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State wrestling champions 
.The Staples-Motley wrestling team repeated as state 
champions, winning the state final for the second year 
in a row. Pictured, Cardinal wrestlers and coaches 
backed by their fans. See story, page 9a. (Photo by 
Mark Anderson)

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.
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Staples-Motley wrestling best Class A team ever?

At least two ladder trucks were used by firefight-
ers from area fire departments at the scene of a fire in 
downtown Staples the morning of Feb. 28. Above, Sta-
ples firefighters work to put out flames in the third-sto-
ry apartment fire. According to a report from Staples 
Fire Chief Cole Yungbauer, all residents of the 14-unit 
apartment complex were displaced and are receiving 
assistance from the American Red Cross. The Staples 

Fire Department was assisted on this incident by Staples 
Police Department, Todd and Wadena County Sheriff’s 
Offices; Motley, Verndale, Wadena and Long Prairie Fire 
Department; Lakewood Health System Ambulance; and 
the Minnesota State Fire Marshal Division. Firefighters 
remained on scene for approximately five hours. See 
story, page 2a. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Ladder trucks used at fire in Staples

A vehicle crashed into 
t h e  L a ke wo o d  H e a l t h 
System main campus build-
ing at the emergency room 
entrance, going through the 
building wall and coming 
to a rest inside the hospital 
area.

Staples Police were called 
to the scene at 8:25 p.m. on 
Feb. 26. Upon arrival, offi-
cers found that the driver 
of  the vehicle had sustained 
injuries and was receiving 
medical treatment from hos-
pital staff. No other injuries 
were reported.

Due to structural damage 
to the entryway, the Staples 
Fire Department assisted at 
the scene. The building was 
determined to be unstable 

and unsafe in the imme-
diate area of  the crash, so 
fire personnel assisted with 
scene safety and securing 
the structure.

Preliminary investiga-
tion by the Staples Police 
Department indicates that 
alcohol is believed to have 
been a contributing factor 
in the crash. The incident 
remains under investi -
gation and police are not 
releasing the name of  the 
driver.

T h e  S t a p l e s  P o l i c e 
Department was assisted 
on the scene by the Staples 
Fire Department, Lakewood 
Health System and Todd 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Car crashes 
into emergency 
room entrance

Weather Chart

wk. 11

d.t.

Weather
 

  2026
This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Mar. 4       50     33     P. Cloudy                                                       
Mar. 5      45      37   M. Cloudy                                        
Mar. 6       41     26      Showers        
Mar. 7      44     34        Sunny  
Mar. 8      51     29    P. Cloudy    
Mar. 9      49     32   M. Cloudy                            
Mar. 10    40     15     Showers      

                                                
Average Temps: 

 H = 34º Low = 15º
Enjoy the warmer 

weather

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2025
 High Low Cond.
Mar. 4     31º    25        Snow
Mar. 5     30       20   M. Sunny                                     
Mar. 6     34       16   M. Sunny
Mar. 7     40      15   P.  Sunny      
Mar. 8     43      25       Sunny
Mar. 9     55      30       Sunny
Mar. 10    64     34       Sunny

Submitted photo from the vehicle crash at the Lakewood Health system emergency room.
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Steve’s Auto Salvage
& G&L Service

218-445-6885 • Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto

•Tires (New & Used)
•Tubes •Belts

•AG Tires •Bulbs •Oil •Antifreeze
•Used Auto Parts

Volunteers at the Motley Area Food Shelf were 
busy Feb. 19, stocking shelves and helping clientele 
with orders. Pictured, from left, Ken Swecker, Diana Mill-
er, Florence Berndt, Pearl Dingman, Jodi Reeck, Deb 

Greig, Bob Miller, Brenda Cleveland, Fran Kokett, Lorrie 
Brathol, Sherry Frisk, Sherry Mudgett. Each volunteer 
has their own assignment to assist with completing or-
ders. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Faithful volunteers

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

After 10 years serving as 
director of  the Motley Area 
Food Shelf, Sherry Frisk 
has handed over the reins 
to Jodi Reeck.

She officially took over 
July 1, 2025, Frisk said of  
her successor, noting that 
the two have been work-
ing together since then to 
make sure the transition is 
seamless. Knowing all that 
is involved with the posi-

tion, Frisk wanted to make 
sure the right person was 
on board before she stepped 
down. That person was Jodi 
Reeck.

Reeck said she first 
learned about the MAFS 
after hearing Frisk speak 
at their church, Motley 
United Methodist, during 
Food Share Month. She was 
wanting her boys, Jacob 
and Connor, to do some 
volunteer work with her 
during the summer months, 
and the food shelf  seemed 
like a great opportunity. 

It proved to be a wonder-
ful way to give back and 
something they enjoyed 
doing as a family. In fact, 
Jodi enjoyed it so much that 

she kept on volunteering 
when the boys returned to 
school. 

W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t 
inspired her to become a 
volunteer at the food shelf, 
Reeck said it was to help fill 
the need that was there.

That was something 
Frisk had felt passion-
ately about as well, when 
she first took on the role 
of  director. She noted that 
when she came on board 10 
years ago, a typical week 
would be serving eight to 12 
families. Today, Frisk said, 
they’ve served as many as 
33 families on a Thursday 
morning.

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n 
increased number of  cli-

entele, they’ve been able to 
add upgraded appliances 
at the food shelf, including 
four full-size freezers and 
an upright refrigerator/
freezer. Those purchases 
were possible, thanks to 
grants, Frisk said.

The volunteer job of  food 
shelf  director takes any-
where from eight - 10 hours 
a week. It’s a commitment, 
but one that both Frisk and 
Reeck have enjoyed and 
found to be very fulfilling.

In addition to her work 
at the MAFS, Reeck is 
employed full-time at Cen-
tral Building Supply (CBS) 
in Staples, owned and oper-
ated by her husband Jeremy 
Reeck. She also continues 

to work casually at Lake-
wood Health System in Sta-
ples, her place of  full-time 
employment for 23 years 
prior to her taking the job 
at CBS.

Now ages 14 and 12 
respectively, the Reecks’ 
boys, Jacob and Connor, 
also continue to volunteer 
at the Motley food shelf  on 
occasion. Jodi’s glad that 
it’s a rewarding experience 
for all of  them. And, she’s 
grateful to have a mentor 
like Frisk to guide her as 
she navigates her new lead-
ership role.

Jodi Reeck takes over as Motley Food Shelf Director

Fire on Saturday, Feb. 28, caused major 
damage to the Staples Theatre building on 
Fourth St. and 2nd Ave. NE in downtown 
Staples.

According to a report from Staples Fire 
Chief  Cole Yungbauer, the fire department 
was dispatched at 7:47 a.m. to an apartment 
complex on the 400 block of  2nd Ave. NE in 
the City of  Staples for a report of  smoke in 
the building.

Upon the arrival of  Staples Fire and 
Police Departments it was confirmed that 
there was an active fire in an apartment 
on the third floor of  the 14-unit apartment 

complex, triggering an evacuation of  the 
building. The apartment complex is located 
above the theatre building.

Firefighters quickly began an offensive 
fire attack within the structure. Simultane-
ously, exterior firefighters utilized ladder 
trucks to aid in the firefighting efforts.

All of  the residents of  the apartment 
complex were displaced and are receiving 
assistance from the American Red Cross.

Firefighters remained on scene for 
approximately five hours, with tempera-
tures just above zero.

The Staples Fire Department was 

assisted on this incident by the Staples 
Police Department; the Todd and Wadena 
County Sheriff’s Offices; the Motley, 
Verndale, Wadena and Long Prairie Fire 
Departments; Lakewood Health System 
Ambulance; and the Minnesota State Fire 
Marshal Division.

In his report, Chief  Yungbauer said, 
“The Staples Fire Department thanks our 
emergency response partners that aided in 
this incident.”

The cause of  the fire is still under inves-
tigation and no further details will be 
released at this time, the report stated.

Staples resident Tom Crawford, who 
lives on 5th St. NE, said that he first heard 
the sirens at around 8 a.m. and went to 
check on the scene. He noted that the Sta-
ples fire crews stationed their large exten-
sion ladder truck on Fourth St. NE in 
front of  the former Brenny Dental office. 
From the dental office roof, crews were 
able to access the second and third floor 
apartments. The Long Prairie fire crews 
placed their large ladder truck around d 
the corner on Second Avenue, where fire 
fighters could reach the upper floors of  the 
theater building from the south side.

Fire at Staples apartment complex 
leaves residents displaced

Close to the scene
Tom Crawford of Staples, former editor at the Sta-

ples World, was at the scene of the downtown fire in Sta-
ples the morning of Feb. 28, and captured some photos. 
(Submitted photos by Tom Crawford)

New director on board
Jodi Reeck, seated, has been serving as the di-

rector of the Motley Area Food Shelf since July of 2025. 
She took over from Sherry Frisk, standing, who had 
served as director for the previous 10 years. Frisk has 
continued on as a volunteer at the food shelf. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)
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Looking back

From 
Staples-Motley School 
District

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
School District welcomed 
residents to a community 
open house on Monday, Feb. 
23, 2026 to share details 
about a proposed $42.5 mil-
lion bond referendum and 
answer questions ahead of  
the April 14 special election. 
The proposed referendum 
would fund improvements 
to classrooms, strengthen 
safety and security mea-
sures, expand Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) 
spaces and complete needed 
building repairs across the 
district. If  approved, the 
referendum would not raise 
the current school property 
tax rate.

“We truly appreciate 
everyone who attended 
the open house to learn 
more about the needs of  
our schools,” said Superin-
tendent Shane Tappe. “We 
enjoyed the thoughtful 
questions and conversa-
tions. It’s very encouraging 
to see our community take 
such an active interest in 
our students’ future.”

