many 
for mer wildlife manag-
ers and waterfowl special-
ists—now free to speak 
their minds without endan-
gering their careers—are 
vocally opposing the idea. 
As a group that coalesced 
out of  the Minnesota Duck 
Summit held in March of  
this year, they collectively 
are  asking how—after 
decades of  science-based 
rules that have limited the 
harvest of  our least abun-
dant ducks—DNR’s new 
any-duck proposal can be 
defended. 

In answer to DNR’s stated 
hope that eliminating duck 
identification as a barrier 
may grow the number of  
duck hunters, they contend 
that the primary reason 
for the decline in hunter 
numbers is duck numbers 
that are “at an all-time low.” 
They are of  the opinion that 

“the only way to increase 
duck hunter numbers is 
to increase duck numbers 
in the fall.” They see the 
new proposal as potentially 
doing more harm than good.  

The any-duck proposal 
is not the first rules change 
DNR has made in order to 
make duck hunting more 
appealing. By more appeal-
ing is meant enhancing 

hunters ’  tangible  suc-
cess in numbers of  birds 
bagged. These changes have 
included an earlier opening 
day, eliminating the noon 
start on opening day, elim-
inating the early season 4 
p.m. quitting hour intended 
to protect locally-nesting 
birds, moving the daily 
shooting hour from sunrise 
to a half  hour before sun-
rise—when more birds fly, 
but fewer are easily identi-
fied—liberalizing the har-
vest of  wood ducks and hen 
mallards, and adding a five-
day early September teal 
season. These changes have 
applied to all duck hunters. 
Also added was Youth Water-
fowl Weekend for those age 
17 and under when accom-
panied by a non-shooting 
adult, held between the 
early September teal season 
and the general waterfowl 
hunting opener.

A p a r t  f r o m  w i d e l y 
diverging opinions on what 
it might take to increase 
duck hunter numbers, and 
on whether the DNR’s new 
any-duck proposal is—or 
is not—a risky departure 
from science-based duck 
management, there are also 
the matters of  sportsman-
ship and skill. We expect 
deer hunters to be able to 
distinguish between bucks 
and does if  they do not have 
an antlerless permit. We 
expect hunters to be able to 
tell the difference between a 
rooster and a hen pheasant, 
and shoot only the rooster. 
We expect hunters to respect 
the game they pursue, and 
have the restraint to harvest 
ethically and as humanely 
as possible. Some fear the 
DNR’s new proposal will 
lower the bar, and poten-
tially blur the line between” 
hunter” and “shooter.”

New DNR duck plan is 
controversial, to say the least

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

Staples-Motley cross country teams held their first 
official practice on Aug. 17 at Pine Grove Park in Staples.

Cross country season

Staples-Motley tennis players showed up for the 
first official practice on Aug. 17.

Tennis practice starts
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Place your Classified Ad 
for only $800/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat in the weekend

taples orldS W

S
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y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DeaDline:  5 p.m. Monday

 $985
/wk.

Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

and Saturday in the  

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Mailing address for checks:
Staples World
P.O. Box 100
Staples, MN  56479

Now
takiNg

applicatioNs

EEO/AA Motley, Minn.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES  

FOR SALE IN STAPLES
• TWO STALL GARAGES
• LANDSCAPED YARDS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY
www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

2 NEW
HOMES NOW
AVAILABLE

607
Houses for Sale

                                     Week of August 2, 2026             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

        
MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

HELP WANTED

COOKS HELPER POSITIONS 
Annandale Public Schools. 3 open for 
the 2026-27 school year. Assists with all 
functions in the kitchen including; pre-
paring food, serving meals, dishwashing
and cleaning food service areas. Hours 
are Monday-Friday. 4 hours per day 
at the High School. 5.5 hours per day 
at the Elementary School. 6.5 hours 
per day at the Elementary School. 171 
Days/Year Salary Range $12.45-$18.80 
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp/

WEST CENTRAL ROOFING 
in Willmar is hiring roofi ng laborers 
for commercial fl at roofs. $22-$26/hr. 
+ benefi ts. Apply today: 320/235-8748 
www.westcentralroofi ng.net/roofi ng-careers

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

REPAIRING OR 
REPLACING APPLIANCES 

and home systems like heating and 
cooling can be costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help. Start saving and get 
30% off  any plan today. Workmanship 
Guarantee included. Terms apply. Call 
Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

NO MORE 
CLEANING OUT GUTTERS 

Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 888/755-5761 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off  your 
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors 
get an additional 10% off . Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and off er details.

SAFE STEP
 

North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844SAVE MONEY!

Call your local newspaper 
or MNA 612/332-8844

to fi nd out how you can save 
money by placing your 

advertisement here!

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.
   

