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School district estimates
$300,000 budget deficit

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

The Staples-Motley
School Board learned that
they may need to make
cuts to balance next year’s
budget. At the May 18
school board meeting, Busi-
ness Manager Ellie Hill told
the board that the general
fund expenses are projected
to exceed the budget by
$304,000.

Hill said they are moving
cautiously and are looking
at deficit spending from
their reserve funds rather
than making large cuts. The
budget does include some
one-time expenditures and
the district could get more
assistance from the state,
depending on how this
year’s legislative session
plays out.

On the expense side, the
projection shows larger
expenses for health insur-
ance plans and gas for the
bus fleet. New curriculum

is scheduled to be pur-

chased next year, but that

will be a one-time expense.
Budget savings will

include having one less

teacher in the school readi-

ness program. Hill said they
may have more savings by

attrition, for example not
replacing a position when
someone retires or changes
jobs.

Even with the $304,000
budget deficit projection,
Hill said some other nearby
districts are facing larger
deficits.

The school’s other bud-
gets are in good shape, Hill
said. The food service had
to deficit spend this year to
purchase some large items,
but they are taking in more
revenue than expenditures
so that fund will not be a
concern.

Hill said the community
education budget is also on
track, because Activities
Director Paige Ahrendt was
able to “tidy up the budget,”
said Hill.

“Paige is a fantastic part-
ner,” said Hill.

For state funding from
the legislative session,
Superintendent Shane
Tappe said the legislature
spread their funding out
over different parts of the
state budget. “Nobody got a
large piece of the pie,” said
Tappe. He said there was a
lot of one-time funding in
the budget, for things such
as supplemental education
and mental health services.
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This Week’s Forecast

High Low Cond.
Junel10 81 57 Showers
Junell 70 55 Showers
Junel12 71 53 P Cloudy
June13 66 50 M.Sunny
June14 69 49 P Cloudy
Junel5 68 49 M. Cloudy
Junel16 67 49 M. Sunny

Last Year, 2025
High Low Cond.

June10 50° 47  Sunny
Junell 72 59  Sunny
Junel2 70 56  Rain
Junel3 54 50 Rain
Junel14 57 48 Cloudy
Junel5 65 50 Showers
Junel6 78 60 P Sunny

Average Temps:
H=77°Low=55°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCQO'’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher
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Notices

Moran Township
9A

Todd BOA 9A
Todd mail ballots,
Swanville 9A

Obituaries

Lloyd Flansburg
Victor Flansburg
William Goff
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Rule changes for referen-
dum votes were approved,
such as ballot language that
the school had advocated
for. Tappe said the state is
also approving permanent
school funds to be included
in some ballot requests.
Another change is more
money coming in for land
and trust funds.

Activities

Ahrendt gave an update
to the board about student
activities and community
education. She said this
school year, 74 percent of
Staples-Motley students
participated in at least one
extra-curricular activity,
with 365 out of 495 students
taking part. “Students find
things that match their per-
sonalities and their inter-
ests,” said Ahrendt.

She singled out the
speech program as an
example of increasing par-
ticipation this year.

“They are doing success-
ful things,” said Ahrendt.

Sports programs with
increasing participation
included volleyball, golf,
wrestling and boys basket-
ball. Some other schools in

See SCHOOL on page 12a
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Splash pad started at Converse Park

Converse Park in Motley will soon be home to a new splash pad. Pictured above
putting in the base work May 31, are employees with Posterick Renovations of Foley.
From left, Derek Stewart, Chad Posterick, owner; and Mark Posterick. (Staples World

photo by Dawn Timbs)

Meat processing plant now open
in Staples Industrial Park

Farmers Union Pro-
cessing + Meats officially
opened for business June 2.

The more than
10,000-square-foot meat
processing facility slaugh-
ters cattle and hogs. The
facility is available for cus-
tom-exempt processing and
is working toward gaining
USDA certification in July.

“We are proud to be part
of the Staples community
and look forward to work-
ing with farmers to pro-
cess their livestock locally
and provide them with a
high-quality product they
can take home and enjoy,”
said Robb Kasal, plant man-
ager.

The plant grew from
a need identified by live-
stock producers in the
five-county region of Cass,
Crow Wing, Morrison,
Todd and Wadena coun-

See MEAT on page 12a

FROCESSING + MEATS

1 Prairia
201 Prairie dvenug Nerthwest Staples; MM « (218] B95-6328

Staffing the new plant

Employees at the new Farmers Union Processing +
Meats include, from left, Joe Fellman, Matt Sams, Amy
Michel, Tay Faber, Valerie Ruegemer and Robb Kasal.
(Submitted photo)

New exercise equipment from Lakewood Foundation

The Lakewood Health System Foundation donated

$100,000 to the Staples Community Center for brand
new exercise equipment that was installed on June 1.
On June 2, representatives from Lakewood and the City
of Staples gathered to celebrate the new equipment in
the second floor of the community center. Pictured from
left, Lakewood Foundation Development Officer David
Jeremiason, Staples Mayor Ron Murray, Community
Center Director Lacey Aguirre, Lakewood Director of
Marketing and Foundation Matt Jensen, Staples City
Administrator Jerel Nelsen, Lakewood CEO Lisa Bjerga
and Staples City Council member Mary Theurer.

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.

Murray talked aobut how this will be vital to the fu-
ture of the community center and will help it continue to
be a place for people to congregate for recreation and
education. “This shows Lakewood’s commitment to our
community,” said Murray.

Jensen said the Lakewood Foundation has been
working on this project for the past year. “We are inter-
ested in the continued vitality for this building,” said Jen-
sen, noting the swimming pool, gym space and gather-
ing spaces as important for community health. (Staples
World photo by Mark Anderson)

www.staplesworld.com



Hearmg from Fal;her Duncan

Students at Sacred Heart Area
School heard a message from Father
JC Duncan during Friday morning Mass
May 22. He reminded the children that
each of them has a calling in life, and en-

Reading scripture

Sixth grader Josh Uselman read scripture at the
Friday morning Mass at Sacred Heart Area School in
Staples, a service where students help serve during the
school year. Uselman was the lone sixth grader at the
school. At left is fifth grader Olive Doll, who also served

that day.

couraged them to keep following Jesus.

School may have ended for the year, but
responsibilities, such as obeying one’s
parents, don'’t. (Staples World photos by

Dawn Timbs)
‘Children’s
Mass’ at
Sacred Heart

Staples World
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Faithful pianist
Mike Blessing of Staples has served
as the accompanist at Sacred Heart
Church in Staples for 52 years, playing
at countless Masses, weddings and fu-
neral services. He’s also led music for
students at Sacred Heart Area School
(SHAS) for decades, preparing them for
the Friday morning Masses, at which they
help serve. Pictured above, Blessing ac-
companies the congregation on the clos-

Singing, “On Eagle’s Wings”

Students at Sacred Heart Area School sang, “On
Eagle’s Wings” while other students processed in during

ing hymn, for the May 22 Mass, “Lord of
the Dance.”

It was the final ‘Children’s Mass’ of
the school year, and possibly the last one
for SHAS in its present form. The pre-
school will continue at Sacred Heart, and
plans for a hybrid homeschool at that lo-
cation are in the works. More information
about that will be included in a future edi-
tion of the Staples World.

their final Children’s Mass of the school year May 22.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Splash pad
prep work

At left, Motley’'s Pub-
lic Works Director Bruce
Brotherton (left) and Main-
tenance Assistant Bryan
Stevens were at work May
13, installing the drainage
pipe for the splash pad be-
ing built at Converse Park
in Motley. (Staples World

Correction

Inaphoto from the Memo-
rial Day Program in last
week’s paper, the late Garry
Carpenter’s great-grandson
David Hanson (at left) was
misidentified. The Staples
World regrets the error.

Ten-year-old Hanson was
pointing to the paver that
had been dedicated in his
great-grandpa’s honor at
the May 25 program. Car-
penter was a United States
Marine Corps veteran who
served during the Vietnam

photo by Dawn Timbs)

War from 1964 - 1968. He
ultimately earned a Bronze
Star and Purple Heart.

Orthopedics

or joint pain, Lakewood Motion is here to help you

move forward. Twin Cities Orthopedics surgeon

Dr. Steven Meletiou specializes in treating hand,

wrist, elbow, and shoulder conditions, including

tendon repair, joint replacement, and fractures.

He joins our growing team of orthopedic experts

expanding access to advanced care close to home.

@ Lakewood

\ HEALTH SYSTEM

at Lakewood

Whether it's a sports injury, fracture, carpal tunnel,

MOTION

MOVEMENT IS MEDICINE

vis

Steven
Meletiou, MD
ORTHOPEDIC
SURGEON

NO REFERRAL NEEDED | LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM | 218-894-8259
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Staples Police report

Recent reports by the Sta-
ples Police Dept. include:

May 10, during a traf-
fic stop, Staples Police
cited driver/passenger for
underage use of cannabis.
A parent picked up the vehi-
cle.

May 10, Staples Police
received a call about a
person who picked up a
nursing home resident, left
another person who’s not a
resident there.

May 10, Staples Police
investigated a report of two
juvenille runaways. Both
juveniles were located.

May 12, Staples Police
investigated a report of fire-
works near 7th St SE. Caller
stated that residents were
scared.

May 12, Staples Police
investigated reports of
three vehicles in the 4th
Street NE construction
zone.

May 13, Staples Police
investigated report of a
coyote near 12th St NE and
3rd Ave. NE. Caller stated
the coyote couldn’t be
scared away.

May 14, Staples Police
investigated a report of
K-9’s finding something at
Staples-Motley High School.
Police issued a citation for
a person possessing a vape.

May 15, Staples Police
investigated a fox running
around on Park Ave. NE.

May 15, Staples Police
received a call from a
person stating they are
being followed and being
threatened. Police located
the vehicle, did'nt see any
vehicles following it. Sub-
ject was going to get a train
ticket and was concerned
about waiting in the depot
after hours.

May 16, Staples Police
investigated report of a
financial scam of a 92-year-
old resident. Police submit-
ted a MAARC report for
financial exploitation.

May 17, traffic stop, drug
sniffing dog had a positive
alert. Both individuals in
the vehicle were placed
under arrest for 1st degree
possession of a firearm.
Vehicle was towed.

May 19, Staples Police
investigated report of 12
year old sending suicidal
messages in a group text.
Police made contact with
parent. Will watch the child
for the night.

May 20, Staples Police
investigated elderly woman
who stated she was sep-
arated from her group.
Subject was confused and
agreed to be transported to
Lakewood Health System.

May 20, Staples Police
investigated a report of a
neighbor who installed a
camera facing neighbor’s
kitchen window. Report
states that the neighbor
also sits and stares at them
when they are in their yard.
Police advised on obtaining
a restraining order.

May 20, Staples Police
investigated report of chil-
dren running down the
street on 7th St NE. Parent
was advised to supervise
the children when they’re
outside.

May 20, Staples Police
conducted a welfare check
on possible suicidal subject.
Subject agreed to be trans-
ported to Lakewood Health
System.

May 20, Staples Police
observed flames in the
area of 4th St NE. Officer
observed that occupants
had set a couch on fire pro-
ducing flames that reached
the top of the house and
trees.

May 21, Staples Police
responded to a report of a
mental health crisis. Caller
stated there are weapons in
the house where children
are living. Police deter-
mined there was no assault;
subject said they had not
been taking prescribed
medications for depression
and anxiety.

May 21, Staples Police
investigated report of a
person in a downtown busi-
ness acting suspiciously.
Police advised to get a
restraining order.

May 21, Staples Police
cited a juvenille for pos-
session of a vape at Sta-
ples-Motley High School.

May 21, Staples Police

investigated criminal
sexual conduct.

May 21, Staples Police
assisted in looking for a
missing person who had
left their parent’s car and
walked into the woods. The
parent located the missing
person.

May 21, Staples Police
received report of loud
vehicles, cited driver on
exaust noise.

May 21, Staples Police
received a call about a
person who was informed a
business was closed and the
party drove to a nearby bar.
Reporting party was con-
cerned that they were too
intoxicated to drive. Police

spoke to driver and pas-

senger who said they were
enjoying the nice night
as “single old men” who
are just hyper to get some

action. No signs of impair-

ment on driver.

