Inside this issue:

Staples-Motley Madrigal Dinner Dec. 6
Holiday gratitude Thanksgiving
Girls basketball opens season with win
One injured in fire at Staples Hi-Rise

Parade of

Lights Kicks off
Christmas season
in Staples

Christmas events in Sta-
ples:

» The second annual Hol-

iday Parade of Lights will
be held Saturday, Nov. 29,
starting at 5:30 p.m., start-
ing at the high school and
heading through downtown
Staples.

» The Staples Lions Club
is coordinating the Lights
in the Pines display at Pine
Grove Park, open 5-8 p.m.
on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays through Decem-
ber.

« The Staples Chamber
of Commerce is starting
a Shop Local program for
the 12 days of Christmas
Dec. 12-23. Participants
can qualify for prizes to be
drawn Dec. 23. Details can

o0
Weather
o0

2025
This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

Nov.26 26 15 M. Cloudy
Nov.27 27 10 P. Cloudy
Nov.28 25 14 Cloudy
Nov.29 26 12 Cloudy
Nov.30 24 3 M. Cloudy
Dec.1 16 0 M. Cloudy
Dec.2 15 5 M. Cloudy

Last Year, 2024
High Low Cond.

Nov.26 16° 6 P. Cloudy
Nov.27 21 16 Cloudy
Nov.28 20 17 Cloudy
Nov.29 6 2 Cloudy
Nov.30 5 -4  Sunny
Dec.1 10 0 M. Sunny
Dec.2 12 2  Cloudy

Average Temps:
H=31°Low = 16°
Have a Great
Thanksgiving!

Compiled by
Dale Hausmann,
WCCO’s Staples area
Weatherwatcher

be found

"« The Staples Area Men’s
and Women’s Chorus are
hosting the Community

Christmas Concert on Sat-

urday, Dec. 13.

« The Polar Xpress, pre-

sented by Central Lakes
College and the Staples
Historical Society will be
held Saturday, Dec. 13 and
Sunday, Dec. 14, from 12

-4 p.m. each day. This free

event for all ages includes
model trains, crafts, activi-
ties, artifacts from history,
including Christmas and
railroad memorabilita, and
a festival of trees. New this
year, vendors and a new
theme. The Polar Xpress is
held at Central Lakes Col-
lege in Staples.
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LOCﬂl illdllStl‘y pl‘GSGlltS tO StudelltS The Staples-Motley Legacy Gym was

filled with students and technology for the Hometown Careers Collective event on Nov. 19. Local manufacturers,
producers, industries and businesses were invited to show students what they do, what jobs are available in the
community and what skills are needed to earn those jobs. See story, page 10a. (Photo by Mark Anderson)

Motley’s Planning and Zoning
Commission votes against rezoning

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Starlight Cannabis LLC
was hoping to set up shop
at the former school prop-
erty in Motley, adapting the
long-vacant school into a
modern, secure cultivation
site.

That isn’t going to
happen, as was made clear
at a public hearing Nov. 17,
led by Motley’s Planning
and Zoning Commission.

NikKki Bjerga was Acting
Chair of the meeting, as
Commissioner Dennis
Erickson was absent. Other
commissioners included
Pat O’Regan, Steve Johnson
and April Skeesick-Larson.

During the hearing, the
commission considered
an application from Lyle
Gillson, Co-Founder of
Starlight Cannabis LLC, to
rezone the former school
property located on 1st Ave.
South in Motley from Down-
town Mixed Use (DMU) to
Industrial.

Also in attendance at the
hearing were Justin Burslie,
Associate Director of Com-
munity Development and
Katie Kostohryz, Commu-
nity Development Adminis-
trator, both of Sourcewell.
The City of Motley con-
tracts from Sourcewell for
its Community Develop-
ment (Planning and Zoning).

The subject proper-
ties, currently owned by
Daniel and Isabella Druk,
involved 17 parcels, sitting
on approximately 5.4 acres.
The rezoning proposal was
for the school property
itself, minus the old cream-
ery and the open field on the
northeast corner. Gillson
mentioned Starlight Canna-
bis LLC planned to donate
the creamery to the Motley
Historical Society and the
field to another entity.

In their application. Gill-
son stressed that if rezoned,
the property would be used
exclusively for indoor can-
nabis cultivation by Star-
light Cannabis LLC. It
would be a single-operator,
single-use facility. There
would be no retail sales and
no public-facing dispensary
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Standing room o

More than 60 people crowded into
the meeting room at Motley City Hall the
afternoon of Nov. 17, for a public hearing
conducted by the Planning and Zoning
(P & Z) Commission. The purpose of the
hearing was to consider a request to re-
zone the former school building property
on 1st Ave. South in Motley from Down-
town Mixed Use to Industrial. The appli-
cant, Starlight Cannabis LLC, hoped to

use the property (which includes an ex-

operations.

The application also
noted that the existing
88,583 square foot building
would be adapted into a
modern, secure cultivation
site.

Rezoning to Industrial
is the required first step
before any conditional use
permit may be considered.

At the hearing, Burslie
and Kostohryz presented
the commission with
options, for and against, the
rezoning. They presented
seven findings for each.

Regarding findings for
consideration for denial,
Burslie and Kostohryz cited
a goal contained in the City

of Motley’s Comprehen-
sive Plan, which is ‘to pro-

tect residential areas from
industrial encroachment
and other incompatible
land uses.” This request to

rezone the subject proper-

ties (located in a residential
area) to Industrial is NOT
compatible with the city’s
Comprehensive Plan.

In their findings for con-

sideration for approval,
they noted that rezoning the

subject properties to Indus-

trial is compatible with the
surrounding neighborhood,
as the subject property is
adjacent to vacant/railroad
property to the north. The
property is separated from
the nearby residential and
commercial areas by public
right-of ways. They went
on to note that the request

to rezone the subject prop-

erties is consistent with
goals contained in the comp.
plan, including to “Promote

Motley as a thriving com-

munity actively seeking to
partner with business and
industry seeking new sites
and stressing the natural
amenities of the Motley

nly at Motley City Hall

isting 88,583 square foot building) for in-
door cannabis cultivation. Pictured above,
from left, are commission members Pat
O’Regan, Nikki Bjerga and Steve John-
son; Katie Kostohryz, Community De-
velopment Administrator; Justin Burslie,
Associate Director of Community Develp-
ment; and Tami Brotherton, Motley City
Clerk/Treasurer. (Staples World photo by
Dawn Timbs)

area to attract a wide range
of industries in a small
town environment.”

Prior to any action by
the commission, the com-
mission heard from both
the applicants, as well as
members of the public who
wished to comment.

Gillson, along with
Jeramy Mercil, CEO of Star-
light Cannabis LLC, spoke
at the hearing.

Gillson told the commis-
sion that he and Mercil are
“just two good guys,” both
from Minnesota. Gillson
hails from Stillwater, and
Mercil, a Grand Rapids
native, currently lives in
Duluth. Their goal was not
about lining ‘deep pockets,’
but that of helping the com-
munity.

He was initially intro-
duced to cannabis when his
high school girlfriend was

See MOTLEY on page 12a

School board moves referendum forward

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley
School Board approved sub-
mitting their facility plans
to the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Education with the
hope of getting it approved
for an April 14 referendum.

The $40 million referen-
dum would add Career and

Serving Your Community for 135 Years.

Technical Education (CTE)
rooms at the high school
building and move the fifth
grade to the elementary
school, with new class-
rooms built there.

The referendum would
not increase property taxes
over the current level, with
the school portion of taxes
remaining the same as the
current level.

Staples-Motley Business
Manager Ellie Hill, Super-
intendent Shane Tappe and
ICS firm representative
Jason Splett presented the
project to the board.

Tappe said the plan was
shaped by stakeholders,
who developed some main
themes, including more
CTE spaces and equipment,
updating general education

space in the high school,
safety and security, audi-
torium improvements and
the educational grade align-
ment of moving fifth grade
to the elementary school.
Tappe said the study
showed that improvements
need to made sooner than
later. The community

See SCHOOL on page 3a
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Nov. 12 and 13 near Staples much to the delight of evening viewers. (Submitted
photos)
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A fire at the Staples
Hi-Rise apartments the eve-
ning of Nov. 19 resulted in
one victim being air-lifted
to a metro hospital, and
other tenants being dis-
placed due to smoke.

According to a press
release from Staples Fire
Chief Cole Yungbauer, the
Staples Fire Dept. was
dispatched to the Hi-Rise
apartments at 9:27 p.m., for
an activated smoke detec-
tor and general fire alarm.
While Staples Fire units
were responding, they were
advised that smoke was
showing on the second floor
of the 60-unit apartment
complex.

Upon their arrival, Sta-
ples firefighters did a pri-
mary search of the second
floor and a victim was
located in the apartment of
the fire’s origin. The victim
was transported by ambu-
lance to Lakewood Health
System Hospital in Staples
and later flown to a metro
hospital.

The fire was contained
to a single living unit in
the apartment building,
however other surround-
ing living units sustained
minor smoke damage.

Several tenants were dis-
placed due to the smoke and
are receiving services from
the Red Cross.

The Staples Fire Dept.
was assisted by Lakewood
Health System Ambulance,
Motley Fire Dept., Verndale
Fire Dept., Staples Police

Northern Lights viewers catch images

The Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis) glowed, illuminating the northern sky

SHOP LOCAL, STAPLES!

First Annual - 12 Days

to Christmas Countdown
A Staples Area Chamber Member Event

How to Participate
1. Shop at any of the 12 participating Chamber-member businesses.
2. Make a purchase over $10.
3. Either “LIKE” the busines on Facebook OR “CHECK IN” at the
business on Facebook
Each qualifying visit earns you an entry into th business’s drawing.

§8 12-Day Daily Business Countdown (Dec 12-22)

DAILY DRAWINGS- One winner drawn each day by
the featured business.

Grand Prize - December 23

On December 23rd, all entries from all 12 businessbe combined
for a final drawing for a grand prize worth over $500 businesss

Why Shop Local This Season?

* Your dollars stay right here
in Staples

* You support local jobs.
local families & local growth

Stay Connected!
Please FOLLOW & LIKE
the Staples Area Chamber
of Commerce on Facebook.
« View the list of participating
businesses « You strengthen Chamber events,
« Daily winner programs & community traditions

announcements  JOJN THE COUNTDOWN!
all seasonlong  watch for the *Shop Local -12 Days
to Christmas” signs and entering
November 29

One injured, others displaced,
after fire at Staples Hi-Rise

Staples Hi-Rise

The Staples Hi-Rise Apartments, located at 615
4th St. NE, sustained damage as the result of a fire
the evening of Nov. 19. See story for details. (Staples
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Dept., Wadena County Sher-
iff’s Office, Todd County
Sheriff’s Office and the Min-
nesota Fire Marshal Divi-
sion.

