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Lakeland PBS launches “218Life" series
Hilltop Kitchen receives funding
Moatley City Council passes on new tanker truck
Scheol referendum plan and tax impact
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Seclion basketball . Staples-Matley boys basketball team
reached the Section BAA finals with a win over Osakis, only to fall in the finals against
Perham. Pictured above, the swarming defense stopping Osakis included, from left,
Jogiah Burton, Conner Kuhns, Noah Larson, Carter Sarbaum and Eli RHutten. See
story, page 7a. (Photo by Staples-Molley School District)

Building owner prompts
council to explore fire
damage communication

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editar

A local business owner asked the Sta-
ples City Council about communication on
when a property is damaged by a fire at an
adjacent proper iy

At the March 10 council meeting, Allesia
Gonier said ghe owns the building next 1o
the Staples Theater building. When a fire
broke out at the upper portion of the the-
ater building, the Staples Fire Department
used Gonier's building to access the fire.
She said there was damage o her rool and
water seeped in and damaged the carpet in
her building,

She said the new business she is putting
in the building was about two weeks away,
but the water damage now has made it four
o six weeks away Mrom opening.

Gonier said she talked to the owner of
the theater building, Aaron Ekola, but he
said he doesn't have insurance on that
building. She said she doesn’'t want to
report it to her insurance company hecalss
ag a new policy holder, they could Kick her
off of that insurance.

Gonier said she only learned about the

fire after talking to someone else, She asked
the council if there was a procedurs to
inform property owners when there is a
fire that affects their property

Sacond fire

The theater building also had a second
fire on March 4, which the council had dis-
cu=sed earlier in the meeting, City Admin-
istrator Jerel Nelsen said a police officer
saw flames in the middle of the night and
the Staples Fire Department was able to put
it out, The fire marshal said the second fire
was likely rekindled from an amber from
the first fire, Nelsen said the fire marshal
has not determined the cause of the first
fire yet,

Gonier said she didn’l learn about the
second fire either, until two days later

“I expect to be informed when these
things happen,” said Gonier

The council was not sure il there is a fire
department palicy to inform adjacent prop-
erty owners and =aid they would research
it. The council discussed ideas on how to
inform nearby landowners.

“We need to do everything we can to help
a new business downtown,” said Mayvor Ron
Murray
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Motley man stabbed
multiple limes, sustains
life-threatening injuries

The Morrison County
Sherifls Office reports that
on March 15, st approx-
imately 7:14 a.m,, their
office received a 911 call of
a person that was stabhed
al a residence located off
Cherry Lane, approximately
six miles south of Motley, in
Seandia Valley Township.

According to the sherills
affice, deputies responded
to thiz location and learned
that a S3-vear-old male
victim identified as Douglas
Alan Denio from Motley, sul-
fered several stab wounds.
He was transported to Lake-

wood Health Svstem Hospi-

tal in Staples by Lakewood
Ambulance and was later

transported to St. Cloud

Hosapital with life-threat-
ening injuries. The =ns-

pect, #a-year-old Christian
Ray Denio of Motley, was
arrvested and ransported (o
the Morrison Countly Jail
where he 15 awaiting formal

charges.

The investigation is
Ongoing.

The Morrison

County Sheriff’s Office
was assisted at the scene
by the Scandia Valley First
Response Team, Mavo

Clinic Ambulance, Lake-

woold Ambulance and the
MM Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension.,

Christian Hay Denio

Industrial building sale
approved, lots rezoned

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples City Couneil
approved the sale of the city
industrial building and the
31 acre parce] surrounding

it. At their March 10 meet-
ing, the council approved
selling the building and
property for 647,000 to
Anstin Redemske, owner
of Olander Tooling and
Machining, A portion of the

building is eurrently used
by Aceura Tool & Engineer-
ing, and the two businesses
have an agreement o keep
them in that space,

This was the first read.

See STAPLES on page 10a
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The Cass County ice rescue vehicle near a patch of open water. See story, page 10a. (Submitted photo)
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Motley City Council reluctant to
purchase out-of-state fire truck

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Motley Fire Chief Todd
Judd will have to wait a bit
longer before purchasing
a new tanker truck for the
fire department.

At the Motley City
Council’s regular meeting
March 9, Judd reported
he’d been in touch with
RWC Enterprises, LL.C, out
of Portland Oregon, who
had a new truck available
for the price of $148,788.
However, they required a
certified check or money
wired to them in advance
before the truck would be
delivered.

Mayor Pat O’Regan said
he had a problem with that,
as did council members
Steve Johnson and Nikki
Bjerga, the latter of which
noted that once money is
wired to someone, it’s gone.

Chief Judd said that he
had found this company
and reached out to them,
not vice versa.

Johnson said he didn’t

want to ruffle any feath-

ers, but he wondered
why the fire department
wouldn’t do business with
a company in Minnesota?
Because there’s not a new
tanker truck in the state
that’s ready to go, Judd
said.

City Clerk/Treasurer
Tami Brotherton said that

the sales invoice is confus-

ing. In one place it states
that payment is due before
delivery, and in another
that it’s due upon delivery.
Judd said he does not feel
worried about their pro-
posal.

Council member April
Skeesick-Larson said she
feels the company should
meet the city half-way, that
payment should not be
required until the truck
has been delivered. Instead
of RWC Enterprises, LLC
calling the shots, the city
could turn the table on

them and be the ones to call
the shots.

The department’s cur-
rent tanker was ordered in
1993. “It’s had a long life,”
Chief Judd said.

Judd said that he’s been
working on ordering this
truck for the past eight
months. He was not look-
ing forward to starting all
over from square one.

Johnson noted that he’s
seen at least five or six
trucks sitting on the lot of
a dealership in Royalton.
Judd answered that those
trucks are all used ones.

In a roll call vote, the
council unanimously
decided against paying for
the truck prior to delivery,
as was requested by the
company.

Johnson told Judd that
he is 100 percent for the fire
department, noting that
he’d been their liaison for
10 years. “I want the truck,”
Johnson said, going on to
say he’d like to pursue bids
from Minnesota.

Bjerga said she felt the
council needed to trust
Judd on this, but also felt
they needed to re-negotiate
with the Oregon company.

In other matters the
council:

o HELD a public hear-
ing at which they adopted
Ordinance No. 192 amend-
ing the City Code to update
the City Fee Schedule. The
Summary Publication was
approved as well.

o HEARD from Gretta
Trantina regarding the
upcoming June Fest,
sponsored by the Motley
Community Events Orga-
nization (MCEO). Per the
organization’s request, the
council approved a special
event permit for the MCEO
in regard to the upcoming
June Fest. This included
council approval for the
following: waiving fees; a
temporary liquor license;
city employees to work
activities on the clock; and

closing city streets for the
fun run and parade. In
addition, the council:

o APPROVED a $3,000
donation from the city’s 10
percent gambling funds to
go toward June Fest.

o APPROVED Greg
Weber as the Planning and
Zoning Commission Chair,

as appointed by the plan-

ning commission.

o HEARD monthly
report from Fire Chief
Todd Judd which included

a total of 18 calls for Feb-

ruary.
o APPROVED hiring an
applicant for the firefighter

position, pending the per-

son’s background check
and physical.

o HEARD monthly
report from Police Chief
Al Yoder which included a

total of 42 calls for Febru-

ary.
o HEARD monthly
report from Public Works

Supervisor Bruce Brother-

ton during which he noted
the John Deere snowblower
sold for $770 and the plow
truck’s rear springs were
replaced. He went on to
say that materials for the
splash pad at Converse
Park have been delivered
and that he hopes to have
it completed by Memorial
Day.

o HEARD from City
Clerk/Treasurer Tami
Brotherton who noted a

Sourcewell Funding Oppor-

tunity. She also mentioned
a training opportunity at
Sourcewell on March 25 she
wanted to attend and was
given permission by the
council to close the office
that day, as the deputy clerk
will be out of town that day.

o SCHEDULED a perfor-

mance review for Bruce

Brotherton after the regu-

lar council meeting April
13.

o APPROVED waiving
the penalty fee for Rich’s
Seafoods.

° VOTED AGAINST an

ordinance amending the
Planning Commission and
Board of Adjustment Pro-
visions, as well as the Sum-
mary Publication of the
ordinance.

o APPROVED unani-
mously the Planning Com-
mission Membership and
Appointment Policy, whch
said the commission shall
consist of five (5) voting
members, as determined by
the city council.

o DISCUSSED amend-
ing the city code regarding
THC (tetrahydrocannabi-
nol) Retail Sales to conform
with state law. Currently,
Ordinance No. 205 regu-
lates the sale of THC prod-
ucts in the City of Motley.
However, Tami Brotherton
reached out to the city’s
lawyer and was told that
it does not appear that the
City of Motley has the
authority to limit retail
registrations for lower-po-
tency hemp edible retailer
licenses., which means
the city’s ordinance would
need to be amended. Tami
Brotherton noted that
Motley Discount Liquor,
Orton’s Holiday and Ten-Hi
are licensed by the Office
of Cannabis Management,
but only Motley Discount
Liquor has registered with
the city.

o APPROVED donating
$500 to Horizon Health, an
organization which serves
seniors and family caregiv-
ers in Motley and the sur-
rounding area. This comes
out of the city’s 10 percent
funds.

o HEARD from
Skeesick-Larson during
the council forum regard-
ing the newsletter which
was put together by the
city’s deputy clerk Kris-
ten Ziegler. “Awesome
job,” Skeesick-Larson said,
adding, “Thanks.”

o SET next regular coun-
cil meeting for Monday,
April 13, 4:30 p.m.

Updating area organizations

matthewjensen@lakewoodhealthsystem.com

Editor’s note: we are updating our community organizations
list, please let us know if we are missing your group or if
there is another contact person for your organization. Send
updates to editor@staplesworld.com or call 218-894-1112.

All Veterans & Community Park, Huck Holst 218-296-

2469

www.staplesmnveteranspark.org
American Legion Auxiliary, Arlene Grover 218-894-2254

American Legion Post, Motley, Alan Marshall 218-352-

6757

Barn Quilts of Central Minnesota 218-894-2906
www.barnquiltsmn.org

Bicycle Club, Bob Hamann 218-894-3139
www.lakesareabikeclub.com

Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Jace Carlson 218-330-9408
E-mail: jhzjg99@gmail.com

Care Ministries 218-894-1723

Central Minnesota Boys Choir, Sheila Edin 218-894-3576
www.centralmnboyschoir.com

Discover Staples Tourism, Renee Kroll 480-678-5926

Dollars for Scholars, Bryan Winkels 218-296-2425

Engage! by Lakewood, Alicia Bauman 218-894-8215
aliciabauman@lakewoodhealthsystem.com

England Prairie Pioneer Club, Shelly Dukowitz 218-296-

2611

www.england-prairie.org

Lamplighter Community Theatre, Justin Edin
Ictstaples@gmail.com or Ictstaples.com

LEAP (Leadership, Engagement, Advocacy & Positive-

ness)

Tim Rice 218-296-0396 timrice513@gmail.com
Lions Club Staples ’93, Amy Leidenfrost 218-894-1935

Lions Club Staples Host, Frank Leidenfrost 218-894-1935

Living Legacy Gardens, Tammy Rick 218-296-2795

trick@clecmn.edu

Meals on Wheels, LuAnn Braford 218-894-2556
Ministerial Association, Carl Larson 218-894-1546
0Old Wadena Society oldwadenarendevous.org

Piecemakers of Staples Quilt Club, Lisa Kajer 218-894-

2906

Red Hat Society, Judy Marte 218-894-2634

Rotary Club, Jerel Nelsen 218-894-2550

Senior Citizens, LuAnn Braford 218-296-2804
Snowmobile Club, Todd County Trail, Bernard Mumm

218-894-1835

Staples Amateur Baseball Assoc., Chris Etzler 218-296-

1419

Staples Area Men’s Chorus, Kevin Olsen 218-296-2430

www.staplesmen.org

Staples Area Women’s Chorus www.stapleswomen.org

Staples Motley Area Community Foundation, Nick

Trout
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Lions Club donates

The Staples Host Lions Club recently donated $250
to Freshwater Education District for their ‘Reading for the
Future’ program. Pictured, from left, Lisa Wick, Freshwa-
ter Education District; Staples Host Lion Blaine Quast;
Eric Weber, Freshwater Education District. (Staples

World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Motley area law enforcement

Recent reports from the
Motley Police Dept. (MPD)
and Morrison County Sher-
iff’s Office (M CSO) included
the following:

March 10 - Motley Police
received a report from
a Motley resident of his
Samsung S-25 Plus cell
phone, valued at $900, that
was missing when he was
in Las Vegas. His 360 loca-
tions show the phone was
at an address in Murrieta,
Calif. Motley Police called
the Riverside County Sher-
iff’s Office and requested
that they send a deputy to
go check that address.

March 9 - Motley Police
spoke with a resident at
the 100 block of Eledredge
St. E., Motley, regarding an
ordinance violation of his
garbage cans being out in

A6R. STAPL
5 Lioks

the street.

March 6 - Motley Police
spoke with a resident at
the 400 block of 3rd Ave. S.,
Motley, regarding their gar-
bage cans being out on the
streets all week. They were
issued a warning for this
ordinance violation.