If  approved, the invest-
ment in our schools would 
refurbish aging classrooms, 
enhance campus safety 
features, add dedicated 
CTE space, and complete 
updates to the Centen-
nial Auditorium, football 

field and outdoor track 
- improvements shaped by 
community feedback and 
designed to support long-
term educational needs.

Early  vot ing  be g an 
Friday, Feb. 27, 2026 and 
continues through Monday, 
April 13. District residents 
have three ways to cast 
their ballots:

• Early In-Person Voting: 
Vote at the Staples-Motley 
School District office (905 
4th St. NE, Staples, on reg-
ular business days between 
7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
through Monday, April 13.

• Early Voting by Mail: 
Request a ballot from the 
Staples-Motley School Dis-
trict office and return it 
before Tuesday, Apr. 14.

• Election Day Voting: 
Polls will be open from 7:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 14, at the Staples Com-
munity Center (425 4th St 
NE, Staples).

For detailed information 
about the proposed refer-
endum, including project 
plans, a property tax cal-
culator, frequently asked 
questions, voting details, 
and a contact form, visit 
SpreadingOurWings.org.

“This is an important 
community decision about 
the future of  our schools,” 
Tappe said. “I encourage 
everyone to take time to 
visit our website to learn 
more about the plan and 
reach out to me if  you have 
questions.”

Public learns 
about school 
referendum at 
open house

75 Years ago - 1951 
o March 1, 1951 - The first 

Army medal for Korean 
action to be presented in 
Minnesota was awarded 
posthumously Feb. 28, at 
Memorial Auditorium in 
the Congregational church 
of  Staples.

The silver star medal was 
presented to Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman J. Rosevink, par-
ents of  Pfc. Rosevink, killed 
in action near Saga, Korea 
on Sept. 13, 1950.

o March 1, 1951 - Joe Mer-
tens, living west of  Staples, 
was very surprised one day 
last week when he found 
that one of  his sows had 
given birth to 16 little pigs.

Upon investigation Mr. 
Mertens found one of  the 

baby pigs to be a freak pig. 
It lived but a few moments.

The little animal had two 
snouts, two mouths, three 
eyes and two ears. The 
remainder of  the body was 
normal in every respect.

 Mr. Mertens gave the 
little pig to his nephew 
Robert who took it to school 
for his science class. The pig 
was preserved in formalde-
hyde, and will be on display 
at Schmitt’s Produce Friday 
of  this week.

o March 1, 1951 - Casting 
has been completed for the 
Motley High school Senior 
Class play,  “Desperate 
Ambrose” and is scheduled 
to be presented March 27 
and 28.

The play is a western 
farcial comedy which takes 
place in Dead Man’s Gulch. 
The cast includes Doug 
Stevenson, Stanley Riggs, 
Donald Frisk, Richard Ras-
mussen, Wayne Alt, Charles 
Blake, Joan Trout, Elayne 
Bjelde, Aline Carey, Marga-
ret Shequen, Verna Gehlhar, 
Darlene Hanson.

o March 1, 1951 - The 
Motley Study Club meets 
on Saturday, March 3, in the 
home of  Mrs. C. J. Corner. 
Mrs. Rudy Topp will give 
a topic on “Argentina” not 
Arizona as was reported in 
last week’s items.

 50 Years ago - 1976
o Feb. 26, 1976 - The return 

of  guard Dave Blanchard 
from an ankle injury played 
an important role for the 
Staples Cardinal basketball 
team last Friday evening on 
the home court as the men 
of  Coach Tom Wolhowe 
swept past the Aitkin Gob-
blers to the tune of  69-54.

It was the Cards fourth 
victory in Mid-state Confer-
ence play this campaign and 
gave them a season record 
of  11 wins as compared to 
8 losses.

In the game, Blanchard 
was the leading scorer as he 
connected on 9 field goals 
and added six free throws 
for a total of  24. Another 
contributing factor to the 
Cardinal’s victory was the 
play of  Mark Redemske and 
Tom Backberg. 

o Feb. 26, 1976 - Jim John-
son (138), Tony Van Buren 
(180) and Dave Sowers (98) 
of  Coach Don Dravis’ Cardi-
nal Wrestling team earned 
berths in the Minnesota 
State High school Class “A” 
tournament this weekend at 
the St. Paul Civic Center.

Johnson and Van Buren 
were Region Six cham-
pions in their respective 
weight classes, whereas 
Dave Sowers went down to 
his first defeat and took a 
second place. 

o Feb. 26, 1976 -  The 
Staples Cardinal Swim-
ming Team of  Coach Jerry 
Deming captured the cham-
pionship of  the Fergus Falls 
Jr. High Invitational Swim 
meet Feb. 14. This was the 
first trophy in the ninth 
grade division for the young 
Staples tankers.

o Feb. 26, 1976 - Susan 
Manning of  Staples was 
among the 15 Brainerd Com-
munity College sophomores 
named in “Who’s Who in 
American Junior Colleges” 
for the 1975-76 school year.

Miss Manning is major-
ing in art education. She is 
sophomore class president 
and a member of  the Stu-
dent Senate. She is active 
in Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship and took part in 
the community college art 
festival. A 1974 graduate of  
Staples High school, Susan 
is the daughter of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Manning.

o Feb. 26, 1976 - After 44 
years of  being in business 
in Staples, Phillip W. Ander-
son has sold his store, the 
Anderson Our Own Hard-
ware, and will retire effec-
tive March 1.

Anderson sold his hard-
ware store to James McFad-
den, a businessman in 
Britton, S.D. Robert Jensen, 
who is presently manager of  
a hardware store in Grand 
Forks, N.D., will be coming 
to Staples to be the manager 
of  the local store for McFad-
den, and will assume his 
duties here Monday.

Anderson, who was born 
and raised in Staples (he 
graduated from Staples 
High school in 1927), has 
always served his commu-
nity throughout the years in 
addition to his years in the 
hardware business.

25 Years ago - 2001
o March 1, 2001 - The 

Cardinals this season will 
have one representative at 
the state high school wres-
tling tournament which 
opens Thursday morning in 
St. Paul’s new Xcel Center 

Auditorium.
Senior Tylor Bendson 

won the runner-up honors 
at 125 pounds last Friday 
and Saturday at the Section 
7AA individual wrestling 
tournament at Perham. He 
will be wrestling starting at 
8 a.m. Thursday in Class AA 
preliminaries.

o March 1, 2001 - The 
Staples Motley Cardinals 
downed Bemidji’s Lumber-
jacks 61 - 41 Tuesday Feb. 20 
to begin a stretch of  three 
games in five days. Two 
nights later, the fifth rated 
Cardinals delivered a sim-
ilar fate to the Wolverines 
from down Highway 10.

o March 1, 2001 - State 
Sen. Dallas Sams of  Sta-
ples, met with mark Turner, 
executive director of  the 
Five Wings Arts Council, 
during Arts Advocacy Day 
at the Capitol Feb. 7. Turner 
and other arts advocates 
from the five-county area 
thanked legislators such as 
Sams for their support for 
rural arts and urged others 
to do the same in the coming 
biennium.

o March 1, 2001 - Matie  
Nicol of  Motley, the oldest 
active square dancer  in 
Minnesota according to her 
club, was recently honored 
by area square dancers. 
Nicol celebrated her 94th 
birthday with her square 
dance friends at the Wadena 
Elementary School Cafe-
teria on Thursday, Feb. 15. 
Dancers from Staples, Park 

Rapids, Brainerd, Alexan-
dria and her home club, 
the “Wadena Whirlaways,” 
attended.  Nicol has square 
danced for 54 years, 30 years 
with the  Wadena Whirla-
ways.

o March 1, 2001 - Crews 
that began snow removal 
operations about 1 a.m. 
Tuesday were still at it 
five hours later picking up 
snow on downtown Staples 
streets. Up to 15 inches of  
snow fell in the area over 
the week, bringing to a total 
of  about 57 inches of  snow-
fall for the area this winter. 
City street crews normally 
remove snow in one night’s 
operation, but they took 
two nights to remove all of  
the snow from the weekend 
storm. 

10 Years ago - 2016
o March 3, 2016 -  Roach 

Properties is working with 
the City of  Staples to build 
32 townhome units on the 
area north of  the Fresh-
water Education building, 
between 5th St. and 8th St.

o March 3, 2016 - Seniors 
at SMHS, Haley Christof-
fersen and Hailey Koenig 
have sang the National 
Anthem at many home 
events throughout the year. 
They applied for and were 
selected to sing the anthem 
for the opening ceremonies 
of  the MN State Wrestling 
Tourney this past weekend 
in St. Paul.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Mystery photo
Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from 

1976. Do you know who these people are and perhaps 
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to 
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to 
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s 
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Mystery solved
Last week’s mystery photo published in the Feb. 3, 

1994 edition of the Staples World featured members of 
the Staples Tiger Cub group who had recently toured 
Wendy’s Corner Pocket. From left are Brian Beard, An-
drew Nanik, Brandon Weber, Nathan Beard and Rory 
Self.

Dozens of people attended the free Care Ministry Community Meal Feb. 24, at 
Staples Assembly of God Church. The delicious meal, prepared and served by church 
volunteers, included sliced ham, scalloped potatoes, green beans, salad, bread and a 
variety of desserts. Pictured above left, from left, are Central Lakes College students 

Jack Coenen, Hudson, Wisc.; Mikkel Steinert, Osakis; Alden Knudson, Virginia; 
Jayden Schaefer, Brownton. They are all enrolled in the Heavy Equipment program at 
CLC’s Staples campus. Above right, area residents enjoy a time of fellowship along 
with the meal. (Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Enjoying the community meal at Staples Assembly of God Church

Braving the cold
Firefighters and other responders worked for five hours in frigid conditions at the 

scene of a fire at an apartment complex in downtown Staples the morning of Feb. 28. 
(Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)
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Quote of  the week

“Dear March, come in! 
How glad I am! 