The Staples Fire Dept.
expressed their thanks to

all partners for their crucial
role during this incident.

According to officials,
this fire remains under
investigation and no further
information will be released
at this time.

Todd County
Sheriff’s report

Boat & Water Incident: On Nov. 9 at 8:07 a.m., the Todd
County Sheriff’s Office received a report of a boat flipped
over with two subjects in the water on Mud Lake, 29083

County 16, Browerville.

Contact was made with the juvenile males and efforts

were made to rescue them.

TCSO was assisted on scene by Minnesota DNR, Brow-
erville Fire Department, Browerville Ambulance and
Long Prairie Fire Department..

School district
statistics
show students
improving

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

A student achievement
data report was presented
at the Nov. 17 Staples-Mot-
ley School Board meeting by
Jenny Pantzke, Staples-Mot-
ley Teaching and Learning
Coordinator.

Pantzke said the school
assessments include
required state testing, plus
statistics for each grade and
classroom. She said the aca-
demic assessments even to
to the personal level to make
sure each student has their
basic needs met before they
come to school, including
food, clothing, safety, health
and a sense of belonging.

Pantzke said Staples-Mot-
ley has a high homeless
rate for students and a high
rate of free and reduced
meal students, compared
to state averages. Region-
ally, the school is one of the
lower free and reduced rate
schools.

Staples-Motley has an
extremely high graduation
rate at 95 percent, with the
state average at 84 percent.

On statewide testing, the
school is below the state
average for math and read-
ing, but above the state
average for science, which
is measured with tests for
grade five, eight and ten.

School board member
Ryan Wright said he found
that interesting because sci-
ence takes a lot of reading
and math to understand.

Despite being lower than
state average for reading
and math, Pantzke pre-
sented individual stastics
that show that the students
are growing from year to
year and making grade level
improvements.

To improve their scores,
Pantzke said 34 teachers
are participating in profes-
sional development through
the READ Act. The school
is also changing their math
curriculum so that each
grade aligns with what the
students learned in previ-
ous years.

With the high gradua-
tion rate but low test scores,
school board member Chan-
dler Trout asked if people
will think that the school
is passing students along
just to graduate. Pantzke
said they are two different
standards, with statewide
testing measuring student’s
knowledge of the standards
and graduation measur-
ing students work over the
school year.

Superintendent Shane
Tappe said the school offers
a lot of project-based learn-
ing and hands-on education
at the school, which doesn’t
always help in the statewide
testing.

Staples-Motley Middle/
High School Principal
Debbie Ferdon said the
school does a lot of work on
career pathways and readi-
ness planning.

“We teach students to be
good employees and good
citizens,” said Ferdon. “We
are graduating kids who
will be productive citizens
in our workforce.”

She noted that the
REACH program had the
fewest F grades since the
program started. This is a
program that helps students
who have needs for study-
ing and planning help. The
previous lowest number of
F grades was 15 in one quar-
ter, this year they only had
two failing grades out of all
the students.
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Mystery
solved: many
memories of
piano teacher

Last week's mystery
photo published in the Nov.
20, 1975 edition of the Sta-
ples World featured Mrs. Lex
(Palmer Hotchkiss) Willis who
was being honored Dec. 14,
at an appreciation dinner and
birthday celebration for her
outstanding contribution to
the Staples community hav-
ing given piano lessons for
almost 60 years.

Marlys Prindle of Sta-
ples recognized Mrs. Willis,
noting that she was from
Motley and her maiden
name was Palmer. Marlys
shared that her sister, Carol
(Thomson) Frisk had taken piano les-
sons from “Lex” in the 1940s. Marlys
had studied with someone else, but
recalled that Lex had come to her pi-
ano recital and had told her she was
impressed with a classical piece she’d
played. She was not as impressed,
however, with her other piece, “Humor-
esque” which was fairly simple, Marlys
said. Years later, Marlys was thrilled
when her daughters, Joy and Valerie,
had the opportunity to take piano les-
sons from Mrs. Willis.

Judy Wolak of Staples guessed
correctly that this was Mrs. Willis, also
known as Mrs. or Miss Hotchkiss to an
earlier generation of students. Judy
shared that she’s heard many won-
derful things about this woman, who
taught piano lessons from her home
at 616 NE 6th Street from 1921 - 1985,
adding, “Her piano teaching inspired
three generations of children growing
up in Staples.”

Judy Jenkins of Staples also cor-
rectly identified Mrs. Willis, sharing a
few stories about the lady she’d gotten
to know quite well having helped clean
her house for an hour once a week, in
exchange for Judy’s daughter Lisa tak-
ing piano lessons from the renowned
teacher. Judy also noted that although
she was there to clean, she and Lex
spent much of that time visiting. “She
was very proud of her Steinway Grand
piano,” Judy went on, noting that all
of Mrs. Willis’s students had their les-
sons at that piano. Judy went on to say
that Mrs. Willis was a very interesting
woman, who shared many interesting
stories during their visits, including that
she’d been the first person in Staples
that took the train to the Cities to get a
perm, something she was kind of proud
of. She never left the house in all the
years she knew her, Judy went on, not-
ing that Lex had all of her groceries de-
livered, and must have had somebody
else help her with household chores
before Judy met her. They became
good friends over the years, Judy said,
adding that both she and her husband,
Lee, helped Mrs. Willis out as they were
able.

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

Sue (Manning) Adams of Staples
shared that she took organ lessons
from Mrs. Willis, whom she described
as “a classy lady.” She went on to recall
the recitals Mrs. Willis hosted at her
house on Halloween, with the students
all wearing costumes. One year, Sue
and her friend, Kris Westin, dressed up
as Batman & Robin. “l was Robin,” Sue
said. She went on to note that she was
too short to reach the organ foot pedals,
so when playing her recital piece, fel-
low student David Uhrich helped out by
playing the pedal notes while she con-
centrated on the hand-played keyboard.

Dawn (Schimpp) Timbs, Staples,
recalled wanting badly to take piano
lessons from Mrs. Willis in the 1970s,
as many girls she knew studied with
her. But, at three dollars a lesson, her
family couldn’t afford it at that time. She
did take lessons from a couple of other
wonderful teachers in Staples, but al-
ways dreamed of taking from Mrs. Wil-
lis with hopes of playing like Lori Lee
and Kathy Hegre, both of whom stud-
ied with the acclaimed teacher, played
beautifully, and often accompanied the
high school choir. Finally, in 1980, she
was able to take piano lessons from
Mrs. Willis for one year. She recalls en-
tering the stately brick home and being
greeted by the equally stately Mrs. Wil-
lis, who was friendly, but ‘all business’
when it came to music and the piano.
Dawn was first shown the sink, where
she was taught to always first wash your
hands before touching the black and
white keys of the grand piano. Then,
there was an exercise of holding an
orange to help with learning the correct
curved position of ones hands while
playing piano. Dawn recalled working
on a Rachmaninoff piece that Mrs. Wil-
lis described as telling the story of a
fire. She wanted her student to feel it
in the music as the fire built in intensity
and to translate that message to listen-
ers. Don't just play the notes, feel the
notes, Mrs. Willis had stressed. Dawn
was quite honored when Mrs. Willis told
her one day she wished she’d been
able to teach her for a few more years.
She may have been another Lori Lee or
Kathy Hegre! Mrs. Willis told her.

FACS room update, dedicated nursing space,
outdoor athletic facilities, auditorium included
in school district facility plan

agreed, with less than four
percent indicating that no
improvements are needed.

The plan also includes
improvements to the
family and consumer sci-
ences (FACS) programs,
to upgrade the prepara-
tion and cooking space.
There will also be a ded-
icated nursing space and
updates to classrooms. The
plan includes auditorium
updates and outdoor ath-
letic fields are also a part
of the plan with improve-
ments to the track and foot-
ball facilities.

Splett said there will
be bid alternates for other
areas if the bids are coming
in lower than projected.

The board approved
submitting the review and
comment plan to the Com-
missioner of the Minnesota
Department of Education.

Board member Ryan
Wright said “As a district,
we can’t stop moving for-
ward. We are building
momentum and we have a
lot of work to do, this takes
a big bite out of that work.

Audit report

The annual school audit
was presented by Olivia
Morton of the Brady Martz
accounting firm. She said
the district has an unmod-
ified (clean) opinion, mean-
ing it is in compliance with
general accounting princi-
pals. They did a single audit
on the school’s food service
program and again had no
findings.

Morton presented four
year trends showing that
the school’s general fund
is growing, while the food
service and community ser-
vice funds grew in three out
of four years.

The board accepted the
audit as presented.

In other news, the

board

o Approved fundraiser
requests for middle school
REACH program Student
Theatre.

o Approved resignations
of Paul Petrich, custodian;
Audra Steffen paraprofes-
sional and Drew Potter as
junior high basketball and
baseball coach.

o Approved hire of Paul
Petrich as lead custodian;
and Dillen Avenson, para-
professional

o Accepted retirements
of Yolanda Koppes, para-
professional, effective Dec.
31, and Cindy Denning,
school district nurse, at
the end of the school year.
Koppes has worked at the
school district for 27 years.

75 YeaArs Aco - 1950

o Nov. 30, 1950 - Thir-
teen young men from Todd
county were called for
induction into military
service and reported to the
local board at Long Prairie
on Nov. 29.

Listed from Staples are
the following: Chris Holton,
William Jensen, Gordon
Midthun, LeRoy Anglin,
and Stanley Erickson.

Others in the county
who will report include
Eugene Hanson of Motley;
James Nalezny, Gerald Iten,
Raymond Buhl and George
Pipek all of Browerville.

o Nov. 30, 1950 - Motley
high students and teachers
had an added incentive for
which to work this year as
they went about prepar-
ing for their annual carni-
val. That incentive was the
desire to help Billy Berndt.
Bill, as you know, was seri-
ously injured in the Mot-
ley-Pillager football game
Oct. 27, and since that day
has been a patient in the
Brainerd hospital because
of a broken leg.

The combined services
of the students, teachers

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs

-o-

and businesses resulted in
a successful carnival. The
net profit was $330 and
this amount will go toward
defraying Bill’s hospital
expenses.

