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Middle School play set for May 15 and 16

The cast and crew of the Sta-
ples-Motley Middle School play are excit-
ed to perform, “The Somewhat True Tale
of Robinhood” May 15 and 16, at Centen-
nial Auditorium in Staples. Pictured, front
row from left: Cadence Pruitt, Kai Best-
land, Danielle Hanson, Landon Ziegler,
Brooke Georges, Lilah Dottenwhy, Lydia

Tkalcich. Middle row, Jackson Vangsness,
Matthew Jewison, Jackson Bitzer, Caleb
Bestland, Angelina Paklonsky, Annabella
Hurtig, Kade Ingersoll. Back row, Alivia
Bingham, Anna Zolotoryova, Talia Graves,
Rose Roberts, Allison Hoppe, Corvyn
Mudek, Ava Kroll. (Staples World photo
by Dawn Timbs)

Staples-Motley Middle School
to perform “The Somewhat
True Tale of Robin Hood”

The Staples-Motley
Middle School will perform
the comedy, “The Somewhat
True Tale of Robin Hood”
at Centennial Auditorium
in Staples Friday, May 15, 7
p.m., and Saturday, May 16,
1 p.m. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door.

According to a synopsis
of the story, “The Somewhat
True Tale of Robin Hood’
written by Mary Lynn
Dobson, is a silly, fourth-
wall breaking retelling of

the story with just a few
liberties taken from the

original...including an ego-
centric Robin Hood, a bowl-

ing sheriff of Nottingham
and a little extra help from
the play’s production team.

The show is directed by
SM High School seniors
Brynn Bestland and Cecily
Moe, both of whom have a
lot of experience in theater
and performing arts. After

learning there were no vol-

unteers to direct the middle

school play this year, Best-
land and Moe asked permis-
sion to take on this role, as
they wanted to make sure
this tradition continued.

Aaron Carter, Sta-
ples-Motley math teacher,
is helping with the show.
He shared, “These students
have put in an inspiring
amount of effort putting
this together and we’re so
glad to have such a talented
group.”

You will notice the delivery of your newspaper will be one to two days
later due to new postal delivery regulations implemented by the
federal government April 25, 2026 and made effective with the April
29, 2026 issue of the Staples World. You will receive your Staples
World newspaper one to two days later than usual as only one postal
truck will be available in Staples. The Staples World regular
publication date will remain on Wednesdays.
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This Week’s Forecast

High Low Cond.
May6 48 30 Cloudy
May7 59 30 P Cloudy
May8 64 35 P Cloudy
May9 60 37 P Cloudy
May 10 57 36 P Cloudy
May 11 65 40 M. Sunny
May 12 70 45 Cloudy

Last Year, 2025
High Low Cond.

May6 81° 50 Sunny
May7 67 51 Sunny
May8 73 36 Sunny
May9 81 54 Sunny
May 10 75 46 M. Sunny
May 11 91 62 Sunny
May12 90 64 Sunny

Average Temps:
H=64"°Low =42°

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher
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Hanson’s role as EDA
Director starts by
making connections

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

Jim Hanson became
familiar with Staples and

Motley while living in south-

ern Minnesota. Now as
the new Staples Economic
Development Director, he is

learning more about the his-
tory and the business lansd-

cape of Staples.
For history, he has a copy
of Margaret Andersons

Northside/Southside his-
tory book. For modern hap-

penings, he is taking in a lot
of information.

“I’ll talk to anybody, I want
to get a feel for what’s going
on locally,” said Hanson.

At his first Staples City
Council meeting, Hanson
said “Staples is a unique
community. I grew up in a
town of similar size in Iowa
that didn’t have anything
close to what Staples offers

economically, education-

ally or health care wise. It’s
truly a gem up here.”
Hanson doesn’t have
plans for big changes yet as
he is still learing about the

See HANSON on page 12a

EDA starts at city hall

New Staples Economic Development Director Jim
Hanson in front of Staples City Hall, where he has his
office. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Machining program built industry
in Staples, around the state

By Mark Anderson
Publisher

Our current civiliza-
tion was made possible by
the machines that built
the framework of virtu-
ally everything we use in
our modern world. In Sta-
ples, the machine trades
expanded from an idea at
the high school level to a
college program that pro-
pelled manufacturing all
over Minnesota.

Sid Johnson and Stan
Tyrrell were students at
the beginning of this pro-
gram in the 1960s, went out
into the world and came
back to teach others. They
talked about the history
of the machine tool trades
in Staples, and how it has
expanded into multiple
industries around the state.

Johnson said the Staples
project started mainly with
three people, Dr. Reichel-
dorfer, Mike Matanich and
Duane Lund.

“They are the ones who
planted the seeds, there are
now big flowers all over the
place,” said Johnson.

Serving Your Community for 136 Years.

Johnson said originally,
there was no vocational
building at the high school,
but there was a canning
company across the street.
Matanich was instrumen-
tal in turning that building
into a vocational school, he
said.

Tyrrell said he remem-
bers Dr. Reicheldorfer was
a local physician who used
to raise orchids and built a
greenhouse for them that
became part of the high
school’s programs.

Duane Lund was the Sta-
ples School Superintendent
who used his position as
an economic development
platform. He started many
programs that brought
industry to the area.

As an instructor and
leader in the community,
Mike Matanich made the
machine trades program
happen.

“Matanich was quite a
promoter of everything,”
said Johnson.

“Matanich was a pusher,
he was a strong leader, he
made things happen,” said
Tyrrell.

Machining memories

Sid Johnson and Stan Tyrrell on the streets of Sta-
ples, remembering what the machine trades program
has done for the community.

But what made him stand
out and made the program
flourish is that Matanich
made sure they did things

the right way.
Johnson said he remem-

See MACHINES on page
12a

www.staplesworld.com
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SBDC success story:
Up North Social

By Katie Heppner
North Central Small
Business Development
Center at Central Lakes
College

Finding the Right Idea

When Saundra Krienke
moved to Crosslake five
years ago with her husband,
she wasn’t just looking for
a change of scenery. She
was looking for a place to
put down roots and become
part of a community. Like
many entrepreneurs, the
idea for her business came
quietly, while sitting in a

local coffee shop and notic-

ing what the area had, and
what it didn’t. With a strong

entrepreneurial back-

ground shaped by family
businesses, she knew she
wanted to build something
of her own. But she also
knew it had to be the right
fit, not just another busi-
ness for the sake of it.
After finding a space

that immediately felt spe-
cial, Saundra began work-

ing with the North Central

Small Business Develop-

ment Center at Central
Lakes College to test her
concept. Together, they
walked through feasibility,
costs, and what it would
truly take to open the doors.
This included a deep dive
into expenses, from large
equipment down to the
smallest details, ensuring
nothing was overlooked.
With guidance from North
Central SBDC consultant
Pam Thomsen, Saundra
refined her vision and
gained confidence in the
path forward. That early
planning work laid a strong
foundation and positioned
her for funding conversa-
tions.

Building a Unique
Experience

The concept for Up
North Social took shape
around something Saundra
personally loved: gathering
with friends over wine and
thoughtfully prepared food.
Sheleaned into the idea of a
“grazing” experience, where
customers could enjoy
curated charcuterie paired
with high-quality wine
and beer. Through market
research and conversations
with industry professionals,
she developed a model that
felt both unique and right
for the area. Her goal was to
create a space that felt like
home, where people could
slow down and connect.
That intentional approach
became a defining feature
of the business.

Fueling the Launch

As the business plan
came together, securing
the right financial sup-
port became the next step.
Through connections in
the community, Saundra

met the Brainerd Lakes
Economic Development
Corporation (BLAEDC)
team and learned about
the BLAEDC Unified Fund.
With guidance from Execu-
tive Director Tyler Glynn,
she navigated a straightfor-
ward application process
and secured approximately
$30,000 in funding. These
funds helped cover critical
startup costs like furniture
and equipment. Having
access to flexible, local
funding made a meaning-
ful difference in getting the
business of the ground.

Adapting and Growing

Since opening two years
ago, Up North Social has
continued to evolve along-
side its customers. Saundra
built strong relationships
by focusing on exceptional
service and creating a wel-
coming environment where
people felt comfortable
staying a while. When faced
with a challenging winter
season, she made a strate-
gic pivot by learning into
events and catering. This
opened up new revenue
streams and opportunities
for the business. She also
saw strong results from
using tools like Google Ads
to drive traffic and increase
visibility. The willingness
to adapt has been key to
maintaining momentum
and growth.

Saundra’s advice to
others looking to start
a business is simple but
powerful. Take the time
to understand what your
community truly needs
and don’t be afraid to ask
questions along the way.
Building relationships and
collaborating with others
can open doors you didn’t
even know existed. There
is value in learning from
those around you and lean-
ing on available resources.
With the right support and
a clear vision, it is possible
to build something that not
only succeeds, but strength-
ens the community around
it.

Entrepreneurs on Tap

If you want to hear
directly from Saundra and
learn what it really takes to
run and grow a business in
a seasonal market, there’s
an opportunity to do just
that. Join the North Central
SBDC on May 6, at 5:00 p.m.
at Up North Social for the
next Entrepreneurs on Tap,
hosted in partnership with
BLAEDC. Saundra and
Squirrelly Mama Boutique
owner Jackie Wipper will
be in the hot seat, sharing
how they make the most out
of the tourist season. It’s a
chance to learn from real
experiences, ask questions,
and walk away with ideas
you can put to work right
away.

Motley area law enforcement

Recent reports from the
Motley Police Dept. (MPD)

and Morrison County Sher-

iff’s Office MCSO) included
the following:

April 24 - Motley Police
responded to a call from a
Motley resident reporting a
border collie dog that would
not leave her property. The
responding officer made
sure the dog had water and
then took it to the Staples
Veterinarian.

April 22 - Motley Police
received a report from a
Motley resident of two
nude photos she’d received
from someone. Motley
Police then contacted the

subject who stated he’d
sent them by mistake - he
had intended to send them

to somebody else but acci-

dently sent them to her. The
subject said he felt badly
and would be sending the
woman an apology letter.

April 16 - The MCSO
received a request from
Cass County that Motley
Fire be paged regarding
a fire at the 6400 block of
71st Ave. S, Motley, in Cass
County.

April 15 - The MCSO
received a request from
Cass County to page Motley
Fire regarding a fire at
10656 State 64, in Motley.
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Staples State Bank employees reunion

Some of the Staples State Bank tellers and book-
keeping staff from the mid 1980s got together for a little
reunion at the Spot Cafe April 16. Pictured, from left,
Darla Peterson, Glennda Kotula, Nancy (Hess) Resch,

LaDonna Peterson, Sonja Cowles, Bev Swenson, Sue
Eddy, Lori Bates, Gloria Perfetti, Mazie Chapman. Ac-
cording to Bates, “Lots of laughs and memories were
shared.” (Submitted photo)

CARE Communlty breakfast enjoyed by many

The CARE Communi-
ty Meal was held at Motley
United Methodist Church
April 25, with a pancake
breakfast prepared and
served by members of the
church. BRICKS Restau-
rant in Motley donated the
scrambled eggs.

Top photo, from left,
Don Flynn, Karin Flynn
and Marinell Philipp, all of
Motley, were among the
dozens who enjoyed the
meal and visiting with oth-
ers.

The free meals,
sponsored by CARE Min-
istry, are held on a month-
ly basis to promote fel-
lowship, connection and
nourishment. The next

free meal will be held Tuesday, May 26, 4:30 - 6 p.m., at St. Michael's Church in Motley.Matanich(Staples World

photos by Dawn Timbs)

Faith Lutheran Bell Choir performs at the care center

Residents at Lakewood Health System Care Cen-
ter in Staples enjoyed listening to the music of the Faith
Lutheran Church (FLC) Bell Choir April 29, during the
dinner hour. Under the direction of Brian Sterriker, the
choir performed a variety of songs including some fa-
vorite hymns. The bell choir, from left, Sue Flaten, Lisa
Fontaine, Amanda Triepke, Sue Storbakken, Mary Mar-
quardt, Debbie Sterriker, Nancy Johnson, Wendy Sather,
Carol Larson, Logan Triepke.

Brian Sterriker shared that the bell choir was start-
ed by longtime Staples resident and FLC member Mary

Sperley. They play from September through May on
the first Sunday of the month at FLC and rehearse on
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. “Anyone is welcome to come and
play, whether or not they are a member of Faith,” the
director said. Brian Sterriker first joined the bell choir
when he was in sixth grade and continued playing with
the ensemble throughout his high school years. After
earning his Master's Degree at the University of New
Mexico, Sterriker is now a music teacher at Verndale
Public School. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)
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NCEDA corporation
members announced

North Central Economic
Development Association
(NCEDA) announces its
2026 new full corporation
members: Ryan Damlo, rep-
resenting Wadena County,
and Leah Wolkow and Can-
dace Bruder, representing
Todd County.

NCEDA full corporation
members include the follow-
ing loan board members:
Carrie Reierson, chairper-
son, Crow Wing County;
Allie Verchota, vice chair,
Crow Wing County; Quinn
Swanson, treasurer, Cass
County; Sandy Voigt, sec-
retary, Morrison County;
Diane Herold, Morrison
County; Allison Freder-
ickson, Wadena County;
Mike Paulus, alternate,
Cass County; David Ander-
son, R5DC liaison, Wadena
County; and Julie Ander-
holm, Crow Wing County,
and Paula Kampa, Morri-
son County.

“Our NCEDA mem-
bers don’t just understand
finance, they understand
our communities. Their
experience helps ensure

we’re making smart invest-
ments that support local
businesses and create last-
ing impact,” shared Stepha-
nie Barney, NCEDA director.

NCEDA'’s work is guided
by a membership of rep-
resentatives from local
government, community
organizations, private lend-
ing institutions, economic
development, and business
organizations. For a full list-
ing of NCEDA representa-
tives, visit northcentraleda.
org/about.

North Central Economic
Development Association
(NCEDA) is a nonprofit
affiliate of Region Five
Development Commission
that supports economic
growth across central
Minnesota. Through
business financing and
technical assistance, NCEDA
expands entrepreneurial
opportunities. NCEDA also
administers low-interest
homeowner loans to replace
non-compliant well water and
septic systems.

CRP enrollment open

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) today
announced that agricul-
tural producers and private
landowners can enroll in
the Grassland Conservation
Reserve Program (Grass-
land CRP) starting May 4
through May 29. USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA)
administers Grassland CRP,
a voluntary working lands
conservation program that
enables participants to con-
serve grasslands while also
continuing most grazing
and haying practices.

Grassland CRP empha-
sizes support for graz-
ing operations, plant and
animal biodiversity, and
grasslands and land with
shrubs and forbs under the
greatest threat of conver-
sion.

“Our Grassland CRP
enrollment will be compet-
itive just like our previous
enrollment periods since
we are very close to the
27-million-acre statutory
cap,” said FSA Administra-
tor Bill Beam. “Grassland
CRP is designed to strike a
balance between the impor-
tance of continued agri-

cultural productivity and
prioritizing the steward-
ship of America’s ecologi-
cally significant grasslands.
USDA continues to put
Farmers First by providing
viable economic incentives
while preserving working
lands.”

CRP is USDA’s flagship
conservation program, pro-
viding financial and techni-
cal support to agricultural
producers and landowners
who place unproductive or
marginal cropland under
contract for 10-15 years and
who agree to voluntarily
convert the land to bene-
ficial vegetative cover to
improve water quality, pre-
vent soil erosion and sup-
port wildlife habitat. The
Continuing Appropriations,
Agriculture, Legislative
Branch, Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs,
and Extensions Act extends
FSA’s authority to admin-
ister CRP through Sept. 30,
2026.

Producers and landown-
ers interested in participat-
ing in CRP should contact
theirlocal FSA county office
before the May 29 deadline.

Todd Cty. court

report

APRIL 29

Long Prairie Police

Moya Kerriomel Kent, Long Prai-
rie. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85. Driver must carry proof of
insurance when operating vehicle.
Fine $200.

