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Where in 
the World?
City of Staples 
budget:	 7A

Hello, Readers,
New Year’s is one of  

the oldest holidays still 
celebrated, but the exact 
date and nature of  the 
festivities has changed 
over time. It originated 

thousands of  years 
ago in ancient Babylon, 
celebrated as an eleven 
day festival on the first 
day of  spring. During 

this time, many cultures 
used the sun and moon 
cycle to decide the “first” 
day of  the year. It wasn’t 

until Julius Caesar 
implemented the Julian 
calendar that January 
1st became the common 

day for the celebration. In 
the twentieth century, it 
has become associated 
with relationships and 

introspection.

Obituary
Ardith Schmith
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2016 was a year of building for the future
By Mark Anderson
News Editor

Many of  the stories that 
appeared in the Staples 
World in 2016 centered on 
preparations for the future. 
Three major construction 
projects were started in 
Staples. The Thriving Com-
munities Initiative started 
looking at community 
needs in economic develop-
ment, workforce and qual-
ity of  life. 

As usual, the Staples 
World was also filled with 
stories about families, 
achievements and people 
who create in the commu-
nity.

The following are some 
of  the highlights of  2016:

Jan. 14 -  James and 
Sheena Ziegler, Staples 
started working on their 
Habitat For Humanity 
home they will fix up and 
live in.

Jan. 14 - The Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Rail-
way Foundation donated 
$25,000 to the Staples His-
torical Society to help start 
a museum after the Staples 
Depot renovation is fin-
ished.

Jan. 21 - Dr. Jonathan 
and Amy Claussen make 
family a priority in their 
lives and help other fami-
lies through their ministry, 
“Family Restoration Proj-
ect.”

Jan. 28 - The “Re-start” 
campaign was recom-
mended to the Staples 
Motley School District by 
administration, including 
restructuring the grade 
levels at each school build-
ing.

Feb. 11 - Informational 

meetings about the school 
re-start campaign drew 
large crowds. Several par-
ents objected to the school 
realignment, specifically 
moving all the younger 
students, grades K-3, to the 
Staples building.

Feb. 25 - Five Staples- 
Motley wrestlers qualified 
for the state wrestling tour-
nament, Spencer Miller, 
Owen Bjerga, Eric Lisson, 
Jeremy Miller and Alex 
Erpelding.

Feb. 25 - After reviewing 
statistics and rural trends, 
attendees at the Thriving 
Communities Initiative 
meeting determined that 
Staples is a “young and 
vibrant” community.

Feb. 25 - Rose Han and 
William Thew were the 
top spellers in the district 
spelling bee.

March 3 - The Staples- 
M o t l e y  S ch o o l  B o a rd 
approved the re-start pro-
posal.

March 17  -  Staples 
Motley High School stu-
dent  Anna Koopmann 
memorized 1,000 digits of  
pi, the number used to cal-
culate the area of  a circle. 
Student Kyle Huepen-
becker memorized 500 
digits of  the number pi.

March 24 -  Jennifer 
DeBoer credited her faith, 
community  and local 
police with helping her end 
her addiction to metham-
phetamines.

March 24 - Hara Charlier 
is named the new Central 
Lakes College President.

March 24 - The Staples- 
Motley knowledge bowl 
team qualified for the state 

Education changes, development projects dominate year

“I am impressed with the people of Staples and their can-do attitude,” said Mike Ives at the groundbreaking of 
the Timberlake Hotel in Staples in August. The Ives family is building the hotel and naming it after their Timberlake 
Lodge in Grand Rapids. From left are Rick Utech, Todd County Development Corporation; Staples City Council 
members Doug Case, Kevin Jenkins and Ron Murray; Staples Mayor Chris Etzler; City Administrator Jerel Nelsen; 
Mike Ives; council member Mary Theurer; Economic Development Director Melissa Radermacher; Staples Motley 
Chamber of Commerce Director Barb Cline; Staples-Motley School Board member Mary Freeman; and Mary Ives. 
Also attending were neighboring business people, bank officials and local well-wishers. (Staples World photo by 
Mark Anderson)

City officials celebrate hotel groundbreaking

Some of the principal players who planned the Lakewood Health System main campus addition gathered at 
the clinic and hospital on Oct. 10 for a groundbreaking ceremony. From left, Brad Anderson, VP of Strategy and 
Development; Kathy Dobson, VP of Senior Services; Dr. John Halfen, CMO; Craig Wolhowe, VP of Hospital and 
Clinics; Lisa Bjerga, CFO; Jeff Scholten, USDA; Dr. Christine Albrecht; Teresa Fisher, CNO/COO; Mary Theurer, 
District Board Chair; Tim Rice, President and CEO; Loren Morey, System Board Chair; Ryan Johansen and Jenifer 
Jirele, BWBR; Richard Bell, Steve Poissant, Eric Lien, Mark Strelnieks, and Scott Kuehl, Nor-Son Construction. 
Not pictured: Lynn Rice, VP of Support Services. See planned expansion graphics on page 8a. (Staples World 
photo by Mark Anderson)

Groundbreaking on $20 million clinic addition

Neighbors and Cass Crest hog barn partners mingled at an open house for the facility held Dec. 16. A 
steady crowd came by to check out the new facility, which should start feeding hogs in January. (Staples World 
photo by Mark Anderson)

Neighborhood networking at hog barn open house

By Mark Anderson
News Editor

The newly constructed 
Cass Crest hog facility is 
nearly ready to start far-
rowing hogs. The first set 
of  hogs is expected to come 
in early January.  The barn, 
a high tech, high health, 
top genetics bar n will 
supply breeding sows to 
many other barns in south-
ern Minnesota. Those barn 
operators are partners in 
building as well.

It’s built west of  Leader 
on 80th St. SW, with one 
large barn connected to a 
farrowing facility.

Cass Crest representa-
tive Bill Crawford said that 
because it’s a high health 
bar n, random visitors 
won’t be allowed once the 
hogs are in the barn. They 
held an open house for 
neighbors Dec. 16, to have 
an opportunity to come 
inside the barn and look 
around as construction 
was still in the process of  
being completed.

Crawford said when the 
barn is full, the facility 
will house approximately 

2,000 animals. The primary 
purpose is to produce good 
mothers. They will look for 
genetics that produce large 
litters, have good tempera-

ments, among other traits.
The facility allows the 

hogs a large floor to walk 
around at leisure. They’ re 
able to access their own 

individual feeding crates 
where an automated feed-
ing system will pipe in 
high nutrition corn and 
soybean pellets.

Three employees had 
been hired by the day 
of  the open house. Dave 

Cass Crest hog facility opening soon

See YEAR IN REVIEW 
on page 8a

See HOG FACILITY 
on page 2a

By Mark Anderson
News Editor

The Staples-Motley Dol-
lars For Scholars (DFS) 
board has new faces replac-
ing some of  the long time 
members. They are trying 

new things as a board and 
have more going on with 
their web site and online 
fundraising. But their 
main purpose is still the 
same, to provide educa-
tional scholarships to local 
students.

This year the board is 
conducting a raffle that 
will replace the auction 
they have held for many 
years. The raffle will still 
have some of  the items that 
have been auctioned, such 
as Lakes Jam tickets, a 
sleigh ride, equipment and 
gift certificates from local 
businesses. A full list is on 
their facebook page.

Raffle tickets can be 
purchased from any board 
member and they will also 
be selling them at athletic 
events, such as the Jan. 6 
boys basketball game and 
Jan. 21 wrestling meet. 
Giza Plumbing & Heating 
in Staples also has raffle 
tickets for sale.

The raffle drawing will 
be held Jan. 24 at halftime 
of  the basketball double-

header that night.
A new way to  sup-

port DFS is through their 
G o F u n d M e  we b  p a g e. 
Donations to this year’s 
scholarships need to be 
received by Jan 31.

Dollars For Scholars is 
also accepting new scholar-
ships through the first week 
of  January. Any person or 
organization who wants to 
create a scholarship is wel-
come to add it to the lineup. 
The fund is considered a 
charitable donation. Of  all 
the scholarships given out 
each year, approximately 
$10,000 comes from the 
board’s general fund. The 
rest are sponsored scholar-
ships. DFS has given out 
more than $85,000 in schol-
arships each year for the 
past four years and has a 
total of  $1,439,365 distrib-
uted since they started in 
1986.

The way students apply 
for the scholarships has 
changed in the last year. 

DFS board - new fundraisers, same purpose

Dollars For Scholars board members include, front row from left, Judy Droubie, 
Melissa Daniels, Mary Kobliska and Sharon Hirschey; standing, Carol Jackson, Bry-
an Winkels, Becky Fuhrman and Lisa Giza. Not pictured are  Melanie Bestland, Dale 
Williams, Michelle Wolhowe, Karina Kobliska, Mike Schmidt and Jennifer Strickland. 
Board members said they appreciate the work of two long time pillars of the board, 
Roger Houselog and Jody Longbella, who recently went off the board. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

Dollars For Scholars board

See DFS on page 3a
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When 
someone 
we love 
becomes 
a memory; 
that memory 
becomes 
a treasure.
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Three Cass Crest employees who will operate the barn were at the open house, 
from left, Dan Wentworth, Dave Labenz and Travis DiGiovanni. When running at full 
capacity, the facility will employ seven to eight full time employees and a few more 
part time employees. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Hog barn operators

Andrea and Anthony DiGiovanni test out one of the hog crates during the Cass 
Crest hog facility open house. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

What it’s like to be a pig

Labenz will be the manager, 
with 34 years of  experience 
running hog barns. 

Labenz said the entire 
barn will be automated, 
where they can control 
t e m p e r a t u r e,  s e t  t h e 
amount of  feed for each 
pig and if   needed they can 
individually manage each 
hog. All the sows have their 

own feed trough so they 
can eat at their own pace. 
The control panel can also 
be accessed by cell phone, 
so employees can make 
remote changes and be 
alerted if  something goes 
wrong.

T r av i s  D i G i ova n n i , 
another employee who has 
experience working at a 
hog barn, says it’s not hard 
to manage that many hogs, 
and with experience, work-
ers can learn to spot a sick 
pig in the crowd. “You get 
to know them, if  they’re 

off  their feed or turn a pale 
color, you know something 
is wrong,” he said.

The sows will be artifi-
cially inseminated and the 
employees can check their 
pregnancy status with 
ultrasound.

Once the hogs are in 
the bar n, there’ll be a 
slight increase in road 
traffic. They might aver-
age one load of  hogs going 
out every week and two to 
three loads of  feed coming 
in.Staples Area Church Directory

Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Pastor Bob Hepokoski, Paul Johnson
Mark Shea, Pastor of Student Ministries 
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:15 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Youth Pastor Julie Boone 
 Discipleship Class ..........................9:15 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Prayer .............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight & Youth ..........................6:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Website: www.stapleschurchofchrist.org
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .....6:30 p.m.

Congregational Church, UCC
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
Pastor Tony Romaine
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples 
218-894-1546
Emelia Enquist, Director of Youth, Family & 
Christian Ed.
 Sunday Worship
 Worship Service ............................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School 
    and Coffee Fellowship ..................9:35 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:45 a.m.
 
Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
Jeff Scoggins, Pastor
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Nathan Hillman
 Sunday School ..............................9:45 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:15 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Ciesluk .........................................
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Congregational, UCC
One block S. of Hwy. 10, Aldrich 
Pastor Dave Seaton ...................218-445-5831
 Sunday Worship, ..........................  9:30 a.m.
 Communion .................1st Sunday of Month

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
www.bethanylutherancushing.com.
Rev. Jean M. Megorden
Lay Pastor Bob Mueller
Sunday Worship .................................9:00 a.m

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th St., Cushing .............218-575-2449 
www.lincolnefree.org Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Friday Office Closed
Visitation Pastor: Jim Brown
Youth Coordinator: Kelly Gelle
SUNDAY
 Sunday School for all ages ...........9:00 a.m.
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................4:30 p.m. 
 Kids’ Club ......................................6:00 p.m.
 Jr./Sr. Forge Youth Group ............6:00 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
www.cushingbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. # ..................................218-837-5690
Open by arrangement

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Pastor David Stevens
 Sunday Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Pastor David Stevens
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Pastor Jim Johnson
Assistant Pastor Richard Broberg
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Kids Club .............................. 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 5:30-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Ciesluk
www.motleyumc.org
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Pastor Hector Merced
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Skip Hansen  
218-746-3768
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church ..........................9:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Adrenaline Youth Group ...............5:45 p.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146
Hewitt, MN 56453
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Prayer ...........................................7:00 p.m.

Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.
Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale
Church ........................................218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 Sunday School - Worship ............10:30 a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer & Praise ............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
  6:00 p.m. .................. Family fellowship meal
  6:30 p.m. ...........Bible Study groups, all ages

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager
218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.
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The Original Christmas Tree
Pastor Nathan Hillman, Thomastown Covenant Church, Staples

Just outside our church’s sanctuary windows, 
there once stood a great basswood tree. For many 
years it towered beautifully alongside the building. 
Eventually it grew old, lost its health and was cut down 
(before a storm could come along and throw that gi-
ant onto the church building). The stump was ground 
up all the way down below the surface of the earth. 
Wood chips were hauled away. Dirt was filled in over 
the hole and packed down. About a year later in the 
summer, shoots started to grow up out of the ground 
by the dozens. That old basswood still had life deep, 
down in its roots.

Isaiah once prophesied, A shoot will come up from 
the stump of Jesse; from His roots a branch will bear 
fruit. (Isaiah 11:1)

In this case, the old tree was the line of King David 
(son of Jesse), which was a disaster of failed king-
ships if you ever saw one. Failed. That’s why it’s called 
a stump. But God had a plan and there was still life in 
those roots, and eventually a shoot came up and grew 
into a tree bearing fruit greater than anything ever 
seen before. This tree, this life, was called Jesus. 
The original Christmas Tree! Like shoots out of the 
ground, Jesus comes up when you don’t expect Him - 
bringing life, beauty and goodness. The good news is 
for every one of us that has ever known failure. Every 
one of us that has ever felt as-good-as-dead. Like a 
stump. 

The good news is that, by being attached (grafted) 
to Jesus, new life and beauty and goodness will come 
to you and to me! Will you choose Life today?

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Bob Reeck, Manager
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

“The time has come,” [Jesus] said. “The kingdom of God has come near. 
Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15)

HOG FACILITY continued from page 1a

By Mark Anderson, News Editor

Tuesday, Jan. 3, as Staples-Motley students return 
from their winter break, they’ll have an interesting first 
day back of  learning, helping and playing as the school 
district will hold its first Activity Day.

While students are engaged in a variety of  activities, 
teachers will be in workshops and learning groups. Often 
when teachers have in-service days like this, other staff  
such as paraprofessionals, bus drivers and food service 
personnel lose a day of  work. In addition, parents need to 
make alternative arrangements for their children. 

To address this issue the board and administration 
decided to plan these activities, which will be carried out 
under the supervision of  staff  and volunteers. Additional 
activities days are planned for Feb. 3 and April 3.

Kindergarten and first graders will have; story time, 
rotation of  activities, library, phy. ed, music, puzzles, 
technology and games.

Second graders will leave for 3-2-1 Bounce in Brainerd 
in the morning.

Third grade will go to the Staples Community Center 
for swimming, gym time, activities and board games.

All elementary school students will meet at Centennial 
Auditorium for a movie at 1 p.m. and will be back to the 
school by 3 p.m.

At Motley-Staples Middle School, the fourth and fifth 
graders will have in-school activities and will watch a 
movie. 

Sixth graders will spend the day at Camp Shaminau.
Seventh grade; students will help with the Hunger No 

More project at the high school. High school students will 
also be helping with that project.

High school students have also volunteered to help 
with the elementary activities.

Other high school activities include; League of  Leg-
ends video game event and a representative from St. 
Cloud State University will be visiting.

First Student 
Activity Day 
set for Jan. 3

House Speaker Kurt 
D a u d t ,  R - C row n ,  h a s 
announced committee 
assignments for the 2017-
2018 Minnesota Legisla-
ture which will convene at 
noon, Tuesday, Jan. 3

The 27 committees, sub-
committees and divisions 
that House Republican 
leadership named in late 
November are at the core 
of  the legislative process. 
They act as filters, deciding 
which of  the thousands of  
bills introduced during the 
two-year biennium will get 
a hearing and continue to 
move through the legisla-
tive process toward becom-
ing law.

Rep. Ron Kresha, R-Lit-
tle Falls, will begin his 
third term representing 
District 9B which covers 
all or parts of  Morrison 
and Todd counties. He was 
elected as  the Minnesota 

House Majority Whip. It 
is the third most power-
ful position in the House 
Republican caucus.

K r e s h a  h a s  b e e n 
assigned to the commerce 
and regulatory, education 
finance and health and 
human services reform 
committees and to the sub-
committee on child care 
access and affordability.

He can be reached at 
651-296-4247, 800-727-4612 or 
rep.ron.kresha@house.mn. 
His mailing address is 531 
State Office Building, 100 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. St. Paul, MN 55155.

Re p.  J o h n  P o s t o n , 
R-Lake Shore, will begin 
his first term represent-
ing District 9A which 
covers all or parts of  Todd, 
Wadena and Cass counties. 
Poston has been assigned 
to the agriculture finance, 
agriculture policy, capi-
tal investment, education 
finance committees and 
the veterans affairs divi-
sion.

