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SHODaZG Coul‘t AJ Nienow and Bailey Wieland were named

the Staples-Motley SnoDaze king and queen. Their court, from left, underclass
representatives Evan Schultz, Avandre Brandt and Josiah Critten, senior candidates
Zach Mcllravy, Carson Trantina, Caden Dobson and Griffin Bettis, the king and
queen, senior candidates Ellie Moulton, Sabina Moe, Steffany Sullivan, and Gen
Grotsch, with underclass representatives Paula Rauwerda, Josie Jennissen and
Bella Hines. Below, AJ and Bailey pose on their thrones. (Photos by Mark Anderson)

School board reviews
communications, survey

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

The Staples-Motley
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2024
This Week’s Forecast
High Low Cond.

Feb.14 33 18 Cloudy

Feb.15 26 7 P.Cloudy
Feb.16 22 12 P Cloudy
Feb.17 31 15 M. Sunny
Feb.18 31 9 M. Sunny
Feb.19 25 10 P Cloudy
Feb.20 29 18 M. Sunny

Last Year, 2023
High Low Cond.

Feb.14 36° 34 Cloudy
Feb.15 12 5 Sunny
Feb.16 13 1 Sunny
Feb.17 24 0 Sunny
Feb.18 35 18 Sunny
Feb.19 22 7 Sunny
Feb.20 28 12 Snow

Average Temps:
H = 28° Low = 9°
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tor. The board also reviewed
a survey of school staff.

The plan was presented
at the Feb. 5, 2024 school
board work session and
included an overall vision,
identified stakeholders,
objectives and goals under
each objective.

Headley said this is
the first presentation of
the plan, which is open to
change.

“All of this is up for dis-
cussion, this is a working
document,” said Headley.

The three main goals in
the plan are:

1. Enhance engagement.

2. Embrace ISD 2170’s
centralized method of com-
munications with a commit-
ment to assist departments
in delivering consistent,
internal processes and pro-
cedures.

3. Deliver timely, open
and honest messages that
inform, educate, inspire
and engage the community.

Each goal had objectives,
strategies and ways to mea-
sure progress on the goals.

Under the first goal,
objectives included increas-
ing social media, transpar-
ent communication and
community partnerships.

The second goal concen-
trates on employees. Strat-
egies included updating the
school web site, procedural
materials and distribution
lists.

The third goal had one
main objective, to promote
district engagement with
a variety of content pro-
duced by the school. The
first strategy is “Create
more dynamic content and
more appealing headlines,
subject lines and teasers for
both digital and traditional
content.”

Board members had

See SCHOOL on page 10a
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Wrestling pioneers on the mat

The first team of Staples-Motley girls
wrestlers completed their season at the
section meet on Feb. 9. At a practice
before the tournament, five girls wres-
tlers paused for a photo, from left, Leah

Anderson)

Greenwaldt, Kana Reese, Mikayla Pesta,
Isabelle Dobson and Charlotte Wunder-
lich. Not pictured, Mia Pesta and Kyleena
Rudlang. (Staples World photo by Mark

First ever Cardinal girls
wrestling team found
joy in tough sport

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

There have been indi-
vidual girls who have com-
peted in the Staples-Motley
wrestling program, but this
is the first year of an orga-
nized girls team, with seven
wrestlers who completed
their full season that fin-
ished with the section tour-
nament Feb. 9-10.

The three section wres-
tlers told what it was like
during this historic year of
pioneering Staples-Motley
girls wrestling.

Isabelle Dobson’s family
inspired her to start wres-
tling.

“My brother and dad are
in it, so I wanted to try it,”
she said.

After a full season,
Dobson said “It’s been
really fun.”

Leah Greenwaldt also got
into it because of her family.
“My brother did it and it
looked like fun,” she said.
“It is a hard sport, but my
brother went to state and he

is a good teacher.”

Charlotte Wunderlich
came to Staples-Motley this
year as an exchange student
from Germany. “I wanted to
try something new, I never
did something like this
before. In Germany I did
gymnastics, dancing and
tennis. My teammates are
super nice. They showed me
everything and brought me
into their team.”

The girls team mostly
practiced with the junior
high boys team, learning
the same moves.

“The coaches are very
helpful,” said Wunderlich,
“they are good at knowing
you. When a sport is that
hard, you can lose interest,
but it is good to have coaches
who can keep you motivated
and keep you going.”

Once they started learn-
ing the sport, the girls
learned the competitive
aspect of wrestling.

“The matches are really
hard, you have to be aggres-
sive,” said Greenwaldt. “If
you're not trying to win,
you’re not going to.”

“It’s an even balance of
mental and physical,” said
Dobson, “sometimes more
mental than physical.”

One of the tips that Gre-
enwaldt learned is “Use
your head, dig it into their
head and shoulder.”

The girls competed in
several tournaments, travel-
ing to Bemidji, Grand Forks,
Wadena and Osakis during
the year. They also had a
few spot matches when the
boys varsity team wrestled
another team with girls in
similar weight categories.

“I had a lot of matches,”
said Dobson, “definitely a
lot of Brainerd kids.”

Wunderlich described
what her first match was
like. “I was very nervous for
the first one. It was crazy
being in a different country,
doing something I never did
before.”

Once she got a few
matches in, Wunder-
lich found she liked it. “It
became fun, I enjoyed it. It
is a hard sport, tough but
fun,” she said.

www.staplesworld.com
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Staples-Motley High School students
recognized by MSHS

Three high school stu-
dents at Staples-Motley
were nominated for the
ExCEL (Excellence in Com-
munity, Education and
Leadership) Award, and
the Triple ‘A’ (Academics,
Arts and Athletics) Award
which are sponsored by
the Minnesota State High
School League (MSHSL).

Lily Tyrrell, a junior at
SMHS, was selected as the
school’s ExCEL Award win-
ners for 2024. Sponsored by
the Minnesota State High
School League, ExCEL is
a recognition program
designed for Minnesota
high school juniors. Stu-
dents who are active in fine
arts and/or athletics, who
show leadership qualities
and who are model citizens
in their community are eli-
gible for the award.

Sabina Moe and AJ
Nienow are seniors at
SMHS who were selected as
the school’s 2024 Triple ‘A’
Award winners. Sponsored
by the Minnesota State
High School League, AAA
is a recognition program
designed for Minnesota
high school seniors. Stu-
dents who are active in fine
arts, athletics, who show
leadership qualities, who
are model citizens in their
community, and excel with
their academics are eligible
for the award.

Below is a description of
each of the award winners.

Lily Tyrrell
Lily Tyrrell, the daugh-
ter of Jay and Joy Tyrrell,
is active at her school, par-
ticipating in a variety of
activities. In the area of
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Outstandmg students recognized

Pictured, from leftis Lily Tyrrell, junior
at Staples-Motley High School (SMHS),
who was selected as this year's ExCEL
award winner for Staples-Motley; and Sa-

sports, Tyrrell has been a
leader on the Cardinal’s vol-
leyball and softball teams.
She also plays trombone in
the school band, and is a
member of the Honor Soci-
ety. Tyrrell attends Sacred
Heart Catholic Church,

where she has been a vol-

unteer. She also works at
Lakewood Health System
Hospital in Staples as a
CNA (Certified Nursing
Assistant).

Tyrrell said she is
grateful for all of her vol-
leyball coaches along the
way (including head coach
Gretchen Bestland), whom
she described as “great
people.” In addition to
helping her improve her
athletic skills, Tyrrell said
her coaches have always
encouraged the team to
keep up on their school
work, which she appreci-
ates.

She’s also grateful to the
teachers at Staples-Motley.
In particular, Tyrrell said
she’s enjoyed classes taught
by Drew Potter and Lorna
Birkholtz. Potter teaches
business and finance,
which encompasses import-
ant things in life you should
know, and Birkholtz, who
teaches chemistry and
biology, has helped Tyrrell
understand these sciences,
as well as inspiring her to
go into nursing. “I like help-
ing people...it’s rewarding,”
she said.

Lily Tyrrell will repre-
sent Staples-Motley at the
state level for this presti-
gious award.

Sabina Moe
Sabina Moe, the daugh-
ter of Jordan and Connie
Moe, is active in the Car-
dinal Music Department,
playing percussion in the

bina Moe and AJ Nienow, SMHS seniors
who were selected as the school’s Tri-
ple ‘A Award winners for Staples-Motley.
(Submitted photos)

school’s band and violin
in the orchestra. She also
was a part of choir for a
few years. Last year, she
helped with the theatre
department in the areas of
technical support and pho-
tography. She’s enjoyed it
all, Moe said.

Moe is also on the Car-
dinal Speech team, serving
as a captain, and competing
in the Discussion category,
where she was a medalist
at the section meet. She
enjoys researching various
topics that are discussed.

In the area of athletics,
Moe ran track for a few
years, and is very active in
swimming, having lettered,
served as captain, and been
named top point scorer this
past year. She was part of
the Staples-Motley swim
team until they dropped the
program, later swimming
as part of a co-op with the

Little Falls team. Some of
her favorite high school
memories have involved
swimming, Moe said, going
on to mention Sarah, her
best friend on the team.
“We cheer each other on,”
she said.

Academically, Moe ranks
third in her class (while
taking a number of difficult
courses, including chemis-
try, calculus and physics), is
on the Honor Society, and
also takes post-secondary
online classes.

Moe has enjoyed taking
business/finance classes
from Drew Potter, adding
that “he is blunt, says it like
it is, which I respect.”

Outside of school, Moe
works at the Staples Com-
munity Center, where she
teaches swimming lessons
and watches the pool.

Next year, Moe plans to
attend the University of
Wisconsin-Madison to study
engineering and math. She
hopes to be a civil engineer
someday, adding that she
was inspired after taking
a class on designing cities
and towns. “I like traveling
a lot and seeing how things
work,” she said.

AJ Nienow

AJ Nienow, the son of
Adam and Lori Nienow, is
very active in the arts at
Staples-Motley. He’s com-
peted on the speech team
for six years, is a section
medalist, and currently
serves as a team captain.
This year, Nienow’s com-
peting in both the Creative
Expression category, and
the Duo category with Mad-
dock Harvey.

Music has been a signifi-
cant part of Nienow’s high

Staples Police Department report

Recent reports taken by
the Staples Police Dept.

Jan. 15, Staples Police
arrested Wesly Twa, 41, for
a body only warrant out of
Crow Wing Cty. Police also
located suspected metham-
phetamine on Twa during
the arrest. The report will
be sent to the county attor-
ney for charges.

Jan. 17, Staples Police
took a report of a coun-
terfeit bill that from Unity
Bank. The bill was not used
in a transaction. Individual
that dropped the bill off
stated there are several of
those bills floating around
the community.