March 9 - The MCSO
received a report of a theft
at the 1000 block of 360th
St., Motley.

March 9 - A Morri-
son County deputy was
dispatched to a vehicle
on the road (VOR) at the
32000 block of Atlantic Rd.,
Cushing. Upon arrival, the
deputy found the vehicle
was unoccupied. Contact
was made with the owner
and no injuries were
reported.
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Lions Club donates

The Staples Host Lions Club recently made several
donations to area organizations. Above, Mary Kobliska,
Staples ‘93 Lions member accepts a donation of $500
from Staples Host Lion Blaine Quast. The money will
go toward the ‘93 Lions’ Easter Eggstravaganza. Below,
Jeanne Rohr accepts a donation of $500 from Lion
Blaine Quast for the Staples Motley Artistic Hall of Fame,
which is holding their induction ceremony Saturday, April
11, at Centennial Auditorium in Staples. (Staples World

photos by Dawn Timbs)

FFA/FFA Alumni 218-894-5414

Five Wings Arts Council, Miranda Lape 218-895-5660
www.FWAC.org

Foster Grandparent Program, Jon Knopik 320-229-4593

Friends of Staples Public Library, Gloria Palmer 218-

894-1204
WWW.griver.org

Girl Scouts, Nancy McMullen 320-247-4562 girlscoutslp.

org
Historical Society, Tom Kajer 218-894-2906

Lake Country ATV Riders, Paul & Jen DeBoer 218-640-

5679

lakecountryatv.utv@gmail.com or lakecountryat-

vriders.com
Lakes Area Pregnancy Support, Lisa Boie 218-295-5200
www.lakesareapregnancy.org
Lakewood Health System Foundation
Matthew Jensen 218-898-7960

INJURED?

‘We've Helped Thousands
Gat Compeansation

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Car Accidents
Personal Injury
Workers' Compensation

218-963-5393

www.Fieldslnjury.com

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attornay

FIELDS

troutnicholas@gmail.com or staplesmotleyfoun-

dation.org
Staples Volunteer Fire Department, Cole Yungbauer
218-296-1292
Staples Motley Area Arts Council, Tim Rice 218-296-0396
www.staplesmotleyarts.org
Staples Chamber of Commerce, Zoe Zuhlsdorf
stapleschamber@gmail.com
Staples Motley Beyond Poverty, Gail Honek 218-894-1105
staplesmotleybeyondpoverty.org
Staples Softball Association, Leo Carlson 218-296-2026
Sustainable Farming Assoc. of Central MN
844-922-5573 ext. 704
central@sfa-mn.org or www.sfa-mn.org/central/
Wahoo Valley Area MDHA, Walt Wiese 218-640-5423

Whiskey Creek Film Festival, whiskeycreekfilmfesti-

val.org
Women of Today, Nicky Anderson 507-381-0786

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

+ Fair Cash Offer + No House Repairs

* Quick Closing  + Simple Home Sale
» No Realtor Fees - Convenient Closing Date

Call (844) 978-0683

LizBuys
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The
Staples World

newspaper
thanRs you for your
continued support
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Hilltop Kitchen
receives funding

A community meeting
will take place Saturday,
March 28, 2026, 10 a.m. at
the Hilltop Kitchen Dining
Room, Eagle Bend to cele-
brate the Hilltop Square
Regional Housing project
(Eagle Bend, former Eagle
Bend School) receiving
State Housing funding.

Updates will be given on
the 23-unit, 55-plus housing
project including funding
awarded, timelines, next
steps, how you can help,
what to expect in the future
as well as an auditorium
project.

The meeting is open
to the public. This is a
regional project in which

senior housing will be
available to individuals/
couples age 55+.

Deanna Hemmesch from
Central MN Housing Part-
nership will be available for
questions, as well as clari-
fication updates from com-
mittee leaders Jay Eckel
and Verna Toenyan.

Contact Verna Toenyan,
320-815-4301 or Jay Eckel
218-639-7966 for questions in
advance.

Sponsored by Initiative
Foundation, TCCA, Blan-
din Boost Grant.

Sharon Notch
Committee Member

Staples Police

report

Recent incidents on
the Staples Police Report
included:

March 1, Staples Police
assisted with a vehicle
fire on Airport Road. The
vehicle was seen smoking
from the front brakes area.
Staples Fire Department
watered down the brakes to
cool them down.

March 2, Staples Police
assisted with a parent
whose child was destroying
items in their apartment.

March 3, Staples Police
assisted with a credit card
fraud and stolen identity
attempt. The subject’s driv-
er’slicense had been altered
and used to attempt to make
a purchase.

March 4, Staples Police
assisted with a suicidal sub-

ject.

March 4, Staples Police
assisted in an incident
where a subject possibly
had a weapon.

March 5, Staples Police
assisted in shutting off
water to a residence on 7th
Street SE. It was reported
that there were two feet of
water in the basement. The
City of Staples arrived to
turn the water off.

March 6, Staples Police
assisted with a report of a
restraining order violation
at a residence on Airport
Road.

March 7, Staples Police
received a report of wrong
way drivers on Highway 10,
with two vehicles heading
west in the east bound lane
out of Motley.

Todd Cty Sheriff’s

report

Recent reports from the
Todd County Sheriff’s Office
(T'CSO) included:

March 5, 2026, 5:02
p.m.: TCSO received a 911
call reporting a structure
fire at a residence in rural
Aldrich, 20820 464th St. Todd
County Dispatch paged
Bertha and Hewitt Fire
Dept. to respond to the fire.

A Todd County Deputy
arrived shortly after the
call, to find the east side of
the residence engulfed in
flames. Bertha and Hewitt
Fire Dept. arrived on scene
and extinguished the
flames. Firemen were able
to remove some dogs from
the residence, however, sev-
eral dogs perished in the
fire. No other injuries were
reported.

The fire is currently
under investigation by the
Minnesota State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office. TCSO was
assisted on scene by the
Bertha and Hewitt Fire
Depts., Lakewood Health
System Ambulance, Todd-
Wadena Electric and the
Staples Veterinary Clinic.

Feb. 24, 2026, 7:52 a.m.:
TCSO responded to a two-ve-
hicle accident on Cty Rd 10
near the City of Osakis.

Preliminary investiga-
tion indicated a vehicle trav-

eling eastbound on Cty Rd
10 lost control due to ice-cov-
ered roadways. The vehicle
slid into the westbound lane
and collided with a vehicle
traveling westbound.

As a result of the colli-
sion, the westbound vehicle
left the roadway and entered
the north ditch of Cty Rd 10.
The eastbound vehicle also
left the roadway and over-
turned.

Both drivers were evalu-
ated at the scene, reported
no injuries and were
released at the scene. Assist-
ing were the Osakis Police
Dept and Osakis Fire and
Rescue.

Feb. 22, 2026, 4 p.m.:
TCSO received a 911 call
reporting a one vehicle roll
over on Cty Rd 32, east of
Cty Rd 1, rural Todd Cty.
Kathleen Bogatzki, of rural
Bertha, was traveling west
on Cty Rd 32, when her vehi-
cle left the roadway, struck
a field approach and rolled.
Bogatzki was operating a
2019 Jeep Renegade at the
time of the crash and was
transported to Astera hospi-
tal with injuries. TCSO was
assisted on scene by Bertha
Fire Dept, Bertha Ambu-
lance, Astera Ambulance
and Petrie’s Towing.

Todd County court

MARCH 11

Long Prairie Police

Jhoana Altamirano Montanez,
Long Prairie. Driving without a valid
license for vehicle class or type.
Fine $100. Fee $85. Child passen-
ger restraint system-age 4 or older/
booster seat/safety. Fine $50.

Yurico Selene Hernandez Garcia,
Long Prairie. Driving after revocation.
Fine $200. Fee $85.

Lori A. Larson, Burnsville. Issuing
worthless check. Continued. Unsu-
pervised probation. Restitution $30.

Tristen Lorentz Molden, Fosston.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85,

MN Dept. Natural Resources

Dennis Harold Breitenfeldt, Long
Prairie. Fish and Game-lend, borrow
or transfer a license tag or seal. Fine
$200. Fee $85. Big game-fail to reg-
ister deer as required. Fine $100.

Taylor Lee Mattson, Otsego. ER
Big Game-take deer with invalid
bonus permit (before valid). Fine
$100. Fee $85.

Cedric David Pichotta, Glencoe.
Fish and Game-knowingly direct/
allow/permit minor to illegally or vio-
late fish and game. Fine $100. Fee
$85.

MN State Patrol

Aaliyah Lynn Bellanger, Burnsville.
Duty to drive with due care. Fine $40
Fee $85.

Lobsang Yessid Collazo Rosario,

Clarissa. NO MN Drivers license.
Fine $100. Fee $85.

Dexter Joel Leer, Vadnais Heights.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Khristopher Michael Lerol, Sabin.
Hands free law. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Amy Sue Moldenhauer, Sauk
Centre. Hands free law. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Michael Keith Osborne, Dicken-
son, ND. Speed 84/70. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Hector Manuel Perez, West
Fargo, ND. Speed 88/70. Fine 460,
Fee $85. No MN Drivers license.
Fine $100.

Daniel Louiss Stafki, Grey Eagle.
Expired registration. Fine $30. Fee
$85.

Staples Police Dept.

Alexis Isabelle Hunter, Sta-
ples. Driver who is not owner must
later produce proof of insurance if
required. Fine $200. Fee $85.

Angela Elizabeth Johnson, Detroit
Lakes. Driving after suspension. Fine
$200. Fee $85.

Todd County Sheriff

Olivia Josephine Avery, St. Cloud.
Domestic assault-bodily harm. Con-
tinued. Local confinement (2 days,
stay O yr 0 mo O days credit for time
served: 2 days). Supervised proba-
tion, 1 yr. Fine $50. Disorderly con-
duct. Dismissed.

Katelyn Ann Berg, Staples.
Liquor-consumption by persons

75 Years Aco- 1951

oMarch 15,1951 - Norman
Anderson, instructor of dra-
matics of the Staples high
school, has selected the
cast for the annual senior
class play which will be pre-
sented in April. The title of
the play is “Stranger in the
Night.”

Included in the cast are:
Barbara Batcher, Pat Bartol,
Dick Engdahl, Leon Cross,
Elaine Thompson, John
Strom, Helen Amundson,
Loren Coleman, Shirley
Kalisch, Harold Barrett,
Joan Koval and Rose Marie
Hildahl.

o March 15, 1951 - Miss
Aleen Shinabarger, Future
Homemakers of America
district vice president, was
chosen one of the ten girls
to represent the state of
Minnesota at the National

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs

-o-

Convention which is to be at
Estes Park, Colorado, June
18 - 23.

Miss Shinabarger, Joyce
Johnson, Marlys Olson,
Coreene Palava and Geor-
gene Sapp represented the
Staples chapter at the state
convention held at the Rad-
dison Hotel March 9 and 10.

o March 15, 1951 - Fire of
undetermined origin dam-
aged the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Walter Fellman on
Fourth Street southwest
in Staples early Thursday
morning, March 8, causing
an unestimated loss to the
building and contents.

About 4:20 o’clock in the
morning Jerry, the eight-
year-old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Fellman, who had his bed-
room next to the attic, was
awakened by smoke seeping
into his room. He was fright-
ened, but called to his par-
ents in the next room, and
the three of them rushed
outside in their night cloth-
ing, barely escaping from
their burning home. The
temperature was reported
at eight below zero at that
time.

o March 15, 1951 - For the
past several weeks remod-
eling operations have been
going on at Batcher’s Fed-
erated Store in Staples, in
that the women’s ready-to-
wear department has been
remodeled and redecorated
with the result that a new
and very modernistic
appearance now greets the
customers of the store.

Inlaid linoleum has
been placed on the steps
leading to the department.
The walls have been tinted
with a lime green, all count-
ers and shelving has been
painted a rose color, and
the baseboards and counter
tops have been painted a
maroon.

o March 15, 1951 - Mrs.
George Martin, who is
seriously ill in the Staples
Municipal hospital, was
pleasantly surprised when
her sons Jerry and Milo
arrived in Staples Tuesday
afternoon to be with her.

Both young men left
Anchorage, Alaska Monday
morning by plane arriv-
ing in Minneapolis, but
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Looking back

too late to take the train to
Staples. They arrived here
by bus Tuesday afternoon.
Bob Martin was expected to
arrive in Staples Wednesday
to be with his mother.

50 Years Aco - 1976

o March 11, 1976 - A
break-in at the Lincoln
Model Nongraded school
early Wednesday morn-
ing, March 3, resulted in
an undetermined amount
of money being stolen
and some vandalism done
within the building.

H. Michael Carr, Staples
Chief of Police, reported
that it is believed that the
break-in took place between
1-5a.m. that day. Entry was
gained by breaking the pad-
lock on the west door.

o March 11, 1976 - The
Motley Fire Department
was called out on two sep-
arate occasions during the
past weeks.