  YARD SALE: Fri., Aug. 
21, Sat. Aug. 22, 7 a.m.-5 
p.m. 46485 Cty 11, Aldrich. 
Watch for signs. Antique 
furniture, glassware, home 
décor, bee hive equip., plus  
more.                          34x-35p

  GARAGE SALE: 606 
Wisconsin Ave. SE, Staples 
(corner of  Hwy. 210 and 
Wisc. Ave.) Thurs., Aug. 
20, Fri., Aug. 21, 9 a.m.-
6 p.m. Something for ev-
eryone; many interesting 
items.                         34x-35p

   GARAGE SALE: 987 
Pleasant Ave. NE, Staples. 
Weds., Aug. 19, Thurs., 
Aug. 20, Fri., Aug. 21, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. each day. 35p

   LARGE, FIRST TIME 
GARAGE SALE: A LOT 
OF GOOD STUFF! 79 Colo-
rado Ave., SE, Staples (cor-
ner of  Pine Grove Rd and 
Colorado Ave. SE). Watch 
for signs. Weds., Aug., 
19, Thurs., Aug. 20, Fri., 
Aug. 21, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (all 
3 days). Housewares, quli-
ty, like new ladies’ clothing, 
men/women’s items, fur-
niture, outdoor tools, other 
misc. CASH ONLY!      35p

  VERY LARGE GA-
RAGE/YARD SALE: 
Thurs., Aug. 20 - Sat., 
Aug. 29, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
each day. 5-1/2 mi. west of  
CLC North Campus, Sta-
ples (corner of  Cty Rd 2 
and Cty Rd. 26). 1,000’s of  
items! New Toro leaf  vac/ 
chipper, 2 studio leather 
sofas, scuba diving equip., 
5 down riggers, many fish-
ing items, appliances, re-
frigerators/freezers, tools 
and more. 35p

   BIG GARAGE SALE: 
47874 Cty. Rd. 21, Staples. 
Thurs., Aug. 20, Fri., 
Aug. 21, Sat., Aug. 22, 
Sun., Aug. 23, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. each day. 35p

GaraGe SaleS
701

cl34-?-

VETERANS PARK

STORE
STAPLES, Downtown Longbella’s store

Thurs., Fri., Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Antiques, collectibles, jewelry, artwork, fishing, hunting, tools, furniture,

 books, housewares, kitchenware, linens, clothing, footwear, books, appliances, 
DVDs, VHS, vinyl records, more!.                 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Donations, call Penny, 218-820-1919 

GaraGe 
SaleS

701 RUMMAGE SALE 
IN THE BARN 

Weds., Aug. 19, 3-7 p.m., 
Thurs., Aug. 20,  

8 a.m.- 7 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 21, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
50385 County 83, Staples
A lot of furniture, clothing: 
all sizes; baby everything, 
housewares, tools, décor, 

much, much more!
All proceeds to be 
donated to SHC 

Maintenance & Youth.

cl34-35p
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

classif. weekly folder on public: 20269 SD changed wk#35   6 X 9-1/2”

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

Asphalt Paving • Excavating •Driveways
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel •Rock 

Black Dirt • Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling
Landscaping • Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 

DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/inter net. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tf
c

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

ServiceS & 
employment

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, SINCE 1978: 
General, lot clearing, storm 
damage clean-up, stump 
grinding, brushing, 55 ft. 
bucket truck. 218-894-2871, 
Staples. 20tfc

real eState
602

Apartments 
for Rent

FOR RENT
Japke’s North 8th Street

Mini Storage
218-884-9356

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

cl27tfc

noticeS
100

Events/
Announcements

AUCTION of  2 Storage 
Units at EEEz Storage in 
Staples MN Via Online Auc-
tion at Storagetreasures.
com, on behalf  of  Adam 
Mick and Janel Toppari. 
Auction starts 9/1/26 8:30 
a.m. Belongings include 
household, bedroom, and 
garage items.      35-36p
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/16/2026 Central

No-Match Grants, 
Emerald Ash Borer Relief

Local and Tribal governments, 
schools, and nonprofits.
Funds to help plant trees, 
remove ash, and support tree 
work on low-income properties.

FOR_0001_27

Learn more 
mndnr.gov/2026-protect

TODD COUNTY
PLANNING 

COMMISSION
215 First Ave. South

Suite 103
Long Prairie, 

Minnesota 56347
320-732-4420

toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that the Todd County Plan-
ning Commission will hold 
a public hearing on Thurs-
day, Sept. 3, 2026 at 6:00 
p.m. in the Commission-
ers meeting room, Historic 
Courthouse, 215 First Ave. 
South, Long Prairie, MN 
to consider the following 
applications.

NOTE: This meeting is 
again being held in-person 
and the public is encour-
aged to attend, and those 
who do attend in person can 
find parking atop the hill 
on the west side of  the His-
toric Courthouse and enter 
through the north doors, 
near the American Flag and 
monument.