Jan. 18, at 12:42 a.m., Sta-
ples Police came upon an
intoxicated individual in
the road on the 1100 block
of 6th St. NE. Officers gave
the individual a ride home.

Jan. 18, Staples Police
responded to the 200 block
of Wisconsin Ave. SE for a
civil matter. Complainant’s
property was in another
individuals car and the car
owner reportedly would not
give it back. Officers were
able to mediate the issue.
The complainant got their
property.

Jan. 19, Staples Police
responded to the high
school for a report of two
students fighting. Both
juveniles were cited for dis-
orderly conduct.

Jan. 20, Staples Police
responded to a report of an
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attempted break in on the
1400 block of 8th St. NE.

Jan. 20, Staples Police
received a report of a
assault that occurred on
the 900 block of Michigan
Ave. NE. Officers are inves-
tigating.

Jan. 21, Staples Police
responded to a report of
a domestic dispute occur-
ring on the 1400 block of
3rd St.NE. Upon investiga-
tion, police arrested Jade
Hangge, 33, for domestic
assault, 5th degree assault,
1st degree burglary, 3rd
degree damage to property,
two counts of disorderly
conduct and obstructing
the legal process. Hangge
was transported to the
Wadena County Detention
Center to be held for court.

Jan. 23, Staples Police
responded to the 800 block
of 3rd Ave. NE on a report
of possible domestic
assault. When law enforce-
ment arrived on scene they
heard yelling and arguing
coming from the garage.
The responding officer
encountered a male on
the back deck of the resi-
dence. The male refused
to show his hands, began
struggling with the officer
as they attempted to hand-
cuff him. Once the suspect
was secured in the rear of
the patrol vehicle, officers
were able to speak with the
victim and complainant
and determined that an

It’s not just a generator.

It’s a power move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call 855-984-8982 to
schedule your free quote!
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|

*Terms and Conditions apply.

assault had occurred.
While on scene, the sus-
pect made claims of a heart
attack. He was transported
by ambulance and medi-
cally cleared by staff. Paul
DeBoer, 46, of Staples, was
arrested and charged with
domestic assault, obstruct-
ing legal process and was
transported to Todd County
Jail.

Jan. 26, 1:12 a.m., Staples
Police located an intoxi-
cated subject who had fallen
in the 100 block of 4th St NE.
The subject refused to tell
officers where he was going
and refused a ride. Police
followed the subject for
some time to make sure the
subject would be safe due
to his intoxication. Police
observed that the subject
had a cell phone on him
and that he continued to
walk without falling. Police
cleared without incident.

Jan. 31, Staples Police
were requested to assist the
Todd County Sheriff’s Dept.
on an active domestic on
Cty Rd 21, just south of Sta-
ples. Officers arrived and
assisted the Sheriff’s Dept.
with the investigation. A
juvenile was arrested for
Domestic Assault and taken
to the Todd County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Feb. 1, Staples Police
received a driving com-
plaint of a semi truck weav-
ing in and out of its lane
Westbound on Hwy 10. Offi-

cers followed the vehicle
and stopped it for weaving.
Officers determined the
driver was not impaired
but due to medical condi-
tions was not fit to be driv-
ing. Officers arranged for a
ride for the driver and got a
driver for his semi.

Feb. 2, Staples Police
placed four juveniles on a
72 hour police health and
welfare hold for Wadena
Police Dept.

Feb. 3, at 2:40 a.m., Sta-
ples Police received a
request to assist the Morri-
son County Sheriff’s Dept.
with a vehicle that had been
stolen from Brick’s Travel
Center in Motley and was
heading west on Hwy 10.
Officers located the vehi-
cle and stopped it. Daniel
Marsh, 40, of rural Staples,
was taken into custody for
Theft of a Motor Vehicle
and taken to the Morrison
County Jail.

Feb. 3, Staples Police
received a report of a sub-
ject trespassing with an
ATYV in a private parking lot.
The caller also stated the
subject had small children
riding on the ATV without
helmets. Police located the
subject, advised them of
the complaint and issued a
verbal warning.

Feb. 3, Staples Police
received a call at the Mill
Townhomes about a sui-
cidal and homicidal subject
who wanted to be trans-

ported to Lakewood. Police
transported the subject
without incident.

Feb. 3, Staples Police
were dispatched to the
Family Dollar for a report
of a bag of meth being
found. Officers took the
substance, confirmed it to
be methamphetamine it
was placed in a secure loca-
tion to be disposed of.

Feb. 3, Staples Police
responded to the 1400 block
of 3rd St. NE for a possible
domestic. Baylee Baston, 24,
of Staples, was cited for dis-
orderly conduct.

Feb. 4, Staples Police
arrested Samantha Doe-
sken, 33, for a Crow Wing
County warrant for 5th
degree drug possession.
Police transported Doesken
to Pillager and turned Doe-
sken over to a Crow Wing
County Deputy without
incident.

school career as well. He
sings the part of bass II in
the choir, which he’s been a
part of since seventh grade.
This year, he’s taken on the
role of choir president, and
serves as section leader. In
orchestra, Nienow plays
cello, and occasionally
plays guitar at school music
events. “I play all sorts of
music on my own,” Nienow
said.

Academically, Nienow
has been named to the
Honor Society and serves
on the student council. Cur-
rently, he is taking all col-
lege-level courses, three of
which are online.

Nienow is currently
exploring college options,
with plans to study busi-
ness and pre-law. He’d love
to go into law, Nienow said,
adding that he was first
inspired after taking Erik
Johnson’s ‘Crime and Jus-
tice’ class, where he partic-
ipated in a mock trial. He
also served as an intern
with Kurt Porter, having
the opportunity to watch
a court in session and see
how it all works.

In the area of athletics,
Nienow is a member of the
Cardinal golf team. The
things he likes best about
the sport are having the
opportunity to be outdoors,
and being with friends. He
appreciates that it’s a life
sport, and is a lot of fun.

Some of his favorite
school memories include
the ‘Spirit Weeks,” where
students have the oppor-
tunity to dress up in crazy
outfits and have a fun time.

One injured
in vehicle
accident
near Motley

The Morrison County
Sheriff’s Office reports
that on Feb. 11, at approx-
imately 5:48 p.m., their
office received a report of
a motor vehicle accident
on 385th St., west of Hwy
10, about one mile south of
Motley.

Accordingtothesheriff’s
office, a vehicle driven by
33-year-old Lucille Umang
of Clarissa was traveling
east on 385th St. when she
suffered a possible medical
emergency. Umang’s vehi-
cle went in the ditch, hit an
address sign, mailbox and
a street sign before coming
to a stop. Umang was trans-
ported by ambulance to
Lakewood Health System
Hospital in Staples with
unknown injuries.

The Morrison County
Sheriff’s Office was assisted
at the scene by Motley Fire
and Rescue, and Staples
Ambulance.

Motley area law enforcement

Recent reports from

the Motley Police Depart-

ment (MPD) and Morrison
County Sheriff’s Office

(MCSO) included the fol-

lowing:
Jan. 31 -Feb. 6
Feb. 3 - Motley Police

received a report from a
Motley resident who stated

her dog was found in a
neighbor’s trap.

Feb. 3 - Motley Police
and Morrison County Dep-
uties responded to a report
of theft of a motor vehicle
at the 200 block of Hwy 10
W., Motley. Daniel Jacob
Marsh, 40, was arrested
and transported to the Mor-
rison County Jail.
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FREE SHOWER
{ PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

TEP

WALK-IN TuB

1-833-966-3882

With plrchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasge. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Steve’s Auto Salvage

& G&L Service

oTires (New & Used)

: sTubes *Belts

-ac Tlres *Bulbs Qil eAntifreeze
eUsed Auto Parts

218-445-6885 * Located in Verndale at Steve’s Auto
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1ttle Falls

The City of Little Falls, Minnesota, w 1ll be receiving sealed proposals to provide Clubhouse and
Event Center Management services as a part of the Little Falls Country Club.

Sealed proposals (one original, four copies, and one digital USB flash drive) will be received
by the City Administrator’s Office, 100 Northeast Seventh Avenue, PO Box 244, Little Falls, MN,
56345-0244, until 12:00 noon central time on February 21, 2024. Any proposals received after

the time specified will not be accepted and shall be returned unopened to the Proposer.

The Request for Proposals is open to inspection and may be obtained at City Hall, 100 Northeast
Seventh Avenue, Little Falls, MN, 56345; or on the City’s website at: www.cityoflittlefalls.com.

The City of Little Falls reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive technicalities,
 made, will be made to the most responsive Proposer whose
proposal is determined by the City, in its sole discretion, to be the most advantageous to the City.
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75 Years Aco - 1949

o Feb. 17, 1949 - Under the
sponsorship of the Clover
Leaf 4-H club, of near Motley,
the KSTP Barn Dance and
Main Street radio and stage
show will be presented in
Staples at the Staples audi-
torium on Friday evening,
Feb. 24, with the show start-
ing at 8:15 o’clock.

Featured on the pro-
gram will be Billy Folger,
Kim Weston, Fiddlin’ Russ,
Cactus Slim, Andy Walsh
and “Quarantine and Bobby,
the madcaps of comedy.”

o Feb. 17, 1949 - From a
report coming from County
Auditor Nick Truog, at
Long Prairie, it is learned
that Todd county paid out
a total of $1,809 in wolf and
fox bounties during the 1948
year.

Mr. Truog stated that the

- o -
Compiled by
Dawn Timbs
- o -

amount of bounty paid is
$4.00 for adult, and $2.00 for
cub fox, and $15.00 for adult
and $5.00 for cub wolves.

A total of 235 cub foxes
were turned in during the
year, and 310 adult fox were
turned over to the county.
Only nine wolves were pre-
sented for bounty, and no
wolf cubs were caught.

Leonard Markfelder
of Staples was the leader
in wolf bounties, having
turned in five of the nine
caught in the county. Mr.
Markfelder also turned in
34 adult fox during the year.
Second honors in the county
went to Arthur Morten-
son of Burnhamville, who
turned in 24 adult fox and
31 cubs.

o Feb. 17, 1949 - Sponsored
by the Staples Lions club,
teen-agers of Staples will be
entertained at a free roller
skating party at the Batcher
hall Tuesday evening, Feb.
22, starting at 7:30 and con-
tinuing until 11 p.m.

o Feb. 17, 1949 - Miss
Jackie Ellefson, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Ellefson,
of Staples, was the winner
of Todd county’s 4-H radio
public speaking contest
held Monday evening, Feb.
14, at Grey Eagle.

Jackie was one of 16 con-
testants to participate in
the event, and is a member
of the Hayden Boosters
4-H club, with Mrs. John
German as their adult
leader.

Choosing as her theme
“What My Home Means to
Me,” Jackie presented her
talk in one of the very best
manners that any speaker
has ever done in compe-
tition in 4-H club work,
according to Miss Ruth
Lehman, county home
demonstration agent.