Poston can be reached 
at 651-297-9010 or rep.john.
poston@house.mn. His 
mailing address is State 
Office Building, 100 Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. St. Paul, MN 55155. 
His office assignment was 
not yet finalized.

Rep. Ron Kresha and 
Rep. John Poston get 
committee duties
Legislature convenes Jan. 3

Many building functions are automated
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Here’s 
what’s cookin’ 
at BRICKS!

Don’t forget!

We have Take 

& Bake Pizza!

MONDAY: Chinese
TUESDAY:

Homestyle Night
WEDNESDAY: 

Chicken & Dumplings
THURSDAY:Mexican

*Build your own 
Tacos*

FRIDAY: Fish Fry
SATURDAY: Italian

*Pizza & Pasta*

HOURS: Convenience Store: 5:30 
a.m. to 11 p.m. 7 DAYS A WEEK.

Restaurant: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
7 DAYS A WEEK.

BRICKS
TRAVEL CENTERLLC

888.874.9064 or 218.316.7198
265 HWY 10 West, Motley, MN 56466

GAS ~ BAIT

~SNACKS~
RESTAURANT

GIFT SHOP

Daily Buffet Specials:

4th St., Staples • 894-1505

Bar Bingo
Every

          SAT.
2 p.m.

2 jackpots (Starts Oct. 10)

Tap Beer $1
4 - 7 P.M.

Karaoke
 EVERY THURSDAY, 9 P.M.

Halloween Party 
Fri., Oct. 30, 9 p.m.
•COSTUME PARTY•

Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place.
D.J. with Karaoke 

“On the Rox” 
in the basement.

Happy Hour: 4-6 p.m., Mon-Fri.
Open Sundays

“For Pete’s Sake”
Saturday, Oct. 24, 

2009 at the 
Bear’s Den,  Leader

JOIN US OCT. 24:

at noon (free will offering)

1 to 4 p.m.
Col. Daryl Larson, 

Auctioneer Lic. #49-14

#X35969-09-001

Peter Achermann, 82, was 
last ween on July 24, 2009 
at Staples. If you have any 

information that may help in 
the search for Peter, call your 
local law enforcement at 911.

Cash donations may be 
sent or brought to:

Mid-Minnesota 
Federal Credit Union

c/o Peter Achermann Search 
Fund, PO Box 39, 

Staples MN  56479
Your donation will be 
used by the family to
 continue the search:

Contact:       Donation Drop Off Sites:
Leader area: Shirley Feakes 218-397-2509 Leader – Bears Den from 11:00-8:00 
Staples area: Amy Winkels 218-895-7189  Motley – Free Methodist Church 
Motley area: Jim Johnson 218-296-1445       (call Jim Johnson for time)
Lincoln area: Sherri Zetah 218-575-2899 Staples – Sacred Heart Area School
Brainerd area: Ron & Dar Houle 218-829-7105      (during school hours)
              Cindy Zetah 218-575-2088      

ssw
41c

TEN HI
 Motley•352-6310

ON/OFF SALE•Off-Sale Specials

PULL TABS Lic. #05943-001

MEAT RAFFLES 
Every Sat. 3 p.m.

FREE Juke Box every 
Weds.starting 6 p.m.

FRI., OCT. 23
Karaoke with Rita

 SAT., OCT. 24
“Montana Sky”
HAPPY HOUR:

Mon.-Thurs. 6-7 p.m. and 9-10 p.m.
NO MINORS AFTER 8:00 P.M.

  Staples, MN 218-894-5728

GUN RAFFLE, NOV. 13
8:30 P.M. LIC. #05048

*Savage 110 7mm scope & case
*Mossberg Silver Reserve O

*Schrade Old Time Knife
*Blaze Camo Parka Game Hide 
& Blaze Camo Bibs Game Hide

HALLOWEEN PARTY
Sat., Oct. 31

COSTUME CONTEST
Themes: Cartoon; TV/Movie 

Character or Personality. 
  Judging at midnight.

1st prize: $125
2nd prize: $75
3rd prize: $50

DRINK SPECIALS!
FUN!
FUN!

Staples Cinema
894-3818

“Cloudy with 
Chance of 
Meatballs”

   Fri. - Mon. Oct. 23-26 
Showing at 7:30 p.m.

BENEFIT FOR

Free will offering • Silent Auction

Cash donations to: Jamie Gauld Benet account, 
Mid-MN Federal Credit Union, Staples

Jamie Gauld
Monday, Oct. 26
Spaghetti Supper, 5 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

Ted and Gen’s, Aldrich

Jamie underwent surgery Sept. 11 to repair a large 
hole in her heart which had been undiagnosed 

until she was 30. On her own, and now without 
a job, Jamie needs extended recovery time 

and help with medical costs.
She is the daughter of Cindy and Jason Morales, 

Shaun and Karen Gauld and the granddaughter of 
the late Lyle and Sara Johnson of Staples.

Benet questions call: Mandie, 218-296-0967 or Kay, 218-894-1648

Senior Nutrition 
Program

Anyone is welcome to 
come and enjoy a whole-
some, nutritious meal and 
good fellowship at the nu-
trition site. Suggested do-
nation: $3.50. Just call the 
phone number below be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and noon 
the day before for reserva-
tions. For evening meals, 
please call one day in ad-
vance.

Menus are subject to change. 
Staples 894-2556
Serving at 11:45 a.m. sharp. 

All meals served with bread/
margarine and skim milk. 

October 26 - October 30
MONDAY - Chicken/wild 

rice casserole, cole slaw/
carrots, green beans, pud-
ding 720 calories.

T U E S D AY  -  Sal isbury 
steak, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, peas, pineapple, 735 
calories.

WEDNESDAY  -  Sausage, 
boiled potatoes, sauer-
kraut, frosted cake, 875 
calories.

THURSDAY - Baked ham, 
baked potato/sour cream, 
carrots, cheesecake/fruit/
topping, 855 calories.

FRIDAY - Sloppy Joe, hash 
browns, baked beans, Hal-
loween cupcake.

Senior Dining-
Lakewood Health 
System Cafeteria

Serving times: 
Lunch: 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Lunch served Sat. and Sun. 
only. Soup and dessert served with 

every meal.
Evening meal: 4:30-6 p.m.

October 25 - October 31
SUNDAY - Lunch: Ham-

burger steak/onions, fried 
potatoes, German hotdish, 
Capri blend vegetables, ap-
ple crumb pie.

Eve Meal: Tuna noodle 
casserole, hamburger soup, 
corn dog, seasoned peas, 
apricots.

MONDAY - Eve Meal: Beef  
roast, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, chicken dumpling 
soup, pulled chicken/bun, 
diced beets, banana pud-
ding dessert.

TUESDAY - Eve Meal: Meat-
balls, potatoes/sour cream, 
wild rice soup, crab salad/
roll, broccoli, applesauce 
cake.

WEDNESDAY - Eve Meal:
Chicken ala king/biscuit, 
beef  noodle soup, hot dog/
bun, green beans, diced 
pears.

THURSDAY  -  Eve Meal:
Chili, garlic toast, potato 
soup, fi sh/bun, chuckwag-
on corn, tapioca pudding.

FRIDAY - Eve Meal: Tila-
pia fi llet, parsley potatoes, 
minestrone soup, ham sal-
ad/wheat, boiled cabbage, 
cheesecake bars.

SATURDAY - Lunch: Sweet/
sour pork/rice, Salisbury 
steak, herb/garlic potatoes, 
peas/carrots, ice cream 
sundae cup.

Eve Meal: Country fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, hearty cheese vege-

table soup, tuna salad/bun, 
squash, fruit cocktail.

SM Schools
Including elementary 

schools, middle school, Sa-
cred Heart, Head Start and 
preschool.

All meals include: Milk, en-
riched bread. Choice of  vegetables 
and fruit.

October 26 - October 30
MONDAY - Hot dog/bun, 

nacho chips, baked beans.
TUESDAY - Soft shell taco, 

baby carrots, sherbet.
WEDNESDAY - Sliced tur-

key/bun, chicken noodle 
soup.

THURSDAY - Chicken drum-
stick, crinkle fries.

FRIDAY - Cheese garlic 
French bread/pizza sauce.

SM High School
All meals include: Milk, en-

riched bread. Choice of  vegetables 
and fruit.

October 26 - October 30
MONDAY - Hot dog/bun, 

Nacho chips, baked beans, 
chicken strip salad.

TUESDAY - Soft shell taco, 
shaved turkey/wheat, sher-

bet.
WEDNESDAY - Grilled club/

wheat, hamburger/bun, 
twister fries.

THURSDAY - Hamburger, 
gravy, mashed potatoes, 
ham/bun.

FRIDAY - Cheese garlic 
French bread/pizza sauce, 
egg roll, roast beef/bun.
Pillager Public School

All meals include a half  pint 
of  milk.

October 26 - October 30
MONDAY - Mini corn dogs, 

wedge potatoes, fresh veg-
gies/dip, sherbet cup.

TUESDAY - Chicken pat-
ty/bun, cubed potatoes, 
steamed broccoli, cheese 
sauce, stripped cookies.

WEDNESDAY  -  Teriyaki 
beef  strips, white wild rice 
blend, green beans, pineap-
ple chunks, garlic toast.

THURSDAY -Italian spaghet-
ti, French bread, creamy 
cole slaw, applesauce.

FRIDAY - Sub sandwich, 
sun chips, baby carrots, 
watermelon chunks.

Menus

Rehearsing
Anna Fratzke, Ryan Fratzke and Roselene Dahl-

vang will perform “Monster Mash” at the “With Our Own 
Hearts” talent show at Centennial Auditorium in Staples 
Friday, Oct. 30, 7:30 p.m. (Submitted photo)

Talent show in Staples features 
music, comedy Friday, October 30

October 23-31
HAUNTED HOUSE  sponsored 

by Staples Motley wrestling 
and cross country boosters, 
will be held for four nights 
- Oct. 23, 24, 30 and 31, from 
7 - 11 p.m. Located 1.5 miles 
east of  Millers True Value, 
Staples, on Warner Rd. 
Huck Holst residence. Free 
refreshments.

October 24
B O O K  S I G N I N G  at  the 

Stomping Grounds coffee 
house, by area-native and 
author Wendy Killian, Sat-
urday, Oct. 24, 1 p.m. “To 
Have Loved,” is a book of  
restoration and a testa-
ment to the faithfulness 
of  God even through the 

worst of  trials. For info., 
218-895-5750.

8TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY FALL 
CARNIVAL  at the Staples Alli-
ance Church, Saturday, Oct. 
31, 6 - 8:30 p.m. Activities, 
games, prizes, candy; cof-
fee and sweets for adults. 
For info., call Paul John-
son, 218-894-2891. Church 
located at 1512 8th St. NE, 
Staples.

STORY HOUR for children,  
Stomping Grounds coffee 
house, Staples, Saturdays, 
9:30-10:30 a.m. Reading pro-
vided by volunteers. Free 
book given away each time. 
For info., call 218-895-5750 
or www.staplesstomping-
grounds.com.

November 1
‘SOUP, SANDWIC H AND A 

SONG’ EVENT,  hosted by The 
Staples Area Women’s Cho-
rus, Sunday, Nov. 1, 12: 30 - 2 
p.m., Staples Motley High 
School Cafeteria. For info., 
218-894-1128 or 218-296-0707.

STAPLES SPORTSMENS CLUB,  
‘Sight-In Day,’ Sunday, Nov. 
1, noon - 4 p.m., McGivern 
Rifl e Range, Staples.

November 5
THE WADENA WHIRLAWAYS  

will square dance Thurs-
day, Nov. 5, at the Wadena 
VFW, 7:30 - 10 p.m. Dan Van 
Asch, caller.

By Dawn Schimpp Timbs
World reporter

The fi rst-ever “With Our 
Own Hearts” talent show 
at Centennial Auditorium 
in Staples - featuring a va-
riety of  performances by 
area people with diagnosed 
mental illnesses - will take 
place Friday, Oct. 30, at 7:30 
p.m.

Entertainers hail from 
Todd, Wadena, Crow Wing, 
Cass, Aitkin and Morrison 
counties. They will share 
their personal struggles 
with mental illness through 
song, story and comedy. In 
addition, arts and crafts 
will be available in the lob-
by area.

“We hope to entertain  
as well as educate people 
about mental illness,” said 
Jode Freyholtz, a coordi-
nator with the Consumer 
Survivor Network and one 
of  the organizers of  the up-
coming show, which is also 
a fundraiser.

Marya Hornbacher, au-
thor of  “Wasted: A Memoir 
of  Anorexia and Bulimia” 
and “Madness: A Bipolar 
Life,” will emcee the event.

“There’s so much stigma 
surrounding mental ill-
ness,” said Freyholtz, who 
was diagnosed with de-

pression a few years ago. 
“People don’t really know 
how to respond in certain 
situations.”

For example, Freyholtz 
added, when someone is 
hospitalized with a mental 
illness, people don’t often 
send cards or bring the 
family a hotdish like they 
would for someone who 
just had surgery for a bro-
ken leg.

“We hope to decrease 
some of  this stigma.  Our 
message is, ‘We’re fun peo-
ple...we’re not dangerous,’” 
Freyholtz said.

“One of  our perform-
ers is going to do a stand-
up comedy routine about 
his hospitalization experi-
ence...it’s hilarious,” Frey-
holtz shared.  “I’m sure 
things didn’t seem funny 
at the time; but he is now 
able to see the humor in 
the situation.”

Freyholtz also hopes 
that the evening may of-
fer inspiration to others 
dealing with mental ill-
ness. “We want people to 
know that this hasn’t been 
the end of  our lives; and it 
doesn’t have to be the end 
of  yours,” she said.

At any social gathering, 
Freyholtz said, probably 25 
percent of  the people are 

struggling with some sort 
of  mental illness.

The good news for folks 
in this area, Freyholtz add-
ed, is that, “...Region 5 has 
some of  the best services 
(for the mentally ill) in the 
nation.”

Having a mental illness 
has been one of  the best 
things that’s ever happened 
to her, Freyholtz said. “I 
love my job...it’s the best 
one I’ve ever had; and I 
would have never gotten it 
if  I hadn’t been diagnosed 
with depression. I guess it 
was a blessing in disguise.”

She’s worked as a direc-
tor with CSN for the past 
three years. Her job entails 
developing support groups 
for people with mental ill-
ness; and training care-giv-
ers as well. She also writes 
a lot of  grants and commu-
nicates regularly with the 
legislature.

“I also teach people that 
we have to be responsible 
for our recovery,” Freyholtz 
said. “In real life, there are 
always ups and downs. I 
have to fi gure out what my 
triggers (for depression) 
are, like holidays and the 
weather. I prepare myself  
for that fi rst snowfl ake.”

She has met some terrif-
ic people over the past few 

years working with CSN, 
Freyholtz said. “I’ve been 
amazed at all of  the talent 
and creativity out there. 
This is going to be a great 
show.”

For more information 
about CSN or the upcom-
ing talent show at Centen-
nial Auditorium, call 218-
639-2010. Tickets will be 
available at the door.

Educational 
Opportunities

October 24
‘PROJECT TOGETHER’ TRIP TO 

CONFIDENCE LEARNING CENTER, 
BRAINERD, Saturday, Oct. 24. 
For info, to register, call 
Staples Motley Community 
Ed., 218-894-2497.

DUA L RE C OV E RY AN O N Y-
MOUS MEETINGS, Saturdays, 
10 a.m., 210 Jefferson St. 
South, Wadena (upstairs 
at the CyberCafe). For info., 
218-631-1714.

October 26
‘CIRCLE OF PARENTS’ SUP-

PORT GROUP Mondays, from 
6:30 - 8 p.m. at Staples El-
ementary School Library. 
Parents with children of  all 
ages welcome. Child care 
provided. For more infor-
mation on this free event, 
call 218-640-7035. 

October 29
REAL ESTATE 3, the final 

course in the Principles of  
Real Estate series, will be 
held at Central Lakes Col-
lege, Brainerd, Oct. 29 - Nov. 
17, Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 6 - 10 p.m. For 
info., to register, 218-855-
8142.

Mark Your Calendar

Although it will not hap-
pen on Oct. 31 as it usually 
does, the community trick 
or treat for food shelf  will 
happen on Oct. 25 from 4 
to 7 p.m. 

This year will be the 
11th year that the youth of  
the Staples area communi-
ty have gathered to go trick 
or treating for the Staples 
Area Food Shelf. This gath-
ering of  food helps supply 
the food shelf  as we enter 
into the holiday times. 

This is sponsored by the 
churches in the community 
and all youth from middle 
school through high school 

are encouraged to partici-
pate. Meet at Faith Luther-
an Church (430 12th St. NE) 
at 4 p.m. 

The youth will be riding 
on hay racks for the col-
lecting and they will have 
adults and be identifi ed as 
the youth with the church-
es in our community. 

If  you live in the coun-
try, won’t be home, or your 
home does not get visited 
and you have something to 
contribute you may bring it 
to Faith Lutheran Church 
and we will get it to the 
food shelf. 

Community trick or 
treat for food shelf

Avoid
Event Conflicts

Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com
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Students in the Staples-Motley High School culinary basics class and instructor 
Lisa Kajer experienced quantity baking first hand at Camp Shamineau.  Camp staff 
showed the students how to use large industrial equipment as they made 80 dozen 
chocolate chip cookies and 40 dozen muffins. They also learned the importance of 
preparation, teamwork and efficiency.  