May 23, Staples Police
were notified of a student
who had three vapes.

May 22, Staples Police
investigated a road rage.
Reporting party said they
were being tailgated and
had cuto ff the vehicle. The
person got out, was yelling
and swearing. The party
could be heard through
the phone saying the next
person she pisses off could
have a gun. Police located
the subject and explained
that if there’s a traffic
infraction, they are to call
police, do not take matters
into thier own hands. The

subject stated he under-

stood, would not continue
that behavior.

May 22, Staples Police
investigated report of
people trying to break into
an abandoned house.

May 22, Staples Police
investigated report of a
person chasing a car and
kicking at the car. Police
determined the person was
not intoxicated, was just
having fun.

May 22, Staples Police
took report of person
who went into restroom
at Casey’s in Staples, got
locked in when employees
closed the store. Police con-
tacted a key holder who let
the person out.

May 23, Staples Police
responded to request from
Staples Ambulance with a
patient ready for transfer
and is combative. Subject
was loaded into transport
vehicle before police
arrived.

May 24, Staples Police
stopped a vehicle for an
object suspendedg from

mirror and expired regis-

tration. After investigation,
police arrested driver for
DWIL

May 24, Staples Police
investigated report of
trucks with loud exhausts
driving around the block
on Roosevelt St and Dakota
Ave. SW in Staples.

May 25, Staples Police
investigated report of a
vulnerable adult not being
cared for by the caretaker.

May 25, Staples Police
investigated report of sui-
cide threats. Police spoke
with the subject with a his-
tory of suicide attempts.
The subject admitted writ-
ing goodbyes and didn’t
answer question about
having a plan. Police
arranged to meet with par-
ents and the subject.

May 26, Staples Police
assisted homeowner when
a tree fell on the house.
Property owner will be in
contact with insurance
company and tree service.

May 27, Staples Police
assisted with a one vehi-
cle rollover near Motley.
Reports of driver running
southbound on Spruce R
with dark color clothes.
Wadena drone operator
headed to the scene to spot
the driver.

May 27, Staples Police
investigated report of loud
truck with no pipes on 3rd
St NE.

May 30, Staples Police
investigated report of vehi-
cles speeding on 5th Street
NE.

May 30, Staples Police
received information of a
person sleeping in a tent
and possibly providing
alcohol to residents.

Newspaper deadline for copy
and advertising: 12 noon Fridays

DEADLINES
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75 Years Aco- 1951

o June 7, 1951 - It is evi-
dent that the tourist season
is on in the city of Staples
from the number of foreign,
or out-of-state cars which
have been noticed on the
city streets and avenues for
the past week or more.

Car licenses from the
following states have been
noticed: California, Texas,
North Dakota, New York,
Tennessee, Idaho, Washing-
ton, Colorado, Wisconsin
and Michigan. Provinces
of Canada which have been
represented here include
Ontario, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba and Alberta.

o June 7, 1951 - Staples
city street department has
been busy for the past week
or more laying new water
mains and sewage disposal

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -
mains along Fifth street
North to take care of the
many new dwellings which
are being erected along this
street.

Workmen experienced
quite a good deal of diffi-
culty in their digging due to
the fact that surface water
interfered with the digging
progress a great deal.

Plumbers are busy also
digging connecting ditches
to these new homes with the
ultimate result that about
two of the north blocks of
Fifth Street are in a terrible
mess at the present time.

o June 7, 1951 - The “Mas-
ter’s Men” Quartet, repre-
senting the St. Paul Bible
Institute of St. Paul, Minn.,
will present a special pro-
gram at 8 p.m. Friday, June
8 in the Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance Church,
located in Staples.

This program will
include singing and testimo-
nies, with one of the quartet
bringing the message. The
quartet will be traveling
through a number of states
and will be presenting
their program in various
churches.

The personnel of their
group is Dale Church,
bass, from Fairbury, Neb.;
Edward Horst, baritone,
from Denver, Colo.; Fred
Yearsley, tenor, from Turtle
Creek, Penn.; and Vernon
Voth, tenor, from St. Paul.
Their pianist is Bob Gibson,
from Onamia.

oJune 7,1951 - Kenneth A.
Havlik, Evansville cream-
ery operator, was notified
last week that he was the
winner of the district cham-
pionship buttermaker title.
Butter entered by Mr. Havlik
scored 99 percent.

The state is divided into
25 districts with one cham-
pionship picked for each
district. Mr. Havlik’s cham-
pionship advances him one
step closer toward the possi-
ble goal of being recognized
as Minnesota’s champion
buttermaker for 1951.

Mr. Havlik was an
employee of the Staples
creamery for several years,
and is a brother of Mrs. Ray
Mudek of rural Staples.

50 Years Aco- 1976

o May 27, 1976 - One hun-
dred and forty-four seniors
will receive diplomas at the
72nd annual Commence-
ment Exercises of Staples
High school, which will be
held at 8 p.m. Tuesday, June
1, in the Staples Auditorium.

Dr. William F. Hueg Jr.,
professor of agronomy,
Deputy Vice-President for
Agriculture, Forestry and
Home Economics, and Dean
of the Institute of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Home
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Looking back

Economics at the University
of Minnesota, will be the
commencement speaker.

Led by the class valedic-
torian, Craig Williams, and
the class salutatorian, Ann
Drake, the 1976 graduating
class at Staples High school
will march into the audito-
rium Tuesday evening to
the music of “Fanfare and
Processional” played by the
Concert Band under the
direction of Larry Correll.

The Rev. Lewis Blanchard
will give the invocation,
followed by the Combined
Senior Choirs, directed
by Stan Carlson, singing
“Time in a Bottle.”

Dr. Duane R. Lund, super-
intendent of Schools, will
extend greetings on behalf
of the school and then will
present the commencement
speaker.

Following the playing
of “Battle Hymn” by the
Symphonic Band, William
Uhrich, high school princi-
pal, will make the presen-
tation of the 144 members
of the Class of 1976 to Dr.
Robert J. Mayhew, chair-
man of the Staples Board of
Education for the awarding
of diplomas.

The class of 1976 choir
members will sing “Stair-
way to Heaven” and then
the program will be brought
to a close with the reces-
sional and the benediction
by Rev. Blanchard.

o May 27, 1976 - Construc-
tion is underway at Miller
True Value of a repair shop
and storage area. Derald
Miller, owner, told The
World that the new building
will house facilities pres-
ently in the existing build-
ing. The space occupied
now for repair and storage
will be remodeled into addi-
tional store sales space. The
new building is 30 by 52
feet, and is being put up by
Odden Construction of Sta-
ples.

o May 27, 1976 - A class
of six young people will be
confirmed at the 10:30 a.m.
service Sunday, May 30, at
St. John Lutheran Church,
Motley.

Confirmands are Grace
Allen, Terri Allen, Debra
Sampson, Sherry DeGeest,
Sheri Sampson and Gail
Score.

The Rev. Clarence
Bremer will officiate at the
Rite of Confirmation.

25 Years Aco - 2001

o June 7, 2001 - The world
was at war.

They knew they would
be drafted, as soon as they
turned 18 years old, even if
they hadn’t finished high
school.

Joe Steindel was turning
18 on June 23, 1943. Instead
of preparing for his senior
year at Staples High School,
he enlisted on June 3, 1943,
in th U.S. Navy and was
assigned to the submarine
service.

Roland Mohler turned 18
on Oct. 27, 1943. He started
his senior year at Staples
High School, but enlisted
early in December in the U.S.
Air Force. He was inducted
in Jan. 1944 and became a
bombardier gunner.

Their story was a
common one for the time.

Ida Kirk of Staples was
a member of that class of
1944. Of what was originally
a classs of about 85, 30 men
left to enter the military and
did not graduate with the
others.

On May 30, Joe Steindel
and Roland Mohler stepped
on the stage at the Staples
Motley High School Audi-
torium and receive their
belated diplomas. Members
of their class of 1944 were
in the audience cheering for
them.

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
1992. Do you know who these people are and perhaps
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mytery solved

Last week’s mystery photo published in the June
9, 1988 edition of the Staples World featured Motley
High School seniors Mark Posner and Annie Jenkins,
chuckling over past school photos and other items in
a school file on each of the 25 graduates of MHS. The
time of sharing memories was moments before they
joined their classmates in marching into the MHS gym-
nasium o receive their high school diplomas.

“These men earned their
diplomas the hard way,”
said Ken LeVasseur who
reprensted the Staples VFW
Post 1910 at the ceremony.

“Operation Recogni-
tion” was organized by the
B.0.S.S. group at Staples
Motley High School. B.O.S.S.
stands for “Better Our
School System.

Megan Klose and
Michelle Honek headed
this “operation” and located
six veterans to get them the
applications for this rela-
tively new program which
awards high school diplo-
mas to war veterans.

The four who couldn’t

attend the ceremony were
Albert Bacon, Robert Case,
Clifford Clossen and Floyd
Johnson.

10 Years Aco-2016

o June 9, 2016 - Andrew
Israelson was the Sec-
tion 6AA champion for
boys golf, Olivia Klefsaas
place second for the girls
and Hailey Koenig also
advanced to girls state with
a seventh place finish at
Blackberry Golf Course in
Sartell on June 6 and 7. All
three will compete in the
state meet at Sand Creek in
Jordan, June 14-15.

Steve’s Auto Salvage

& G&L Service
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=ik *Tubes eBelts
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moved to 207 4th St. NE
open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon.
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deadline is Friday, noon.
The office closes at noon on Friday.
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A local insect that is as
stunning as its life is brief

Like so many youngsters,
I went through an insect
collecting phase. Equipped
with an inexpensive net, a
glass jar with holes punched
through its lid with a nail
and a hammer, and some
fine gauge mounting pins
from the local hobby shop,
I was in business. Consider-
ing the poisonous nature of
the chemical recommended
for euthanizing your cap-
tures—carbon tetrachlo-
ride—I opted for an alterna-
tive that I hoped might do
the job: common rubbing
alcohol.

It seemed to work. After
being ex- =0 =

d to it .
posec 0 1 Inside the

for some
time in the Outdoors

container
that we in
the hobby [
unapolo- |
getically
called a
“kill jar,”
the June
bugs, bee- |
tles, and
grass- "
hoppers
were im-
mobilized,
and looked dead as could
be. Next step was to impale
the specimens on mounting
pins, and place an identi-
fying label next to them
in a display box. Some are
fancy and designed for the
purpose, or—like mine—as
simple as a corrugated card-
board box.

What I soon discovered,
in an Edgar Allen Poe sort
of way, was that alcohol
might be an intoxicant, but
it was not an effective kill-
er of insects. Not long af-
ter they were mounted, the
dozen or so six-legged crea-
tures had revived, and were
slowly paddling the air with
their six extremities, as if
those efforts might some-
how free them!

What I learned soon af-
ter this creepy first attempt,
was that a chemical as ordi-
nary and available as your
mother’s nail polish remov-
er will do the necessary job
very well!

The memory of that
flawed first attempt at in-
sect collecting came back
to me one early morning
this past weekend, when I
opened the garage door and
found there on the driveway

Mike Rahn
- 1‘, -

a cecropia moth, its wings
spread flat to the concrete,
almost imperceptibly trem-
bling. A cecropia (“se-crow-
P-uh”) moth is one of the
prized specimens of the
insect collecting world. Its
wingspread can equal the
length of an adult’s hand,
as much as seven inches. As
such, it’s the largest native
moth in North America.

The one I measured had
a wingspread of just over
five inches. Still, that is
immense for any moth or
butterfly, both of which are
insects of the order lepidop-
tera, which means “scaly
winged,” for the microscop-
ic scales with which the
surface of their wings and
body is covered. The cecro-
pia’s abdomen is as fat as a
finger, while the bodies of
most butterflies and moths
can be measured in a few
millimeters.

But the cecropia moth’s
great size is overshadowed
by its striking coloration,
which is difficult to do jus-
tice to in words. Tones of
crimson, black, white, and
gray, are arranged in cres-
cent, comma, ellipse, and
bunting shapes on its four
wings. Its red head and tho-
rax are separated by a white
“collar,” its abdomen typi-
cally striped red, black, and
white.