MN State Patrol

Taylor Yvonne Esler, Staples.
Speed 75/65. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Zachary Allen Lenz, Browerville.
Speed 65/55. Fine $40, Fee $85.

Brooklyn Marie Meeks, Grand
Rapids. Speed 70/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Mikah James Volkmuth, Garri-
son. Speed 69/55. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Noah Timothy Bearson, Osakis.
Window restrictions, tint. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Mark D. Bjorklund, New Lenox,
IL. Speed 82/70. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Yohelly Noemy Botello Rodri-
guez, Melrose. Speed 65/55. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Catherine Elizabeth Cavalier,
Minneapolis, Speed 80/70. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Oliver Chacon-Corona, Minne-
apolis. Speed 87/70. Fine 87/70.
Fine $60. Fee $85.

Slewolu Nehemiah Deh, Hous-
ton, TX. Speed 84/70. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Anthony Dale Edland, James-
town, ND. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Dylan Gene Smith Aurelius
Fletcher, Sauk Centre. Fail to Yield
upon entering roadway. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Rachel Lea Gebert, Brandon.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Randall Curtis Hobbs, St. Louis
Park. Speed 90/70. Fine $70. Fee
$145.

Christine Jules, Moorhead.
Speed 84/70. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Reed Russell Larson, Alexandria.
Speed 91/70. Fine $70. Fee $155.

Micah James Laska, Little Falls.
Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Jeffrey Donald Otte, Sauk Centre.
Speed 78/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

August Zebastian Schroeder,
Monticello. Speed 94/70. Fine $70.
Fee $155.

Layna Jonathan Sieve, Alexan-
dria. Speed 84/70. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Erin Gallagher Steinlage, Min-
neapolis. Speed 82/70. Fine $50.

Fee $85.

Mariah Mae Sturm, Fargo, ND.
Speed 89/70. Fine $60. Fee $85.

Chad W. Thompson, Crystal
Lake, IL. Speed 92/70. Fine $70.
Fee $155.

Stephanie Marie Trejo, Alexan-
dria. Speed 65/60. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Ronald Patrick Verant, Alexan-
dria. Speed 74/60. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Rhonda Lee Weiand, Horace,
ND. Hands free law. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Jeffrey Michael Wilkinson, Pinck-
ney, MI. Speed 65/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Staples Police Dept.

Jasiah Jay Paskewitz, Staples.
Driver must carry proof of insurance
when operating vehicle. Fine $200.
Fee $85.

Andrew Edward Schumacher,
Randall. Duty to drive with due care-
speed greater than reasonable. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriffs Dept.

Dalton Alex Chance Butler, Brow-
erville. Speed 64/55. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Brooks Jacobson Kaltenheuser,
Bertha. Driving after revocation. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Wendy Kay Morgan, Andover.
Speed 74/60. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Addison Mae Roering, Osakis.
Duty to drive with due care-speed
greater than reasonable. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Catherine Rose Schmiesing,
Sauk Centre. Speed 81/55. Fine
$100. Fee $185.

Terry Lee, Jr. Sletten, Long Prai-
rie. Speed 85/60. Fine $70. Fee
$155.

The following cases were heard
before Judge Heidi L. Hovis Seventh
District Court in Todd County April
22, 2026.

Rodney Michael Ortloff, Motley.
Obstruct legal process-interfere w/
Peace Officer. Dismissed. Driving
after cancellation. Dismissed. Traf-
fic-DWI-refuse to submit to chemical
test; breath or test refusal or failure.
Sentenced. Local confinement (364
days, stay O yr 0 mo 362 days for
2 yr credit for time served: 2 days).
Supervised probation, 2 yr. Fine
$600. Fee $180.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court
in Todd County April 21, 2026.
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75 Years Aco- 1951

o May 3, 1951 - What will
prove to be educational for
the members of the high
school senior class of Sta-
ples, was the election of
Miss Helen Amundson as
mayor of Staples, to offici-
ate over the city of Staples
on Tuesday, May 8. Miss
Amundson, treasurer of the
student council, was the suc-
cessful candidate to win the
election. Others in the race
for the mayor’s seat were
Dick Randgaard, Thomas
Hahn, Elaine Thompson,
Barbara Batcher and Joan
Koval. Miss Amundson led
the race in the election by
a large majority. Her elec-
tion to the office of Mayor
gives her the power, with
the sanction of the alder-
men, or councilmen elected
to make the appointments
for the day, which she has

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -

already done.

o May 3, 1951 - Duane
Lund, vocational guidance
instructor of the Staples
high school was unani-
mously elected chairman
of the Minnesota Young
Republican League at the
election held April 28, held
in St. Paul Hotel.

Serving with Mr. Lund,
as chair-woman of the YRL
will be Miss Janice Streiss-
guth, an attorney of New
Ulm.

o May 3, 1951 - The final
count on the nine-day crow
shoot sponsored by the two
teams of the Staples sports-
men’s club is not available
at this time due to the fact
that some of the hunters
have not turned in their
crow feet for credit at this
time.

However, it is reported
that more than 250 crows
have been shot, so far as the
count is available, but it is
expected that this figure
will be topped when all
hunters have made their
final returns.

The pancake breakfast
sponsored by the club was
successful, and a great deal
of thanks goes to Ralph
Martin who gave of his time
and service to fry the pan-
cakes for the large crowd at
the breakfast last Sunday
morning.

° May 3, 1951 - Mrs. J. E.
Holmaquist, who lives west
of Staples, had a pleasant
surprise Friday afternoon
when Mr. and Mrs. O. H.
Russell of Gretna, Loui-
siana arrived to spend the
weekend with her and her
husband.

The Russells were
enroute to Canada, where
he has a job with the R.E.A.
and stopped off to visit Mrs.
Holmquist, who until last
weekend had only been a
pen pal of Mrs. Russell’s.

The pen pal friendship
started quite awhile ago
when Mrs. Russell was
attracted by an article in a
Lutheran Magazine, which
Mrs. Holmquist, a longtime
correspondent for the Sta-
ples world, had written.

o May 3, 1951 - The Dis-
trict Prayer Conference
held at the Oylen church last
Monday was well attended
by a large crowd. Almost
a church full attended the
Monday night service. Rewv.
Lloyd VanStone of Texas,
was the main speaker for
the evening. Mrs. Thomas
Jones was at the piano.

50 Years Aco - 1976
o April 29, 1976 - On
April 22, the Bicentennial

Wednesday, May 6, 2026
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flag was presented to the
Sacred Heart school in
Staples. Accepting the flag
for the school was Mrs.
Bernardine St. Pierre and
the members of the Sixth
Grade class. The flag was
presented to the school by
Dr. John Gorton on behalf
of the Sacred Heart Council
of the Knights of Columbus
of this city.

o April 29, 1976 - Three
persons will be seeking the
two posts on the Board of
Education of Independent
School District No. 793,
Staples, as filings came to
a close at 5 p.m. Tuesday,
April 27.

Filings for the posts
were Robert Nurnberger Jr.
and the two incumbents, C.
Richard Longbella and Dr.
Robert J. Mayhew.

o April 29, 1976 - The
Motley American Legion
Post No. 124 and Auxiliary
voted for their Boy and
Girl Staters at the regular
monthly meeting April 22.

Lori Underhill is the
Girls State delegate; Jim
Thompson, Boys state dele-
gate. Jody Boedigheimer is
the alternate to Girls state
and Jim Griebel is the alter-
nate to Boys State.

o April 29, 1976 - The
Junior Class of Motley High
school is hard at work on
the hillbilly farce “Hail the
Hunkering Hero” by Donald
Payton. This years’ cast is
one of the largest the direc-
tor, Pamela Sachs, remem-
bers working with in her
years at Motley.

The play itself con-
cerns the antics of Clifford
Schnorkel, alias James
Thompson, the hillbilly boy
who goes off to college to
play football. His parents,
Paw and Maw, are portrayed
by Gary Blake and Billie
Rosler. His college coach,
Dennis Geurts, and his side-
kick, Mike Emery, add to
the humor of the situation.
Schnorkel is pursued by a
bevy of beautiful college
girls including Verna Huff,
Lori Underhill, Betty Her-
mann, Caroline Swecker
and Amy Bell. Brenda Frisk
is the student director of
the play.

25 Years Aco - 2001

° May 3, 2001 - What

keeps Sandy Odden going?
Every day she faces a
roomful of eager fourth
graders and every day she
is able to smile and keep a
positive twist on everything
she does and everything she

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
1980. Do you know who these people are and perhaps
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

says.

“These kids are my job.
It’s my job to be there for
them, to advocate for kids,
to be a child advocate. I will
defend my kids to the end.”

The fourth grade teacher
at Staples Elementary was
named the 2001 Teacher
of the Year last month for
the Staples Motley School
District. She is a 25-year
veteran of teaching from
Alaska to Minnesota and
relies on her experience vir-
tually every day as unique
situations arise.

o May 3, 2001 - Two former
Staples Motley golfers are
leading the Central Lakes
College women’s team to
the National Community
College golf Tournament in
OKklahoma.

Tricia Jasmer and Becky
Schornack, both of Staples,
are members of the Raid-
ers squad that qualified for
the national tournament
by success achieved during
the regular collegiate golf
season last fall.

Jasmer and Schornack
are sisters. “They’re both
fundamentally impressive
golfers,” said Coach Jim
Russell.

o May 3, 2001 - For the
second year in a row, the
Staples Motley High School
baseball team claimed the
title at the Park Rapids
baseball tournament.

o May 3, 2001 - A Giovan-
ni’s Pizza shop is coming to
Staples, with the purchase
of the former Cardinal Cafe

building by a Brainerd cor-
poration.

Thor Thorson, one of the
principal owners of Giovan-
ni’s in Brainerd, said the
new owner is Giovanni’s
Pizza of Staples, a lim-
ited visibility partnership
that includes himself, Tom
Hofius and Shawn and Fran
O’Rourke.

They hope to be open for
business by mid-June, fol-
lowing some re-modeling.
Shawn and Fran O’Rourke
will be the managing part-
ners of the Staples Giovan-
ni’s. They are moving to
Staples and buying a home.

10 Years Aco-2016

o May 5, 2016 - Emily
(Shake) Tholl and her
mother, Shirley Shake,
Leader area, are both thank-
ful for the opportunity to be
a mom, and for the lessons
learned from their mothers
when they were younger.
They look forward to cele-
brating Mother’s Day May
8, as well as Shirley’s 93rd
birthday May 6.

02016 - “Children don’t
need to be told how to be
creative, give them a crayon
and some paper and they
know what do do,” said
Pam Collins, a Staples artist
who will be the judge of the
Freshwater Education Dis-
trict/National Joint Powers
Alliance Art Show May 12-13
at Centennial Auditorium.

Guadalupe Castillo, Long Prai-
rie. DWI-Fourth degree driving while
impaired. Dismissed. Traffic-DWI-op-
erate motor vehicle-alcohol con-
centration 0.08 within 2 hours.
Sentenced. Local confinement (90
days, stay O yr 0 mo 89 days for 1
yr credit for time served: 1 day).
Supervised probation, 1 yr. Fine
$350. Fee $75. DWI-operate motor
vehicle under influence of alcohol.
Dismissed.

Ronald Williams Jr. Wethington,
Fergus Falls. Driving after cancel-
lation-inimical to public safety. Sen-
tenced. Local confinement (364
days, stay O yr 0 mo 334 days for
2 yr credit for time served: 24 days.
Supervised probation, 2 yr.

Ronald William Jr. Wethington,
Fergus Falls. Driving after cancella-
tion. Sentenced. Local confinement
(32 days credit for time served: 32
days). Fine $50. Fee $75. Speed
73/55. Dismissed.

Whyatt Clarence Stevens, Deer

Creek. Liguor consumption by
person under 21. Dismissed. Open
bottle - 18 or older (passenger). Sen-
tenced. Fine $300. Fee $75.

The following cases were heard
before Judge Heidi L. Hovis Seventh
District Court in Todd County April
20, 2026.

Colson Charles, Long Prairie. 3rd
degree-refusal to test. Dismissed. 4th
degree driving under the influence of
alcohol, Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (90 days, stay O yr 0 mo 88
days for 1 yr credit for time served:
2 days). Supervised probation, 1 yr,
Fine $400. Fee $175.

Michael Allyn Fitzherbert, Brow-
erville. Criminal damage to prop-
erty in the 4th degree. Sentenced.
Local confinement ( 90 days, stay
0 yr 0 mo 85 days for 6 mo credit
for time served: 5 days). Unsuper-
vised probation, 6 mo. DWI-operate
motor vehicle-any amount Schedule
1/1l drugs/metabolite. Not cannabis/
hemp. Dismissed.

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the March 9, 1990 edition of
the Staples World featured some Mot-

ley Elementary students in Kindergarten
and first grade enjoying a visit from some

puppies to their school. From left, front,
Travis DiGiovanni, Kyle Bendson. Middle,
Josh Moon, Tim Thorsett, Jason Tholl,
Shawn Reger, Nancy Lorber. Back, Mi-
chael Lubowitz, Holly Windschitl.
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Find Treasure Within

The Parable: An

Epiphany Moment

By Frank Odell

There are moments in
life that do not knock polite-
ly. They do not send a cal-
endar invite or flash hazard
lights. They simply arriv -
quiet as a cat in socks - and
rearrange the furniture of
your mind. That moment is
called an epiphany. And if
you're anything like me, it
usually shows up right after
you have confidently done
something spectacularly
unwise.

A parable is a small story
with a large mirror. It looks
simple on the surface, like a
children’s book with over-
sized print. But lean closer,
and suddenly it is reading
you. Parables are sneaky
that way. They slip past
your defenses dressed like
bedtime stories and leave
you staring at yourself like,
“Oh. Oh no. That’s me.”

My epiphany came not
on a mountaintop, not in a
chapel, not even during a
motivational speech with
dramatic background mu-
sic. It came in my garage.

I had decided - boldly,
heroically - that I would fix
something myself. There is
a particular confidence that
overtakes a person when
holding a wrench. You feel
like a pioneer. A builder of
civilizations. A conquer-
or of bolts. I had watched
one instructional video.
One. That was apparently
enough to convince me I
possessed mechanical wis-
dom passed down from an-
cient craftsmen.

The object of my am-
bition was a lawn mow-
er. It had stopped working,
which, in hindsight, was
probably its way of setting
boundaries. Instead of re-
specting those boundaries,
I decided to “take a look.”
That phrase has led to more
disasters than the invention
of glitter.

I disassembled it with the
enthusiasm of a raccoon
opening a trash can. Screws
rolled in every direction
like they were auditioning
for freedom. Springs sprang.

Parts detached with alarm-
ing ease. But I pressed on,
confident that reassembly
would be as simple as re-
versing the steps.

It was not.

At some point, standing
over a metal carcass that
once resembled a lawn
mower, I experienced it:
the epiphany. It hit me like
a lightbulb flicking on in a
dark attic. The problem was
not the mower. The problem
was me.

I had mistaken confi-
dence for competence.

That realization was not
loud. It was quiet, almost po-
lite. It whispered, “You are
not fixing this. You are dis-
mantling your dignity.” And
like a parable told in grease-
stained hands, the lesson
unfolded: just because you
can take something apart
does not mean you under-
stand how it works.

Life is often like that
lawn mower. We approach
situations - relationships,
jobs, decisions - with the
same bold ignorance. We as-
sume that effort alone guar-
antees success. We confuse
motion with progress. We
pull on metaphorical wires
and call it initiative.

In that garage, surround-
ed by parts that now looked
like abstract art, I under-
stood something about
pride. Pride is like duct tape.
It can hold things together
for a while, but it is not a
permanent solution. Even-
tually, reality peels it back.

The epiphany felt like
stepping on a rake in a car-
toon - sudden, sharp, and
humiliating. Except instead
of a bump on my head, I got
clarity. I realized I had ap-
proached the task with ar-
rogance disguised as enthu-
siasm. I had believed that
wanting to succeed was the
same as being prepared.

Itisn’t.

The parable in my ga-
rage was simple: wisdom
begins where ego ends.