As a result of her win-
ning, Jackie will appear in
a radio speech contest over

o0
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Mystery photo

Hello readers. This week’s archive
photo is from 1999. Do you know who
these people are and perhaps the con-
text of the photo? Do you have a memory

to share? Email your answers and where

station KWAD on Feb. 25.

50 Years Aco - 1974

o Feb. 14, 1974 - Craig Wil-
liams, son of Mr. and Mrs.
James E. Williams, Sta-
ples, was the recipient of
the Eagle Scout Award, the
highest award that can be
given a Boy Scout, at cere-
monies conducted at the
annual Boy and Cub Scout
Banquet Saturday evening
in the high school cafeteria.

o Feb. 14, 1974 - Thirteen
members of the Class of
1974 at Staples High school
were honored Feb. 7, by
their being initiated into
membership of the National
Honor Society.

The new members of
the society are Lynn Dyer,
Jodi Olsen, David Floistad,
Julie Johnson, Phil Linda-
mann, Sally Keeling, Rich-
ard Bremer, Julie Voeltz,
Michael Salber, Kim Wilson,
Joe Lauer, Linda Wise and
Mark Evans.

The seven members of
the National Honor Society,
who were inducted last May;
performed the initiation
ceremonies, namely Patri-
cia Blessing, Jeanne Hesse,
Susette Jay, Toni Anderson,
Lynnelle Reese, Gary Wil-
liams, and Marie Ziegler.

Thursday’s program got
underway with the Trum-
pet Fanfare, followed by
greetings from Dr. Duane
R. Lund, superintendent
of schools. The A Cappella
Choir, directed by Stan Carl-
son, sang “0O, All Ye Nations.”

o Feb. 14, 1974 - The
Rocket Grapplers defeated
the Pequot Lakes Indians in
a down-to-the-wire match at

home Thursday, 30-28.

The high point of the
evening was the ceremony
honoring the parents of the
wrestlers. Each wrestler’s
mother received a rose as
did the coaches’ wives, the
cheerleading advisor, and
the scorekeeper’s wife.

o Feb. 14, 1974 - The Sta-
ples Cardinals showed
the Little Falls Flyers, the
Aitkin Gobblers, the C-I
Rangers, the Park Rapids
Panthers, the Wadena Indi-
ans and the Detroit Lakes
Lakers where the wrestling
power of the Mid-State
Conference lies as the men
of Coach Don Dravis easily
wrestled their way to their
seventh consecutive crown
last Saturday at Little Falls.

As the Cardinals dom-
inated the action, they
came home with six indi-
vidual champions, Dave
Roberts, Mark Bendson
Bob Sowers, Tom Goff, Ron
Kern and Roger Madson,
plus a second placing by
Jeff Marden, third placings
by Terry Carlson, Bernie
Folkert and Bob Sadlo and a
fourth by Harry Goeden.

o Feb. 14, 1974 - Dr. Mike
A. Lucas has joined Dr.
James L. Schaefer on the
staff of the Staples Veter-
inary Clinic, according to
an announcement made
today. Dr. Lucas assumed his
duties Feb.. 4.

A native of Blackwell,
Oklahoma, Dr. Lucas
served as a veterinarian in
Hugoton, Kansas, before
joining the Staples Clinic.
He and his wife, Wanda,
have four children: David,
10; Janie, 10; Rebecca, 8; and

in July of 1987.

Pat Crawford recognized all of the

Mystery solved

Last week’s mystery photo pub-
lished in the Jan. 30, 1986 edition of
the Staples World featured several mem-
bers of the Motley community who had
been recognized at a Centennial dance
at the Motley 10-Hi Corral. Pictured from
left, back row: Ernie Spilman, American
Legion Commander; Lee Greig, Motley
Lions president; Marvin Spilman, Amer-
ican Legion gambling chairman; Quent
Bendtsen, president of the Motley Mer-
chants Association. Front row: Judy Hus-
tak, representing the Motley Lionettes;
Janet Greig, co-chair of the Centenni-
al fundraising committee; Betty Hustak,
of the Motley Senior Citizens; and Pat
Crawford, chairperson of the Centennial
project. Motley’'s Centennial took place

recall this particular gathering, but re-
membered all of the planning that went
into the Centennial. Janet Greig of Mot-
ley recognized most in the photo, and
also recalled the amount of work that
went into planning the town’s Centenni-
al celebration. She went on to share a
few memories about the Centennial it-
self, including that around 10,000 peo-
ple were in attendance throughout the
weekend, and that Hwy 10 was closed
for the parade, which resulted in traf-
fic being re-routed and backed up for
quite awhile. One woman from the Twin
Cities called later to report that her bird
had died because she’d been stuck
in traffic, due to Motley’s Centennial.
Kathy Odden of Staples recognized

Patty Crawford. Thanks for participating

women, and two of the men. She didn’t

in our Mystery Photo.

you're from to dtimbs@staplesworld.com
by Friday, or call 218-894-1112. The an-
swers will be published in next week’s
paper, as well as a new mystery photo.

Susan, 7. The family resides
on a farm north of Motley.

25 Years Aco - 1999

o Feb. 18, 1999 - Dustin
Cavin emerged the top
speller at Pillager School
after the Friday’s contest.
Dustin completed 14 rounds
of competition and won
with the word “remember.”
Cavin will advance to the
region Spelling Bee held
at Pequot Lakes and the
chance at state and Wash-
ington D.C.

o Feb. 18, 1999 - Posting a
28-20 win over Wadena-Deer
Creek for the championship,
the Staples Motley Cardi-
nals are Section 7TAA wres-
tling champs and headed for
the state tournament Feb.
25, 26 and 27.

o Feb. 18, 1999 - Lamp-
lighter Community Theatre
(LCT) takes you back to
the 1960’s and invites you
to “Listen in” on a conver-
sation over lunch by two
old, old friends, Clara and
Gertrude. Between courses,
these two octogenarians
reminisce, discuss and
debate as only friends since
childhood could.

Public performances of
the play, “Save Me a Place
at Forest Lawn,” are Feb. 27
and 28 at Centennial Audito-
rium in Staples.

The production is
directed by Amy Hjelmeland,
co-founder, board member
and past president of LCT.
“Gertrude” is played by
Anna Nice of Motley, who
has been involved in the-
ater and music for many
years. The part of “Clara”
is played by Margo Hoem-
berg of Staples, who usually
works “behind the scenes”
at artistic events. Hoemberg
is a member of the board of
LCT.

10 Years Aco - 2014

o Feb. 13, 2014 - Sophia
Roberts, a seventh grader
at Motley Staples Middle
School, was the winner at
the District Spelling Bee on
Jan. 30.

Roberts didn’t seem any
more nervous than the other
contestants, but inside she
was terrified. “I almost
passed out every time they
gave me a word,” she said.

To calm herself down,
Roberts used a trick that
her grandmother taught her.
“She said if you visualize
the word in your mind, you
should be able to spell it,”
she said.

In the last few rounds,
Roberts correctly spelled
recoup, rosin, extinguish,
evince and prognosticate.
Her win qualified her for
the Lakes Bee on March 6,
at Tornstrom Auditorium in
Brainerd.

for all classified

ads and copy is
12 noon Frida
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Student program supported

The Staples Host Lions recently donated $150 to
Sourcewell, to go toward their ‘Students of Character
ceremony. Pictured, from left, are Lion President Rick
Adamietz and Lexi McDonald with Sourcewell. (Staples
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Court report Feb. 1

Long Prairie Police

Department

Rafael Becerra Garcia, Long
Prairie. Driving after revocation. Dis-
missed.

Luis Alejandro Lara Castillo,
Long Prairie. Fleeing a peace offi-
cer in a motor vehicle. Sentenced.
Local confinement 364 days. Stay
334 days for two years. Credit for
time served: two days. Fine $400.
Fee $75. Supervised probation, two
years. Careless driving. Dismissed.

Cedric Roy Machado Pastrana,
Clarissa. Driver must carry proof of
insurance when operating vehicle.
Fine $200. Fee $85. Driving after
suspension. Fine $200.

Arcadia Zorrilla Hernandez, St.
Cloud. Disorderly conduct—offensive,
abusive, boisterous, noisy, obscene.
Dismissed.

Minnesota State Patrol

Austin Trey Hodgden, Park
Rapids. No proof of Minnesota insur-
ance. Dismissed.

Colin Steven Jackson, Clarissa.
Driving after revocation. Fine $200.
Fee $85. No proof of motor vehicle
insurance. Fine $200. Fee $85. No
insurance owner. Fine $200.

Jacob John Knudson, Staples.
Hands-Free Law—engage in cellular
phone or video call. Fine $50. Fee
$85.

Tina Marie Myrum, Bertha.
Speed 69/60. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Adam Gene Schwartz, Wadena.
Hands-Free Law—initiate, compose,
send, retrieve, read electronic mes-
sage. Fine $50. Fee $85.

Patricia June Sweeney, Cocoran.
Speed 74/65. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Thomas Andrew Zabka, Merri-
field. Speed 75/65. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

David Dean Anderson, Brecken-
ridge. Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Mitchell Trace Anderson, Bloom-
ington. Speed 85/70. Fine $60. Fee
$85.

Eric Michael Dahl, Osseo. Speed
80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Hannah Jo Grimm, Lake City.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Leon Joseph Imdieke, Sauk
Centre. Animals at large. Fine $50.
Fee $85.

Jessica Susan Jacobson, Twin
Valley. Speed 70/80. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Penelope Ann Johnson, Minne-
apolis. Speed 70/80. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Skyler James Dale Klinger, Long
Prairie. Speed 70/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Emma Audrey Lewis, Hugo.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Adelia Manuel, Houston, Texas.
Speed 103/70. Dismissed. Care-
less driving. Sentenced. Fine $200.
Fee $85. Local confinement 90
days. Stay 90 days for six months.
Probation to the court, six months.

Marcus Ryan Meder, Dalton.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Shelby Kay Nagel, Alexandria.
Speed 80/70. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Garett Scott Nelson, Rochert.
Seatbelt required. Fine $25. Fee
$85.

Colton Michael Niemann, Foley.
Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee $85.

Zachary Donald Person, New
London. Speed 70/60. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Tina Michelle Peterson, Men-
ahga. Speed 65/55. Fine $40. Fee
$85.

Jordan Mikal Pollock, Twin
Brooks, S.Dak. Speed 80/70. Fine
$40. Fee $85.

Alexander Stephan Pupp, Inde-
pendence. Speed 80/70. Fine $40.
Fee $85.

Paul Vance Robert Goldammer,
Sioux Falls, S.Dak. Speed 71/60.
Fine $50. Fee $85.