Above, chef Dan Posner explains baking techniques to the students.
Below, students and staff included, front from left; Krystal Yoder, Gaven Chris-

tensen and Hailey Owen; middle, Betty Posner, Jonah Johnson, Julia Vallmayor, 
Colton Fraley, Brittney Lisson, Kiera Dumpprope,  Del Eckman and Karen Bart; back, 
Dan Posner, Aidan Jaeger, Shirley Misner and Cameron Bendson. The field trip was 
made possible by a grant from the Bridges Workplace Connection and funded in part 
by the Otto Bremer Foundation. 

Culinary class field trip

By Rin Porter
Wadena County reporter

 
At the Dec. 20 county 

board meeting, the last 
meeting of  2016, Wadena 
County Commissioners 
dealt with a number of  
matters of  salary and staff-
ing.

C o u n t y  e m p l o y e e s 
who are union members 
will receive a two percent 
salary increase in each of  
the next three years, and 
non-union employees and 
department heads will 
also receive a two percent 
salary increase in each of  
the next three years. The 
board voted to deny the 
elected officials and the 
county engineer the 2.5 
percent salary increase to 
bring them into equiva-
lence with the new pro-
posed salary schedule.

Instead, the Wadena 
County Auditor/Treasurer, 
County Attorney, Recorder, 
Sheriff, and County Engi-
neer will receive a flat 
fee of  $1,750 as a salary 
increase for 2017. 

This $1,750 is less than 
a 2.5 percent increase for 
the County Attorney, Engi-
neer, Auditor/Treasurer, 
and Sheriff. It’s more than 
a 2.5 percent increase for 
the Recorder.

The three commission-
ers who engineered this 
flat fee increase for the 
elected officials and county 
engineer were Dave Hil-
lukka, Sheldon Monson 
and Rodney Bounds. The 
other two commissioners - 
Jim Hofer and Bill Stearns 
- favored providing the five 
officials with a raise to the 
same salary schedule that 
everyone else would be on.

The only reasoning 
offered for the unequal 
treatment was that the five 
officials were making too 
much money compared 
to other employees, in 
the opinions of  Hillukka, 
Monson, and Bounds. Hil-

lukka also cited Todd 
County salaries for the 
top three officials, which 
were slightly lower than 
Wadena County’s.  He 
concluded that therefore, 
Wadena County should not 
increase the salaries of  the 
top three officials, which 
would save $1,300.

The compensation of  
the county commissioners 
for 2017 will be the same as 
for 2016.

In other business, the 
board

o  Approved an exten-
sion of  the Memoran-
dum of  Understanding 
between Becker County 
and Wadena County which 
allows the two counties to 
share a transit director.

o  Heard an update on 
the status of  the North 
Annex Building construc-
tion project.

o Approved a change in 
the medical examination 
contract that the sheriff  
has. The new provider will 
be Midwest Medical Exam-
iners, of  Anoka.

o   A p p r o v e d  t h e 
hiring of  a  part-time 
jailer-dispatcher into a 
full-time position as jailer-
dispatcher.

o  Discussed the large 
increase in out-of-county 
p r i s o n e r  b o a r d i n g 
expenses incurred by the 
sheriff’s department.

o Accepted with regret 
the resignation of  Debbie 
Mursu, long-time county 
employee in the audi-
tor/treasurer’s office and 
most recently, the human 
resources department. 
Approved the advertising 
of  the position.

o  Approved the job 
description for the new 
position of  network sup-
port technician, in the IT 
department.

o   H e a rd  s t at i s t i c a l 
reports from social ser-
vices.

o Heard a presentation 
on the Minnesota Merit 

System from Betty Carlson, 
Brett Boyd and Adam Col-
berg. The merit system is 
required by the U.S. Gov-
ernment to assure that the 
personnel administration 
of  social service depart-
ments meets standards of  
fairness in pay and work-
ing conditions, in return 
for receiving federal fund-
ing.

o  Heard a report from 
Social Services Director 
Tanya Leskey in relation to 
the merit system presenta-
tion. Leskey is concerned 
that the county’s salaries 
for social services employ-
ees are not high enough to 
retain qualified employees 
to work for the county.

o  Approved the hiring 
of  nine employees in the 
social services department 
to fill vacant positions: 
Julie Kiffmeyer, Melissa 
Grava, Nicole Rodelke, 
Brooke Holstead, Jessica 
Jarvey, Janet Kern, Molly 
Cash, Jordana Pearson, 
Cheri Dodds.

o  Approved a three-
month lease extension for 
the Workforce Center, to 
March 31,2017.

o  T hanked Commis-
sioner Rodney Bounds for 
his years of  service as a 
commissioner. Bounds is 
retiring effective Dec. 31,16.

o Discussed the future 
of  the Old Schoolhouse at 
the Wadena County Fair-
grounds with officials of  
the Ag Society and the 
Wadena County Histori-
cal Society. Commissioner 
Monson agreed to make 
contacts about repairing 
the Old Schoolhouse and 
bring the information to a 
January board meeting.

o Heard quarterly report 
from Mark Hanson, Execu-
tive Director of  WCEDA.

o Agreed to pay $77,261; 
for the SE Wadena water 
and sewer assessments of  
county property from the 
county’s rental revenue 
account.

Wadena County officials 
denied preferred salary

Dollars For Scholars student representatives are responsible for helping out 
with events, mailings and letting their classmates know about the opportunities avail-
able. Above, seated from left, Autumn Nelsen, Brian Sterriker, Ashley Smith and 
Claire Wolhowe; standing, Cade Schmidt, Emmitt Winkels, Scout Strickland, Kiera 
Dumpprope and advisor Michelle Wolhowe. (Staples World photo by Mark Ander-
son)

Students helping Dollars For Scholars

They now go online and fill 
out information to match 
criteria that is set for each 
scholarship. Some schol-
arships require essays 
and specific requirements, 
but others are open to all 
students.  The Howard 
Griffiths scholarships still 

will require the interview 
process that has been 
established.

After all that work has 
been done, this year’s 
awards ceremony is sched-
uled for May 5 a 7 p.m. in 
Centennial Auditorium.

O n c e  a  s t u d e n t  i s 

awarded a scholarship, 
they wait until they start 
college, then verify their 
proof  of  enrollment. A 
check is then sent in both 
the student’s name and in 
the name of  the college, so 
that the money only goes 
for tuition or books.

Staples Motley Area Staples Motley Area Arts Council activities are 
sponsored in part by a grant from the Five Wings 

Arts Council provided by the Minnesota State Arts 
Board, through an appropriation by the Minnesota 

State Legislature from the Minnesota arts and 
cultural heritage fund with money from the vote of 

the people of Minnesota on Nov. 4, 2008.

Start your New Year’s Eve festivities
with this multi-talented family of musicians

2 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 31
United Methodist Church, Motley

By Mark Anderson
News Editor

Repairing medium and heavy tactical 
vehicles takes specialty training and a 
flexible schedule. Gary’s Diesel in Staples, 
owned by Gary Hoemberg, has done such 
a good job of  keeping up Oshkosh Defense 
vehicles, the military contractor recently 
awarded them with “Tier 1 Standards,” 
the highest honor the company gives.

“It’s nice to have a service provider as 
responsive and dependable as Gary has 
been,” said Jim Erickson of  Oshkosh 
Defense. 

On Dec. 21, Erickson traveled to Staples 
to present Hoemberg with a Tier 1 Stan-
dards plaque and also to help put up an 
Oshkosh Defense preferred service pro-
vider sign in front of  the shop, located 
along Highway 10 west of  Staples.

Erickson said they have service provid-

ers in 166 countries around the world and 
this is just the second Tier 1 Standards 
award they have given out. He said the 
standard is to reach 90 percent on their 
metrics, although Gary’s Diesel is at 100 
percent.

Hoemberg said he started working with 
Oshkosh Defense in 2005, when the com-
pany sent out a request to fill their work-
load need. He said it took a lot of  training 
to get ready, as there are 34 models of  
medium tactical vehicles and several 
models of  heavy vehicles.

At first Hoemberg was repairing all 
the vehicles in the state. Now he said they 
cover about half  of  the state.

And the load is only going to get 
heavier. Erickson said they are working 
on a defense contract to add light tactical 
vehicles to their fleet soon, so the workers 
at Gary’s Diesel will have more training to 
keep up with the new vehicles.

Oshkosh Defense 
contractor puts Gary’s 
Diesel in Tier 1 status

From left, Gary’s Diesel employees Shane Gustafson and Jim Standal, Jim Er-
ickson of Oshkosh Defense and owner Gary Hoemberg with the new sign provided 
by the defense contractor and the plaque signifying Gary’s Diesel, Staples, reaching 
Tier 1 Standards status. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Honored by defense contractor

Jump Start kindergarten students listen to Santa Claus with rapt attention as he 
reads books during their school party held Dec. 22. Some students wore pajamas 
for their party. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Reading with Santa

DFS continued from page 1a

Application processes changed, but many 
individual scholarship requirements remain

A Holmen, Wisc. man 
is in critical condition as 
the result of  a one-vehicle 
accident Dec. 26, on Hwy 10 
north of  Cushing.

According to the Mor-
rison County Sherif f’s 
Office, 26-year-old Adam 
McCullough was traveling 
north on Hwy 10 at approx-
imately 1 p.m. when he lost 
control on the icy road. His 
vehicle left the roadway 
and rolled into the median.

McCullough was the 
only occupant and was 
wearing a seat belt. He was 
transported by ambulance 
to St. Gabriel’s Hospital in 
Little Falls and then trans-
ferred to St. Cloud Hospi-
tal. McCullough was later 
airlifted to North Memo-
rial Medical Center in Rob-
blnsdale and as of  Dec. 27, 
remained in critical condi-
tion.

Icy roads 
cause crash



Staples World4a Thursday, December 29, 2016 pinionO

Public Notices
Eighty percent of people polled believe that govern-

ments should be required to publish public notices 
in newspapers. But for years, government has tried to 
“hide” public notices by either posting them on govern-
ment websites only, or by not publishing them at all. 
Newspapers across the country are fighting for YOUR 
right to that information. Keep public notices public.
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By Rin Porter
 
When you spend 40 to 60 or even 70 

hours a week doing your local government 
job, it probably doesn’t occur to you that 
your bosses will deny you the same pay in-
crease that everyone else in your organiza-
tion gets when the bosses approve annual 
pay scales.

Your job is described in Minnesota Stat-
utes and has extensive responsibilities. 
For example:

The Auditor/Treasurer: responsible for 
every penny of  the $22 million the county 
spends annually, for conducting elections, 
for serving as clerk to the county board, 
among a long list of  other required duties.

The Sheriff: responsible for hiring and 
assigning sworn peace offi cers to protect 
and serve, and for operating the county 
jail that houses prisoners. 

The County Attorney: responsible for 
deciding whether to charge people with 
crimes and for prosecuting hundreds of  
cases each year, for protecting at-risk chil-
dren and for serving as attorney for the 
county board.

The Recorder: responsible for logging 
in every marriage license, birth certifi-
cate, land deed, death certificate or any 
other official document a county issues, 
and for making the documents available 
to citizens according to relevant statutes.

The County Engineer: responsible for 
the construction and maintenance of  ev-
ery foot of  county road and every bridge 
that is part of  a county road, and supervis-
ing every county construction and remod-
eling project and representing manage-
ment during union negotiations.

When you hold any of  these jobs, you 
might expect to be treated equally with 
other department heads when salaries are 
established annually.

But not if  you work for Wadena County 
as the Auditor/Treasurer, Sheriff, County 
Attorney, Recorder or County Engineer. 

If  you are one of  those fi ve elected or 
appointed offi cials, you can expect to be 
paid at a rate lower than that of  the other 
150 full-time employees of  Wadena County 
in 2017.

And don’t expect for your hard work 
and dedication to be acknowledged either. 

No “atta-girls” or “atta-boys”, no public 
thanks, or jobs well done for this bunch.

And the reasoning behind this treat-
ment? 

The reasoning, provided by Commis-
sioner Dave Hillukka, who led the push 
to penalize the five officials, is that the 
officials already make too much money. 
They should not receive the pay increas-
es of  2.5 percent next year, to bring them 
into equivalence with other employees of  
Wadena County, because Wadena Coun-
ty is a small county and because the top 
three jobs in Todd County are paid slightly 
less than the proposed salaries for the top 
three jobs in Wadena County.

This is the second time in recent years 
that a three-commissioner majority re-
fused to provide the elected offi cials with 
pay increases equal to those received by 
all other employees. They did it in 2012 
as well. In 2009, 2010 and 2011, the elected 
offi cials’ salaries were frozen at their 2008 
rates. In 2015, three of  the elected offi cials 
received a 5.5 percent raise to help make 
up for the lack of  raises in previous years, 
but the Auditor/Treasurer was denied the 
5.5 percent raise.

At most organizations in the U.S., if  a 
person does his or her job well, is qualifi ed 
by education and/or experience for his 
or her job, shows dedication to his or her 
work, makes personal sacrifi ces to allow 
more time for the job above and beyond 
40 hours per week and is respected by 
peers and subordinates, then the person 
receives rewards in the form of  regular 
pay increases that are similar to or greater 
than what other employees receive.

But not if  you work for Wadena County 
as an elected or appointed offi cial, accord-
ing to Hillukka, Commissioner Rodney 
Bounds and Commissioner Sheldon Mon-
son. If, in their opinions, you make too 
much money, then you won’t be treated 
the same as other department heads. So 
don’t expect anything more. Expect to be 
criticized, denigrated and kept as one of  
the lowest-paid offi cials in your position 
in the State of  Minnesota.

Rin Porter has covered the Wadena County 
Board of Commissioners for several years as a 
freelance reporter. 

Wadena County Board 
penalizes top offi cials 
with 2017 salary plan

By Rev. John Dear

Pope Francis released 
the annual World Day of  
Peace Message for Janu-
ary 1, 2017, called “Nonvi-
olence-A Style of  Politics 
for Peace.” This is the Vati-
can’s fi ftieth World Day of  
Peace message, but its fi rst 
statement on nonviolence, 
in the tradition of  Mahat-
ma Gandhi and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. in history.

We need to make “ac-
tive nonviolence our way 
of  life,” Francis writes at 
the start, and suggests non-
violence become our new 
style of  politics. “I ask God 
to help all of  us to cultivate 
nonviolence in our most 
personal thoughts and val-
ues,” Francis writes. “May 
charity and nonviolence 
govern how we treat each 
other as individuals, with-
in society and in interna-
tional life. When victims of  
violence are able to resist 
the temptation to retaliate, 
they become the most cred-
ible promotors of  nonvio-
lent peacemaking. In the 
most local and ordinary 
situations and in the inter-
national order, may nonvio-
lence become the hallmark 
of  our decisions, our rela-
tionships and our actions 
and indeed of  political life 
in all its forms.”

In his historic statement, 
Pope Francis discusses the 
violence of  the world, Je-
sus’ way of  nonviolence 
and the viable alternative 
of  nonviolence for today. 
His message is a breath of  
fresh air for all of  us, and 
offers a framework for all 
of  us to envision our lives 
and our world.

Violence is not the 
cure for a broken 

world
“Today, sadly, we find 

ourselves engaged in a hor-
rifying world war fought 
piecemeal,” Francis writes. 

“It is not easy to know if  our 
world is presently more or 
less violent than in the past, 
or to know whether mod-
ern means of  communica-
tions and greater mobility 
have made us more aware 
of  violence or, on the other 
hand, increasingly inured 
to it. In any case, we know 
that this ‘piecemeal’ vio-
lence, of  different kinds 
and levels, causes great 
suffering: wars in different 
countries and continents; 
terrorism, organized crime 
and unforeseen acts of  vio-
lence; the abuses suffered 
by migrants and victims 
of  human traffi cking; and 
the devastation of  the envi-
ronment. Where does this 
lead? Can violence achieve 
any goal of  lasting value? 
Or does it merely lead to 
retaliation and a cycle of  
deadly conflicts that ben-
efi t only a few ‘warlords’?”

“Countering violence 
with violence leads at 
best to forced migrations 
and enormous suffering,” 
Francis continues, “be-
cause vast amounts of  
resources are diverted to 
military ends and away 
from the everyday needs 
of  young people, families 

experiencing hardship, the 
elderly, the infi rm and the 
great majority of  people in 
our world. At worst, it can 
lead to the death, physical 
and spiritual, of  many peo-
ple, if  not of  all.” 

Practicing the 
nonviolence of Jesus

Jesus lived and taught 
nonviolence, which Fran-
cis calls “a radically posi-
tive approach.” Jesus “un-
failingly preached God’s 
unconditional love, which 
welcomes and forgives. He 
taught his disciples to love 
their enemies (cf. Mt 5:44) 
and to turn the other cheek 
(cf. Mt 5:39). When he 
stopped her accusers from 
stoning the woman caught 
in adultery (cf. Jn 8:1-11), 
and when, on the night be-
fore he died, he told Peter 
to put away his sword (cf. 
Mt 26:52), Jesus marked out 
the path of  nonviolence. He 
walked that path to the very 
end, to the cross, whereby 
he became our peace and 
put an end to hostility (cf. 
Eph 2:14-16). Whoever ac-
cepts the Good News of  Je-
sus is able to acknowledge 
the violence within and be 
healed by God’s mercy, be-
coming in turn an instru-
ment of  reconciliation.”