Tuesday, Feb. 24, the
Motley Firemen were called
to a chimney fire at the
Peter Mares residence at
Lincoln. That same day, they
answered the alarm to Den-
ny’s Body Shop in Motley.

o March 11, 1976 - The
Motley Junior High Team
participated in the Aitkin
Junior High tournament
Feb. 23.

Terri Trout, storyteller,
and Elaine Johnson, Seri-
ous Prose interpreter,
received blue ribbons for
their participation.

o March 11, 1976 - Twelve
members of Coach Tom
Wolhowe’s Cardinal Bas-
ketball team have earned
letters in the sport for
the 1975-76 season, it was
reported. They include
Dave Blanchard, Tom Back-
berg, Mark Redemske, Paul
Flack, Brian Bates, Steve
Grossman, Mark Matanich,
Greg Peterson, Steve Rand-
gaard, Bob Nurnberger,
Bruce Baustian and Bruce
Crocker.

o March 11, 1976 - Pil-
lager School students were
involved in the school’s first
timber harvest last Friday
as an area logger demon-
strated quality forest man-
agement in action.

Host for the harvest was
the Pillager School’s Forest
located east on Cass County
Road 34, south on 49th Ave.
and down the logging trail.

Local logger, Rod Enberg,
owner of Enberg Logging
Supply of Motley, donated
his services for the harvest
and will donate the revenue
from the timber back to the
school. The money will fund
the school forestry program
taught by Karl Kaufmann.

25 Years Aco - 2001

o March 15, 2001 - Don
Droubie of Staples was
appointed as the new
member of the Staples
Motley school board at a
special meeting Monday
evening.

Droubie will be sworn
in at the regular meeting
of the board March 19. He
will fill the vacancy caused
by the resignation of long-
time board member Wayne
Haglin whose term expires
Dec. 31, 2001.

o March 15, 2001 - Motley
Staples Middle School choir
members participated in
the “World’s Largest Con-
cert” held March 9 via satel-

Myster

photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive photo is from
1976. Do you know who these people are and perhaps
the context of the photo? Do you have a memory to
share? Email your answers and where you’re from to
dtimbs@staplesworld.com by Friday, or call 218-894-
1112. The answers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

lite in the music room.

Over 60 MSMS students,
under the direction of Mrs.
Rohr, sang along with mil-
lions of other participants
joining voices around the
world for the annual event.

Sixty million people sang
in last year’s event, hosted
by National Music Edu-
cators. This is the fourth
year that MSMS students
have been involved in the
event. This year’s them was
“Music - Pass it On.” Win-
ners of the music T-shirts
were David Gast, Jessica
Pogreba and Justin Edin.

o March 15, 2001 - Local
Girl Scouts took delivery of
709 cases of cookies March 7.
That’s 8,508 boxes sold this
year compare to last year’s
total of 4,713 boxes. On hand
to help sort the cases were
Scouts Beth Hoyt, Brianne
Hove and Sam Rosenthal;
Leader Cathy Hove, Cookie

Coordinator Julie Rosen-
thal; Community Coordina-

tor Corlie Hoyt.

o March 15, 2001 - The
Guthrie on Tour production
of “Molly Sweeney” will
be presented at Centennial
Auditorium in Staples at

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 10.

“The Guthrie Theater has
a prestigious national rep-
utation and to have them
approach us to present a
theater production is out-
standing,” said Ken Scar-
brough, superintendent of
Staples Motley Schools and
managing director of Cen-
tennial Auditorium. Scar-
brough is also a member of
the Staples Motley CAPP
(Comprehensive Arts Plan-
ning Program) committee,
presenters of the Guthrie
on Tour production.

10 Years Aco - 2016

o March 17, 2016 - Lynn
(Kelly) Lenk of rural Sta-
ples, who comes from a long
line of Irish descendants,
has been dubbed a lepre-
chaun by many who share
her heritage. She looks for-
ward to celebrating St. Pat-
rick’s Day March 17, and
has been busy making Irish
brown bread and prepar-
ing the traditional corned-
beef and cabbage meal her
family enjoys each year. Her
St. Paddy’s Day beverage
of choice? “Green beer, of
course.”

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery photo published in the Sept.
16, 1976 edition of the Staples World featured Flight
winners in the Terrace Golf Club’s tournament. Back
row, from left: Ed Bounds, champion second flight;
Frank Odell, champion seventh flight; Carl LaBonte,
champion sixth flight; Lloyd Palmer, champion fifth flight.
In front: Butch Nyhus, champion fourth flight. Missing
from the picture: third flight winner Gordon Stolhanske.

under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Sheldon Ray, Jr. Boyd, Isle.
Liquor-consumption by persons
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Jaider Medina Batista, Long Prai-
rie. Driving without a valid license for
vehicle class or type. Fine $100. Fee
$85.

Jose Roberto Nunez Cabral,
Flensburg. Speed 66/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Antony Joel Ortiz Carcamo, Mur-
dock. Driving without a valid license
for vehicle class or type. Fine $100.
Fee $85.

Oscar Yovany Parias Dominguez,
Perham. Speed 78/60. Fine $60.
Fee $85.

Jeremiah Lee Peterson, Wadena.
Liquor-consumption by persons
under 21. Fine $100. Fee $85.

Eider J. Valdes Farina, Chicago,
IL. Driving without a valid license for
vehicle class or type. Fine $100. Fee
$85.

Nelson Mercedes Valdez Rodri-
guez, Long Prairie. Driving after revo-
cation. Fine $200. Fee $85.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 2, 2026.

Jeanette Marie King, Eagle Bend.
3rd degree DWI-operate motor vehi-
cle-alcohol concentration 0.08 within
2 hours. Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (364 days, stay O yr 0 mo 334

days for 4 yr credit for time served:
2 days). Supervised probation, 4 yr.
Sentenced. Fine $400. Fee $75.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 3, 2026.

Kimorah Laulul Yobech, Long
Prairie. Domestic assault-intention-
ally inflicts/attempts to inflict bodily
harm on another. Dismissed. Disor-
derly conduct. Local confinement
(90 days, stay O yr mo 89 days for
1 yr credit for time served: 1 day),
Supervised probation, 1 yr. Fine
$100. Fee $75. Liquor-consumption
by persons under 21. Dismissed.

Rayshawn Malik Frelix, Brainerd.
Driving after revocation. Sentenced.
Fine $50. Fee $75. Cannabis open
package-possess in motor vehicle.
Dismissed.

Kami Khristine Fritz, Wadena.
Drugs-5th degree-possess Schedule
1,2,3,4 or paraphernalia residual-not
Cannabis/hemp. Sentenced. Local
confinement (364 days, stay 319
days for 1 yr credit for time served:
4 days. Supervised probation, 1 yr.
Fine $250. Enter into and sign pro-
bation contract.

Carl Raymond Peterson, Swan-
ville. 3rd degree DWI-Refuse to
submit to chemical test; breath or test
refusal or failure. Local confinement
(364 days, stay O yr 0 mo 361 days
for 4 yr credit for time served. Super-

vised probation, 4 yr. Fine $500.
Fee $105. 4th degree DWI-operate
motor vehicle under influence of
alcohol. Dismissed.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Heidi L.
Hovis Seventh District Court in
Todd County March 4, 2026.

Nathaniel Jon Kettner, Willmar.
3rd Degree DWI-operate motor vehi-
cle-alcohol concentration .08 within
2 hours. Sentenced. Local confine-
ment (364 days, stay 334 days for
4 yr credit for time served: 1 day).
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine $50.
Fee $455.

Corbin John Pierce, Eagle Bend.
Theft-take/use/transfer movable
property-no consent. Dismissed.

Theft. Continued. Unsupervised pro-
bation.

David William Sauer, Burtrum.
Criminal vehicular operation-bodily
harm-under influence alcohol. Dis-
missed. DWI4-operate motor vehicle
under influence of alcohol. Dismissed.
Traffic collision-driver involved fails to
stop for collision-driven or attended
vehicle. Dismissed. Criminal vehic-
ular operation-bodily harm-alcohol
concentration .08 or more within 2
hours of driving. Local confinement
(364 days, stay O yr 0 mo 344 days
for 4 yr credit for time served: 5 days).
Supervised probation, 4 yr. Fine
$400. Fee $75.
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School referendum
plan and tax impact

By Shane Tappe,
Superintendent of Staples-
Motley Schools

As superintendent, one
of my most important re-
sponsibilities is to keep
the school community in-
formed about the district’s
long-term, big-picture plans
to continue improving the
education we offer our Sta-
ples-Motley students.

On Tuesday, April 14, res-
idents will vote on a $42.5
million bond referendum
designed to improve safety,
modernize learning spaces,
and expand career and tech-
nical education opportuni-
ties for students across our
district. The plan reflects
months of community input
and careful financial plan-
ning, which helped us nar-
row our focus to the most
pressing facilities needs.

If approved, the plan
would invest in safer school
entrances, improved securi-
ty systems, and better traf-
fic flow for student pick-up
and drop-off. It would mod-
ernize classrooms that were
built decades ago. It would
also allow us to relocate
fifth-grade students back
to the elementary school,
placing them in a learning
environment better suited
to their age while creating

space at the middle/high
school for growing academ-
ic programs.

In addition, the plan
would address aging infra-
structure that has reached
the end of its useful life,
including roofs, windows,
doors, and restrooms that
no longer meet accessibili-
ty standards. It would also
expand and improve Career
and Technical Education
spaces so students can train
with industry-standard
equipment in fields like
manufacturing, construc-
tion, culinary arts, and
nursing. Updates to activity
spaces like the Centennial
Auditorium, football field,
and track are also included,
making the experience bet-
ter for athletes, performers,
and audiences.

With all of these pro-
posed improvements, I con-
sistently have Staples-Mot-
ley residents ask how this
plan would impact taxes.
The answer is straight-
forward: if approved, the
school district’s portion of
the property tax rate would
not change.

Through careful finan-
cial planning, new debt
from the referendum would
replace existing debt as it
is paid off. This phased ap-
proach keeps the tax rate

stable and unchanged for
taxpayers while allowing
the district to make signif-
icant improvements in our
schools that will enhance
education and better set
our students up for success.
Though the question on the
ballot will refer to a tax in-
crease due to state law about
the wording, if approved by
voters, the school district’s
tax rate will not change.

This plan represents a
responsible investment in
our students, our schools,
and our community, bal-
ancing educational needs
with financial stewardship.
The district is committed
to sharing clear, accurate
information and answering
questions so residents can
make an informed decision.

Additional details about
the plan, the tax impact,
and voting information can
be found at SpreadingOur-
Wings.org, along with an-
swers to frequently asked
questions.

Thank you for taking the
time to learn more and for
your continued engagement
in the future of Staples-Mot-
ley Schools. Together, we
can ensure our facilities
serve students and our com-
munity well for years to
come. Go Cardinals!

Fischbach working on
health care issues

By U.S. Representative
Michelle Fischbach

Last fall, I supported leg-
islation that created a Ru-
ral Health Transformation
Program. The Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid re-
cently announced that Min-
nesota would receive $193
million from this program
in 2026. This investment is
a helping hand for rural
clinics and hospitals that
often struggle with limited
staff or aging equipment.
In plain terms, the money
will be used to help hire
and train more doctors
and nurses to work in ru-
ral areas, upgrade medical
equipment, and expand
“telehealth” services, which
let patients see specialists
via video visits from their
own homes. By focusing on
everyday health needs like
heart care and diabetes, this
funding is all about making
healthcare more reliable,
modern, and convenient for
everyone in Greater Minne-
sota, ensuring that your zip
code doesn’t determine the
quality of your care.

I recently had the oppor-
tunity to meet with River-
View Health to discuss how
this funding is especially
impactful for communi-
ty-owned, not-for-profit
health systems, like it, that
are facing financial strain.
I look forward to ensuring

this funding helps organiza-
tions like RiverView Health.

Health Insurance
CEOs

Ijoined my colleagues on
the House Ways & Means
Committee for a hearing
with the CEOs of the na-
tion’s largest health insur-
ance companies to address a
growing crisis: why health
care costs are soaring while
the quality of coverage de-
clines. We looked into the
few companies that own
everything from the insur-
ance plan to the pharmacy
and the doctor’s office, and
how they use that power to
raise costs.

I also had the opportu-
nity to ask Cigna Group
CEO David Cordani about
rural EMS providers in my
district who are struggling
with compensation issues.
It is unacceptable that our
first responders, who cover
hundreds of square miles
in rural communities, are
operating on razor-thin
margins due to unfair reim-
bursement rates. I specifi-
cally asked Mr. Cordani why
Cigna is effectively only
paying for half of an EMS
response by refusing to re-
imburse the cost of driving
to a scene and only paying
once a patient is in the am-
bulance. I will continue to
follow up with Cigna and
other insurance companies

y a

Published Wednesdays by RMM Publications
Office located at 207 4th St NE
Periodicals postage paid at Staples, Minnesota 56479.

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100 ¥
Telephone: 218-894-1112 - Fax: 218-894-3570
Toll Free: 1-888-894-1112
www.staplesworld.com - E Mail: editor@staplesworld.com
Deadline: 12 noon, Friday

©2026 RMM Publications

Official Newspaper for:

City of Staples, Todd County,
Staples-Motley School District,
Freshwater Ed. District and area townships.