It may seem ironic that
a creature as stunning as
an adult cecropia is among
the moths with the short-
est life spans. Some adult
moths that feed on the nec-
tar of flowers may live for
three to eight weeks. But
the adult cecropia emerges
from its cocoon lacking ei-
ther mouth parts or a func-
tioning digestive system.
As such, it lives on the fat
reserves accumulated in
the caterpillar stage, for a
mere one to two weeks. The
cecropia moth’s role as an
adult is only to find a mate,
after which the female will
lay eggs on leaf or stem of
hardwood trees or shrubs.

Within two weeks these
eggs will hatch, and the tiny
caterpillars begin feeding
on the host’s leaves. As they
grow they will molt five or
six times, eventually reach-
ing four to five inches in
length. In late summer or
fall the cecropia caterpil-
lar will spin a cocoon—it’s
among the group known as

“silk moths”—and therein
will spend the winter. An
adult cecropia will emerge
from that cocoon in spring,
and the process will repeat
itself.

But this scenario will
play out only if a predator
of one kind or another does
not interrupt the cycle. Only
a small minority of cater-
pillars will actually survive
to spin a cocoon. Birds are
perhaps its primary pred-
ator, but the list includes
small mammals—like
squirrels—as well as oth-
er insects, especially when
the caterpillars are in their
smaller stages.

I clicked a photo of the
cecropia on my driveway
and sent it to both of my
children, for them in turn
to share with my grand-
children. It then occurred
to me that I could preserve
this one to show them the
next time they visit. After
all, moths, butterflies, and
many other insects can be
preserved for many years.
I found a small zip-lock
plastic bag, and carefully
scooped the moth—still fee-
bly vibrating—into it. The
cecropia clearly was on
borrowed time. This would
merely hasten the inevi-
table, and there would be
a specimen for my grand-
daughters to marvel at.

I set the little bag on my
garage workbench, and as
I watched, the moth made
one strong push against the
enclosing plastic envelope,
and closed its wings. Some-
times instinct has a way of
nudging logic aside. I took
the plastic envelope back
up to where I had found the
moth, opened it, and slid
the moth out onto the con-
crete, where it immediately
reopened its wings.

As I walked away to be-
gin one of the day’s chores, I
guessed that it would not be
long before a passing bird,
or a scampering chipmunk
or squirrel, would find it
there so conspicuously laid
out on the driveway, and
make a meal of it. In a half
hour, perhaps less, I was
back where I had left it. Not
at all a surprise, the cecro-
pia was gone; as I saw it, to
serve a purpose probably
as important as becoming a
specimen.
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Quote of the week
“Just ’cause you can’t beat ’em, don’t mean
you should join ‘em.”

— Kasey Musgraves

Results from 2026
legislative sessions

By Mike Wiener, State Representative

The 2026 legislative session came to a
close Sunday night and House Republicans
are proud to have secured major wins for
Minnesota taxpayers by delivering mean-
ingful tax relief, protecting constitution-
al rights, and stopping harmful proposals
that would have increased costs on families
across our state.

From day one of session my focus was
on lowering costs, fighting fraud, protect-
ing taxpayers, and defending the rights of
Minnesotans. Despite continued pushes
from House Democrats for more spending,
higher taxes, and additional gun control
measures, we stood firm and delivered re-
sults.

Tax Relief

At a time when inflation and rising costs
continue to strain family budgets, House
Republicans fought hard to make Minneso-
ta more affordable. We were able to pass a
tax bill that includes nearly $400 million in
tax relief for Minnesotans, including:

« $125 million in property tax cuts

- $250 million in car tab fee reductions

» Ended the ballpark tax

These measures will help hardworking
Minnesotans keep more of their own mon-
ey instead of sending more to government.
We also stopped some extreme tax propos-
als we saw from House Democrats includ-
ing

« A proposal to quintuple your al-
ready-unaffordable car tab fees.

« The creation of a fifth income tax
bracket, which would drive away more
high earners by installing the fourth-high-
est income tax in the nation.

- A one percent wealth tax on all assets
exceeding $10 million. Includes businesses,
investments, homes, land, vehicles, art, etc.
In effect, would allow the state to gradual-
ly seize farmland from working families.
Would also lead to mass legal disputes over
the proper valuation of unsold property
and plummeting long-term business in-
vestment.

We also secured important wins for Min-
nesota businesses and job creators by ex-
tending the Pass Through Entity tax pro-
vision, supporting “One Big Beautiful Bill”

tax conformity, and delaying costly PFAS
reporting mandates that would have creat-
ed major compliance costs for employers
across the state.

Second Amendment

House Republicans also stood strong in
defense of the Second Amendment and the
rights of lawful gun owners across Minne-
sota. Throughout the session, Democrats
pushed additional gun control proposals
that would have placed new restrictions
and burdens on responsible citizens. In-
cluding a total ban on “assault-style” ri-
fles and magazines with a capacity over 10
rounds. Which would have turned over one
million law-abiding Minnesotans and law
enforcement officers into felons overnight.

Republicans made it clear that we would
protect the constitutional rights of Min-
nesotans. Because we stood firm, harmful
proposals that targeted lawful gun owners
were blocked from advancing.

Fighting Fraud

Stopping fraud remained one of our top
priorities this session. Republicans suc-
cessfully advanced major reforms aimed
at strengthening accountability and restor-
ing trust in government, including Med-
icaid work requirements and additional
anti-fraud measures building on the Office
of the Inspector General legislation. These
reforms will help prevent waste, improve
oversight, and ensure taxpayer dollars are
protected.

This session proved that we stood firm
on common-sense priorities, we can deliv-
er real results for Minnesotans. By fight-
ing for tax relief, defending constitutional
rights, stopping fraud, and blocking harm-
ful Democrat proposals, we helped move
Minnesota in a stronger and more account-
able direction.

The Next Chapter

On May 18, I gave my retirement speech.
I deeply appreciate my opportunity to serve
in the House and am beyond grateful for
the support I’ve received from the people
of District 5B during this endeavor. It was
a bittersweet end of session as I leave the
House to pursue other opportunities. I am
thankful to my family for being with me
every step of the way.

Minnesota physicians
urge sun protection

Minnesota Medical Association

Now that summer weather has arrived,
Minnesota physicians are urging their fel-
low Minnesotans to take the summer sun
seriously and take precautions to prevent
skin cancer.

“Skin cancer is one of the most common
forms of cancer in the United States,” said
MMA President Lisa Mattson, MD. “Ultra-
violet (UV) radiation is a proven human
carcinogen, and we must all take the steps
necessary to limit our exposure and de-
crease the risk of skin cancer.”

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) report that each year, about
6.1 million adults are treated for basal cell

and squamous cell carcinomas, the two
most common types of skin cancer, at a
cost of about $8.9 billion. According to CDC
data in 2021, 90,365 people were diagnosed
with melanoma and 8,224 died from that
form of cancer.

The CDC recommends taking the follow-
ing steps to prevent skin cancer:

» Stay out of the sun as much as possible
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.

» Wear clothing that covers arms and legs

« Wear a hat with a wide brim to shade
face, head, ears and neck

« Wear sunglasses that wrap around and
block both UVA and UVB rays

« Use sunscreen with SPF 15 or higher

» Avoid indoor tanning machines
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Native grasses stop buckthorn

Universtiy of Minnesota
Extension

Throughout Minnesota’s
forests, the invasive shrub

common buckthorn pos-

es serious threats to forest

health and ecosystem func-

tion. This fast-spreading
invader crowds out native
plants and can quickly take

over woodland spaces, mak-

ing it a top target for land

managers and restoration

crews across the state.
Cutting down buckthorn

often fails to provide a per-
manent solution. When giv-

en sufficient sunlight and
space, it can rapidly recover
and re-establish itself in the
same location within just a
few years.

However, researchers

at the University of Min-

nesota have found a clever
way to tip the odds against
this woody invader. Their

findings were recently pub-
lished in Restoration Ecol-

ogy. . .
Funding for this research

was provided by the Univer-
sity of Minnesota’s Minne-

sota Invasive Terrestrial
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Plants and Pests Center,
supported by the Minnesota
Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund as
recommended by the Legis-
lative-Citizen Commission
on Minnesota Resources.

Past studies show that
scattering seeds of native
grasses and wildflowers
right after buckthorn is re-
moved can help keep buck-
thorn from coming back.
The native plants compete
for sunlight and nutrients
alongside buckthorn seed-
lings, making it harder for
young buckthorn to gain a
foothold. This management
strategy, called revegetation
seeding, has shown promis-
ing results in small experi-
mental plots.

To see whether reveg-
etation could help forests
across the state, University
of Minnesota researchers
teamed up with science vol-
unteers to try the technique
in woodlands throughout
Minnesota.

The study found:

Buckthorn seedlings
were about 45% smaller in
places where volunteers
seeded native grasses and
wildflowers compared to
buckthorn seedlings in
plots that weren’t seeded.

Revegetation seeding
provided a significant in-
crease in native vegetative
cover compared to plots that
weren’t seeded.

Cover by grasses and
sedges, rather than forbs,
contributed most to buck-
thorn suppression within
revegetation seeded plots,
suggesting that grasses
like Canada Wildrye are
well-suited to suppress
buckthorn throughout
much of the state.

Buckthorn removal and
revegetation of native spe-
cies can be successfully
carried out by stakeholders
throughout the state with-
out specialized training to
equipment.

“This study helps us to
better understand the role
that everyday people can
play in on-the-ground forest
restoration regardless of
skill level or formal ecolog-
ical knowledge,” said Mark
Fuka, co-author of the study
and a plant community ecol-
ogist in the in the Univer-

sity of Minnesota College
of Food, Agricultural and
Natural Resource Sciences.

“We’ve shown how native
plants like Canada Wildrye
can help suppress buck-
thorn in our earlier works,
but this study takes a big
leap forward,” said Mike
Schuster, co-author of the
study and a researcher in
the University of Minnesota
College of Food, Agricultur-
al and Natural Resource Sci-
ences. “Not only did we find
that seeding native grass-
es and wildflowers helped
keep buckthorn out of Min-
nesota woodlands, we found
that that was true across a
huge diversity of site con-
ditions and more than 100
different practitioners. This
is a winning strategy that
almost anyone can use.”

According to the study’s
authors, the results suggest
that revegetation seeding
can work at a large scale
to help keep buckthorn in
check. For land managers
hoping to try the approach,
the most effective seed mix-
es appear to be those rich
in native grasses and sedg-
es, which quickly fill in the
space and compete with
young buckthorn seedlings.

As for next steps, the
research team is now look-
ing ahead to what these re-
stored forests might become
over time. Important ques-
tions remain regarding the
many other impacts revege-
tation might have on forests,
ranging from improving
habitat for pollinators to
helping woodlands recover
from fungal pathogens. The
researchers are optimistic
that this approach will pro-
vide many diverse benefits
to the forests of Minnesota
and beyond.

“Although we often fo-
cus on the largest buck-
thorn during removal
efforts, it’s generally the
little buckthorn that trip
up restoration efforts,” said
Schuster. “Without further
intervention, those little
plants grow up fast and eas-
ily replace their felled rela-
tives; this work shows that
we can reliably shut those
little plants out by reseed-
ing native species in many
of Minnesota’s broadleaf
forests.”
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Long Prairie Police

Daniel Almanzar Arias, Long Prai- s

rie. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

Hageo Jimenez Gomez, Long [5§

Prairie. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

Stephanie Ann Kern, Staples.

Wireless communication. Fine $50. |

Fee $85.

Kendri Reyita Reyes Lemos,
Browerville. Expired Registration.
Fine $30. Fee $85.

Jennifer Rae Swenson Hove,
Staples. Wireless Communication.
Fine $50. Fee $85.

MN Dept. Natural Resourc-
es

Douglas John Schoenberg,
Maple Grove. ATV-prohibitions on
Youthful operators/passengers-un-
der 18-helmet required. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

MN State Patrol

Michaela Ann Johnson, Stacy.
Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Eli Michael Anderson, Alexandria.
Speed 82/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Natacha Maria Arias De Leon,
Sauk Centre. No MN Drivers license.
Fine $100. Fee $85.