“To be true followers of  
Jesus today also includes 
embracing his teaching 
about nonviolence,” Fran-
cis writes. He quotes Pope 
Benedict who said that the 
command to love our en-
emies “is the magna carta 
of  Christian nonviolence. 
It does not consist in suc-
cumbing to evil…, but in 
responding to evil with 
good and thereby breaking 
the chain of  injustice.”

Nonviolence is 
more powerful than 

violence 
“The decisive and con-

sistent practice of  non-
violence has produced im-
pressive results,” Francis 
explains. “The achieve-
ments of  Mahatma Gandhi 
and Khan Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan in the liberation of  
India, and of  Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr in combating 
racial discrimination will 
never be forgotten. Wom-
en in particular are often 
leaders of  nonviolence, as 
for example, was Leymah 
Gbowee and the thousands 
of  Liberian women, who 
organized pray-ins and 
nonviolent protest that re-
sulted in high-level peace 
talks to end the second civil 
war in Liberia. The Church 
has been involved in nonvi-
olent peacebuilding strat-
egies in many countries, 
engaging even the most 
violent parties in efforts 
to build a just and lasting 
peace. Let us never tire of  
repeating: ‘The name of  
God cannot be used to jus-
tify violence. Peace alone 
is holy. Peace alone is holy, 
not war!’

“If  violence has its 
source in the human heart, 
then it is fundamental that 
nonviolence be practiced 
within families,” Francis 
writes. “I plead with equal 
urgency for an end to do-
mestic violence and to the 
abuse of  women and chil-
dren. The politics of  non-
violence have to begin in 
the home and then spread 
to the entire human family.”

“An ethics of  fraternity 
and peaceful coexistence 
between individuals and 
among peoples cannot be 
based on the logic of  fear, 
violence and closed-mind-
edness, but on responsibil-
ity, respect and sincere dia-
logue,” Francis continues. 

“I plead for disarmament 
and for the prohibition and 
abolition of  nuclear weap-
ons: nuclear deterrence 
and the threat of  mutual 
assured destruction are in-
capable of  grounding such 
an ethics.”

The Vatican 
Conference on 

Nonviolence
Last April eighty of  us 

from around the world met 

for three days at the Vati-
can to discuss Jesus and 
nonviolence with Vatican 
offi cials, and ask the Pope 
to write a new encyclical 
on nonviolence. Our meet-
ings were very positive and 
constructive. While there, 
our host Cardinal Turkson, 
head of  the Pontifical Of-
fice of  Justice and Peace, 
asked me to write a draft 
of  the 2017 World Day of  
Peace on nonviolence for 
Pope Francis. I sent in a 
draft, as did my friends 
Ken Butigan, Marie Den-
nis and the leadership of  
Pax Christi International. 
We are glad to see our main 
points, even some of  our 
exact language, in today’s 
message.

We are going to encour-
age the Vatican to reject 
the just war theory once 
and for all, fully embrace 
Jesus’ methodology of  non-
violence, and make nonvio-
lence mandatory through-
out the global Church.

Pope Francis’ 
invitation to 
nonviolence

“Peacebuilding through 
active nonviolence is the 
natural and necessary com-
plement to the Church’s 
continuing efforts to limit 
the use of  force by the ap-
plication of  moral norms,” 
Francis concludes. “Jesus 
himself  offers a ‘manual’ 
for this strategy of  peace-
making in the Sermon on 
the Mount. The eight Beati-
tudes (cf. Mt 5:3-10) provide 
a portrait of  the person we 
could describe as blessed, 
good and authentic. Blessed 
are the meek, Jesus tells us, 
the merciful and the peace-
makers, those who are 
pure in heart, and those 
who hunger and thirst for 
justice. It is a challenge to 
build up society, communi-
ties and businesses by act-
ing as peacemakers. It is to 
show mercy by refusing to 
discard people, harm the 
environment, or seek to 
win at any cost. To do so 
requires ‘the willingness 
to face confl ict head on, to 
resolve it and to make it a 
link in the chain of  a new 
process.’ To act in this way 
means to choose solidarity 
as a way of  making history 
and building friendship in 
society.”

•  •  •
His concluding words 

should be a source of  con-
solation as well as a chal-
lenge for us in the days 
ahead:

Active nonviolence is a 
way of  showing that unity 
is truly more powerful and 
more fruitful than confl ict. 
Everything in the world is 
inter-connected. Differenc-
es can cause frictions, but 
let us face them construc-
tively and non-violently.

I pledge the assistance 
of  the Church in every ef-
fort to build peace through 
active and creative nonvio-
lence. Every such response, 
however modest, helps to 
build a world free of  vio-
lence, the fi rst step towards 
justice and peace. In 2017, 
may we dedicate ourselves 
prayerfully and actively to 
banishing violence from 
our hearts, words and 
deeds and to becoming non-
violent people and to build 
nonviolent communities 
that care for our common 
home.

As we prepare for years 
of  resistance to come, I 
hope we can take heart 
from Pope Francis’ global 
call for nonviolence, help 
spread his message, and do 
our part to become nonvio-
lent people, build the global 
grassroots movement of  
nonviolence and uphold 
the vision of  a new world 
of  nonviolence.

Rev. John Dear, syndicated 
by PeaceVoice, is an 
American Catholic priest 
nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize. His website is 
FatherJohnDear.org.

Consider nonviolence 
as way of life, politics, 
says Pope Francis
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For the The deadline is:
Dec. 29 Staples World 5 p.m., Dec. 22
Jan. 5 Staples World 5 p.m., Dec. 29

Holiday Deadlines

The Staples World office will close 
at noon Dec. 23 and Dec. 30.

         We will be closed Dec. 26 and Jan. 2.

*Shrimp *Ribs 
*Chicken *Ham 

PLUS Soup & Salad Bar 
ALSO Dessert

Brunch - 10 am  - 4 pm
Buffet - 4 pm - 9 pm

352-6677
265 Hwy 

10 W.
Motley

Sunday

Saturday, Dec. 31
New Years Eve
•Rack of BBQ Ribs•

•Surf & Turf• 
6 oz Sirloin Steak and 3

•Stuffed Pork Loin• 
YOUR CHOICE

$1399
Choice of potato, 
vegetables, Texas 

toast, soup or 
salad and a

 special dessert
Happy New Year 
From All Of Us!!

Hwy 10 S.
Motley

218-352-6777

Saturday, Dec. 31
      Live Music
Lizzy Juergens & 
 Jeremy Boxhorn

9:30- Midnight 

•Drink Specials
•Free Munchies
•Party Favors

894-9979

894-9979
Staples

Accoustic
Rock Music

Friday, Dec. 30
*FREE Jukebox

NO MINORS AFTER 8:00 P.M.

TEN HI
 Motley / 352-6310
On/Off Sale/Off-Sale Specials

ssw
52
c

New Year’s Eve:
‘Nathan Allen’

The “maniac of magic”
Part magician/
part comedian.

*Shows at 7 & 10 p.m.
NO COVER CHARGE;

Reservations appreciated.
*Snacks *Drink Specials

*Party Favors

www.cozytheatre.com

MATINEES AND TUESDAY BARGAIN NIGHT
ALL SEATS ONLY $5.00!

COZY THEATRE
Wadena, MN

Now 
Showing 

in 2-D 
ONLY!

00
15

23
92
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1

HELD OVER 3RD WEEK! 
      FRI. THRU THURS. DEC.30 - JAN. 12
FRI. SAT. SUN. 2 SHOWS AT 7:00 & 9:30
MON. THRU THURS. 1 SHOW AT 7:00

MATINEES SAT. & SUN. DEC. 31 & JAN. 1 AT 1:15 PM

Screen 
 3

HELD OVER 2ND WEEK! 
      FRI. THRU THURS. DEC.30 - JAN. 5
FRI. SAT. SUN. 2 SHOWS AT 7:10 & 9:30
MON. THRU THURS. 1 SHOW AT 7:10

MATINEES SAT. & SUN. DEC. 31 & JAN. 1 AT 1:25 PM

Screen 
 2

HELD OVER 2ND WEEK! 
      FRI. THRU THURS. DEC.30 - JAN. 5
FRI. SAT. SUN. 2 SHOWS AT 7:15 & 9:30
MON. THRU THURS. 1 SHOW AT 7:15

MATINEES SAT. & SUN. DEC. 31 & JAN. 1 AT 1:30 PM

Screen 
 1

B & B’S Sports
Bar & Grill

Staples
894-2661

Join Us
Saturday
Dec.31 

for our New 
Years Eve 

Party
* Play 

Let’s Make 
A Deal at 8pm

* Party Favors
* Lots of Fun

Fri. Dec. 30, 5:30

Students of Magic Forest preschool in Staples sing for Lakewood Care Center 
residents during their activity time. Pictured, front row from left, children dressed 
as elves, Tatum Hull, Brantley Cleveland, Bentley Jansson, Callie Denny and Con-
nor Reeck. Back row from left, reindeer children are Nora Nelson, Berkley Nelson, 
Reece Hull, Bentley Leslie and Meredith Hoemberg. The preschool is planning 
monthly trips to visit the Care Center for various activities. (Staples World photo by 
Mark Anderson)

Elves and reindeer sing at Care Center

The Staples Public Li-
brary is offering the follow-
ing programs:

Winter Reading 
Program                          

Jan. 3 to Feb. 28
Teens and adults are 

invited to register for the 
Winter Reading Program at 
the Staples Public Library 
Tuesday, Jan. 3 to Tues-
day, Feb. 28. The program 
theme is Escape the Or-
dinary. Keep track of  the 
books you read to qualify 
for prize drawings. Stop by 
the library desk to register, 
and for Winter Reading 

Program bingo cards and 
instructions. 

Minnesota Workforce 
Center Visit - Jan. 5
A Workforce Center 

staff  person will be avail-
able at the Staples Public 
Library on Thursday, Jan. 
5, 2-4 p.m. to assist adult 
job seekers with resumes, 
accessing online job sites, 
and other one-on-one assis-
tance.

For more information 
contact the library at 218-
894-1401.

The Staples Public Li-
brary is located at 122 6th 

St NE Staples: the hours 
are: Mon. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Tue. 2-8 p.m., Weds. 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., Thurs. 2-8 p.m., Fri. 
1-5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Great River Regional Li-
brary (GRRL) provides li-
brary services for 32 public 
libraries in Benton, Mor-
rison, Sherburne, Stearns, 
Todd and Wright counties. 
It also provides Central 
Minnesota residents with 
nearly one million books, 
CDs and DVDs, 250 public 
computers, programming 
and information services.

Winter reading program 
offered at Staples Library

Weekly events
ONGOING EVENTS POSTED 

LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH:
 AA MTGS AT LAKEWOOD 

HEALTH SYSTEM HOSPITAL MAIN 
CAMPUS, STAPLES, CLASSROOM 
A:  Tuesdays,  8 p.m.; Thurs-
days, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 7 
p.m.. For info., 218-371-0573.  

AA MTGS AT FIRST LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, PILLAGER:  Tues-
days, 8 p.m.; Thursdays, 7 
p.m. For info., 218-839-1804.  

AA MTGS AT MOTLEY FREE 
METHODIST CHURCH: Wednes-
days, noon; Fridays, noon.  
For more info., 218-296-1512.

AA MTG AT MOTLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH:  Mon-
days, 8 p.m. For info., 218-
639-9743. 

AA MTG AT STAPLES COMMU-
NITY CENTER:  Tuesdays, 7:30 
p.m. For info., 218-639-8048.

AA MTGS IN VERNDALE:  
Tuesdays, 8 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m., 106 S. Thompson. For 
info., 218-640-1365 and 218-
640-6644.

AL-ANON MTG  Thursdays, 
7:30 p.m., Staples United 
Methodist Church. For 
info., 218-296-1123.

CHRISTIANS IN RECOVERY 
- ALCOHOLICS VICTORIOUS MTG  
Thursdays, 7 p.m., Staples 
Alliance Church. For info., 
218-640-5679.

DUAL RECOVERY ANONYMOUS 
MEETING Fridays, 4 p.m., 
Northern Pines, 11 2nd St. 
SW, Wadena. For info., 218-
631-1714.

TOPS (TAKING OFF POUNDS 
SENSIBLY) CHAPTER #1077 OF 
STAPLES  Tuesdays, Faith 
Lutheran Church, 430 12th 
St. NE, Staples. Weigh-in, 5  
p.m., meeting follows. For 
info., 218-639-0544.

WE I G H T WAT C H E R S MT G   
M o n d a y s ,  L a k e w o o d 
Health System main cam-
pus, Staples. Weigh-in, 5 
p.m.; Mtg., 5:30 p.m. For 
info., 218-639-4888.

Monthly events
‘ADULT SURVIVORS OF SUI-

CIDE LOSS’ SUPPORT GROUP MTG  
third Tuesday, 6:30 - 8 p.m., 
Tri-County Health Care, 
Wadena. For info., 218-631-
5228.

ALZHEIMER’S ASSOC. CARE-
GIVER SUPPORT GROUP MTG  
first and third Thursday, 

3:30 - 4:30 p.m., Refl ections 
Intensive Outpatient (IOP) 
rm., Lakewood Health Sys-
tem’s senior campus, Sta-
ples. For info, 218-894-8288 
or 218-894-8195.

FOOT CARE CLINICS  spon-
sored by Lakewood Health 
System, first Tuesday, 8 
a.m. - 3 p.m., LHS, Staples 
clinic; third Thursday, 8 
a.m. - 3 p.m., Scandia Valley 
Town Hall. For appt., 218-
894-8080.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP MTG  
sponsored by Tri-County 
Health Care, first Tues-
day, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m., TCHC, 
Wadena. For info., 218-631-
5228.

LY M E DI S E A S E SU P P O R T 
GROUP MTG  second Monday, 
6 p.m., Staples Alliance 
Church. For info., 218-296-
2352.  

ME M O RY LO S S SU P P O R T 
GROUP FOR CAREGIVERS MTG  
second  Thursday, 2:30 p.m., 
Tri-County Health Care, 
Wadena.  For info., 218-632-
8733.

MOTLEY AREA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY MTG  second Tues-
day, 1 p.m., Motley City 
Hall. For more info., 218-
352-6137 or 218-352-6699.

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SUP-
PORT GROUP MTG  second  
Thursday, 3:30 - 5 p.m., 
Lakewood Health System 
Senior Campus, Staples. 
For info., 218-894-8393.

‘PARENTS WHO HAVE LOST 
A CHILD’ SUPPORT GROUP MTG  
second Monday, 5:30 - 7 p.m., 
Wesley Conference Rm. at 
Tri-County Health Care, 
Wadena. For info., 218-631-
5228.

SENIOR CITIZENS MTG AT 
LEADER HALL  third Tuesday. 
Potluck lunch, 11:30 a.m.; 
blood pressures, 11:30 a.m.

S E N I O R  H E A LT H  C L I N I C  
sponsored by Wadena 
County Public Health, sec-
ond Wednesday, 8:30 - 11:30 
a.m., at Wadena County 
Public Health, 22 Dayton 
Ave. SE, Wadena. Health 
screenings include blood 
pressure, foot care, health 
info. and referrals. For 
info., 218-631-7629.

STA P L E S MO T L E Y EA R LY 
CHILDHOOD COALITION MTG  
second Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., 
Staples Family Center. 
For info., 218-894-1897, or 

smecc@isd2170.k12.mn.us.
TODD COUNTY REPUBLICANS 

MTG  third Thursday, 8 p.m., 
Church of  Christ, Brower-
ville. For info., 320-533-1119.

WAHOO VALLEY AREA MN 
DEER HUNTER’S ASSOCIATION 
MTG  second Tuesday, 7 p.m., 
Wahoo Valley. For info, 218-
640-5423.

WOMEN OF TODAY MTG  fi rst 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Land-
mark Inn, Staples.

January 5
IMMUNIZATION CLINIC  spon-

sored by Todd County 
Health & Human Services, 
Thurs., Jan. 5, Lakewood 
Health System Sr. Campus, 
Staples. For info., appt., 
320-533-4652.

CHILD & TEEN CHECKUPS  
CLINIC  sponsored by Todd 
County Health & Human 
Services, Lakewood Health 
System Sr. Campus, Sta-
ples. For info., appt., 320-
533-4652.

WIC CLINIC  sponsored 
by Todd County Health & 
Human Services, Thurs., 
Jan. 5, 9 a.m. - noon and 1 - 5 
p.m., Lakewood Health Sys-
tem Sr. Campus, Staples. 
For info., 320-732-4456.

Mark Your Calendar

A free ‘New Year’s Eve 
Candlelight Hike’ will be 
held Saturday, Dec. 31, 5 - 8 
p.m., on trails between the 
Lindbergh Historic Site 
and Weyerhaeuser Muse-
um in Little Falls.

Both museums will be 
open for self-guided tours 
and refreshments. For 
more information, call 320-
616-5421. Open to the public.

Candlelight 
hike, L. Falls

The Staples  Motley 
School Board will hold 
their annual organization-
al meeting Tuesday, Jan. 
3, at 7 p.m. in the Staples-
Motley High School media 
center.