That mower, by the way,
never fully recovered. I
eventually carried the re-
mains to someone who

actually knew what they
were doing. Watching them
repair it in fifteen calm
minutes was like watching
a master pianist after you
have just pounded on the
keys with oven mitts. Skill
has a rhythm. It has humili-
ty built into it.

Epiphanies are rarely
comfortable.

The next time I felt the
urge to leap before looking,
I remembered that garage.
I remembered that pile of
parts and the quiet voice of
realization.

The beauty of an epipha-
ny is that it rearranges you
from the inside. It is like
adjusting the lens on a cam-
era - suddenly everything
comes into focus. The world
does not change, but your
perspective does. And that
shift can alter the trajectory
of alife.

A parable is not just a sto-
ry. It is a small lantern in
a dark hallway. It does not
illuminate everything at
once, but it lights the next
step. My garage epiphany
may not have made head-
lines, but it made a mark. It
taught me that humility is
not weakness; it is wisdom
with its sleeves rolled up.

And if you ever find
yourself standing over a
disassembled lawn mower -
or a disassembled decision
- remember this: sometimes
the greatest repair is not to
the machine in front of you,
but to the mindset behind it.

That is the power of a
parable. It turns an ordi-
nary moment into a quiet
revolution. And if you are
paying attention, it just
might save you from step-
ping on the same rake twice.

Frank Odell grew up in
Willmar, MN with roots on

a small farm not far from
Svea, MN. Formal education
includes Willmar Community
College, MN-Morris,
Master’s in Education at
Hamline University; Taught
English, Theatre, and
Speech for thirty years in
Milan and Staples

New SNAP rules vary by state

By Heather Close
The Rural Blog

States that no longer al-
low Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program money
to pay for “junk food” have
left retailers and SNAP re-
cipients confused about
which foods are allowed
for purchase with SNAP
dollars, reports Rachel
Roubein of The Washing-
ton Post. The new rules may
disproportionately impact
rural residents, who are
more likely to participate
in SNAP than their urban
counterparts.

Health Secretary Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. and his sup-
porters have led the charge
to keep highly processed
foods off of American ta-
bles, beginning with the

SNAP program. Roubein ex-
plains, “They argue federal
dollars shouldn’t help peo-
ple buy products increasing-
ly linked to poor health and
obesity. Trump administra-
tion officials have pushed
states to bar the use of food
stamps for soda and candy.”

In response, 10 states re-
ceived federal waivers to re-
strict SNAP food choices and
rolled out their own unique
set of restrictions. “In Iowa,
anti-hunger advocates re-
cently sought to highlight
how some cold sandwiches
and granola bars may not
qualify,” Roubein reports.
“In Idaho, legislators had at-
tempted to clarify the state’s
candy ban, since it allows
KitKats and Twix because
they contain flour.”

The fact that each state
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has its own rules “has led to
a complicated and at times
counterintuitive maze of
new restrictions, according
to more than two dozen in-
terviews with trade groups
for independent grocers and
convenience stores, store
owners, anti-hunger advo-
cates, SNAP participants
and others,” the Post re-
ports.

Fearing the loss of their
SNAP licenses, some gro-
cers have banned addition-
al products from SNAP
purchases to ensure com-
pliance, Roubein explains.
But that change has left
SNAP-spending customers
not just trying to figure out
what their state allows, but
also what the store they are
shopping in allows.
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Planting trees is an
investment in land

From Todd Co. SWCD

The Todd Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District
(Todd SWCD) offers a vari-
ety of programs designed
to help property owners
manage their land, protect
water quality and improve
wildlife habitats. Wheth-
er you are looking to plant
trees or fix erosion issues,
resources are available to
help with your conserva-
tion project.

Tree Sales and
Financial Assistance

The Todd SWCD tree and
plant sale typically begins
in late fall (around Thanks-
giving) for spring pickup.

« Get on the List: To re-
ceive a 2027 order form
or join our mailing list,
call 320-732-2644.

« Funding: Todd SWCD
offer cost-share funding for
field windbreaks and refor-
estation.

3 Essential Steps for
Tree Success
Once your trees are in
the ground, follow these
three steps for tree care to
ensure they survive and
grow strong.

1. Water Consistently

Newly planted trees re-
quire 15-25 gallons of water
once a week for the first 3 to
5 years (while the ground is
thawed).

+ The 1-Inch Rule: You can
skip watering if it rains
more than 1 inch that week.

» Cost: Weekly watering
is highly affordable, costing
less than a single cup of cof-
fee.

2. Mulch for Protection

Applying mulch over a
tree’s roots acts as a safety
blanket.

» Temperature Control: It
keeps roots cool in summer
and protects them from
freezing in winter.

» Health: Mulch adds or-
ganic nutrients to the soil
and suppresses weed com-
petition.

« Safety: Mulch can keep
weed whips and lawn mow-
ers away from a tree trunk.

3. Prune for Strength

Pruning while a tree is
young encourages strong
branch attachments and
better structure.

« Storm Prep: Well-
pruned trees suffer signifi-
cantly less damage during
heavy storms.

« Healing: Proper tech-
niques speed up wound
healing and prevent rot.

« Professional Help: Con-
sider hiring a trained tree
care professional to ensure
the job is done correctly.

Source of informa-
tion: https://www.dnr.
state.mn.us/treecare/car-
ing-pruning.html

More Than Just Trees

Todd SWCD also pro-
vides cost-share funding
and low-interest loans for
a variety of conservation
projects to improve ground
and surface water quality.

« Water Quality: Sealing
unused wells and closing
manure pits.

- Infrastructure: Cattle
crossings, exclusion fenc-
ing, and shoreline erosion
projects.

» Septic Systems: Low-in-
terest loans are available
to replace failed septic sys-
tems.

Questions? Contact the
Todd SWCD office at 320-
732-2644 to speak with a
technician about your con-
servation goals for your
property as your idea may
qualify for funding.

Focus on collaboration
leads to rural award

By Liz Stewart
Center For Rural Affairs

Sandro Lopes’ motiva-
tion comes from the land,
his children, and his ances-
tors. Growing up in Brazil,
near the Amazon Rainfor-
est, Sandro learned farming
techniques passed down
from generation to genera-
tion.

Several years ago, San-
dro moved to the U.S. and
brought Indigenous knowl-
edge with him to start his
own farm. Now, Sandro and
his wife, Michelle, and their
family, operate Huerto Re-
generativo NaTerra, in Da-
vid City, Nebraska.

“I grew up connected to
the Amazon, and that mem-
ory of living soil travels
with me,” he said. “Farming
is not just production—it
is ceremony, responsibility,
and hope.”

Shortly after arriving in
Nebraska, Sandro connect-
ed with the Center for Rural
Affairs for help creating a
business plan and technical
assistance. He has been a
participant in many of the
Center’s programs includ-
ing the Latino Farming Pro-
gram, the Beginning Farm-
er Conservation Fellowship,
Sustaining Seeds cohort,
the Center Local Foods Pro-
motion Program, and the
Organic Transition Acade-
my. He’s hosted field days on
his farm to showcase pro-
duction practices, presented
at the Nebraska Sustainable
Agriculture Society Con-
ference during beginning
farmer sessions, and more.
Last year, he became a mem-
ber of the Center’s Advisory
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Sandro takes great pride
in encouraging and ampli-
fying the voices of Latino
farmers in his area, and
opens NaTerra Farms to
people of all ages to educate
and entertain, giving them
the chance to connect with
the earth and with each
other while celebrating ev-
erything agriculture has to
offer.

Because of Sandro’s com-
mitment to community and
support of local businesses
and farmers, he has been
chosen to receive the Cen-
ter’s 2025 Rural Community
Champion Award.

This award is bestowed
upon a person or persons
who work with the Center
and make extraordinary
contributions to building
engagement within their
own communities. People
who receive this award pro-
vide a model for innovation,
stewardship, or community
development.

“Sandro’s willingness to
teach others about Indige-
nous farming practices and
his care for the land have so-
lidified him as an important
leader in the regenerative
farming movement in Ne-
braska,” said Cait Caughey,
senior project associate
with the Center. “While
building his specialty-crop
farm business that includes
vegetables, goats, chickens,
and ducks, Sandro has also
become a well-known com-
munity leader who collab-
orates and supports other
growers.”

He encourages women
farmers, the Mayan commu-
nity (Pixan Ixim), and pro-
vides land access for other
beginning farmers. Sandro
has also partnered with the
Center in the past year on
a video series featuring A
Day in the Life of a Vegeta-
ble Producer.

“Sandro’s dedication
to both the land, his com-
munity, and sharing his
knowledge is inspirational
and so important during a
time when beginning farm-
ers and diverse farmers are
facing multiple challenges,”
Cait said.

Receiving the Rural
Community Champion
Award has deeply humbled
the farmer.

“It represents more than
personal recognition—it
honors my family, our com-
munity, and the many part-
ners who believe in rural re-
silience,” Sandro said. “For
me, this award reflects the
power of regenerative ag-
riculture rooted in culture,
stewardship, and collabo-
ration. It reminds me that
rural leadership can come
from diverse voices, includ-
ing Latino and immigrant
farmers who are building
bridges across traditions.
It strengthens my respon-

sibility to continue serving
rural America with integri-
ty and hope.”

Moving forward, Sandro
has many plans for NaTerra
Farms. This year marks an
important transition for his
family, as they are launch-
ing a pilot project called
Agroforestry Peppers.They
are integrating perennial
systems, biodiversity, and
soil regeneration into spe-
cialty crop production. This
project blends agroecology
with market viability and
reflects Sandro’s long-term
commitment to regenera-
tive design in the Midwest.

“This is a strategic and
values-driven decision,”
Sandro said. “It strengthens
soil health, transparency,
and long-term resilience
for our farm and commu-
nity. We envision NaTerra
Farms becoming a demon-
stration site for regenera-
tive agroforestry systems
in the Great Plains. We
want to integrate education,
youth training, and farm-
er-to-farmer learning into
our model.”

To others wanting to help
build up their communities
and make a meaningful im-
pact, Sandro suggests start-
ing small, but thinking long-
term.

“Real change begins with
relationships—with soil,
with neighbors, with insti-
tutions, and with youth,”
he said. “Build trust before
scale. Listen deeply. Learn
continuously. Also, do not
wait for perfect conditions.
Begin with what you have.
Seek partnerships, like we
did through TOPP and the
Center for Rural Affairs.
Community change hap-
pens when collaboration re-
places competition.”

And any time he faces
challenges or setbacks on
his journey, Sandro returns
to the basics: planting seeds,
caring for animals, mento-
ring youth, and remember-
ing that regeneration takes
time.

“Community sustains
me—organizations, neigh-
bors, and fellow farmers
who believe that rural life
can thrive again through
stewardship and innova-
tion,” he said. “Regenera-
tive agriculture is not just
a farming method—it is a
community movement. Ru-
ral America has incredible
potential when we center
soil health, cultural heri-
tage, and collaboration. We
are grateful for the partner-
ships that make this journey
possible. The future of agri-
culture depends on farmers
who are willing to transi-
tion, experiment, and lead
with courage. At NaTerra
Farms, we are committed
to that path—one seed, one
chicken, one pepper plant
at a time.”



Staples World

Acting/ Performance Workshop’ at
Benson’s Barn, May 16, Staples

A free Acting and Per-
formance Workshop will
be held Saturday, May 16,
4 - 8 p.m., at Benson’s Barn
in Staples. Located 0.8 miles
north of Central Lakes Col-
lege at 12077 Airport Rd.,
the Benson’s red barn and
house are on the left side
of the road. Attendees are
asked to park by the barn.

The workshop is facil-
itated by Staples native
Matthew R. Olsen, an actor/
director/fight choreogra-
pher based out of Minne-
sota where he is currently
the Assistant Professor
of Acting and Directing at
the University of Minneso-
ta-Duluth.

The workshop, sponsored
by Lamplighter Community
Theatre, is entitled, “Acting:

Creative Play: Introduction
to the Technique of Acting.
Acting for Any(body) and
Every(body)”

o What is it?

This workshop is de-

signed to give attendees the

tools needed to explore, ex-

pand and refine their skills
as an actor/theatre maker.
o How will it work?

Through various dis-

cussions, exercises and

explorations, workshop at-
tendees will receive founda-

tional knowledge and skills

that can be practically ap-

plied to auditioning for a
play or performing a role.
Each participant will work
alongside fellow actors to
strengthen their scene
work, impulse and sense of
creative play.

“No matter where you A Walk in the Woods, Every

are in your journey we can
all agree it is called a “play”
for a reason,” says Olsen.

° Do I need to be experi-
enced to attend the work-
shop?

Are you interested in
how a play is made? Have
you ever wanted to be an ac-
tor? Are you an actor look-
ing to add some new tools
to your toolbox? “If so, then
this workshop is for you.”

Matthew R. Olsen’s re-
cent directing credits in-
clude, The Women of Lock-
erbie, The Tempest and
Dragons Love Tacos. As an
actor, Olsen has worked
regionally primarily in
Shakespeare and Children’s
Theatre. Some of his favor-
ites include, The Woodsman,

Brilliant Thing, Hamlet,
and recently a lottery style
Romeo and Juliet with the
Minnesota Fringe Festival.
He will also be performing
in an upcoming show at the
Duluth Playhouse, Comedy
of Errors.

Olsen said he is thrilled
to be returning to the Sta-
ples community to share
what he loves.

No pre-registration is re-
quired, just bring yourself
and a friend.

The workshop, which
includes pizza from Tower
Pizza, is best served by a
group of individuals (ages
16-plus) with varied levels
of experience and skills.

MidMinnesota Federal Credit Union
groundbreaking May 18 in Staples

Wednesday, May 6, 2026 5 a

o0
Menu

o

Senior Nutrition
Program, Staples
Call mornings (218-979-4118)

the Thursday before to reserve
next week’s meal(s) and current
suggested donation info. LSS
Meals - traditional older adult
menu (subject to change).
LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00
a.m.,with meal reservations.

Staples
218-979-4118
May 11 - May 15
Monpay - Tuna noodle
casserole, green beans, hot
spiced peaches, dinner roll,
vanilla pudding/topping,

0

= *England Prairie Pioneer Club* Annual
] SPRING Fundraiser on ENGLAND PRAIRIE GROUNDS

.. PANCAKE SLIPPER
& FRIDAY. MAY 15. 4:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Phyllis’ Famous Pancakes,
Sausage Links, Eggs, Hash Browns,
Applesauce, Beverage.

*BAKE SALE* held during

O

marg., 1% milk.

Tuespay - CLOSED

Webpnespay - Salisbury
steak, macsed potatoes,
brown gravy, green beans,
dinner roll, vanilla wafers,
marg., 1% milk.

THurspay - Tater tot hot-
dish, whole kernel corn,
apple crisp, wheat bread,
marg., 1% milk.

Fripay - Chicken Cordon
Bleu, sliced carrots, rice pi-
laf, applesauce cup, wheat
dinner roll, marg., 1% milk.

wk20

$12 per plate.
Under 12:
ﬂ per plate

Proceeds to be

MidMinnesota Federal Credit
Union (MMFCU) will hold a ground-
breaking ceremony Monday, May 18,
2026 from 2 to 2:30 p.m. in Staples to
celebrate the construction of the new
MMFCU Office. The community is
invited to join, located at the future
site of the new office, 803 US Hwy 10,
Staples.

Turn some dirt and enjoy refresh-
ments with the community of Staples,
our member owners and partners in
this project.

MMFCU will be opening a full-ser-
vice office near the end of 2026. MMF-
CU will continue to serve members
from the office at 1220 4th St NE.

What sets MMFCU apart from other
financial institutions is that members
are owners and have a vested interest
in the credit union success. Any prof-
its are returned to membership in the
form of higher dividend rates, low-
er interest rates on loans, additional
technology and growth in services.

MMFCU is excited to have a larger

location with additional privacy and
services to meet the needs of the com-
munity.