Letters: Readers are encouraged to express their views by writing letters to the
editor. Letters are verified for authenticity, so please include a name, address and
phone number. Only the author's name and city will be published. Letters may be

edited for spelling and grammar errors, libel, length and other factors. Private thanks,
solicitations and libelous letters will not be published. Letters are printed on a space
available basis. The editor reserves the right to reject letters.

The deadline is 12 noon, Friday. Opinions expressed on this page

do not necessarily represent the views of this newspaper.

Printed at Quinco Press, Lowry, MN

to ensure fair pay for our
rural EMS.

Healthcare For All Act

Last month, I joined my
House colleagues in passing
the Lower Health Care Pre-
miums for all Americans
Act to reduce the cost of
health insurance. Instead
of using temporary fixes,
this bill tries to fix the root
causes of why insurance is
so expensive. For example,
it targets the “middlemen”
in the drug industry to en-
sure the discounts they get
are actually passed on to
you, and it provides direct
funding to help stabilize the
insurance market so prices
don’t spike every year.

The most helpful part of
this plan for many people is
that it gives you more pow-
er and more choices. If you
work for a small business
or work for yourself, you’d
be allowed to join together
with others to get the same
“bulk discount” rates that gi-
ant corporations get. It also
lets your boss give you tax-
free money to pick out your
own health plan, rather
than being stuck with what-
ever one plan the company
offers. By cutting through
red tape and encouraging
more competition between
insurance companies, the
bill aims to save the average
person about 12 percent on
their premiums.
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Quote of the week

“Far and away the best prize that life has
to offer is the chance to
work hard at work worth doing.”
— Theodore Roosevelt

Check facts when using
artificial intelligence

By Bryan Welk
Cass County Sheriff

We were recently asked
about covering the use of
artificial intelligence (AI),
including the risks and
safety concerns associated
with it, particularly from a
law enforcement and public
safety perspective. Since
this is relatively new tech-
nology, we are continuing
to learn more about its uses
and limitations, just like
you are. We will break down
the basics of Al, how it can
be used safely and what to
watch out for.

The Basics of Artificial
Intelligence

What It Is, What to Watch
Out For, and How to Use It
Safely

Artificial intelligence
(AI) is no longer a futuris-
tic idea—it’s already part
of everyday life. From voice
assistants and recommen-
dation systems to chatbots
and image generators, Al
tools are becoming increas-
ingly common. While AI
can be incredibly useful, it’s
important to understand its
basics, limitations, and how
to use it responsibly.

Artificial intelligence re-
fers to computer systems de-
signed to perform tasks that
typically require human
intelligence. These tasks
include understanding lan-
guage, recognizing images,
solving problems, and mak-
ing predictions based on
data.

Most Al systems today
are narrow Al, meaning
they are trained to perform
specific tasks rather than
think like a human. For ex-
ample:

« A chatbot can answer
questions or write text.

« A recommendation sys-
tem suggests videos or prod-

ucts.

- Image tools can recog-
nize faces or generate art-
work.

Al does not have emo-
tions, consciousness, or true
understanding—it works
by identifying patterns in
large amounts of data.

Al is used across many
fields, including:

« Education: tutoring
tools, writing assistance,
and language translation

« Healthcare: medical im-
age analysis and scheduling
support

» Business: customer ser-
vice chatbots and data anal-
ysis

- Entertainment: music,
video, and content recom-
mendations

When used correctly, Al
can save time, improve pro-
ductivity, and help people
learn and create more effi-
ciently.

What to Be Aware Of
When Using Al

Despite its benefits, Al
also comes with important
risks and limitations:

1. AI Can Be Wrong - Al
systems can generate confi-
dent-sounding but incorrect
information. This is espe-
cially risky when using Al
for research, health advice,
or legal topics. Always ver-
ify important information
with reliable sources.

2. Bias in AI - Al learns
from human-created data,
which means it can reflect
existing biases or unfair as-
sumptions. This can affect
hiring tools, facial recogni-
tion, or content moderation
if not carefully managed.

3. Privacy Concerns -
Some AI tools collect and
store user data. Sharing
sensitive personal informa-
tion—such as passwords, fi-
nancial details, or private
conversations—can put

your privacy at risk.

4. Over-Reliance - Relying
too heavily on Al can reduce
critical thinking and cre-
ativity. Al should support
human decision-making,
not replace it.

How to Use Al Safely and
Responsibly

To get the most benefit
from AI while minimizing
risks, follow these best prac-
tices:

» Think critically: Treat
Al output as a starting point,
not a final answer.

» Protect personal data:
Avoid sharing private or
sensitive information.

« Double-check facts: Es-
pecially for academic, pro-
fessional, or health-related
use.
» Use Al ethically: Do not
use Al to cheat, spread mis-
information, or harm oth-
ers.

« Understand the tool:
Learn what the AI is de-
signed to do—and what it
isn’t.

AI will continue to evolve
and play a larger role in so-
ciety. As it becomes more
powerful, understanding
how it works and how to
use it responsibly will be
essential. Education, trans-
parency, and ethical use will
determine whether AI be-
comes a positive force or a
source of harm.

While this information
is currently valid, it is like-
ly to change quickly. Al is
a powerful tool that can
enhance learning, creativi-
ty, and efficiency—but only
when used wisely. By un-
derstanding its basics, be-
ing aware of its limitations,
and using it safely, individ-
uals can take advantage of
AT’s benefits while avoiding
common pitfalls. The key is
balance: using Al as a help-
ful assistant, not an unques-
tioned authority.

First step to new Farm Bill

By Kalee Olson
Senior Policy Manager
Center For Rural Affairs

On March 5, the House
Committee on Agriculture
passed the Farm, Food, and
National Security Act, tak-
ing the first step in yet an-
other attempt to pass new
farm bill legislation.

The bill was approved
on a vote of 34-17, with all
Republican members joined
by seven Democrats to pass
the bill. The vote followed a
two-day mark-up, in which
committee members were
allowed to present amend-
ments and voice their sup-
port or opposition prior to
the final vote.

While a significant first
step, the fate of a new farm
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bill remains uncertain.
While the House committee
has taken action, the Senate
Committee on Agriculture
has yet to release and pass
its own version of the bill.
Even if these bills survive
their respective full floor
votes, the two versions
must be conferenced and
approved yet again by the
full House and Senate be-
fore proceeding to the pres-
ident’s desk.

Agricultural producers
and rural communities
have been waiting on a new
farm bill since the Agricul-
ture Improvement Act of
2018 first expired on Sept.
30, 2023. Since then, the 2025
budget reconciliation pack-
age (aka the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act) has complicat-
ed the relationship between
lawmakers who tradition-
ally show up to negotiate
on the farm bill. Tensions
remain particularly high

given OBBBA'’s investment
in crop insurance subsidies
over cuts to nutrition pro-
grams like SNAP.

The current farm bill
extension will expire on
Sept. 30. While six months
in length, this window will
become increasingly slim as
members of Congress turn
their attention to the No-
vember general election and
campaigning back home.

As lawmakers weigh
their options in the year
ahead, it’s important they
hear from their constitu-
ents about issues that affect
rural communities. You can
find contact information for
your members of Congress
here. If you would like assis-
tance contacting your U.S.
representative or senators
to demonstrate your sup-
port for rural communities,
please email me at kaleeo@
cfra.org.

Tips for parents to
make reading fun

In the spirit of National Reading Month, experts from
Reading Eggs - the national sponsor of Read Across Amer-
ica (RAA) — is sharing great ideas for parents to celebrate

reading with their child.

Literacy expert Sheila Robitaille, who leads professional
development for Reading Eggs has these fun ideas for par-

ents:

o Create a fun space “for reading only.” Use pillows, blan-
kets, treats, etc. to make it cozy and inviting.

o Let kids be the teacher -

have them read to you as if

they are the teacher and ask you questions about what they

read.

o Connect reading to a fun activity - do an art project,
cook food, take a nature walk or do something fun related

to what was read in the story.

o Turn on the subtitles - have subtitles running during
kids’ favorite TV shows or movies. They will tend to watch
the text and naturally read along.

“Reading is fun, but kids love it when Mom or Dad make
it a game,” said Robitaille. “One of my favorite ways to do
this is to let the child be the teacher. A little role-reversal
gives them a chance to show off their skills. The hard part
is not correcting them, just get into the play-acting of being

a kid and enjoy the moment.”
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Cardinal speech wins
Walker tournament

On March 7, the Staples-Motley
Speech team competed in the 54th

Chuck Beckman Memorial Tourna-

ment in Walker. The Staples-Motley

team won first place in the tourna-

ment, and with it $250 to donate to a
charity of the team’s choice.

The team win was built off of
plenty of individual success. In the
category of Creative Expression,
Maddock Harvey placed fourth and
Joshua Cushing received a ribbon. In
Discussion, Bella Hines placed fourth.

In Drama, Brynn Bestland placed
second in the honor final and Raina
Mikhaeil received a ribbon.

Matthew Jewison and Christopher

Mikhaeil placed fifth in the Duo hon-

or final. In Extemporaneous Reading,
Meredith Hoemberg placed sixth and
Ava Davis placed third in the honor fi-
nal. Angie Paklonsky placed seventh
in the Extemporaneous Speaking
honor final. In the category of Great
Speeches, Tristan Rendon placed first
and Raina Mikhaeil placed second.

Caleb Bestland placed sixth in Humor.
In Original Oratory, Annabella

Hurtig placed third in the honor fi-

nal and Hailey Richardt received a
ribbon. In Poetry, Brynn Bestland
placed first, Addie Brenny placed
third, and Nadia Santos placed sixth
in the honor final. In the category of
Prose, Tristan Rendon placed first in
the honor final and Lexi Ann received
a ribbon. In Storytelling, Maddock
Harvey placed first and Jackson Bitz-
er placed third in the honor final.
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Speech tournament champions
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Mar. 19

‘WaLk WitH A Doc’

wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/
join-a-walk/locations/sta-
ples-minnesota

Mar. 20

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meering Fridays in per-
son, 10:30 a.m., Motley Free
Methodist Church (lower
level), 33 Wellwood St. E.
Motley. All women welcome.

Mar. 22

CeLEBRATE RECOVERY GROUP
Meetings Sundays, 6 p.m.,
at Motley Free Methodist
Church, 33 Wellwood St. E.,
Motley.

Mar. 24

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA croup MtGs IN Sta-
pLes Tuesdays, 7 - 8 p.m.,
at Church of Christ, 27343
490th St., Staples. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

Mar. 28

FrRee CoMmMuNITY BREAKFAST
Saturday, Mar. 28, 9 - 10:30
a.m., at Motley United
Methodist Church, 847 3rd
Ave. S., Motley.

Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
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00

Menu
(o, O

Senior Nutrition
Program

Call mornings (218-979-4118)
the Thursday before to reserve
next week’s meal(s) and cur-
rent suggested donation info.
LSS Meals - traditional older
adult menu. Menu is subject to
change.

LOCATED AT: Staples Hi-
Rise, 615 4th St. NE, Staples. Se-
niors welcome to dine-in at 11:00
a.m., with meal reservations.

Staples
218-979-4118
March 23 - 27

Monpay - Spaghetti/meat
sauce, green beans, hot
spiced apples, dinner roll,
marg., vanilla wafers, 1%
milk.

Tuespay - Herb baked
chicken, rice pilaf, peas/
carrots, dinner roll, marg.,
chocolate pudding/topping,
1% milk.

WEepnespay - Smothered
chopped steak, baked po-
tato, sliced carrots, apple-
sauce cup, marg., sour
cream, wheat bread, 1%
milk.

THurspay - Scalloped po-
tatoes/ham, whole kernel
corn, tropical fruit cup,
wheat bread, marg., peanut
butter cookie, 1% milk.

Fripay - Cheese/egg bake,
diced herb potatoes, peas/
carrots, dinner roll, marg.,
chocolate chip cookie, 1%
milk.

March 30 - 31

Monpay - Country fried
chicken, cream gravy,
mashed potatoes, green
peas, wheat bread, marg.,
sugar cookie, 1% milk.

Tuespay - Beef stew, sliced
carrots, apple dump cake,
marg., biscuit, 1% milk.

wk13

The Staples-Motley team who won the Walker tour-
nament on March 7, back row left to right: Matthew Jew-
ison, Alex Tkalcich, Addie Brenny, Maddock Harvey;
Next row: Hayden Anderson, Jackson Bitzer, Meredith
Hoemberg, Jackson Alexander, Lexi Ann; Next row:
Angie Paklonsky, Landon Zeigler, Kai Bestland, Lydia

Tkalcich, Nadia Santos, Bella Hines, Ava Davis, Hailey
Richardt; Next row: Joshua Cushing, Jackson Bitzer,
Annabella Hurtig, Caleb Bestland, Tristan Rendon, Mol-
ly Hoemberg; Front row: Charlotte Aldrich, Christopher
Mikhaeil, Raina Mikhaeil, Brynn Bestland, Sadye Ander-
son, Head Coach Kip Hines. (Submitted photo)
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I Love to Read month celebratedat Staples Library

The Staples Public Library celebrated “I Love to Read” month during the February Storytime program. Sign up

to attend Storytime by calling the library, 218-894-1401. Above, left to right: Olivia Vankek, Gwen Vankek, Farryn-

rae Fritz, Alida Hanson, Carson Sadlo, Elana Runge. (Submitted photo)

Introduction to Staples Library

Owen and Lindy Thompson recently visited the
Staples Public Library, receiving a free hard cover
book and a burp bib while picking out Owen’s first
book. Introduce your little one at the library and check
out all the offerings.