Cameron L. Sass, Lake Bar-

rington, lll. Speed 80/70. Fine $40
Fee $85.

Keith Lavell Scott, Fargo, N.Dak
Driving after cancellation. Stay of
adjudication. Fine $50. Probation to
the court, six months.

Staples Police Department

Bradley Richard Beach, Staples
Accumulated machinery/appliances/
other. Dismissed.

Wendy Sue Poland, Staples
Unlawful parking/storage. Dismissed

Todd County Sheriff’s Office

Sharon Sherrie Lee Kutter, Grey
Eagle. Theft- take, use, transfer mov:
able property. Dismissed, conditions
met or expired.

Brian Joseph Lemley, Sauk
Centre. Fifth Degree Possess
Schedule I, II, lll, IV or paraphernalia
residual—not cannabis/hemp. Dis
missed.

Geovanni Reyes, Clarissa. Driv:
ing after revocation. Fine $200. Fee
$85.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County Jan. 25
2024.

Sasha Lea Gangl, Grey Eagle
Harassment; restraining order—vio
late and knows of temporary or
retraining order. Dismissed, condi
tions met or expired. Fee totals $50.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County Jan. 29
2024.

Michael Andrew Brastad, Aldrich
Fifth Degree Possession of a Con
trolled Substance. Amended court
decision. Sentenced. Local confine
ment 90 days.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County Jan. 30
2024.

Brent Norman Polan, Interna
tional Falls. CRM-HRO violation. Stay
of adjudication. Fee totals $50. Dis
orderly conduct—offensive, abusive
boisterous, noisy, obscene. Dis
missed.

Robert James Hartman, Vern
dale. Second Degree DWI- operate
motor vehicle under influence of
alcohol. Dismissed. Second Degree
DWI- operate motor vehicle- alcohol
concentration 0.08 within two hours
Amended court decision. Sentenced
Fee totals $530. Local confinement
365 days. Stay 275 days for four
years. Credit for time served: five
days. Supervised probation, four
years.

Cindy Jay Krueger, Eagle Bend
Theft-take, use, transfer movable
property. Sentenced. Fine $50. Fee
totals $125. Local confinement 90
days. Stay 90 days for one year. Pro
bation to the court, one year.

The following cases were
heard before Judge Daniel
Benson in Seventh District
Court in Todd County Jan. 31
2024.

Devin Andrew Jake Fletcher, Park
Rapids. Dismissed. Fifth Degree:
Possess Schedule |, Il, I, IV- not
small amount marijuana. Fee totals:
$125. Local confinement 364 days
Stay 163 days for two years. Credit
for time served: 201 days. Theft
take/drive motor vehicle. Sentenced
Local confinement 90 days. Credit
for time served: 54 days. Fine $50
Fee totals $125. Supervised proba
tion, five years.

Brian Dean Young, Bertha
DWI—operate motor vehicle under
influence of alcohol. Dismissed
DWI—operate motor vehicle—alcohol
concentration 0.08 within two hours
Dismissed. Obstruct legal process-
lawful execution legal process. Dis
missed, conditions met or expired
Unsupervised monitoring without
conviction, six months.

Full & Part Time Local & Regional Positions

2, 3, and 4 day schedules or Full Time positions

available from our Terminal in St Cloud, MN.

Come join our team at Warnert Logistics, we will have 2 FT driving positions available
March 1st, We offer Full Time Benefits (Health Insurance, 401k, PTO) Home weekends
and some evenings, Late Model trucks and Dry Van trailers, excellent maintenance pro-

gram and onsite mechanic, percentage based pay program.

Requirements: Bi -
« Class A- Clean Driving Record &
« 2 Years minimum experience
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Feb. is Teen Dating Violence
Awareness Month

By Barb Dinkel Goodrich

Hands of Hope Resource Center -

Todd County

February was declared Teen Dating Vio-
lence Awareness Month by Congress in 2010.
It is a nationally recognized campaign to
raise awareness and education on teen dat-
ing violence and its impact on individuals,

families, and communities.

Romantic relationships between teen-
agers can be complicated. Being in a rela-
tionship requires more maturity than most
teens have developed, and are more likely
to lead to problems with communication,

jealousy, and selflessness.

Unhealthy relationships can take many
forms, and there are certain behaviors that
should be cause for concern and raise red

flags:

- Extreme jealousy or insecurity
- Explosive outbursts, temper, or mood

swings

» Possessiveness or controlling tenden-

cies

« Isolation from friends or family (physi-
cally, financially, or emotionally)
« Frequently being put down, especially

in front of others

- Threatening or causing physical vio-

lence

* Pressuring or forcing unwanted sexual

activity

« Monitoring their whereabouts, what
they are doing and who they are with

Talking to teens about the health of their
relationships is a proactive way to support
them, even if they are not in an abusive re-
lationship. Parents need to feel comfortable
talking about these issues. Schools need

to take steps to become better prepared

boundaries.

to address incidents on campus. And as
a community, we need to rise up and say
“No More.” It’s never too early to start hav-
ing these conversations — adolescence is a
crucial time to discuss love, respect, and

If you or someone you know is involved
in an unhealthy or abusive relationship, it
is important to know that you are not alone,

and telling someone you trust is the first

step. Relationship violence can escalate
quickly, so it’s important to take action

as soon as you experience any emotional,

physical, or sexual abuse. Remember: “one

time is too many.”

Hands of Hope Resource Center in Long
Prairie has trained advocates available if
you want to talk in a safe, confidential en-

vironment. Advocates can be reached Mon-

day-Friday, 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. at 320-732-

2319, or their 24/7 hotline at 800-682-4547.

Quote of the week

“Love is nothing in tennis.
But in life, it’s everything.”
— Jeanette Murray

Minnesotans value water

From University of Minnesota
Extension

Understanding how dif-
ferent communities value
water and prioritize its pro-
tection is critical to effec-
tive policy and governance.

University of Minneso-
ta research recently pub-
lished in Society & Natural
Resources explores how
socially and culturally di-
verse Minnesotans value
water. While some values
are universal — safe drink-
ing water, for example —
other values and priorities
vary by sociocultural iden-
tities.

This work was support-
ed by the Minnesota En-
vironment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund as
recommended by the Legis-
lative-Citizen Commission
on Minnesota Resources
(LCCMR). Funding for this
project was also provided
by the Minnesota Stormwa-
ter Research Council and
Clean Water Funds estab-
lished by the Minnesota
Clean Water Land & Legacy
Amendment.

“Minnesotans don’t all
experience water in the
same ways — we have dif-
ferent water relationships
depending on where we
live, our cultural world-
views, our life experienc-
es and the hardships we
face,” said lead author Mae
Davenport, a professor in
the Department of Forest
Resources and director of
the Center for Changing

Landscapes. “Unfortunate-
ly, because of historical
and institutional injustices
that still affect people to-
day, culturally diverse and
non-dominant racialized
groups have been under-
represented in positions
of power and underserved
by decisions that affect hu-
man-water relationships.”

Through two studies, a
statewide mail survey of
Minnesota residents and an
onsite survey of Twin Cit-
ies community members
at cultural events, the re-
search team observed how
variables like gender, race,
ethnicity and home own-
ership are associated with
different water priorities.
The researchers partnered
with community leaders to
make the methods more in-
clusive and representative
of diverse water relation-
ships.

They found:

- Safe and clean drink-
ing water was the most im-
portant water value in both
studies, across all gender,
race and ethnic identities.

e Culturally diverse re-
spondents identifying as
Asian, American Indian,
Black or African American,
Hispanic or Latino, Middle
Eastern or North African,
or Native Hawaiian or Pa-
cific Islander placed higher
importance than white-on-
ly identifying respondents
on many water values, in-
cluding water for cultural
and religious practices, for
watering vegetable gardens,

~
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for recreation opportuni-
ties, and fishing for pre-

ferred species.
« Female-identifying

respondents placed high-

er importance on average
across water values than

male-identifying respon-
dents in the statewide sur-

vey.

“What we have learned
through this research will
support more inclusive and
community-centered water

dialogue, science, policy de-

velopment and investments
for all Minnesotans,” said
Davenport. “I believe we all
will benefit from learning
more about the deep and
meaningful connections
people have with water in

Mni Sé6ta Makoce, the Da-

kota name for what is now
called Minnesota, meaning
where waters reflect the
clouds.” And, water will
benefit too as we share in

¢

our knowledge and care-

taking practices.”
These findings suggest

that more inclusive and ho-

listic water science, policy

and management is need-
ed. Approaches that ac-

knowledge and support the
diversity of water values
and relationships should

be incorporated into wa-

ter programs, policies and
investments. Additionally,

science requires more in-
clusive research and en-

gagement methodologies

to explore and uplift differ-

ent voices and narratives
around water.
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Letter to the Editor
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Caucus puts
government in
your hands

On Tuesday, Feb. 27, at
7 p.m., Republicans across

Minnesota will be gather-

ing in their neighborhoods

for precinct caucuses. The
future of our party and na-
tion belongs to those who
show up. If you wish to see
a change in our party or our
candidates, precinct caucus-
es are your chance to stand
up and be heard. Don’t miss
your chance to make a dif-
ference. Attend your cau-
cuses at Menahga, Sebeka,

O

Wadena and Verndale, de-
pending on which precinct
you live in. If you’re unsure
where to go, you can find out
by going to the caucus find-
er on the Minnesota Secre-
tary of State’s website.

Donald Line
Verndale, Minn.

Quote of the week

“Whether you think you can or you think
you can’t, you're right.”

— Henry Ford

Looking ahead to state
session, Bonding Bill

By Senator Paul Utke

As February begins, it’s
time to start considering
the upcoming Legislative
Session. Since 2024 is a
Bonding Year, not only does
that mean session starts
a bit later on February 12,
but it also means the main
focus of the year is putting
together a bonding bill, de-
spite Democrats already
passing multiple bonding
bills last year. The Demo-
crat trifecta also showed
they have no qualms when
it comes to pushing their
social agenda on the entire
state. So much so that they
ran through nearly the en-
tire surplus, with plans to
spend even more this year.

I’m sure most folks re-
member the end of 2022
when it was announced that
Minnesota had an unprece-
dented surplus - nearly $19
billion before accounting for
inflation. Minnesotans were
expecting tax relief. Unfor-
tunately, that money has all
but been spent up by Dem-
ocrats, funding extreme
and costly legislation. All
those projects were finan-
cially underestimated when
they were passed, and now
costs are exploding. Free
school meals, a paid sick
time mandate, and funding
for the State Office Building
renovations... All over bud-
get. To make matters worse,

because of Democrats’ out-

of-control spending, Minne-
sota is barreling towards a
deficit. Republicans tried
to sound the alarm on this
repeatedly, and now we’re
seeing the results of their

catastrophic spending.