MidMinnesota Federal Credit
Union is a member owned financial
cooperative serving central Minneso-
ta. MMFCU has 13 locations and par-
ticipates in CO-OP Shared Branching
offering an additional 5,900 locations
nationwide. Deposits are federally in-
sured by NCUA and is an Equal Hous-
ing Lender. Learn more at mmfcu.org.
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Pancake Supper Fundraiser used for builing
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From Verndale: 1 mi. S on Co. Hwy 23; 2mil. Won Co.Rd. 1 g
From Wadena: 4 mi. S on Hwy. 71; 2.5 mi. E on Co. Rd. 1 o

14229 County Roap 1, Wapena, MN
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Strong moms
raise strong hearts.
Happy
Mother's Day
2026 to you all.

Road construction begins

Cars traveling on 4th Street NE and students trying
to get to school had to find another route on May 4, as
a total reconstruction of the street started. This portion,

next to Sacred Heart Catholic Church and continuing
up to the Stapeles water tower, will be the first portion

Macrk Your Calemozlar

00

constructed. Phase two will be from Warner Road south
and phase three will be middle section. The project is
expected to last all summer and into fall. (Staples World

photo by Mark Anderson)

Needing/Wanting a )

May 7

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

May 8

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meering Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

May 10

CeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
Meemings Sundays, 6 p.m.,

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,
Motley.

May 12 Diane M.
EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND H a h n
Hore AA croup MTaGs IN STa- 32 years serving

pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m., our area!

at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685

We've Helped Thousands

Contact Us Today

DISABLED?

Get Benefits

or 218-640-2341

¢« MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

- - - - H “
Minnesota Classified Advertising Network ...

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. [Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

EMPLOYMENT

FULL TIME NIGHT CUSTODIAN
Night shift, 2:00-10:30 PM, M-F, during
school year. Daytime hours in summer.
Salary Range: $15.51-$21.72, additional
$0.75 shift differential on night shifts. Year
round, 12-month position. Apply now:
www.applitrack.com/isd876/onlineapp

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time wup to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1,600
off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

SERVICES

REPAIRING OR
REPLACING APPLIANCES
and home systems like heating and
cooling can be costly. A home war-
ranty plan can help. Start saving and
get 30% off any plan today. Workman-
ship Guarantee included. Terms apply.
Call Cinch Home Services 855/887-4521

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 612-332-8844

For Free Advice

Long-Term Disability
Short-Term Disability
Social Security Disability

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney

320-257-0231
maulibul  www.GetFields.com

Basement and Crawl Space
Problems Solved

Free -~
Estimates _-

g B N -
* Thousands of Satisfied Le-.ak)./ basements made dry
Customers Drain tile & baseboard systems

Buckling walls corrected
Foundation repair & wall crack repair
Egress window installation

« Transferable Warranty
* Licensed-Insured
* Providing Realistic

Solutions NOW OFFERING
MN License BC542636 FINANCING
ND License #56638 Basement Water Controlled

Providing Service Since 1967

HOLD-RIGHT™WALL ANCHORS
STABIL-LOC FOUNDATION PIERS

320-654-9900 ——

www.safedrybasement.com WiNoows

N STEVENS%
_Al COUNTY

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES/
PLANNING & ZONING DIRECTOR

SALARY RANGE: $41.86 - $56.26 DOQ

Stevens County has an exciting opportunity as the head of the
Environmental Services Department. This is a full-time, exempt
position with supervisory and budgeting responsibilities along
with administering and enforcing the County’s Zoning,
Land Use, Solid Waste, SSTS and ; ‘
County Feedlot Ordinances. M STEVENS

N COUNTY MN

For more information go to:
WWW.co.stevens.mn.us under
Employment Opportunities or

scan the QR Code

SCAN ME

»,

Stevens County is an EEO Employer
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4 S~ ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED
/ AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEWOOD
y HEALTH SYSTEM.
¢ HAPPY 80
I Birthday!
¢ Bill Bates
on May 12, 2026
Staples Area Church Directory
i St. Michael Catholic Church  Family Life Church
Staples Aldrich 200 15 Ave S Mofleg .o T8651-1533 402 NE Clok Drv, Verndel 218-445-5568
Staples Alliance Balsamlund Lutheran Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-73 VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor

Sunday Worship.......occccesevereene 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School ........ooc.vrecereee 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

AWANA. ..o 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
LI O —— 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Senvice............ 10:30 a.m.
Children's Church (Kids start in main
worship service) ..
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
After school to 5:30 p.m.
eens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ

27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein

Facebook Live

Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship........cc..ccovrrree 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Adult Bible Study........cco..coovrvreen. 6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546

Pastor Carl Larson

Sunday Worship Service
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship...........c...c.... 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

Church
parishsecre org
Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNday.........cceeveervecruecreeruecruens 8:30a.m.

.9:00a.m.

218-631-1593

Seventh Day Adventist

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship
Sabbath School

Thomastown Covenant

15940 251st Ave., Staples..........218-894-3923

Kunday School......

Sunday Worship....

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Trinity Lutheran

1000 4th St., NE, Staples........... 218-894-2372

Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Service.....

9:00 a.m.

Sunday School and Bible Class....10:30 a.m.
United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples... ..218 894 2248

Sunday Worshl
(Nursery Avallahle for Sunday Worsh|p)

19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA............... 218-837-5831
ire227 @yahoo.com

Sunday Worship.......ooccccccerecne 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship.......occcccecereenn 9:00 a.m.
Communion.........cc..... 1st and 2nd Sunday
of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad

SUNDAY
Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ....................... 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes...
Sunday School .
Worship.

320-749-2583
...9:30 a.m.
... 10:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible study ......ooccoeserrrerrreerns 7:30 p.m.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader ... 218-397-2470

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader-........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist

33 Wellwood St. E

Motley 56466.........o.ccocooovrrrnee 218-352-6888

Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
facebook lIVe....o.voeveererrrrerere 9a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Youth Group....

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class.....8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.......oocccevceerene 9:30 a.m.

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: SUNGAY..ovevvrerrerevrerrens 10:30a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie

www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Senvice............. 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA megting................... 8:00 p.m.
Oylen

Oylen Alliance

(ty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday School . 10:00 0.,
Sunday Worship........cccceocrreree 11:00 a.m
Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship.........occccoccereeees 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
8:30 a.m.
Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104.
h 218-746-3839
0.

WEDNESDAY ...

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
curious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering .....
Connection Point

Heuwitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor

....10:00 a.m.
....... 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School ....occveveevererreree 9:30 a.m

Sunday Worship..... 10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER .... e 1:00 P,
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship........occcocceeeees 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship ....10:30 a.m.

Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship........ccoccoccerenes 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

Pastor Amos Self ................... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer
Worship Service .
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups

....... 9:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship.......occcocvcerrrene 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night......c..oceersvcerrsrrnns 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship.......o.cco.cocrerrne 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study.......occorccrererrercrree 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship........cccoccceereene 9:00 a.m.

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952

Sunday Service ......o..oocrvrcreee 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study 10:30 a.m.
St. Frederick Catholic Church

20 Mason Avenue NW
Vendale ..o 218-631-1593

parishsecretary@marysacc.org

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
[T (11— 6:00 p.m

St. Hubert Catholic Church
Bluegrass
Rev. JC Duncan, 21
632-7310 Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org )
Mass: SAtUFAaY...oo.vveevreerrerssersers 400 p.m.

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sunday Worship........cc.ccevrecee 10:00 a.m.

St. Ann's Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593
Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314  Rev. Rick Aubol,

218-632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
parishsecretary@marysacc.org
Mass: Sunday (livestream)..........coeeees 10a.m.

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
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“Honoring Our Parents”
Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

There it is in Exodus 20:12 as the fifth of ten com-
mandments by God. It's quoted again in Matthew 15:4
and Ephesians 6:2. Someone once said, “If God says
something once, you better stop to listen. If He says it
twice, you better stand up and take notice. If He says
it three times, you better already be about it.”

But there’s not a ‘one size fits all’ to this command.
The relationship that we have with our parents, either
living or gone, comes in many different packages. If,
like me, we’re entrusted with loving, Christian parents
(and even a stay-at-home Mom), we find the words of
the fifth command not only understandable, but very
welcomed. (You would’ve thought with parents like
that, that they would’ve received more honor than |
gave them! | have since repented).

But then there’s the hard world of parents, for what-
ever their reasons, who didn’t parent you well. | grieve
for that and I’'ve only heard the tip of the iceberg in
those stories. What does a child (young or old) do with
the command then? Some of the stories are horrific.

Although it may need to come in the midst of long in-
tervention and healing, the command from God comes
from the One Who sees and knows all. God didn’t put
an exception clause in the command. So, is God lack-

ing understanding? Is He unfeeling? Even cruel to call
for honoring unworthy parents? No to each of those

questions. Here’s why.

Without minimizing a broken world, the honoring of
parent (living or deceased) continues to be important
for all of us. Bitterness and unforgiveness only kills all
who are involved. Where forgiveness is needed, draw
from Jesus who was the most unreservedly punished
Person in history. Draw from the forgiveness that we
desperately need from Him. Draw from His immense

Love.

Folks, family pain can be among the most diffi-
cult pain and betrayal. But staying stuck doesn’t help
anyone, perpetrator or victim. Jesus, the Ultimate

Sufferer, wants to (and does) come alongside of the

heartache, the abuse and disappointments in order to
heal and free us. He literally paves the way and pays
the price for reconciliation on many levels.

So how do we honor our parents, deserving or not?
One counselor said, “you can start by thanking God
and them for giving you life.” If living, pray for your
parents. Send them cards. If it's possible, hug them.
Living or not, speak well of them. Forgive them. Bless

them.
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THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES:

To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-
1112.

o0gm

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building
Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890
207 4th St. NE., Staples, MN
218-894-1112

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworld.com.

or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

Staples World
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Rebecca Lindgren

Rebecca (Becky) Lind-
gren of Staples passed
away Friday, May 1, 2026.

A Celebration of Life
will be held May 15 at noon
at Faith Lutheran Church
in Staples. Visitation will

be held one hour prior to
services at the church.

A full obituary will be
printed in next week’s Sta-
ples World.

w20x A00006B2026M Y06

June Winter

A Celebration of Life
memorial service for June
Kaye (Underhill) Winter of
Pillager will be held Sat-
urday, May 16, at 2 p.m. at
the Motley Free Methodist
Church, with Pastor Jim
Johnson officiating. Visita-

Brian Wise

In last week’s edition of

the Staples World the obit-
uary for Brian Wise incor-

rectly spelled the name of

tion will be held one hour
prior to the services at the
church.

June, 68, passed away
February 16, 2026 at Essen-
tia Health-St. Mary’s Medi-
cal Center in Duluth.

w20x A00006B2026M Y06

his surviving sister. The
name should have read
Linda Gathright

w20x A00006B2026MY06

Dale Johnson

Dale Arthur Johnson,
86, of Pillager, passed away
peacefully May 2, 2026 at
Highland Senior Living in
Little Falls, surrounded by
family.

Mass of Christian burial
will be held Wednesday, May
6, 2026 at noon at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in
Staples, with visitation one
hour prior.

Interment will follow at
Evergreen Hill Cemetery.

Dale was born on July
11, 1939, to Lyle and Sarah
(Schmidt) Johnson in Sta-
ples, the second of seven
children. He grew up in
Staples and attended Sacred
Heart Catholic School and
Staples High School. On July
5, 1958, he married Bonnie
(Leslie) Johnson at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church.
Together, they spent most
of their years in Anoka,
where they raised their four
children. For many years,
Dale worked as a mechanic
for the City of Anoka Parks
& Golf Course Dept. He was
truly a master mechanic
who could fix anything.
After retirement, he and
Bonnie moved full-time to
their vacation home on the
Crow Wing River in Pillager.
Dale was a devout Catholic
who was a longtime member
of St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church in Anoka and later
St. Francis Catholic Church
in Brainerd.

Never afraid to try some-
thing new, Dale was a man
of many skills who enjoyed
a wide range of interest-
ing hobbies. His love for
aviation led him to two of
his most unique pursuits:
radio control model air-
planes and gyrocopters. He
spent many years carefully
building an impressive
collection of radio control
model airplanes and flying
them. He built his own full-
sized gyrocopter which he
taught himself to fly. Both
aviation hobbies became
family affairs. If a model
airplane crashed, all four
children helped search for
it. He initially learned to
fly the gyrocopter by having
Bonnie pull him behind the
car on a long rope, while the
children watched through
the back window and gave
cues to their mother. This
was often a stressful event,

4-wheeling and often rode
a motorcycle for transpor-
tation. Retired life on the
river brought new adven-
tures including airboats, a
jet ski, fishing, paddle boats
and pontoon. He enjoyed
various sports as well, with
a lifelong love of basketball
- whether watching or play-
ing casually with family
in the driveway. Dale lived
life to the fullest and loved
bringing his family along
for every adventure.

Dale loved his family
and lives in the memory
of many loved ones. He is
survived by four children,
Linda (David) Markovich,
of Colgate, WI; Kristi John-
son of Anoka; Steve (Kathy)
Johnson of Little Falls and
Rodney (Dawn) Johnson
of Fort Myers, FL; three
sisters, Pat Myers of Sta-
ples, Kay (David) Jessop of
Staples and Cindy (Jason)
Morales of Huntsville,
AL; brother-in law, Gene
Leslie; sister-in-law, Marge
Leslie; five grandchildren
Heather (Josh) McGee,
Janaya (Keith) Fugleberg,
Brian (Lynnea) Markovich,
Rachel (Rob) Mehrwerth
and Alyssa (Joe) Czech;
eight great-grandchildren
as well as many nieces,
nephews, relatives and
friends.

Dale was preceded in
death by his loving wife
of 45 years Bonnie (Leslie)
Johnson; father, Lyle;
mother, Sarah; father-in-law,
Walter Leslie; mother-in-law.
Alice (Peterson) Leslie; two
brothers, Gary and Allan;
one sister, Charlotte and
numerous other cherished
brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law, as well as nieces and
nephews.

Arrangements are by
the Brenny Family Funeral

especially for Bonnie. Chapel in Staples.
Dale loved snowmobiling, w20c A00006B2026M Y06
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Golfers move from 7th to
2nd in HOL meets

The Staples-Motley
girls golf team shot up five
places in two golf meets
between the same teams.
They were seventh at the
Perham Heart O Lakes Con-
ference meet on April 30,
then the very next day they
placed 2nd at the HOL meet
at Barnesville.

At Perham, Katelyn
Schotzko placed 6th, getting
stronger as the round went
on. She parred three holes
in a row in her back nine.
She avoided major trouble
and didn’t have any hole
over a double bogey.

Brooklyn Winter was the
third Cardinal scorer, plac-
ing 25th with the help of a
birdie on the par 4, 290 yard
8th hole.

At Barnesville, Mara
Uselman had her best round
of the year. She started six

over par in her first four
holes, then a par started
a string of good holes. On
her last nine holes, she shot
four pars and a birdie. She
also stayed out of trouble to
finish at 39 for her second
nine holes and 85 overall,
enough for seventh place
individually.

The team’s rise was
helped by getting Sarah
Kroll back with a score of
93. Kroll scored a birdie in
her round, shooting a three
on the 323 yard par-four
first hole.

Schotzko was right
behind at 94 with four pars
and a birdie. Molly Hoem-
berg stepped up with a 99
to complete the team score
and move the Cardinals up
to second place. Hoemberg
had two pars and a birdie on
the 287 yard par 4 sixth hole.

Team results

HOL at Perham

Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton
384, Park Rapids 400, Perham
418, Barnesville 419, Pelican
Rapids 422, Hawley 424, Sta-
ples-Motley 431, Breckenridge
451, Frazee 455, Wadena-Deer
Creek inc.

6. Katelyn Schotzko 93, 22.
Mara Uselman 111, 25. Brook-
lyn Winter 112, 32. Meredith
Hoemberg 115, 37. Molly Hoem-
berg 117

HOL at Barnesville

Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton
361, Staples-Motley 371, Pel-
ican Rapids 381, Perham 383,
Barnesville 389, Park Rapids
391, Hawley 397, Frazee 443,
Wadena-Deer Creek inc.