Call 218-894-1401 to sign your child up for the
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program. Spon-
sored by the Staples Friends of the Library. (Submitted
photo)

SPEECHES
(HAMPION

Speech wear

Event champions Brynn Bestland, Maddock Har-
vey and Tristan Rendon received shirts as well as medals.

(Submitted photo)
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Leader Area Lions Club

Castew Egg “Huntl

AT STAPLES ALLIANCE CHURCH

Saturday, April 5th 9-11 AM

Family Fun Event for All Ages
Bounce house, Face Painting,

Crafts, Food, Program|

i LA

_4-\"'.\_

Fundraiser Breakfast
Sun., March 22

Leader Community
Center, Hwy. 64, Leader
Serving 10 a.m.to2 p.m

Pancakes, sausages,
scrambled eggs,
milk, juice, coffee
*FREE WILL OFFERING

BENEFITS THE
MorLEy Foop SHELF*

WADENA COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE -
PUBLIC INPUT MEETING

Thursday, March 19, 2026, 6 p.m.

Sebeka Senior Citizen Center
104 MN Ave. E., Sebeka, MN

Wadena County is hosting a public input meeting
with regard to the Wadena County Comprehensive Plan
Update.

The Comprehensive Plan is the road map and plan
for change, to provide for growth and development in
the County and is the legal basis for the Land Use Con-
trol Ordinances adopted by the County.

Key items to consider are: Land Use, Economic
Development, Transportation, County Facilities and
Services and Parks and Recreation.

For more information, check the Wadena County
Website at:

www.co.wadena.mn.us
and scroll down to the News Flash or the County

Calendar and click on the date.
w12-13¢c

Transform
Your Bathroom
and Change

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-833-966-3882
Ay safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000
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ONLINE BIRTHS REMOVED

AT THE REQUEST OF LAKEWOOD
HEALTH SYSTEM.

Student

Achievements
(o, O

GWENDLYNNE Brown, Pil-
lager, recently graduated
from South Dakota State
University with an Associ-
ate of Science degree from
SDSU’s College of Agri-
culture, Food and Environ-
mental Sciences.

o

Staples World

Obituaries

Barbara
Mares

Barbara Mares, 74, of
Staples, passed away March
5, 2026.

Services were held on
March 9 2026.

Arrangements were by
Brenny Family Funeral

Duane Strack

Duane A. Strack, 83,
of Motley, formerly of St.
Cloud and Lake Alexander,
passed away March 9, 2026.

A celebration of life was
held March 17 at the Brenny
Family Funeral Chapel, Sta-
ples.

Duane was born Janu-

Chapel, Baxter.

wl3c A00006B2026MR18

Staples Area Church Directory

Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples........218-894-2891
Jonny Olson, Associate Pastor
Sunday Worship........ccocecerrene 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School o 11:00 0.
WEDNESDAY

........ 6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples.......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
forall ugesr .................................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church (Kids start in main
worship service) ...
Prayer Meeting W5pm.
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples........... 218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship..........oocrrrren 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:

Adult Bible Study.........ooesrreee 6:30 p.m.
Faith Lutheran

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Sunday Worship Service .............. 9:00a.m.
Sunday School and
Coffee Fellowship...........coorree 10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

310 4th St. NE, Stuples
Church.....

mfo@murysau org

Rev.JC Duncan, 218-632-7314
Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310
Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: Sunday.......

..218-631-1598

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

Pastor Joshua Jeresek

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship ........ceverceeees 9:30 am.
Sabbath School.......ccerrrren 10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
Sunday Worship.........c...oocer. 10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH.........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples........... 218-894-2372
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday Divine Service ................9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class....10:30 a.m.

United Methodist

310 5th St. NE, Staples...

Sunday Worshlp .......................... 10:30 a.m.
(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Janet Eckman SMA.................... 218-837-5831
ire227 @yahoo.com
Sunday Worship.......c.ooceeereee 8:30 a.m.

Cushing

Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship.........ocrverrnee 9:00 a.m.
Communion............... Ist and 2nd Sunday
of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel .........ccovrcrrne 10:00 a.m.

Cushing Baptist

26298 Bear Rd., Cushing

Pastor Dan Holmes................. 320-749-2583
Sunday School ..
Worship.

WEDNESDAY
11 1 N £

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
LEaer ..ot 218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word.and Sacrament
Sunday Worship
January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School.........9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist

33 Wellwood St. E

Motley 56466 218-352-6888

Jim Johnson, Senio
Casey Reynolds, Assistant Pastor
Sunday Worship.......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.

facebook liVe.....ovvvvrrrrecrerrerre 9a.m.
WEDNESDAY

........ 4:00-5:30 p.m.

........ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley.............. 218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
Sunday School and Bible Class......8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship...........occocereee 9:30 a.m.

St. Michael Catholic Church

280 1st Ave S, Motley............. 218-631-1598

Rev. JC Duncan, 218-632-7314

Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-632-7310

Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Saturday...............4:00 p.m. (Dec - April)

United Methodlst

Pastor Greg [
www.motleyumc.net

Sunday Worship Service............ 10:00 a.m.
Monday AA megting...........c.... 8:00 p.m.
Oylen

Oylen Alliance

(ty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore

T — 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship..........occcrrrere 11:00 a.m
Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Sunday Worship..... 9:30 a.m
Sunday School, 2nd and 4th Sunduys
8:30 a.m.
Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104.
Phong ...ccvrrrr 218-746-3839
Sunday School ...9:30 a.m.
Worship......... ..10:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship... ...1:00 p.m.
L2131 (—— 7:00 p.m.
First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson
218-746-3768
cwrious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering ................... 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point......o.covvvreere 9:30 a.m.

Heuwitt

Church of the Nazarene

114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028

Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor

Sunday School ....ocvverrrrrrrrens 9:30a.m

Sunday Worship.. ..10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER .......cc.ccosrrc 7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)

524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship.........coocrvrren 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship.........cooccrcrren 10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Youth Pastor Joe Ward
Sunday Worship.........c...coocrn.r...9:30 0.,
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classes 11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Conn & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer
Worship Service
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Life GrOUPS .ocovvreeeeeserrerrnens 6:30 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday Worship....
Sunday School
WEDNESDAY
Family Night ..o 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship.............c.oc.......9:00 0.,
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study....... ..6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale

218-445-5108

Pastor Jill Pawlowski

Sunday Worship.............c.ec.......9:00 0.,

Central Community Church

5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4952
Sunday Service
Bible Study...

St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW

Verndale ..o 218-631-1598
info@marysacc.org

Rev. JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

6327310 Rev. Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319

MASS: Saturday —ooeeerererr 6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
TS S 218-631-1598
info@marysacc.org

Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Sunday Service......10:30 am. . (Dec. - April
Saturday ........oo.. 4:00 p.m. (May - Nov.

Leaf River Township

The Old Country Church

Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
Info. 218-837-5690 Call first.

Wadena
St. Helen’s Episcopal Church
22 Dayton Ave. SW, Wadena, MN
218-631-3928

Sunday Worship........ooceeecrree 10:00 a.m.

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
514 1st Street SE, Wadena(218) 631-1593

Rev.JCDuncan, 218-632-7314 Rev. Rick Aubol, 218-

632-7310  Father Greg Sauer, 218-632-7319
Mass: SUNGay.....voeverserersrrrrrne 102N,

“No Spiritual Lone Wolves”
Submitted by Pastor Roy Miles, Staples Assembly Of God

God'’s Word For Today

We live in a society that is increas-
ingly independent. Everyone wants
to make his or her own decisions. If
individuals don’t agree with rules or

laws, they simply ignore them.

“It's

my life, I'll do what | want,” people

cry.

Independence is good to a point,
but not in our spiritual lives.

“Remain in Me, and | will remain
in you. For a branch cannot produce
fruit if it is severed from the vine, and
you cannot be fruitful unless you re-
main in Me.” (John 15:4).

In a spiritual sense,

sometimes we

try to handle life alone. We try to call
the shots instead of seeking God’s
direction. Then we walk in our own
way instead of God’s way.

But being a Christian means work-
ing in tandem with the Holy Spirit.
As we imitate Jesus and focus on
staying connected with Him, we get
a sense of being part of God’s team.
That’s when fruit begins to grow.

Thought for the day: How can you
stay connected to the “vine”?

1 i
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THE STAPLES AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY THESE AREA BUSINESSES

To become a
Church Directory
supporter,

call 218-894-
1112.

o8 IM

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Central Building

Supply
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Staples World

Your community newspaper since 1890
207 4th St. NE.,

218-894-1112

Staples, MN

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, email: jwinter@staplesworid.com.

or call 218-894-1112. Continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

ary 28, 1943, to Sylvester
and Veronica (Dockendorf)
Strack in St. Cloud. He lived
on a farm in Stearns County,
raised and educated in St.
Cloud and was a retired
Municipal Sales Represen-
tative for DeZurk in Sartell.
Duane built a cabin in 1969
and in 2000 a retirement
home on Lake Alexander
which he sold in 2015 when
he moved to Motley. Duane
managed 40 acres of wild-
life area for upland game
habitat in western Morri-
son County, was Chief Exec-
utive Officer for Amasa, Inc.,
past secretary for Brainerd
Lakes Audubon Society, past
officer for the Motley Area
Historical Society and the
Staples/Motley Area Arts
Council and member of
England Prairie Pioneer
Club in Verndale.

Duane was a loyal vol-
unteer at the Living Legacy

Gardens in Staples for
the past 22 years and was
involved in resetting the
brick pathways to make
it easier to maneuver a
stroller or wheelchair
through the gardens, help
build a pergola and butterfly
house, fundraising, wreath
making in the fall to name a
few of his activities. Duane
enjoyed nature walks and
pickleball.

He is survived by one
brother Elmer Strack, Leba-
non, MO and five nieces and
nephews.

He is preceded in death
by one brother, Marvin in
2007.

wi13c A00006B2026MA18

Russell Nanik

Russell Nanik, 87, of Sta-
ples, passed away March 6,
2026.

Funeral services were
held March 14 at Karvonen
Funeral Home in Wadena

Russell was laid to rest
at West Lyons Cemetery,
Verndale

Visit www.karvonen-
funeralhome.com to leave
memorials and condo-
lences on Russell’s Tribute
Wall.

Arrangements were by
Karvonen Funeral & Cre-
mation Service of Wadena

wl3c A00006B2026MR18
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Levi and Justine Brown

More Escape Room participants

The Underwater Escape Room at the Staples Pub-
lic Library was completed Feb. 28. The Escape Room
was sponsored by the Staples Friends of the Library.
(Submitted photos)

Front: Lisa Boie, Eva Joy Lund; back: Deb Schrein-
er, Roxanne Zerwas

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

30 years serving
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida

For the
Staples World
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overtime thriller, fall in
championship game

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley
boys basketball team lost
a double digit lead in the
second half of the Section
8AA finals, to fall short of
going to state.

To reach the champion-
ship game, the Cardinals
emerged in the second
overtime of their semifinal
game against Osakis.

“We fell short of our goal
to win the section champi-
onship,” said Coach Zack
Qual, “but I'm so proud of
the effort we gave on a daily
basis to accomplish that
goal.”

The road to the section
championship started on
March 11 at Concordia Col-
lege in Moorhead. Osakis
came in with an athletic, tal-
ented team, but Staples-Mot-
ley was able to match them
and eventually pulled away.

Noah Larson dominated
the paint with 15 rebounds
while Avandre Brandt and
Eli Rutten were able to
get the shots they wanted.
Brandt thrived driving to
the basket, scoring on six of
12 shots inside the arc and
added two three pointers.
Rutten only took nine shots,
but made his points at the
free throw line, connecting
on 12 of 13 from the line.
Josiah Burton took advan-
tage of his inside position
and made five out of 10
shots in the game.

As a team, the Cardinals
made 24 of 30 free throws,
including a bunch at the end
of the game to pull away in
the second overtime.

Section finals

Staples-Motley trav-
eled to Concordia again on
March 13 to face Perham for
the section title.

The Cardinals started out
in the lead thanks to Conner
Kuhns getting hot early. He
hit three 3-pointers to score
nine of the first 11 points
for the Cardinals. Later, he
made three free throws after

getting fouled while shoot-

ing a three, to put the team
up 22-18. Burton and Rutten
scored baskets to push the
lead to 26-20, before Larson
pulled down an offensive
rebound and put it back
in for a 31-25 lead. Larson
preserved that score by
blocking a shot right before
halftime.

Brandt and Kuhns
pushed the lead to 11
points in the second half,
with Brandt scoring two
inside baskets and a deep
three-pointer. Kuhns made
another long shot and the
Cardinals were starting to
take control of the game.