One of the top priorities
this session will require tak-
ing a hard look at the cur-
rent spending and doing our
best to rein it in. Senate Re-
publicans have always been
committed to fiscal respon-
sibility — after all, these are
taxpayer dollars that are be-
ing spent. Since we’re look-
ing at a deficit on the hori-
zon, the legislature needs to
get our state’s finances in
order. If this doesn’t happen,
you can certainly bet Demo-
crats will continue raising
taxes to fund their pet proj-
ects.

Another issue that has
already reared its head is
the “End-of-Life Options”
bill. Democrats have forced
hearings on this bill, show-
ing how interested they are
in continuing with a cul-
ture of death in their sin-
gle-party control. Rather
than providing treatment
and care for the vulnerable,
terminally ill, depressed,
and frail, they propose a
sanitized “medical aid in
dying” approach that just
masks a hidden agenda to
undermine a person’s right
to life. We’ve seen the hor-
rifying results of these as-
sisted suicide laws in other
states and countries, like
doctor shopping by family
members to end the life of
a loved one, flimsy psycho-
logical referrals, and even
expanding qualifications to
include economic status. A
person’s right to life does
not depend on their quali-
ty of life, mental health, or
income. This bill is an ex-
tremely dangerous policy

that will pit Minnesotans
against one another and
divide families facing chal-
lenging situations. This is
something Republicans will
be fighting against.

Lastly, as stated before,
it’s a bonding year. That typ-
ically means many bonding
projects will be heard, and
some projects will be chosen
to be included in a bonding
bill at the end of session. It’s
important that we address
crumbling infrastructure,
but Democrats are not in-
terested in doing that. They
already passed multiple
bonding bills last session,
and those bills funded nu-
merous metro projects and
funded over 54 non-profits.
They put special interests
above real needs, and I be-
lieve we’ll see more of the
same this year.

There are many topics
that will be on the agenda
this year. Senate Republi-
cans will work hard to hold
the line by pushing for tax
relief and funding for crit-
ical infrastructure, but
Democrats have shown they
have no interest in working
across the aisle. They’ve
previously opted to push
through hyper-partisan leg-
islation, and I'm concerned
we can expect more of the
same this year. We need to
do what is best for Minne-
sota families, not special in-
terest groups. I encourage
folks to follow along closely
this year and remain en-
gaged in the process. Minne-
sotans should not be stuck
footing the bill for bad Dem-
ocrat policies.

Stauber urges Congress
to delist gray wolves

Submitted by the office of
U.S. Representative Pete
Stauber

Congressman Pete Stau-
ber (MN-08) recently led a
letter to House Leadership
and House Appropriations
Chairwoman and Ranking
Member requesting that
any FY2024 spending pack-
age put before the House
of Representatives include
language to delist the gray
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wolf under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA).

The importance of this
request was recently com-
pounded by a Friday an-
nouncement made by the
Biden Administration’s
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice that there would be no
changes to the listing status
of the gray wolf under the
ESA.

Of his letter, Stauber
stated, “The gray wolf has
fully recovered, yet Admin-
istration after Administra-
tion have been unable to
delist this species under the
ESA because well-funded
activist groups have weap-
onized the court system to
keep the gray wolf on the
Endangered Species list.
Most recently, an activist
judge in California ordered
the Biden Administration
to relist the species in 2022.

Stauber continued, stat-
ing, “Friday’s announce-
ment further demonstrates
that the Biden Administra-
tion is unable to do the right
thing, making it more evi-
dent that Congressional ac-
tion is necessary. That’s why
Iam proud to lead a group of
my colleagues in demand-
ing that House Leadership
and House Appropriators
include language to delist
the gray wolf under the
ESA in any FY2024 spend-
ing package brought before
this Chamber. My constitu-
ents in northern Minnesota
are fed up with the devastat-
ing repercussions caused by
the dramatic rise in the gray
wolf population, which is
why I will not stop until the
gray wolf is removed from

the Endangered Species list
and a responsible manage-
ment plan is enacted in our
state.”

Background

In Minnesota, the gray
wolf population is estimated
to be well over 3,000, while
the ESA Recovery Plan goal
for our state is 1,400.

Congressman Stauber
has been very active on this
issue, introducing legisla-
tion like the Manage Our
Predators Act to remove
the ability of judges from
faraway places to dictate
how we manage wildlife
in our backyard. Over the
past several months, Stau-
ber has met with constitu-
ents from across northern
Minnesota to listen to their
stories regarding the gray
wolf attacks on livestock,
pets, and wildlife. He most
recently hosted a town hall
meeting alongside Minneso-
ta state legislators in Willow
River, MN on January 22nd,
which was attended by over
240 concerned constituents
from across Minnesota’s 8th
Congressional District.

On February 1st, Stauber
joined House Natural Re-
sources Committee Chair-
man Bruce Westerman and
his colleagues on the Natu-
ral Resources Committee in
sending a letter to U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Direc-
tor Martha Williams regard-
ing the agency’s unscientif-
ic approach to gray wolf
listing under the ESA and
the significant impacts an
endangered listing would
have on western communi-
ties.
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February

° DisTRICT SPELLING BEE
Feb. 20, 1:30 p.m.

March

© Our Voice, Our SonaG
Concert March 2, Sta-
ples-Motley High School
Main Gym, 7 p.m.

© MS/HS CONCERTS
March 7, 6 p.m., 7 p.m., Cen-
tennial Auditorium

© MippLE ScHooL DaANcE
March 8, 3:45 - 5:45 p.m.

© MippLE ScHooL MusicaL
March 15 - 16, Centennial
Auditorium

o PoLar PLunge March 20

o Sapie HAwkinNs DaANCE
(Grabes 9 - 12) March 23,
7:30 - 10:30 p.m.

© VocaL LAarGceE GRouP
CONTEST AT STAPLES-MoOTLEY
March 27

Forensic psychologist
author to speak at library

Thursday, Feb. 15, Foren-
sic Psychologist Frank F.

Weber will be at the Staples
Library, speaking from 6-7
p.m. on the writing of true
crime, forensic work and

his latest book. The Haunt-

ed House of Hillman {H2
OH} is based on the true
story of teens daring each
other to return to the home
of an unsolved murder. The
killer begins to view the
home as a victim magnet.
Frank will share the
amazing stories of victim

survival that led to the res-

olution of this true crime
thriller. Frank will give
a live demonstration of a
lie detector test (volunteer
a friend). Frank will be at

the library from 5-7:30 p.m.

answering questions on

FRANE F. WEBER

HAUNTED
HOUSE

HILLMAN

his work, signing and sell-
ing his books and discuss-
ing the latest forensic tools.

The Staples Public Library
is located at 122 6th Street

Northeast, Staples.

Frank F. Weber is a fo-
rensic psychologist special-
izing in homicide, sexual
assault and domestic abuse
cases. He uses his unique
understanding of how pred-
ators think, knowledge of
victim trauma and expert
testimony in writing his
true crime thrillers. He has
profiled cold case homi-
cides and narrated an in-
vestigative show on Oxygen.
His award winning books
include “Murder Book”
(2017) “The 1-94 Murders”
(2018) “Last Call” (2019) “Ly-
ing Close” (2020) “Burning
Bridges” (2021), “Black and
Blue” (2022), “The Haunted
House of Hillman” (2023)
and “Scandal of Vandals”
(2024).
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Mark Xour Cagendar

February 14, 15

Free Tax-Aipe Wednes-
days, 1-4 p.m. and Thurs-

days, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.,
through April 11, Staples
City Hall. Must call for an
appointment at 218-296-6616.
For low to moderate income
taxpayers.

‘WarLk WitH A Doc’

wood Health System’s main
campus in Staples. Meet
at the main entrance. For
more information about
this free program, visit
https://walkwithadoc.org/

join-a-walk/locations/sta-

ples-minnesota

February 16

Women’s OPEN AA Recov-
ery Meetinag Every Friday

in person, 10:30 a.m., Mot-

ley Free Methodist Church
(lower level), 33 Wellwood
St. E. Motley. All women
welcome.

Thurs-
days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-

February 18

CeLEBRATE RECcOVERY GROUP
MeeTings are held every
Sunday at 6 p.m., at Motley
Free Methodist Church, 33
Wellwood St. E., Motley.

February 20

EXPERIENCE STRENGTH AND
Hore AA Groupr MTGs IN Sta-
pLes are held at the Church
of Christ, 27343 490th St.,
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. For info.,
call Dan at 218-640-7228.

February 21

StAPLES ALL VETERANS AND
CommunNiTy PARK Associa-
mion Wwill hold its regular
monthly board meeting
on Wednesday, Feb. 21, 5:30
p.m., at Timbers Restaurant
and Event Center in Staples.
The public is invited. To at-
tend via Zoom, contact Bob
Hamann at 218-894-3139.

MnDOT comment period for
Highway 10 4-lane in Wadena
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Staples Host Lions donate

The Staples Host Lions Club re-
cently made several monetary donations,
including $1,000 designated for the up-
coming Staples-Motley Grad Blast. Pic-
tured, from left, are Amy Winter, Grad

Blast committee member; Lion President
Rick Adamietz; and Sara Trantina, Grad
Blast committee member. (Staples World
photo by Dawn Timbs)

sinrLES HOST
LIONS CLUB
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SM Music Department receives donation

The Staples Host Lions Club recent-
ly made several monetary donations, in-
cluding $500 to the Staples-Motley Music
Department, with these funds designated
for risers at the SM Elementary School.
Pictured, from left, are Lori Nienow, Ad-

ministrative Assistant of Activities and
Community Ed. at SM Schools; Lion Pres-
ident Rick Adamietz; and Brandy Lyon,
SM Elementary Music Teacher. (Staples
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

The Environmental Assessment Work-
sheet (EAW) for proposed improvements
to Highway 10 in Wadena, is available for
review and comment from Feb. 13 to March
14, 2024, reports the Minnesota Department
of Transportation.

MnDOT will improve and expand High-
way 10 to four lanes, two in each direction,
from west of Wadena at 620th Avenue, Otter
Tail County, to east of Wadena at Oink Joint
Road/140th Street, Wadena County, in 2025-
2026. The project includes roundabouts at
County Road 92/11th Street NW (formerly
640th Avenue) and Harry Rich Drive, along
with a J-turn at County Road 75.

Copies of the EAW, which documents the
purpose and need of the project along with
the potential environmental impacts, are
available for public viewing during busi-
ness hours at the following locations:

o Wadena City Hall: 222 2nd St. SE, Wade-
na, MN 56482

o Wadena City Library: 210 First St. SW,
Wadena, MN 56482

An electronic copy of the EAW can be
accessed from MnDOT’s project website.
The 30-day public comment period opens
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024, and closes Thursday,
March 14, 2024. Comments can be sent to
Ben Meister, MnDOT District 3 environ-
mental coordinator, at benjamin.meister@
state.mn.us; Minnesota Department of
Transportation, 7694 Industrial Park Road,
Baxter, MN 56425; or through the comment
box on the project website.