7. Uselman 85, 12. Sarah
Kroll 93, 13. Schotzko 94, 16.
Molly Hoemberg 99, 27. Brook-
lyn Winter 106, 40. Meredith
Hoemberg 116

Cardinals place high in
track and field meet

Staples-Motley track
and field athletes had seven
first place finishers at the
Sebeka meet on April 28.

In field events, Adrian
Gomez won both the boys
shot put and discus and
Turner Beachy won the
pole vault. Annie Schlosser
won the girls discus.

On the track, Angel Luna
won the 400 and Andrew
Dobson was first in the
3,200, while Noah Larson
won the 110 meter hurdles.

At this smaller meet, the
Cardinals had many ath-
letes compete for a high
spot. For the girls, Sophia
Luna was second in the 100
meter dash and third in the
300. Lucille Maros was 3rd
in the high jump and Abby
Brichacek was 4th in the
100 hurdles. Boys top finish-
ers included Jesus Gallardo,
2ndin the 100 and 4th in
the long jump, and Spencer
Olsen was 3rd in the 1,600
and 4th in the 800.

Two Cardinals also com-
peted at the Howard Wood
Relays, an all-star event
at Sioux Falls, S.D., with
top athletes from multiple
states. Beachy was 8th in
the pole vault at 13’9” and
Larson was 25th in the 110
hurdles in 15.86.

Girls results
100 - 2. Sophia Luna 13.69, 5.
Lucille Maros 13.86, 6. Chadia
Schultz 13.93, 14. Iva Hinson
15.32

200 - 3. Luna 28.35, 7. Abi-

gail Phillippi 30.28, 8. Mari’vel
Duran 80.57, 11. Belle Mevissen
30.77

400 - 6. Piper Hanson 1:10, 10.
Maros 1:12, 12. Mevissen 1:13,
21. Maci Mithun 1:29

800 - 8. Elizabeth Kroll 3:01,
9. Alexis Odden 3:07

1,600 - 5. Elise Trif 6:16, 9.
Odden 6:32, 10. Kroll 6:40

100 hurdles - 4. Abby
Brichacek 21.71

4x100 - 2. SM 54.76

High jump - 3. Maros 4’4”, 5.
Luna 4°2”

Long jump - 11. Lily Davis
12’77, 13. Duran 12’4.25”

Triple jump - 11. Brichacek
26’8, 13. Davis 25°11”

Discus - 1. Annie Schlosser
95’9”, 15. Gemma Fairbanks
54’107, 19. Rita Oeltjenbruns
36°3”, 20. Ashlynn Borntrager

Spencer Olsen

28’5”

Shot put - 7. Schlosser
29°4.5”, 18. Fairbanks 18’1”, 19.
Borntrager 16°.75”, 20. Oeltjen-
bruns 15°'11”

Boys results

100 - 2. Jesus Gallardo 11.83,
16. Michael Hinson 13.70, 19.
Josiah Mumm 14.16

200 - 14. Carter Kist 26.87, 16.
Hinson 27.99, 18. Aaron Oeltjen-
bruns 29.80

400 - 1. Angel Luna 56.12,
13. William Lange 1:06, 15. Ben
Oeltjenbruns 1:19

800 - 4. Spencer Olsen 2:35,
5. Alex Leach 2:35, 8. Jackson
Odden 2:47, 10. B. Oeltjenbruns
3:38

1,600 - 3. Olsen 5:47, 5. Odden
5:57, 6. Reed Leach 5:59, 7. Jacob
Faulkner 5:59

3,200 - 1. Andrew Dobson

11:28, 3. R. Leach 12:49

110 hurdles - 1. Noah Larson
15.83, 5. Kaleb Harman 19.67

300 hurdles - 5. Harman
48.87

4x200 - 6. SM 1:47

4x400 - 3. SM 4:08

High jump - 5. Larson 5°2”

Long jump - 4. Gallardo
18’2.25”, 15. Gauge Holst 157"

Triple jump - 2. Harman
37°11.5”, 12. Liam Jennissen
30’8.5”

Pole vault - 1. Turner
Beachy 14°0”, 2. Conner Kuhns
11°6”, 7. A. Oeltjenbruns 9’07, 8.
Odden 7°0”

Discus - 1. Adrian Gomez
122’77, 4. Larson 109’5, 15. Jen-
nissen 79’9”

Shot put - 1. Gomez 43°0”, 5.
Larson 36°8.25”, 9. Michael Jew-
ison 32’4.25”, 14. Jennissen 29'1”

Baseball team wins
HOL doubleheader

The Staples-Motley base-
ball team lost a close game
against Wadena-Deer Creek
on April 29, then won a dou-
ble-header at Breckenridge
on April 30, with scores
of 13-2 and 13-10. The team
moved their record to 12-3
on the season.

Against Wadena-Deer
Creek, Elijah Kossan
pitched the entire game,
only allowing three runs.
The Cardinal hitters had
trouble stringing hits
together and left runners
in scoring position several
times.

In the first game against
Breckenridge, Colbe Tappe
pitched the first inning and
Silas Claussen came on in
relief to shut them down for
a 13-2 win.

Cooper Tappe started on
the mound. The back and
forth game saw the Cardi-
nals go up 2-1 in the first
after

Elijah Kossan walked
and scored on a double by
Colbe Tappe. John Schotzko
knocked Tappe home for a
2-1lead.

Breckenfidge took a 5-2
lead in the third inning.
Staples-Motley got one back
when Cooper Tappe led off
with a double and Silas-
Claussen knocked him in.

In the fourth inning,
the Cardinals went back
on top 7-5. Kossan hit a
double, Cooper Tappe hit
him home and Colbe Tappe
hit a double. Claussen came
through with another RBI
on a sacrifice fly. Gabe

T e e e

Tappe had an RBI hit.

Breckenridge got the
lead back again in the sixth
inning, going up 8-7. The
Cardinals put the game
away with six runs in the
bottom of the sixth.

The rally started when
Gabe Decker walked. With
two outs, Ethan Bounds
was hit by a pitch and Eli
Bounds hit a double, scor-
ing two runs to get the lead
back. Kossan reached by
getting hit by a pitch, then
Cooper Tappe followed with
an RBI single and Colbe
Tappe had an RBI double.
Claussen had an RBI single
and Tappe scored the final
run on a wild pitch.

Camrik Tappe came in to
pitch when Cooper hit the
pitch count limit and the

B A D I P R A

White catches fire as golf
leam rises in rankings

The Staples-Motley boys
golf team placed second at
the Heart O Lakes Confer-
ence meet at Dilworth-Glyn-
don-Felton on March 27,
then finished in fifth at a
big meet at Park Rapids on
May 1.

In both meets, Jackson
White played excellent golf,
winning the DGF meet with
a three over par 75. He had
two birdies, eleven pars and
nothing over a double bogey.
White was even better at
Park Rapids, shooting one
over par 73, with four bird-
ies on the round.

Thomas Johnson con-
tinued his good play, plac-
ing 5th overall at the DGF
meet with 14 pars. Oskar
Doll stayed steady as the
third scorer in both meets,
including five pars on the
back nine at the Park Rapids
meet.

Evan Schultz stepped up
as the fourth team scorer at
DGF and Tyson Turner had
his best round to become the
fourth man at Park Rapids.

Team results

HOL at DGF

Hawley 318, Staples-Motley
334, Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton
335, Perham 341, Frazee 347,
Breckenridge 358, Barnesville
360, Pelican Rapids 377, Wade-
na-Deer Creek 412

1. Jackson White 75, 5.
Thomas Johnson 78, 19. Oskar
Doll 87, 31. Evan Schultz 94, 40.
Zachary Tabatt 102, 40, Tyson
Turner 99

Park Rapids Invite

Bemidji 305, Walker-Hack-
ensack-Akely 319, Perham 320,
Pequot Lakes 320, Staples-Mot-
ley 329, East Grand Forks 335,

SIS PO .
E L S

Evan Schultz

Frazee 336, Crosby-Ironton-Ait-
kin 344, Pine River-Backus
344, United North Central 348,
Barnesville 354, Park Rapids
357, Crookston 359, Thief River
Falls 359, Hawley 362, Nevis 380,

Leighton Bettis pitches against WDC. (Staples

Blackduck 394, Wadena-Deer
Creek 405

2. White 73, 18. Johnson 81,
36. Doll 86, 48. Turner 89, 59.
Kaleb Harman 90, 72. Schultz 93

Big win,
close
loss for
softball
team

The Staples-Motley soft-
ball team had a big confer-
ence win at Barnesville on
April 28, an 18-7 game that
was their highest scoring
of the season.

They then lost a confer-
ence doubleheader against
Breckenridge, falling 12-0
and 7-6 on April 30. They
finished their week with
a 14-2 loss against Wade-
na-Deer Creek and a loss
to Jamestown, N.D., who
was visiting on a road trip.

The Cardinals are now
4-4 in the Heart O Lakes
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Help Wanted

BOOKKEEPER/CIR-
CULATION MANAGER/
RECEPTIONIST+: Com-
puter and literary skills re-
quired. Part-time, flexible
hours. Submit resumeé to:
Staples World, PO Box 100,
Staples, MN 56479 or email
editor@staplesworld.com.

NEWSPAPER PRO-
DUCTION /GRAPHIC
DESIGNER: Computer
and literary skills required.

HELP WANTED

Seasonal Public Works - Parks Employees

The City of Staples is hiring seasonal Public Works - Parks
employees. This is a great job for anyone who wants to spend
their workday outdoors during the summer months. Most of the
time spent will be mowing grass and trimming weeds on all City
of Staples parks and properties. This position will be asked to do
routine maintenance on the mowing equipment, and to assist with
other Public Works and Park duties as needed. This position will
work 40 hours most weeks, but that may be altered due to weather.
Employment will begin after Memorial Day and end before Labor
Day. Starting pay is $15.45/hour.

Applications accepted until May 14, 2026

Apply at the City of Staples City Hall,

122 6th St. NE, Staples, MN 56479.
ay also find an application on our website at:
www.staples.govoffice.com
For questions, call Public Works Director -
Scott Grabe, 218-894-2550, Ext 6.

AISTOR 1
{% )
Vi % ! Youm

Typesetting, designing/ ||.ss0. EOE
scheduling ads, job work, le-
gal copy, classifieds, submit- 208
ting online newspaper copy.
Submit resumé to Staples Storage =
World, PO Box 100, Staples, -
MN 56479 or email editor@ o>
staplesworld.com. F O R RE N T » l N
Japke’s North 8th Street ooking for
e Mini Storage, 894-1551 a gift idea?
7 W | 6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24 Consider a Gil
LHSS'F'EDS Subscription to the
K t i1 WANTED TO  Staples World
0P|']“ mﬂ Busm[ss BUY *Gift cards auailal;le.
// 7 DAYS A WEEK! ) 224 4th St. NE
/ \ 50 1 Staples, MN
Miscellaneous L kol

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Staples World
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Business

Services

PAUL DRAKE TREE
SERVICE, SINCE 1978:
General, lot clearing, storm
damage clean-up, stump
grinding, brushing, 55 ft.
bucket truck. 218-894-2871,
Staples. 20tfc

REAL ESTATE

602
Apartments
for Rent

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031 =

Under new ownership

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Now professionally

managed by
% BRUTGER

ITIES, ING
Income guidelines apply.

FARMERS
Buying
Fieldstone
_Boulders

£ Contact Chris At

lthozn PEO/AA

320-630-4570

Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income
older, handicapped or
disabled. Heat, water,

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at: -
MOTLEY, MINN.

Sunny Pines

eligible, 62 years or

sewer, electric
provided.

Ay
a8

320-468-2303

GARAGE SALES
701

CHURCH GARAGE SALE: SWAN VALLEY LU-
THERAN CHURCH, 13 mi. north of Motley on Hwy. 64.
Thurs., May 7, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Fri., May 8, 8 a.m.-5
p.m., Sat., May 9, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. (Also church garage
sale in July). 19-20p

ESTATE SALE
Fri., May 8, Sat., May 9, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
409 5th St. NE, Staples
CASH ONLY - NO EARLY SALES

Use front entrance to house. Items in garage also..
Artwork by Redlin, Edin, Norberg; bedroom set, gun
cabinet, vintage rocker, desk, sofa, 2 chairs, lamps, buffet,
nightstands, sm. round table/chairs, dining table, clawfoot
table, Redlin plates/mugs, vintage dish sets, many house-
hold items, two sm. dressers, Boyds Bears, Precious
Moments, shelf units, camera equip. film/slide projector &
screen, Ig. nativity, silverware set, Christmas items, Hall-
mark ornaments, many vintage items, golf clubs,
fish cleaning table, snowblower, mounted deer head,

garage items, metal ladders, tools, etc.

119-20x

607
Houses for Sale

Prairie View Neighborhood

2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES
* TWO STALL GARAGES

* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098
MIKE IVES REALTY

= www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

T

3\) \! 5‘\‘\'\‘ Q\“ \!

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVIGEDIREGTOR

GIZA

EST 1934

[PLUM

« PLUMBING
« HEATING

BING & HEATING

+ AIR CONDITIONING

« GEOTHERMAL

« NEW CONSTRUCTION

+ REMODEL
« SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.C

Ultimate Septic Service LLC
David Odden - Owner/Operator
Services:
eSeptic Pumping eJetting
*Emergencies
Call USS for all your septic
pumping needs!
218-296-1137

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

CELL 218-838-0581
RESIDENTIAL AND
LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

oM

Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service
218-515-2222

‘Septic System Installation
*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

668

Y

MN State Certified

Cushing_g, MN. 56443

LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

218-631-3101 888-878-5578

{
b

5 330th St.,

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

CONSTRUCTION

N

Asp
Roads

SW 2024 changed wk #3

@8 CONSTRUCTION LLc

Fill » Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
Staples, MN 56479
omct

218-894-3105 4

halt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
« Parking Lots  Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt

Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

A

Sellnow

Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R, Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 « 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
) Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

-~

) Septics

« Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning ~ « Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law

«Title Insurance « Elder Law

+ Personal Injury ~ + Auto Accidents

PHB /414675

Excavatin Phil Bjerga

g - 218-639-5007

|I‘|C. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

* Waterlines ¢ Trenching ¢ Basements * Retaining Walls

Landscaping & Site Preparation ¢ Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

o—_—

, Yot

«FREE ESTIMATE FROM

*COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

Dirt « Gravel » Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits o Fill Dirt -
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning ¢ Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential ;";"SE;D
Andy Statema ©320-594-2912 « 320-594-6347 *L"jgﬂfv

 p—

DESIGN TO INSTALLATION

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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OFFICE OF THE
MINNESOTA
SECRETARY OF
STATE
CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME
Minnesota Statues
Chapter 333

The filing of an assumed
name does not provide a
user with exclusive rights
to that name. The filing is
required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable
customers to be able to
identify the true owner of
a business..

ASSUMED NAME:

Cardinal Pines Apart-
ments

PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
BUSINESS: 1720 AIR-
PORT RD STAPLES MN
56479 USA

APPLICANT(S):

Name: Cardinal Pines
Apartments Staples LLC

ADDRESS: 175 7TH AVE
S WAITE PARK MN 56387
USA

If you submit an attach-
ment, it will be incorpo-
rated into this document.
If the attachment conflicts
with the information spe-
cifically set forth in this
document, this document
supersedes the data refer-
enced in the attachment.

By typing my name, |, the
undersigned, certify that | am
signing this document as the
person whose signature is
required, or as agent of the per-
son(s) whose signature would
be required who has authorized
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities.
I further certify that | have com-

pleted all required fields, and
that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in
compliance with the applicable
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. |
understand that by signing this
document | am subject to the
penalties of perjury as set forth
in Section 609.48 as if | had
signed this document under oath.

SIGNED BY:
Jaci Schindler

MAILING ADDRESS:

175 7th Ave South
Waite Park Minnesota
56387

EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL
NOTICES:

jaci@inhproperties.
com

Work Item
1644893000021
Original File Number
1644893000021

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE
FILED
04/23/2026 11:59 PM

Steve Simon
Secretary of State
19-20pnc

NOTICE
LEADER COMMUNITY
HALL BOARD

The Leader Commu-
nity Hall Board will meet
Thursday, May 14, 2026 at
the hall at 7:00 p.m.