But Perham found their
outside touch and made

three 3-pointers in succes-
sion while the Staples-Mot-

ley scoring started to slow
down.

Tough going in the paint

Eli Rutten gets hit as he goes to the basket against
Osakis. He made 12 free throws in the game after going
to the line 14 times. (Photos by Staples-Motley School

District)

With eight minutes left,
Perham retook the lead.
For the next five minutes,
the teams traded leads and
traded ties. Once again
Perham hit two long shots
while the Cardinals had a
couple of misses and they
found themselves down by
five with two minutes left.

Rutten pushed into the
lane to earn two free throws
and made two late three
pointers, but Perham kept
hitting their free throws to
keep the final score a five
point margin, 66-61.

Staples-Motley again
shot well from the free
throw line, hitting 11 of 14,
with Kuhns making five
and Rutten four, but they
didn’t get to the line as often
as they would have liked.
The Perham defense was
concentrating on stopping
Rutten’s three point shots,
but he still didn’t commit a
turnover in the game.

“This was a wonderful
season with a wonderful
group of young men,” said

Qual. “I'll cherish the mem-
ories from this season for-

ever. These seniors have
made a lasting impression
on me and my family and
I just know they’ll go on to
do incredible things in the
future.”

The four senior start-

ers on the team are Rutten,
Brandt, Larson and Kuhns,
with Peyton Jares another
senior starter who got
injured during the season.

“This group really
changed the culture of Car-
dinal basketball and they
will be looked back on as the
foundation of a program
that turned it back around,”
said Qual. “I’'m proud to be
their coach, I'm proud to be
a Staples-Motley Cardinal,
and I love each and every
last one of them.”

Team results
Section 8AA Semifinal
Staples-Motley 75, Osakis

69 (2 0T)

Scoring: Avandre Brandt 23,
Eli Rutten 22, Josiah Burton 10,
Noah Larson 9, Carter Sarbaum
7, Conner Kuhns 4

Rebounds: Larson 15, Burton
7, Rutten 5, Kuhns 4, Brandt 2,
Sarbaum 2

Assists: Kuhns 5, Rutten 5,
Larson 3, Brandt 3, Burton 2

Steals: Rutten 7

Section 8AA Chapionship

Staples-Motley 61,
Perham 65

Scoring: Kuhns 17, Rutten 17,
Brandt 15, Larson 7, Sarbaum 3,
Burton 2

Rebounds: Larson 10,
Burton 6, Rutten 3, Brandt 3

Assists: Kuhns 4, Rutten 3,
Larson 2, Burton 1, Sarbaum 1

Steals: Larson 4, Kuhns 2,
Rutten 2, Brandt 1

Avandre Brandt dunks in the game against Osakis as Conner Kuhns cheers him
on. (Photos by Staples-Motley School District)

L
E
w_A

Conner Kuhns
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107
SERVICES &
EMPLOYMENT

205

Help Wanted

NOW HIRING: -CDL
driver w/mechanical
knowledge, FT, Motley lo-
cation +Store Manager, FT,
Brainerd location -Ware-
house laborer, Brainerd lo-
cation, Seasonal. Apply in

Motley or call 800-982-5337.

12tfc

208
Storage

FOR RENT

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

P g

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
VESOCIATION

209
Business

Services
PAUL DRAKE TREE
SERVICE, Staples, Since
1978: Snow Removal, Fire-
wood Sales. 218-894-2871.
50tfc

GIVEAWAY

305
Pets

To a good home: smaller
terrier mix dog and med.
size bull dog mix, both
around 2 yrs. old, vaccinat-

ed. 612-910-9645. tfc
FOR SALE:
610

Parcel for Sale

FOR SALE BY OWN-
ER: Luann McGrane for
$85,225. Tenants in common

[ M@AN

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network

with 3 other siblings. 1/4
parcel 01-0035600. Contact
daughter, Christine, POA,
218-639-3173.  51tfp

GARAGE
SALES
701

STAPLES ASSEM-
BLY OF GOD YOUTH:
NOW accepting dona-
tions for upcoming mis-
sions garage sale. Call
Kathy at 218-296-1647 for
drop off or pick up.

8-17c

REAL ESTATE

602
Apartments for
Rent

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031

Under new ownership @
We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in
Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Now professionally
managed by

% BRUTGER

Income guidelines abply.

a'e""lde l::lass“‘ei‘s

AGE 55+ WORKERS

needed for part-time custodial
work at rest areas and state parks
in  Minnesota. Apply online at

greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-068

® © 06 0 06 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper
or MNA 612/332-8844
to find out how you can save
money by placing your
advertisement here!

® 06 6 0 06 06 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o

L]

0 © 0 0 0 0 0 o o

WANTED TO BUY

® © 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 00

SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER
Internet for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data
caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you
make the switch. Call 844/453-6983

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for anyone
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK

ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually

impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

That is EASY

The Minnesota Classified
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your
advertising dollar with
classified advertising that
reaches over 1MILLION
READERS

Your newspaper
representative can
provide complete
details or you can call
MNA: 612/332-8844

Wednesday, March 18, 2026

Prairie View Neighborhood

2 AND 3 BEDROOM HOMES
FOR SALE IN STAPLES
« TWO STALL GARAGES

* LANDSCAPED YARDS
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL MICHELLE
218-326-6098
MIKE IVES REALTY

'_@ www.prairieviewneighborhood.com

Place your Classified Ad

for only :$985/wk.
Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

Staples ®,\Korld

and online at www.stagﬂesworld.com

Mailing address for checks:
Staples World

P.O. Box 100

Staples, MN 56479

[
¥ISA

D\SC.‘@,» :
[
Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on wwwistaplesworld.com

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Staples®;World

The Staples World office,
207 4th St. NE, Staples
open every weekday, 8 a.m. - noon.
For afternoon availability,
call 218-894-1112.

Regular advertising and copy
deadline is Friday, noon.

The office closes at noon on Friday.

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

ERVICE DIRECTORY

EST 1934
PLUMBING & HEATING

* PLUMBING

» HEATING

« AIR CONDITIONING

« GEOTHERMAL

« NEW CONSTRUCTION

« REMODEL

» SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

Services:

*Emergencies

pumping needs!

218-296-1137

Ultimate Septic Service LLC

David Odden - Owner/Operator
eSeptic Pumping eJetting

Call USS for all your septic

ultimatesepticservice@gmail.com

CELL 218-838-0581
RESIDENTIAL AND
LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-975-2222

-Septic System Installation
-Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing_;, MN. 56443

' LPS.

Long Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MM

218-631-3101 B883-878-5578

Sellnow

Law Office, P.A.

Thomas H. Sellnow*

ﬂ

\ §7
!

Mandi’s Accounting Services
Tax Prep « Bookkeeping « Payroll
«Financial Planning

Mandi Polito

Accountant

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com
Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 - 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

CONSTRUCT

mandipolito1384@gmail.com
138 4th St., Staples, MN 56479
PO Box 95, Staples, MN 56479

218-296-5006

320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125

*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
)y Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association,

4 Y

Septlcs * Waterlines * Trenching * Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation * Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming * Custom Pressure Washing

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

« Probate and Trusts
+ Estate Planning « Family Law
« Real Estate + Business Law
«Title Insurance « Elder Law
+ Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

www.sellnowlaw.com

_________
PHB £ V445t

¥ Phil Bjerga
Excavating 218-639-5007
|I1C. Licensed / Bonded / Insured

Roads «
Fill « Peat « Ponds e

SW 2024 changed wk #3

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
Staples, MN 56479

218-894-3105

Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Parking Lots « Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

mCE
%58

«FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS
Site Prep  Basements » Waterlines » Driveways ¢ Landscaping ¢ Black
Dirt » Gravel  Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning ¢ Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema 320-594-2912 » 320-594-6347

-
\
—
A ﬁ_
' et L':‘
ucmsstf
: msunsn g

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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NOTICE
BECKER TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF APPEAL
AND EQUALIZATION
MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that the Board of
Appeal and Equalization
meeting for the Township
of Becker, Cass County,
Minnesota shall meet on
Wednesday, April 1, 2026,
at 10:00 a.m. at the Becker
Township Hall.

The purpose of this
meeting is to determine
whether taxable property
in the jurisdiction has been
properly valued and classi-
fied by the assessor, and to
determine whether correc-
tions need to be made.

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
13pnc

(ABBREVIATED
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
2026 GRAVEL
SURFACING PROJECT
Closing date:
March 31, 2026

Sealed bids will be
accepted until 10:00 a.m.,
March 31, 2026 by the Todd
County Public Works Direc-
tor/Engineer and County
Auditor/Treasurer at 44
Riverside Drive, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota 56347 for the
following construction proj-
ects:

CP 26:88

CP 26:93

This is an abbreviated
advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by
going to the Public Works
website at https://mn-co-
todd.app.rtvision.com/
oneoffice/bidding.

Loren Fellbaum

Todd County Public Works

Director/Engineer
11-13pnc

PUBLIC
NOTICES:
Your Right

to Know

NOTICE
CITY OF MOTLEY
SUMMARY
PUBLICATION OF
ORDINANCE NO. 192

On March 9, 2026, the
City Council of the City of
Motley, Minnesota, adopted
Ordinance No. 192 amend-
ing the City Code to update
the City Fee Schedule.

The ordinance revises
and updates fees charged
by the City for permits,
licenses, services, and other
municipal activities. The
updated fee schedule estab-
lishes the amounts charged
by the City for various ser-
vices and administrative
functions.

The full ordinance and
fee schedule are available
for inspection at City Hall
during regular business
hours at 316 Highway 10
South, Motley. Copies will
also be available on the
City’s website at Cityofmot-
ley.com.

This summary is pub-
lished pursuant to Min-
nesota law authorizing
summary publication of
ordinances.

BY ORDER OF
THE CITY COUNCIL

Tami Brotherton,
Motley City Clerk

Published in the City’s
official newspaper on
March 18, 2026.

13pnc

(ABBREVIATED
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
HIGHWAY SAFETY
IMPROVEMENT
PROJECTS
Closing date:
March 31, 2026

Sealed bids will be
accepted until 10:00 am.,
March 31, 2026 by the Todd
County Public Works Direc-
tor/Engineer and County
Auditor/Treasurer at 44
Riverside Drive, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota 56347 for the
following construction proj-
ects:

SP 077-070-017

6-Inch Ground-In Wet
Reflective Multi-Compo-
nent Edge Lines

Various County Road-
ways (12.5 miles)

This is an abbreviated
advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by
going to the Public Works
website at https://mn-co-
todd.app.rtvision.com/
oneoffice/bidding.

Loren Fellbaum

Todd County Public Works

Director/Engineer
11-13pnc

NOTICE
CITY OF STAPLES
ORDINANCE NO. 559
AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE
ZONING OF
PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City
Council has the authority
to re-zone property within
the city limits of the City of
Staples; and

WHEREAS, the City
Council finds it to be in
the public interest, conve-
nience and general welfare
to amend and rezone the fol-
lowing described parcel;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE
IT ORDAINED by the City
Council of the City of Sta-
ples as follows:

This Property,
described as follows, is to be
re-zoned from B-1 Business
to R-3 Multi-Family Hous-
ing:

W2 of N 3/4, Block 8 in
the O’Connor Addition to
Staples, Todd County, Min-
nesota.

Adopted this 10th day of
March 2026.

Tara Greer, City Clerk
13pnc

NOTICE
THOMASTOWN
BOARD OF APPEALS
and EQUALIZATION

The annual Thom-
as-town Board of Appeals
and Equalization meeting
will be held at the Thomas-
town Town Hall on Friday,
April 10, 2026 at 1:00 p.m.
The purpose of this meet-
ing is to determine whether
property in this jurisdiction
has been properly valued
and classified by the asses-
sor.

Sue Walsvik, Clerk
Thomastown Township
13pnc

Staples World 9 a

TODD COUNTY
BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
215 First Ave. South
Long Prairie,
Minnesota 56347
320-732-4420
toddplan.zone@co.todd.
mn.us

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given
that on Thursday, April 2,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. the Todd
County Board of Adjust-
ment will hold a public
hearing in the Commission-
er’s board room, 215 1st Ave
South, Suite 301, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota.

NOTE: This meeting is
again being held in-person
and the public is encour-
aged to attend. Those who
do attend in person can
find parking atop the hill
on the west side of the His-
toric Courthouse and enter
through the north doors,
near the American Flag and
monument.

Questions? Call or email
320-732-4420 or toddplan.
zone@co.todd.mn.us

Agenda

«Call to Order

«Pledge of Allegiance

sIntroduction of Board
of Adjustment Members
and process review

«Approval of agenda

«Approval of January 22,
2026 Board of Adjustment’s
meeting minutes

*The applicant is intro-
duced

«Staff report

«Applicant confirms if
staff report accurately rep-
resents the request

«Site Visit Review

«Public comment

*Board review with appli-
cant, staff, and public

1. USS Eagle Bend
Solar LLC: Section 02,
Wykeham Township

Site Address: 14910
380th Street, Eagle Bend,
MN 56446

PID: 28-0001100

1.Request CUP to con-
struct and operate an up-to
10-megawatt solar farm in
AF-1 Zoning District

2. The Towers LLC C/0
Buell Consulting: Section
23, Birchdale Township

Site Address: 21794
State Hwy 28, Grey Eagle,
MN 56336

PID: 03-0018603

1.Request for construc-

tion of a monopole for
telecommunications anten-
nas and equipment with
a structure height of 155°,
and an overall height of 164’
including the lighting rod
in Rural Townsite Zoning
District.