Paula Kathryn Bergstrand, Al-
exandria. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Chad Kenneth Boser, Fort Ripley.
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85

Savannah Ivy Carter-Dixon, Des
Moines, IA. Speed 89/70. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Keith Gerald Edmond, Nelson.
Window tint. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Deneen Arlene Gregerson,
Browerville. Seat belt required. Fine
$25. Fee $85.

Shiv Bagchi Khare, Madison, NJ.
Speed 79/70. Fine $40 Fee $75.

Ruben Jr. Mendoza, Long Prairie.
Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

David L. Reidelberger, Carlyle,
IL. Speed 70/60. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Rachel Lee Spychalla, Alexan-
dria. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Linda Kay Tanner, Alexandria.
Seat belt required. Fine $25. Fee
$85.

Nicholas Richard Splash John-
son, Staples. Uninsured vehicle-driv-
er violation. Fine $200. Fee $85.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200

Wyatt Gean Mclain, Staples.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85.

Todd County

Lisa Marie Berglund, Alexandria.
Expired registration. Fine $30. Fee
$85.

Calliegh Noel Duffney, Brainerd.
Driving without a valid license for ve-
hicle class or type. Fine $100. Fee
$85.

Marcderson Eliacin, Browerville.
Driving after suspension. Fine $200.
Fee $85.

Justin Lee Mitchell, Onamia. Li-
quor-purchase by person under 21.
Fine $215. Fee $85.

Hailey Ann Posch, Royalton. Li-
quor-consumption by person under
21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Alexis Lynn Taft, Grey Eagle.
Driving without a valid license for ve-
hicle class or type. Fine $100 Fee
$85. Careless driving. Fine $100.

The following cases were
heard before Heidi L. Hovis,
Seventh District Court in Todd
County May 26, 2026.

Stacy Norene Blaske, Long Prai-
rie. DWI-operate motor vehicle-al-
cohol concentration 0.08 within 2
hours. Local confinement (90 days,
stay O yr O mo 89 days for 2 yr credit
for time served: 1 day). Supervised
probation, 2 yr. Fine $200. Fee
$300. DWI-operate motor vehicle
under influence of alcohol. Dis-
missed.

Tyler Erik Giese, Donnelly.
School bus-fail to stop-pass bus.
Community work service, 16 hours
for indeterminate. Supervised proba-
tion. Fine $300.

Kristin Zoe Knutson Mechels,
Long Prairie. DWI. Local confine-
ment (1 day credit for time served: 1
day). Fine $50. Fee $85.

The following cases were
heard before Kris Davick-Hal-
fen, Seventh District Court in
Todd County May 21, 2026.

Monty Austin Thornberg, Eagle
Bend. Dangerous discharge-reck-
less discharge of firearm within a
municipality. Local confinement (O yr
0 mo 4 days, stay O yr 0 mo O days
credit for time served: 4 days). Su-
pervised probation, 5 yr. Fine $300.
Damage to property-1st degree.
Dismissed. Theft-Dismissed. Carry/
possess pistol w/out permit-public
place. Dismissed.
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ads and copy is
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These photos were recently found in Staples. The
school photo is the front of a postcard, with no date. The
below photo appears to be a ladies aid group, church
group, or? One person identified is Frances Goff, kneel-

FOURTH GRADE HIEHSCHYOL

STAPLES MINN. - =sgas

pemgncan -
e s

ing by the table on the far right. Any information on the
photos, call 218-894-1112, mornings. (Submitted pho-
tos)
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NEWN JUDGES NEEDED

The City of Staples seeks Election Judges for the
upcoming Primary (Aug. 11, 2026) and General

Election (Nov. 3, 2026).

elections and protect every eligible voter’s right to

participate.

Pay is $15.00 per hour. Judges receive training and
are entitled to take time off work to serve without a
reduction in pay. Applicants must be eligible to vote
in Minnesota and be able to read, write and speak
English. The time commitment is 2 hours training

and 2 half day shifts at
General Election (Nov. 3).

To apply, contact Tara Greer, City Clerk
218-541-5004 or tgreer@ci.staples.mn.us.

ELECTION

Help ensure fair, accurate

the Primary (Aug. 11) and

=2
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The Field to Forest
Cost Share provides:
+Up to 75%
reimbursement
for tree planting

+$500 per acre

+ 3+ acres of open
land minimum

m‘ DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

Learn more
mndnr.gov/woodland-cost-share

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

DISABLED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Benefits

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

320-257-0231
menaabll  www.GetFields.com

GENERAC
R —

GENERATOR

Installation & Maintenance

651-643-6699

CALL FORA
FREE QUOTE

00

Menu
(o, O

Senior Nutrition
Program, Staples
Call mornings (218-979-4118)

the Thursday before to reserve
next week’s meal(s) and current
suggested donation info. LSS
Meals - traditional older adult
menu (subject to change).

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00
a.m.,with meal reservations.

e Staples Site:

218-979-4118.

* Motley Site:
218-824-3820.
June 15 - June 19

Monpay - Tuna noodle
casserole, green beans, hot
spiced peaches, dinner roll,
vanilla pudding/topping,
marg., 1% milk.

Tuespay - Cheese ravioli,
marinara sauce, country
veggie blend, fruit crumble,
dinner roll, marg., 1% milk.

WEebnespay - Salisbury
steak, mashed potatoes,
brown gravy, green beans,
dinner roll, vanilla wafers,
marg., 1% milk.

THurspay - Tater tot hot-
dish, whole kernel corn,
apple crisp, wheat bread,
marg., 1% milk.

FRIDAY
(CLOSED)

wk25

Holiday

o0
Mark Your
Cctalendaor

June 11

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

FISCHBACH DELIVERS
FOR RURAL MINNESOTA

When Congresswoman Michelle Fischbach came to
Congress, she was told year-round E-15 would never pass
the House, but the tough Midwesterner refused to back
down. Determined to reduce America’s reliance on foreign
oil and prioritize American-made energy, Fischbach built a
coalition of lawmakers and helped lead the House to
approve the year-round sale of this ethanol product after

multiple rounds of negotiations and votes.

Fischbach also helped break eight years of gridlock by
leading efforts to pass a five-year Farm Bill through the
House. It includes legislation she authored to increase
investments in rural hospitals, child care centers, and

senior care facilities.

In addition to the Farm Bill, Fischbach used her position
on the Majority Ways and Means Committee to secure
new tax cuts for farmers and permanently expand the
Death Tax Exemption. From E-15 to the Farm Bill and tax
reform, Fischbach is focused on polices that keep rural
Minnesota strong, competitive, and growing.

a6TM

PAID FOR BY OFFICIAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.



He,,o worta  LLIOYd Flansburg

ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEWOOD
HEALTH SYSTEM.

Lloyd Edward Flansburg,
89, of Motley, died May 20,
2026, at Lakewood Health
System in Staples.

A memorial service will
be held at 11:00 a.m. on July
25, 2026, at Motley Free
Methodist Church, with
Pastor Jim Johnson offici-
ating.

Lloyd was born April
19, 1937, to Dale and Inga
(Hanson) Flansburg in
Nimrod. He attended the
55 South country school
near Oylen, Minnesota and
later attended Sebeka High
School.

In February 1958, Lloyd
enlisted in the United
States Army and traveled
to Fort Carson, Colorado,
for basic training. He later
spent time at Fort Benning,
Georgia and Fort Gordon,
Georgia, where he attended
Military Police training. He
was also stationed at Fort
Jackson, South Carolina
and Fort Sheridan, Illi-
nois, where he worked as a
mechanic.

Lloyd’s military service
was cut short over Labor
Day weekend in 1959, when

he was involved in a head-on
collision between a truck
and car while returning
from leave to Fort Sheridan.
As a result of the accident,
he was discharged from the
Army.

Lloyd married Carol
Draves on May 20, 1961,
in Wadena. He worked for
Sorenson’s Plumbing &
Heating in Staples until the
mid-1960s. He later mar-

ried Jacqueline “Jackie”

LaValle on November 5,
1966, in Sisseton, South
Dakota.

In January 1968, Lloyd
enrolled in the Staples Area
Technical and Vocational
School to become a machin-
ist. After completing his
schooling, he worked for the
Twin City Army Ammuni-
tion Plant in New Brighton

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor

Sunday Worship........ooccoccccreeere. 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School .............ccccceeeeee 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA. oo 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible dlasses
for all ages) ...ococcocevveeeeeeeeecsrnnnes 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service............. 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (Kids start in main
worship service)
Prayer Meeting.............eemerreeeeeenees 5p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. Atter school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship.........occcccoccreee 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
Adult Bible Study........vvvererreeennes 6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546

Pastor Carl Larson

Sunday Worship Service ....
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship

........ 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

Church
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: Sunday........ccocvermeiceneiieennnns 8:30a.m.

218-631-1593

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
TG (A 6 T — 9:30 am.
Sabbath School.......ooccoccceer 10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923

[Sunday School......vvvreerrercrrrrreen 9:15a.m.
Sunday Worship.... 0:30a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH..... .6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples............ 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Service .................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples............... 218-894-2248
Sunday Worship.........oooccccccree.. 10:30 a.m.
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Janet Eckman SMA................... 218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com

Sunday Worship.........ooooecccveerne 8:30 a.m.
Cushing

Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN
320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship.........ooooccccccrrrrre 9:00 a.m.
Communion................... 1st and 2nd Sunday

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www_lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel .......ccoooceveereens 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes.................... 320-749-2583
Sunday School ... .9:30 a.m.
Worship
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study .........oovrerererrrrrrrresnne 7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .........oooosueererenrrrrrrssee 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word.and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School.........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist
33 Wellwood St. E
Motley 56466.................cccrerrennen 218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

facebook live.......ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeccrrre 9am.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA ... 4:00-5:30 p.m.

A (111 TV O— 6:00-8:00 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399

Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship........oeeeeeccccrverrre 9:30 a.m.

Staples Area Church Directory

St. Michael Catholic Church
280 Tst Ave S, Motley................. 218-631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNGAY....vvvrreeevrrreeenrsesnnes 10:30a.m.

United Methodist

847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie

www.motleyumc.net

Sunday Worship Service............ 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA meeting................... 8:00 p.m.
Oylen

Oylen Alliance

Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship...........ooceeseccccrenes 9:00 a.m.
. . Sunday School ..........ooovreccrceenns 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship............oocceeeveeeees 11:00 a.m WEDNESDAY
Pillager Family Night....oooeeeeeeeevevereeesneee 5:30 p.m.
. Immanuel Lutheran Church
Hoksinintius it of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
717 River Street S Pilluger MN 17097 460th S'., PO Box 37, Verndale
218-746-3775 ! ! Pastor Robin Fisl_l
Sunday WOrship...ooooo 9.30 am Sunday Worship.........occccccererrre. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sunduys WEDNESDAY
8:30 a.m. Bible Study .................................... 6:30 p-m.

Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson

N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104.
218-746-3839
...9:30 a.m.

Sunday School .

Worship............ 710:30 am.
Sunday Worship.... ...7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY .....oooooeerreeererresnnnns 7:00 p.m.

First Baptist

903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768

wrious@fhepillager.com 20 Mason Avenue NW
Worship Gathering Verndale ..o 218-631-1593
Connection Point... parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
MASS: Saturday

St. Hubert Catholic Church
BIUBGIOSS ...cvvvvvrrrreeeeeenneenrrsene 218-631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310 Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
Sunday School
Sunday Worship....

WEDNESDAY PRAYER ... Mass: SAtUIday........oecssveereeseerreessnenns 4:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church

(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN Leaf River Township

Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship...........ooccccceeeees 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship .....10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Youth Pastor Joe Ward

d hi 218-632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday Worship........co 9:39 4.m. - parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:452.m.  yac: Sunday livestream).............. 10am.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
office@verndaleflc.org

Pastor Amos Self .................... 218-371-7189

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale

218-445-5108

Pastor Jill Pawlowski

Central Community Church

5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
Sunday Service.....
Bible Study

St. Frederick Catholic Church

The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6

Wadena

St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol,

Tahna Rurup, Connedtions & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor

SUNDAY

Youth Prayer.........ooooveeeeererrs 9:20 a.m.
Worship Service .. ...10:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY

Life Groups ......eeeeeeecccreeeeeeeeeessns 6:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship........oooocccccrerrrree 9:00 a.m.