I looked for you before. 
Put down your hat —

You must have walked. 
How out of  breath you are!”

— Emily Dickinson

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

This year we witnessed 
what could be the best small 
school wrestling team in 
Minnesota history, Sta-
ples-Motley 2025-26.

C o a ch  S h a n e  Tap p e 
brought that possiblity up 
at the welcome home on 
March 1.

That is an opinion that 
people can argue about, but 
someone needs to start the 
conversation, because this 
team was special. They de-
feated gigantic rivals, got 
national attention, and and 
promoted the Staples-Mot-
ley community to every 
sports fan in the entire state.

Two year run
The story started last 

year. I realized how special 
this team was when I at-
tended a practice last year 
to interview coaches and 
wrestlers. They were close 
to the end of  their practice 
and I was amazed at their 
intensity level. I have nev-
er seen such a focused and 
energized group, with that 
look in their eyes that they 
could do anything. The state 
meet was still two weeks 
away, but at that moment 
I knew that they would be-
come state champions, be-
cause they knew it too.

For the rest of  the world, 
the first sign that Sta-
ples-Motley had climbed 
to the highest echelon was 
the incredible 64-0 win over 
Jackson County Central in 
last year’s state semifinal, 
the only shutout in state 
semifinal history. During 
that match, I kept looking 
over at top-ranked Chatfield 
wrestling on the adjacent 
mat and they were trying 
not to look, but there were 
some wide eyes whenever 
they peeked up at what Sta-
ples-Motley was doing.

What followed was the 
dismantling of  the Chatfield 
juggernaut that had run the 
Cardinals out of  the gym 
the previous year. That year, 
2024, Chatfield was one of  
the best small school teams 
ever to show up at state, 
with nine wrestlers ranked 
in the top ten by theguillo-
tine.com, including two at 
number one. Chatfield was 
arguably even better in 2025, 
with three top ranked wres-
tlers, but Staples-Motley 
simply leapfrogged that lev-
el and set a new standard for 
how good a wrestling team 
can be. It wasn’t easy, but 
they beat Chatfield handily, 
33-16.

This year, Staples-Motley 
started out on top and were 
never challenged among 

the small schools of  Class 
A. Chatfield lost an early 
match and the Cardinals 
rolled past their other ri-
val, Holdingford, in the first 
meet of  the season. After 
the very first weekend, Sta-
ples-Motley didn’t have any 
more small school rivals in 
the state.

The Cardinals could have 
coasted during the year, but 
they wrestled an extremely 
tough schedule with three 
losses to nationally ranked 
teams. They kept working 
on improving because they 
knew the other teams would 
be coming for them, they 
were raising the level for the 
entire state.

Once at state this year, 
there were a couple of  Class 
A teams that could challenge 
for a state title in a normal 
year, but Staples-Motley 
shed them all away. Chat-
field wrestled well in the fi-
nal, but they fell far short.

Injuries and illnesses 
were the one thing holding 
Staples-Motley back from 
from completely fulfiling 
their vision for this season. 
At the first meet, they had 
their entire team healthy 
and down to their final 
weights, but that was also 
the last time they had every-
one in the lineup until the 
end of  the season. It didn’t 
matter much, they stlll dom-
inated every match against 
teams that were not in the 
national rankings, and they 
came within one point of  a 
nationally ranked Stillwater 
team.

It is rare for a team to 
go a season without wres-
tlers missing a few matches, 
so we can’t hold it against 
them, but they would have 
been ranked in the national 
polls if  they had everyone 
healthy at the right times.

Ranking teams
I don’t believe in bestow-

ing GOAT (Greatest Of  All 
Time) status in sports, be-
cause each era and each 
year is different. But I do 
like giving credit to excel-
lence, and showing where 
athletic achievement has 
reached beyond a normal 
state champion.

We can put some num-
bers to it. For the modern 
era, The Guillotine has indi-
vidual rankings going back 
to 2008. I looked at the last 
ranking of  each season to 
see what teams had accom-
plished by the end of  the 
year. 

One top team was Kerk-
hoven-Murdock-Sunberg 
2009, with eight ranked 
wrestlers, four of  them at 
number one and two more in 
the top four. They won their 
state title 32-25, so they may 

have also had some weak 
spots, but I wasn’t there for 
that team tournament.

Another notable team 
was Jackson County Central 
in 2022, with nine ranked 
wrestlers and two at number 
one. They won 52-9 in their 
championship match.

The Chatfield team of  
2025 had nine ranked wres-
tlers, three at number one 
and three more in the top 
five. But they lost in the 
state final to Staples-Motley.

Staples-Motley 2026 beats 
them all. Out of  13 weights, 
the Cardinals had 11 ranked 
wrestlers, four at number 
one and five others in the 
top five. Of  the two weights 
not ranked, one dropped 
down due to injury and ill-
ness and the other is proba-
bly a top 20 wrestler.

In the modern era, Sta-
ples-Motley easily ranks 
above the rest.

The fact that all 10 wres-
tlers earned a medal in the 
individual tournament, and 
they likely would have had 
an eleventh except for an in-
jury, shows that those rank-
ings were spot on and even 
under-ranked at a couple of  
spots.

And this is not a weak era 
for wrestling. With the addi-
tion of  girls wrestling, mod-
ern training methods and 
technique videos available 
at the touch of  a button, the 
sport is flourishing.

Legacy era
The two class system 

started in 1976. Before that, 
Blue Earth, Caledonia and 
St. James all won state titles 
as small schools against the 
entire state. They could all 
make claims of  having an 
all-time small school team, 
especially Blue Earth, who 
won three in a row from 
1956-58. Also the 1953 Blue 
Earth state title team had 
a tenth grader named Don 
Dravis, who later went on 
to coach Staples-Motley to 
prominence. 

Speaking of  Don Dravis, 
his 1982 Staples team has a 
claim to be an all-time great 
for small schools. They won 
the Class A title and beat 
the Class AA state champi-
on during the regular sea-
son, showing they were the 
top team in the entire state. 
That team was in the mid-
dle of  a run of  seven state 
championships in eight 
years. That long of  a run 
gives each of  those teams 
elite status among Class A 
schools, as Staples-Motley 
dominated the 1980s.

There may be some other 
teams in the 1990s and 2000s 
to make a claim as all-time 
greats, with Canby, Pierz 
and Foley winning multi-

ple titles in those years. But 
I would have to hear what 
puts them a level above be-
fore comparing them to Sta-
ples-Motley 2025.

Outstanding factors 
Six seniors on this year’s 

team were nearly unbeat-
able. Turner Beachy, Elijah 
Greenwaldt, Colbe Tappe, 
Riley Reese, Luke Bjerga 
and Adrian Gomez. Unless 
your team had a top ranked 
wrestler at that weight, you 
weren’t going to beat them.

The underclassmen were 
also stout, starting with 
Garrett and Gage Bjerga, 
who beat some of  the top 
wrestlers in the nation and 
were getting votes in the 
national rankings. Caden 
Kramer and Cayden Neisen 
were top wrestlers in their 
weight class throughout the 
season. Zach Tabatt and 
Beau Carlson moved into 
the state rankings by beat-
ing some top level competi-
tion and Justin Olson was 
near that level by the end of  
the season.

There is also the coach-
ing factor. While Jim Jack-
son was coach at Apple 
Valley, he had some of  the 
top wrestling teams in state 
history. In four years coach-
ing at Staples-Motley, he has 
two state titles and one sec-
ond place finish. Jackson 
gives all the credit to his as-
sistant coaches and to this 
special group of  athletes, 
but he is still a motivator for 
the sport. It sn’t just on the 
mat or even at practices, it 
is all year long, he implants 
the notion that Staples-Mot-
ley wrestlers will improve 
tremendously every year, 
and that helps them go out 
and put in the work to do it.

Staples-Motley assis-
tants include Dan Bjerga, 
Eric Kramer, Mark Carlson, 
Shane Tappe, Chris Dob-
son, Steve Jennissen and 
Holt Truax. Several wres-
tling fans have stated that 
Staples-Motley has the best 
coaching staff  in the state. 
I wouldn’t argue with that, 
after watching them at the 
state tournament this year. 
The Cardinals had the calm-
est coaches in the stadium 
because they trusted their 
wrestlers to follow the game 
plan. By the time they got 
to the mat, their coaching 
was done. They gave sugges-
tions during the bouts, but 
they weren’t yelling instruc-
tions at their wrestlers like 
some coaches.

If  there are other teams 
who can make a case to rival 
Staples-Motley 2026, I would 
love to hear it. The one thing 
I do know is that this team 
made history.

Staples-Motley wrestling 2026 
was an all-time top team

By Frank Odell

There are many compli-
cated philosophies in life.

Volumes have been writ-
ten about cause and effect, 
human behavior, conse-
quences, and unintended 
outcomes.

But I have found that 
most of  life can be summed 
up in one simple country 
parable:

If  you poke a skunk… 
odorific abounds.

Now that is not in Aris-
totle.

It’s not in Harvard Busi-
ness Review.

But it is solid theology, 
psychology, and common 
sense.

Because here’s the truth:
We live in a cause-and-ef-

fect universe.
Gravity works.  Fire 

burns. And skunks spray.
And yet—somehow—we 

are shocked every time.
1. The Shock of  Predict-

able Results
Nobody pokes a skunk 

hoping for a hug.
You don’t lean over and 

say,
“Excuse me, Mr. Skunk, 

I’d just like to test your tem-
perament.”

No. Deep down, you 
know the outcome.

But in life?
We poke anyway.
We poke our health with 

neglect.
We poke our finances 

with impulse spending.
We  p o k e  o u r  r e l a -

tionships with sarcasm, 
screams, swearing. 

And then stand back in 
the cloud of  consequences 
and say,

“I cannot believe this 
happened!  I cannot believe 
the skunk would do that.”! 
Just cannot believe.  