Q u e s t i o n s ?  P h o n e 
320-732-4420 or Email 
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

Agenda
•Call to Order
•Pledge of  Allegiance
•Introduction of  Plan-

ning Committee Members 
and process review

•Approval of  agenda
•Approval of  August 6, 

2026 Planning Commission 
meeting minutes

•The applicant is intro-
duced

•Staff  report
•Applicant confirms if  

staff  report accuretly rep-
resents the request

•Correspondence
•Site Visit Review
•Public Comment
•Board review with appli-

cant, staff  and public
1. Gaylen Sandgren: 

Section 32, Long Prairie 
Township, Lashier Lake

Site Address: 23570 
210th St., Long Prairie, MN 
56347

PID: 18-0040001
1. Request to Rezone 

from Natural Environment 
Shoreland to Commercial 
Zoning District.

2. Kaylee Pratt: Section 
19, Staples Township

Site Address: 47709 
225th Ave., Staples, MN 
56479

PID: 22-0018700
1. Request for CUP to 

expand an existing Green-
house business by adding 
a second Greenhouse (30’x 
40’) in AF-1 Zoning District.

3. Douglas Raber: Sec-
tion 20, Ward Township

Site Address: 35071 
245th Ave., Browerville, MN 
56438

PID: 26-0019301
1. Request for CUP for the 

Manufacture of  Poly lawn 
furniture in AF-2 Zoning 
District.

4. Wayne Swart: Sec-
tion 01, Ward Township, 
Turtle Lake

Site Address: 38706 281st 
Ave., Browerville, MN 56438

PID: 26-0000100
1. Request for CUP for 

Mini Storage in Natural 
Environment Shoreland 
Zoning District.

5. Mose Miller: Section 
33, Eagle Valley Township

Site Address: 33223 
County Road 11, Clarissa, 
MN 56440

PID: 07-0039400
1. Request for CUP for 

Temporary Family Housing 
in AF-2 Zoning District.

6 .  Proposed Amend-
ment to Section 9.04 Pro-
hibited Structures, of  the 
Todd County Planning and 
Zoning Ordinance.

7. Proposed Amendment 
to Section 9.22, Riparian 
Protection, of  the Todd 
C o u n t y  P l a n n i n g  a n d 
Zoning Ordinance.

8. Proposed Amendment 
to the Todd County Plan-
ning and Zoning Ordinance 
to create Section 9.24 – Data 
Centers.

Adjournment. 

Next meeting: 
October 1, 2026

All persons interested 
are invited to attend said 
hearing or submit a letter 
to be heard on these mat-
ters. All correspondence 
must  include  name, 
mailing address and be 
received 48 hours before 
the date and time of  the 
hearing.

Todd County Planning 
Commission
Jim Pratt, Chair
                                          35pnc

TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT
215 First Ave. South

Long Prairie, 
Minnesota 56347

320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.

mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that on Thursday, August 
27, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. the 
Todd County Board of  
Adjustment will hold a 
public hearing in the Com-
missioner’s board room, 
215 1st Ave South, Suite 301, 
Long Prairie, Minnesota.

NOTE: This meeting is 
again being held in-person 
and the public is encour-
aged to attend. Those who 
do attend in person can 
find parking atop the hill 
on the west side of  the His-
toric Courthouse and enter 
through the north doors, 
near the American Flag and 
monument.

Questions? Call or email 
320-732-4420 or toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us

Agenda
•Call to Order
•Pledge of  Allegiance
•Introduction of  Board 

of  Adjustment Members 
and process review

•Approval of  agenda
•Approval of  July 23, 

2026 Board of  Adjustment’s 
meeting minutes

•The applicant is intro-
duced

•Staff  report
•Applicant confirms if  

staff  report accurately rep-
resents the request

•Site Visit Review
•Public comment
•Board review with appli-

cant, staff, and public
1. Mike Kloos: Section 

29, Grey Eagle Township, 
Big Birch Lake

Site Address: 10491 Co 
Rd 47, Grey eagle, MN 56336

PID: 11-0060800

1. Request to reduce the 
100’ OHW setback to 46’ for 
the addition of  a two-foot 
cantilever in Recreational 
Development Shoreland 
Zoning District.

2. Tamara Marlene 
Odland: Section 33, Ward 
Township, Horseshoe Lake

Site Address: 33928 
251st Ave., Browerville, MN 
56438

PID: 26-0038700
1. Request to reduce the 

150’ lake setback to 131’ for 
a garage addition in Natu-
ral Environment Shoreland 
Zoning District.

3. Tom Brichacek: Sec-
tion 22, Moran Township

S i t e  A d d re s s :  4 0 9 1 9 
County 21, Browerville, MN 
56438

P I D :  1 9 - 0 0 2 2 3 0 0  & 
19-0021700

1. Request to reduce the 
Road Right-of-Way setback 
from 35’ to 20’ for the place-
ment of  additional office 
space in AF-2 Zoning Dis-
trict.

4. Dennis Waldvogel: 
Section 25, Birchdale Town-
ship, Big Birch Lake

Site Address: 10736 
Angler Trail, Grey Eagle, 
MN 56336

PID: 03-0059200
1. Request to reduce 

the Road Right-of-Way set-
back from 20’ to 10’ for the 
replacement of  the garage.

2. Request to increase 
the allowed height for a 
non-conforming accessory 
structure from 18’ to 25’ 
for the replacement of  the 
garage.