MnDOT encourages participation by all.
If you need an ASL, a foreign language in-
terpreter, or other reasonable accommoda-
tion, or need documents in an alternative
format (such as braille or large print) for
this email or event, please email your re-
quest to ADArequest.dot@state.mn.us or
call 651-366-4720.

For more information on projects in cen-
tral Minnesota, visit mndot.gov/d3/proj-
ects, or follow us on Facebook at facebook.
com/groups/MnDOTcentral.

Staples ‘Meals on Wheels’
volunteers needed

Volunteers are being
sought to deliver meals for
the “Meals on Wheels” pro-
gram in Staples.

Meals on Wheels is part
of the Staples Nutrition

70 ’5?

*’”«- First Lutheran’

Church,
Pillager
lnvites you to..
«Ash Weds. Service
Weds., Feb. 14, 7 p.m.
eLenten Services:
Weds., Feb. 21, 28
Weds., March 6, 13, 20
~Soup and Sandwich
Supper, 5:30 p.m.
~Se;1f111:ce at 6: 301;) m. &
ePalm Sunday: ¥
March 24, 9:30 a.m. ~
+Good Friday Service
March 29, 7 p.m.

4_ Easter Sunday:
*March 31,9:30 a.m.

Service
All are welcome!
The church is located at

Site based at the Staples
Community Center. Vol-
unteers deliver prepared
meals weekdays, on aver-
age taking about one hour.
If interested call 218-894-

2556, Mon.-Fri. (imornings
are best).

The Staples Community
Center is located at 425 4th
St. NE, Staples.

._,..

Care Community Meal

Tues., Feb. 27

4:30 - 6 p.m.

Staples Assembly of God

914 3rd Ave. NE

Menu: Sliced Ham, Scalloped
Potatoes, Corn, Salad, Variety

of Great Desserts.

_- % | Also showing the “JESUS” film
in the sanctuary starting at 5:45
p.m. for all who are interested.

Ml ¢

Venture down memory lane with audio from
* songs that influenced your youth, television
show themes that became must watch TV,
along with historic speeches from world
leaders that shaped today’s Iandscape
--FREE: COME AND PLAY-- ’

Thursday, Feb. 22, 11:30 a.m.;

Staples Community Center 3§
122 6th Street NE, Staples
Bring a friend or two: it’s FREE to play!

It’s easy, free and fun to play. Everyone receives a game plece
A 60 to 90 second selection of audio is played, followed by a
trivia question in relation to the audio. Players have multiple
choice options, circling what they think is the correct answer.
This 30 question journey into yesteryear can be completed in
approx. 60 minutes. The player with the top score is declared
the winner and awarded a certificate proclaiming their skill.
Certificate is suitable for framing, hanging up or portable
enough to carry with at all times for bragging rights!

Thomeward. --presented by Homeward Health

|| 717 River St. S., Pillager ),
i 3, S"‘ )
N —atl

2024 Republican Precinct Gaucuses

Pursuant to the laws of the State of Minnesota
notice is hereby given that Precinct Caucuses of the
Republican Party of Wadena County will be held

Tues., February 27, 2024 at 7 p.m.
Arrive early to register
Held at the following locations:
eMenahga High School Commons for:
Menahga City, Blueberry Twp., Huntersville Twp.,
Shell River Twp.

eSeheka High School Media Room for:
Lyons Twp., Meadow Twp., Nimrod, N. Germany
Twp., Orton Twp., Red Eye Twp., Rockwood Twp.,
Sebeka

eWadena-DC High School Commons Area for:
Leaf River Twp., Wadena P1, Wadena P2,
Wadena P3, Wadena Twp.

eVerndale High School Library for:
Aldrich City, Aldrich Twp., Bullard Twp., Staples,

Verndale, Wing River Twp.
Prepaid and paid for by: Wadena County Republicans, PO Box 531, Wadena, MN

Republican Caucus, Todd County
February 27, 2024, 7 p.m.

Bertha-Hewitt HS Library:
Bartlett TWP, Bertha City, Bertha TWP, Germania TWP,
Hewitt City & Stowe Prairie TWP
Browerville HS Library:
\l Browerville City, Hartford TWP, Little Elk TWP, Turtle
Creek TWP & Ward TWP
Clarissa City Hall:
Burleene TWP, Clarissa City, Eagle Bend City, Eagle Val-
ley TWP, lona TWP & Wykeham TWP
Grey Eagle Senior
Citizen Center:
Birchdale TWP, Burnhamville TWP, Burtrum City, Grey
Eagle City, Grey Eagle TWP & Swanville City
LP-GE HS Commons:
Bruce TWP, Little Sauk TWP, Long Prairie City, Long
Prairie TWP, Reynolds TWP & Round Prairie TWP
% Osakis Elementary School Media Center:
Gordon TWP, Kandota TWP, Leslie TWP, Osakis City,
West Union City & West Union TWP
Staples-Motley HS
Media Center:
Fawn Lake TWP, Moran TWP, Staples City, Staples TWP
& Villard TWP

Paid for by Todd County Republicans,
40298 Pinewood Court, Browerville, MN 56438

w8-9p
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Obituaries

Neil Dvorak

Neil J. Dvorak, 88, of
Browerville, passed away
peacefully at The Moments
in Lakeville, on February 9,
2024.

Funeral services will be
held Saturday, February 17,
2024, at 11:00 a.m. at the Sta-
ples Church of Christ. Vis-
itation will be held at 10:00
a.m. at the church, one hour
prior to the start of the ser-
vice. Lunch will follow.

Burial with military
honors will be at Moran
Riverside Cemetery.

Neil was born September
25, 1935 to James and Car-
oline (Hanson) Dvorak in
Wadena. In 1955 he received
an Agriculture Degree
from the University of Min-
nesota. Neil then served
for two years in Korea with

5

the United States Army.
During his time in Korea,

he enjoyed his primary role
as a photographer.

Neil was a lifelong dairy
farmer who loved his land
and animals. In his free

time, he enjoyed spend-

ing a peaceful day on the

lake fishing and capturing
nature through the photog-
raphy skills he picked up
while in the service. Neil
was also very proud of his
Norwegian and Czechoslo-
vakian heritage.

Neil is survived by one
sister, Judy Germann;
two nephews, Todd (Terry
Rimer) Germann and Chris
(Lisa) Germann; one grand-
nephew, Hakon Germann;
one grandniece, Maren
Germann and many cous-
ins, friends and wonderful
neighbors.

He is preceded in death
by his parents.

Arrangements are by
the Brenny Family Funeral
Chapel, Staples.
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Staples

Staples Alliance
1512 8th St. NE, Staples......... 218-894-2891
Pastor Zach Jones
Sunday Worship
Sunday School
WEDNESDAY

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples........... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Small Groups (Bible classes
for all ages)
Morning Worship
Children’s Church (Kids start in main
worship service)
Prayer Meeting
WEDNESDAY
Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)

Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)

Church of Christ

Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live

Sunday Worship...........cccceeeserne. 1
WEDNESDAY:

Faith Lutheran

Pastor Carl Larson
Pastor Chris Mathiason

Sunday School and

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples

info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn

Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:

Seventh Day Adventist

421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples

218-894-0033
Saturday Worship
Sabbath School

Thomastown Covenant

Pastor Scott Jorgenson
Sunday Worship

Trinity Lutheran

Rev. Robin Collins

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples..
Sunday Worshl
(Nursery Avulluble for Sunday Worship)

AWANA. .o 6:00 p.m.

Aiter school to 5:30 p.m.
.............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

27343 490th St., Staples............ 218-894-2609

Bible School (youth and adult).....9:30 a.m.
0:30 a.m.
Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study.......7-8 p.m.

430 12th Street. NE., Staples.....218-894-1546

Sunday Worship Service .................. 9:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship.........cccooere.... 10:05 a.m.

Church s 218-894-2296

SUNAQY..oovveveeeeeeeeeeenememasasnsasasass 8:30 a.m.

15940 251st Ave., Staples.......... 218-894-3923

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH....... 6 30p. m.

1000 4th St., NE, Staples............ 218-894-2372
Sunday Divine Service................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class ... 10:30 a.m.

....218-894-2248
.......................... 10:30 a.m.

Aldrich

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich

Janet Eckman SMA.................. 218-837-5831
jre227@yahoo.com

Sunday Worship.........ccoeeeeeeesseee. 8:30 a.m.
Cushing

Bethany Lutheran

25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN

320-749-2140

Pastor Carl Larson

Pastor Chris Mathiason

www.bethanylutherancushing.org
Sunday Worship........ccooevrrvveveenenn. 9:00 a.m.
Communion................... 1st and 2nd Sunday

of each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www_lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. -
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor: Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY

Church Worship Gathering.......... 10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel .......cccooeereeerec.e. 10:00 a.m.

12 p.m.

Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes
Sunday School
Worship
WEDNESDAY
Bible study .........coeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeenennnne 7:30 p.m.

Leader

Swan Valley Lutheran
......... 218-397-2470
Authorized Minister

of Word and Sacrament
Sunday Worship

January - July
July - January

Maple Hill Lutheran

Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister
of Word and Sacrament

Leader ......... 218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
Worship and Sunday School.......... 9:00 a.m.

Motley

Motley Free Methodist

33 Wellwood St. E

Motley 56466...................ccceenn. 218-352-6388
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Casey Reynolds, Assistant;’ustor

Sunday Worship... 00 and 10: 30 a.m.
facebook live... 9a.m.

WEDNESDAY
AWANA ... 4:00-5:30 p.m.
....... 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley............... 218-352-6399

Staples Area Church Directory

St. Michael Catholic Church
1st St. and Birch, Motley............. 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org
Fr. Aaron Kuhn
Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:

LY TITT 1) 4:00 p.m.

United Methodist

847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley.....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie

www.motleyumc.net

Sunday Worship Service 10:00 a.m
Monday AA meeting...... :00 p.m
Oylen
Oylen Alliance

Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday School
Sunday Worship...

Pillager

First Lutheran Church

Pastor Mathew Sundquist

717 River Street S, Pillager, MN

218-746-3775
Sunday Worship
Sunday School, 2nd a

........... 9:30 a.m.
h Sundays
8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God

Pastor Dan Johnson

N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104.

Phone 218-746-3839
.9:

First Baptist

903 River Street South, Pillager

Pastor Jake Anderson

218-746-3768

curious@fhepillager.com
Worship Gathering ... 10:00 a.m.
Connection Point........cooovvvvvveeenenne 9:30 a.m.

Heuwitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.0. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastor
Sunday School
Sunday Worship...
WEDNESDAY PRAYE

Trinity Lutheran Church
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish

Sunday Worship........cccooeeeeeeeeee 10:30 a.m.

Hewitt Community Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren

Sunday Worship........ccooeevvvvvveeenne 10:30 a.m.

Verndale

Verndale Alliance

109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481

218-445-5619

Senior Pastor Tony Stanley

Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
Sunday Worship.........ccoeeeeererrren 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses

11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church

402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568

VerndaleFLC@gmail.com

Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Tahna Rurup, Connections & Media Pastor
Tillman Phagan, Kid's & Food Shelf Pastor
Ryan Wolfenden, Youth Pastor
SUNDAY
Youth Prayer
Worship Service ...
Prayer Meeting....
WEDNESDAY
Life Groups......

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
Sunday Worship
Sunday School
WEDNESDAY
Family Night.............ccoeeeemeeennnnnnne 5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale

Pastor Robin Fish
Sunday Worship.......cccoevevvvvvveeenn 9:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study......coovvvvvvreeeereeenrrnneee 6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
Sunday Worship.......cccoeeeeeeeeenee. 9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist

5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)

Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4950
Sunday Service ...9:00 a.m.
Bible Study ..
WEDNESDAY
Seeds of Hope.......

St. Frederick Catholic Church
20 Mason Avenue NW................ 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org

Fr. Aaron Kuhn

Fr. Gabriel Walz

MASS:

SQHUIAY wooveeeenrnrrerreereeerereeeeeeeeeees 6:00 p.m
St. Hubert Catholic Church
BlUBGFOSS ....orererreeerer e 218-894-2296
info@marysacc.org

Fr. Aaron Kuhn
Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:

Leaf River Township
The Old Country Church

EE'? Pagho;d‘ﬂ;u;clfggll (Il(r?gil]iliebrle Class......8:30 a.m. Leaf River Twp., Wadena Coqmy Rd.6
e — #30am. Sundo S . 100,
L] L
“Follow Me”
Pastor Chris Mathiason, Faith Lutheran Church, Staples
Are you a sports fan? Someone that lives When Jesus called his disciples, He said,
and dies based on the performance of your “Follow Me." Jesus started His ministry by
team? A long suffering Vikings fan, an ever forming relationships. When | think about
optimistic Twins fan, cautiously hopeful my life, the most important parts of my sto-
Timberwolves fan or a dedicated Wild fan? ry are not about my interests or what | did,
Or perhaps you're a Cardinal to the core, the most important parts of my life are the
watching basketball, wrestling and cheer- relationships | formed on the way.
ing? As January has come to a close, | think
Or do your interests take you somewhere about Jesus’call to each of us, “Follow Me!” |
else? Travel, music, reading. Professional think about the relationships | have formed
wrestling or bingo. Ordo you spend timeon in church and the people | meet each day.
your computer, Facebook or video games? | pray that God opens a door to you to
We have so many options for where we strengthen friendships with others. | pray
spend our time, our money and our atten- we might work together to care for our
tion. But we need to remind ourselves that neighbor. May you have or find a place to
being busy is not the same as doing things connect with others.
worth our time. Blessed 2024 to you all.
L, ]

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these area businesses:

\
Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

p

Staples Veterinary
Clinic
"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”’

Open 7 days a week.
Staples, MN 218-894-3263

Central Building Staples World Tower Pizza
H 1O§Vu'?glyl MIN YO”’2 ‘;Z’"ﬂﬁ”g{ ",\‘TE’SPSatpe’I 5"”‘3&,7\1890 Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
wy. est, aples, . , aples, . _
218-894-3794 p 218-894-1112 Staples, MN 218-894-3299

The Church Director
***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, emaiil: lmnter@staplesmdd.com.

is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

2 I

or call 218-894-1112. As always, continue to email your Minist

or adverti:

t to: j @stap Id.com

O

Virginia Rollins

Virginia K. Rollins, 70, of
Staples passed away Febru-
ary 5, 2024 at her home in
Staples.

A Celebration of Life
Gathering will be held from
10:00 a.m. to noon on Satur-
day, April 13, at the Taylor
Funeral Home in Staples.

Virginia was born
November 12, 1953, to
Warren and Marie (Wein-
ans) Rubel in Staples. She
grew up and attended
school in Staples where she
graduated from high school.
At the age of 14 she began
working at the Mary Ron-
dorf Retirement Home in
Staples until she moved to
Brainerd in 1974. Virginia
was united in marriage to
James Rollins on July 21,
1973. The couple resided in
Brainerd for a few years
until returning to Staples
in 1980 where she went back
to work for the Mary Ron-
dorf Home. She became
the administrator for many
years. Following the pur-
chase of the Mary Rondorf
Home by Lakewood Health
System, Virginia retired
and began working part-
time at Ernie’s Grocery
Store in Staples. She volun-
teered much of her time as
an election judge and at the
Staples Food Shelf. In her
free time, she enjoyed trav-
eling, playing Farkle and
having frequent lunch dates
with her many friends. Vir-

ginia enjoyed spending
time with her family and
playing a nightly game of
Yahtzee with her husband.
She was dearly loved and
will be greatly missed.

Virginia is survived
by her husband, James;
one daughter, Melissa
(Jeffrey) Winter; one son,
Michael (Heather) Rollins;
two brothers, David Rubel
and Kenneth Rubel; one
sister, Mary Jo Nelson; four
grandchildren, Madison
Winter, Ian Winter, Keith
Rollins and Amy Rollins
and many nieces, nephews
and friends.

She was preceded in
death by her parents and
two brothers, Thomas
Rubel and John Rubel.

Arrangements are by
the Taylor Funeral Home,
Staples, www.taylorfuner-
als.com.
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Olivia DeGeest

Olivia Caroline DeGeest,
80, arrived in St. Paul, Min-
nesota on January 17, 1943
and is now writing her next
chapter in heaven.

So, here’s the thing - my
mom loved adventures.
Often growing up we would
leave the driveway for two
or three weeks with no
real plan or final destina-
tion. We had books on hot
springs and national parks
to guide us. We would travel
in the truck and camper
or the Blazer with coolers
filled with frozen venison
and cupboards of canned
vegetables from the garden.

My mom’s parents were
Heartland and Olivia Cal-
lender. Now, they were char-
acters - a lot of stories to be
told there. My mother and
her sister, Caroline, were
a few years apart, but they
shared stories of figure
skating with their dad and
their mom’s favorite orange
carrot Jell-O salad plus cin-
namon rolls.

Teaching was my mom’s
passion. She often liked to
share she taught three to
90-year-olds. She particu-
larly loved teaching second
to fourth graders. She
touched many students’
lives and left many memo-
ries of handprints on pillow
cases. She taught many
things to many folks, includ-
ing microwave cooking
classes when microwaves
first came out, helping a
90-year-old achieve his GED,
and teaching many kids
how to read.

After her teaching career
she took on running the
office at IPS Cranes. All
could share many memo-
ries of her management
style; she loved you all.

My mom was loved by
many. Some of her favorite
times were family reunions
and visiting with friends.
She enjoyed dirt biking
and snowmobiling with her
husband, Charlie, cuddling
and watching movies with
her grandson, Ronan (12).
My mom and her grand-
daughter, Regan (11), loved
to bake cakes together from
scratch while her other
granddaughter, Ryann (9),
loved to drive her around

Needing/Wanting a )

Granite Memorial
FOR YOUR FAMILY?

I can help!

Diane M.
Hahn

29 years servmg
our area!

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

on the four-wheeler. Pat,
her son-in-law, enjoyed
taking my mom on sunset
boat cruises with a glass of
wine. Her youngest daugh-
ter, Heather, always offered
her an adventure when our
folks visited her - whether
she was at her home in
Montana or Idaho - while
she worked different jobs
with the U.S. Forest Service.

And of course, there is
Pedro the cat (our Garfield),
my mom’s beloved pet who
came to the hospital to visit
many times (popular with
all the nurses) and would
sit by her side and bite her
when she wasn’t giving him
enough attention. Pedro
was found in a wheel well at
the TIPS Duluth shop during
the wintertime when he
was a newborn kitten and
was fed by my mom with a
syringe.

And thank you to Scott,
her truly closest friend.
Thank you for listening to
all of her stories and spend-
ing so much time with her.

While Mom is in heaven,
we will think of her often
and wonder if she fired
anyone lately (always the
boss). We will plan for a late
spring gathering of friends
and family with mom’s
favorite foods and I'm sure
there will be a big bonfire at
the farm.

That’s it for now, until
we see each other again to
share more stories of the
days behind and the days
ahead.

--From Jackie, her eldest
daughter - referred to by
Mom as the boss, sometimes
fondly, sometimes not, but
always with love, kisses and
hugs.
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Cardinals fall when long
shots go in and out

The Staples-Motley
girls basketball team lost
a second half lead to fall
against Pillager 56-50 on
Feb. 5, then lost two more
games, 65-44 at Park Rapids
and 53-24 against Detroit
Lakes on Feb. 9.

Against Pillager, Liv
Lorber and Lauren Rutten

each scored in double fig-

ures in the first half to give
the Cardinals a 12 point lead
at halftime. They were still
up by six points midway
through the second half,

when Pillager started hit-
ting on three pointers to go
in front. Late in the game,
Staples-Motley had several
three point shots that hit
the inside of the rim and
bounced out, leaving them
behind at the end.’

Pillager ended up with
eight, three point shots in
the second half and 11 over-
all for the game.

The Cardinals now have
a record of 5-17 with four
games left in the regular
season. They’re currently

in the 13th position in Sec-

tion 7AA, which would send
them on the road for their
first playoff game, likely at
Duluth Marshall, Esko or
Proctor, depending on how
the season plays out. The
playoffs start on Thursday,
Feb. 29.

Team results
SM 50, Pillager 56
Scoring: Liv Lorber 18,
Lauren Rutten 13, Miranda
Schotzko 9, Izzy Olander 4,
Cami Anderson 4, Hannah Cole
2.

Larson, Rutten, Brandt
power Cardinal offense

The Staples-Motley boys
basketball team pulled away
in the first half and kept the
lead to beat Pillager 65-54 on
Feb. 5, the same team that
played them to a two point
game in December. They
kept it rolling on Feb. 8 with
a 83-49 win against Aitkin.

Against Pillager, the
teams traded the lead until
Grant Bestland started
a 14-0 run with a driving
basket. Eli Rutten added a
three point shot but Noah
Larson powered the run
with two short baskets, a
steal and fast break basket
and a three point shot to
make the score 31-17. Rutten
ended the half with a driv-
ing score just before the
buzzer for a 33-10 lead.

In the second half, the
Cardinals maintained their
lead, rarely letting it drop
under 10 points.