Elayne Bjelde and
Donald Frisk, senior candi-
dates, were crowned carni-
val queen and king at 11:30
p.m.

o Nov. 30, 1950 - On sale
at Ernie’s: Apples, 20-1b.
bag, $1.59; Butternut coffee,
2 1bs. , $1.67; Sugar, 10 1bs.,
97 cents; Flour, 50-1b. bag,
$3,79; Spry vegetable short-
ening, 3-1b. can, 94 cents;
Surf, large package, 2 for 59
cents; Beef loins, ready to
cut, 57 cents/1b.

o Nov. 30, 1950 - For sale
at Carlson Furniture Co. in
Staples: Occasional tables,

$5.45 and up; Clothes ham-

pers, $7.45 and up; smokers,
$2.95 and up; Occasional

chairs, $13.95 and up; Plat-
form rockers, $22.95; Mahog-

any chest with self-rising
tray, $59.95.

o Nov. 30, 1950 - farewell
party was given Saturday
evening in the Clarence
Frisk home for their son,
Waldo, who left Tuesday
of this week for the army.
Games were played and
a nice lunch served at the
close of the evening.

o Nov. 30, 1950 - Dimi-

try Markevitch, one of the
world’s foremost cellists,
will present a concert at 8:15
p.m. Dec. 4, in the Wadena
Memorial Auditorium as
the second in a series of
programs to be presented
this season by the Wadena
Concert Association.

50 Years Aco- 1975

o Nov. 27, 1975 - The swim-

ming program at Staples
High school is underway,
with a squad of 25 boys in

grades 9-12 presently partic-
ipating in the practice ses-

sions under the direction of
Coach Jerry Deming.

“This is the second year
of the swimming team at
SHS and I feel we will have
a much improved team over
last year asmany of the boys

now have a year of experi-
ence swimming competi-

tively against the schools in

the area,” Deming said.
Heading the Cardinal

roster of swimmers will

be seven returning letter-
men. They are Mike Mer-

tens, Mark Leirer and Kent

Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
1984. Do you know who these people are and perhaps
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to
share? Email your answers and where you're from to
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Nordell, seniors; Mike Fox,
a junior; and Jay Weber,
Jamie Kujawa and Dan Stol-
hanske, sophomores.

o Nov. 27, 1975 - John
Finn, 15, of Staples shot his
third deer in as many years,
only this time he got the
granddaddy of them all...a
15-point buck, shot near
Longville Nov. 14. The deer
field dressed at 200 pounds.
Last year he shot a two-
point buck, and the year
before he got a nine-point
buck.

o Nov. 27, 1975 - The Car-
dinal wrestlers of Coach
Don Dravis opened their
1975-76 slate last Friday eve-
ning before the hometown
fans in a successful fashion
as they claimed a 39-18 mat
verdict over the New York
Mills Eagles.

o Nov. 27, 1975 - The regu-
lar meetings of the Robert
W. Hand Post 1910 Veterans
of Foreign Wars and Aux-
iliary will be held at 8 p.m.
Dec. 3, in the V.F.W. hall.
Vern Rinerson, commander,
and Mrs. Karen Bacon,
auxiliary president, urges
members of both organiza-
tions to be in attendance.

o Nov. 27, 1975 - M.A.
“Whitey” Muller will be
chairman of the program
of the Staples Rotary Club
for the month of Decem-
ber. He will be assisted by
Robert Pederson and R.C.
Read.

The Staples Rotary Club
meets each Monday at 6 p.m.
in the Holm’s Cafe.

25 Years Aco - 2000

°o Nov. 30, 2000 - The
Motley Fire Department
spent six hours at an early
morning Thanksgiving Day
house fire.

The LeRoy Flickinger, Sr.,
family lost their home early
Thanksgiving morning ,
Nov. 23. The fire department
received the call at 12:20
a.m. The fire was located
in North May Township
at 11746 65th St., S.W. The
couple and their two sons
were already out of the
house.

Motley firefighters
remained on the scene for
six hours and called in the
Pillager Fire Department
for mutual aid for two tank-
ers of water. According to
the report, the cause of
the fire was electrical. The
home was listed as a total
loss.

o Nov. 30, 2000 - Coach
Lynn Peterson has many
questions and four open-
ings on his starting lineup
for the 2000-01 boys bas-
ketball season at Staples
Motley High School.

Last year’s Cardinal
team finished with 26 wins
and only 3 losses and took
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We Gather on This Day to Be
Thankful for What We Have,
for the Family We Love,
the Friends We Cherish,
and for the Blessings That Will Come.
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fourth place in the Class
AA state tournament, one to
eventual champ Litchfield.

One returning starter
and four letter winners
return from last year’s
squad.

Leading the returnees
is senior Jeff Brever, who
will be starting his fourth
season as the Cardinal
point guard. Brever was the
Cardinals second leading
scorer last year with 325
points, averaging about 10
a game.

Two juniors likely to
earn starting spots are
Adam Barnett, a 6-3 forward
who played significantly
as a sophomore; and Dan
Lund, 6-3, who also had
playing time.

Peterson said Brad
Moore, a 6-3 forward, is the
only other senior expected
to compete for a varsity spot.

Other juniors are
expected to complete the
lineup.

“We have a good junior
class, but we must also
quickly adapt to varsity
basketball and produce.
How well we do that and
if we can get some good
post play from our two big
juniors, Josh Winter and
Mike Brenna, will deter-
mine our success,” Peter-
son said. Winter is 6-8 and
Brenna is 6-6.

°o Nov. 30, 2000 - This
year’s Cardinal wrestling
team takes to the mats for
their first competition on
Saturday, Dec. 2, ready or
not.

“We’ve got a lot of inexpe-
rienced kids. We’ll just have
to see how they work out,”
Coach Jeff Dravisjsaid.
He’s hoping to improve on
last year’s record of 12 wins
and 11 losses, but knows he
has an uphill batte in front
of him.

10 Years Aco - 2015

o Nov. 26, 2015 - The top
Accelerated Reading (AR)
program students at Sta-
ples Motley High School
for quarter one are Macy
Judd, Ezra Trantina, Jasen
Michel, Patrick Thomp-
son, Shaine Guggenberger,
Nicholas Crist, Erik Miller,
Natilee Gabel.

o Nov. 26, 2015 - Sherry
(DeGeest) Johnson of rural
Motley and her registered
quarter horse, Skip Cash Ta
LeRoy (aka Marvin) have
enjoyed quite a ride this
year.

Recently, the duo brought
home a championshp
trophy and several prizes
after competing in the 2015
Northern Region (NRF)
Tour in Wisconsin.
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How much gun is ‘enough gun?’

Unless you happen to
have an interest in African
safaris, there’s only a small
chance you’re familiar with
the writer Robert Ruark. In
a brief forty-nine year life,
sadly cut short 65 years ago
by alcoholism, Ruark was at
varying times a major syndi-
cated newspaper columnist,
novelist, essayist, non-fic-
tion book author, and for
eight years a regular Field
& Stream contributor of
semi-au- -0 =

tobi- .
Inside the

ograph-

ical, Outdoors
semi-fic-
tional sto-
ries that
featured
a young
boy’s ap- E
prentice-
ship in
the hunt-
ing and
fishing
life.

R u
ark was
particularly drawn to Afri-
ca and the hunting of big
game, a branch of hunting
that—while never main-
stream—is today even less
an ambition of the everyday
hunter than in Ruark’s time.

One of his non-fic-
tion works is entitled Use
Enough Gun, its subject
revealed in the subtitle On
Hunting Big Game. The
main title conveys the im-
portance of a hunter being
adequately equipped in the
firearm department. This is
particularly true in special-
ized hunting circumstances,
like in Africa, where some
quarry might be capable of
shortening a hunter’s life.

The book’s title has al-
ways intrigued me. As a
hunter for most of a rela-
tively long life, it strikes
me that its message can be
applied to other dimensions
of hunting, too. In Africa,
“enough gun” might mean
a firearm with the power
to anchor large, dangerous
game. In a closer-to-home
world where we hunt mostly
for upland game, waterfowl,
and deer, it could mean be-
ing sure that our shotgun or
rifle—and the skill and judg-
ment to use them well—are
equal to the task of making
what has come to be called
a “clean kill.” If we hunt,
we are be ethically bound
to harvest as humanely as
possible, not forgetting the
undeniable fact that when
successful, a wild creature’s
life is taken.

The skill and judgment
parts are up to us. Skill is
largely a matter of practice
and repetition, judgment a
matter of experience and
conscience. But how we
equip ourselves does have a
bearing on our ability to ful-
fill the “clean kill” promise.

Over more than a half
century of carrying sport-
ing firearms in forests,
fields, and duck blinds,
I’ve observed both notable

Mike Rahn
- o -

changes in the armament
with which hunters equip
themselves, as well as some
of the attitudes that help de-
fine what we as a hunting
community consider “sport-
ing.” The hunting of upland
game and waterfowl—both
shotgun pursuits—offer ex-
amples.

Over this time I've
watched an evolution in
weaponry that could be
called an arms race. Chang-
es in firearms and ammu-
nition have put more power
under the hunter’s trigger
finger. At the same time,
these technical advances—
and the manner in which
they have sometimes been
promoted—have had the
potential to lead a hunter
astray, and encourage less
than sportsmanlike behav-
ior.

When I was a teenag-
er, parked on the seat of a
12-foot jon boat, awaiting
the arrival of unsuspect-
ing ducks, the standard
ammunition we fed our 12
gauge shotguns was two
and three-quarters inches
long. This length limited
the number of shot pellets—
lead in those days, before
steel and other alterna-
tives—that a shotgun shell
could contain, in addition to
its gunpowder and cushion-
ing components.

Only a minority of shot-
guns then were built to han-
dle the longer three-inch

“magnum” shell, developed

in the 1920’s, and capable of
holding more pellets, some-
times pushed by more pow-
erful gun powders. Some
ammo makers also found
ways to cram more into
even the shorter, standard
length shotgun shells; “baby
magnums,” we called them.

Accompanying these de-
velopments was advertising
in outdoor magazines that
touted an enhanced ability
to kill ducks and geese at
longer ranges. While that
might have been true for
hunters in the expert class,
the idea that the average
duck hunter could do this
dependably was a gamble at
best, a deceptive fiction at
worst. For too many hunt-
ers, more crippling and un-
recovered game would be a
consequence.

Fast forward to the pres-
ent, and the arms race con-
tinues. The shotgun capable
of handling three-inch mag-
num shells is no longer an
exception. There are now
shotguns chambered for
even longer, three-and-one-
half-inch shells, capable of
holding still more shot pel-
lets and powder.