Really?
If  you plant corn, you get 

corn.
If  you plant thistles, you 

don’t get strawberries.
If  you poke a skunk… 

you get perfume—
just not the kind you 

were hoping for.
2. Humor with a Lesson
Let me paint a picture.
Imagine a man walking 

through the woods. He sees 
a skunk.

He thinks,
“It probably won’t spray 

me. It looks calm..”
He reaches out.
Five seconds later, he 

smells like regret.
Now here’s the funny 

part:
He doesn’t blame him-

self.
He blames the skunk.

“That skunk had a bad 
attitude.”

“That skunk overreact-
ed.”

“That skunk is toxic.”
No.
That skunk is a skunk.
And sometimes what we 

call “bad luck”
is simply predictable bi-

ology.
3. Logic and Life Realism
Life runs on laws.
• If  you stay up until 2 

a.m., tomorrow will not be 
energetic.

• If  you ignore small 
problems, they grow teeth.

• If  you speak harshly 
long enough, someone even-
tually walks away.

We don’t get to violate 
principles without paying 
invoices.

The farmer who refuses 
to plant in spring cannot 
pray for harvest in October 
and act shocked when noth-
ing grows.

The employee who shows 
up late every day cannot 
call termination “unexpect-
ed.”

The person who feeds 
resentment daily cannot be 
stunned when bitterness 
matures.

These aren’t punish-
ments.

They’re outcomes.
Skunks don’t spray out 

of  malice.
They spray because 

that’s what skunks do.
And consequences don’t 

arrive out of  cruelty.
They arrive because 

that’s how reality works.
4. But Here’s the Hope
The good news is this:
The same law works in 

our favor.
If  you sow kindness, 

something grows.
If  you practice discipline, 

strength appears.
If  you tell the truth, trust 

accumulates.
If  you forgive, peace 

slowly moves in.
You don’t accidentally 

build character.
You build it the same way 

you build odor—
one choice at a time.
And here’s the encourag-

ing part:
You don’t have to poke 

every skunk to learn the 
lesson.

Sometimes wisdom is 
simply watching someone 
else come out of  the woods 
holding tomato juice.

5. The Personal Applica-
tion

Let’s get honest.
Where are we poking?
A re  we  p o k i n g  o u r 

health?
Our temper?
Our marriage?
Our integrity?
Our faith?
Are we flirting with 

habits that will absolutely 
spray us?

Because life is patient—
but it is not fooled.

You can ignore the skunk 
for a while.

You can pretend it isn’t 
there.

You can convince your-
self  you’re different.

But eventually, reality re-
leases its fragrance.

6. Final Thought
There is humor in this, 

yes.
Because we have all 

walked out of  the woods at 
some point

wondering why everyone 
else is backing away slowly.

But there is also wisdom.
Before you poke—pause.
Ask:
“What is this likely to 

produce?”
Because the results are 

rarely mysterious.
If  you want roses, plant 

roses.
If  you want peace, prac-

tice peace.
If  you want respect, live 

respect.
And if  you insist on pok-

ing a skunk…
Well.
At least buy tomato juice 

in advance.

A parable - 
‘Poking a Skunk’

Frank Odell was an English 
Teacher 30 years, MN State 
Fair Food vender 27 yrs, 
and P.B. Toastmaster of Year 
2020 - 2021

Quote of  the week

“When anyone tells me I can’t 
do anything … I’m just not 

listening any more.”
— Florence Griffith Joyner

Quote of  the week

“The five S’s of  sports 
training are: stamina, speed, 
strength, skill, and spirit; but 

the greatest of  these is 
spirit.” — Ken Doherty
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STAPLES AREA MEN’S CHORUS

PRESALE TICKETS ONLY!
BUY BEFORE MARCH 28!

TICKETS:
$25

THE TIMBERS EVENT CENTER
1220 2nd Ave. NE, Staples

MARCH 21, 2026
Doors 
Open 

6:00 p.m.

Concert 
starts 

7:00 p.m.

w
11-12c

Let There Be

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THESE BUSINESSES, ANY SAMC MEMBER OR Scan the Code

Mar. 5
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main 
campus in Staples. Meet 
at the main entrance. For 
more information about 
this free program, visit 
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Mar. 6
Women’s oPen aa Recov-

eRy meeting Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free 
Methodist Church (lower 
level), 33 Wellwood St. E. 
Motley. All women welcome.

Mar. 8
celebRate RecoveRy gRouP 

meetings  Sundays, 6 p.m., 
at Motley Free Methodist 
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E., 
Motley.

Mar. 10
th e mo t l e y hi s t o R i ca l 

society   will hold its first 
meeting of  2026 on Tuesday, 
March 10, 1 p.m., at the Mot-
ley City Hall. All are wel-
come to attend. Will be dis-
cussing upcoming events 
for the year.

exPeRience stRength anD 
hoPe aa gRouP mtgs in sta-
Ples   Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., 
at Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. For info., 
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mark Your 
CalendarMenu

Senior Nutrition 
Program

Call mornings (218-979-4118) 
the Thursday before to reserve 
next week’s meal(s) and cur-
rent suggested donation info. 
LSS Meals - traditional older 
adult menu. Menu is subject to 
change.

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00 
a.m.,with meal reservations. 

Staples
218-979-4118

March 9 - 13
monDay - Chef’s choice, 

veggie of  the day, fruit of  
choice, dessert of  the day, 
wheat bread, marg., 1% 
milk.

tuesDay - Swedish meat-
balls, mashed potatoes, 
brown gravy, mixed veg-
gies, dinner roll, marg., 
chocolate chip cookie, 1% 
milk.

WeDnesDay - Pork roast/
gravy, candied yams, green 
beans, wheat bread, marg., 
vanilla pudding/topping, 
1% milk.

thuRsDay - Chicken Alfre-
do, peas/carrots, hot spiced 
apples, dinner roll, marg.,  
1% milk.

FRiDay - Cheese omelet, 
turkey sausage, red diced 
potatoes, diced peach cup, 
blueberry muffin, marg., 
ketchup, 1% milk.

wk11

Mike Blessing of Staples, left, was 
the first person to stop by the Staples 
World’s new location Feb. 27, there to re-
new his subscription. Longtime employ-
ee Kathy Odden, often the first person to 

greet people at the door, is happy to con-
tinue helping customers at the newspa-
per’s new location. Other familiar faces at 
the Staples World are employees Janice 
Winter, Mark Anderson and Dawn Timbs. 

First customer at the new location

For 75-plus years, 
the Staples World news-
paper was located at 224 
4th St. NE in Staples. The 
brick building, the work 
space for 11 employees 
at one time, was built 
in 1950. As of Feb. 27, 
the newspaper has re-
located down the block, 
across from the Staples 
Theatre. The World’s four 
employees are still on 
staff, and its phone num-
ber remains 218-894-
1112. Below, Managing 
Editor and owner Mark 
Anderson moves a shelf 
to the new work space. 
(Staples World photos by 
Dawn Timbs)

End of an era

The 
Staples World 
thanks you for 
your continued 

support
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“Thank You to Those Who Help the Bereaved”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Adult Bible Study ..........................6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service ...................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org 
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
Pastor Joshua Jeresek
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and Bible Class ...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA ....................218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com
 Sunday Worship ............................8:30 a.m.

Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA ................................ 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn                  Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Saturday .......................................4:00 p.m.

St. Michael
280 1st Ave S, Motley.................218-894-2296
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday .................10:30 a.m. (May  -  Nov.)
 Saturday .................. 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
  ......................................................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
 Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
 Tillman Phagan, Kid’s & Food Shelf Pastor 
 Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
 SUNDAY
 Youth Prayer .................................9:20 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Life Groups ...................................6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 
St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW
 Vermda;e ...............................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Saturday ........................................6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass ...................................218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn and Fr. Rick Aubol
MASS:
 Sunday Service ...... 10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
 Saturday ..................4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:00 a.m.

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775
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“Time”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

We went through another time change again recent-
ly. I think we would all agree that the Spring Daylight 
Savings Time change is the most difficult of the two 
when we Spring Ahead to lose an hour. As one of our 
church leaders is often heard to say, “it gives us cause to 
pause” to think through a matter.

It’s fascinating to think about time and its source. 
Time comes from an eternal God. He is not bound by His 
gift of time as we are except for the “time” He sent His 
Son Jesus to live in our time and space some 2000 years 
ago. So it’s quite incredible to think that the timeless 
God knows what it’s like to live in time.

Furthermore, Jesus knows what it’s like to experience 
our day-to-day human reality in time. Hebrews 4:15 
(NIV) says, speaking of Jesus, “For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet he did not sin.”

Time. We sometimes feel like we just don’t have 
enough of it. I continue to have the Celtic saying under-
neath my office clock, When God made time He made 
enough of it.” So, like all of God’s gifts, we need to be 
good stewards of His gift of time. There’s a phrase in the 
Bible that calls us to “redeem the time” which means to 
make the best use of it for God’s purposes and glory.

II Corinthians 6:12 (NV) says, “I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”  Time 

continues to move forward and we live in the brief 
“now” that is the moving point between the past and 
future. A man by the name of Geoffrey Chaucer said, 
“Time and tide wait for no man.”

So, all of this can hopefully give us an opportunity to 
take to ask, “how is my use of God’s gift of time going?” 
Am I intentionally seeking God’s wisdom and direction 
in my  life? That II Corinthians 6:12 verse puts time in it’s 
eternal context by reminding us that this life is given to 
us to be in right relationship with Him. That comes by 
being “born again” as Jesus explains to Nicodemus in 
John 3:1-21.