Agenda items include:
o Oath of  offi ce for new-

ly elected board members.
o Election of  board chair, 

vice chair, clerk and trea-
surer.

o Appoint board mem-
bers to serve on education-
al committees.

o Designate school attor-
neys, official depositories, 
official newspaper, invest-
ment of  funds, electronic 
transfers and signature ap-
provals.

o Set board meeting and 
work session schedule.

o Approve resolution to 
set school board salaries. 

Organizational meeting 
for school board set

Dances will take place 
at the Nimrod Bar & Grill 
on Sundays, 2 - 4 p.m., be-
ginning Jan. 1. Lessons of-
fered the fi rst hour. Variety 
of  dance styles, including 
swing, Cajun stomp, waltz, 
polka, two step, salsa. For 
more information, to sign 
up, call Dee at 320-290-6120.

Dances in 
Nimrod

January 24
55+DRIVER IMPROVEMENT 

REFRESHER COURSE Tues., Jan. 
24, 5:30 - 9:30 p.m., Staples 
Community Center, 425 4th 
St. NE. Sponsored by MN 
Highway Safety Center. For 
info., to register, 1-888-234-
1294.

Educational 
Opportunities

Lakewood Health System now pro-
vides Telestroke services to patients 
thanks to a partnership with St. Cloud 
Hospital Stroke Center. Telestroke users 
video conferencing technology to allow a 
stroke neurologist from St. Cloud Hospital 
Stroke Center to evaluate a patient in an-
other hospital, view diagnostic scans and 
recommend treatment.

Through Telestroke, interventions 
such as intravenous tissue plasminogen 
activator (IV tPA) medication can quickly 
be administered within a four-and-a-half  

hour window from the onset of  symptoms 
to work best. IV tPA is the only U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration-approved drug 
for the treatment of  acute ischemic srokes.

“At Lakewood Health System patients 
are able to have a real-time evaluation by 
a St. Cloud Hospital stroke neurologist via 
Telestroke,” said Lakewood Acute Stroke 
Ready Coordinator, Carrie Athmann, RN. 

“The capabilities of  this evaluation allow 
for faster treatment and improve the pa-
tients’ outcome from a stroke.”

Lakewood Health System 
provides Telestroke services
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Get An Extra $15 Off & Free Shipping 
On Your 1st Order!
Call the number below and save an additional $15 plus get free shipping 
on your fi rst prescription order with Canada Drug Center. Expires 
December 31, 2016. Offer is valid for prescription orders only and can 

not be used in conjunction with any other offers. Valid for new customers only. One time use per 
household. Use code 15FREE to receive this special offer.

Are You Still 
Paying Too Much For 
Your Medications?
You can save up to 97% when you fi ll 
your prescriptions with our Canadian 
and International prescription service.

Please note that we do not carry controlled substances and a valid prescription 
is required for all prescription medication orders.

Use of these services is subject to the Terms of Use and accompanying policies at www.canadadrugcenter.com.

Get an extra 

$15 off
plus 

FREE SHIPPING

Call Now: 800-259-1096

Call Now! 800-259-1096

ViagraTM    $2011.91
Typical US Brand Price for  100mg x 40

vs Sildenafi l*      
$136.00

Generic Price for 100mg x 40

Rosuvastatin* 
$78.30

Our Price

Generic equivalent of CrestorTM

Generic price for for 20mg x 90

CrestorTM 
$794.70

Their Price

Typical US Brand Price
 for 20mg x 90

 “Twinkle and the All-Star Angel Band” was presented Dec. 21, by Sacred Heart Area School students in 
grades fi rst through fi fth, at Sacred Heart Church in Staples. Angels prepared for their annual Christmas musical 
and this year angel “Gladys” (Ashlyn Vogel) wanted to perform a drama. Angel Gabriel (Zachary IcIlravy) was wor-
ried humans had forgotten the true meaning of Christmas, so Gladys and her cherubs brought the true meaning 
of Christmas into their program, through song, followed by the audience joining in singing of “Silent Night”. The 
program was directed by RoAnn Trout. (Staples World photos by Janice Winter)

A Christmas musical

Angel Marvel-Ann/Twinkle (Lauren Rutten), center, one of the 
soloists in the Christmas program, sang “Jesus, The Morning Star”, 
with Angels Gladys (Ashlyn Vogel), left and Crystal (Emali Jimenez), 
right joining in.

A song for baby Jesus Pre-school and kindergarten students 
at Sacred Heart Area School, Staples pre-
sented their Christmas program at 6 p.m., 
Dec. 21 with singing and speaking parts on 
how the animals came to adore baby Jesus.

Baby in a manger

The monthly birthday and anniversary party was held Dec. 13 in the Senior 
Citizen’s room at the Staples Community Center. Celebrating her birthday was Mary 
Jane Volesky, front and anniversary couples were: Charlie and Kathy Crews, left (16 
years) and Gene and Iris Floistad right, (61years). Personalized cards and decorated 
cakes along with everyone singing the Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary songs 
was enjoyed by the celebrants. The party followed a Christmas theme with a short 
program, prize drawings, followed by a meal. The January party will be held on Janu-
ary 10; call 218-894-2556 to RSVP. (Submitted photo)

Dec. birthday and anniversary wishes

The children of St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Motley led the 
service  Sunday, Dec. 18, telling 
of the Christmas story through 
acting, narration and music, a pro-
gram called “His Name Is Jesus!”.

Front row, left to right: Abigail 
Blair, Laney Danielson, Kristofer 
Thompson, Lucas Blair. Second 
row: Bridget Danielson, Jon Blair, 
Nicholas Barg. Back row: Torii Ni-
enow, Katie Blair, Jaelyn Jordahl, 
A.J. Nienow, JayDe Jordahl, Tes-
sa Danielson. (Submitted photo)

Christmas at 
St. John’s

A r d i t h  A .  ( A r d y ) 
Schmith, 84, a long-time 
resident of  Aldrich, passed 
away December 25, 2016.

A celebration of  life will 
be held at the Congrega-
tional Church in Staples,  
at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 29, 2016. 

Arrangements are with 
the Brenny Funeral Cha-
pel, Staples.

Ardith was born Janu-
ary 1, 1932, to Albert “Red” 
Nelson and Leona (Gibbs) 
Nelson. 

She owned the River 
Inn in Aldrich for over 40 
years, where she made ev-

eryone welcome with great 
food and conversation. She 
greeted people by their 
first name and always 
asked about the family. She 
was the first to send food 
to those in need and was 
quick with a story whether 
it be at the River Inn or on 
the golf  course. Ardy host-
ed many social and family 
gatherings from large fam-
ily Thanksgiving meals, to 
the annual River Inn golf  
tournament, weddings and 
other social events.  

She is survived by  two 
daughters, LuJean (Steve) 
Larson of  Nisswa and 
Jackie (Chuck) Anderson 
of  Monticello; one sister, 
Rita Stone of  Staples; one 
brother, Larry (Romelle) 
Nelson of  Perham; seven 
g randchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band, Andy Schmith; four 
brothers, Arvid Nelson, 
Darrell (Tuffy) Nelson, Leo 
(Buzz) Nelson and William 
(Billy) Nelson and one sis-
ter, Rayma Thorn.   

 w52c  A00006B2016DC22

Ardith Schmith

Obituary

BIRTHS AT LAKEWOOD HEALTH 
SYSTEM HOSPITAL INCLUDED:

Born to Tevor and Erin 
Balbach of  Henning, a baby 
girl, Brynlee Amelia weigh-
ing six pounds, nine ounces 
on December 16, 2016.

B o r n  t o  To d d  a n d 
Meghan Waldoch of  Flens-
burg, a baby girl, Lillian 
Marie weighing six pounds, 
15 ounces on December 17, 
2016.

Born to Heidi Hodgden 
and Matt Bollig of  Brain-
erd, a baby girl, Claire Ann 
weighing seven pounds, 
eight ounces on December 
17, 2016.

Born to Ryan and Renee 
Kroll of  Staples, a baby boy, 
Liam Ryan weighing eight 
pounds, 12 ounces on De-
cember 19, 2016.

Born to Michael and 
Sarah Beierman of  Brain-
erd, a baby boy, Nicholas 
Dale weighing six pounds, 
14 ounces on December 19, 
2016.

Born to Steffanie Bur-
ton and Mitchell Steffen of  
Brainerd, a baby girl, Zoe 
Thomas weighing seven 
pounds, three ounces on De-
cember 21, 2016.

Born to Christina Hove 
and Kevin Heschke of  Sta-
ples, a baby boy, Eli Hans 
Joseph weighing seven 
pounds, 14 ounces on De-
cember 22, 2016.

Hello World
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ISD #2170
SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING #9
Monday, Nov. 21, 
2016, 7:00 p.m. 

High School 
Media Center

MINUTES
Call to Order

The meeting was called 
to order with Freeman, 
Hoemberg, Lund, Long-
bella and Winkels present 
(comprising a quorum). 
Also present were Supt. 
Klamm; Business Manag-
er, Patty Vacek; Principal 
Schmidt; Board Member 
Elect, Frisk; Buildings & 
Grounds Director, LeRoy 
Peterson; SMEA Rep, Ber-
nadette Hogan and several 
other staff  and HS stu-
dents. The Pledge of  Alle-
giance was recited.

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Lund, to adopt 
the agenda, clarifying that 
the dates in items # 15 and 
16 should be 2017 (not 2016). 
Motion Carried

Community/School 
Forum 

Jeff  Schiltz and John 
Powers, of  Foster, Jacobs 
and Johnson, presented 
the findings of  their Dis-
trict Mapping Study. Over 
the past 10 years, SM K-12 
enrollment has decreased 
about 16 percent (%). The 
number of  students liv-
ing in the district has also 
declined by seven percent 
(7%) but has begun to sta-
bilize. Relatively few stu-
dents open enroll into our 
district, however, about 350 
students open enroll out 
- mainly to Pillager, Vern-
dale and Browerville. 

Projected enrollment is 
expected to be essentially 
stable - declining by just 
two percent (2%) from 2017-
2027. 

A complete report will 
be available for download.

Consent Agenda
Motion by Winkels, sec-

onded by Longbella, to ap-
prove the Consent Agenda. 
Motion Carried. 

Finance Items:
Patty Vacek presented 

the Financial Report end-
ing Oct. 31, 2016. 

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Lund, to ap-
prove the Financial Report 
and Authorization to Pay 
Vouchers. Motion Carried

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Winkels, to 
remove Marci Lord’s name 
from all financial institu-
tions. Motion Carried. 

Motion  by Winkels, 

seconded by Hoemberg, to 
authorize Patricia Vacek to 
execute agreements and/
or fi nancial documents as 
necessary on behalf  of  SM. 
Motion Carried

Motion by Lund, sec-
onded by Longbella, to au-
thorize Patricia Vacek to 
invest funds on behalf  of  
the school district. Motion 
Carried. 

Motion by Winkels, sec-
onded by Hoemberg, to au-
thorize Patricia Vacek and 
Taylor Marucha to make 
electronic transfers for the 
district. Motion Carried

Personnel
Motion  by Winkels, 

seconded by Longbella, to 
accept the resignation of  
Jarid Johnson, HS Para-
professional, eff. Oct. 28, 
2016. Motion Carried. 

Motion by Lund, sec-
onded by Longbella to ac-
cept the resignation of  
Lisa Kajer, eff. June 1, 2017. 
Motion Carried. Thank 
you to Lisa for her contin-
ued service and dedication 
to the district.

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Winkels, to 
accept the retirement of  
Donna Bestland, eff. June 
1, 2017. Motion Carried. 
Thank you to Donna for 
her many years of  service 
and dedication to the dis-
trict. 

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Winkels, to ac-
cept the maternity leave re-
quest from Samantha Pom-
mier. Motion Carried. 

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by Freeman, to 
approve the .5 contract for 
Jackie Engebretson; Ac-
counts Receivable; Grade 
11; eff. 12-19-2016. Motion 
Carried.

Other
Motion by Winkels, sec-

onded by Lund, to grant 
per mission for further 
exploration of  a Science 
Educational Experience 
extended trip to Iceland in 
June 2018. Motion Carried

Adjournment
Motion by Winkels, sec-

onded by Longbella, to ad-
journ the meeting. Motion 
Carried. 

Complete minutes can 
be viewed at www.isd2170.
k12.mn.us
                                       52pnc

SPECIAL SCHOOL 
BOARD MEETING #10
Monday, Dec. 5, 2016 

7:00 p.m.
Motley Media Center

MINUTES

Call to Order
Roll call was taken with 

Freeman, Lund, Winkels, 
Longbella and DiGiovanni 
present (comprising a quo-
rum). 

The Pledge of  Alle-
giance was said.

Motion by Winkels, sec-
onded by DiGiovanni to 
adopt the agenda. Motion 
Carried

Financial
Motion by Longbella, 

seconded by Lund, to au-
thorize the removal of  Bon-
nie Thoele’s name from all 
Financial Institutions. Mo-
tion Carried

Motion by Winkels, sec-
onded by Longbella, to au-
thorize the removal of  Roy 
DiGiovanni’s name from 
all Financial Institutions. 
Motion Carried

Adjourn the Special 
Meeting

Motion by Longbella, 
seconded by DiGiovanni, to 
adjourn the Special Meet-
ing. Motion Carried
                                     52pnc

SCHOOL BOARD 
WORK SESSION 
MEETING #11
Dec. 5, 2016

Motley Media Center
Immediately following 

the Special Board 
Meeting

MINUTES

Call to Order
The meeting was called 

to order with Longbella, 
DiGiovanni, Winkels, Free-
man, Hoemberg and Lund 
present (comprising a quo-

rum). 
Motion  by Winkels, 

seconded by Longbella, to 
adopt the agenda. Motion 
Carried

Levy Discussion
Discussion on the Levy 

Options previously re-
viewed along with an ad-
ditional fourth option with 
an increase in the Long 
Term Facilities Unequal-
ized (Levy increase of  7.11 
percent (%)). Other under-
levied areas of  QCOMP 
and OPEB were also re-
viewed. The consensus 
seems to be going with the 
5.75 percent (%) increase. 
The final decision will be 
made at the Dec. 19 regular 
meeting. 

Facility Assessment
Facilities discussion 

with review of  age and 
square footage of  build-
ings. The option of  hiring 
an outside firm was pre-
sented. A consulting firm 
would help prioritize the 
maintenance issues and 
help the board with the fi -
nancial aspects. The cost 
ranges from 10-15 cents per 
square foot with the dis-
trict having over 326,400 
square feet. It was noted 
that NJPA will pay a per-
centage of  the cost. Three 
fi rms will be asked to make 
a presentation to the board 
(one of  those companies 
being FJ & J). 

Adjournment
Motion by Lund, sec-

onded by Winkels, to ad-
journ the meeting. Motion 
Carried
                                      52pnc

Staples-Motley
School Board Minutes

FILING NOTICE
BARLETT TOWNSHIP

 
Filing for one (1) Su-

pervisor, 3-year term posi-
tion and one (1) Treasurer, 
2-year term position. Fil-
ing dates are January 3, 
2017 through January 17, 
2017 with the Clerk, Jan 
Jares, phone 218-640-3176. 
May file at the Clerk’s 
home, 47810 193rd Ave., Al-
drich, MN, from 1:00 - 5:00 
p.m. on January 17, 2017. 
There is a $2 fi ling fee due 
at time of  fi ling.

Jan Jares, Clerk
                                  51-52pnc

FILING NOTICE
FAWN LAKE 
TOWNSHIP

 
Fawn Lake Township is 

accepting fi lings for:
-Supervisor for a three 

(3) year term
-Treasurer for a two (2) 

year term
The filing period for 

these offi ces opens on Jan-
uary 3, 2017 and closes at 5 
p.m. on January 17, 2017. 
Filing fee is $2.00. 

Please contact Kelly 
Miller at 218-531-0287 to fi le 
for these offi ces.

Kelly Miller, Clerk
                                    52-1pnc

FILING NOTICE 
MORAN TOWNSHIP

Notice is hereby given 
to the residents of  Mo-
ran Township that filing 
for township offices will 
open on January 3 2017, 
and close on January 17, 
2017 at 5:00 p.m. The offi-
ices that may be filed for 
are: One (1) supervisor 
for a 3-year term, and one 
(1) Treasurer for a 2-year 
term.

Candidates may file at 
the clerk’s office: 28316 
410th St. Browerville, MN.

Teresa Wagner, Clerk
                                  51-52pnc

FILING NOTICE
THOMASTOWN 

TOWNSHIP
 

Thomastown Township 
will hold an election of  
one supervisor for a three 
(3) year term and the trea-
surer for a two (2) year 
term. The fi ling period for 
these offi ces opens on Jan-
uary 3, 2017 and closes on 
January 17, 2017 at 5 p.m. 
To file for office, contact 
Joy Weyer at 218-894-1028.

Joy Weyer, Clerk
                                    52-1pnc

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE BY SEALED 

BID/PUBLIC 
AUCTION

The County of  Todd, a 
political subdivision orga-
nized under the laws of  the 
State of  Minnesota will be 
accepting sealed bids until 
January 10, 2017, at 10:00 
a.m., at the Todd County 
Commissioner’s Room, 215 
1st Ave. S., Suite 300, Long 
Prairie, MN, for the pur-
chase and sale of  the land 
and buildings at Co. Rd. 56, 
Long Prairie, MN  56347.  
This parcel has been used 
as a Sheriff’s Impound Lot, 
Veteran’s Service Garage 
and Sentence to Serve 
Wood Sale lot. The parcel 
will be sold “AS IS” with 
no warranty whatsoever.  
Additionally there is no 
warranty on boundaries 
or legal descriptions.