In fairness, these devel-
opments were driven in part
by the need to use non-lead
shot for duck and goose
hunting; nationwide, be-
ginning in 1991. This came
about after lead shot that ac-
cumulated in wetlands and
shallow lakes was found to
poison and kill waterfowl.
Steel shot, the first alterna-

tive to lead that was widely
used, did not retain energy
as well as lead, or kill as ef-
ficiently at longer ranges, so
larger shot pellets were rec-
ommended; especially for
geese, which are significant-
ly bigger and tougher than
your average duck. Larger
shot pellets meant fewer
pellets in a shell of any giv-
en length, thus the benefit
of longer, higher capacity
shells.

Since then we’ve seen the
development of other shot
pellet alternatives to lead.
These include bismuth-tin,
tungsten, and tungsten
blended with other materi-
als, such as synthetic poly-
mers and other non-toxic
metals. Some actually per-
form better than lead. But
this “bigger bang” comes
at a price beyond greater
cost. That price is paid by
the shooter in greater recoil,
the force felt when the shot-
gun’s stock is driven back
into the shooter’s shoulder
as the powder’s ignition
drives the shot pellets to-
ward their target. More
powerful charges of powder
propelling pellets harder
than lead can escalate the
effect. Not only can this
be unpleasant, but it can
cause a shooter to develop
a “flinch” in anticipation of
the jolt of recoil. This can
throw off aim, resulting in a
miss at best, or a bird poor-
ly-hit—perhaps wounded—
at worst.

There is a place for such
extra-powerful armament
in specialized hunting situa-
tions; goose and wild turkey
hunting are good examples.
But that place is ideally for
those who can use it with
skill and good judgment.
For those of us with average
shooting skills, we and the
game we’re seeking might
be better served by using
reasonable armament, and
limiting ourselves to con-
servative ranges.

Curiously, there is an
almost opposite train of
thought among some up-
land bird hunters. Not so
much among pheasant
hunters, but more prevalent
among those who hunt for
ruffed grouse, woodcock,
and quail. It is the idea that
shotguns of smaller gauge,
shooting lighter loads, are
somehow more sporting,
and “give birds a chance.”

For those who don’t
shoot, a shotgun’s “gauge”
is defined by the diameter of
its barrel, or bore. The larg-
est used nowadays is the 10
gauge, which is restricted
mostly to a small minority
of those who hunt geese or
wild turkeys. Most preva-
lent and versatile is the 12
gauge, followed by the 16, 20,
28, and .410 gauge, each pro-
gressively smaller in barrel
diameter.

Smaller barrels mean
smaller shells, with less
space for shot pellets and
powder. There is some over-
lap, gauge to gauge, based

on intended use and hunt-
er preferences. Just as it’s
possible to offer lighter, less
powerful loads in larger
gauges, it’s possible to over-
load the shells of smaller
gauge guns in an attempt to
compensate for their more
limited capacity. Most of-
ten, however, a hunter with
a shotgun of smaller gauge
uses shells with lighter
loads.

In a perfect world, the
outcome of a shot fired at
a game bird would result
in either a “clean kill” or
a “clean miss.” Sadly, it
doesn’t always happen that
way. A hunter’s aim does not
always center a bird within
the circular pattern of shot
pellets. And, not all shot
pellets arrive at the target
at the same instant. Some
shot pellets will be out in
front, others following be-
hind. Depending on such
variables as shot pellet size
and material, the barrel’s
muzzle constriction, and
the target’s distance from
the hunter, this “shot string”
of speeding pellets could be
as short as four feet, or as
long as 12 feet. The issue can
be more problematic with
smaller gauge guns shoot-
ing magnum pellet quanti-
ties that are better suited to
larger gauge guns.

As a result of this shot
string effect—for some
flight angles in particu-
lar—a bird may be hit by
too few pellets to be killed
cleanly. Such birds, when
recovered alive by hunter
or dog, must be dispatched,
an unpleasant reality. Even
more unfortunate, some
birds may fly on, only to die
later, unrecovered. When all
other factors are equal, it’s
hard to avoid the conclusion
that smaller gauge shotguns
leave less margin for shoot-
er error.

There may be other, val-
id reasons for choosing
a smaller gauge shotgun.
These may include lesser
carrying weight, or a hunt-
er’s intolerance for shotgun
recoil. But the idea that a
smaller gauge shotgun is
inherently more sporting is
as much a fiction as the idea
that all hunters can clean-
ly Kkill birds at long ranges
with more powerful shells.

Like the shotgun load-
ed with the most powerful
magnum loads, the smaller
gauge shotgun has its right-
ful place, too. Similarly, that
place may be with the more
expert among hunters, rath-
er than the inexperienced,
or even Joe Average. Hunt-
ers who pat themselves on
the back and imagine them-
selves better sportsmen or
women just by using them
could be looking for sports-
manship in the wrong place.

At therisk of being guilty
of an awful pun, “enough
gun” is not the same for
everyone, and very much a
moving target.

Quote of the week

“We can complain because rose bushes have thorns,
or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses.”

— Abraham Lincoln
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Quote of the week
“Gratitude turns what
we have into enough.”

— Aesop

Holiday gratitude
combats stress

From University of Minnesota

The holiday season
can be a warm and joy-
filled time with family and
friends. However, many peo-
ple report elevated stress
levels during the holidays.
Gratitude has been associat-
ed with well-being, positive
mood, satisfaction with life
and reduced depression and
anxiety. This is why prac-
ticing gratitude during the
holidays can alleviate some
of the stress associated with
the season.

University of Minnesota
College of Education and
Human Development Asso-
ciate Professor Amy Krentz-
man is an expert on grati-
tude and positive psychology,
and shares her expertise on
how to maintain gratitude
during the holidays.

Q: What is gratitude?

Prof. Krentzman: Grati-
tude is a positive, pleasur-
able emotion that we feel
when we appreciate the
small and big things in our
lives. Gratitude can be felt
toward another person who
has been kind to us, and
can be felt in general about
a pleasant condition such
as a beautiful day. It can be
expressed as appreciation
for something you have, for
something good that hap-
pened or even for something
difficult that was avoided.
While it is useful for a per-
son to consider their own
role in bringing about good
things in their life, grati-
tude is often associated with
a sense of humility — that
we have a good thing or
circumstance as the result
of someone or something
outside ourselves who has
been good or generous to us.
Gratitude is felt strongly in
response to things a person
has, but that they do not nec-
essarily feel they earned.

Q: What are the bene-
fits of gratitude?

Prof. Krentzman: Grati-
tude has many benefits. It
shifts the mind away from
the negative to the positive.
Because of a psychological
principle called the negativ-
ity bias, negative thoughts
and emotions impact us
much more strongly than
positive or neutral ones. A
gratitude practice helps to
tip the balance the other way
— to place emphasis once
again on the profoundly
positive things in our lives.
People may not realize that
gratitude has a social aspect,
too. It can improve relation-
ships — when someone has
been good to us, the feeling
of gratitude encourages us
to reciprocate. That can lead
to a mutual exchange of
good things between people
which can strengthen the
foundation of the relation-
ship.

Q: How can someone
get started with a grati-
tude practice?

Prof. Krentzman: I favor
two approaches in combina-
tion. One is to think about
what you are thankful for —
what you are glad about that
you have experienced in the
past or currently have in

your life. The key is to
consider ordinary, everyday
things that you might have
started to take for granted,
like having a warm coaton a
cold day. Another approach
to gratitude is to look back

over the past day and collect
a list of good things that
happened. Remember that
small things count — for
example, you might list, “I
paid less than five dollars
for a great shirt at the con-
signment shop.”

Q: Are there any down-
sides to gratitude?

Prof. Krentzman: It is im-
portant to remember that
gratitude affirms the status
quo. It invites us to find and
appreciate good things that
are true for us now. If some-
one is in a situation or cir-
cumstance where a change
might be in their best inter-
est, then a gratitude prac-
tice might not support that
change.

Another possible down-
side to gratitude is that peo-
ple might have a hard time
thinking of things to be
grateful for. This might feel
discouraging. Hearing what
others are grateful for, and
referring to lists of things
to be thankful for can real-
ly help with this. Another
thing to be aware of is that
a gratitude practice can get
stale. Your job, your home,
your health and your spouse
might be the greatest things
you have to appreciate. But
day after day, writing, “job,
home, health, spouse” can
get repetitive and stop de-
livering the power inherent
in gratitude. The challenge
here is to consider differ-
ent small good things to be
grateful for, or to consult
lists of examples, to inspire
novelty and renewed appre-
ciation for good things pres-
ent in life.

Q: What are your tips
for maintaining a grati-
tude practice during the
holidays?

Prof. Krentzman: My per-
sonal gratitude practice and
research on gratitude journ-
aling have resulted in many
tips for a successful practice.
While it can help to think
of what you are thankful
for, the practice is enhanced
by writing it down. This in-
volves the use of any pen
and any piece of paper, but
can be made more pleasur-
able by finding a favorite
pen and journal combina-
tion that creates a pleasant
sensation when writing. Sit
in a comfortable chair by
a window with a nice view,
if one is available. A warm
bathrobe and your favorite
cup of tea or coffee com-
plete the soothing aspects of
the practice, and associate
the practice with pleasure.
This kind of positive rein-
forcement will help keep a
gratitude practice going.

Consider pleasant, small
things that happened over
the past day, such as some-
thing beautiful you saw. Con-
sider good things — even
small good things — from
the present or even from
earlier in your life. Consider
things you might have be-
gun to take for granted like
a roof over your head, hot
running water and lifelong
friends. A great way to get
ideas is to share your grati-
tude list with others — what
they write down can inspire
you and vice versa. Consid-
er texting your gratitude
list to a friend or to a small
group of friends on a daily
basis. Your entries and their
entries will inspire you and
lift your spirits.

Quote of the week
“Feeling gratitude and not
expressing it is like wrapping
a present and not giving it.”
— William Arthur Ward

Quote of the week
“I’m thankful for my struggle
because without it
I wouldn’t have stumbled
across my strength.”
— Alex Elle
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Staples-Motley Madrigal Dec. 6

Maci Mithun and Brynn Bestland
are preparing the boar’s head to be pre-
sented at the Staples-Motley Madrigal
Dinner on Saturday, Dec. 6, starting at 6
p.m. The Staples-Motley music depart-
ment hosts the dinner with a medieval
theme of costumes, singing, music, food
and old-fashioned fun. Tickets for the

event can be purchased at the school
web site, isd2170k, under the Communi-
ty Education webstore.