Mark Strom, Secretary
19-20pnc

Puic Hearing Metice
Board of Commissicnars
Cass County, Nisnesol
For the Revocation of County Road status in May
Township

n begmeg @ he alowe

2, 4,165, and 4, Township 13 N
e norfwes! come of 5 Sechn &
i diong e north g of said Section 4 1o
oomer Teveal & & Cownly Sia A
Hlighacsy Ko, 35 and) B tesminging

Lenght - Approumazly & 7 mies

0 presserniend o s pubic hearmy

'/ Joshua [ Sievereon, Cazs Counly Adminskrar

20pnc
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NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
July 31, 2015

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$92,857.00

MORTGAGOR(S): Joel
Ambriz Carrillo, a single
person

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for
Wintrust Mortgage, a divi-
sion of Barrington Bank and
Trust Co., N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on August
3, 2015 as Document Number
495310 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned
to: Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
by assignment recorded on
September 10, 2019 as Doc-
ument Number A515937 in
the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The East
One hundred sixty-five (165)

NOTICE OF FILING FOR THE 2026 STATE GENERAL ELECTION

Motice is hereby given that a General Election will be held in Todd County on Tuesday, November 3, 2026 for the purpose of
electing candidates for the Federal, State, Judicial, and County offices listed below. The filing period for the offices of United
States Senator, United States Representative, State Senator, State Representative, Governor and Lieutenant Governor,
Secretary of State, State Auditor, Attorney General, Associate Justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court, Judge of the
Minnesota Court of Appeals, Judge of the District Court and County Offices begins at 8:00 a.m., Tuesday, May 19, 2026, and
ends at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 2, 2026.

Mote: Filing offices will be closed Monday, May 25, 2026, in observance of Memaorial Day.

The place of filing for Federal Offices is the Office of the Secretary of State, Veterans Services Building, 20 West 12" Street,

St. Paul, MN 55155,

The place of filing for State Offices is with the Office of the Secretary of State or with the County Auditor of the County in

which the candidate resides.

Candidates for judicial office may file either with the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State or with the county auditor in
the county where the candidate resides. A candidate filing for one of the Minnesota Court of Appeals seats that has been

designated for one of the congressional districts must be a resident of that congressional district.

The filing place for County Offices is with the County Auditor.

Candidates may file in person or by mail, if the filing is received during the filing period. Candidates who will be absent from
the state during the filing period and meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes section 204B.09, subdivision 1a, may
arrange Lo file during the seven days immediately preceding the candidate's absence from the state.

This notice 15 provided pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 204B.33 and 15 based on current law,

United States Senator

FEDERAL OFFICES

United States Representative for District 7
STATE LEGISLATIVE OFFICES

State Senator for District 5

State Representative for District 05B

STATE EXECUTIVE OFFICES

Governor and Lieutenant Governor

Secretary of State
State Auditor
Attorney General

JUDICIAL OFFICES

Supreme Court Associate Justice

- Seat ]
= Seat 2
- Seat 4

Judges of the Court of Appeals

- Seatl

- Seat 7 (3" Congressional District)

- Seatl3

- Seat 15 (3™ Congressional District)

- Seat 18

Seventh Judicial District Judges

- Sear 2

= Seat 8

- Sear 9

= Seat 11
- Seat 12
- Seat13
- Seat 14
- Seat 15
- Seat 21
- Seat 22
- Seat 24
= Seat 26
- Seat 27
- Seat 28
- Seat 30

Todd County Attorney

COUNTY OFFICES

Todd County Auditor-Treasurer

Todd County Recorder
Todd County Sheriff

Todd County Commissioner for Districi 2
Todd County Commissioner for District 4

Todd Soil & Water Conservation District

I Supervisor

Todd Soil & Water Conservation District TI1 Supervisor

Todd Soil & Water Conservation District

20-21pnc

V Supervisor

Witness my hand and official seal this 20™ day of April, 2026,

Denise Gaida, Todd County Auditor/Treasurer

feet of the South Seven-
ty-six (76) feet of the North
Eighty (80) feet of Lot Three
(3), Block One (1), Budgett's
First Addition to the Vil-
lage of Long Prairie, Todd
County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 215 6TH ST SE,
LONG PRAIRIE, MN 56347

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $77,622.88

TRANSACTION AGENT:
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Wintrust
Mortgage, a division of Bar-
rington Bank and Trust Co.,
N.A.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Wells Fargo Bank,
N.A.

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER:
36-0077000

TRANSACTION
AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER:
1000312-0001250034-1

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt
then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has
been discontinued, or that
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has
been returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: June 25, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee, on
the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
six (6) months from the date

of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on
December 28, 2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION
BY THE MORTGAGOR,
THE MORTGAGOR’S
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS,
MAY BE REDUCED TO
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH
A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION, AND
ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S)
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: April 02, 2026

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, PC.

By: /s/

N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Alexa Marsh, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(25-0371-FC02)

Federal law may
require reporting to
the Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network
for certain purchases
of residential property
by entities or trusts. A
successful third party
bidder may be required
to provide ownership and
identifying information
as a condition to complet-
ing the transfer.

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.

16-21pnc
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Freshwater

Educcation Diostrict

FRESHWATER
EDUCATION
DISTRICT #6004
Board Meeting
March 25, 2026
Wadena, MN

MINUTES

The meeting was called
to order by Chair Huttunen
at 5 p.m.

Present: R. Huttunen-Se-
beka, B. Tumberg-Wade-
na-Deer Creek; S.
Veronen-Verndale; J. Hill-
mer-Browerville; R. Van-
Denheuvel-Bertha-Hewitt;
R. Thalmann-Henning;
K. Howard-Menahga; R.
Wright-Staples-Motley.

Absent: C. Wolf-Long
Prairie-Grey Eagle.

Supt: L. Westrum-Wade-
na-Deer Creek.

Admin: E. Weber, J.
Wothe, J. Anderson, S.
Thiel.

Others: A. Wahlin, R.
Rothstein, J. Osberg, R.
Bowman.

Agenda: MOTIONED
BY Van Denheuvel and
seconded by Tumberg to
approve the agenda as pre-
sented. Vote: U/C

MOTIONED BY Tum-
berg and seconded by
Wright to approve the
consent agenda, which
included: prior meeting
minutes, policy updates,
26/27 SY agreements and
menu option, and person-
nel actions presented. Vote:
u/C

Reports Received:

Ex. Director: Board
members were reminded to
complete the Ex. Director
survey. READ Act training
is underway, with screen-
ings planned this spring
and additional ALC train-
ing to follow. The Adult
Pathway grant ends FY26
and was not renewed; the
Secondary Pathway con-
tinues through FY27, with
reapplication planned.
Negotiations remain ongo-
ing. Van inspections are

complete with one pend-
ing reinspection. The
LPALC site will be closed,
with services continuing.
Enrollment updates were
shared. Security upgrades
are being explored. Carl
Perkins coordination work
continues.

SpEd Director: Spring
Fling and monitoring
updates were shared. Acad-
emy enrollments are nearly
full, with several students
transitioning. Recent
and upcoming trainings
include principal and dis-
ability meetings in March.

Finance Manager:
Updates were provided on
PAWN, CESO consultation,
LTFM levy planning and
health insurance.

New Business

MOTION BY Hillmer
and seconded by Van-
Denheuvel to approve the
closure of the FED ALC
physical site at 308 1st St
S, Long Prairie, MN 56347
and discontinue seat-based
programming at that loca-
tion, and direct the Admin
to continue providing edu-
cation services through an
online instruction model,
effective for the 26/27 SY.
Roll Call VOTE: ABSTEN-
TIONS: None. AYE: Tum-
berg, Veronen, Hillmer,
VanDenheuvel, Thalmann,
Howard, Wright, Huttunen.
NAY: None ABSENT: Wolf.
Motion Carried.

MOTION BY Tumberg
and seconded by Veronen
to adopt the Cafeteria
Plan Adoption Agmt. plan
between Aviben and FED
#6004 as presented. VOTE-
u/C

MOTION BY Howard
and seconded by Wright
to approve the Mutual
Termination and Release
Agreement between LPGE
ISD #2753 and FED #6004
for terminating the lease
agreement for the LP ALC
leased space. ROLL CALL

See FRESHWATER
on page 10a



1 0 a Staples World

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT
AFFECTED BY THIS AC-
TION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has oc-
curred in the conditions of
the following described mort-
gage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
September 28, 2006

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$44,481.94

MORTGAGOR(S): Gary
W. Mertens, Jr. and Dayna S.
Mertens f/k/a Dayna S. Case,
husband and wife

MORTGAGEE: CitiFinan-
cial Services, Inc.

DATE AND PLACE OF
FILING: Recorded on Octo-
ber 3, 2006 as Document Num-
ber 444789 in the Office of the
County Recorder of Todd
County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned to:
Bayview Loan Servicing,
LLC by assignment recorded
on August 12, 2016 as Docu-
ment Number A500326 in the
Office of the County Record-
er of Todd County, Minne-
sota; thereafter assigned to
Bayview Dispositions IVB,
LLC by assignment recorded
on February 26, 2019 as Doc-
ument Number A513288 in
the Office of the County Re-
corder of Todd County, Min-
nesota; thereafter assigned to
Greenwich Revolving Trust
by assignment recorded on
February 26, 2019 as Docu-
ment Number A513289 in the

Todd County Board

P
t,\

Office of the County Record-
er of Todd County, Minneso-
ta; thereafter assigned to U.S.
Bank National Association,
not in its individual capaci-
ty but solely in its capacity
as Indenture Trustee of CIM
Trust 2019-R5 by assignment
recorded on March 18, 2026 as
Document Number A550468
in the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: Lots 7 and 8,
Block 1, Donovans Addition
to Staples, according to the
plat thereof on file and of re-
cord in the office of the Todd
County Recorder. And Lots
7,8,9, and 10, Block 1, Dono-
vans Addition to Staples, ac-
cording to the plat thereof on
file and of record in the office
of the Todd County Recorder.
Being an abstract property.
Todd County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 423 MINNESO-
TA AVE SW, STAPLES, MN
56479

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED
TO BE DUE ON THE MORT-
GAGE ON THE DATE OF
THE NOTICE: $28,279.16

TRANSACTION AGENT:
None

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: CitiFinancial
Services, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Fay Servicing, LLC

TAX PARCEL IDENTI-
FICATION NUMBER: 38-
0077300 and 38-0077400

TRANSACTION AGENT’S
MORTGAGE IDENTIFICA-
TION NUMBER: None

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted
at law to recover the debt

then remaining secured by
such mortgage, or any part
thereof, or, if the action or
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has been
discontinued, or that an ex-
ecution upon the judgment
rendered therein has been re-
turned unsatisfied, in whole
or in part.

PURSUANT, to the pow-
er of sale contained in said
mortgage, the above de-
scribed property will be sold
by the Sheriff of said county
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: June 25, 2026 at 10:00
AM.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South, Long
Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then se-
cured by said mortgage and
taxes, if any actually paid
by the mortgagee, on the
premises and the costs and
disbursements allowed by
law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is
twelve (12) months from the
date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VA-
CATE PROPERTY: Unless
said mortgage is reinstated
or the property redeemed, or
unless the time for redemp-
tion is reduced by judicial
order, you must vacate the
premises by 11:59 p.m. on
June 25, 2027.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR AS-
SIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-

UTES, SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT
THE MORTGAGED PREM-
ISES ARE IMPROVED WITH
A RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROPER-
TY USED IN AGRICULTUR-
AL PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RE-
LEASED FROM FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION ON MORT-
GAGE: None

Dated: April 16, 2026

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, NOTIN ITS
INDIVIDUAL

CAPACITY BUT SOLELY IN
ITS CAPACITY AS
INDENTURE TRUSTEE OF
CIM TRUST 2019-R5
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, PC.

By: /s/

*N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.*
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
Alexa Marsh, Esq.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(26-0067-FC01)

Federal law may re-
quire reporting to the Fi-
nancial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network for certain
purchases of residential
property by entities or
trusts. A successful third
party bidder may be re-
quired to provide owner-
ship and identifying in-
formation as a condition
to completing the trans-
fer.

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
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VOTE- ABSTENTIONS:
None. AYE Tumberg, Ve-
ronen, Hillmer, VanDen-
heuvel, Thalmann, How-
ard, Wright. NAY: None.
ABSENT: Wolf. Motion
Carried.

MOTION BY Veronen
and seconded by Wright to
approve the SpEd Finance
consulting agreement with
CESO. VOTE-U/C

MOTION BY Hillmer
and seconded by Howard
to approve the business
service agreement with
B-H ISD #786 as presented.
VOTE-U/C

MOVED BY Tumberg
and seconded by VanDen-
heuvel that the School
Board of FED #6004 grate-
fully accepts the following
donations as identified be-
low: Spring Fling: Anony-
mous - $160; West Central
Telephone, Sebeka - $100;
1st National Bank of Hen-
ning - $50; Todd Wadena
Electric, Wadena - $50;
Wadena State Bank, Wade-
na - $100; American Food
Group, Green Bay, WI -
$150; Anderson Homes, Se-
beka - $50; VFW Post 6206,
Menahga - $250; Arvig, Per-
ham - $150; United Commu-
nity Bank, Perham - $100;
Staples Lions Club, Staples
- $500; Super One, Wadena -
$100; Perham Area Commu-
nity Lions Club, Dent - $100;
Veteran of Foreign Wars,
Wadena - $200; Menahga
Gateway Lions, Menahga -

$250; Knights of Columbus,
Frazee - $250; Reading for
the Future: VFW Auxilia-
ry No. 3922, Wadena - $200;
Staples Lions Club, Staples
- $250; Motley Lions Club,
Motley - $1,000; Ameri-
can Legion Post #12, Long
Prairie - $200; Mid-Minne-
sota Federal Credit Union,
Brainerd - 100; Lincoln
Area Business Association,
Cushing - $620; American
Legion Post #124, Motley
- $200; Eagle Bend Lions,
Eagle Bend - $500; Staples
Eye Clinic, Staples - $50;
National Insurance Bro-
kers, Verndale - $100; Long
Prairie Dairy Queen, Long
Prairie - $100; Faith Luther-
an Church, Staples - $50;
Benning Printing, Clarissa
$25; Tower Pizza, Staples -
$100.

VOTE on adoption of
the Resolution was as fol-
lows: ABSTENTIONS:
None. AYE: Tumberg, Ve-
ronen, Hillmer, VanDen-
heuvel, Thalmann, How-
ard, Wright, Huttunen.
NAY: None. ABSENT: Wolf.
WHEREUPON, said Reso-
lution was declared duly
adopted.

MOTION BY Howard
and seconded by Hillmer to
adjourn the meeting at 5:39
p.m.

Respectifully submitted,
Scott Veronen,
Board Clerk
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of Commissioners

MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE TODD
COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS HELD
MARCH 17, 2026

Call to Order

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er's Board Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 17th day of March,
2026 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was
called to order by Chairperson Byers.
The meeting was opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Becker and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as
presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the following motions
and resolutions were introduced and
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting
Minutes for March 3, 2026 as pre-
sented.

Hire Ross Bollin for the part time
Correctional Officer position start
date TBD at a pay rate of $27.87 per
hour Grade 6/F step C

To approve the promotion of
Dominik Estrella Becerra to fill the
open Administrative Assistant Il/Bi-
lingual position. Grade D/4, Step A,
$22.60. Start date: TBD.

To approve an Off Sale and On
Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License for
BDKMN Inc dba Head of the Lakes
Resort at the address of 15080
Gardenia Drive, Osakis, MN in Les-
lie Township effective April 1, 2026
through March 31, 2027.

To approve an On Sale Wine Li-
cense for BDKMN Inc dba Head of
the Lakes Resort at the address of
15080 Gardenia Drive, Osakis, MN
in Leslie Township effective April 1,
2026 through March 31, 2027.

To approve a Setup License for
BDKMN Inc dba Head of the Lakes
Resort at the address of 15080
Gardenia Drive, Osakis, MN in Les-
lie Township effective April 1, 2026
through March 31, 2027.