....... 9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

....................... 6:00 p.m

Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Sunday Worship...........ooooeecccceees 10:00 a.m.

“Elaborately Designed”

-God’s Word For Today

The honeycomb is an elaborate series
of hexagonal cells made from a natural
wax secreted by female worker bees.
These worker bees must digest more
than eight pounds of honey to create
one pound of wax. A conservative esti-
mate states that bees must fly 150,000
miles to process one pound of beeswax.

“They are more desirable than gold,
even the finest gold. They are sweeter
than honey, even honey dripping from
the comb.” (Psalm 19:10).

Submitted by Pastor Roy Miles, Staples Assembly Of God

1

A miraculous amount of time and en-
ergy goes into the making of honey and
the honeycomb. When God’s Word is
compared to honey, honey falls short.
When we stop to grasp the richness
and complexity of God’s Word, it should
leave us wanting more. Studying Scrip-
ture can be much more satisfying when
we take the time to truly study and digest
what it says. When we are saturated in
God’s Word, it not only nourishes our
spirits, but it also fuels our efforts as we
minister to a lost world.

Prayer suggestion:
carve out more time to study Your Word.

God help me to

i

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-
1112.

oGZM

or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Minist

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches

Tower Pizza

Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building

Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN
218-894-1112
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then began work with Food
Machine Company, known
as FMC.

Lloyd and Jackie
returned to Motley in Feb-
ruary 1971 and Lloyd con-
tinued working for FMC. In
1973, Lloyd and his brother,
Richard started their own
business as mechanics.
They worked together and
managed the Southside
Garage in Motley. In 1977,
they built their own shop
south of Motley, where they
continued their automotive
repair and wrecker service.

Also in 1977, Lloyd began
working as a police officer
for the City of Motley and
was given badge number
402-800. He worked with
Police Chief Larry Con-
verse until resigning in
April 1988.

In 1989, Lloyd began
working as the mainte-
nance man at Woodland
Containers in Staples.
During his time there, he
invented a de-duster for the
company, which was later
patented. Lloyd retired
from Woodland Containers
in 1998.

In retirement, Lloyd
enjoyed woodworking and
often used his skills to make
gifts for his grandchildren.
He enjoyed hunting, fishing,
playing cards and sharing
a good story. In his younger
years, he was an avid pool
player and played in many
leagues and tournaments.

Above all, Lloyd loved
his family. He was a devoted
husband, father, grandfa-
ther and great-grandfather
whose children and grand-
children brought him great
joy. Almost every family
photo shows Lloyd holding
one of his grandchildren or
great-grandchildren; when
they came to visit, he was
rarely without one of them
in his arms. His love was
steady, quiet and deeply felt

and his family will always
remember the warmth and
comfort of being close to
him.

Lloyd is survived by his
wife, Jackie Flansburg of
Motley; three sons, Mark
(Sabine) Flansburg of
Balatonujlak, Hungary,
Darin (Lisa) Flansburg of
Motley and Gordon “Dean”
(Holly) Flansburg of Bem-
idji; one daughter-in-law,
Anita Flansburg of Pine
City; 13 grandchildren,
Savanna (Jeremy) Albedyll
of St. Cloud, Christopher
Flansburg of New Hope,
Michael (Sandra) Flans-
burg of Hinckley, Tyler
Flansburg, Alex Flansburg
of Pine City Tom (Jenny)
Flansburg of Willsbach,
Germany, Nick (Nathalie)
Flansburg of Heinsheim,
Germany, Alaura Hagele
of St. Cloud, Anja (Riley)
Nelsen of Brainerd, Eliza-
beth Flansburg of Brainerd,
Kjerstin Flansburg of Bem-
idji, Alyssa (Beck) Hinkley
of Bemidji and Bethany
Flansburg of Bemidji; 11
great-grandchildren, Ste-
phen Spencer of Brainerd,
Kailynne and Zoe Albedyll
of St. Cloud, Fern Flans-
burg, Ruby Flansburg and
Aroura Carlson of Hinckley,
Ben Flansburg of Willsbach,
Germany, Luka and Lia
Flansburg of Heinsheim,
Germany and Bjern and
Trygve Nelsen of Brainerd,;
two brothers, Robert Flans-
burg of Arizona and Rich-
ard Flansburg of Oylen and
many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; one son,
Michael Flansburg; one
brother, Victor Flansburg;
one sister, Vivian Dickman
and one great-grandson,
Leif Nelsen.

Lloyd will be deeply
missed by all who knew and
loved him.

w25p A00006B2026JU10

Victor F]ansburg

Friends and family are
warmly welcome to attend
the memorial service and
burial with honors of
Victor (Vic) Flansburg.

The service will be held
June 27, 2026 with visitation
starting at 9:30 a.m. and
service at 10:30 a.m. The
service will be officiated
by Pastor Jim Johnson at
the Motley Free Methodist
Church.

A luncheon will follow
the service.

Burial immediately after
lunch at Wing River Union
Cemetery, Verndale.

Vic went into the open
arms of his Lord and
Savior on November 3, 2025.
Vic sailed on peacefully in
his sleep at the Veterans
home in Fergus Falls, the
place he called home since
April, 2022. Vic enjoyed the
camaraderie there with his
fellow Veterans, playing
bingo, going on outings and
keeping staff on “his sched-
ule.”

Vic lived an adventurous
life leaving this earth at 97
years old. At age 15-1/2, he
left home, worked his way
across the North Dakota
wheat fields making his way
to Everett, WA. While there
he worked for Boeing Air-
craft, then joined the Mer-
chant Marines and later
the U.S. Navy. Vic served
with honor, participating in
the Pacific Theater during
WWII and the Korean War.
He traveled the world, kept
the boiler room running
and earned the nickname
“Honest Abe” from his ship-
mates. Vic was truly a man
who loved his country and
was willing to lay down his
life for it. Vic’s benevolence
was evident in the many
organizations he belonged
to locally and nationally.

While home on leave
he married Delores Jane
Mohler on May 18, 1948 in
Wadena. It was a small cer-
emony and he returned to

duty after their honeymoon
to complete his service. Vic
and Delores raised their
family mostly in Stillwater,
then San Diego, CA. Later
in retirement Vic returned
home to Motley. While in
Minnesota, he enjoyed
hunting, fishing, tinkering
and building things.

Vic is survived by two
daughters, Linda Winters
and Jill Flansburg; one son,
Gary Flansburg; six grand-
children, Keli (Andrew)
Romine, Kurtis Flansburg,
Cameron (Rachael) Win-
ters, Gavin Mencel, Brock
Mencel and Chase Mencel;
six great-grandchildren,
Hunter, Jayce, Rylan,
Adelyn, Bethany and Cody;
three brothers, Robert (Bob)
Flansburg, Lloyd Flans-
burg (Jackie) and Richard
(Pat) Flansburg, many
nieces, nephews and great-
nieces, and great-nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; one sister,
Vivian (Sis) Dickman and
his wife of 43 years, Delores
Flansburg.

Vic was a Son, Brother,
Husband, Uncle, Dad,
Grandfather and
Great-Grandfather. He is
gone from our sight but
never forgotten in our
hearts.

Additional arrange-
ments provided by Brenny
Family Funeral Chapel of
Baxter.

w25p A00006B2026JU10

William Goff

William Edward Goff, “Bill,” 92, of Staples passed away

May 1, 2026.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 a.m., Friday,
June 19, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Staples. Vis-
itation will be held one hour prior to services at the

church.

Interment will be at Evergreen Hill Cemetery, Staples.

w25X A00006B2026JU10
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Beachy ith in state pole vault

Turner Beachy cleared 13'6” in the
pole vault at the state track and field meet
to place fifth. Dealing with injuries this
season, Beachy was frustrated that he
wasn'’t able to get to the level he was last
year when he cleared 15 feet and won

na-.-—-_,n,mg_

AL

the state title. Above, Beachy clears the
136" bar. Below, he races to the vault pit
as his father Arden Beachy films his ap-
proach. (Staples World photots by Mark
Anderson)

= they
- LM

Big effort at state

Adrian Gomez placed 15th out of
20 competitors in the shot put at the state
track and field meet on June 4. Gomez
tossed his fartherst outdoor throw of the

season but only by an inch and a quarter.

He threw 47°3.5” on his first throw and

was one inch short of that on his second.

His third throw nearly hit the 50 foot line
but he was off balance and stepped over
the line so it did not count. He ends his
career with a personal best of 48'5.75”,
which puts him fourth on the Cardinal
all-time list.

S$-M boys track and field all-time lists

Pole Vault Matt Heier 14’07 ‘98
Turner Beachy 15’0 ‘25 Dennis Bacon 13’67 ‘79
Arden Beachy 149" ‘89 Chris Longbella 13’5 ‘77
Max Giza 14’6” ‘18 Jeff Marden 13’3” ‘82
Beau Pilgrim 146" ‘06 Conner Kuhns 13’'1” ‘26
Ryan Beachy 14’6” ‘91 Brandon Sterriker 12’6” ‘11
Tony Spandl 14’5 ‘77 Bryan Reese 126" ‘05
110M Hurdles Shot Put
Tony Spandl 14.02 ‘79 Jose Alba 53°6” ‘08
Arden Beachy 14.72 ‘89 Allen Haugen 498.5” ‘57
David Howard 14.78 ‘84 LeRoy Peterson 49’8.5” ‘80
Max Giza 14.83 ‘18 Adrian Gomez 48’5.75” ‘26
Adam Barnett 14.89 ‘01 Kelly Nash 47117 ‘88
Steve Grove 15.12 ‘83 Jerel Nelson  47'9.25 ‘83
Loren Goligowski 1520 ‘78 George Hankey 475 “70
Erik Kelly 15.40 ‘96 Mike Thelen 46’3” ‘74
Doug Heldman 1540 ‘76 Ryan Beachy 460" ‘91
Matt Heier 15.44 ‘99 Jake Wagner  45’9.5” ‘05
Noah Larson 15.57 25 Brian Johannes 44’10.5” ‘96

High hurdles at state

Noah Larson finished 17th in the
110 meter high hurdles at the state track
and field meet on June 4. In his prelims
race, Larson was even with most of the
field heading into the third hurdle, but

started to tie up and fell to the back of

the pack for the next few hurdles. He got
his legs back for the last few hurdles but
was out of contention and was unable to
advance to the finals, where he finished
ninth last year.

Ralsmg the bar at state track and fleld

Conner Kuhns placed 18th out of
27 competitors in the pole vault at the
state track and field meet on June 4. He
cleared 12'6”. The large number of com-
petitors was due to many vaulters clearing

the state qualifying standard during sec-
tion meets. Kuhns cleared three heights
before missing three tries at 13 feet, an
inch below his personal best.

Cardinals come close
Lo top section golfers

The Staples-Motley boys
and girls golf teams com-
peted strongly in a very
competitive Section 6AA
tournament, held June 1-2
at Blackberry Ridge in Sar-
tell.

In this two day tourna-
ments, teams have to finish
in the top four to advance to
day two, with the top indi-
viduals also advancing.

In the boys meet, the Car-
dinals were just seven shots
away from fourth place and
18 shots out of first place in
a very tight match among
the top seven teams.

In the girls meet, Sta-
ples-Motley was just four
strokes from the top five
and 13 away from advanc-
ing to day two as a team.

Both teams had two golf-
ers advance as individuals,
Thomas Johnson and Jack-
son White for the boys and
Katelyn Schotzko and Mara
Uselman for the girls.

Boys tournament

Johnson and White were
tied for sixth place after day
one and finished in the top
ten on day two. Johnson
was one shot away from
making a playoff to go to
state and White was three
strokes away from the play-
off.

On the first day, John-
son started three over par
after two holes then birdied
three of the next four holes,
two of them on finish 1 over
at the turn. His second nine
was steady with five pars
and four bogeys. On day two,
Johnson scored two birdies
in his first nine holes and
finished one under par for
that front nine, putting him
in position to be in the top
five. His back nine had four
pars but one double bogey
hurt his chances to advance.

On day one, White had
eight pars in his front nine,

with four bogeys on the
back nine. On day two, he
shot five pars on the front
nine and closed his round
with straight pars.

The other Cardinals
golfed well at times but also
had some trouble holes.