3. Request to increase the 
allowed roof  surface cov-
erage from 15 percent (%) 
of  the total lot size to 19.18 
percent (%) for the garage 
replacement all in Recre-
ational Development Shore-
land Zoning District.

5. Jason Arnzen, St 
Rosa Lumber: Section 
25, Birchdale Township, 
Big Birch Lake Property 
Owners: Nate and Allie 
Schmidt

Site Address: 10714 
Anger Trail, Grey Eagle, 
MN 56336

PID: 03-0058700
1. Request to reduce the 

OHW lake setback from 100’ 
to 70.29’

2. Request to increase the 
roofed impervious surface 
area from 15 percent (%) to 
25.4 percent (%)

3. Request to increase the 
total impervious surface 
coverage from 25 percent 
(%) to 27.9 percent (%) all 
for the dwelling replace-
ment in Recreational Devel-
opment Shoreland Zoning 
District.

Adjournment. 

Next meeting: Sept. 24, 
2026 

All persons interested 
are invited to attend said 
hearing or submit a letter to 
be heard on these matters. 
All correspondence must 
include name, mailing 
address and be received 
48 hours before the date 
and time of  the hearing.

Todd County Board of  
Adjustment
Russell VanDenheuvel, 
Chair
                                         35pnc

Public Notices

Subscribe
Staples World 
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subscription

 rates, one year:

Local: $53
(Todd, Wadena, 
Morrison, Cass 

counties)

Minnesota: 
$58.

Out-of-State: 
$63.
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Rate: $43 
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year, in-state 
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On-Line: $50
Print with 
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224 4th St. NE

Staples, MN  56479
218-894-1112

www.staplesworld.com

Lakewood Health 
System EMS, Staples Po-
lice Dept. and Stapes Fire 
Dept. held a large-scale 
training session at the 
Staples-Motley Elemen-
tary School Aug. 11. The 
training was focused on 
collaboration, communi-
cation and being prepared 
to serve community mem-
bers when it matters most.

“It was impressive to 
watch it all come togeth-
er,” said Lisa Bjerga, Lake-
wood President/ CEO, an 

“observer” at the training 
as teams worked through 
two exercises. (Submitted 
photos)

Emergency 
training

Lakewood volunteers stepped in as victims meeting with other participants in the 
SM Elementary School gym. Following the exercises, observers provided valuable 
feedback and thanks to the dedicated law enforcement officers, firefighters and EMS 
professionals.
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The Walsvik family takes a water break at the old 
fashioned pump at Old Wadena Park during the Old 
Wadena Rendezvous and Chatauqua on Aug. 9. From 
left, Kirsten with Elizabeth, Amelia, Silas and Alex. They 

are the new owners of The Great Indoors in Staples, for-
merly Japke Decorating. (Staples World photo by Mark 
Anderson)

Family water break

News

Recent reports taken by 
the Staples Police Dept. in-
cluded:

Aug. 2, Staples Police as-
sisted with a stalled motor 
home in the turning lane 
at Hwy. 10 and Timberlane 
Rd. Vehicle was not in main 
driving area.

Aug. 3, Staples Police re-
ceived a report of  a vehicle 
driving at a high rate of  
speed, going through stop 
signs in Staples, near 6th St 
NE.

Aug. 4, Staples Police in-
vestigated report of  a male 
party lying in a ditch near 
Airport Rd, lawn mow-
er near them, unsure if  
breathing. Ambulance was 
called.

Aug. 4, Staples Police in-
vestigated report of  neigh-
bor shooting a BB gun at a 
cat. Owner of  the cat said 
the cat has had BB wounds 
all summer long. Witness 
was unsure whether the un-
known female was holding 
a stick or BB gun. Unknown 
if  the cat was actually shot 
or just ran into woods.

Aug. 5, Staples Police 
stopped vehicle for expired 
registration. Driver had 
bloodshot eyes and odor of  
alcohol. Driver was arrest-
ed on 4th degree DWI, re-
leased to a sober party.

Aug. 5, Staples Police in-
vestigated report that a per-
son was maced. Party was 

holding a bag of  vomit.
Aug. 6, Staples Police in-

vestigated debit card fraud. 
Party reported $6,000 and 
$2,200 withdrawn from ac-
count. The card was used to 
purchase phones that were 
sent to Milwaukee.

Aug. 6, Staples Police 
spoke to person about an 
assault by a co-worker. Per-
son did not want to pursue 
charges and will seek out 
getting a restraining order.

Aug. 7, Staples Police in-
vestigated report of  a per-
son yelling and hitting two 
children in a vehicle at a 
drive-through line. 

Aug. 7, Staples Police as-
sisted with a report of  cows 
on the road near Prairie 
Ave. NW.

Aug. 7, Staples Police in-
vestigated a missing child 
at the Dower Lake pier. 
Child was found and re-
turned to parents.