Auditor-Treasurer

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was in-
troduced and adopted by unanimous
rollcall vote: To approve the Febru-
ary 2026 Auditor Warrants number
(ACH) 905801 through 905882 in
the amount of $885,412.90 (Man-
ual) 1200 through 1234 in the
amount of $1,877,714.33 and (Reg-
ular) 245885 through 246035 in the
amount of $888,040.06 for a total of
$3,651,167.29.

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Denny, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 404398 through 404420 in
the amount of $10,784.01 and (Reg-
ular) 59647 through 59689 in the
amount of $39,445.67 for a total of
$50,229.68.

On motion by Noska and sec-
ond by Denny, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
807350 through 807394 and (Reg-
ular) 713918 through 713963 for a
total of $89,823.61.

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Becker, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous rollcall vote: To approve the
Health & Human Services SSIS War-
rants number (ACH) 601946 through
601965 and (Regular) 518856
through 518881 for a total amount of
$131,562.16.

Administration

Judge Heidi Hovis was introduced
to the Board of Commissioners and
an opportunity to discuss concerns
and goals was held.

On motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the following resolution

was introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote:

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF
PRAIRIE LAKES MUNICIPAL SOLID
WASTE AUTHORITY

CAPITAL PROJECT

WHEREAS, Todd County is a
member of the Prairie Lakes Munici-
pal Solid Waste Authority (PLMSWA),
a five-member joint powers board
comprised of Becker, Clay, Otter Tail,
Todd, and Wadena Counties; and

WHEREAS, PLMSWA operates a
regional waste management program
that diverts approximately 54,000
tons per year of Municipal Solid
Waste (MSW) from landfilling through
resource recovery operations; and

WHEREAS, PLMSWA current-
ly landfills approximately 10,000
to 11,000 tons per year of waste
combustor ash and has conducted
thoughtful research, engineering re-
view, and pilot testing to transition to
a sustainable ash recycling and man-
agement program; and

WHEREAS; PLMSWA success-
fully demonstrated ash recycling
through a pilot road construction proj-
ect and is prepared to move toward
full-scale implementation; and

WHEREAS, potential funding
would provide $7,267,000 through
the Capital Assistance Program
(CAP) to support construction of a
permanent ash processing facility
and modernization of Otter Tail Coun-
ty’s solid waste transfer station; and

WHEREAS, PLMSWA and its
member counties will provide at
least a 50 percent local match
($7,267,000) proportionate to the
improvements they each receive, le-
veraging an additional $1,177,000
recommended for funding by the Leg-
islative-Citizen Commission on Min-
nesota Resources (LCCMR) in 2026,
pending legislative approval; and

WHEREAS, this project was
submitted to the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) and ranked
as the highest scoring application in
the MPCA's 2026 Capital Assistance
Program funding recommendations
to the Governor; and

WHEREAS, Todd County rec-
ognizes the importance of strategic
state investment in local infrastruc-
ture and strongly supports this proj-
ect as a key regional bonding request
for 2026.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd County Board
of Commissioners does hereby for-
mally support and respectfully urges
the Minnesota Legislature and Gov-
ernor to approve funding for this im-
portant regional infrastructure project.

County Ditch/Ag Inspector

On motion by Becker and sec-
ond by Noska, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: Acting as the Todd
County Ditch Authority approves hir-
ing Corbin Excavating for services
detailed in his Estimate 1005, dated
March 9, 2026, for Maintenance of
approximately 1,330 feet of Lateral 6
on County Ditch 41, located on par-
cels 08-00172 & 08-0019401.

Planning & Zoning

On motion by Neumann and sec-
ond by Denny, the following resolu-
tion was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION FOR A MINOR
AMENDMENT TO THE SAUK RIVER
WATERSHED 10-YEAR
COMPREHENSIVE
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

PLAN (CWMP)

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes
§103B.801 establishes the Com-
prehensive Watershed Management
Planning Program, also known as the
One Watershed, One Plan program
(1W1P) administered by the Board of
Water and Soil Resources (BWSR),
to align local water planning on ma-
jor watershed boundaries with state
strategies toward prioritized, target-
ed, and measurable implementation
plans; and

WHEREAS, Todd County ad-
opted the Sauk River Comprehen-
sive Watershed Management Plan
(CWMP) established through 1W1P
for the area of the Collaborative Mem-

ber’s jurisdiction identified within the
Sauk River Watershed; and

WHEREAS, the Sauk River
CWMP includes implementation
tables in Chapter 6 for the Water-
shed-wide Data, Monitoring, and
Planning Implementation Program to
direct funding to targeted resource
management and development of
biennial work plans, to be reviewed
by a Policy Committee established
via the execution of a joint powers
collaborative agreement amongst col-
laborative entities implementing the
Sauk River CWMP.

WHEREAS, Todd County en-
tered into a joint powers collabora-
tive agreement with collaborating
entities to implement the Sauk River
CWMP, and under this agreement a
Policy Committee was established to,
amongst other duties, review and rec-
ommend approval of 10-year CWMP
amendments to collaborative mem-
ber’s governing boards.

WHEREAS, Todd County has re-
ceived notice from said Policy Com-
mittee that: 1) the Policy Committee
has reviewed the proposed minor
amendment to the CWMP Chapter
6, Page 6-7, the addition of the pri-
ority implementation action “assess
the Cold Spring Dam for modification
opportunities to improve ecological
functions; fish passage; water qual-
ity and altered hydrology improve-
ments.” (full language in Exhibit A), 2)
the Policy Committee recommends
approval of the same by each col-
laborative member’s governing board
and 3) the Policy Committee will upon
receipt of support from all the col-
laborative member governing board,
follow the required BWSR 1W1P Op-
erating Procedures for a minor plan
amendment which includes providing
a 30-day comment for plan review
authorities, holding a public hearing
to respond to comments received,
and then submitting the minor plan
amendment to BWSR.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, Todd County hereby ap-
proves of a minor amendment to the
Sauk River Comprehensive Water-
shed Management Plan Chapter 6,
page 6-7, “assess the Cold Spring
Dam for modification opportunities
to improve ecological functions; fish
passage; water quality and altered
hydrology improvements.” (full lan-
guage in exhibit A) and direct the Pol-
icy Committee to fulfill the required
BWSR 1W1P Operating Procedures
for a minor plan amendment.

The March 2025 Planning Com-
mission minutes in draft form and
March staff report were provided for
review.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the findings of
the Planning Commission and grant
the CUP on parcel 07-0030100 to
manufacture and repair wooden pal-
lets with the following conditions:

1. Hours of operation shall be
restricted to 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
CST, Monday through Saturday.

2. Operation of the sawmill shall
be conducted within a permitted
structure.

3. Outdoor storage of products
shall be allowed but shall be conduct-
ed in compliance with Section 9.01B
of the Todd County Planning and
Zoning Ordinance. All outdoor stor-
age must be placed on the west and
north sides of the proposed structure.

4. There shall be no loading or
unloading of materials within the road
right of way.

5. Relocation of the existing
driveway to a location approved by
the road authority. Establishment of
additional driveway accesses must
be approved by the road authority.

6. Applicant shall abide by all oth-
er applicable federal, state, and local
standards.

On motion by Denny and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the findings of
the Planning Commission and grant
the CUP on parcel 20-0040500 to
establish a sawmill for wholesale and

retail sales with the following condi-
tions:

1. Hours of operation shall be
restricted to 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
CST, Monday through Saturday.

2. Operation of the sawmill shall
be conducted within a permitted
structure.

3. Outdoor storage of products
shall be allowed but shall be conduct-
ed in compliance with Section 9.01B
of the Todd County Planning and Zon-
ing Ordinance.

4. There shall be no loading or
unloading of materials within the road
right of way.

5. Applicant shall abide by all oth-
er applicable federal, state, and local
standards.

Health & Human Services

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve the elimination
of one Administrative Assistant Il po-
sition from the Financial Services Unit
from the organizational chart.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve the elimination
of one Paraprofessional Case Aide
position from the Adult Services Unit
from the organizational chart.

On motion by Becker and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: Approve notification to the
Minnesota Department of Commerce,
Todd County’s intent to administer
and deliver the Energy Assistance
Program for FFY 2027.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s

Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer re-
ported that the county’s annual audit
is in progress. Property Tax state-
ments will be releasing by March 31,
2026. Township elections were held
on March 10 and absentee voting
continues for the Little Falls & Staples
Motley upcoming special elections.

County Coordinator’s
Report

The County Coordinator reported
attending a CLA audit meeting, Keyl
radio, IT, Paycom, Personnel, U of
MN Intern, Arbitration prep and Child
care workshop.

County Commissioner’s
Report

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attend-
ed meetings including the Planning
Commission and TWCC.

Commissioner Denny has attend-
ed meetings including Planning Com-
mission, Personnel, Solid Waste and
Arbitration.

Commissioner Noska has attend-
ed meetings including TCDC Strate-
gic Planning session.

Commissioner Byers attended
meetings including Personnel, Park
Board, TCDC, Long Prairie Airport,
Planning Commission and Arbitration.

Commissioner Neumann attend-
ed meetings including CPT Person-
nel, Park Board, Solid Waste, Rain-
bow Rider, JD2 Millers Bay and Long
Prairie Airport meetings.

Adjourn

On motion by Becker and second
by Neumann, the meeting was ad-
journed for the month of March 2026.

AUDITOR WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
DOUGLAS SWCD ......... $23,225.24

LONG PRAIRIE
SANITATIONINC ............ 4,673.25
MN TEAMSTERS NO 320
.............................. 2,733.24
TWIN CITY SCALE CO .2,911.00
VERIZON ........cooceiiiiins 6,163.97
WADENA COUNTY SHERIFF
....3,147.50
WEST CENTRAL TECH
SERVICEAREA.............. 9,494.58
WIDSETH SMITH NOLTING
INC......ooo 3,246.25
25 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2,000 ..11,882.60
ACTIVE911 INC ....3,905.00
CARD SERVICES
COBORNS ....7,144.28

CENTRA CARE ...13,350.31

CLIFTON LARSONALLEN,

...12,127.50

COUNTIES PROVIDIN

TECHNOLOGY 8,155.00
DOUGLAS SWCD ........... 25,470.00
FLEET SERVICES/WEX

SERVINC .....oocoviiiiins 2,498.24
LINCOLN FINANCIAL

GROUP ...t 6,975.88
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE

COMPANY ...........c.ee 12,955.58

MINNESOTA POWER

2,051.47

MN DEPT OF FINANCE...... 6,954.00
MORRISON SWCD ........... 2,945.16
PACIFIC LIFE INSURANCE

CO .o 2,325.00
PETERS LAW OFFICE,

PA 4,550.00
POPE DOUGLAS SOLID WASTE

MANAGEMENT ... 35,406.64
PRAIRIE LAKES MUNICIPAL

SOLID WASTE AUTH .... 98,136.20
STAPLES ADVANTAGE ....... 3,393.64

11,097.50

TRIMIN SYSTEMS INC ...... 22,001.00
VOYANT COMMUNICATIONS,
LLC s 3,348.03
39 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2,000.............. 19,862.33
ACCENT WIRE - TIE .. ..2,282.25
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES
................................... 4,242.93

CENTERPOINT ENERGY ... 2,401.69
CENTERPOINT ENERGY.... 6,324.96
GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES

INC ..o 2,000.00
HOST CONSTRUCTION

COLLC ..o 2,765.00
LAKES COMMUNITY

COOPERATIVE ............... 2,859.47

LONG PRAIRIE LEADER ... 2,560.00
LONG PRAIRIE OIL

COMPANY .........cccveeee. 5,800.98
MINNESOTA POWER ...... 20,504.53
MISSISSIPPI HEADWATERS

BOARD.............coenen 2,000.00
NORTHERN STAR COOP... 6,062.42
PACIFIC LIFE INSURANCE

CO.vriiii 2,325.00
TODD SOIL & WATER

CONSDIST........ccoeene 86,090.60
TOWN OF BARTLETT 25,140.93
TOWN OF BERTHA ... 28,104.64
TOWN OF BIRCHDALE .....42,339.21
TOWN OF BRUCE............. 27,013.17
TOWN OF BURLEENE ..... 25,196.39
TOWN OF

BURNHAMVILLE .......... 33,491.60
TOWN OF

EAGLE VALLEY ............. 37,875.91
TOWN OF FAWN LAKE .... 32,207.42
TOWN OF GERMANIA...... 31,796.52
TOWN OF GORDON.......... 30,682.57

TOWN OF GREY EAGLE .. 26,209.10
TOWN OF HARTFORD...... 40,842.28

TOWNOFIONA.............. 38,494.42
TOWN OF KANDOTA . 25,065.06
TOWN OF LESLIE ..... 27,742.22

TOWN OF LITTLE ELK...... 21,696.93
TOWN OF LITTLE SAUK ... 34,459.53
TOWN OF

LONG PRAIRIE ...32,855.31
TOWN OF MORAN ... 30,805.93
TOWN OF REYNOLDS..... 29,137.35
TOWN OF

ROUND PRAIRIE .......... 40,944 .21
TOWN OF STAPLES......... 30,594.86
TOWN OF

STOWE PRARIE ......... 35,721.62
TOWN OF

TURTLE CREEK............ 17,161.61
TOWN OF VILLARD 38,370.30
TOWN OF WARD ...22,647.53
TOWN OF WEST UNION .. 22,321.02
TOWN OF WYKEHAM ..... 36,627.36
47 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000 ... ... 19,954.56
M. ..2,340.75
AFSCME COUNCIL 65....... 5,083.72
CENTERPOINT ENERGY ... 7,679.09
LAMUSGA/JASON........... 80,904.00
LARSON ABSTRACT

COMPANY ........ccocvnnenn. 2,374.50
LAW ENFORCEMENT

LABOR SERV INC 2,385.98
MACO ................. 2,190.00
MADDEN GALANTE

HANSEN, LLP................ 2,666.52
NORTH COUNTRY CHEVROLET

BUICKGMC............... 166,079.76
PETERS LAW OFFICE,

PA ... .. 2,096.25
SHICORP......... ..8,632.63
TODD CO MIS DEPT.......... 2,410.00
25 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000 ....13,100.47

HUMANA INSURANCE
COMPANY 7,5655.97
PAYCOM PAYROLL, LLC ...45,427.57

VOYA(MSRS) ........ccoueennn 2,049.86
WEX HEALTH INC - HSA .. 43,506.09
COUNTY OF TODD .. ...3,245.84
VOYA (MSRS) ... ...4,437.25
PAYCOM PAYROLL,

LLC ..o 619,345.07

PAYCOM PAYROLL, LLC...10,787.61
WEX HEALTH INC - HSA .. 16,198.59

COUNTY OF TODD .. 3,845.34
VOYA (MSRS) ...3,730.72
PAYCOM PAYROLL, LLC .. 42,672.05
VOYA (MSRS) ... ..31,104.11
US BANK-CC ..7,285.38
HUMANA INSURANCE

COMPANY .....oooeiiiiinns 8,5682.97
BETTER HEALTH

COLLECTIVE............. 331,839.00

MN DEPT OF REVENUE .. 51,631.32
BETTER HEALTH

COLLECTIVE............... 31,782.00
PAYCOM PAYROLL,
LG, 598,163.83

PAYCOM PAYROLL, LLC .... 3,486.12
16 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000 ....11,037.64
CITY OF BERTHA. ...2,031.88
CITY OF EAGLE BEND....... 7,583.84
MN DEPT OF FINANCE ..... 9,239.00
SCHOOL DISTRICT

2170 . 28,165.03

TOWN OF FAWN LAKE .... 12,676.94
9 PAYMENTS LESS
THAN $2.000................ 3.166.29

TOTAL:.. $3,651,167.29
COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
BARR ENGINEERING

COMPANY .......coevvviiinns 3,236.50
CITY OF ST CLOUD........... 7,799.39
LONG PRAIRIE LEADER .... 7,225.00
SHICORP .....ovvvivviiiiiinnas 4,347.48
ST CLOUD ACOUSTICS

INC ..ot 2,250.00
61 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000... 25,371.31
Total: ...ccovrnnnnnnnns .. 50,229.68

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

WARRANTS

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
FDHS - SWIFT ......ooceeee. 11,182.56
RURAL MN CEP INC ....... 14,990.13
TODD COUNTY AUDITOR

TREASURER .... ....15,096.10
USPS-POC 5,333.89
75 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000 ............. 30,641.50
AMAZON CAPITAL

SERVICES .............o.o. 2,001.83
MAGNIFI FINANCIAL

CREDIT UNION.............. 3,021.59

COST EFF HEALTHIINS ..... 2,100.00
8 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000................. 5,456.01
Total: $ 89,823.61

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
GDHS - MOOSE LAKE RTC -

462 . $2,844.25
DHS - MSOP-MN SEX OFFENDER
PROGRAM-462 ............. 4,929.00

HEARTLAND GIRLS

....28,653.20

LEVIN/TANJAA....
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE

OF MN-STPAUL .......... 2,723.65
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICE

OF MN-STPAUL.......... 3,413.48
MERIDIAN SERVICES

NORTH HOMES CHILDREN &
FAMILY SRVS ... ....12,329.80

...5,745.68

2,025.52

VALLEY LAKE BOYS

HOMEINC................. 19,354.00
VILLAGE RANCH INC ...... 26,255.48
34 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000... 19.064.24

Total: .... ..131,562.16

On a motion by Noska and second
by Neumann, the preceding minutes of
the County Board meeting held March
17, 2026 were duly approved by unani-
mous vote at the Todd County Board of
Commissioners at the Regular Board
Meeting held on April 7, 2026.