I’m so glad that God generously hears our prayers 
like incense rising to Him. I am so glad that He is recep-
tive to prayers for physical healing. But there is a far 
greater healing needed in our lives and that is spiritual 
healing. It’s a healing of becoming in right relationship 
with Him by receiving His gift of forgiving our sins on 
the cross and then entrusting our lives to Him. That 
begins the “abundant life” of John 10:10 right now as 
well as prepares us for eternity. All of this is indeed what 
“time” here on earth now is for.

Please take some “time” to think about the place of 
God’s time in you life now, realizing that there will be an 
unknown “time” when time will be no more for us this 
side of our last breath.

To become a 
Church Directory 

supporter, 
call 218-894-

1112.

As likely all pastors do, I have notebooks full 
of past funerals that I’ve had the opportunity 
and privilege to be a part of. It’s such a vul-
nerable experience for people to go through 
their loved one’s death and now funeral. (I like 
the growing trend of calling the gathering, “A 
Celebration of Life”).

In each time from the dying process, the 
death call, the funeral planning and the ser-
vice itself, I never cease to be amazed at the 
important team that God puts together each 
time. From our medical community, to our  
funeral and grave plot preparers, to our sound 
room tech staff, to church custodians and to 
our ladies who put the meals together, it’s 
a humble privilege to be a small part of the 
greater whole.

Who of us hasn’t been taken in by the ex-
treme compassion that Jesus Himself has in 
the midst of loss, pain, heartache and death? 
We see Jesus’ being moved by a widow 
whose son had died in Luke 7:11-15. After Je-

sus miraculously raised the son, you can just 
envision the tender way in which Jesus “gave 
him back to his mother” in verse 15.

Then you have Jesus in John 11 with Laza-
rus’ death. In the midst of the whole scene of 
grief, we hear those deep two words of John 
11:35, “Jesus wept.”

If you want another reminder of the com-
passion of Jesus. Please take time to savor 
Isaiah 53:4 when we hear, “Surely he has 
borne our griefs and sorrows.”

Indeed, thank you to each one of you who 
have been on people teams of walking beside 
people in their grief. How can we not mention 
our Lakewood Hospice team that often sees, 
experiences and engages more than most of 
us? Thank you.

Be a person who seeks God’s compassion, 
strength and patience to “risk” entering the 
mystery of suffering and death. God is our 
equipper and He personally walks “the valley 
of the shadow of each” with each one of us.
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9:00 a.m.

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday......................................8:30 a.m.

Father JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Father Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Father Greg Sauer

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310   
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Verndale

MASS: Saturday

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314   Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310    Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday...................................10 a.m.Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

218-631-1598
Catholic Church

218-631-1598

218-631-1598

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

30 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

Obituary
Come, help us
CELEBRATE

Gordon Martin’s
90th

Birthday!
Friday, March 6

4 to 7 p.m.
Casino Assembly

of God Church
(No gifts, please)

W10-11p

June Kaye (Underhill) 
Winter, 68, of  Pillager, 
passed away February 16, 
2026, at Essentia Health-St. 
Mary’s Medical Center in 
Duluth, following a cancer 
diagnosis, surgery and a 
short hospitalization.

A Celebration of  Life 
will be held at a later date.   

June was born May 6, 
1957 to Chester Underhill, 
Jr. and Rena E. (Orvis) 
Underhill in Wadena. She 
was a graduate of  Motley 
High School, Class of  1976. 
She completed secretarial 
training and earned her 
LPN Degree from Central 
Lakes College - Brainerd. 
She worked for many years 
in home health and group 
homes. 

June enjoyed reading, 
hand embroidery, garden-
ing and sitting outdoors 
enjoying nature. She loved 
her cats,  Charlie  and 
Baxter, as well as her para-
keets and goldfish.  

June is survived by two  
sons, Ryan Winter, Pillager, 
and Michael Winter, Sta-
ples; two sisters, Lori (Don) 
Keating, Bellevue, WA and 
Susan (Neil) Eckes, Big 
Lake. 

June was preceded in 
death by her parents, Ches-
ter Underhill, Jr. and Rena 
E. (Orvis) Underhill; grand-
parents, Chester and Roxie 
Underhill, Sr. and John 
(Jack) and Lillie Orvis.

               w11p A00006B2026MA03

June WinterOnline bir ths remOved 
at the request Of lakewOOd 
health system.

Hello World

Student Achievements

st. ClOud teChniCal & 
C O m m u n i t y  C O l l e g e  has 
announced its 2025 Fall 
S e m e s t e r  A c a d e m i c 
Achievement List. Those 
recognized for the Presi-
dent’s List earned a grade 

point average of  4.0; and 
those on the Dean’s List 
earned a grade point aver-
age of  3.5 to 3.99. Local stu-
dents include:

o Robb Odden, Dean’s 
List   

The Underwater Escape Room at the Staples Pub-
lic Library was completed Feb. 28; sharing more of the 
participants photos. The Escape Room was sponsored 
by the Staples Friends of the Library. (Submitted photos)

Escape Room held at Staples Library

Taylor England, Alyssa Moon, Rachael Biggar, Julie 
Kolodji.

Max Strickland, Amber Houselog, Jen Strickland, 
Julie Benson. 

DEADLINE
for all classified 
ads and copy is 

12 noon Friday

For the
Staples World

Life Currents Policy
To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit 

events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one 
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display 
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item 
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for 
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited 
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci) 
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday, 
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death 
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the 
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on 
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be 
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked 
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age, 
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of 
the funeral home handling the arrangements. 
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In a stunning display of  
wrestling prowess, every 
Staples-Motley wrestler in 
the state individual tour-
nament earned a medal for 
placing in the top six in 
their weight bracket. The 
Cardinals had 11 wrestlers 
qualify for the individual 
tournament, but Beau Carl-
son was unable to wrestle 
due to an injury.

Garrett Bjerga won the 
state title at 107 pounds, 
Gage Bjerga won at 139 and 
Colbe Tappe was the 160 
pound champion. Eli Gre-
enwaldt made it to the state 
final at 145 pounds, but lost 
to an undefeated three time 
state champion to place 
second.

The other medal winners 
were: Caden Kramer 3rd, 
121; Cayden Neisen 4th, 133; 
Riley Reese 4th, 172; Luke 
Bjerga 6th, 189; Zach Tabatt 
4th, 215; Adrian Gomez 4th 
285.

Garrett Bjerga
The 107 pound class 

shaped up to be a three 
person race with Garrett 
Bjerga and two other star 
wrestlers. Bjerga had the 
number one seed so he only 
needed to face one of  them, 
whoever won the semifinal. 
He knew one of  the two 
would be there at the end, so 
he focused on one match at 
a time.

With two pins and an 11-2 
win, Bjerga reached the final 
easily. When he learned his 
opponent would be Tyson 
Meagher of  Paynesville, he 
could finally focus on that 
final.

“I went back and watched 
the videos of  the last two 
times I wrestled him,” said 
Bjerga. “I found a few things 
that I could do better.”

He took that knowledge 
into the match, but there 
were still no takedowns in 
the first period. Meagher 
chose down in the second 
period and as he tried a roll 
to escape, Bjerga caught 
him and turned him over for 
a four point near fall.

“It felt good to get that 
four, it was really a sense 
of  relief,” said Bjerga, after 
their previous matches 
were decided by one point.

He continued to ride it 
out for the rest of  the period 
and took that 4-0 lead into 
the final period. He was 
given an escape and spent 
the third period playing 
defense. 

“I was doing a little stall-
ing,” said Bjerga, and it 
cost him one point. But at 
the end, Meagher went for a 
desperate lunge and Bjerga 
got on top for a takedown 
and earned his first state 
championship with an 8-1 
win.

Gage Bjerga
Gage Bjerga came into 

the tour nament ranked 
number one, with not a lot 
of  competition apparent.

“I was pretty confident 
after looking at my bracket, 
but it played out differently 
than I expected.”

None of  the top seeds 
made it through, as Isaac 
Rodrique z  of  Jackson 
County Central took out the 
number two and number 
three seeds.

Bjerga had wrestled 

Rodriguez last year and 
won with a pin. This year 
he was just as good, scor-
ing two takedowns and two 
near falls in the first period. 
With another near fall in the 
second period, Bjerga won 
his second state title with a 
16-1 technical fall.

“It was nice to dominate 
all the way through the 
bracket,” he said.

Bjerga is not done wres-
ling this year, he said he 
plans to enter some national 
tournaments in both free-
style and Greco-Roman 
wrestling.

Colbe Tappe
As returning state cham-

pion and number one seed, 
Colbe Tappe saw a potential 
hazard early in the tourna-
ment. In the second round, 
he faced Mason Javers of  
Minneota.

“Going in, I thought he 
would be the best opponent 
in the bracket,” said Tappe. 

“I had to get up early in 
the morning and get ready 
for what was likely a state 
championship match in the 
second round.”

After sparring for much 
of  the first period, Tappe 
got in to grab a leg and came 
around for a solid takedown. 
Javers earned the escape 
and the first period ended 
3-1. Each wrestler earned 
their escape in the next two 
periods, but there was no 
more scoring.

“I wasn’t stalling, he just 
has good defense and was 
hard to get to,” said Tappe. 

“He found my weakness and 
used it.”

Tappe survived a flurry 
at the end and came away 
with a 4-2 win.

Tappe scored a 13-1 major 
decision in the semifinal 
and faced Mark Schiefel-
bein of  Kimball in the final.  
He had the same plan as his 
semifinal.

“They are both tall and 
lanky wrestlers, so having a 
similar guy in the semifinal 
set me up for success in the 
final,” said Tappe.

He came through with 
a takedown and four point 
near fall in the first period. 
Two takedowns and another 
near fall gave Tappe a 20-4 
technical fall and his second 
straight state championship 
at 160 pounds.