Below, community volunteers help
music students find their medieval cos-
tumes as they begin practicing for the
event. (Staples World photos by Mark
Anderson)

Wednesday, November 26, 2025 5 a

Lights in the Pines begins

Nov. 28

The ‘Lights in the Pines’ event at Pine
Grove Park in Staples will be held on Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundays, 5 - 8 p.m.,
Thanksgiving weekend through December.

A number of lighted holiday displays
can be viewed while driving through the

park, thanks to the Staples Lions Clubs
and Discover Staples. Vans are welcome. A
free will donation is accepted. For more in-
formation, visit www.DiscoverStaples.com.
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Mark Xour Calendar

Nov. 27

‘WaLk With A Doc’ Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Nov. 28 - 30

Liguts In THe Pines will
be held at Pine Grove Park
in Staples Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays, 5 - 8 p.m.,

P i
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Preschool Storytime at the Staples Public Library

It was all about turkeys at Preschool Storytime held  Ray Biggar, Alida Hanson, Will Moon, A.J. Moon, Olivia

O

Thanksgiving Weekend
through December. Free
will donation.

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-

ery Meeming Fridays in per-

son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

FRee CommuNITY BREAKFAST
Saturday, Nov. 29, 9 - 10:30
a.m., at Motley United
Methodist Church, 847 3rd
Ave. S., Motley.

CeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
Meetings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,
Motley.

Dec. 2

OLp Time Dance is held
the first Tuesday of every
month at the Wadena VFW.
For information, call 218-
639-0132.

Rusy’s Pantry Will be held
Tuesday, Dec. 2, from 4:30 -
6 p.m. at the parking lot of
Central Lakes College in
Staples.

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hopre AA Group MtGs IN Sta-
pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

fiduciary advisor.

strategy to make the most of it.

Retire with confidence.

Stop wondering if your savings will last. Get a personalized retirement plan
designed to help provide consistent income and ongoing guidance from a

Whether you’ve saved $50,000 or $500,000, we’ll help you build a

Call for a free, no-pressure consultation

(833) 750-1764
© Retirable

Advisory services offered through Retirable, a Registered Investment Adviser. The free consultation s for informational purposes only
and does not constitute investment advice. Investment outcomes are not guaranteed and may vary based on market conditions.

H Free Pickup & Towing.
= Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a

Call (833) 937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles
call at (833) 937-2593.

o T - MAKESA-
GREAT GIFT
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at the Staples Public Library Nov. 19. Each month join  Vanek. q

us for fun, stories, songs and crafts. The next Storytime Back: Cardson Sadlo, Gwen Vanek. (Submitted ‘

event will be held Dec. 17 at 10:30 a.m. Call the library, photo) : "P i-.,
- —

i
e, =

218-894-1410 to register. Above, front row: Lucy Moon,
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Butcher's Deluxe Package

4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 o0z

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

FSITN
77 100% 0
GUARANTEE

The Staples World office
will be closed Nov. 27-28.

subscription

rates, one year: |g—fp .
depose B2 Have your ads and copy into the e e $89%
| countis) — office by 3 p.m. on Weds.,Nov. 26 Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2801
s58. w 1.844.490.6712 Ask for Offer 79797FFD

for the Dec. 3 issue.

Out-of-State:

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

Foreign: on- sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use0S|. Expires 12/31/25. | 25M8656 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

line only
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Rate: $43
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEWooD HEALTH
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Staples Area Church Directory

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples........218-894-2891
Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor

Sunday Worship.........ocvrorrnes 9:30 a.m.

T F— 11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

U7 S —— 6:00 p.m.
Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
for all ugesr .................................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Senvice........... 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (Kids start in main

(G TR P 1 am.
Prayer Meeting.......cc.vvvecressrrrsnn 5p.m.
WEDNESDAY

Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Stapls........... 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship..........ocecrreen 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
Adult Bible Study........occersrrne 6:30 p.m.

Faith Lutheran

Pastor Carl Larson

Sunday Worship Service .............. 9:00a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship...........ocrree. 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Staples

(0T 218-894-2296

info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

Mass: SUNAAY........ourrveemmcerenerncerriennns 8:30a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship .......c.cvcvreees 9:30 am.
Sabbath School..........oooccrvrens 10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 2515t Ave., Staples.........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson

Sunday Worship..........ocecvreven 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH........6:30 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran

1000 4th St., NE, Staples........ 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koghler
Sunday Divine Service............... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class...10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples............ 218-894-2248
Sunday Worship..........ocvrre.. 10:30 .m.
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA.................. 218-837-5831
ire227 @yahoo.com
Sunday Worship.........ccvsvrrs 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN
320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org

Sunday Worship.......c..oovrcrrnes 9:00 a.m.
Communion........... Ist and 2nd Sunday
of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free

1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449

www lincolnefree.org

Facebook Lincoln E Free

Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad

SUNDAY
Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel .......cc.coovrrre 10:00 a.m.
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes................ 320-749-2583
Sunday School ... .. 9:30 am.
WOISHID..ooveeerenrrrenrsrsnsns 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible StUdy ... 7:30 p.m.
Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader ... 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship

January - July ...
July - January .o

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School.........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist

33 Wellwood St. E

Motley 56466.......cocrrrrre 218-352-6888

Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

LTG0 —— 9a.m.
WEDNESDAY

[\ S——— 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Youth Group ....ocvevrvreren 6:00-8:00 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran

497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class.....8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship.........o.coorres 9:30 a.m.
St. Michael Catholic Church
Tst St. and Birch, Motley......... 218-894-2296

info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:

SARURAAY oo 4:00 p.m.

St. Michael

280 1st Ave S, Motley................ 218-894-2296

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday........... 10:30 a.m. (May - Nov.
Saturday................ 4:00 p.m. (Dec - April

United Methodist

Pastor Greg Leslie

www.motleyumc.net
Sunday Worship Service.............10:00 a.m.
Monday AA mesting.............. 8:00 p.m.
Oylen

Oylen Alliance

(ty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday School ....ocvvvvrrrnen 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship........ocooereren 11:00 a.m
Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
17 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship.......c.ooorerres 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sundays
8:30 a.m.
Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 1o Cty. 104.
PRONE ..o 218-746-3839
Sunday School ..9:30 am.
Worship.......... .10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship... ..7:00 p.m.
L2013\ (O — 7:00 p.m.
First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
wrious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering ................. 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point........cc.corcvrer 9:30 a.m.
Hewitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor

Sunday School ...o.voveeerererrrnre 9:30 a.m

Sunday Worship... .10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER..........occoves 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship e 10:30 0.,
Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN

Pastor Kenneth Uhren
Sunday Worship........oc.oveeen 10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship.........co.eovcrrree 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ............... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer......ocevvrrrns 9:20a.m.
Worship Service
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups .....ovvveevsressssenns 6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

Sunday Worship..........ovovrrrnne 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Sch0o! .....ovcerrererrrres 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Family Night ...ooeveeeerereerrnee 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship......c..e.eoeerrrce 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study.....ovevrererrrrnrnes 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship

Central Community Church
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952

Sunday Service ......ccovverrrnee 9:00 a.m.
Bible Study ..o 10:30 a.m.
St. Frederick Catholic Church

20 Mason Avenue NW
Verndale ........oooreee 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310  Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
MASS: Saturday o 6:00 p.m

St. Hubert Catholic Church

BIUEGIOSS ..o 218-894-2296

info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday Servic......10:00 a.m. (Dec. - April)
Saturday ....ovr 4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.)

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sunday Worship........oeeveeree 10:00 a.m.

St. Ann'’s Catholic Church

514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-
632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
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“A Thanksgiving Privilege”

Pastor Barry Klein, Staples Church of Christ

1

THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES: [ e

It's not only a privilege to be on the Staples World
devotion schedule throughout the year; | consider it an
extra privilege that | get to share our community devo-
tion for the day before Thanksgiving.

Our reasons to be thankful not only in this season, but
also year-round are many. We don’t know how much we
have to be thankful for until we take the intentional time
to reflect upon and even write down the bountiful ways
in which God expresses His generosity with us.

Our first level initially is certainly most familiar to us in
the physical. After God finished His six days of creation
we read in Genesis 1:31 (NASB), “God saw all that He
had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.” Think
about this. Everything physical in the universe was put
into existence by God speaking it so. And every person
who has walked the face of this earth has and continues
to benefit from it directly and personally. It’s time well
spent to go back earlier in Genesis 1, to slowly realize
how each creation day directly affects us each day of
our lives.

Within the sixth day of creation God included mak-
ing people beginning with Adam and Eve. We’re given
the gifts of relationships both with God and each other.
Think a moment about your network of people in your
lives...family, friends, coworkers and many more. We

wouldn’t have relationships if it weren’t for God creating
people.

Psalm 24:1 is such a tremendous perspective. It calls
us into being good stewards of people and things when
we remember that God made everything and entrusts
us with everything as the gifts they are. We hear the
verse: “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it; the
world and all who live in it.” In this Thanksgiving season,
is God being given the due thanks that He rightfully has
coming to Him? This includes not only words of thanks-
giving but lifestyles of thanksgiving.

We certainly would be remiss if we didn’t now include
the lavish generosity of God spiritually. A gripping verse
that puts both physical and spiritual together is Romans
8:32 (NIV) when we hear, “He who did not spare his own
Son, but have Him up for us all - how will He not also,
along with Him, graciously give us all things? If God
would have only given us His Son, Jesus on the cross
in our place, that would have been far more than we
deserve. But God wants to keep giving us more in our
daily provisions. That’s overwhelming if we take time to
ponder all of this.

May this Thanksgiving season launch us into year-
round thanks-living! We can be free of the hold of
materialism by looking to God, our Provider, regularly
throughout each day.

[ ] []
Heidi Ann Packer

Heidi Ann Packer, 43, J 2
of Aitkin, passed away
November 15, 2025.

A Celebration of Life
will be held Wednesday,
December 3, 2025, from 4 to
8 p.m. at Riverwood Health
Care Center (Room C & D),
Aitkin.

Heidi Ann Rach was
born May 16, 1981 to Dennis
George Rach and Anna Mae
(Kozitka) Rach in North
Dakota. She formerly lived
in Staples.