Evan Schultz was dialed
in on the par threes on the
front nine, with birdies on
both. that left him at 39 at
the turn. On the back nine
he had two trouble holes
that bumped his score up a
little but he still finished as
the third team scorer.

Kaleb Harman was very
steady except for two holes
on the front nine and one
on the back. He ended with
46 and 41 for 87 total.

Oskar Doll started out
with a bad hole, then spent
the rest of the front nine
making up for it, finishing
with a 42. The back nine
was similar, although he
didn’t come bask as strong
and had a 48.

Girls tournament

Schotzko and Uselman
both shot 95 to make the cut
and advance to the second
day of play. On the second
day, they both moved up
and were a few strokes away
from getting to state.

With four pars on the
front nine and three more
on the back on day one,
Uselman was in the top 20
but dropped down a few
strokes on her last two
holes of the day.

Schotzko was steady for
most of the round with
three pars in 18 holes.

Sarah Kroll came within
two strokes of advancing.
She had a birdie and two
pars on her back nine but
she struggled on her last
three holes.

Meredith Hoemberg shot
four pars to become the
team’s fourth scorer.

In the second round,
both Schotzko and Uselman
moved up on the leaderbord,
with Schotzko parring nine
of her 18 holes to finish
with an 87, the ninth best
round that day that put her
at 15th overall.

Uselman improved on
the back nine with four
pars, but slipped a little on
the front nine to finish with
a 93, placing 17th overall.

Boys results

Section 6AA tourna-
ment

Team scores after day 1:

St. Cloud Cathedral
308, Albany 314, Rocori 315,
Pequot Lakes 319, Little
Falls 321, Pillager 325, Sta-
ples-Motley 326, Pierz 337,
Foley 341, Milaca 343, Sauk
Centre 345, Melrose 352,
Royalton 353, Osakis 354,
Long Prairie-Grey Eagle/
Browerville 370, Wade-
na-Deer Creek 409

6. Jackson White 77,
6. Thomas Johnson 77, 36.
Evan Schultz 85, 46. Kaleb
Harman 87, 61. Oskar Doll
90, 71. Ashton Anderson 92

Day two: 9. Johnson 77,
10. White 79

Girls results

Section 6AA tourna-
ment

Team scores after day 1:

Albany 333, Pequot Lakes
355, Melrose 374, Pierz 377,
St. Cloud Cathedral 386,
Milaca 387, Staples-Motley
390, Foley 410, Pillager 424,
Sauk Centre 448, Osakis
504, Little Falls inc., Wade-
na-Deer Creek inc., Royal-
ton inc.

23. Katelyn Schotzko 95,
23. Mara Uselman 95, 26.
Sarah Kroll 97, 37. Meredith
Hoemberg 103, 47. Brooklyn
Winter 108, 48. Molly Hoem-
berg 109

Day two: 15. Schotzko 87,
17. Uselman 93
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PAUL DRAKE TREE
SERVICE, SINCE 1978:

TOWNHOMES

bedroom townhomes in

décor, exercise equipment,
college dorm items, tons

the Staples PO’s control, timely
delivery of the Staples World
has been effected: Bring in your
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world 4;" BNJTGER dishes, glassware, artwork, shoes, tools,
) QUITIES. IN sporting goods, much more.

Income guidelines apply.

607
Houses for Sale

Prairie View Neighborhood

2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES
* TWO STALL GARAGES

* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098
MIKE IVES REALTY

Your Community Newspaper
Since 1890

Recording Your History
As It Happens

www.staplesworld.com

207 4th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479
218-894-1112

STORE

If you wish to donate, call Penny @ 218-820-1919
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apers are kid friendly

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

ERVICE DIECIORN

[— GIZA
EST 1934
PLUMBING & HEATING

+ PLUMBING
 HEATING
+ AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL
« NEW CONSTRUCTION
« REMODEL
« SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

Ultimate Septic Service LLC
David Odden - Owner/Operator
Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic
pumping needs!

218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

Excavation & Septic Service
218-575-2222

‘Septic System Installation
«Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing_;, MN. 56443

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

218-631-3101 888-878-5578

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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~

TR Septics ¢ Waterlines ¢ Trenching * Basements  Retaining Walls

PHB £/818725500)

i Phil Bjerga
EXC“Vﬂtlng 218-639-5007
|I1C. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

CONDTRUCT

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC

i
[ I .) | __[ [ " Staples, MN 56479 o MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS |\ |
— 9 -FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
@0 CONSTRUCTION LLc 218-894-3105 1958 -COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots  Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Site Prep ¢ Basements e Waterlines e Driveways » Landscaping ¢ Black [~ 3
Dirt » Gravel » Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning e Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema 320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347

+ e
ucENsso 4
BONDED
—_ lNSURED

SW 2024 changed wk #3

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
January 6, 2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$195,000.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Kevin
J. Bednar, and Penny K.
Bednar, husband and wife

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
MILA, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on August
9, 2006 as Document Number
443619 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
U.S. Bank National Asso-
ciation, as Trustee for the
Specialty Underwriting and
Residential Finance Trust
Mortgage Loan Asset-Backed
Certificates Series 2006-BC2
by assignment recorded on
January 6, 2010 as Document
Number 466298 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota;
thereafter assigned to Bank
of America, N.A. by assign-
ment recorded on September
5, 2023 as Document Number
A537950 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota; thereaf-
ter assigned to Nationstar
Mortgage, LLC by assign-
ment recorded on Novem-
ber 12, 2013 as Document
Number 487120 in the Office
of the County Recorder of
Todd County, Minnesota;
thereafter assigned to U.S.
Bank, National Association,
as Trustee for the Holders
of the Specialty Underwrit-
ing and Residential Finance
Trust, Mortgage Loan Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series
2006-BC2 by assignment
recorded on October 29,
2014 as Document Number
A491803 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The North
436.14 feet of the South
1183.43 Feet of the West 547
feet thereof of the Southwest
Quarter of the Southwest
Quarter of Section 17, Town-
ship 133, Range 33 West of

the Fifth Principal Meridian,
Todd County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 48218 COUNTY
9, STAPLES, MN 56479

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $288,207.71

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: MILA, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Nationstar Mortgage
LLC, n/k/a Rocket Mortgage,
LLC successor by merger to
Nationstar Mortgage LLC

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER:
22-0017500

TRANSACTIONAGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: 1001752-
0000289060-9

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: July 16, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
six (6) months from the date
of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on
January 19, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS

IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS
ENTERED UNDER MINNE-
SOTA STATUTES, SECTION
582.032, DETERMINING,
AMONG OTHER THINGS,
THAT THE MORTGAGED
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED
WITH A RESIDENTIAL
DWELLING OF LESS THAN
FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT
PROPERTY USED IN AGRI-
CULTURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.
MORTGAGOR(S)
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: Kevin J.
Bednar and Penny K. Bednar

Dated: May 11, 2026

U.S. BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE
HOLDERS OF THE
SPECIALTY
UNDERWRITING AND
RESIDENTIAL FINANCE
TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN
ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2006-BC2

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.

N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(24-0766-FC08)

Federal law may require
reporting to the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement
Network for certain pur-
chases of residential prop-
erty by entities or trusts.
A successful third party
bidder may be required
to provide ownership and
identifying information as
a condition to completing
the transfer.

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.

23-28pnc

NOTICE OF STATE
PRIMARY ELECTION
MAIL BALLOT
PROCEDURES
TO THE VOTERS OF
SWANVILLE CITY IN
TODD COUNTY,
MINNESOTA

1. This notice is given to
all residents of mail ballot
precincts in the State of
Minnesota.

2. On August 11, 2026, the
State of Minnesota is hold-
ing a State Primary Elec-
tion.

3. Eligible voters not
pre-registered by July 21,
2026, or pre-registered
voters wishing to receive
their ballot at a temporary
address may contact the
Todd County Auditor-Trea-
surer’s Office by phone,
mail or in person for an
absentee ballot application.

4. A voter who is not reg-
istered to vote in the dis-
trict on the 21st day before
the election may submit, by
mail or in person, an appli-
cation for absentee ballot to
the County Auditor of Todd
County and receive voter
registration forms and an
absentee ballot for the elec-
tion.

5. The County Auditor of
Todd County no earlier than
forty-six (46) days and no
later than fourteen (14) days
before the date of the elec-
tion will mail the ballots.
The ballot will be addressed
to the voter at the voter’s
residence as shown on the
registration file unless the
voter requests, in writing,
an absentee ballot that will
be mailed to the voter at a
different address.

6. The voted official ballot
may be returned by mail
(a postage prepaid return
envelope is included when
the ballots are mailed), or
may be delivered in person,
or delivered by designated
agent to: Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer 215 1st
Avenue S, Suite 201, Long
Prairie, MN 56347. The
voter and the voter’s wit-
ness must complete the
mail voter’s certificate on
the return envelope. The
voter may bring his/her
blank ballot and envelopes
to the Auditor’s Office to
have a staff member serve
as a witness if they do not
have a witness.

7. In addition to the
normal business hours,
extended hours for absen-
tee and mail ballot voting
are: Saturday, August 8, 2026
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.;
Monday August 10, 2026,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

8. The polling place for
this election will be at the
Todd County Auditor-Trea-
surer’s Office 215 1st Ave
S, Suite 201, Long Prairie,
MN 56347. The polls will be
open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. At least one assistive
voting device will be avail-
able at the polling place;
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allowing for persons with
disabilities to vote privately
and independently.

9. All mail ballots will
be counted at the Todd
County Main Street Gov-
ernment Center at 347 Cen-
tral Avenue, Long Prairie,
MN 56347 after 8:00 p.m. on
August 11, 2026.

Additional informa-
tion is available by con-
tacting the Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer’s Office
by phone 320-732-4414, by
e-mail elections@co.todd.
mn.us, or in person..

Dated this 2nd day of June,
2026

/s/ on file
Denise Gaida,
Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
25pnc

NOTICE
MORAN TOWNSHIP
WEED SPRAYING

Weed spraying by Carr’s
Tree Service will be com-
pleted the week of June 15
in Moran Township.

Diane Mack, Clerk
Moran Township
25pnc

TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
215 First Ave. South
Long Prairie,
Minnesota 56347
320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given
that on Thursday, June 25,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. the Todd
County Board of Adjust-
ment will hold a public
hearing in the Commission-
er’s board room, 215 1st Ave
South, Suite 301, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota.

NOTE: This meeting is
again being held in-person
and the public is encour-
aged to attend. Those who
do attend in person can
find parking atop the hill
on the west side of the His-
toric Courthouse and enter
through the north doors,
near the American Flag and
monument.

Questions? Call or email
320-732-4420 or toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us

Agenda

«Call to Order

*Pledge of Allegiance

«Introduction of Board
of Adjustment Members

and process review

«Approval of agenda

«Approval of April 30,
2026 Board of Adjustment’s
meeting minutes

*The applicant is intro-
duced

«Staff report

«Applicant confirms if
staff report accurately rep-
resents the request

-Site Visit Review

«Public comment

*Board review with appli-
cant, staff, and public

1. James and Tracy
Marsolek: Section 06,
Turtle Creek Township,
Turtle Lake

Site Address: 38613
Oxford Trail, Browerville,
MN 56438

PID: 24-0052200

1. Request to reduce
the lake setback from 150’
to 113’ for construction of
manufactured home in Nat-
ural Environment Shore-
land Zoning District.

2. Request to reduce
the lake setback from 150’
to 112’ for construction of
detached garage for vehicle
& personal storage in Natu-
ral Environment Shoreland
Zoning District.

2. David and Ladonna
Hillmer: Section 20, Ward
Township

Site Address: 35299
County 21, Browerville, MN
56438

PID: 26-0019200

1. Request to reduce the
rear property line setback
from 50’ to 26’ for potential
boundary adjustment in
AF-2 Zoning District.

3. Joan Matuke and
Larry Hotvedt: Sections
18, Little Sauk Township

Site Address: TBD Echo
Drive, Long Prairie, MN
56347

PID: 17-0016802

1. Request to create a new
substandard lot in Recre-
ational Development Shore-
land Zoning District.

Adjournment. Next
meeting: July 23rd, 2026

Adjournment.