All bidders will com-
plete, sign and submit a 
Purchase Agreement to-
gether with earnest mon-
ey of  $10,000 in the form a 
cashier’s check payable to 
Todd County. After open-
ing of  the sealed bids on 
January 10, 2017, at 10:00 
a.m., any bona-fi de bidder 
may raise their bid as in 
public auction until such 
time as a successful bidder 
is determined. The mini-
mum bid which the Seller 
will consider is $277,185 
plus any and all expenses 
incurred by the county in 
selling the real estate. The 
successful bidder will also 
reimburse the county for 
attorney’s fees incurred 
by the county up to a maxi-
mum of  $3,000.

The successful bidder 
will be required to com-
plete the closing with full 
payment and possession in 
accordance with the terms 
of  the purchase agree-
ment. Todd County will is-
sue a Quit Claim Deed as 
set forth in the Purchase 
Agreement. The Purchase 
Agreement and bidding 
instructions may be ob-
tained from the following:

Sellnow Law Offi ce 
229 Central Avenue
Long Prairie, MN  56347
 -or-
Todd County Website 
www.co.todd.mn.us

Todd County reserves 
the right to reject in whole 
or in part any bid deemed 
to be insuffi cient, to accept 
a bid which, in the sole 
judgment of  Todd County, 
best serves the interest of  
Todd County and to waive 
any and all technicalities.

Sealed bids shall be 
clearly marked “BID FOR 
PARCEL NOS. 36-4013300 
AND 36-4014300”, and sub-
mitted to Denise Gaida at 
the Todd County Auditor/
Treasurer’s Offi ce, 215 1st 
Ave. S., Suite 201, Long 
Prairie, MN  56347 or Sell-
now Law Office, 229 Cen-
tral Avenue, Long Prairie, 
MN  56347 on or before 
January 10, 2017 or pre-
sented on the date the bids 
are open.

The parcels are located 
at Co. Rd. 56 in the City of  
Long Prairie. The legal de-
scription is as follows:

That part of  the South-

east Quarter of  the South-
west Quarter,  Section 
17, Township 129 North, 
Range 33 West, Todd Coun-
ty, Minnesota, described 
as follows:

Commencing at the 
northwest corner of  Lot 2, 
Block One, BURLINGTON 
ADDITION, according to 
the recorded plat thereof;

thence on a record bear-
ing of  North 74 degrees, 50 
minutes 00 seconds West 
along the northwesterly 
extension of  the northerly 
line of  said Lot 2 a dis-
tance of  427.32 feet to the 
point of  beginning of  the 
land to be described;

thence South 18 degrees 
17 minutes 00 seconds 
West 225.15 feet;

thence North 71 de-
grees 09 minutes 34 sec-
onds West 271.31 feet to the 
easterly right of  way line 
of  County Road No. 56;

thence North 25 degrees 
37 minutes 38 seconds East 
along said easterly right 
of  way line 224.53 feet;

thence South 71 degrees 
40 minutes 30 seconds East 
242.60 feet to the point of  
beginning.

Containing 1.32 acres 
more or less

AND
That part of  the South-

east Quarter of  the South-
west Quarter,  Section 
17, Township 129 North, 
Range 33 West, Todd Coun-
ty, Minnesota, described 
as follows:

Commencing at the 
northwest corner of  Lot 2, 
Block One, BURLINGTON 
ADDITION, according to 
the recorded plat thereof; 

thence on a record bear-
ing of  North 74 degrees 50 
minutes 00 seconds West 
along the extension of  the 
northerly line of  said Lot 
2 a distance of  427.32 feet;

thence South 18 degrees 
17 minutes 00 seconds West 
225.15 feet to the point of  
beginning of  the land to be 
described;

thence North 71 de-
grees 09 minutes 34 sec-
onds West 271.31 feet to the 
easterly right-of-way line 
of  County Road No. 56;

thence South 25 degrees 
37 minutes 38 seconds 
West along said right-of-
way line 115.91 feet;

thence South 72 degrees 
35 minutes 31 seconds East 
286.15 feet;

thence North 18 degrees 
17 minutes 00 seconds East 
107.95 feet to the point of  
beginning.

Containing 0.71 acre 
more or less.

Rod Erickson
Todd County Commission-
er
Chairperson
 
                                50-52pnc

NOTICE
LAKE SHORE

AERATION WARNING
LAKE SHAMINEAU 

Beware open water and 
thin ice. Aeration to oc-
cur on south shore along 
Lakeshore Drive begin-
ning January 5, 2017 until 
April, 2017. For inquiries 
call 612-810-4200.
                                   52-1pnc

52
pn
c

Public notices are a community’s window into the government. 
You look for those notices in your newspaper. From zoning regulations 

to local budgets, governments have used local newspapers to inform 
citizens of its actions as an essential part of your right to know. 

Keep public notices in newspapers!
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tour nament.  Members 
are: Jace Hoemberg, Chris 
Har t,  Asharak White, 
Andrew Bates and Zach 
Strickland.

March 31 - Howad Week-
ley shares his story of  
how he became addicted 
to methamphetamines and 
how he ended his addic-
tion.

April 7 - A forum about 
the problem of  metham-
phetamines in the Staples 
area was attended by two 
hundred people. The forum 
was sponsored by Staples 
Motley Beyond Poverty.

April 14 - The Thriving 
Communities Initiative 
held a second meeting to 
get public feedback on the 
economics, quality of  life 
and workforce issues in 
Staples.

April 21 - Lucas Jimi-
nez and Coleman Klimek 
won a state speech title in 
the duo competition. Their 
speech was an adaptation 
of  the movie “The Produc-
ers,” which included sing-
ing, dancing, comedy and 
drama. Other individuals 
who placed at the state 
speech were: Jenessa Iver-
son, Alex Erickson, Olivia 
Klefsaas and Zach Strick-
land.

May 12 - Staples natives 
Chuck Martin, Mark Lel-
w i c a  a n d  D a n  M e ye r 
opened the Roundhouse 
Brewery in Brainerd.

May 19 - Staples artist 
Diana Johnson’s art exhi-
bition will open at the Five 
Wings Gallery in Staples.

May 26 - The Poplar 
Ladies Birthday Club is 
celebrating their 90th year. 
Since 1926, the club has 

planned the annual Memo-
rial Day program at Poplar 
Cemetery.

June 2 - The Staples City 
Council approved a resolu-
tion to create a tax incre-
ment finance (TIF) district 
to assist the development 
of  a 32 to 34 unit townhome 
project in Staples. Roach 
Properties is building the 
townhomes.

June 9 - Tera Weyer was 
awarded the Student-Ath-
lete Character Award from 
the National Christian Col-
lege Athletic Association.

June 9 - Kevin Roline 
was hired as the Staples- 
Motley Community Educa-
tion coordinator.

June 9 - National Joint 
Powers Alliance (NJPA) 
is recommending over 
$1.5 million in Innovation 
Funding to directly benefit 
Region 5 school districts. 
They also recommended 
$350,000 for regional proj-
ects developed by local gov-
ernment agencies.

June 16 - Mike and Mary 
Ives, along with family 
members Burl and Kris, 
announced they will build 
a new hotel, the Timber-
lake Hotel, in Staples and 
re-open the Town’s Edge 
Restaurant next door to 
the hotel. The family owns 
the Timberlake Lodge in 
Grand Rapids, as well as 
several other hotels in the 
region.

June 16 - After 41 years 
of  working in the Staples 
and Staples-Motley school 
district’s business office, 
Bonnie Thoele is retiring.

June 16 - Millie Klef-
saas set the state pole vault 
record at 12 feet and also 

won the 100 meter hurdles. 
Max Giza placed seventh in 
the boys pole vault at the 
state meet. In golf, Andrew 
Israelson was named Mr. 
Minnesota after qualify-
ing for the state golf  meet 
for the fifth straight year. 
In girls golf, Olivia Klef-
saas and Hailey Koenig 
advanced to the state tour-
nament.

June 16 -The Staples- 
Motley FFA chapter had 
45 members compete at the 
State FFA Convention.

June 23 - The recently 
completed National Joint 
Powers Alliance (NJPA) 
building addition in Sta-
ples reveals healthy work 
spaces along with locations 
that foster personal com-
munication, large group 
gatherings and technologi-
cal communication.

June 30 - The Thriving 
Communities Initiative 
Quality of  Life Task Force 
started a list of  things to 
do in summer in the Sta-
ples area, with the goal of  
50 things that are readily 
available to everyone in the 
community.

July 7 -  Dr. William 
Mennis is retiring after 48 
years as a family practice 
doctor in Staples.

July 21 - Eight men’s 
teams and four women’s 
teams competed in the first 
Cardinal Alumni Basket-
ball Tournament, draw-
ing a crowd of  fans and 
families to Staples Motley 
High School. Participants 
ranged in age from 14 to 78.

Aug. 4 - Lisa Bjerga of  
Lakewood Health System 
is one of  50 individuals 
nationally named to the 
Becker’s Hospital Review 
“Rising Stars: 50 Health-
care Leaders Under 40,”

Aug. 4 - “Twelve Angry 
Men” is being presented 
by Lamplighter Commu-
nity Theatre of  Staples and 
Madhatters Community 
Theatre of  Wadena.

Sept. 8 - Motley-Staples 
Middle school students fig-
ured out the bus transfer 
station on the first day of  
school. With the new re-
start alignment, all district 
students in grades K-3 are 
in Staples, 4-7 in Motley 
and 8-12 in Staples.

Sept. 15 - Staples-Motley 
students worked with a 
variety of  robots as they  
had their first exposure to 
Technology Mobile pro-
gram.

Sept. 22 - Four local 
homes were painted as part 
of  the “Paint the Town” 
program set up by the 
Staples Economic Devel-
opment Authority. Homes 
were owned by seniors or 
families who were unable 
to do the painting them-
selves.

Oct .  13  -  Lakewood 
Health System held a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for their $20 million clinic 
addition.

Oct. 20 - Staples-Motley 

School Board candidates 
discuss the divide between 
the communities of  Staples 
and Motley at a candidate 
forum.

Oct. 20 - Mary Sperley, 
Jordan Haglin and Mike 
Matanich were honored at 
the Staples Motley Commu-
nity Foundation Awards, 
as was Lakewood Health 
System, Curves and the 
Staples Fire Department.

Nov. 10 - Six members 
of  the Staples-Motley FFA 
Chapter earned awards at 
the National FFA Conven-
tion

Nov. 10 - Lt. Col. Keith 
Ferdon of  Motley, along 
with his military team, was 
honored  during a recent 
Minnesota Wild hockey 
game.

Nov. 10 - Kira Sweeney 
placed seventh at the girls 
state cross country meet 
and Emmet Anderson fin-
ished 52nd in the boys race.

Nov. 17 - Steve Sveom is 
retiring after 24 years as 
pastor of  Faith Lutheran 
Church. He and his wife 
Toni are moving out of  
town.

Dec. 1 - Dean Fearing of  
Staples and Robert Warn-
berg of  Princeton had a 
World War II reunion of  
sorts recently in Staples. 
The two were crew mem-
bers of  the USS Lowndes, 
a supply and transport 
ship that was a crucial part 
of  the Pacific Theater in 
World War II.

Dec. 1 - After studying 
population trends, eco-
nomic trends and open 
enrollment trends, John 
Powers feels the Staples-
Motley School District will 
maintain approximately 
the same number of  stu-
dents in the coming decade.

Dec. 8 - People in Sta-
ples, across Minnesota and 
around the country are 
commemorating the life 
of  Duane Lund, the former 
Staples School District 
Superintendent who was 
known for accomplishing 
community and economic 
development while work-
ing for the school. Lund 
died on Dec. 2, at age 90.

Dec. 22 - After spending 
the holiday season in the 
middle of  the Pacific Ocean 
last year, far from family 
and friends, Samantha 
Svendsen of  Staples said 
she’s looking forward to a 
white Christmas at home.

Central Lakes College nursing students lit a candle to recite the Florence 
Nightingale pledge, the final step of their pinning ceremony, held on  Dec. 18, after 
receiving pins and a rose from their instructors. It was the first event held in the newly 
remodeled CLC commons area on the Staples campus.

Photos of the year: Jan. 7

Her selfie: Dr. Charlette Moe, the guest director at the Her Voice, Her Song 
women’s chorus program on Jan. 30, pauses between songs to snap a “selfie” with 
the singers from ten area high schools and the Staples Area Women’s Chorus that 
she had worked with during the day.

Photos of the year: Feb. 11

Band director Jeff Iverson enjoyed his final con-
cert as a teacher at the school, guiding the 2016 se-
niors and other band members through their graduation 
song.

Photos of the year: June 2

Students enjoy the colorful crowd after the Sta-
ples Elementary School color run.

Photos of the year: May 26

Mixing technology with agriculture at the Central Lakes College Ag and Energy 
Center Field Day Aug. 26, kids at the AgCentric technology trailer look up as a mini-
drone launches from the table.

Photos of the year: Sept. 1

(#8 Things to Do in Staples, “Stroll through the 
Living Legacy Gardens.”)

The childrens’ gardening program at Living Leg-
acy Gardens takes a pond break, looking for tadpoles 
and fish before moving on to their art projects.

Photos of the year - June 30

At the National Night Out event, children had the 
opportunity to dance with Staples Police officers Ryan 
Walwick and Jacob Maros.

Photos of the year: Aug. 11

YEAR IN REVIEW continued from page 1a

Happy New
Year 2017

Hwy 10 N. Motley •352-6511
Y KNOT LIQUORS

••New Years Eve••
We will be Sampling 

Barefoot Bubbly and Wine

If you’re celebrating 
New Years’s Eve at 

home, we have many 
fine wines,champagnes 

AND MORE!

Relax. Refresh. Restore.

Dr. Dominic Gagnon is 
dedicated to providing 

gentle, personalized, and 
friendly dental care for 

children, teens, and adults.

Dominic Gagnon D.D.S.
218-894-2201

www.staplesfamilydentistry.com
info@staplesfamilydentistry.com

616 4th St. NE, Staples

News stories share everyday activities,  
accomplishments of local people, 
businesses, schools and organizations
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A number of  stories 
were collected throughout 
Motley, Cushing and the 
surrounding area during 
2016. A few highlights of  
the past year are included 
below.

January
o The Motley Area Food 

Shelf  (MAFS) welcomed 
Sherry (Miller) Frisk as its 
new director. It’s a position 
previously held by Sharon 
Stone.

o The Staples World 
caught up with Pam Sachs, 
former English teacher at 
Motley High School and 
Motley Staples Middle 
School. Sachs taught a total 
of  32 years, with the major-
ity of  that time at MHS, un-
til the pairing with Staples. 
She taught at MSMS until 
her retirement in 1999.

February
o The Mobile Library 

is still going strong and 
since 1966, has made stops 
in Leader. It is currently 
part of  the Kitchigami 
Regional Library, serving 
the counties of  Cass, Crow 
Wing, Hubbard and Wade-
na. Since it fi rst began, the 
program has utilized four 
different vehicles, with the 
newest put into service in 
Nov. of  2015. The Staples 
World caught up with the 
Mobile Library during one 
of  its February visits to 
Leader.

o Kindergarten teacher 
Ginger Stiner rallied the 

“troops” at Motley Elemen-
tary to create Valentine’s 
Day cards and collect good-
ies to send to soldiers serv-
ing with the 682nd Engi-
neer Battalion of  the MN 
National Guard currently 
serving in Kuwait.

o Dave Rowe of  Motley 
shared his story during 
Black History Month. Orig-
inally from Jamaica, Rowe 
moved to the United States 
when he was 13 years old, 
settling in Chicago with 
his mother and siblings. He 
subsequently spent years 
struggling with depression 
and addiction, which led 
to homelessness; but ulti-
mately found inner peace 
and healing. As he refl ect-
ed on Black History Month, 
Rowe recalled the speech 
of  Martin Luther King, Jr., 

“I Have a Dream,” which 
always inspired him, even 
during his darkest days.

March
o Mitch Anderson of  

Cushing gave a presenta-
tion at Motley-Staples 
Middle School about his 
life-changing experience 
climbing Mount Kiliman-
jaro in Tanzania, Africa 
the previous summer. It 
took the 30-year-old seven 
days to climb to the top of  
the mountain which stands 
19,341 ft. above sea level. 
Anderson taught physical 
education at the middle 
school last year and is cur-
rently at the high school.  

o The Motley Area Food 
Shelf  (MAFS) reached 

their goal of  raising $20,000 
during March, Food Share 
Month, reported Sherry 
Miller Frisk, director of  
the food shelf. “We also col-
lected 1,194 pounds of  food, 
of  which 850 pounds was 
collected from elementary 
and middle school students 
from Staples and Motley,” 
Frisk said.

April
o  M a rk  H u b e r  w a s  

named the “Pillager Citi-
zen of  the Year” for 2016. 
The award was presented 
to Huber April 2, at the 
Pillager Fiddler’s Contest, 
by Jennifer Paananen, Pil-
lager Fair Board member. 
Huber is a Scout Master for 
Troop 77 and Cub Master 
for Pack 77. Over the years, 
he has helped lead a num-
ber of  service projects in 
Pillager, including work at 
the Pillager Fairgrounds 
and Wildwood Cemetery; 
and at the Pillager Food 
Shelf.

o Residents and staff  at 
Harmony House in Motley 
held a ‘baby shower’ re-
cently to celebrate the ar-
rival of  two new ‘Serenity 
Baby’ dolls to their facility. 
The handmade dolls are 
from Loving Hearts Nurs-
ery in St. Joseph.