Elijah Greenwaldt
In the first three rounds, 

Elijah Greenwaldt was 
brilliant in slicing through 
tough opponents. After 
winning by fall in the first 
round, he faced the oppo-
nent he had beaten by one 
point in the section final a 
week earlier. He was on fire 
from the beginning, never 
giving up a point and scor-
ing two takedowns and two 
near falls for a 14-0 win over 
the second seed in the tour-
nament

He was nearly as fierce 
in the semifinal, scoring 
another two takedowns 
and two near falls, but he 
gave up one late takedown 
and ended with a 16-5 major 
decision to advance to his 
first state final.

One of  the secrets to his 
run to the final was not get-
ting worried and following 
his routine.

“I just took it one match at 
a time, I didn’t look ahead to 
see who might be in the next 
round,” said Greenwaldt.

That gave him an oppor-

tunity to compose himself  
between matches. “I would 
go back to the hotel for rest-
ing and eating, I sometimes 
took a nap,” he said.

With third and fourth 
place medals from previous 
state tournaments, Green-
waldt wanted to get to the 
top.

“I’ve been wanting to get 
first place since ninth grade, 
when I got my first medal,” 
said Greenwaldt.

He had the tall task of  
facing Trey Gunderson of  
Kerkhoven-Murdock-Sun-
berg, undefeated for the 
past three seasons and two 
time state champion. Green-
waldt battled well but could 
not get in on his opponent. 
He lasted into the second 
period but ended up losing 
by technical fall.

Even though he took 
second, Greenwaldt appre-
ciated his career with two 
team gold medals and his 
individual silver medal to 
go with his other two state 
medals. 

“I’m happy and content 
with what I’ve done, and 
what we’ve done as a team,” 
said Greenwaldt.

Caden Kramer
After a 9-2 win and first 

period pin in his first two 
rounds at 121 pounds, Caden 
Kramer faced a wrestler he 
had defeated in the team 
tournament. This time he 
wasn’t able to get any take-
downs and lost 7-2. In the 
consolation bracket, he 
won 7-1 and placed third by 
defeating Hunter Katterha-
gen of  Long Prairie-Grey 
Eagle 8-1.

Cayden Neisen
Two convincing wins in 

the first two rounds brought 
Cayden Neisen to the 133 
pound semifinal, where he 
lost 10-0. In the consolation 
bracket, he won 4-2 to reach 
the third place match, but 
lost 4-1 there, receiving the 
got the fourth place medal.

Riley Reese
A single point separated 

Riley Reese from defeating 
the eventual second place 
finisher at 172 pounds. In 
the second round, Reese met 
Simon Boeckman of  Hold-
ingford, a rival he had two 
close losses to this season. 
Reese got in for the first 
takedown in the second 
period, but Boeckman got 
one right back. In the third 
period, Reese had several 
opportunities to come up 
from the bottom position, 
but never quite finished the 
reversal after grabbing a leg. 
He ended with a 5-4 loss. In 
the wrestlebacks, Reese had 
three straight wins, 16-4, 4-2 
and 10-4, reaching the third 
place match. He lost 5-2 to 
finish fourth.

Luke Bjerga
After a 4-0 win in the first 

round, Luke Bjerga faced 
returning state champion 
Kane Larson of  Fillmore/
Lanesboro. After getting 
taken down twice in the first 
period, Bjerga returned the 
takedown in the second, the 
only takedown Larson gave 
up the entire tournament, 

as he went on to repeat as 
champion. But that was all 
Bjerga could do and lost a 
21-5 tech fall.

In the wrestlebacks, 
Bjerga fell behind in his 
first match, tur ned his 
opponent in the third period 
and held it tight for a pin. 
He continued with a 4-1 win 
before dropping two close 
decisions. Bjerga lost 8-3 in 
the placing round and lost 
8-6 in the fifth place match 
to finish sixth.

Zachary Tabatt
One-point and two-point 

matches were all that sepa-
rated the top five wrestlers 
in the 215 pound weight 
class. Zachary Tabatt lost 
5-4 on a late takedown in the 
opening round to the wres-
tler who ended up in fifth 
place. He came all the way 
back through the consola-
tion bracket to get into the 
third place match, winning 
4-2, 8-1, 8-3 and 4-1, scoring 
the only takedowns in each 
match. In the third place 
match against Blake McMul-
len of  Mahnomen-Waubun, 
who had lost a one point 
match to the eventual state 
champion, Tabatt was on 
the wrong end of  a third 
period takedown and lost 
4-2 to place fourth.

Adrian Gomez
Adrian Gomez reached 

the state semifinal with a 
pin and a 2-0 win against 
one of  the larger heavy-
weights in the field. In the 
semifinal, he fell behind 10-0 
in the first period but came 
back with two takedowns of  
his own. Late in the match, 
he needed to create some 
action and went for a throw 
that didn’t work and he got 
pinned.

In the wrestlebacks, 
Gomez scored two take-
downs and a near fall to 
reach the third place match, 
where he lost 8-3 to Nick 
Becker of  Eden Valley-Wat-
kins to place fourth.

10 for 10: All wrestlers 
win an individual medal
Tappe, Bjerga & Bjerga win, Greenwaldt 2nd

The Staples-Motley girls 
basketball team was unable 
to repeat the success they 
had against Pierz in the reg-
ular season, falling 59-44 in 
the first round of  the Sec-
tion 7AA playoffs.

In the regular season 
meeting of  these two teams, 
Pierz struggled to make out-
side shots and the Cardinals 
built up a lead in the first 
half. In the playoff  game, 
Pierz made six 3-pointers 
in the first half  and were 
ahead 32-18 at halftime. 

Sophia Luna kept Sta-
ples-Motley in the game 
early on, with a three 
pointer and two short bas-

kets. 
In the second half, the 

Cardinals stayed even with 
Pierz but were not able to 
cut into the lead. Chloe 
Larson made four baskets 
and Clara Maros hit two 
3-pointers in the half. Addi-
son Potter made three shots.

The Cardinals didn’t go 
to the free throw line often 
and only made three of  nine 
shots from the stripe.

Team results
Section 7AA playoffs
SM 44, Pierz 59
Scoring: Chloe Larson 

10, Sophia Luna 10, Clara 
Maros 9, Addison Potter 8, 
Hannah Cole 4, Joci Lenk 3

Cardinal GBB 
shot down in 
playoff game

Staples-Motley wrestlers Colbe Tappe, left, and 
Zach Tabatt, right, took time before their final matches 
to relax and reflect. Tappe was waiting for the announce-

ment of his first place match and Tabatt took a moment 
after putting on his colored ankle bands. (Staples World 
photos by Mark Anderson)

Silent inspiration before wrestling

Riley Reese, right, lifts a leg before a takedown.

Luke Bjerga, left, goes toe to toe with the state champion. 

Gage Bjerga shoots in for a takedown.
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WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

HAVE YOU USED 
hair relaxer and diagnosed with uter-
ine cancer? You may be entitled 
to compensation Contact Attor-
ney Charles Johnson 800/535-5727

NOW HIRING: 
HUMAN SERVICES DIRECTOR 

Pennington County. Oversee depart-
ment operations, budget, compliance, 
and staff . Bachelors required. Salary 
$102,170–$134,805. Apply by March 9, 
2026: http://co.pennington.mn.us

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER 
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you 
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET A BREAK 
ON YOUR TAXES! 

Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L
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• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service
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Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2024 SD changed wk#41   6X10.25”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Ultimate Septic Service LLC 
David Odden - Owner/Operator 

Services:
•Septic Pumping •Jetting 

•Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic 

pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

218-296-5006
Mandi Polito
Accountant

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep • Bookkeeping • Payroll

•Financial Planning

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the
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Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

    STAPLES ASSEM-
BLY OF GOD YOUTH:  
NOW accepting dona-
tions for upcoming mis-
sions garage sale. Call 
Kathy at 218-296-1647 for 
drop off  or pick up.                 
                                    8-17c

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

GaraGe SaleS
701

Real estate
602

Apartments for 
Rent

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

Prairie View Neighborhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES  

FOR SALE IN STAPLES
• TWO STALL GARAGES
• LANDSCAPED YARDS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098

MIKE IVES REALTY
www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

2 NEW
HOMES NOW
AVAILABLE

seRvices & 
employment

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE 
SERVICE, Staples, Since 
1978: Snow Removal, Fire-
wood Sales. 218-894-2871.  
 50tfc

FoR sale
610

Parcel for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWN-

ER: Luann McGrane for 
$85,225. Tenants in com-
mon with 3 other siblings. 
1/4 parcel 01-0035600. Con-
tact daughter, Christine, 
POA, 218-639-3173.       51tfp 
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Managing Editor

“Two is way better than 
one,” Staples-Motley senior 
Colbe Tappe said about 
repeating as state wrestling 
champions on Feb. 26, 2026.

“This is what we do it for,” 
said Tappe.

As  the  number  one 
ranked team all season and 
the number one seed, the 
Cardinals were confident 
they could win, but were 
wary.

“There were more nerves 
this year, being the top 
ranked team with everyone 
going after you,” said senior 
Riley Reese.

Chatfield did put up a 
fight in the championship 
match before being over-
whelmed by the six seniors 
and seven other high-
level wrestlers on the Sta-
ples-Motley team. The final 
score was 41-14, a larger 
margin than the state cham-
pionship win last season.

“We’re in the history 
books now as back to back 
champions,” said senior 
Elijah Greenwaldt. “We’ll 
be on the wall back home 
and everyone can come 
back to look at it.”

This was the first back to 
back title for Staples-Motley 
since 1986, when the Staples 
Cardinals completed their 
fifth straight state title.

The seniors on this 
year’s team grew up learn-
ing about those teams and 
started forming the idea 
that they could also achieve 
the feat. 

“We were pretty solid in 
NYWA (youth) wrestling, 
we were the top Class A 

team in the state,” said 
Tappe. We were thinking we 
might be able to win state 
when we got older.”

That dream became a 
vision when they started 
getting state level success.

“When we beat Holdin-
gord in the section final 
two years ago, we realized 
we could win state,” said 
senior Adrian Gomez.