Her senior year of high
school, she moved to Aitkin.
Her first son, Hunter Otto
Rach was borth April 15,
2002. At the same time, she
began working at Aicota
Healthcare Center. She met
Jori, her future husband,
but the only way she could
get him to talk to her was
to trap him. She finally get
him to talk to her and they
moved in together, buying
a house in Palisade. Jori
finally proposed to Heidi
and they were married
August 18, 2007, in Aitkin.
On September 15, 2008,
their son, Alexander Lee
Packer was born. Heidi
enjoyed living the simple
life - fishing, four wheeling,
crafting and crocheting. In
2021 she went back to work
at Riverwood Healthcare
Center as a food service
technician. She loved the
job and the people she saw
and helped daily, deciding
this would be her career.
In 2024 she found out she
had kidney disease and
started dialysis. That same
year she suffered a stroke,
which slowed her down a
little, but she didn’t give
up. Following the passing
of her dad in August 2025
they moved to Aitkin. She
made many plans as she felt
her life was finally starting

to move forward. Heidi and
her heart of gold, will be
dearly missed by the many
people who knew her.

She is survived by her
loving husband, Jori Joe
Packer; two sons, Hunter
Rach-Packer and Alexan-
der Lee Packer; one brother,
Chad (Erin) Rach; brother-
in-law and sister-in-laws,
Jami and Tammy Packer,
Jerod and Lori Packer;
mother- and father-in-law,
Barb and Warren Packer;
nine nieces and neph-
ews, Spencer and Emma
Packer, Sebastion Packer
and Allie Rinta, Brittany
Packer, Maddi and Anton
Kalk, Paige Packer and
Madelyn Rach; great-nieces
and nephew, Elizabeth and
Samual Packer and Myelin
Kalk and many friends and
relatives.

Heidi is preceded in
death by her parents; one
aunt, Nancy Holler in 2002
and her grandparents,
Alfred and Lorraine Rach.

To leave a message of
condolence, visit: www.
srtfuneral.com. Arrange-
ments are with Sorensen-
Root-Thompson Funeral
Home and Cremation Ser-
vice, Aitkin.
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Familiar faces?
This fitness center photo was taken several (?) years
ago at the Staples Community Center and was shared

by Al Evans. He’s curious how many people can identify
those in the group. (Submitted photo)

I

To become a | Ernie’s Food Market Staplez}_le_termary Tower Pizza
Church Directory Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more "Complete g:::fna | Care" Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-1072 Staples, MN 218-894-3299
supporter, Staples, MN 218-894-1775
call 218-894-

£ 1112, Central Building Staples World

3 Supp|y Your community newspaper since 1890

o Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN 224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

218-894-3794 218-894-1112

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworid.com.
or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworid.com

Needing/Wanting a )
Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Tooking for
a gift idea?
Consider a Gift
Subscription to the

Diane M.
Hahn Staples World
30 p newspaper.
years serving ) )
our area! *Gift cards available.
Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co. gf‘l ‘ith S;II\I;IE
aples, Y
Call 218-445-5685 Staples ¥ World &)

| or218-640-2341
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We Gather on This Day to Be
Thankful for What We Have,

ey & il s T4
for the Family We Love,

the Friends We Cherish,

and for the Blessings That Will Come.

zfappy gﬁan&sgx‘umg."’ i

i = *-
L9 S
Life Currents Policy

To request that an obituary, anniversary or other event (including benefit
events) be placed word for word, personalized, contain more than one
photo, or to run for more than one week, it may be placed as a display
advertisement at the regular advertising rates ($10.75 /col. inch). The item
will be placed in our newspaper with a border around it and must be paid for
at the time of placement. Deadline for adveritising copy is noon on Friday.

Obituaries received from private parties, funeral homes, will be edited
to our format and paid for prior to running at our obituary rate ($10.25 pci)
plus $5 per photo. Minimum is $60. Deadline for copy is noon on Friday,
however, every effort is made to include those with timely services. Death
notices are available and are free if followed in the next publication by the
entire obituary. Obituaries printed in the Staples World will be posted on
our webstie.

All obituaries are paid advertisements. Obituaries requested to be
printed word for word will be charged regular advertising rates and marked
as a -Paid Advertisement- with a box around it.

Please be sure to include the name of the deceased, date of birth, age,
city of residence, when and where he or she died and the name and city of
the funeral home handling the arrangements.
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Boys basketball underwa

The Staples-Motley boys basketball
team filled the gym with dozens of ath-
letes for their first practice of the season
on Nov. 17. The Cardinals play their first
game at West Central Area on Thursday,

Dec. 4, then play the next night at Frazee.
They play their first home game Tuesday,
Dec. 9, at The nest.(Staples World pho-
tos by Mark Anderson)

ples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Champs return to the mat

The Staples-Motley wrestling team began the de-
fense of their state title with their first official practice
on Nov. 17. The Cardinals open the season ranked first
in the state by The Guillotine. Their first action is Friday,
Dec. 5, at Howard Lake-Waverly-Winsted and another
tournament the next day at St. Michael-Albertville. (Sta-

) N
Girls wrestling begins
Staples-Motley girls wrestlers started practice Nov.
17, with their first match coming up Dec. 6 at the St. Mi-

chael-Albertville tournament. (Staples World photos by
Mark Anderson)
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Norices  SERVICES & stornge  REAL ESTATE
Give Away  EXMPLOYMENT 602
107 Apartment
WHITEOGERMAN 205 FOR RENT '::: :eer:: s
SHEPHERD PUPPIES to Help Wanted Japke’s North 8th Street
good homes: 2 mos. old. . Mini Storage, 894-1551 Sunnv Pin
4749 Todd County Employment Opportunity KRR AR unny rnes

FREE ROOSTERS: 6
Brahma, young roosters

Apts. in Motley

Todd County is looking for reliable,

older, handicapped or
disabled. Heat, water,
sewer, electric

rm - service oriented individual(s) to serve .
(Brzlgggé'gggtlacked pers4%n). r—ﬁ the citizens of Todd County FOR SALE Tengn_t must be income
251650, b i in the following position: 610 eligible, 62 years or
Human Resources Manager

Parcel for Sale
FOR SALE BY OWN-
ER: Luann McGrane for

To learn more about this opening and how to apply,
visit the Career Opportunities page on the official Todd

County website at https://www.toddcountymn.gov . . provided

— Questions can be directed to $8.5 ,225. Tenants_ 1n Commen ; )
\ %5\““]3) Todd County Administration 320-732-6447. with 3 other siblings. 1/4 Call Rosie Talberg, Manager atig
%\‘\ o e ot contact | B ons MoOTLEVMINY.  320-468-2303

218-639-3173.

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network -

51tfp

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031 rm

MINNESOTA
Under new ownership LE'I

NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATIO

0%
Wide (:1ass"“ea

N
We are accepting

applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in
Staples, a community

WANTED TO BUY | MISCELLANEOUS [l STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. [Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: §44/978-0683

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist  the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous

Classified Advertising

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over 1MILLION

you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Now professionally
managed by

#BRUTGER

Income guidelines apply.

607
Houses for Sale

Prairie View Neighhorhood
2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES

READERS

tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for FOR SALE IN STAPLES

SN

SAFE STEP the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today! : E&MB « TWO STALL GARAGES
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. tewide class® « LANDSCAPED YARDS
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. GET DISH vn“r newsnaner < COMPETITIVE PRICES
Top-of-the-line installation and ser- SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! i
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower  Free install, free HD-DVR r:rl:‘gi?leenlt::tl:l‘,lﬁg?en CALL MICHELLE
package and $1,600 off for a upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies, details or you can call 218-326-6098
limited time! Call today! Financing plus limited time up to $600 MNA: 612/332-8844 MIKE IVES REALTY

available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 @ www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERYICE DIRECTORY

Ultimate Septic Service LLC

Electrical Services for

G IZA " Residential David Odden - Owner/Operator
. i Services:
EST 1934 ) ! frnmd::lsi:lc;?l *Septic Pumping eJetting
NN *Emergencies 18-838-0581
PLUMB]HG & HEATING < of 9 218-296-2461 Call USS for all your septic CELL 218- =
y PLUMBING Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 - Mike Rollins 218-296-2461 pumping needs! RESIDENTIAL AND
« HEATING hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com 21 8'296'1 1 37 LIGHT COMMERCIAL

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Over 30 years experience

« AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL

Since 1978 =
« NEW CONSTRUCTION  |ofe Pavr Draxe | (W YT ITTS :
» REMODEL (O T4y (a | Excavation & Septic Service b )
' w - ei:eneral eLot Llearing - - - 1 e 2 s
« SERVICE ' Storm Damage Clean Up 218-519-2222 ‘@) 5 I Loug Braitie hnl‘hﬂ%ﬁ
MN LIC. #PC644417 [ +Stump Grinding eBrushing *Septic System Installation ; Long Pralrie, MN

218-894-2284

i 55 ft. Bucket Truck
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM 218-894-2871

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE s el I n ow
Law Office, P.A.

*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

6685 330th St.,
Cushing_;, MN. 56443

218-631-3101 B888-878-5578

«Financial Planning

Mandi Polito
Accountant 218-296-5006

- - - Thomas H. Sellnow*
Mandi’s Accounting Services sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com
Tax Prep - Bookkeeping - Payroll Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com
218-894-4618 - 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie

320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

\D*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
y Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association,
+ Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning « Family Law

+ Real Estate + Business Law

«Title Insurance « Elder Law

+ Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

www.sellnowlaw.com

PHB £ /4455

i Phil Bjerga
Excull‘:gtlng 218-639-5007

= Licensed / Bonded / Insured
S W Septics © Waterlines ¢ Trenching ¢ Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
B Landscaping & Site Preparation  Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

NOFBSSIONA

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

CONSTRUGT

[ DEﬂ\ r | DAYMG THE WAY fOR YOU!

Staples, MN 56479
@J0 CONSTRUCTION |.c

MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
«FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS
Site Prep » Basements ¢ Waterlines ¢ Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Black
Dirt ¢ Gravel  Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits ¢ Fill Dirt =1
Clearing & Grading * Ditch Cleaning » Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential BOND

Andy Statema ¢320-594-2912 * 320-594-6347

CE
218-894-3105 51‘?53

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots « Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

SW 2024 changed wk #3

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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Staples Motley
Sclcmol Board Minuotes

ISD #2170
SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING #6
Nov. 3, 2025
6:00 p.m.
District Office

MINUTES

Call to Order

The meeting was
called to order by Chair
Freeman at 6:00 p.m.

Roll Call was taken,
members Wright, Frisk,
Reeck, Trout, Reese and
Freeman were present,
comprising a quorum. Also
present were Superinten-
dent Tappe, Business Man-
ager Hill, Recording Clerk
Larson, Staples World Man-
aging Editor Anderson,
students, staff, community
members, ICS and Ehlers
representatives. The Pledge
of Allegiance was recited.