Witness my hand and seal:

/s/ on file: Bob Byers,

County Board Chairperson

/s/ on file: Denise Gaida,

Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
20pnc
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Students learn about
money management
at Reality Store

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Students at Staples-Mot-
ley High School had the
opportunity to participate
in the Reality Store April
22, an event held at the high
school’s Legacy Gym in Sta-
ples.

‘What’s the Reality
Store?’” you might ask.
According to online infor-
mation, it’s an interactive
financial simulation for
high school students, acting
as a “life-simulation game”
that teaches money man-
agement. Students receive a
mock salary, marital status,
whether or not they have
children, then visit booths
to budget expenses.

This year’s Reality Store
was planned by Staples-Mot-
ley staff members Melissa
Jewison, paraprofessional;
Deb Ferdon, principal; and
Steve Jennissen, guidance
counselor. Jewison also
served as coordinator for
the event.

“It’s a great way to help
prepare students for life
after graduation,” Jewison
said.

Approximately 70 volun-
teers from the community
participated, playing the
roles of bankers, car deal-
ers, law enforcement, med-
ical workers, insurance
brokers, daycare providers
and a host of other entities
students might encoun-
ter as they enter ‘the real
world.’

After visiting the various
booths, students made deci-
sions for their household
based on their budget, as

well as life circumstances
assigned to them.

Hailey Richardt, a
junior at SMHS, learned
she worked as a Forensic
Science Technician, with a
monthly income of $6,250.
Her assigned sheet noted
she was single, with no chil-
dren.

Richardt said she partici-
pated at the Reality Store as
a sophomore, as well, and
found it to be very help-
ful. “Until last year, I didn’t
know how to fill out a check-
book,” she said.

Although she had a good
salary, Richardt said she
was going to have to look for
a second job. She’d paid for
necessary things like car
and health insurance, but,
“got hit by the dentist” and
needed some extra cash.

“Wish me luck,” Richardt
said, as she set off to make
more monetary decisions.

Hunter Vogt, sophomore,
had been assigned the
career of hunting and fish-
ing, which he said suited
him just fine. His ‘charac-
ter’ was married with no
kids, and he brought in
$2,417 a month. Vogt said it
was eye-opening, as he nav-
igated monthly expenses,
adding, “Life is kind of
hard.”

Staples Police Marty
Penner strolled the gymna-
sium, handing out tickets
on occasion and accompa-
nying students to see the
judge as needed. Officer
Penner said that most kids
are shocked to learn about
the cost of fines, and also
what happens if you don’t
carry liability insurance for

a motor vehicle.

Even though Lilly
Czechowicz had been
assigned a rather nice
paying job as an interior
designer, along with a hus-
band who brought in an
extra $3,500 a month, she
chose to buy a used vehi-
cle over a new one. Buying
things within your means
was something she’d
learned at the Reality Store
event. She also learned that,
“I don’t want Kkids...they're
too expensive.”

Molly Hoemberg, a soph-
omore, was also learning
the importance of budget-
ing. She was assigned the
job of a mechanic, bringing
in $4,083 a month. When
she visited the car sales-
man’s booth, she chose to
purchase two used vehicles.
“I’ve learned you have to be
spending your money on
the right kinds of things.”

And, you’d better be
saving for a rainy day, as
many students discovered
at the Reality Store. There
might be a doctor’s visit
you weren’t planning on, or
you have a roof that needs
repair. Every so often, you
might bring home some
surprise cash, like Hailey
Richardt did when she spun
the Wheel of Fate. “I helped
someone get their cat out of
the tree and received $50,”
she said.

Hmmm...should she put
the money into her savings
account, or treat herself to
lunch with friends? Those
are the sorts of questions
students pondered while
shopping at the Reality
Store.

Visiting the cashiers

From left, Staples-Motley High
School students Ally Pesola and Jonathan

Faulkner, 10th and 11th graders, respec-

tively, stopped by to visit cashiers Tammi
Walz, far right, and her son, Jordan Walz.

Making decisions about clothing

Hunter Vogt, Staples-Motley High
School sophomore, gets some advice
from Dianne Heldman about budgeting
for clothing during the Reality Store. Held-
man said she noticed that many of the

guys were choosing to buy more expen-
sive clothes for their “wives” and thrift
store items for themselves, which she
thought was sweet. (Staples World photo
by Dawn Timbs)
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Hailey Richardt, a junior at Sta-
ples-Motley High School, spun the
‘Wheel of Fate’ during the recent Reality
Store event. In back is Mythanne Thomp-
son, volunteer at that booth. At right is

Summoned to court

Bryson Dumpprope, sophomore, re-

ceived a “ticket” from Police Officer Marty
Penner during the Reality Store event at

Staples-Motley High School for not hav-

Spinning the ‘Whel of Fa

’
te
volunteer Russ Holland. Approximately
175 students participated at the April 22
event, learning about budgeting money in

the ‘real world.” (Staples World photos by
Dawn Timbs)

ing proof of insurance. He stopped by to
see “Judge” Tom Honek and was able to
get his case dismissed.
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Used car or new?

From left: Lilly Czechowicz and Mol-
ly Hoemberg, Staples-Motley High School
students, stopped by the auto dealership
booth during the Reality Store event April
22. Czechowicz, a junior, consulted with

Receiving tax help

Nathan Randolph, sophomore, gets
some tax help from Mike Gold at the re-
cent Realty Store at Staples-Motley High
School. Mike and his wife, Cindy Gold,
played the role of IRS/tax consultants,

Carl Larson, and Hoemberg, a sopho-
more, looked over her budget with Robert
Drake. Both girls chose to purchase used
vehicles to save money.

helping students calculate how much of
their income would be withdrawn to pay
taxes. Randolph noted that he'd been as-
signed a monthly income of $3,571 and
a family with two children.
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Machine trades display by Stan Tyrrell

When he was an instructor at Central Lakes Col-
lege, Stan Tyrrell made this display of multiple machines
with moving parts that are powered by air pressure being
put into the device. This is the display they would take to
high schools to get students interested in the program
and to show that they can make anything they set their

MACHINES continued from page 1a

High-level machine trades programs connected Staples students
to manufacturing around the world, thanks to Mike Matanich

bers a shop class in high
school where Matanich was
heat treating a steel part to
change its color.

“He asked me three times
what color it was, and I
kept saying purple. I finally
learned on the fourth time
that he wanted me to say a
different color,” said John-
son.

With the help of those
three leaders, the machine
tool trades program
advanced from the high
school into a college pro-
gram with the Staples Voca-
tional Technical Institute,
now Central Lakes College.

The program eventually
became the Staples Area
Vocational Technical Insti-
tute, and became a college
program. Tyrrell and John-
son were both there when
they moved out of the high
school into a separate loca-
tion.

“We had to move some big
machinery and arrange it,
the heavy equipment pro-
gram was involved in that,”
said Johnson.

In the early days, Tyr-
rell said the machines and
tools came from govern-
ment machines that were
in storage after the war. He
said Lund and Matanich
had connections in the gov-
ernment so they would do a
lot of negotiating to get the
tools to Staples.

“We would clean them
up and use them, we had
to maintain them and keep
them in working condition,”
said Tyrrell.

Ford Foundation
competition

For both Johnson and
Tyrrell, the annual Ford
Foundation machining
competition was the biggest
event of the year, and the
Staples program was very
successful in the competi-
tion.

“The first place winners
got a free trip to Dearborn,
Michigan, and $100, which
was a lot in those days,”
said Johnson.

Out of 50,000 entries
from around the country,
Johnson said there was an
unusual number of win-
ners from Staples.

“We had at least three
first place winners and a lot
of other people who placed,”
said Johnson. “We had 15
or 20 people recognized, and
this was a national competi-
tion. I was the last one who
got a first place award in the
machine shop area.”

He still has his goblet,
the trophy given to national
winners.

It wasn’t just that one
competition that they
looked forward to, Matan-
ich would take students to
Chicago every year for the
International Tool Show.

“They had tools from
Japan and China, the whole
manufacturing world was

mind to.

Now CLC has a large trailer filled with technology

and automated machines to show students how the ma-

chining industry is different than the past. (Staples World

photo by Mark Anderson)

-

Rise of the machines
Central Lakes College machine

trades instructor Jim Tyrrell shows two of
the items his students have made recent-

ly, a bench vice and a small grinder. Be-

there,” said Tyrrell.

“The whole world was
connected to this town,”
said Johnson.

Professional
opportunities

With around 150 gradu-
ates per year at the height
of the program, “We satu-
rated the state of Minne-
sota,” said Tyrrell.

In the 1960s, many of the
graduates of the Staples
program were offered an
immediate job by Northern
Ordinance, a business in
the Twin Cities that made
MAC 5 guns for war.

Tyrrell said he went to
work there starting June
3, a week after graduating
from the program.

“We would start in an
apprenticeship and move
through every section of
the plant, then we would be
a journeyman,” said Tyr-
rell.

It was an honor to have
one big company that
wanted as many Staples
graduates as they could get.

“That’s a tribute to our
machining program,” said
Johnson. “They used to call
Staples the city with boot-
straps, the machining pro-
gram was a big part of that.”

Improving the
community

The whole town was
better because of the pro-
gram, not just the machin-
ists, said Johnson.

At one time there were
30 machine shops within
a 30 mile radius of Sta-
ples. There are still close to
that many, plus a number
of people who support
other industries with their
machining skills.

Johnson said the 3M

plant came to Staples
because of Matanich.

“He was from the Iron
Range, so when a mine was
closing down there, he got

the heavy equipment pro-
gram to bring their build-

ing to Staples. That was
the first 3M building,” said
Johnson.

Lund was a apart of that
also. “They always worked
together,” said Johnson.

Both Johnson and Tyr-

rell came back to Staples
to teach the machine tool
trades to local students.

“Matanich would call us
up and ask when we wanted
to come back, 10 to 15 of us
came back to teach,” said
Tyrrell.

Tyrrell said several of
his sons and nine of his
grandsons went through
the program. His son, Jim,
is currently the machine
tool trades instructor at
CLC in Staples. He said the
same opportunities are still
available today. Graduates
of today’s program are still
sought after in nearly every
industry and in every part
of the country.

Stan Tyrrell and John-

son can name many of
the area businesses that

were started by their stu-

dents, including Diamond
Tools in Bertha, plus local
shops like JDM, Olander
Tooling and D&D. Tyrrell
said he has two grandsons
running a shop in Aldrich,
along with assisting other
area businesses. They are
also on advisory boards
for machining businesses
and participate in the USS
Skills programs, which is

similar to the ford Founda-

tion competition.

hind him is the automated CNC machine
at the college that can cut and carve ma-
terials to any shape programmed into it.

Modern machining

Modern shops use com-
puter-based machining pro-
grams. Students still have
to figure out how to build
a product, but instead of
doing everything by hand,
they put the specs into the
computer.

“They still have to use
their imagination to build
anything,” said Jim Tyrrell.

At the current CLC
machine tool trades pro-
gram, students learn the
whole industry.

“We teach everything
from drafting to design,
computer and automated
machines,” said Jim Tyr-
rell.

They can learn mold
making, tool and die and are
bringing metal stamping to
the program next year. They
also work with the robotics
and diesel tech programs at
the campus.

With an aging work force,
he said Minnesota has
around 5,000 machine work-
ers close to retiring, with
only 300 graduates coming
in.

“They can get a job any-
where,” said Tyrrell.

Stan Tyrrell said he is
still close to the industry,
with so many of his family
members a part of it and
his career connections still
close.

They still talk about
all the thousands of prod-
ucts being made, with the
common origin of the Sta-
ples machine tool trades
program.

“There are so many sto-
ries out there, I can’t wait to
see what will happen every
day,” said Tyrrell.

Students at work

Central Lakes College students Archer Stangler,
above, Caiden Davenport, below, and Brett Nelson, bot-
tom photo, work on machining projects at the Staples
campus. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

HANSON continued from page 1a

Economic development stems from
industry, education

community, but he can see
that the way forward for the
Staples Economic Develop-
ment Authority (SEDA) is
to create more connections
locally and reach out to the
rest of the state.

“We can use current
resources, highlight busi-
nesses, get more people to
shop here, and build a cohe-
sive network between the
lot of them,” said Hanson.

Hanson moved to Staples
from New Ulm, with a wide
range of experience in agri-
culture business, education
and economic development.

Working for Smith-
field Foods, Hanson said
he came to Minnesota for
management training. He
later worked for a commu-
nity college where his work
was essentially in economic
development, coordinating
with cities, counties and
area businesses.

He kept going down the
path of economic devel-
opment while working in
Janesville for the Commu-
nity and Economic Devel-
opment Associates (CEDA)
organzation, which pro-
vides economic develop-
ment services for smaller
towns that do not have a full
time position.

“I found out I wanted
to keep this rolling,” said
Hanson.

When the Staples EDA
Director position came up,
Hanson was very familiar
with the community. Work-
ing for Smithfield, he often
used Staples and Motley as
meeting places. He would
send trucks to Brick’s in

Motley and he would meet
people at the TimberLake
Hotel in Staples. He also
had been to the CL.C campus
and knew Keith Olander at
AgCentric.

“I had spent some time
here,” said Hanson.

What he remembered is
that the community was
very kind and welcoming.

“I kept coming back to the
hotel, to the restaurant, to
Ernies, everyone was really
nice,” said Hanson.

As a representative of
Smithfield Foods, when he
tried to get their products
into the grocery store, they
kindly told him no.

“Even the rejection was
nice,” said Hanson.

So he checked with
his local contacts and his
friends at Region 9 told him
to talk to Region 5 in Sta-
ples. It all checked out as a
positive community, so he
applied for the job.

“It was a great location
and a great opportunity,”
said Hanson.

Once he got to Staples,
Hanson started learning
more about the community.

“It’s a lot bigger than I
thought,” he said. “There is
a lot of recent development,
the college (CLC), many
businesses, manufacturing,
non-profits, the school dis-
trict...all the ingredients
are here, but not everybody
knows it yet.”

Hanson said he wants to
help those ingredients come
together to make things the
whole community can bene-
fit from.

You will notice the delivery of your newspaper will be one to two
days later due to new postal delivery regulations implemented by the
federal government April 25, 2026 and made effective with the April
29, 2026 issue of the Staples World. You will receive your Staples
World newspaper one to two days later than usual as only one postal
truck will be available in Staples. The Staples World regular
publication date will remain on Wednesdays.