May
o Shirley Shake and her 

daughter Emily (Shake) 
Tholl,  both of  Leader, 
shared Mother’s Day re-
flections. In addition to 
celebrating Mother’s Day 
May 8, the Shake family 
celebrated Shirley’s 93rd 
birthday May 6. Sadly, Shir-
ley passed away June 13.

o Dozens of  athletes 
from 19 schools partici-
pated in the Area 5 Special 
Olympics Athletics Compe-
tition May 11, in Pillager.

o  A t  t h e i r  r e g u l a r 
monthly meeting in May, 
the members of  the Mot-
ley American Legion Tri-
County Post 124 presented 
a plaque  honoring their 
past post commanders.  
Post 124 was chartered in 
1919; and has been going 
strong since that time.

June
o The kick off  for the 

City of  Motley’s new skate 
park was held June 4. A 
number of  events were  
planned for the day, includ-
ing safety demonstrations, 
prize give-aways and a 
BBQ lunch. The skate park 
is located on the west side 
of  Converse Park in Motley. 

o June 10 was Terri 
Smith’s fi nal day working 

as the City of  Motley’s 
clerk/treasurer, a job she 
had held for the past 12 
years. She proceeded to  
take a leave of  absence un-
til Oct. 31, during which 
time she continued to re-
ceive full pay and benefi ts, 
but no accrual of  vacation 
time. At a special meeting 
May 31, the Motley City 
Council had voted unani-
mously to approve Smith’s 
separation agreement. 

o At a special meeting 
June 28, the Motley City 
Council accepted the pro-
posal of  David Drown As-
sociates (DDA), Inc., to 
assist the city with their 
search for a new city clerk/
treasurer. In addition, they 
learned that an interim 
city clerk (Scott Saehr, of  
Pierz), was in place, thanks 
to the efforts of  DDA. The 
council also approved Me-
gan Oldakowski to work as 
an intern in the front offi ce 
at city hall. This was made 
possible through NJPA 
(National Joint Powers Al-
liance), at no cost to the city.

o Motley June Fest was 
held for the first time, in 
conjunction with the Mor-
rison County Fair June 17  - 
19. June Fest was sponsored 
by the Staples Motley Area 
Chamber of  Commerce. 

The festivities included pig 
races, a parade, music and 
Wings competition.

July
o A 51-year-old Elk Riv-

er man who went missing 
from a Crookneck Lake 
campsite July 25, was locat-
ed alive on July 29, in Scan-
dia Valley Township. The 
missing man, Glenn Hoppe, 
was reportedly in good 
physical condition, accord-
ing to Morrison County 
Sheriff  Shawn Larsen. 

August
o Winds with reported 

speeds of  up to 80 mph 
ripped through much 
of  Cass and Crow Wing 
counties Aug. 4, causing 
extensive damage. The fol-
lowing October, Gov. Mark 
Dayton authorized up to 
an estimated $91,663.50 in 
relief  for Cass County and 
$190,044 for Crow Wing 
County from the State Di-
saster Assistance Contin-
gency Account.

o A few construction 
projects took place in Mot-
ley during August. These 
included installing a new 
parking lot at Motley-Sta-
ples Middle School; and a 
new diesel island with sat-
ellite pumps at BRICKS 
Travel Center.

o A 25-year-old Coon Rap-
ids man was charged with 
murdering, kidnapping 
and sexually assaulting 
his friend’s five-year-old 
daughter, Alayna Jeanne 
Ertl of  Watkins. The girl 
was found dead Aug. 20, in 
the Wilderness Park area 
north of  Motley.

Cass County Attorney 
Christopher Strandlie re-
ported Aug. 23, that Zach-
ary Todd Anderson has 
been charged with second 
degree intentional murder, 
first degree criminal sex-
ual conduct, kidnapping; 
and unauthorized use of  a 
motor vehicle. On Oct. 28, 
a Cass County grand jury 
indicted Anderson on 19 
counts in connection with 
the girl’s murder. 

September
o Glenn Pederson of  the 

Oylen area shares his story 
of  building a memorial for 
veterans near his home, 
just off  of  Cty Rd. 7 and 
244th St. A Vietnam vet-
eran, Pederson wanted to 

“do something for my bud-
dies that didn’t come back 
and for the ones (veterans) 
I didn’t know.”

o Construction contin-
ues in Motley. New storage 
units, owned by Steve Bick-
ford, were built at the cor-
ner of  Eledredge and Hwy 
10; and a new Dollar Gen-
eral store, located along 
Hwy 10 on the south end of  
town, was well underway 
with completion estimated 
by the end of  the year.

o After a full day of  
panel discussions, facility 
tours and  interviews with 
five worthy candidates 
Sept. 29, the Motley City 
Council voted to offer the 
position of  clerk/treasurer 
to Lacey Smieja of  Little 
Falls. Final approval took 
place at the council’s reg-
ular meeting Oct. 10; and 
Smieja’s fi rst offi cial day of  
work in Motley was Nov. 1.

October
o A streets improvement 

project was completed in 
Motley, which included tar-

ring portions of  Cimarron 
Drive, Postel Drive and Lil 
Street. In addition to tar-
ring, the project included 
minor surface grading and 
excavation of  both ditches 
and roads to keep water off  
the pavement; Class 5 ag-
gregate supplement prior 
to the bituminous pave-
ment; and simple T-type 
dead end treatments.

November
o The Motley City Coun-

cil canvassed and accepted 
the results from the Nov. 
8, 2016 general election 
for the office of  mayor (a 
two-year term) and two 
(2) four-year term council 
members. Al Yoder was 
elected mayor for the term 
of  2017 - 2018; and Steve 
Johnson and Nate Douglas 
were elected for the term of  
2017 - 2020. 

o Army veteran Joyce 
Wille of  Motley is the only 
woman on the Motley 
American Legion Post #124. 
She shared her story with 
the Staples World prior to 
Veterans Day Nov. 11, stat-
ing that she is proud to be 
a member of  this organiza-
tion. 

o Tim and Jessica Judd 
of  Motley, along with their 
four children, shared their 
Thanksgiving story with 
the Staples World. At the 
top of  their list, they said, 
is their thanks to God that 
their 22-month-old daugh-
ter, Catherine, will be cele-
brating the holiday season 
in her own home. Cath-
erine, who was diagnosed 
with Acute Myeloid Leuke-
mia last February, under-
went a series of  treatments 
and spent nearly 150 days 
in the hospital. As of  Nov. 
15, she has been declared 
leukemia free and the 
Judds believe she has been 
completely healed.

o Blizzard conditions 
swept through Central 
Minnesota Nov. 18. Schools 
closed that day and snow 
plows were kept busy for 
hours, with reports of  10 
- 12 inches of  snow through-
out the Motley and Staples 
area. Residents in the Mot-
ley area reported power 
outages which lasted up 
to 26 hours; and Leader 
reported a snowfall of  20 
inches.

December
o  2  Ta l l  Tave r n  i n 

Cushing, owned by John 
Brichacek of  Motley, is 
now open for business. The 
Lincoln Lakes area estab-
lishment, formerly known 
as The Hitchin Rail, fea-
tures a variety of  menu 
items, seating for 108, pull 
tabs, TV screens and more. 
An outdoor patio area is 
available during the sum-
mer months. 

o The third annual Bill 
Berndt Community Christ-
mas Concert was held Dec. 
18, at the Motley United 
Methodist Church. Nine 
groups participated, in-
cluding members of  the 
Motley-Staples School Or-
chestra.

o Outgoing Motley May-
or Nancy Nieken passed 
the gavel on to Mayor-elect 
Al Yoder at the close of  the 
Motley City Council meet-
ing Dec. 12. Nieken has 
served on the council a to-
tal of  14 years; the last six 
as mayor. 

A look back on 2016 in Motley, Cushing areas

Bull riding; wings competition in Motley
Both the Motley Fair, 

sponsored by the Motley 
Fair Board; and the first-
ever Motley June Fest, 
sponsored by the Staples 
Motley Area Chamber of 
Commerce, were held the 
weekend of June 17. One 
of the featured events at 
the Motley Fairgrounds 
was the bull riding bash 
which drew approximately 1,200 fans. The Motley June Fest featured a parade, mu-
sic, pig races and a Wings Competition. Pictured in lower photo, from left,  are June 
Fest volunteers and Wings Fest judges Steve Gertken, Fran Kunkel, Barb Markus, 
Ed Jordahl (Staples World fi le photos by Dawn Timbs)

Barney McCoy, Leader area, stands near his barn and 70-ft. cement silo that were destroyed in the early 
morning hours of Aug. 4, when winds with reported speeds of up to 80 mph ripped through much of Cass and 
Crow Wing counties. McCoy, 82, said he woke up at 2:30 a.m. that day. “It was whistling so bad and the house 
was shaking.” He’s lived in the house since the early 1970s and this is the worst storm he can remember.  Also 
pictured is McCoy’s dog, Gentry, who was not harmed during the storm. (Staples World fi le photo by Dawn Timbs)

Severe windstorm destroyed buildings in Cass Cty

Morrison County Sher-
iff  Shawn Larsen states 
that the reward for infor-
mation leading to the iden-
tification of  the person 
who shot and killed Ter-
rence (Terry) Brisk has in-
creased to $30,000. Accord-
ing to Larsen, other donors 
have come forward and 
wish to remain anonymous.

The Morrison County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce is still ask-
ing for the public’s assis-
tance in locating a Win-
chester Model AE 30-30 
lever action rifl e belonging 
to Brisk. The rifle is de-
scribed as an older model, 
with a wooden stock and 
forearm with no sling at-
tached. Brisk was known 
to carry the rifle in the 

woods while hunting and at 
this point in the investiga-
tion it has not been located.

The sheriff’s office con-
tinues to actively investi-
gate this case along with 
the assistance of  the BCA. 
All information relevant to 
the case is being followed 
up on and numerous inter-
views are being conducted. 
No arrests have been made 
up to this date. Larsen still 
believes this is an isolated 
incident and there is no 
known risk to the public.

If  you have any infor-
mation regarding this 
case, contact the Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
320-632-9233. Anyone with 
information may remain 
anonymous if  they choose.

Reward increased 
to $30,000 in Terry 
Brisk’s murder case
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Use the “Start an Application” link available on our website to apply.
View the full job description at www.njpacoop.org/careers.

Manager of Business & Membership Development 
This position leads and manages the Business and Membership 
Development (BMD) department to achieve the objectives devel-
oped in collaboration with the Director of Cooperative Contracts 
and Procurement. This includes researching and developing 
potential partnerships and opportunities in alignment with NJPA 
objectives, ensuring the application of data-based decision mak-
ing, developing and managing departmental budget, and de-
veloping departmental and individual staff performance metrics 
aligned with NJPA strategic objectives. This position has a high 
degree of responsibility for processes that directly contribute to 
the revenue generating capabilities of the organization Initial 
review of applications will begin February 6.

Membership Development Administrator II 
As a member of the Business & Membership Development 
(BMD) team, this position will administer assigned strategic 
sponsorship or revenue share agreements (channel partner-
ships), prospect and grow state and international level adoption 
of NJPA awarded contracts, lead Member advisory committees, 
represent NJPA at conferences or trade shows, assist with the 
development and implementation of strategies to increase use 
of NJPA awarded contracts by NJPA members, implement strat-
egies intended to grow NJPA membership, assist in the process 
of contract category development, and play an integral role in 
the integrity and utilization of CRM data to inform decision mak-
ing. Initial review of applications will begin January 30.

Membership Development Administrator III 
As a members of the Business & Membership Development 
(BMD) team, this position will develop and administer strategic 
sponsorship or revenue share agreements (channel partner-
ships), prospect and grow state and international level adoption 
of NJPA awarded contracts, develop and lead Member advisory 
committees, represent NJPA at conferences or trade shows, 
develop and implement strategies to increase use of NJPA 
awarded contracts by NJPA members, develop and implement 
strategies intended to grow NJPA membership, assist in the pro-
cess of contract category development, and play an integral role 
in the integrity and utilization of CRM data to inform decision 
making. Initial review of applications will begin January 30.

Associate General Counsel
Reporting to the General Counsel & Director of Government 
Relations, this position manages the Legal Department activities; 
provides day-to-day leadership that supports NJPA’s strategic 
and tactical legal initiatives; provides effective legal advice, 
counsel, and support to the organization; oversees the develop-
ment and administration of shared legal services; and provides 
support to NJPA’s General Counsel & Director of Government 
Relations, as required. This includes developing and manag-
ing departmental budgets and individual performance metrics 
aligned with NJPA’s strategic framework and goals. Initial 
review of applications will begin January 30.

Manager of Human Resources
This position is responsible for providing leadership, manage-
ment, and strategic direction for the areas of personnel and 
human resources. This position works to: provide services that 
foster an employee-oriented/high performance culture; advises 
all management and staff regarding policy, procedures, and 
regulations; and oversees responsibilities in the areas of: em-
ployee relations, performance management, recruitment/em-

and onboarding. This position serves on Management Council. 
Initial review of applications will begin January 9.

Human Resources Specialist - Staff Development
This position is responsible for performing work in human re-
sources and staff development. This position works with the HR 
Manager to provide services that foster an employee-oriented/
high performance culture and carries out responsibilities in 
onboarding and organizational development. Initial review of 
applications will begin January 30.

This position is responsible for performing work in human 

the Manager of Human Resources to provide services that foster 
an employee-oriented/high performance culture and carries 

applications will begin January 30.

Insurance Contract Administrator
This position manages the vendor relationships for insurance 
contracts to ensure company embracement, sales growth, and 
contract success. This position markets Insurance/Risk manage-
ment products and services to all NJPA members and potential 
members, regionally and nationally. Initial review of applica-
tions will begin February 20.

NOTICES

107
Notices

HANDGUN PERMIT 
CLASS:  New, Renewal, 
Multi -state.  Call  Paul 
Lund, certifi ed instructor, 
218-330-0651. 52c

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

205
Help Wanted

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 26tfc

 FOR SALE
309

Miscellaneous 
PLAT BOOKS AVAIL-

ABLE: Crow Wing, Mor-
rison, Todd and Wadena 
counties, $27 plus tax. Sta-
ples World Offi ce. 38tfx

WANTED TO 
BUY
501

Miscellaneous
FREE DROP OFF: Mi-

crowaves, Air Condition-
ers, Water Heaters, Gas 
Grills, Propane Tanks, 
Furnaces, Lawn Mowers, 
Refrigerators, Freezers, 
Washers, Dryers, Misc. 
Iron and Scrap. Christ-
mas Tree Lights. WE BUY 
CANS AND BATTERIES. 
NO: TV's, Electronics, Mat-
tress, Tires, Household 
trash. Call for information: 
218-639-0150. Card Auto, 
27593 Todd Line Rd, Sta-
ples.  36tfc

WANTED TO BUY: 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. 
218-639-5509. 52-5p

REAL ESTATE
602

Apartments for 
Rent

ROOMS AVAILABLE, 
Motley Motel. 218-820-0140.  
 34tfc

FREE HEAT: Staples: 
nicer, 2 bdrm., great lo-
cation, see now, 218-296-
5047.  50tfc

N O R T H  B E A C H 
RENTALS: Efficiency, 2 
and 3 bdrms., FREE heat/
electric. ALSO: 3 bdrm.
moblie home. 218-839-6956, 
218-838-8856 or 218-639-2858.  
 50-52p

STAPLES: Downtown, 
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smok-
ing. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

606
Land for Rent
LOT for RENT: Place 

your manufactured home 
in an established commu-
nity for your cost effec-
tive living in Staples. For 
details call 218-894-2284 or 
218-894-1270. 32tfc

607
Houses for Sale

STAPLES: For sale 
by owner. 2 bdrm., 1 ba., 
single attached garage, for 
more info: 218-445-5437.  
                                         51-1p

• Building and Maintenance Engineer
• RN
• Pharmacy Tech
• Radiologic Tech
• Patient Access Representative

EOE. An equal opportunity employer and provider

TCHC.org

415 Jefferson St. North, Wadena, MN

Please contact 
218-632-8780 

for more information. 
Applications available on-line at 

TCHC.org 

CLINICS     Bertha     Henning     Ottertail     Sebeka     Verndale     Wadena       HOSPITAL      Wadena

Tri-County Health Care (TCHC) in Wadena, MN has an exciting 
opportunity to join our growing health care system.  

Discover a career where you make a difference every day!

Our People Make the Difference.

For more 
information and to apply 

visit TCHC.org

 FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT
Todd-Wadena Community Corrections

 Todd-Wadena Community Corrections seeks one full-time Youth 
Worker/Corrections Agent. This position supervises youth in our diver-
sion program as well as youth on probation for truancy. This position in-
cludes investigative report writing, collaboration with other agencies, and 
other responsibilities. The home office for this position is Wadena, but trav-
el between both counties is required. Successful applicant must be highly 
organized and efficient and demonstrate strong written and verbal commu-
nication skills. Minimum qualifications include four-year degree in a social 
science field such as Criminal Justice, Sociology, Psychology, etc. and valid 
MN driver’s license and auto insurance, and reliable transportation. 
 Must pass agency background check requirements prior to employment. 
Convictions, continuances or stays for crimes other than minor traffic of-
fenses may disqualify the applicant from being hired. 
 Starting salary is $19.97 per hour effective 2017. 