3. Amendment to Arti-
cle XII. Regulation on
Cannabis Businesses,
Todd County Planning
and Zoning Ordinance

Adjournment.
Next meeting: May 7,
2026

All persons interested
are invited to attend said
hearing or submit a letter to
be heard on these matters.
All correspondence must
include name, mailing
address and be received
48 hours before the date
and time of the hearing.

Todd County Board of
Adjustment
Jim Pratt, Chair

13pnc

NOTICE
CITY OF STAPLES
ORDINANCE NO. 560
AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE
ZONING OF
PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City
Council has the authority
to re-zone property within
the city limits of the City of
Staples; and

WHEREAS, the City
Council finds it to be in
the public interest, conve-
nience and general welfare
to amend and rezone the fol-
lowing described parcel;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE
IT ORDAINED by the City
Council of the City of Sta-
ples as follows:

This Property,
described as follows, is to be
re-zoned from B-1 Business
to R-3 Multi-Family Hous-
ing:

Blk 9 and south 66 feet
of the vacated street lying
south of Blk 9 in the O’Con-
nor Addition to Staples,
Todd County, Minnesota

Adopted this 10th day of
March 2026

Tara Greer, City Clerk
13pnc

NOTICE
MORAN TOWNSHIP
MEETING

The Moran Township
April meeting will be held
Monday, April 6 at 7 p.m. at
the town hall.

Diane Mack, Clerk
Moran Township
13-14pnc

(ABBREVIATED
ADVERTISEMENT)

TODD COUNTY
2026 PAVEMENT
MARKING PROJECT
Closing date:
March 31, 2026

Sealed bids will be
accepted until 10:00 a.m.,
March 31, 2026 by the Todd
County Public Works Direc-
tor/Engineer at 44 Riverside
Drive, Long Prairie, Minne-
sota 56347 for the following
construction project:

C.P. 77-26-03

Pavement Marking
Application

Various County High-
ways (262.58 miles)

This is an abbreviated
advertisement. A full adver-
tisement can be viewed by
going to the Public Works
website at https://mn-co-
todd.app.rtvision.com/
oneoffice/bidding.

Loren Fellbaum

Todd County Public Works

Director/Engineer
11-13pnc

NOTICE
MAY TOWNSHIP
ASSESSMENT
MEETING

The Board of Appeal and
Equalization for the Town-
ship of May, Cass County,
Minnesota shall meet on
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 at
12:00 noon at the May Town
Hall. The purpose of this
meeting is to determine
whether taxable property
in the jurisdiction has been
properly valued and classi-
fied by the assessor, and to
determine whether correc-
tions need to be made.

Bianca Wyffels, Clerk
May Township
13-14pnc

MINUTES OF THE
MEETING OF THE TODD
COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS HELD
F 2026

Call to Order

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er's Board Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 3rd day of Febru-
ary, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. The meeting
was called to order by Chairperson
Byers. The meeting was opened with
the Pledge of Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present.

Approval of Agenda

On motion by Becker and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To adopt the agenda as
presented.

Consent Agenda

On motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the following motions
were introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd County
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting
Minutes for January 21, 2026 as
presented.

Approve the resignation of Kath-
erine Pittman, Administrative Special-
ist, effective February 13th, 2026.

To approve the hire of Morgan
Hickerson to fill the open Social
Worker position. Grade |I/9 Step C
$35.10. Start Date: TBD.

Commissioners

The County Board recognized
staff for their years of service awards
from 4th quarter 2025.

Auditor-Treasurer

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous rollcall vote: To approve the
Commissioner Warrants number
(ACH) 404330 through 404349 in
the amount of $64,416.87 and (Reg-
ular) 59545 through 59571 in the
amount of $62,887.44 for a total of
$127,304.31.

On motion by Becker and second
by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous rollcall vote: To approve
the Health & Human Services Com-
missioner Warrants number (ACH)
807250 through 807275 and (Reg-
ular) 713813 through 713847 for a
total of $53,174.56

On motion by Denny and second
by Becker, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous rollcall vote: To approve the
Health & Human Services SSIS War-
rants number (ACH) 601914 through
601920 and (Regular) 518799
through 518818 for a total amount of
$118,199.51.

On motion by Noska and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

APPROVAL OF ALL COUNTY
DEPARTMENTAL CHANGE
& PETTY CASH FUNDS

WHEREAS, there are multiple
petty cash & change funds in various
departments across the county, and;

WHEREAS, State Auditing
Standards & Statutes require board
approval when modifications are
requested and to annually confirm/
reaffirm all county departmental
change & petty cash funds,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, to approve the petty
cash & change funds for the various
departments for immediate imple-
mentation as per the attached list
to be filed in the Auditor-Treasurer’s
Office.

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

APPROVAL OF ALL COUNTY
DEPARTMENTAL CHANGE
&PETTY CASH FUNDS

WHEREAS, there are multiple
petty cash & change funds in various
departments across the county, and,;

WHEREAS, State Auditing
Standards & Statutes require board
approval when modifications are
requested and to annually confirm/
reaffirm all county departmental
change & petty cash funds,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, to approve the petty
cash & change funds for the various
departments for immediate imple-
mentation as per the attached list
to be filed in the Auditor-Treasurer’s
Office.

On motion by Neumann and
second by Denny, the following reso-
lution was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESTRICT FUND BALANCE
FOR PLANNING & ZONING GRANT
PROGRAMS

WHEREAS, the Planning &
Zoning Grant Revenues arrive prior to
the year of planned activity, and;

WHEREAS, State Auditors rec-
ommendation is to approve by reso-
lution a restricted fund balance on an
annual basis for transparent financial
reporting, and;

WHEREAS, the balance of the
Planning & Zoning Grant Programs
as of 12-31-2025 is $96,264.45.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby
authorize the County Auditor/Trea-
surer to Restrict Fund Balance for the
Planning & Zoning Grant Programs
for fiscal year ending 2025 per the
attached list.

On motion by Noska and second
by Becker, the following resolution
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote:

RESTRICT FUND BALANCE
FOR THE POLICE STATE AID 2023
ONE-TIME DISTRIBUTION

WHEREAS, the 2023 omnibus
tax bill included $210 million in one-
time public safety aid that was distrib-
uted on 12/26/2023 to cities and
counties across the state, and;

WHEREAS, Todd County
received $712,941.00 from this
one-time distribution, and;

WHEREAS, the omnibus bill pro-
vided stipulations regarding allowable
uses for this one-time funding and;

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2024,
the County Board established a
Restricted Fund Balance to carry for-
ward these funds from FY2023 until
allowable projects can be identified,
and;

WHEREAS, the balance of this
account is $545,138.97 as of
12-31-2025.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT
RESOLVED, that the Todd County
Board of Commissioners hereby
authorize the County Auditor/Trea-
surer to Restrict Fund Balance for

the Police State Aid 2023 One-Time
Distribution for the fiscal year ending
2025 with a balance of $545,138.97.

On motion by Denny and second
by Becker, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To approve the attached
Budget Request Form for Carry
Over of TCSO YE2025 account
balances for Canine, Forfeiture and
Contingency funds for a total of
$104,694.95.

Facilities

On motion by Neumann and
second by Noska, the following
motion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: Approve the bid
from Eagle Fabricating to replace the
movable wall in the Expo building for
a total cost of $18,875.

County Assessor

On motion by Becker and second
by Noska, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To set the 2026 Todd
County Board of Appeal & Equaliza-
tion will be held on June 15, 2026
commencing at 6:00pm and not
ending before 7:00 pm.

Todd County Recorder

On motion by Becker and second
by Denny, the following motion was
introduced and adopted by unani-
mous vote: To accept the reclassi-
fication of Employee Number 748
to be Deputy County Recorder and
eliminate the position of Generalist
effective pay period beginning Febru-
ary 8, 2026.

Solid Waste

On motion by Neumann and
second by Denny, the following
motion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: Authorize solid
waste staff to execute grant agree-
ment for $2.795 million via Docusign.

County Auditor-Treasurer’s

Report

The County Auditor-Treasurer
informed of all the election related
events happening on this day and the
next two months.

County Commissioner’s
Report

The County Coordinator reported
attending personnel, paycom, inter-
views, TWCC, Expo tour, Long Prai-
rie Energy workshop and Holiday
party events.

County Commissioner’s
Report

The Commissioners reported on
meetings and events attended.

Commissioner Becker attended
meetings including the Policies,
Friendly Rider, Comp plan, EMS,
Holiday Party, Rural Mn County
Caucus, Todd Trails and Public
Health Advisory.

Commissioner Denny has
attended meetings including regular
meetings and Prairie Lakes.

Commissioner Noska has
attended meetings including Well-
ness, Tri-CAP and HRA.

Commissioner Byers attended
meetings including Facilities,
Finance, Personnel and the Holiday
Party.

Commissioner Neumann
attended meetings including the
Comp plan, CPT, Todd Trails and the
Holiday Party.

Recess

On motion by Neumann and
second by Denny, the meeting was
recessed until February 17th, 2026.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
CARGILL SALT DIVISION $50,554.83
KRIS ENGINEERING INC ... 4,709.36
LONG PRAIRIE LEADER ... 8,405.00

MACQUEEN.................... 19,987.30
POMP’S TIRE SERVICE

INC ... ... 6,190.80
SHI COR ....5,171.40
TRAFERALLC................. 13,950.00
40 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000.............. 18.335.62
L L | R — $127,304.31

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT

MDHS - SWIFT................. 2,930.96
RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE -

UPPER MIDWEST .......... 4,380.00
SCHULLER FAMILY FUNERAL

HOMES ... 3,500.00
TCSS MH INITIATIVE FLEX

FUND...........oee, 3,637.52
TODD COUNTY ATTORNEY'S

OFFICE ........ccccoeiiis 2,025.00
TRAFERALLC................. 10,600.00
47 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2,000.............. 19,820.15
COST EFF HEALTH INS ... 2,205.00
USDA-RD ........ccvveiieene 2,638.14
6 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000................ 1,637.79
L[ ] — $53,174.56

VENDOR NAME $ AMOUNT
COMMUNITY AND FAMILY

SRVSLLC.......cceeens $2,516.25
DHS - MOOSE LAKE RTC -
462 2,844.25

DHS - MSOP - MN SEX
OFFENDER PROG - 462 4,929.00
GREATER MN FAMILY

SRVSINC ........coooiiins 3,616.12
MERIDIAN SERVICES

INC ..., 2,211.48
MINNEAPOLIS FORENSIC
PSYCHOLOGICAL

SERVICESLLC.............. 3,375.00
NEXUS - KINDRED FAMILY

HEALING ...............ccee. 2,295.40
NORTH HOMES CHILDREN

& FAMILY SRVS ........... 24,640.98
NORTHERN PINES MENTAL

HLTHCTRINC............. 13,212.68
PORT GROUP HOMES...... 7,248.12
PRAIRIE LAKES YOUTH

PROGRAMS................ 13,950.00

VILLAGE RANCH INC ....... 24,341.51
WEST CENTRAL REG JUVENILE

CTR s 7,798.00
14 PAYMENTS LESS

THAN $2.000................ 5,220.72
L £ | O — $118,199.51

On a motion by Becker and second
by Neumann, the preceding minutes
of the County Board meeting held Feb-
ruary 3, 2026 were duly approved by
unanimous vote at the Todd County
Board of Commissioners at the Regular
Board Meeting held on February 17,
2026.

Witness my hand and seal:

/s/ on file: Bob Byers,

County Board Chairperson

/s/ on file: Denise Gaida,

Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
13pnc

MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL BOARD
MEETING OF THE TODD
COUNTY BOARD OF
COMMISSIguERS HELD

FEBRUARY 9, 2026
Call to Order

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF TODD
DISTRICT COURT
SEVENTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT
PROBATE DIVISION
Court File
No. 77-PR-26-214

In Re: Estate of
Gary R. Mueller,
Decedent

NOTICE OF AND
ORDER FOR HEAR-
ING ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICA-
TION OF INTESTATE
AND DETERMINATION
OF HEIRS AND APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS.

It is Ordered and Notice
is given that on April 13,
2026 at 10:14 A.M., a hearing
will be held in this Court at
221 1st Ave. S., Long Prairie,
Minnesota, on a petition
for the formal adjudica-
tion of intestacy and deter-
mination of heirs and for
the appointment of Randy
Mueller, whose address is
416 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
56479, as personal repre-
sentative of the Decedent’s
estate in an unsupervised
administration.

The hearing will be an
administrative hearing,
and your appearance is
not required. If there is
an objection to this peti-
tion, you will be notified of
another date and time.