Although they finished 
second that year, they had 
another year to plan their 
championship.

“The coaches we have 
now were a part of  that 
group who won champion-
ships,” said senior Luke 
Bjerga. “They knew what it 
takes to get us to that level.”

Senior Turner Beachy 
said team unity is another 
key to their success.

“We’re a solid team, we 
mesh well,” said Beachy. 

“We came back as a team 
and wrestle all our matches 
together. It’s been a great 
season and I’ll miss wres-
tling with my boys.”

Staples-Motley 60, 
Kenyon-Wanamingo 9

As the number one seed, 
Staples-Motley drew an 
unseeded team in the first 
round. Kenyon-Wanamingo 
has three stars and a few 
more good wrestlers. Two 
of  their stars won, but the 
Cardinals only gave up a 
couple of  bonus points.

The third star was taken 
out by Caden Kramer, who 
built up a 7-0 lead before 
winning with a fall in the 
third period. After those 
lower weight matches, the 
Cardinals won nine straight. 

One notable match was 
Beau Carlson winning with 

a technical fall against one 
of  the good wrestlers. He 
got the win but also was 
injured which kept him out 
of  the rest of  the tourna-
ment.

Staples-Motley 63, 
Jackson County 

Central 3
After shutting out Jack-

son County Central last 
year, the Cardinals still 
matched up well and won 
all but one match in their 
state semifinal.

Justin Olson sparked the 
team with an overtime win 
at 114 pounds, and the rout 
was on. The only loss was 
Cooper Tappe replacing 
Beau Carlson at 152 pounds. 
Tappe built a 5-1 lead against 
a wrestler who went on to 
place second in the individ-
ual state tournament. But 
he was taken down twice in 
the final period to lose 9-7.

Staples-Motley 41, 
Chatfield 14

The state champion-
ship match was the third 
straight between the Cardi-
nals of  Staples-Motley and 
the Gophers of  Chatfield, 
with the teams splitting the 
first two.

The match started out 
with Garrett Bjerga facing 
one of  the top 107 pounders 
in the state, each wrestler 
coming in with just one loss.

Bjerga seemed to have 
better opportunities but 
no takedowns were scored 
in the first period. Bjerga 
earned his escape in the 
second, then attempted 
to ride out the third. He 
avo i d e d  s eve r a l  c l o s e 
attempts and held on des-
perately until the buzzer to 

win 1-0.
But Chatfield had a 

string of  top level wrestlers 
coming up and won the next 
three to take the lead back. 
However, Justin Olson, 
Caden Kramer and Turner 
Beachy only gave up two 
bonus points between them 
so the score was only 11-3.

C ay d e n  N e i s e n  g o t 
things back on track with a 
5-4 decision over a wrestler 
who went on to place third 
in the individual tourna-
ment. Gage Bjerga followed 
that up with a technical fall 
and Greenwaldt scored a 
fall at 145 pounds to make 
the team score 17-11.

“Cayden and Gage started 
us on a roll and I kept it 
going,” said Greenwaldt.

Cooper Tappe held a 
state wrestler to a regular 
three point decision at 152, 
and Staples-Motley won the 
final five weights convinc-
ingly. Colbe Tappe had a pin, 
Riley Reese scored a 22-5 
technical fall, Luke Bjerga 
won 13-2, Zach Tabatt won 
8-2 and Adrian Gome z 
capped the state title with a 
first period pin.

“We wrestled like this all 
season. We expected to win, 
we were not going to take 
anything less than taking 
first,” said Gage Bjerga. 

“We will have the same thing 
going in to next season.”

“Team comes first, we 
train that way every day,” 
said Luke Bjerga. “It feels 
cool to bring it back as a 
team.”

“It feels great, we’re one 
of  the hardest working 
teams in the state. No one 
put in more preparation,” 
said Greenwaldt.

Repeat state champions fulfill team vision

The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team finished 
the regular season with two 
wins and one loss, bringing 
them in with a 7-1 record in 
their last eight games.

The Cardinals lost at Pel-
ican Rapids 72-54 on Feb. 24, 
had two home wins, 78-41 
against Ashby and 70-45 
against Park Rapids.

T he winning streak  
pushed the Cardinals into 
the second position for Sec-
tion 8AA playoffs, earning a 
bye in the first round. They 

also finished third in the 
Heart O’ Lakes Conference.

The first playoff  game 
will be Saturday, March 7, 
at home against the winner 
of  seventh seed Thief  River 
Falls and tenth seed Roseau, 
who play on March 5.  

Section 8AA 
standings

1. East Grand Forks 2. 
Staples-Motley 3. Osakis 4. 
Perham 5. Dilworth-Glyn-
don-Felton 6. Barnesville 
7. Thief  River Falls 8. War-
road 9. Park Rapids 10. 

Roseau 11. Hawley 12. Wade-
na-Deer Creek 13. Crook-
ston 14. Menahga

Heart O’ Lakes 
Conference boys 

basketball standings
Pelican Rapids 15-1
Breckenridge 12-3
Staples-Motley 10-5
Perham 10-6
D i l w o r t h - G l y n -

don-Felton 9-7
Barnesville 7-9
Park Rapids 3-11
Frazee 2-14
Hawley 2-14

Basketball season ends 
with Cardinals near top 
of section, conference

Cardinal fans yell for their team.

Go Big Red!

Colbe Tappe

Luke Bjerga being interviewed.

Referee spots something during an injury timeout.

Turner Beachy

Cayden Neisen

Coaches Eric Kramer and Dan Bjerga anticipate the action during the team tournament.
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Staples-Motley fans of all ages were loud and proud at the state wrestling tour-
nament, packing full sections of the stands and supporting their state champion team. 
(Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Cardinals invade St. Paul

NOTICE
STAPLES TOWNSHIP 

ELECTION AND
ANNUAL MEETING

The Staples Township 
Election and Annual Meet-
ing will be held Tuesday, 
March 10, 2026 at the Staples 
Town Hall located at 25750 
490th St., Staples, MN. The 
Polling Hours are 4:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.

Positions to be filled are:
One (1) Supervisor, three 

(3) year term;
One (1) Clerk, two (2) 

year term.
Board of  Canvass will 

follow the election with the 
Annual Meeting immedi-
ately after.

Board of  Reorganiza-
tion will follow the Annual 
Meeting.

In case of  inclement 
weather, the election and  
Annual Meeting will be held 
one week later on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2026.

Bonnie Thoele, Clerk
Staples Township
                                   10-11pnc

(ABBREVIATED 
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
HIGHWAY SAFETY

IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS

Closing date:  
March 31, 2026

Sealed bids will be ac-
cepted until 10:00 am., 
March 31, 2026 by the Todd 
County Public Works Di-
rector/Engineer and Coun-
ty Auditor/Treasurer at 44 
Riverside Drive, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota 56347 for the 
following construction proj-
ects:

SP 077-070-017
6-Inch Ground-In Wet 

Reflective Multi-Compo-
nent Edge Lines

Various County Road-
ways (12.5 miles)

This is an abbreviated 
advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by 
going to the Public Works 
website at https://mn-co-
todd.app.rtvision.com/
oneoffice/bidding.

Loren Fellbaum
Todd County Public Works 
Director/Engineer
                                 11-13pnc

NOTICE
MEADOWBROOK 
TOWNSHIP 2026 

ANNUAL MEETING
 

Meadowbrook Township 
will hold its Annual Meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 10, 
2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Lead-
er Community Hall. 

In case of  inclement 
weather the Annual Meet-
ing will be held the follow-
ing Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 
same time and place. 

Ty Peterson, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
                                 10-11pnc

NOTICE
MAY TOWNSHIP 

ANNUAL MEETING
 

The May Township An-
nual Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 
7:00 p.m. at the May Town-
ship Hall.

Bianca Wyffels, Clerk
May Township
                                   11-12pnc

NOTICE 
BARTLETT TOWNSHIP 

ELECTION AND 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given to 
the voters of  Bartlett Town-
ship that the Annual Town-
ship Election will be held 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 
at the Town Hall from 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

Board of  Canvass will 
convene following the elec-
tion.

The Annual Meeting will 
begin at 8:15 p.m.

In case of  inclement 
weather the alternate date 
would be March 17, 2026.

Jan Jares, Clerk
Bartlett Township
                                     11pnc

NOTICE 
MOTLEY TOWNSHIP 

ELECTION AND 
ANNUAL MEETING 

The Motley Township 
Election and Annual Meet-
ing will be held at the Mot-
ley Township Town Hall 
Tuesday March 10, 2026. 
The polls will be open from 
5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by the board of  can-
vass and then the annual 
meeting.

Ken Swecker, Clerk
Motley Township
                                 10-11pnc

NOTICE
MOOSE LAKE 

TOWNSHIP 
2026 ANNUAL 

MEETING/
MAINTENANCE BIDS

Moose Lake Township 
will hold its annual meeting 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 
at 5 p.m. at the Leader Com-
munity Hall.

The township is now 
accepting bids for road 
maintenance and cemetery 
maintenance. Send bids 
to: Moose Lake Township 
Clerk, 5335 51st Ave. SW, 
Pine River, MN 56474.

In case of  inclement 
weather, the alternate meet-
ing date will be Tuesday, 
March 17, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 
at the Leader Community 
Hall.

Karen Roubel, Clerk
Moose Lake Township
                                10-11pnc

(ABBREVIATED 
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
2026 GRAVEL 

SURFACING PROJECT
Closing date:

March 31, 2026

Sealed bids will be ac-
cepted until 10:00 a.m., 
March 31, 2026 by the Todd 
County Public Works Di-
rector/Engineer and Coun-
ty Auditor/Treasurer at 44 
Riverside Drive, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota 56347 for the 
following construction proj-
ects:

CP 26:88
CP 26:93
This is an abbreviated 

advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by 
going to the Public Works 
website at https://mn-co-
todd.app.rtvision.com/
oneoffice/bidding.