Aug. 8, Staples Police re-
ceived a report of  a person 
swearing and saying people 
were after him. Party stated 
he was going to shoot him-
self. Police found intoxicat-
ed party who was helped by 
LHS Ambulance. Party’s 
mother said he does not 
have access to weapons.

Aug. 8, Staples Police 
assisted driver who tried 
driving through construc-
tion area and is stuck. Tow 
truck called.

Staples Police 
report

Ronnie Noska of Staples turned 
18 on Aug. 6, which meant she was el-
igible to vote five days later on Aug. 11. 
Noska, who lives in Wadena County, 
voted at the Staples Community Cen-
ter. She and her dad, Nathan Noska, 
arrived around 6 p.m. and were voters 
No. 87 and No. 88, respectively.  At 
top, Ronnie signs in for the first time. 
Assisting her were election judges, 
from left, Jennifer Dabbs, Tammy Mill-
er, Lori Bates.  In lower photo, election 
judge Lisa Kajer checks to make sure 
she has their correct addresses. 

At left, Ronnie holds up her first “I 
voted” sticker. She said she’d done her 
research on the candidates before vot-
ing, going on to say that it “feels good 
to contribute” toward things she feels 
strongly about in her country. (Staples 
World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Voting for the first time

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

Three large properties 
will be fully on the tax rolls 
in 2027, as the Staples City 
Council decertified three 
tax increment financing 
(TIF) districts at their Aug. 
11, 2026 meeting.

City Administrator Jer-
el Nelsen said the districts 
are being decertified be-
cause they have met their 
time limit or have reached 
the maximum amount of  
funding provided under the 
conditions of  the TIF.

The first is the Prairie 
View Apartments, on Air-
view Dr and Airport Rd in 
Staples. This district was 
established in 2004 and was 
scheduled to end in 2031.

The second is Staples 
Townhomes, where the city 
established a TIF district 

in 2016. It was scheduled to 
run until 2043. 

The third TIF district is 
the Timberlake Hotel prop-
erty, established in 2016. 
This is a 10-year district 
that had been scheduled to 
end after 2026.

A TIF district allows a 
developer to pay some of  
their property tax to devel-
opment costs. The city and 
other government partners 
in the TIF district receive 
the same amount of  tax 
revenue as the unimproved 
parcel, while the tax reve-
nue from the improvement 
goes into development of  
the property.

Nelsen said the city will 
contact the county asses-
sors and auditors to let 
them know the districts 
will be ending and the full 
assessed property tax will 
go to the city, county and 
school district. The council 

approved the three decerti-
fications unanimously.

In other news, the coun-
cil

• Learned that the Pub-
lic Works Commission is 
building a program that 
will help homeowners re-
move diseased trees. The 
city would remove the trees 
and homeowners would pay 
a five year assessment to 
cover the costs.

• Approved Staples Fire 
Dept. and Staples Police 
Dept. applying to Source-
well Impact Funding. The 
fire dept. is applying for 
a new skid unit for grass 
trucks and the police dept. 
is applying to purchase a 
new squad car. The grants 
are up to $50,000.

Approved Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church to conduct 
bingo and a raffle on Oct. 18.

City of Staples decertifies 
three TIF districts

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

The construction proj-
ect on 4th St NE in Staples 
is on schedule to have the 
portions near the schools 
paved before the first day of  
school on Sept. 8, but there 

will still be construction go-
ing on in between those two 
stretches of  the street. That 
schedule was in the origi-
nal plan stated before the 
project started.

The road paving will be-
gin Aug. 24,

Staples City Administra-
tor Jerel Nelsen said they 

won’t have the road paved 
before the downtown cele-
bration for Railroad Days 
on Aug. 22. He said the pa-
rade on that day will cross 
one small section that is not 
paved, but they said it will 
be graded so parade units 
can cross easily.

Fourth Street construction on 
schedule, paving to start Aug. 24

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Anchor North, the famous lakeside 
restaurant on Lake Alexander near Cush-
ing, is branching out to Staples. 

The restaurant has signed on as the new 
food services provider at Central Lakes 
College in Staples.

Erich Heppner, Dean of  Staples Campus, 
said the arrangement is beneficial to the 

restaurant and to the college. He said the 
restaurant slows down in the winter, so 
with this arrangement they are able to re-
tain summer employees and have a longer 
season. In return, the Staples campus gets 
great food at their cafeteria.

“It’s like having a new restaurant in 
town,” said Heppner, “the food court is 
open to anyone.”

The CLC cafeteria is open for breakfast 
and lunch on the Staples Campus.

Anchor North coming to CLC

From Todd County Health 
and Human Services

The Minnesota Child 
Support Division strives to 
allow children to depend on 
their parents for the sup-
port they need. In carrying 
out its vision, workers pro-
mote children’s well-being 
and family self-sufficiency 
by delivering quality child 
support services. 

Todd County provides 
state and federally mandat-

ed child support services, 
which includes: enforce-
ment of  orders – collection 
and distributing payments, 
locating absent parents, es-
tablishment of  paternity, 
establishment of  court or-
ders for child support, and 
review and modification of  
orders. 