Next meeting: July 23,
2026

All persons interested
are invited to attend said
hearing or submit a letter to
be heard on these matters.
All correspondence must
include name, mailing
address and be received
48 hours before the date
and time of the hearing.

Todd County Board of
Adjustment
Russell VanDenheuvel,
Chair

25pnc
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WANTED:
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Statewide
Advertising
ONLY

$279
Call Today!
612/332-8844

WANTED TO BUY SERVICES | MISCELLANEOUS |

REPAIRING OR
REPLACING APPLIANCES
and home systems like heating

and cooling can be costly. A home
warranty plan can help. Start saving and
get 30% off any plan today. Workman-
ship Guarantee included. Terms apply.
Call Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime ~ warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

YAHUAH'S WORDS

DAVID Y’SRAEL RULES FOREVER

(Jer. 30:9; Ezk. 37:25; Hos. 3:4.5)!
True! “Jesus rules Y’srael forever”
(Lk. 1:32,33) Lie! Christianity lies! Al-
mighty Yahuah never lies! 218/533-6029

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

Staples®,\Norld
Advertising

(classified and display),
copy, public notices,
letters to the editor, etc.:

DEADLINE
Friday noon

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta &

Southwestern Tour

10 DAYS STARTING AT $2,749 $2,499*

BASED ON SEP 25, 2026 DEPARTURE

« Witness the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta

» Soak up the history & culture of New Mexico in
Albuquerque and Santa Fe

« IWE R
vacations

SAVE $250
ON ALL TOURS!

_ MORE THAN 50 GUIDED
TOURS AVAILABLE

CALL US: 1-844-270-2455

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.
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Students earn college credits in school

In addition to the top students below, the May 22 Staples-Motley Cords and Awards Ceremony honored 16
students who achieved 12 or more college credits from Staples-Motley staff.

[

Distinctive Honors

Staples-Motley seniors received a gold cord at
Cords and Awards for achieving a grade point average
of 3.75 to 4.0, front row from left, Sadye Anderson,
Brynn Bestland, Cecily Moe and Raina Mikhaeil; row two,
Livia Trif, Summer Anderson, Abby Brichacek, Audrey

Highest Honors

Staples-Motley seniors received
a silver cord at Cords and Awards for
achieving a grade point average of 3.5
to 3.74, from left, Alexis Opelia, Noah

-

nors St

udents
Staples-Motley Honors Students
were presented with a red cord at Cords

and Awards for achieving a GPA of 3.25
to 3.49. From left, Conner Kuhns, Gabri-

Brownell, Pamela Lawrence, Isabel Cole, Emmalee Dob-

¥ Ne
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son, Avery Japke and Annie Schlosser; back row, Colbe
Tappe, Riley Reese, Eli Rutten, Geoffrey DeCamp, Skye

Larson and Jameson Harvey. (Staples World photo by

Mark Anderson)

Larson, Huntington Kleinschmidt, Isa-
belle Dobson, Owen Carlson, Elijah Gre-
enwaldt and Alexander Harren. (Staples
World photo by Mark Anderson)

el Kroll, Parker Hammer, Addison Fon-

Motley June Fest is June 13

Morrison County Motley Fair runs June 11 - 14

The City of Motley’s an-
nual June Fest will be held
Saturday, June 13, from
dawn ‘til dusk. It’s being
held in conjunction with
the Morrison County Mot-
ley Fair, which runs June
11-14.

Music, food, entertain-
ment, midway/carnival,
competitions and a parade
are just a few of the items
on this year’s agenda,
which includes something
for all ages. Events take
place downtown, on the
west side of Hwy 10, and at
the Motley Fairgrounds.

June Fest

June Fest, sponsored by
Motley Community Events
Organization (MCEO) kicks
off at 8 a.m. with registra-
tion (at Converse Park) for
those wanting to partici-
pate in the running events.
The four-mile run begins at
8:30 a.m. and the one-mile at
9:15 a.m.

The parade, which be-
gins at the Motley Water

Tower at 11 a.m., will take
place along 3rd Ave. South.
The all-day festival will
conclude with fireworks at
dusk. Below is a list of ac-
tivities, times and locations.

Food
o Food/Beer Gardens

will be available at the fair-

grounds beginning at noon.
o Root beer floats will be
available at Converse Park
beginning at 12:30 p.m. Free,
sponsored by Motley Free
Methodist Church.

Kids events
o A bounce house will be
available for children, 8 a.m.

- 2 p.m. at Converse Park.

Free.

o Pedal pull begins at
12:30 p.m. at Converse Park
(register at noon)

o Crazy Hair/Face Paint-
ing, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Con-

verse Park. Free.

Fun and games
o Bean bag tournament

will take place at the fair-

grounds, 1:30 p.m.

teyn,, McKenzie Fletcher, Luke Bjerga,
Ava Birkholtz, Mason Albertson and To-
rence Rodriques. (Staples World photo
by Mark Anderson)

o Average Joe Car Show
will be held at Converse
Park, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

°o Power Bungee Jump
and Rock Climbing Wall at
Converse Park, 11 a.m. - 2
p.m.
o Sand Volleyball begins
at 1 p.m. at the fairgrounds.

o MCEO Raffle winners
will be announced at 6 p.m.,
at the Ten Hi.

o Live music at the
Fair Pavilion with Shirts &
Skins, from 7:30 - 11 p.m.

Fairgrounds events
Saturday evening
°Demo derby, 5 p.m.

o Music at the fair-

grounds, 8:30 - 11:30 p.m.
o Fireworks will take
place at dusk.

Motley Fair
o Thursday, June 11:
The Horse Show begins at
9a.m.

o Friday, June 12: Ven-

dors open at 9 a.m.; The

Hatching Chicks 4-H build-

ing opens at noon. The day’s
agenda includes a Petting

Summer food
service program
offered at SMM/HS

Staples-Motley School

District #2170 will is op-

erating a summer foods
program at Staples-Motley
Middle/High School (401
Centennial Drive, Staples,
MN 56479).

Service will run Mon-

day through Friday until
August 21, 2026. Exception
days are June 19 and July
6-10, when there will be no
meal service.

Breakfast runs from
8:00 to 9:00 a.m. and lunch
is served from 10:30 a.m.
to noon. Any youth ages 18
and under are eligible to

receive one meal for break-

fast and one meal for lunch

per day. Meals must be con-

sumed on-site.

Any questions related to
the program can be sent to:
foodservice@isd2170.org or
call 218-894-5400.

In accordance with fed-

eral civil rights law and U.S.
Department of Agriculture

(USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, this in-

stitution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis

of race, color, national ori-

gin, sex (including gender

identity and sexual orien-

tation), disability, age or
reprisal or retaliation for
prior civil rights activity.
Program information
may be made available in

languages other than En-
glish. Persons with disabili-

ties whorequire alternative
means of communication

to obtain program infor-

mation (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American

Sign Language), should
contact the responsible
state or local agency that
administers the program
or USDA’s TARGET Cen-
ter at 202-720-2600 (voice
and TTY) or contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8339.

To file a program dis-
crimination complaint,
a Complainant should
complete a Form AD-3027,
USDA Program Discrimi-
nation Complaint Form
which can be obtained on-
line at: https://www.usda.
gov/sites/default/files/
documents/ad-3027.pdf,
from any USDA office, by
calling 866-632-9992, or by
writing a letter addressed
to USDA. The letter must
contain the complainant’s
name, address, telephone
number, and a written de-
scription of the alleged
discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform
the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights (ASCR) about
the nature and date of an
alleged civil rights viola-
tion. The completed AD-
3027 form or letter must be
submitted to USDA by mail:
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410; or fax 833-
256-1665 or 202-690-7442; or
email Program.Intake@
usda.gov.

This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

New weight room at community center

The Staples Community Center is
now equipped with brand new fitness
equipment, including treadmills, station-
ary bicycles and eliptcal machines, plus

700, the judging of poultry
and rabbits, plus food ven-
dors and games. The car-
nival/midway runs from 5

- 10 p.m. The Lion’s eatery

building open from 4 - 9 p.m.
New this year is a Singing
Contest which begins at 6
p.m. At 7 p.m., Autocross
race at the grandstand.

o Saturday, June 15:
Cattle judging begins at 9
a.m.; the Petting Zoo will be

held from 1 - 9 p.m.; the car-

nival/midway from noon

- 10 p.m. The Lion’s Eatery

building is open from 10

a.m. - 9 p.m. The day’s festiv-

ities also includes a balloon
artist, comedy act and bean
bag tournament.

o Sunday, June 16: Ven-
dors open at 9 a.m.; the car-
nival/midway runs from
noon - 5 p.m.; and gates open
at 1 p.m. for the demo derby
which starts at 2 p.m. The
Dangerous Feats of Comedy
show will be held at 1 p.m.,
3p.m. and 5 p.m.

Anderson)

many different weight resistance ma-
chines. (Staples World photo by Mark

Lakewood Health
System invests in
future healthcare
workforce with 2026
scholarships

Each year, Lakewood
Health System, Staples,
awards scholarships to lo-
cal high school students
who plan to pursue careers
in healthcare. These schol-
arships support the next
generation of healthcare
professionals and help
strengthen the local work-
force.

The 2026 recipients of
the Lakewood Health Sys-
tem, Lakewood Provider,
and Rural Health scholar-
ships are:

LAKewoob HEALTH SYSTEM
ScHOLARSHIPS = ($1,000 EAcH:

o Browerville High
School: Jaiden Lemke

o Pillager High School:
Alainna Dobson, Violette
Metz

o Staples-Motley High
School: Brynn Bestland, Av-

ery Japke, Josie Jennissen

Lakewoop PROVIDER

ScHoLARsHIPS ($1,000 EacH):

o Bertha-Hewitt High
School: Mikayla Allen

o Browerville High
School: Mya Blommel

o Pillager High School:
Haleigh Awalt, Makenna
Camacho, Kimberly Keefe

o Staples-Motley High
School: Ava Birkholtz, Is-
abel Cole, Raina Mikhaeil,
Colbe Tappe

RuraL HEALTH SCHOLARSHIP
($500 EacH):

o Staples-Motley High
School: Emmalee Dobson

Lakewood Health System
provides these scholarships
to encourage students to en-
ter the healthcare field and
help meet the growing need
for skilled professionals in
the region.



Staples World

Passport

to explore
Minnesota
nature centers

Minnesota is home to a
diversity of wildlife and
iconic species. Now, a group
of the state’s iconic wildlife
centers are joining together
to promote wildlife educa-
tion and ecotourism across
the state to Minnesota res-
idents and out of state vis-
itors with a program called
Minnesota Wildlife Pass-
port to Adventure.

Set to launch on June
1, the Minnesota Wildlife
Passport to Adventure
is a collaboration of the
International Owl Center,
International Wolf Center,
National Eagle Center,
National Loon Center, and
North American Bear
Center. The purpose is to
raise awareness of the
other centers at each loca-
tion and encourage visitors
to make plans to visit all
of them through a special
passport program.

“This is an idea that
has been in discussion
for several years among
our organizations,” said
Grant Spickelmier, Execu-
tive Director at the Inter-
national Wolf Center. “We
decided that 2026 was the
right time to hammer out
the details and make it a
reality.”

Though Minnesota is
home to these iconic wild-
life centers, they are spread
widely across the state,
from Houston, MN in the
far southeast corner to
nearly 400 miles north to
Ely, MN up in the Arrow-
head Region. This results
in lower levels of shared
visitorship and awareness
among tourists passing
through the state.

“There is a central inter-
est in nature and wildlife
that is shared among all
of our audiences,” said
Ed Hahn, Director of
Advancement and Market-
ing Communications at the
National Eagle Center. “We
know that our guests often
have never visited the other
centers or even heard of
them and vice versa. The
idea behind this passport
program is for us to pool
some of our efforts and
resources and reach those
audiences with a single
voice to encourage them to
plan to enjoy the full Min-
nesota wildlife experience.”