Loren Fellbaum
Todd County Public Works 
Director/Engineer.
                                    1-13pnc

NOTICE
MORAN TOWNSHIP 

ELECTION AND 
MEETING

Notice is hereby given to 
the qualified voters of  Mo-
ran Township, County of  
Todd, State of  Minnesota 
that the Annual Election of  
Town Officers and Annual 
Town Meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2026  
at the Moran Town Hall. 

The Election Poll hours 
will be open from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m., at which time the vot-
ers will elect: 

One (1) Supervisor for a 
three (3) year term 

(Alan Halbersma or 
Write-in) 

One (1) Treasurer for a 
two (2) year term 

(Connie Becker or Write-
in)

The Board of  Canvass 
will meet March 10, 2026 at 
8 p.m. to certify the official 
election results.

The Annual Meeting will 
commence at 3 p.m. to con-
duct all necessary business 
prescribed by law.

Diane Mack, Clerk
Moran Township
                                 11-12pnc

(ABBREVIATED 
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
2026 PAVEMENT 

MARKING PROJECT
Closing date:  

March 31, 2026

Sealed bids will be ac-
cepted until 10:00 a.m., 
March 31, 2026 by the Todd 
County Public Works Di-
rector/Engineer at 44 Riv-
erside Drive, Long Prairie, 
Minnesota 56347 for the 
following construction proj-
ect:

C.P. 77-26-03
Pavement Marking Ap-

plication
Various County High-

ways (262.58 miles)
This is an abbreviated 

advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by 
going to the Public Works 
website at https://mn-co-
todd.app.rtvision.com/
oneoffice/bidding.

Loren Fellbaum
Todd County Public Works 
Director/Engineer
                                 11-13pnc

NOTICE
VILLARD TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING

The Villard Township 
Annual Meeting will be 
held Tuesday, March 10, 
2026 immediately following 
the regular monthly 7 p.m. 
meeting. This meeting will 
be held at the Eastwood Inn, 
Motley, MN. In case of  bad 
weather the Annual Meet-
ing will be held on March 
17, 2026 at 7 p.m. 

Mary Trantina-Koenig, 
Clerk
Villard Township
                                        11pnc

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF TODD

SEVENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

Court File 
No. 77-PR-26-113

Estate of
EDWARD DANIEL 

ZIEGLER, SR.,
Decedent

NOTICE OF INFOR-
MAL PROBATE OF WILL 
AND APPOINTMENT OF 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

Notice is given that an 
application for informal 
probate of  the Decedent’s 
will dated January 20, 2023 
(“Will”), has been filed with 
the Registrar. The applica-
tion has been granted.

Notice is also given that 
the Registrar has informal-
ly appointed ANGELA BEN-
ESCH whose address is 679 
Schilling Circle NW, Forest 
Lake, MN 55025, as personal 
representative of  the Estate 

of  the Decedent. Any heir, 
devisee or other interested 
person may be entitled to 
appointment as personal 
representative or may ob-
ject to the appointment of  
the personal representative. 
Unless objections are filed 
with the Court (pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes Section 
524.3-607) and the Court oth-
erwise orders, the personal 
representative has full pow-
er to administer the Estate, 
including, after 30 days from 
the date of  issuance of  let-
ters, the power to sell, en-
cumber, lease or distribute 
real estate.

Any objections to the 
probate of  the Will or ap-
pointment of  the Personal 
Representative must be filed 
with this Court and will be 
heard by the Court after the 
filing of  an appropriate pe-
tition and proper notice of  
hearing.

Notice is also given that 
(subject to Minnesota Stat-
utes Section 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims 
against the Estate are re-
quired to present the claims 

to the personal representa-
tive or to the Court Admin-
istrator within four months 
after the date of  this Notice 
or the claims will be barred.

A charitable beneficiary 
may request notice of  the 
probate proceedings be giv-
en to the Attorney General 
pursuant to Minnesota Stat-
utes Section 501B.41, subdi-
vision 5.

Dated: February 12, 2026

Lea Hippe,
Registrar

Kim Peterson
Court Administrator

Attorney for Applicant
Name: Virginia Ryan, 
Attorney at Law 
Street: 600 
Inwood Ave N #130
City, State, ZIP: Oakdale, 
MN 55128 
Attorney License No: 403030 
Telephone: 651-631-0616
FAX: 651-386-0024
Email: 
virginia@virgielaw.com
                                    10-11pnp

PUBLIC 
NOTICES:
Your Right 

to Know
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Leah Greenwaldt lost 
her first match at the state 
wrestling tournament, but 
came all the way back to 
reach the podium with a 
sixth place finish. It was the 
first state medal earned by 
a Staples-Motley girls wres-
tler.

Kana Reese and Annika 
Tureson both won their first 
match, but were eliminated 
after losing their next two 
matches.

For all three wrestlers, 
the first Staples-Motley 
girls to qualify for state, it 
was a learning experience.

“It was overwhelming, 
the bright lights and all the 
people. But once you get 
there, it’s just a wrestling 
match,” said Greenwaldt.

Reese had a similar reac-
tion. 

“You see everyone there, 
al l  the people  around 
the stadium,” said Reese. 

“That’s when you realize 
you’ve made it.”

Tureson felt the magni-
tude of  the event.

 “You feel so small, it’s so 
big and you’re just a small 
person,” said Tureson.

But instead of  shrinking, 
the girls realized this was 
a moment for them to seize. 
All three wrestlers agreed 
the state tournament was 
an empowering experience.

“It was powerful,” said 
Greenwaldt, “you started to 
feel that you could do it.”

The girls also learned 
the unseen structure of  the 
state tournament, like the 
warmup area under the sta-
dium seats where the wres-
tlers warm up before their 
matches.

“There’s so many good 
wrestlers down there, it was 
amazing to know that we 
were a part of  it,” said Gre-
enwaldt.

When it was time for 
their matches, the wres-
tlers were led out of  the 
under-stadium staging area 
into the stadium. 

“ G o i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e 
tunnel felt special, it made 
you feel tough,” said Green-
waldt.

Kana Reese
Reese was the first Car-

dinal to take the mat in her 
100 pound match. 

“Once you’re on the mat, 
you just have to wrestle and 
stick to what you know,” 
said Reese.

Against a seeded opppo-
nent, Natalee Friedrichs of  
Sauk Centre-Melrose, Reese 
started with a flurry, scor-
ing an early takedown and 
turning it into two near falls 
for an 11-0 lead. Her oppo-
nent chose the top position 
in the second period and 
Reese didn’t  allow a turn 
but also didn’t get an escape.

In the third period, Reese 
started on top and survived 
a wild comeback that cut 
the score to 11-10. In the 
final 10 seconds, she got 
an escape and held on for 
the 12-10 win, the first Sta-
ples-Motley victory in the 
girls state tournament.

In the second round, 
Reese was pinned by the 
eventual third place med-
alist, dropping her to the 
consolation bracket. In 
a low scoring match, she 
eventually got pinned and 
was eliminated from the 

bracket.

Annika Tureson
I n  t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d , 

Tureson faced Asia Brown 
of  Shakopee for a small 
school vs. big school show-
down in the 170 pound 
bracket. Tureson was wor-
ried about her competition, 
but she remembered the 
advice her grandfather Bill 
Finn gave her, “Everyone 
can be beat.”

Tureson star ted the 
match with two takedowns 
and a near fall, going up 10-0. 
In the second period, she 
scored another takedown 
and turned it into a pin to 
advance in the bracket.

In the quarterfinals, she 
lost to the eventual fourth 
place finisher and then lost 
in the wrestlebacks to finish 
out of  the medal round.

Leah Greenwaldt
In the first round at 112 

pounds, Greenwaldt started 
slowly, getting taken down 
twice. She had a spark of  
momentum with a take-
down in the third period 
that cut the score to 8-6. But 
she had to make a move at 
the end of  the match and 
ended up getting taken 
down for a 12-6 loss.

Coach Holton Truax said 
Greenwaldt took the loss 
hard and was struggling 
with the situation, with 
the new state tournament 
schedule having her wait 24 
hours before the next indi-

vidual match.
“We got her head right 

and she was ready to go the 
next day,” said Truax.

With a 13-4 win in her first 
wrestleback and a fall in the 
next round, Greenwaldt 
was one match away from 
entering the medal rounds, 
but had a huge obstacle 
in Mariah Remer of  Mille 
Lacs, who Greenwaldt had 
wrestled nine times and had 
never won. She did have 
some hope after keeping it 
to a decision at the section 
final three weeks earlier.

It was another close 
battle between the two, 
with no scoring in the first 
period. Greenwaldt started 
on the bottom in the second 
period and worked for a 
minute and 30 seconds to 
earn a reversal for a 2-0 lead. 

In the third period, Gre-
enwaldt scored a quick 
takedown and rode out 1:45 
to win 5-0. That assured her 
of  a medal and she cele-
brated with coaches Truax 
and Steve Jennissen.

In the next round, Gre-
enwaldt faced the even-
tual third place winner 
and didn’t have much of  
a response before getting 
pinned. In the fifth place 
match, Greenwaldt had sev-
eral opportunities to score, 
but never ended up on top, 
falling 6-2 to place sixth.

“My nerves got the best 
of  me in that last match,” 
said Greenwaldt.

Greenwaldt wins first 
girls state medal
Tureson, Reese both win matches to advance

Kana Reese, right, starts the Staples-Motley era at state wrestling. Below, she 
turns her opponent.

Annika Tureson gets behind her opponent for a takedown.

Leah Greenwaldt looks to the referee to see if this is a pin.

Leah GreenwaldtCoaches Chris Dobson and Holton Truax.Coaches Holton Truax and Steve Jennissen