How to apply for child 
support services: 

o Contact the Todd Coun-
ty child support office at 320-
732-4511 to request an appli-

cation. 
o Visit the MN Depart-

ment of  Human Services 
website for additional op-
tions to print an application 
or apply online.

For more information, 
contact the Todd County of-
fice at 320-732-4511, the State 
Office of  Child Support at 
800-657-3954, or visit the 
Child Support Enforcement 
Division of  the Minnesota 
Department of  Human Ser-
vices website. 

Child support in Todd County
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S i n g e r / s o n g w r i t e r 
Andrew Capistrant will be 
performing Saturday, Aug. 
22, from 7 - 9 p.m. at The 
Landmark Inn in Staples. 
The concert is free and 
open to all ages.

Expect to hear a number 
of  Capistrant’s original 
tunes, which the Staples 
native describes as ‘hand 
crafted, heartfelt ballads.’

“I write about life...reflec-
tions on my life,” Capist-
rant said recently, noting 
that the upcoming con-
cert will feature his music 
from the past 10 years or so. 
One of  his newest-penned 
songs, “Part of  My Plan,” 
has never been performed 
outside his house and he’s 
looking forward to sharing 
it with the audience at The 
Landmark Inn.  “I’ve been 
working on it for two years,” 
Capistrant said of  the tune.

Locals may recognize 
Capistrant from his work 
with the Chris J. O’Brien 
band, of  which he’s a part 
of, adding vocals and bass 
guitar. They play a variety 
of  music, he said, includ-
ing alternative rock and 
reggae, along with some 
originals. Capistrant per-
forms those styles on his 
own as well, but his concert 
at The Landmark will fea-
ture songs mainly classi-
fied as Americana, he said.

He enjoys a wide variety 
of  music, Capistrant said, 
going on to say that he’s 
been passionate about it 
since he was a kid.

“I got my first guitar 
the summer before sixth 
grade,” he said, adding that 
he “made a lot of  noise” in 
the early days. “I’d say I 
learned to play when I was 
15,” he laughed.

Capistrant credits his 
dad, Mark, with teaching 
him the basics of  guitar 
and for instilling rhythm. 

“Dad’s family did a lot of  
gospel and blue g rass,” 
Capistrant said, adding 
that he was influenced by 
these styles, but “leans into 
Americana.”

A 2008 graduate of  Sta-
ples-Motley High School, 
Capistrant went on to 
college where he studied 
automotive technology. 
He’s done quite a bit of  
mechanic work since that 
time, but music has always 
been somewhere in the 

background.
“I met my wife, Annie, 

through music,” Capist-
rant said, going on to share 
that he was playing at a 
benefit concert along with 
some other area musicians, 
one of  which happened 
to be Annie’s dad. Some-
time during that concert 
Andrew and Annie were 
introduced and the rest is 
history.

“We’ve been together 
since 2011,” Capistrant 
said. They learned early 
on that they share a love 
of  the arts (Annie draws 
and paints), as well as good 
coffee, which lead them 
both to serve as baristas 
at the Stomping Grounds 
coffee shop in Staples for a 
spell.  Along the way they 
welcomed their daughter 
Arlo, now 11. 

Family inspires much 
of  what he writes, the tune-
smith said. He shares that 
he often jokes to his daugh-
ter, whom  he describes 
as extremely creative and 
stubborn, “Well, here’s 
another song about you.”  

His creative time is 

around 10 a.m., Capistrant 
said. “I sit at home, drink 
coffee...my mind is fresh.”

When asked if  he’s writ-
ten a song about coffee, 
Capistrant nods “no,” but 
adds that “a lot of  my songs 
are fueled by coffee.”

Yes, he’s been drinking 
java since before he could 
drive. Capistrant recalled 
being on a fishing trip 
with his dad and a friend, 
the three of  them sitting 
around drinking black 
coffee. “I was probably nine 
or 10,” he laughed.

These days, he still likes 
a strong cup of  French 
roast, but has also devel-
oped a taste for good craft 
beer. Should you come to 
Capistrant’s upcoming 
show, you just might hear a 
funny line or two in a song 
that claims his wife “keeps 
me drinking.”

In addition to inspiring 
some of  his lyrics, Capist-
rant said Annie has been 
a big support to him as 
he’s pursued his musical 
dreams. He also credits her 
with designing the artwork 
on T-shirts that will be for 

sale at his gigs.
Capistrant has plans to 

record an album (vinyl) and 
no doubt Annie’s creativity 
will come into play when it 
comes time to design the 
cover. 

He’s been enjoying lis-
tening to a lot of  albums 
these days,  since they 
replaced their home TV 
with a record player. On his 
“go-to” list is anything by 
the late singer-songwriter 
John Prine. The Turnpike 
Troubadours are his favor-
ite current band, and he’s a 
fan of  Robert Ellis as well.