Any objections to the
petition must be raised at
the hearing or filed with the

Court prior to the hearing.
If the petition is proper and
no objections are filed or
raised, the personal repre-
sentative will be appointed
with the full power to
administer the Decedent’s
estate, including the power
to collect all assets, pay all
legal debts, claims, taxes,
and expenses; sell real and
personal property; and do
all necessary acts for the
Decedent’s estate.

Notice is further given
that, subject to Minn.
Stat. § 524.3-801, all credi-
tors having claims against
the Decedent’s estate are
required to present the
claims to the personal rep-
resentative or to the Court
within four (4) months after
the date of this notice or the
claims will be barred.

Dated: March 4, 2026
BY THE COURT

Heidi Hovis,
Judge of District Court

Kim Peterson
Court Administrator

SKOOG LAW

Grant K. Skoog

MN# 0403246

24 Colfax Ave. SW

PO Box 623

Wadena, MN 56482
Telephone: (218) 631-1228
E-mail:
Grant@Skooglaw.com

ATTORNEY FOR
PETITIONER
12-13pnc

The Todd County Board of Com-
missioners met in the Commission-
er's Board Room in the City of Long
Prairie, MN on the 9th day of Febru-
ary, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. The meeting
was called to order by Chairperson
Byers. The meeting was opened with
the Pledge of Allegiance. All Commis-
sioners were present except Com-
missioner Noska.

Agenda

On motion by Denny and second
by Becker, the following was intro-
duced and adopted by unanimous
vote: To acknowledge the agenda as
presented.

Closed Session

On motion by Neumann and
second by Denny, the following
motion was introduced and adopted
by unanimous vote: To enter into
closed session pursuant to Minne-
sota Statute 13D.03 at 2:04 p.m.

On motion by Denny and second

by Neumann, the following motion
was introduced and adopted by
unanimous vote: To reopen the ses-
sion at 3:04 p.m.

Adjourn

On motion by Denny and second
by Neumann, the meeting was
adjourned at 3:04 p.m.

On a motion by Becker and
second by Neumann, the preceding
minutes of the Special County Board
meeting held February 9th, 2026
were duly approved by unanimous
vote at the Todd County Board of
Commissioners at the Regular Board
Meeting held on February 17, 2026.

Witness my hand and seal:

/s/ on file: Bob Byers,

County Board Chairperson

/s/ on file: Denise Gaida,

Todd County Auditor-Treasurer
13pnc
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Lakeland PBS celebrates northern
resilience with new anthology series
*218Life” premiering March 19

Jordan Stearns,
Lakeland PBS

Lakeland PBS announces
the premiere of its newest
flagship anthology series,
“218Life,” debuting March
19, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

“218Life” is designed as a
vibrant celebration of the
Northland’s natural beauty,
cultural diversity and the
rugged, independent spirit
that defines our region. The
series serves as a mirror
for our community, reflect-
ing a unique way of living
that people across Greater
Minnesota can truly relate
to. While our coverage area
is vast, stretching over
7,500 square miles from the
Canadian border to Little
Falls. This program aims to
bridge the miles by finding
the common threads that
tie us together. Whether
we’re in the deep woods,
on the lake, in a backyard
garden, we share a distinct
resilience and a deep-rooted
connection to nature.

“This series is about
more than just watching
someone perform a task;
it’s about the heartbeat of
the 218 area code,” says
Meghan Jewett, Lakeland
PBS Program and Produc-
tion Manager. “We wanted
to create a show that didn’t
just observe Northern Min-
nesota life, but one that
truly embraced it. We want
to represent the full spec-
trum of people who call
this region home, show that

while our practical tradi-

tions may differ, there’s a
shared desire to live more
intentionally and sustain-
ably.”
Season 1: The
Homesteading Spirit

The inaugural four-part

season focuses on the “back-

to-basics” movement; indi-

viduals who are reclaiming

age-old traditions to build a
more connected life:

*Cheese Making: From
Pail to Table: Homestead-
ing is a lifestyle that Jon-
athan and Julia Carter
of Park Rapids chose to
incorporate in raising
their family. Julia shares
her journey of mastering
cheese making and the joy
of passing that founda-
tional knowledge along to
others.

*Queen Bees: A Buzzing
Community: Bees are inte-
gral to our ecosystem and
have been a cornerstone of
our culture for centuries. In
Beltrami County, a group of
adventurous women con-
tinue to learn the age-old
art of beekeeping. From
honey butter and mead to
friendship and curiosity,
they prove the possibilities
are endless.

*Flax Fiber Craft: Grow
Your Own Shirt: Discover
the meticulous process of
growing your own cloth-
ing from flax. Kristy Bald-
er’s journey began with a
simple desire to learn the
spinning wheel and loom;
now, she harvests fiber from
her own backyard to “grow
her own shirt.”

*Cultivating the North:
Gardens of Northern
MN: Gardening in the
North presents unique
challenges due to climate
and soil health. We visit
with three local gardeners
to hear their secrets for
success before heading to
Happy Dancing Turtle in
Pine River to learn about
soil health from the experts.

Looking Ahead:

Future Seasons
As an ongoing anthol-
ogy, “218Life” will continue
to evolve, exploring the
seasonal rhythms and tra-
ditions that define our her-
itage. Future seasons are

already in development to
cover the essential pillars
of Northern life, including
outdoor recreation, hunt-
ing, fishing and foraging.

By highlighting these
traditional practices, Lake-
land PBS continues its mis-
sion to tell the authentic
stories of the people who
make the Northland unlike
anywhere else in the world.
A place we’re proud to call
home.

Viewers can tune in to
Lakeland PBS on March 19
for the premiere episode, or
stream the episodes online
at Iptv.org and via the free
PBS App.

About Lakeland PBS

Lakeland PBS is the
only local public television
station serving the citi-
zens of north and central
Minnesota. Operating two
full-power digital broadcast
stations (KAWE Bemidji
and KAWB Brainerd), Lake-
land PBS provides vital
local news, public affairs
programs and educational
content across an estimated
7,500 square miles. The sta-
tion is determined to con-
tinue its mission despite a
significant budget shortfall
caused by the loss of fed-
eral funding.

Lakeland PBS’ mission
is to educate, inform and
enrich our viewers with
the programming we pro-
duce right here in northern
Minnesota and the nation-
ally available programs we
know our members enjoy.
Lakeland PBS’ vision is
to be a valued and trusted
source of news, entertain-
ment and storytelling that
connects and uplifts our
diverse region. We strive
to empower citizens while
serving and connecting the
diverse communities across
our broadcast region.

Energy assistance
available from HHS

From Todd County Health and Human

Services

The Energy Assistance Program (EAP)
helps pay home heating costs and furnace
repairs for income-qualified households.
EAP is federally funded by the Department
of Commerce and passed through the Min-
nesota Department of Health and Human
Services. Grants are available for renters
or homeowners that reside in Todd County.
Services may include payment of energy

bills, help with utility disconnections or

necessary fuel deliveries, repair or replace-
ment of homeowner’s malfunctioning

information.

heating systems and extra assistance for
households with a member over 60 to pay
their monthly utility bills.

To qualify you must be income eligible —
there is no asset limit.

Apply with a paper application or apply
online at mn.gov/home

Call 320-732-4516 or 888-838-4066 for more

= Cardiology

W/

= Orthopedics

~—
\ﬂ Essentia Health

Right here, for you.

No matter where life takes you, the care team in Staples is by your side.
We're committed to listening, caring, and delivering the kind of
personalized health care you deserve — every step of the way.

PRIMARY CARE FOR ALL AGES:
= Prenatal and Postpartum Visits

= Women'’s Health Visits
= Well Child & Teen Visits

SPECIALTY SERVICES:

Call 218-894-7870 or schedule online at EssentiaHealth.org/Schedule

= Adult Preventative Visits
= Welcome to Medicare Visits
= Medicare Annual Wellness Visits

= Physical Therapy

St. Joseph’s-Staples Clinic
Monday-Friday: 8 am-4:30 pm
Urgent Care Monday-Friday: 8 am-6 pm

= and more

NCWS

Staples World

Various thickness of ice

Il

Ice that supports a vehicle can be right next to open water, as this Cass County
rescue vehicle demonstrates. (Submitted photo)

Stay safe as ice melts

By Bryan Welk
Cass County Sheriff

As the weather switch
quickly flips from winter to
spring, ice safety and keep-
ing Minnesota lakes clean
is a focus that we should all
have.

As winter begins to fade
across Minnesota, many
anglers, snowmobilers, and
outdoor enthusiasts are
still enjoying time on frozen

lakes. Late-season ice fish- |-

ing can be productive and
enjoyable, but spring ice
also brings serious safety
risks and environmental
responsibilities.

Understanding how ice
conditions change in spring
and making sure to remove
all trash from the ice—
helps protect both people
and Minnesota’s lakes.

Springice isnot the same
as winter ice. We had an
exceptional winter lake ice
year, colder temperatures
and little snow conditions
allowed good clear ice to
build in some places more
than 3 feet thick. Late-sea-
son ice may look thick, but
warm temperatures, rain,
and sunlight can weaken
it quickly. Even when the
ice appears solid, it may no
longer support the same
amount of weight as it did
earlier in winter.

Ice conditions can dete-
riorate rapidly during
spring warm-ups. In some
cases, lakes transition from
solid ice to open water in
just a few days. Another
important reminder: there
is no such thing as com-
pletely safe ice. Conditions
can vary widely across a
single lake due to currents,
springs, snow cover, and
changing temperatures.

Anyone heading out on
the ice late in the season
should take extra precau-
tions.

1. Check ice thickness
frequently

Ice can vary greatly in
thickness. Experts recom-
mend checking ice often
with an auger or chisel as
you move across the lake.

2. Follow minimum
thickness guidelines

Typical safety recom-
mendations include:

o 4 inches for walking or

()n water on

frozen lake

A large open water area opened up as winter ice
begins to melt. Submitted photo)

ice fishing

o 5-7 inches for snowmo-
biles or ATVs

©9-12 inches for cars or
small vehicles

In spring conditions,
experts recommend dou-
bling these guidelines
because melting ice is sig-
nificantly weaker.

3. Wear safety gear

Safety equipment can
save your life if you fall
through the ice:

o Ice picks or ice claws

o A foam life jacket or
float suit

o Ice cleats for traction

o A whistle for emer-
gency signaling

4. Never go alone

Always bring a friend
and tell someone where you
are going and when you
plan to return.

5. Leave the ice early

Morning ice may be safe,
but sunshine and warm
temperatures can weaken
the ice throughout the day.
The route you took onto the
lake may not be safe on your
return trip.

Clean Up Your Trash
Before the Ice Melts - Spring
is also the time when gar-
bage left on the ice becomes
a serious problem. Every
year, lakes reveal trash
that was left behind during
winter recreation. When
the ice melts, that gar-
bage sinks into the lake or
washes up on shorelines.

STAPLES continued from page 1a

Council looks to provide a small number of
overnight parking spots in city Iots

ing of the ordinance, they
will have a second reading
at their March 24 meeting.
The amount of the sale was
the appraised value of the
property and land.

The council has stated
that they will look into
using the money from the
sale to build a smaller
industrial building that
could be used as a start-up
space for modern indus-
tries.

The council also
approved two ordinances
to rezone properties from
business to multi-fam-
ily housing. One property,
owned by Gary Erickson,
is located across from the

Staples-Motley Elemen-
tary School on 4th Street
NE. The other property
is owned by the Staples
Economic Development
Authority (SEDA), adjacent
to the other one, between
4th Street and 5th Street NE,
across the street from the
Pullman Townhomes.

In other news, the

council

o Approved gambling
permit for Ottertail Ducks
Unlimited to conduct bingo
and raffle.

o Heard from City
Administrator Jerel Nelsen
that there were 27 applica-
tions for the SEDA Director
position.

Common items left behind
include:

o Beverage cans and bot-
tles

o Fishing line and bait
containers

° Food wrappers and cig-
arette butts

° Propane cylinders and
equipment debris

This waste harms fish,
wildlife, and water quality.
Minnesota law requires
anglers and lake users to
store garbage in containers
attached to their shelter or
vehicle and remove it from
the ice when leaving. Viola-
tions can result in fines. A
simple rule to follow: Pack
It In, Pack It Out. Leave no
trace. If you bring it onto
the lake, take it back with
you.

The Minnesota DNR has
established the following
deadlines for inland waters:

o Southern two-thirds
of the state: 11:59 p.m. on
March 2.

o Northern one-third
of the state: 11:59 p.m. on
March 16.

o Minnesota-Canada
border waters: 11:59 p.m. on
March 31 (includes Lake of
the Woods).

By practicing good safety
habits and cleaning up after
ourselves, we can ensure
that Minnesota’s lakes
remain safe and beautiful
year-round.

o Heard report from
Public Works Commis-
sion about implementing
an after-hours reconnect
policy, which would charge
more for reconnect, or the
customer would have to
wait until the next day.

o Approved appointing
Tom Good to Public Works
Commission seat.

o Discussed overnight
parking in city parking
lots. There are some leased
spaces where people are
allowed to park overnight,
but other cars are currently
being ticketed. The council
discussed whether there
could be a few overnight
spaces downtown for the
public.