Contact Katherine Langer, Director, Todd-Wadena Community 
Corrections, 221 First Avenue S, Suite 200, Long Prairie, MN  56437

Position will remain open until filled. 
First round of application reviews scheduled for January 9, 2017.

“Equal Opportunity Employer”cl51-52c

Trident Seafoods, Motley, MN 
is offering a $500 Hiring Bonus!

Food processing positions - 2nd and 3rd shift

Stop in or apply from home at
www.tridentseafoods.com
Questions: 218-352-6600

cl5
2c

Permit to Carry Class
Ed Jose

New: $75   Renewal $50

Call 218-371-2151
Multi-State

cl39tfc

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical ben-
efi ts on day 1 & earn $65k+ in your 
fi rst year!!! Guaranteed pay. Profi t 
sharing, 401k with company match & 
more! Email mnhr@mclaneco.com
or call Kalen now! 262/504-1617

FULL-TIME COOK WANTED 
at the DeGraff Liquor Store. Mostly 
days and every other weekend available! 
To apply call Holly at 320/843-3107 
or email DeGraffLiquor@hotmail.com

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vac., tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save up to 93%! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International phar-
macy service to compare prices and 
get $15.00 off your fi rst prescription 
and free shipping. Call 800/259-1096

DRIVE WITH UBER 
No experience is required, but you’ll 
need a Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. For 
more information, call: 800/912-3649

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo In-
ternet (where avail.) Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms.) 
Free HD-DVR. Call 800/297-8706

MISCELLANEOUSHELP WANTED - DRIVERS MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED

Advertise here 
statewide in 260+ 
newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 

3 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

For the The deadline is:
Dec. 29 Staples World 5 p.m., Dec. 22
Jan. 5 Staples World 5 p.m., Dec. 29

Holiday Deadlines

The Staples World office will close 
at noon Dec. 23 and Dec. 30.

         We will be closed Dec. 26 and Jan. 2.

Laundry facilities on site. 
garages included with 

apartment. All utilities paid. 
Applications are 

available at:
956 Hwy 10 S. Motley

An Equal Housing Opportunity

For information and 

218-751-6881 Ext.4

Is now accepting 
applications for 

future 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments

EASTWOOD
APARTMENTS

IN MOTLEY

IN 
MOTLEY
NOW AVAILABLE

 3 bedroom 
townhomes. All on 

1 level, no steps, heat 
& maintenance included.
Call for information 

and showing
320-632-5918

Pine Crest Townhomes
Staples

• 3 bedrooom
Unit

Very Spacious!
Certain income restrictions 
apply.  Section 8 welcome. 

 For more information 
contact Rhea at

 D. W. Jones 
Management , Inc. 

 218-824-8403 or email 
Rheapf@dwjonesmanagement.com 

Minnesota Relay 
        System 711, or (800)627-3529 
               Equal Housing opportunity

Prairie  View 
Apartments 

Staples
1&2 bedrooms available 
Fireplaces, dishwashers, 
A/C, garages available, 

controlled entry.
Starting at $580.00
Call Today for 

more information
218-894-0120 
please leave message 

if no answer 

EHO
www.GraniteCityApts.com
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CONSTRUCTION

PROFESSIONAL
*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY**SERVICE DIRECTORY*

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION

• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS
• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping

• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment
of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 218-820-1883 (cell)

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 
by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

Long PrairieSanitary Service

1-320-732-6464 or 1-888-878-5578

Residential, Commercial and 
Roll-Off Service in the City 
of Staples and surrounding 
area, including the Motley 

and Lincoln Lakes area.

PRO CARPET CARE
(218) 894-1441

*Residential *Professional 
*Commercial Carpet 

*Upholstery Cleaning 
*Floor Stripping and Waxing

*Vehicle Detailing

*No mileage 
charges

*Free estimates
*Staples & 

surrounding 
area

JAKE ROSENTHAL

SW
 2

01
6 

w
k.

#
48

SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

Dr. Peter Brenny
Dentist

218-894-2755
212 4th St. NE, Staples

•Staples only 
resident Dentist!

•Staples most 
experienced Dentist!

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

ys 
Di t

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

Staples True Value

Open 7 Days A Week
Staples, MN. 218-894-3263

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-free 888-602-4942

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St. NE
Staples, MN. 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-Free 888-602-4942

Septic Tank Pumping & Cleaning
Altrichter

Excavation & Septic Service
•Compliance Inspections  •Septic Installation & Design

MN State Certified

6685 330th St., Cushing, MN. 56443, 218-575-2222 or 218-746-4154

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

www.advantageseamlessgutters.com
Cory@AdvantageSeamlessGutters.com

888-570-5778 or 218-270-2663

Seamless Aluminum Gutters •Copper Gutters 
•Ice Dam Removal •Seamless Siding

Anderson Septic   
  Service, LLC
Staples • Motley • Pillager

Anderson Septic Service

Local Service • Local Pricing 
Light Truck • Yard Friendly

218-296-2835  andersonsepticservice@gmail.com
Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Contact:
CHARITY SARAZIN
INSURANCE CONSULTANT
INS. LIC. 40459625
616 4th ST NE
Staples, MN 56479
P: 218.894.2450
c.sarazin@iaimn.com

*Up to 40 quotes 
per policy.

.

AUTO~HOME~LIFE~HEALTH~BUSINESS

FORTY* CHOICES.
BETTER PRICES.
We don’t sell insurance. We help you buy it.
Getting more quotes so you get better costs.
Talk to Insurance Advisors and take the
guesswork out of your insurance coverage.

National Guard mem-
bers from Camp Ripley 
stopped by the Motley Area 
Food Shelf Dec. 23, with 
donations of grocery items 
weighing 1,164 pounds; 
and a monetary donation 
of $185. Pictured above, 
from left, are CSM Mike 
Worden, SSG Tim Krouth, 
SPC Jef f Jensen, LTC 
Chad Sacket. Pictured in 
lower photo, from left, LTC 
Sacket, SPC Jensen and 
CSM Worden unload the 
truck. (Staples World pho-
tos by Dawn Timbs)

Camp Ripley donates to food shelf

The following are select-
ed new laws passed during 
the 2016 legislative session 
that take effect Jan. 1, 2017. 
The asterisk following the 
bill number denotes the 
language that became law. 
Summaries of  all laws 
passed by the 2016 Legis-
lature are available online 
from nonpartisan House 
Public Information Servic-
es at http://www.house.leg.
state.mn.us/newlaws/#/
search/2016

Elections
Presidential primary 

to replace caucus election
Minnesota will change 

from a caucus to a prima-
ry election system during 
the next presidential elec-
tion. A primary will allow 
all-day voting rather than 
voters coming together at 
a specifi c time on precinct 
caucus night. 

The state’s presidential 
primary will be held the 
first Tuesday in March 
during a presidential elec-
tion year, such as March 3, 
2020, or on a different date 
if  agreed to by the major 
party chairs. Precinct cau-
cuses may also continue, if  
the parties choose to hold 
them. 

The primary election for 
other federal, state and lo-
cal offi ces will continue to 
be held in August. The new 
law is sponsored by Rep. 
Tim Sanders (R-Blaine) 
and Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-
New Hope). 

When voting in the pres-
idential primary, voters 
will be required to certify 
their agreement with the 
party in whose primary 
they choose to vote. This 
declaration, and the party 
that the voter chooses to 

vote for, will be recorded 
and available in the public 
record.

HF3549/SF2985*/CH162

Employment
Workers’ Compensa-

tion Advisory Council 
ideas to be law

Suggested changes put 
forward by the Workers’ 
Compensation Advisory 
Council became law Aug. 1, 
2016. But health care pro-
viders and insurers were 
given until Jan. 1, 2017, to 
comply with the require-
ment to electronically sub-
mit medical records and 
reports along with a medi-
cal bill. 

The new law clarifies 
the process for attorneys 
claiming payment of  legal 
fees in worker’s compensa-
tion cases and eliminates 
the bond requirement for 
those appealing a decision 
made by the Minnesota 
Workers’ Compensation 
Court of  Appeals to the 
Minnesota Supreme Court. 
The law is sponsored by 
Rep. Tony Albright (R-
Prior Lake) and Sen. Dan 
Sparks (DFL-Austin).

HF2478*/SF2398/CH110
Workers’ compensa-

tion insurance compa-
nies’ retention limits to 
change

Insurance companies 
that provide workers’ com-
pensation insurance to 
employers can select a re-
tention limit (similar to a 
deductible) that the insur-
ance company must pay in 
benefits before the Work-
ers’ Compensation Rein-
surance Association will 
begin covering the insur-
ance company’s losses. 

The new law changes 
the low retention limit and 

adds a “jumbo” retention 
limit as the highest level 
of  retention. The retention 
limits can be adjusted in 
the future by the board of  
the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Reinsurance Associa-
tion, subject to approval of  
the Department of  Labor 
and Industry commission-
er. The law is sponsored 
by Rep. Tony Albright 
(R-Prior Lake) and Sen. 
Dan Sparks (DFL-Austin). 
HF2994*/SF2740/CH91

Insurance
Life insurance reserves 

to be in sync with uni-
form national act

A new law will require 
life insurance companies 
to use a principle-based 
method to determine the 
amount of  money they 
must hold in reserve. The 
law is sponsored by Rep. 
Joe Hoppe (R-Chaska) and 
Sen. Vicki Jensen (DFL-
Owatonna). 

The language has been 
adopted by 43 states, rep-
resenting 76 percent of  the 
insurance premiums in the 
U.S. This means that, after 
the National Association 
of  Insurance Commission-
ers evaluates the states’ 
laws, the uniform act will 
become effective Jan. 1, 
2017. 

However, there are is-
sues with the valuation 
manual that provides spe-
cific valuation instruc-
tions to the insurance com-
panies. The association is 
currently making changes 
to the valuation manual, 
and there will be a three-
year implementation peri-
od during which insurers 
may choose to use this new 
methodology.

HF3384*/SF3230/CH178

New laws effective Jan. 1
Crow Wing Currents/ 

Recent reports from the Motley Police 
Department (MPD) and the Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce (MCSO) included 
the following:

Dec. 21 - The MPD issued a citation to 
Terry Neely, 68, for driving with a revoked 
license.

Dec. 15 - 21 - The MPD issued speeding 
citations to Andrew Larson, 34; Mohamed 
Aden, 22; Alexis Yerbich, 18; Alexandria 
Stevens, 21.

Dec. 21 - The MCSO received a call from 

a resident on Aztec Rd. in Motley report-
ing that someone had tampered with their 
internet box on the side of  their cabin.

Dec. 19 - The MCSO responded to a re-
port of  a vehicle in the ditch on 320th St. 
in Cushing.

Dec. 17 - The MCSO responded to a call 
from the Minnesota State Patrol reporting 
an accident involving a DOT plow and a 
car on Hwy 210 east of  Motley. Staples Am-
bulance, Motley Rescue and Cass County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce notifi ed.

Motley Police, Morrison County Sheriff’s reports
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By Mark Anderson
News Editor

The Staples-Motley girls 
basketball team battled 
two quality opponents and 
came out on top, beating 
Aitkin 65-47 on Dec. 20 and 
73-62 over Park Rapids on 
Dec. 22. The team is now 
6-1.

“This was our best game 
from start to fi nish,” said 
Coach Craig Wolhowe 
about the Aitkin game. 

“We competed and followed 
the game plan. We were un-
selfi sh and played solid as 
a team.”

Four players were in 
double fi gures to show the 
team’s balanced scoring. 
Kelsie Weite and Chelsea 
Nanik each had 14 points, 
Claire Wolhowe scored 13 
and Amber Robben had 11. 
Coach Wolhowe aid Ashley 
Smith gave the team a big 
boost off  the bench, scor-
ing seven points. Other 
scorers were Sam Schimpp 
4 and Kierra Dumpprope 2.

Weite also had 13 re-
bounds and Robben had six 
assists and fi ve steals. As a 
team, the Cardinals made 
20 of  27 free throws. “That 
was a key factor in the out-
come,” said Wolhowe.

Against Park Rapids, 
the Cardinals pulled away 
at the end by keeping their 
composure. “Park Rapids 
wants you to play at a fast 
pace and create turnovers.  
For the most part I thought 
we handled their pressure.”

Throughout the game, 
Staples-Motley would beat 
the pressure and go on 

a run, then Park Rapids 
would create turnovers 
and make a run right back.

At the end, “we made 
the right decisions and 
made free throws to get the 
win,” said Wolhowe.

Claire Wolhowe led the 

team with 26 points and 11 
rebounds. Weite scored 20 
points and Robben had 15 
with 7 assists. Other scor-
ers were Nanik 8, Dump-
prope 2 and Kaitlyn Long-
worth 2.

Good play leads to 6-1 
record for girls hoops

Lef t, the Staples-
Motley girls basketball 
team wasn’t distracted by 
the crazy winter sweaters 
worn by coaches Nick 
Doll and Craig Wolhowe.

Fashionable 
game plan

Chelsea Nanik stops an Aitkin player from getti 
ng a pass off. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

High fl ying defense

Participants in the kindergarten elementary basketball program at Staples-
Motley were (in alphabetical order): Jackson Alexander, Chloe Badger, Eli Bounds, 
Tabytha Davis, Adriane Dokken, Oscar Doll, Jessie Dukowitz, Emmitt Hageman, An-
nabella Hurtig, Marleigh Jensen, Aubrey Lang, Austin McMillan, Cameron Martin, 
Abby Miller, Blake Mongan, Vanessa Nelson, Carter Odden, Jackson Odden, Kay-
lee Perius, Owen Roline, Ben Rutten, Sawyer Storry, Ryder Thompson, Eva Weber, 
Aiden Willson.

Kindergarten elementary basketball

First graders in the elementary basketball program at Staples-Motley included 
(in alphabetical order): Andrew Black, Demarius Conn, Roman Engebretson, Caro-
lyn Hoppe, Ayden Hovland, Landon King, Carter Kist, Sarah Kroll, Chloe Larson, 
Hunter Leslie, Vincent Ludovissie, Clara Maros, Ryker Meech, Maci Mithun, Landon 
Moench, Ashton Nichols, Spencer Olsen, Ally Pesola, Brooke Reisenauer, Carsen 
Sweeney, Vance Vejtasa, Hunter Vogt, Kalee Winter.

First grade elementary basketball
The third grade elementary basketball program at Staples-Motley included (in 

alphabetical order): Melissa Anderson, Summer Anderson, Avandre Brandt, Isabel 
Cole, McKenzie Fletcher, Ticiana Janssen, Peyton Jares, Avery Johnson, Reid Judd, 
Hunter Knudson, Gabe Kroll, Conner Kuhns, Matthew Larsen, Noah Larson, Skye 
Larson, Pamela Lawrence, Natalie Miller, Xander Moench, Reed Olds, Eli Rutten, 
Alaina White, Jayme Windorski. (Submitted photos)

Third grade elementary basketball

Participating in the second grade elementary basketball program at Staples-
Motley were (in alphabetical order): Josiah Burton, Adrian Caldwell, Hannah Cole, 
Joshua Cushing, Braylin Deleon, Anthony DiGiovanni, Emmett Djuren, Atreyu Eagle 
Tail, Jonathan Faulkner, Ethan Honeymann, Tessa Jensen, Thomas Johnson, Avery 
Killian, Madelyn Kist, Ronnie Claire Noska, Justin Olson, Madison Perius, Marquise 
Poncelet, Evan Schultz, Daniel Zimmerman.

Second grade elementary basketball

The Staples-Motley boys 
basketball team was fi ring 
on all cylinders in a 79-47 
home win against Aitkin 
on Dec. 20, but didn’t have 
enough firepower to over-
come Pequot Lakes on the 
road, falling 85-70 on Dec. 
22.

Trey Skeesick was the 
leading scorer against 
Aitkin with 21 points and 
he added nine rebounds. 
Gavin Smith scored 18, but 
also had 12 rebounds, sev-
en steals and six assists.

Against Pequot Lakes, 
the Cardinals were within 
fi ve at halftime but didn’t 
stay close in the second 
half.

Team scores
Staples-Motley 79, Ait-

kin 47
Scoring: Trey Skeesick 21, 

Gavin Smith 18, Derek Ken-
nedy 11, Hunter Carlson 7, 
Josh Lombard 7, Jack Fietek 
6, Isaiah Ross-Bahn 2, Mason 
Rychner 2, Max Giza 2, Bentley 
Christensen 2, Chase Davis 1

Staples-Motley 70, Pe-
quot Lakes 85

Smith 27, Skeesick 12 Ken-
nedy 10, Ross-Bahn 8, Giza 6, 
Lombard 3, Fietek 2, Rychner 
2

Gavin Smith scores on a fast break basket in the 
team’s win against Aitkin. Smith scored 18 against Ait-
kin and followed that up with a 21 point game at Pequot 
Lakes. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Score two more

The Staples-Motley pep band has been entertaining crowds before games this 
season with some exciting new songs and new musicians. Pictured, student Brian 
Sterriker, right, directs the band. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Inspirational music for sporting events

Boys click in hoop win