Motion by Reeck sec-
onded by Wright, to adopt
the agenda. MC

Chair Freeman rec-
ognized and welcomed
those in attendance

Personnel

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Freeman, to
approve the resignation
of Lynn Vanderweyst,
Lead Custodian effective
10/21/25. MC

Other

Motion by Frisk, sec-
onded by Reeck, to approve
the MSHSL emerging status
school commitment for girls
team dual wrestling for the
25/26 school year. MC

Motion by Wright,
seconded by Freeman, to
approve the resolution sup-
porting the Form A applica-
tion to the Minnesota State
High School League Foun-
dation. MC

Motion by Trout, sec-
onded by Frisk, to approve
the resolution supporting
the Form B application to
the Minnesota State High
School League Foundation.
MC

oo

Sourcewell Board of
Directors election discus-
sion.

Long Term Facility
Planning Presentation
by ICS and Ehlers

Motion by Reeck, sec-
onded by Frisk, to adjourn
the meeting at 7:24 p.m. MC

Trisha Larson, Clerk
ISD #2170
49pnc

Upcoming Meetings:

Mon., Dec. 1: School
Board Work Session and
Truth In Taxation meeting,
District Office, 905 4th St.
NE, Staples, 6 p.m.

Mon., Dec. 10: Policy
Committee meeting, Dis-
trict Office, 7:45 a.m. (Reese,
Trout)

Mon., Dec. 22: School
Board meeting, District
Office, 6 p.m.

Mon., Jan. 5, 2026: School
Board Meeting/Organi-
zational Meeting, District
Office 6 p.m.

Freshwater Education District
(o,

FRESHWATER
EDUCATION
DISTRICT #6004
Board Meeting,
10/22/25
Wadena, MN

MINUTES

Called to order at 5 p.m.
by Chair Huttunen.

Attendees - Board: R.
Huttunen-Sebeka, C. Wolf-
LP-GE, B. Tumberg-W-DC,
R. VanDenheuvel-B-H,
R. Thalmann-Henning,
K. Howard-Menahga, R.
Wright-S-M. Board Absent:
S. Veronen-Verndale, J. Hill-
mer-Browerville. Supts’:
L. Westrum- W-DC, S. Ved-
braaten-Browerville. FED:
E. Weber, Supt., J. Ander-
son, Fin. Manager, S. Thiel,
Admin. Assist. Others: J.
Osberg, A. Zamzo

MOTIONED BY Tum-
berg, seconded by Van-
Denheuvel to approve the
agenda as presented. VOTE-
U/C

Presentation

By A. Zamzo ~ OT pre-
sented on MTSS and behav-
ior management.

Consent Agenda:
MOTIONED BY Howard,
seconded by Wolf to approve
the consent agenda as pre-
sented, including meet-
ing minutes, Payments of
66551-66961, Policy Review,
Renewal of the Collabora-
tive Agmt. w/Head Start,
Amendment of the Assist.
Director of SpEd Contract,
25/26 Reg Year TS/CR Ser-
vices Agmt.

Personnel

Retirement of: M. Tabery,
PT and C. Salathe, WALC
Prog. Support; Reassign-
ment of M. Benning; Hiring:
C. Newberry, P. Rowe, T.
Dedesus, J. DeYonge, C.
Bruggenthies.

Reduction in Hrs.: J.
Goodpasture, M. Rasmus-
sen, W. Wegscheid, M. Ludo-
vissie.

Increase in Hrs.: S.
Romann, P. Kellen, M. Wol-
howe, H. Haase, J. Becker,

B. Faust, E. Hibbs, L. Hub-
bard, M. Murch, K. Schalow,
M. Schmidt, L. Wright, S.
Lowe, S. Nixon, S. Romann.

Lane Change Request: K.

Lehmann. VOTE: U/C
Info Shared

Supt. Report: T-I nego-
tiations are ongoing, FY27
FED Menu Options will be
shared with Supts. before
December. Due to van
driver shortages, a monthly
transportation agreement
w/Aksamit Transporta-
tion. ALC enrollment of
121 students, including 20
online, TS are beginning.
Reviewed SR & ECFE
enrollment. State Telecom
Program will dissolve in
FY28/29, and FED is eval-
uating WAN options. CP
program approvals are due
Nov. 1, and the Regional Per-
kins Liaison Mtg. summary
was reviewed.

SPED Report: Out of
Field Permission. Teachers
will need to be in a Program
that leads to full certifica-
tion in the licensure field in
which they hold the OFP.

Finance Mgr. Report:
Reviewed FY25 audit
progress and the FY26 Q1
Finance report.

New Business

MOTIONED by VanDen-
heuvel, seconded by Thal-
mann to approve the Sept.
& Oct. 30 day Agmt. w/
Aksamit Pupil Transp. as
presented. VOTE- U/C

MOTIONED by Tum-
berg, seconded by Wright
to approve the FY26 Pur-
chased Social Worker Agmt.
w/ Perham - Dent #549 as
presented. VOTE-U/C

MOTIONED by Howard,
seconded by Wright to
approve the purchased
Social Worker Supervision
Svc. Agmt. w/C. Copeland
for the 25/26 SY as pre-
sented. VOTE- U/C

MOTIONED by Thal-
mann, seconded by Van-
Denheuvel to approve the
FED Vehicle Sale Agmt w/
Askamit Transp. as pre-

O

sented. VOTE- U/C

MOTIONED by Tum-
berg, seconded by Howard
to approve the renewal of
the 2026 Health Insurance
plans through the Better
Health Collective. VOTE-
u/C

MOTIONED by Wright,
seconded by VanDenheuvel
to approve the renewal of
the 2026 Delta Dental PPO
Plan as presented. VOTE-
u/C

MOTIONED by Tum-
berg, seconded by Wolf to
approve the renewal of the
2026 Ameritas Vision Ins.
Plan as presented. VOTE-
u/C

MOTIONED by VanDen-
heuvel, seconded by Thal-
mann to approve the PFML
plan through Madison
National Ins. as presented.
VOTE-U/C

MOTIONED by Wright,
seconded by Howard to
approve the 2026 RI Budget
as presented. VOTE-U/C

MOTIONED by Thal-
mann, seconded by Wright
to approve the FY26 Bus
Mgr. Svc Agmt w/B-H ISD
786 as presented. VOTE-
u/C

MOTIONED by Tum-
berg, seconded by Van-
Denheuvel to approve the
transfer of $17,500 from the
SpEd fund and $17,500 from
the Membership Fund to
the OPEB reserve. VOTE-
u/C

MOTIONED by Wright,
seconded by Wolf to approve
the update of the Employee
Handbook to align with
Policy #412 - Expense Reim-
bursement. VOTE- U/C

MOTIONED by Tum-
berg, seconded by Van-
Denheuvel to adjourn the
meeting at 5:46 p.m. VOTE:
u/C.

Respectifully submitted,
Barb Tumberg,
Board Clerk
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We Gather on This Day to Be
Thankful for What We Have,
for the Family We Love,
the Friends We Cherish,
and for the Blessings That Will Come.
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Responded to a gas leak

The Staples Fire Department and
Staples Police responded to a call regard-
ing a gas leak at Minnesota Ave. and 3rd
St. SW in Staples the morning of Nov. 12.
Staples Fire Chief Cole Yungbauer said

that residents reported smelling gas at
their home. First responders discovered
there was a malfunction in the home’s fur-
nace and the situation was taken care of.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Lions Peace Poster winners

Sixth grade students at Staples-Mot-
ley Middle School were invited to par-
ticipate in the annual Lions International
Peace Poster Contest, sponsored locally
by the Staples and Motley Lions Clubs.
The contest gives young people ages 11
- 13 the opportunity to share what peace
means to them through art. This year’s
contest theme, ‘Together As One,’
ed students around the world to envision

or goal.

invit-

what can happen when a diverse group

Todd County HHS hosting
Radiothon to End Child Abuse

Todd County Health and
Human Services is hosting
their annual 36nd Annual
Radiothon to End Child

Abuse on December 5th,

2025. You can listen in on
The FAN FM 98.5, KIK FM
100.7, Cool FM 94.3, KWAD
FM 101.7, and SuperStation
FM 105.9.

At this year’s event lis-

teners are able to listen to
stories, the passion to end

child abuse, and what listen-
ers can do to help. We wel-

o0
Public

Notices
o0

CITY OF STAPLES
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given
that the City Council of the
City of Staples will conduct
a public hearing at 7:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 9,
2025, at the Staples Govern-
ment Center located at 122
6th St NE, Staples to receive
public input regarding the
2026 Final Budget and Prop-
erty Tax Levy.

All interested persons
are invited to attend the
hearing and be heard on
this matter or submit writ-
ten comments to the City
Clerk prior to the hearing.
For a copy of the proposed
2026 Final Budget and Prop-
erty Tax Levy, contact City
Hall at 218-894-2550.

Dated: November 26, 2025
Tara Greer, Clerk

City of Staples
49pnc

come community speakers
to speak on the resources
and passion for need to
raise awareness of child
abuse. Money raised during
the Radiothon will be used
to benefit local initiatives
working to educate and
create safe, nurturing envi-
ronments for children and
families in the Todd County
Community.

These events happen
year round in Todd County
and focus on having a safe,

Pictured,
Lovesness, 3rd place, winner of $25;
Staples ‘93 Lion Mary Kobliska; Dakota
Kaijela, 2nd place, winner of $35; Eva
Greenwaldt, 1st place, winner of $50.
Greenwaldt’s poster will go on to be en-
tered at the district level. (Staples World
photo by Dawn Timbs)

of people unites around a common cause

from left, are Aiden

family friendly environ-
ment while connecting
community members with
resources in Todd County.
Todd County will be
adding back the Silent Auc-
tion this year. The silent
auction will be online and
will be open from Monday,
Nov. 24 at 10 a.m. and will
close Thursday, Dec. 4 at 7
p.m. Go to Todd County’s
Facebook page for the link.

Zaborowski moves to
CLC admissions

Central Lakes College
announced the appointment
of Josh Zaborowski as its
Director of Admissions and
Student Recruitment.

Zaborowski has been
with CLC since 2011, serving

as an Upward Bound advi-

sor. In this role, he worked

with low income or first-gen-

eration high school students,
helping them navigate high
school, up to their first day
of college.

“As Director of Admis-
sions and Student Recruit-

ment, my priority is
ensuring every prospective

student feels supported
from their first question
to their first day of class,”
Zaborowski said. “Our mis-
sion at CLC is ‘we build
futures’ and I look forward
to bringing that mission to
many more.”