Capistrant’s kept very 
busy playing music over 
the years. He recalls one 
of  the first bands he was 
in, Aitas, along with his 
best pal Chris O’Brien 
and others from the Sta-
ples area. “Our first live 
performances were at the 
Stomping Grounds...Chris 
and I were both 15.” He’s 
done a lot of  solo gigs, too, 
Capistrant said. He plays 
many favorite cover tunes 
at his shows, but is trying 
to incorporate more of  his 
original work these days. 

When he’s not doing 
music, Capistrant works for 
the Staples-Motley School 
District as a bus driver. “It’s 
the perfect job,” he says, 
noting that the kids are 
fun, he loves driving, is a 
skilled bus mechanic, and 
appreciates having a lot of  
free time to pursue his avo-
cation.

Capistrant notes that he 
now lives on the property 
where he grew up in rural 
Browerville. In fact, their 
house sits on land that was 
his playground when he 
was a boy.

The land, with its rolling 
hills and woods, situated 
near the edge of  a white 
pine forest, spoke to him as 
a kid and still speaks to him 
today.

W h e n  h e ’ s  p l ay i n g 
music at home, Capistrant 
sometimes wonders if  his 
12-year-old self  would like 
his current self. “Would 
he?” this reporter asks 
during our interview at 
the Stomping Grounds. He 
takes a sip of  coffee and 
nods his head, “yes.” 

Capistrant’s upcoming 
concert will be held during 
Railroad Days at The Land-
mark Inn, located at 631 3rd 
Ave., Staples. A cash bar 
will be available.

Capistrant to perform free concert 
at The Landmark Inn in Staples

Singer/songwriter
Staples native Andrew Capistrant is pictured at 

the Stomping Grounds coffee shop in Staples, where 
he recently met for an interview with the Staples World. 
Capistrant will perform a free concert at The Landmark 
Inn in Staples on Saturday, Aug. 22, 7 - 9 p.m. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Singer/guitarist Eric E. performed 
at Veterans Park in Motley Aug. 9, part 
of the Staples Motley Area Arts Council’s 
‘Music in the Park’ summer series. The 
concert included a variety of music from 
across decades, including blues, coun-
try and rock. For part of his set, Eric E. 

invited audience members to call out a 
year and he would play a song that was 
popular at that time. The final Music in the 
Park will be The Red Letter Band at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, Aug. 23 at Northern Pacific 
Park in Staples. (Staples World photos by 
Dawn Timbs)

Music at Veterans Park in Motley

Lakewood Health System 
has been awarded a $10,000 
Community Grant from the 
Parkinson’s Foundation, 
making it one of  only two 
organizations in Minnesota 
selected to receive funding 
during the Foundation’s 
2026 grant cycle.

The PWR!Moves pro-
gram is supported by a 
Community Grant from the 
Parkinson’s Foundation, 
made possible thanks to the 
generosity of  the estate of  
Stanley and Gloria Brams. 
The grant will support 
Lakewood’s PWR!Moves 
class, an evidence-based 
exercise program designed 
specifically for individuals 
living with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. The class focuses on 
maintaining mobility, bal-
ance, strength and everyday 
function through targeted 
movements that can be 
adapted to meet partici-
pants’ individual needs.

“We are honored to be rec-
ognized by the Parkinson’s 
Foundation and selected to 
receive this funding,” said 
Michelle Anderson, phys-
ical therapy assistant and 
PWR!Moves instructor. 

“This grant allows us to con-
tinue offering the class at 
no cost to participants for 
another year, helping more 
individuals access special-
ized exercise and support 

close to home.”
The Parkinson’s Foun-

dation recently announced 
more than $1 million in 
community grant funding 
to support local programs 
that improve the health, 
wellness and quality of  life 
of  people living with Par-
kinson’s disease.

T h i s  f u n d i n g  h e l p s 
e n s u re  t h e  c o n t i nu e d 
availability of  Lakewood’s 
PWR!Moves program, but 
ongoing community sup-
port remains essential 
to its long-term success. 
Donations to the Lakewood 
Health System Foundation 
help sustain the program 
beyond the grant period 
and provide resources, 
equipment and opportuni-
ties that enhance the expe-
rience and outcomes for 
participants.

For more information on 
the Lakewood Foundation, 
visit lakewoodhealthsys-
tem.com or call 218-894-8711.

Through the support of  
both the Parkinson’s Foun-
dation and local donors, 
Lakewood Health System 
remains committed to pro-
viding innovative, commu-
nity-based services that 
help people living with 
Parkinson’s disease and 
their families thrive close 
to home.

Parkinson’s 
Foundation awards 
grant to Lakewood 
Health System

Donation to food shelf
The Staples Host Lions recently donated $2,500 

to the Staples Area Food Shelf (SAFS). Pictured, from 
left, Frank Leidenfrost, SAFS volunteer; Staples Host 
Lions President Bob Schafer. (Staples World photo by 
Dawn Timbs)



as one advertising ‘space 
for rent.’ “I’m not in a huge 
hurry,” Borntreger said, 
going on to say that he’ll be 

“picky in what I bring in.”           
In a later conversation 

with the Staples World, 
Bor ntreger shared that 
he was looking forward to 
expanding his business in 
Motley. “I see this building 
as having endless opportu-

nities,” he said. 
He’s been in the con-

struction business since he 
was 21, but it’s a trade he  
comes by naturally.