Central to the Minne-
sota Wildlife Passport to
Adventure program is a
passport that guests will be
able to purchase and acti-
vate at any of the partici-
pating centers. Passports
will include information on
each center, a map showing
each location, and jour-
nal pages for each center.
While visiting each center,
individuals will collect a
stamp just like a real pass-
port. Upon collecting their
final stamp, they will have
the option to enter for a
grand prize drawing that
will include swag from
each organization. There
will be a drawing annually
in November at the end of
tourist season. Passports
will never expire and visi-
tors will be entered for the
drawing in the year they
collect their final stamp.
The passports will be theirs
to keep as a memory of
their travels.

“We think people, and
especially kids and families,
will have a lot of fun with
this program,” said Jon
Mobeck, Executive Director
of the National Loon Center.
“It’s a fun keepsake and col-
lectible, and, hopefully, it
will encourage people to not
only visit all of our centers
but really make the effort to
explore more of our state.”

National Loon Center

The National Loon
Center in Crosslake, Min-
nesota, is a national leader
in loon conservation,
research, and education.
With a commitment to pro-
tecting loon habitats, the
Center fosters innovative
scientific studies and com-
munity outreach programs
that inspire public engage-
ment in conservation. Its
world-class, interactive
educational facility and
research center will open to
the public in 2027. Through
immersive exhibits and
educational initiatives,
the National Loon Center
connects visitors with the
natural world, promoting
stewardship and sustain-
able practices to ensure a
thriving future for loons
across North America.
Visit www.nationallooncen-
ter.org

National Eagle Center

The National Eagle
Center is a nature center
and museum located in
Wabasha, MN. It is open
daily and offers up-close
eagle experiences, daily
programs, wild eagle view-
ing, and the Preston Cook
American Eagle Collection.
For more information about
the National Eagle Center,
visit nationaleaglecenter.
org or call 651.565.4989. The
National Eagle Center is an
equal opportunity provider.
Visit www.nationalea-
glecenter.org.

About the International
Wolf Center

The International Wolf
Center IWC) is an interna-
tionally respected nonprofit
whose mission is to use
science-based education to
teach and inspire the world
about wolves, their ecol-
ogy, and the wolf-human
relationship. With a Visitor
Center in Ely, Minnesota
and a membership spread
across every U.S state and
38 countries, the Interna-
tional Wolf Center supports
informed dialogue about
the vital role that wolves
play in ecosystems around
the world. For more infor-
mation visit www.wolf.org.

International Owl
Center

The International Owl
Center in Houston, Min-
nesota is the only all-owl
education center in the
United States. By bringing
the latest research to the
public, engaging programs
with live owl ambassadors
and highly trained staff,
children’s owl art from
around the world, and
involving community sci-
entists in research, the Owl
Center works to engage and
empower people to make
the world a better place
for owls. Visit www.Inter-
nationalOwlCenter.org for
more information.

North American Bear
Center

The North American
Bear Center (NABC) is a
one-of-a-kind, non-profit,
education center where
myths are replaced by facts.
Step into the heart of the
Northwoods for an experi-
ence like no other. We move
beyond fear by sharing the
true story of bear behavior
and their complex relation-
ship with humanity. Here,
you learn directly from the
bears themselves about
their behavior, ecology, and
the vital role they play in
our world. As wild habitats
shrink, your understanding
becomes the key to a future
where bears and humans
thrive together. Visit www.
bear.org for more info.

Staples World
newspaper
thanks you rfor your
continued support

MMFCU celebrates groundbreaking

Mid-Minnesota Federal Credit Union held a
groundbreaking ceremony for their new building on
Highway 10 in Staples on May 18. Pictured, MMFCU
employees shared in the ceremonial dirt tossing, from
left, Joe Reed, Terri Kobliska, Shellie Hobson, Bob
Gerads, Shelby Barrett, Chris Tangen, Jenny Hanes,
Mary Greenwaldt, Mark Meyer, Angie Ziegler, Missy

Borg, Danielle Addison, Matt Ratchenski and Cody
Einerson. The building is expected to be completed by
this winter. HyTec Construction is the general contrac-
tor for the project. Below, City of Staples and Staples
Chamber of Commerce representatives participate in
the dirt throwing ceremony. (Staples World photos by
Mark Anderson)
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Credit union leader

MMFCU President and CEO Bob Gerads talks
about the new building project during the groundbreak-

ing ceremony on May 18.

MnCHOICES
helps find
disability
services

Todd County Health and
Human Services

MnCHOICES is a single,
comprehensive assessment
and support planning web-
based application for long-
term services. It supports
people with disabilities and
the elderly that may be eli-
gible for services related to
Developmental Disabilities,
Community Alternatives
for Disabled Individuals,
Community Alternative
Care, Brain Injury, Elderly
Waiver, Alternative Care,
and Community First Ser-
vices and Supports (for-
mally known as Personal
Care Assistance). Services
provided through one of
these waivers and/or pro-
grams are designed to help
people to live safely in their
home and community and
decrease nursing home
placements. MnCHOICES
uses a person-centered
approach that tailors ser-
vices to an individual’s
strengths, preferences and
needs. It allows the indi-
vidual to have an import-
ant and active role in the
planning of their long-term
services and supports. An
individual can request a
screening or have a screen-
ing and decide not to access
waivered services. An indi-
vidual who has a screening
may not be eligible for waiv-
ered services and/or may
be referred for other appro-
priate services as deter-
mined by the MnCHOICES
assessment. To request a
MnCHOICES assessment
for long-term services and
supports, call Todd County
Health and Human Ser-
vices at 320-732-4500.

Chamber approval

Staples Chamber of Commerce President Marlo
Corona welcomes the new credit union building proj-
ect at the groundbreaking ceremony.

Right here, for you.

No matter where life takes you, the care team in Pillager is by your side.
We're committed to listening, caring, and delivering the kind of
personalized health care you deserve — every step of the way.

MEET YOUR LOCAL PRIMARY CARE PROVIDERS:

Ml
Jenna Wiese, PA-C
Family Medicine

Kathy Wimmer, MD
Family Medicine

Paige Blong, PA-C
Family Medicine

Joseph McRaith, DO
Family Medicine w/ OB

Call 218-746-4527 or schedule online at EssentiaHealth.org/Schedule
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St. Joseph’s-Pillager Clinic
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Locker room project co

The Staples Community Center
opened their brand new locker rooms on
June 2, with an open house for the pub-

lic to view the new facilities.

MEAT continued from page 1a

ties. The region lacks
USDA-inspected meat pro-
cessing capacity and cus-
tom-exempt processors,
causing bottlenecks for
producers to harvest their
livestock and limiting their
marketing opportunities.
The plant took several years
to come to fruition and
brought together several
partners, including:

- Minnesota State Agri-
cultural Centers of Excel-
lence

» Region 5 Development
Commission.

« United States Economic
Development Administra-
tion

« United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture Agri-
cultural Marketing Service

« Agricultural Utilization
Research Institute

« Happy Dancing Turtle

« Minnesota Department
of Agriculture

« Central Telephone Com-
pany

« The Small Business
Development Center

Ground was broken for
the facility in June 2025.
Hy-Tec Construction of
Brainerd was the lead con-
tractor on the $8 million

The project

mpleted

included brand new lockers, bathrooms
and four individual showers in both the
men’s and women’s locker rooms. (Sta-
ples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Where the sausage is made

One of the modules of the Farmers Union Process-

ing + Meats is a modern facility equipped with modern
tools to fully process livestock. (Submitted photo)

project and Widseth was the
project architect.

“This project started
when members in several
counties identified a lack

of meat processing capac-
ity,” said Minnesota Farm-

ers Union (MFU) President

Gary Wertish. “A meat pro-

cessing facility is a critical

asset for farmers who want
to add value to their farm
by adding livestock. The
opening of Farmers Union

Processing + Meats is a cel-

ebration of persistence and
working together to create
a more resilient local food
system.”

Staples World

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

Staples-Motley students participate in sports, arts; Day
of Caring resulls in positive communily involvement

the area have been seeing
a drop in softball numbers,
but Staples-Motley had
strong growth this year.

At the varsity level,
Ahrendt said the school has
lower numbers in girls bas-
ketball, which is a common
issue with a lot of schools
around the state.

The success of several
sports programs was also
noted, with wrestling state
champions this year and
state participants in cross
country, tennis and track
and field.

The sports programs are
not just about success, said
Ahrendt. “It is an educa-
tional-based athletic depart-
ment, academics comes
first,” said Ahrendt.

The first goal of the
department is to “Help stu-
dents be better people, not
just excel in their activity.”
As an example, Ahrendt
said they have a lot of vol-
unteers for the Special
Olympics teams. “That is a
great thing to be a part of,”
she said.

Youth programs are also
increasing in numbers,
especially in baseball and
softball. Ahrendt gave the
total number of partici-
pants in youth sports: base-
ball 95, softball 59, wrestling
67, football 89, tumbling 87,
basketball 128, tennis 25 and
volleyball 108.

Ahrendt noted that three
new youth programs also
had more participants than
expected, with 78 students
playing soccer, 23 in track
and field and 20 in cross
country.

“That is really successful
for a new program,” said
Ahrendt.

The arts programs were
also strong and successful
this year. Ahrendt noted
that the music programs
received superior ratings
in their contests and the

speech team sent seven par-

ticipants to state.
“The kids are doing great
things,” said Ahrendt.

For community educa-

tion, Ahrendt said they
have more adult classes and
more registration this year.
Cooking and pottery classes
have been popular, along
with photography classes
coming back this summer.
The Nest saw a total of
365 memberships to the
walking track and fitness
area, including 96 from

Lakewood and 95 from Sta-

ples-Motley staff.

The school board noted
that Ahrendt is resigning to
take a different job. Board
Chair Ryan Wright said
“People are sad to see you
go, we are thankful for what
you have done.”

“I’'m sad to go,” said
Ahrendt, “I appreciate all
you have done for me.”

Day of caring

Middle/High School
Principal Debbie Ferdon
said the Day of Caring
was a very positive event
for the school. Some of the
volunteer work done by the
students included wash-
ing windows of businesses,
planting trees, cleaning
up community spaces and
working on athletic spaces
such as scrubbing the
bleachers and vacuuming
the track.

“There were a lot of com-
ments, some kids said it
was the ‘best day ever,’” said
Ferdon. “They really felt the

impact of this.”

Superintendent Shane
Tappe said in half a day,
the school volunteered over
1,500 hours of community
service.

“There was an outpour-
ing of positive comments,”
said Tappe. “The commu-
nity gets to see our kids in
action and they get to inter-
act with our staff and our
kids. It is very impactful.”

Tappe said the action is
reciprocal because “The
community continues to
give to us.”

In other news, the

board

« Approved resignations
of Paige Arendt, Activities/
Communitiy Ed Director;
and Justine Janecek, SLP

« Accepted retirement of
LaRae Bjorge, middle school
teacher, effective Nov. 6

» Approved reinstatement
from ULA for Lisa Koenig,
Middle School ADSIS Inter-
ventionist

« Approved contract
with Interquest Detection
Canines.

» Approved 2026-2029 con-
tract with ParentSquare.

« Approved resolution for
membership in the MSHSL

« Approved Health Occu-
pation Services agreement
with Browerville Schools.

« Approved hire of
Samantha Roden, assistant
gardener.

« Approved resolution of
intention to enter into pro-
fessional services contracts
with ICS Consulting

« Approved negotiation
settlement with trans-
portation, including a pay
increase of $3 per route per
year.
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THE CARE YOU
TRUST CONTINUES

For years, patients have trusted Staples Eye Clinic for expert
eye care close to home. Today, that trusted legacy continues as

the clinic becomes the Lakewood Eye Clinic.
Seth

Dokken, OD

Jesse
Fenstermacher, OD
Lakewood Health System has officially assumed ownership and

operations of the practice, bringing expanded support and a
continued commitment to exceptional local care.

/%\Lakewood Eye Clinic
S

Patients will continue seeing the familiar providers they
know and trust, including Dr. Seth Dokken and Dr. Jesse

Fenstermacher, who remain dedicated to serving the Staples
CALL 218-894-1331 TO SCHEDULE
YOUR NEXT APPOINTMENT

community and ensuring a seamless transition for patients.

SAME GREAT PROVIDERS. SAME PERSONALIZED CARE.
WELCOME TO THE LAKEWOOD EYE CLINIC.

NEW LOCATION AT THE PLAZA
1210 US Hwy 10 E - Suite 2 | Staples, MN 56479