Dr. Hara Charlier, Presi-
dent of CLC, said “Josh has
a deep understanding of
who our students are and
what they need to thrive. His
leadership will help guide
more students to CLC and
ensure they feel welcomed,
supported, and confident in
choosing us.”

Long Prairie Police report

Shots Fired: On Nov. 16

at approximately 4:13 a.m.,

the Long Prairie Police
Dept. was dispated to a call

where an individual sus-

tained a gunshot wound at

the address of 115 2nd St. S,

Long Prairie.
The individual was air

lifted to HCMC for the gun-

shot wound. Their status is
currently unkown.

It’s believed the incident
took place as the victim
was attempting to break up
a fight between two other

individuals.

Search warrants were
executed at the property
and the case is currently
under investigation. Law
enforcement is still look-
ing for the individuals who
were involved in the fight.

There is no current
threat to the community.

Anyone with informa-
tion pertaining to the inves-
tigation may contact the
Long Prairie Police Dept.,
320-732-2156.
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Careers collective
for hometown jobs

Around 35 Staples and
Motley area businesses set
up shop at Staples-Motley

High School for the Home-

town Careers Collective on

Nov. 19. Local manufactur-

ers and industries showed
students what is produced
in the community and many
of them provided hands-on
displays where students
could see what and how they
were produced. This is the
first year for this event.

Kim Gustafson of Gus-

tafson Diesel Repair was
one of the originators of the
event, coming up with the
idea during a conversation
during the school’s facility
planning process. She was
very happy that a diverse

group of businesses partic-
ipated and she said the stu-

dents were very interested

in learning about the busi-

nesses.

Students in grades 9-12
attended the event, writing
down a synopsis of at least

Tl
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three businesses, learning
what careers are available

in this business, what edu-

cation and skills are needed
and typical salaries.

Participating business-

es and agencies included
Miran Creek Cabinets, ICS,
Agcentric, Larson Electric,

Central Building Supply, Ac-
tion Machining, Holst Con-

struction, Reese Plumbing
& Heating, City of Staples,
Workforce Development
Solutions, Stacker 3D Print-
ers, Williams Floral, Old 10
Apparel, Barmah Hats, Tim-
berlake Hotel, Lakewood
Health System, Minnesota
Valley Irrigation, Hot Rod
Welding, Rural Minnesota
CEP, Derek Holst Construc-
tion of Lakes Area, Stern
Rubber, First International
Bank & Trust, Gustafson
Diesel Repair, 3M, Trident
Seafood, Giza Plumbing &
Heating, RD Offutt Farms,

Viking Gas, Brichacek Elec-

tric and JDM Machining.

Gustafson Diesel Repair booth during the Hometown Ca-

L3

Learning about local industry

Ag instructor Dan Rowe, left, meets students atthe  reers Collective at Staples-Motley High School Legacy

Gym. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)
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Barmah Hats
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Williams Floral

Stacker 3D Printing
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Basketball season starts
with win for Cardinal girls

The Staples-Motley girls basketball team started
the season with a road win, defeating Browerville-Eagle
Valley 63-40 on Nov. 20, at Browerville. The Cardinals
returned home the next night, Nov. 21, to play Hawley,
fresh off a state volleyball championship. The many tall
athletes on the Hawley team proved to be too much for
the Cardinals, and they lost 66-28. In both games, they
displayed good passing and good teamwork. Despite
low numbers on the girls team, Staples-Motley has some
quality athletes who will make this year an exciting one
for local basketball fans. (Staples World photos by Mark
Anderson)

Hannah Cole
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Singig a hymn of Thanksgiving

The Staples Area Community Thanksgiving Service
was held Nov. 23, at the Staples Church of Christ. The
evening service, facilitated by church member Bruce
Paskewitz, included scripture readings by Dean Klebs,
gratitude testimonies from Wade and Renata Scepurek,
Staples Assembly of God Church; Jay Tyrrell, Sacred
Heart Church; Linda Kopp and Bruce Paskewitz, Church

of Christ; prayers, and the singing of Thanksgiving hymns,
with Sandy Paskewitz at the piano. Above, Pastor Roy
Miles, Staples Assembly of God, leads the closing hymn,
“Count Your Blessings.” Following the service, a time of
fellowship was held, with coffee and goodies served.
(Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

A time of
fellowship

Following the
Community Thanksgiv-

ing Service at Staples
Church of Christ Nov. 23,
people enjoyed a time
of fellowship, complete
with coffee and goodies.
(Staples World photo by

Dawn Timbs)

Sophia Luna

Dr. Jennifer Heim
iS new obstetrician
and gynecologist atl
Lakewood Health

System

Lakewood Health
System, Staples, welcomes
Dr. Jennifer Heim, obstetri-
cian and gynecologist (OB/
GYN), to its women’s health
team.

Originally from Harlan,
Iowa, Dr. Heim obtained her
graduate degree from Mayo
Clinic Graduate School
and received her medical
degree from Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine
in New York. She completed
her residency at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Dr. Heim
is a member of the Amer-
ican College of OB/GYN,
the Menopause Society, and
the American Association
of Gynecologic Laparosco-
pists. In addition, Dr. Heim
is also a credentialed The
Menopause Society Certi-
fied Practitioner.

As an obstetrician and
gynecologist, Dr. Heim spe-
cializes in menopause care,
abnormal bleeding manage-
ment, PCOS management,
infertility, pregnancy care,
cervical cancer screening,
and minimally invasive

Dr. Jennifer Heim

gynecological surgery
including tubal steriliza-
tion. “I’'m excited to be join-
ing Lakewood to partner
in providing high-quality,
patient-centered medicine.
I really appreciate that they
are an independent and
community-based organi-
zation.”

Dr. Heim enjoys explor-
ing Minnesota, biking,
boating, reading, running,
yoga, and spending time
with her family.
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Rezoning denied because of comprehensive plan guidance, not for nature of cannabis business

ln favor of cannabls business

Jeramy Mercil, standing center,
spoke up at the public hearing in Mot-
ley Nov. 17, in support of rezoning an
approximate 5.4 acres of property from
Downtown Mixed Use to Industrial. Re-
zoning would allow the productive reuse
of a long-vacant former school as a se-
cure indoor cannabis cultivation facility
operated by Starlight Cannabis LLC. To
Mercil's right is Lyle Gillson of Stillwater,
Co-founder of Starlight Cannabis, LLC.
Mercil, CEO of Starlight Cannabis, noted
that should they be able to purchase this

property, they planned to do consider-
able construction and that they believed
the renovations would raise the value
of the building. At far right, standing, is
Ryan Shoup who said he’d met Gillson at
the state fair, learned about his cannabis
business plans and told him about the
Motley school building for sale, believ-
ing it would be a good fit. Shoup said he
didn’t think the city should miss out on
this opportunity. (Staples World photo by
Dawn Timbs)
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Pine Grove Park

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND THROUGH DECEMBER
VANS WELCOME | FREE WILL DONATION
WWW.DISCOVERSTAPLES.COM
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diagnosed with cancer, an

emotional Gillson shared,

going on to note the pain

relief benefits cannabis pro-

vided to her.

Mercil noted that they
planned to do extensive
renovations to the school
building which he claimed

would raise its value, bring-

ing new tax revenue to the

city. Gillson said their busi-

ness would create jobs in
the community. Around 20
at first, and up to 60 in three
years.

There were at least 60
people in attendance at the
public hearing, with many
voicing concerns about the
rezoning request.

Tom Daly wondered
if the city’s sewer ponds

could handle another indus-

try? Cassie Roberts, Plant
Manager at Trident Foods

in Motley, had similar con-

cerns, mentioning that lack
of water pressure could be
an issue.

Several people, includ-

ing Pat Koehler and Darin
Flansburg, mentioned
concerns about having a
cannabis industry across

the street from a daycare.
Another woman, who
attends St. Michael Catho-

lic Church in Motley, felt it

would be a conflict of inter-

est to have this business so

close to a place of worship.
Still others had concerns
about increased traffic and
big trucks driving through
the neighborhood. A woman
named Barb said she moved
from the Twin Cities a few
years ago to get away from
traffic. She was looking for
a safe, quiet neighborhood
and feared this would take
that away.

There were a few who

spoke up in favor of Star-

light Cannabis LLC. Greg
Frisk mentioned the
expense of taking down a
building like the old school
(one he had rich ties to,
having attended there and
served on the school board
in years past, he said). He

went on to note that Gill-

son and Mercil would be
paying for the building’s
improvements. Frisk also
noted that a business like
this could attract employees
from out of town. Another
woman noted that there
had been extensive water

damage to the school build-

ing in recent years and was
impressed that these folks
were willing to spend the
money to bring it up to code.
Ryan Shoup said that he’d
met Gillson at the state fair

and had reached out to Star-

light Cannabis LLC about
the former Motley school

building. He felt they’d be
a good fit and didn’t want
the city to miss out on this
opportunity. Shoup also
said that regardless of how
people feel about it, canna-
bis is here.

In the end, the commis-
sion voted unanimously
to deny the application to
rezone from DMU to Indus-
trial, based on the seven
findings of fact (for denial)
as presented in the staff
report.

Commissioner O’Regan
stressed that what was voted
on had nothing to do with
any specific business, but
simply that the city doesn’t
want to turn that area into
an industrial one. So, its
zoning will remain DMU,
which means NO industrial
business would be allowed.

Following the vote, Gill-
son thanked the commis-
sion for their time and
consideration. In a later
email, Gillson said their
team has a great admira-
tion for this region and “felt
Motley would be a natural
fit for our company and we
would have been honored
to become part of the com-
munity. We hold nothing
but respect for the City of
Motley and wish the com-
munity continued success.”

Staples Area Men’'s & Women's Choruses present:

December 13th, 2025

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
310 4th Street NE - Staples

S15 eachor S

.*{'md.H.wlm-ﬁ.m

35 max per family

Tickets available at:

p m. & The door
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Lakewood'’s Staples clinic.

218-894-8381
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LAKEWOOD WELCOMES

Jennifer Heim, MD

OB/GYN

Lakewood is pleased to announce the arrival of obstetrician and
gynecologist, Dr. Jennifer Heim. Dr. Heim provides comprehensive
women'’s health care, with special interests in menopause management,
infertility, pregnancy care, and minimally invasive gynecologic surgery.
In her free time, she enjoys biking, boating, running, yoga, reading, and

spending time with her family. She will be seeing patients at

> Lakewood

N\