Borntreger, who turns 30 
in September, shared that 
he was raised in an Amish 
community. His father had 
a sawmill during much of  
Borntreger’s childhood and 
later a lumber yard, which 

is where he learned many 
skills. When Borntreger 
was 16, he worked in a metal 
shop.

Their family (mom, dad 
and 16 children) moved 
around a lot, Borntreger 
said, mentioning being a 
part of  communities in 
Wisconsin, Illinois and Mis-
souri. 

He eventually left the 

Amish community, Borntre-
ger said, sharing that he did 
not agree with all of  their 
rules. Of  the nine boys in 
his family, seven have left. 
The youngest of  his broth-
ers was just 14 years old 
when he left. He is now 16.

Borntreger went on to 
share that he was working 
for ‘Borntreger Construc-
tion’ when he was 21. After 
leaving the Amish commu-
nity, he switched the com-
pany name to American 
Eagle. 

The roofing company, 
headquartered in Wiscon-
sin, has continued to grow 
over the years. At one point, 
they had 15 employees, 
Borntreger said. He loved 
the hands-on construction 
part of  the roofing company, 
but since becoming owner, 
has not been a part of  that 
for the past four or five 
years.

Borntreger shared that 
he is married to Emma 
and they have two children. 
Regarding American Eagle, 
Borntreger said that he will 
remain at their Wisconsin 
location, working alongside 

his brother, Edwin Borntre-
ger. The managers at the 
Motley location are hus-
band and wife Emanuel and 
Anna Shetler.

They plan to have their 
business on the north end 
of  the Motley building, 
Borntreger said. Except 
for putting in a new garage 
door, Borntreger said they 
are almost ready to go. He 
noted that several water 
pipes had to be fixed before 
they could move in, but that 
Emanuel Shetler been dil-
igently working on those, 
and they were nearly fixed.

They only need around 
8,000 - 9,000 sq. ft. of  space, 
so definitely will be renting 
out much of  the other space, 
Borntreger noted again. 
But, even if  they don’t rent 
out anything, they feel the 
business will be profitable.

Bor ntreger said that 
they paid about $132,000 for 
the Motley building, which 
he felt was a good deal. He 
noted that the previous 
owner had purchased the 
school for a lot less (around 
$40,000) but he still felt that 
the building was a good 

investment. He already has 
a lot of  ideas for the space, 
he said, adding, “My brain 
is always working.”
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in the community over the 
past decade. Every program 
has a student club that vol-
unteers for various projects 
around the area.

“If  the city needs help, we 
have student groups who 
want to give back and get 
involved in the community,” 
said Heppner.

After touring the city and 
meeting with many of  the 
local partners, Lynch was 
impressed by how much the 
local community is inte-
grated with the college.

“The magnitude that’s 
here, there is a lot of  excite-
ment. There are so many 
partners like Sourcewell as 
a local resource and AgCen-
tric working with area 
farmers along with stu-
dents,” said Lynch. “There 
is breadth and depth, it is a 
different energy. You should 
be proud of  the work that 

gets done here. People love 
working here, that’s a gift, 
it doesn’t happen at every 
college.”

Lynch said the best thing 
the college has done this 
year is to promote Heppner 
to the dean position. “He 
has roots here, that deep-
rooted presence, that brings 
value to the campus,” said 
Lynch. 

Heppner is a graduate of  
two programs at CLC.

“My dad went through 
the farm mechanics pro-
gram and I had brothers and 
other family members go 
here,” said Heppner. “I’ve 
see a lot of  great futures 
turned into careers.”

He gave an example of  
a recent meeting of  the 
Machine Tool Advisory 
Board. Around 30 people 
attended the meeting, most 
of  them graduates of  the 

pro g ram and many of  
them owners of  companies 
around the country. 

The machine tool pro-
gram is one that they are 
trying to promote more 
because of  the need for 
machinists in manufactur-
ing. Heppner said last year 
they talked to a group of  
seniors and most of  them 
didn’t know what a machin-
ist did, how to become one 
or even why to become one.

Heppner said it goes back 
to CLC’s motto, “We Build 
Futures.” Trained machin-
ists, like most of  the trade 
programs, have nearly guar-
anteed jobs after graduation 
with good pay scales.

“With one or two years 
of  training, it really helps 
people grow,” said Heppner. 

“You are able to support a 
familiy, afford a house and 
live a sustainable life.”

Business 
owner

Mose Borntreger of 
Clear Lake, Wisc., intro-
duced himself at the Mot-
ley City Council meeting 
Aug. 10. He recently pur-
chased the former Mot-
ley School building, with 
plans to set up a roofing 
company in the space. 

BORNTREGER continued from page 1a

American Eagle roofing company owner originally came from Amish community

CLC continued from page 1a

CLC administrators continue community involvement