Against Aitkin, the Car-
dinals scored early and
often, building a 51-28 lead
a halftime with Larson and

Avandre Brandt each scor-
ing 15 points in the half.
Rutten took over the scoring
in the second half with 12 of
his 17 points.

With six games left in the
regular season, Staples-Mot-
ley has an 11-8 record and
are sitting in the sixth
spot in Section 7AA, which
would earn them a home
playoff game if they stay in
a similar position. The first
round of playoffs is sched-

uled for Monday, March 4.

Team results

Staples-Motley 65, Pillager
54

Scoring: Eli Rutten 19, Noah
Larson 17, Grant Bestland 11,
Avandre Brandt 11, Conner
Kuhns 4, Alex Schultz 3

Staples-Motley 83, Aitkin 49

Scoring: Larson 17, Brandt
17, Rutten 17, Kuhns 13, Schultz
10, Elijah Blue 3, Bestland 3,
Benet Robinson 2, Francisco
Piovesan 1

Left, Eli Rutten splits defenders for a score. Right, Noah Larson scores over the
top. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)
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Buckle up

Leah Greenwaldt applies the famous Staples cradle move during the section tour

nament. (Submitted photo)

Greenwaldt, Dobson,
place at section wrestling

The Staples-Motley girls
wrestling team competed in
their first section meet, Feb.
9-10 at Bemidji.

Leah Greenwaldt won
three matches to place
fifth at 100 pounds, Isabelle
Dobson won three matches
and placed eighth at 106
and Charlotte Wunderlich
was eighth place in a nine
person bracket at 124.

Girls wrestling in Min-
nesota is a one-class system,
so the Cardinal girls were
wrestling against some of
the biggest schools in the
state. The section wres-
tling format combines two
sections to wrestle for two
state spots in each weight.
This year, sections 5 and 7
combined for the super-sec-
tion.

Greenwaldt said her goal
was to earn a spot on the
podium, but knew the com-
petition at the section meet
would be harder than most
of the tournaments during
the year. She had finished in
first place at a few tourna-
ments but also had wrestled
at the Rumble on the Red
girls tournament, a multi-
state event with some of the
top wrestlers in the area.

Greenwaldt opened the
section tournament with
a loss against the eventual
second place finisher. That
dropped her to the conso-
lation bracket, where she
pinned two wrestlers, then
lost late in her next match.
That put her in the fifth
place match, where she
won 7-3 for her third win of
the tournament and a fifth

Charlotte Wunderlich reverses her opponent in a match this season. (Staples

Isabelle Dobson makes an escape at a home match
this season. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

place medal. Greenwaldt
finished the season with a
15-10 record.

Dobson said her goal
was to make it to the second
day of the tournament. She
did that and more, wres-
tling deep into the conso-
lation bracket. She lost her
first match but came back
strong to win three in a

World photo by Mark Anderson)

Staples-Motley fans get ready to explode as Avandre Brandt throws down a dunk in the Pillager game. Brandt
had two dunks in the game. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

row, including a pin, a 14-2
major decision and a 17-15
thriller. She then lost in the
next two matches to place
eighth. Dobson finished the
season with a 18-15 record.
Wunderlich did not get a
win in the tournament, but
placed eighth out of nine
wrestlers in the bracket.

Dobson, Converse,
Bjerga, Petrich spur win

The Staples-Motley wres-

tling team finished the
regular season with a dual
meet at Maple Grove on
Feb. 8, winning 35-25. The
Cardinals had big wins
from Caden Dobson, Dustin
Converse, Luke Bjerga and
Steven Petrich to secure the
victory.

As with nearly every dual

meet this season, the Cardi-

nal wrestlers swept the first
three weights; Gage Bjerga
with a pin, Caden Kramer
with a major decision and
Eli Greenwaldt winning by
fall.

With several regulars

not available, the Cardi-

nals bumped some of their
wrestlers up a weight, and
it backfired with several

losses. What did work how-

ever, was putting Dobson in
at 139 pounds, as he came
through with a pin.

Maple Grove got within
one point in the team score
when Converse came up at
172 pounds. After no scoring

in the first period, he con-
trolled the match to win 3-0.

At the next weight, Luke
Bjerga followed with a pin

and Petrich put a cap on the
match with another pin at
heavyweight.

Section playoffs

The Cards will host the
first round match in the
Section 7A tournament
on Thursday, Feb. 15. The
semifinals and finals will be
held Friday, Feb. 16, at Walk-
er-Hackensack-AKkely.

The individual tourna-
ment will be held Friday,
Feb. 23, at Ogilvie.

Section 7A has three
teams ranked in the top
seven in the state, plus one
more that received votes in
the rankings at The Guillo-
tine web site. The section
has 26 top ten wrestlers, with
at least one ranked wrestler
in every weight and two or
three ranked wrestlers at
various weights. Only one
other section has more than
20 ranked wrestlers, with 22.

Staples-Motley has six
wrestlers who’ve been
ranked in the state this year,
Gage Bjerga, Caden Kramer,
Eli Greenwaldt, Turner
Beachy, Blake Neelan and
Colbe Tappe.
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CITY OF STAPLES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING TO
CONSIDER THE
PRELIMINARY PLAT
FOR VALLEY VIEW
OUTLOTA

NOTICE is hereby given
that the Planning and
Zoning Commission of the
City of Staples will hold a
public hearing at 5:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, February 20,
2024 at the Staples City
Hall, 122 6th St NE, to con-
sider the preliminary plat
of Valley View Outlot A
parcel identification num-

bers 20-410-0260 and 20-410-
0120.

All persons interested
are invited to attend this
hearing and be heard on
this matter.

If you are unable to
attend, you can e-mail or
mail comments to the City
Clerk at tgreer@ci.staples.
mn.us. For more informa-
tion call Tara at 218-541-
5004.

Tara Greer, Clerk
City of Staples
8pnc

PUBLIC
NOTICES:
Your Right

to Know

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS
TODD COUNTY
COURTHOUSE
ROCK WALL AND
EXTERIOR PLAZA
LONG PRAIRIE, MN

Project Identifica-
tion: Sealed proposals
shall be received for the
construction work for
repairs to the Todd County
Courthouse Rock Wall and
Exterior Plaza, located in
Long Prairie, Minnesota,
in accordance with the
Construction Documents
prepared by BHH Part-
ners Planners/Architects,
650 3rd Avenue Southeast,
Perham, MN 56573.

Project Description:
Repair and replacement
of the existing stone rock
retaining wall and plaza.
Including phase one and
phase two.

Basis of Bids: A single
prime lump sum bid will
be received for general con-
struction as noted in the
Construction Documents.

Bid Opening: Bids for
the project will be received
and will be publicly opened
and read aloud on March 6,
2024 at 10 a.m. Location:
Todd County Board room,
215 1st Ave. S., Long Prairie,
MN 56347. Address sealed
bids to: Denise Gaida -
Auditor/Treasurer, 215 1st
Ave. S., Suite 201, Long Prai-
rie, Minnesota 56347. Note
the name of the project on
the outside of the bid enve-
lope.

Pre-Bid Walk-
Through: A pre-bid walk-
through will be held at the
site. All interested bidders
shall attend or make spe-
cial arrangements with
the Owner at the Owner’s
convenience. The Owner is
not obligated to meet times/
dates requested. Date: Feb-
ruary 22, 2024, 10 a.m.,
215 1st Ave. S., Long Prairie,
MN 56347.

Examination of the
Site: All interested bidders
shall visit the project site
to obtain firsthand knowl-
edge of existing conditions,
including existing utilities
and services, obstacles that
may be encountered and all
other conditions relative to
the Work to be performed
that may or may not be
shown within the Contract
Documents.

Additional Compensa-
tion: Awarded Contractors
shall not receive extra pay-
ments for conditions that
can be determined by exam-
ining the site and the Con-
tract Documents in their
entirety.

Bid Opening: Sealed
bids shall be received and
opened at Todd County
Administrative offices
located in the Courthouse.
All bidders who are not
attending may mail their
bid to:

ATTN: Mitch Johnson

Todd County Facility
Supervisor 212 2nd Ave. S.

Long Prairie, MN 56347

Contractor shall be
responsible for bids mailed
or delivered to ensure
receiver of bids has bid by
the bid opening.

Responsible Bidder
Requirement: Any prime
contractor or subcontractor
that does not meet the min-
imum criteria in Minnesota
Statutes, Section 16C.285,
subdivision 3 or fails to
verify that it meets those
criteria is not a responsible
contractor and is not eligi-
ble to be awarded the con-
struction contract for the
project or to perform work

on the project.

The term ‘responsi-
ble contractor’ as used in
this solicitation document
means a contractor as
defined in Minnesota Stat-
ues, Section 16C.285, subdi-
vision 3.

A contractor respond-
ing to this solicitation doc-
ument shall submit to the
county a signed statement
under oath by an owner or
officer verifying compli-
ance with each of the min-
imum criteria in Minnesota
Statutes, Section 16C.285,
subdivision 3.

A false statement under
oath verifying compliance
with any of the minimum
criteria shall render the
prime contractor or sub-
contractor that makes the
false statement ineligible to
be awarded a construction
contract on the project and
may result in termination
of a contract awarded to a
prime contractor or subcon-
tractor that submits a false
statement.

A prime contractor shall
submit to the owner upon
request copies of the signed
verifications of compli-
ance from all subcontrac-
tors of any tier pursuant
to Minnesota Statues, Sec-
tion 16C.285, subdivision 3,
clause 7.

Pre-construction Meet-
ing: A pre-construction
meeting will be scheduled
on site upon contract award.
Contractor in receipt of
awarded bid along with
any/all subcontractors
shall attend.

Tentative Commence-
ment of Work: Contrac-
tor in receipt of awarded
bid and finalization of
contracts shall begin work
upon notice to proceed.

Examination of Docu-
ments: Drawings, Specifi-
cations and other Contract
Documents may be exam-
ined at the following loca-
tions:

1. Electronic Files:

Complete digital proj-
ect bidding documents are
available at www.widseth.
com by clicking on Bid Doc-
uments in the upper right
hand corner or at www.
questcdn.com by inputting
Quest project #: . Please
contact QuestCDN.com at
(952) 233-1632. Or infor@
questcdn.com for assis-
tance in free membership
registration, downloading
and working with this digi-
tal project information. You
may download the digital
plan documents electroni-
cally for $30.

2. Exchange Rooms:

Fargo-Moorhead Build-
ers Exchange, Fargo, ND
Grand Forks Builders
Exchange, Grand Forks, ND
Duluth Builders Exchange,
Duluth, MN

Minnesota Builders
Exchange, Minneapolis,
MN Dodge Data & Analyt-
ics

St. Cloud Builders
Exchange, St. Cloud, MN

Plains Builders
Exchange, Sioux Falls, SD
Bismarck-Mandan Build-
er’s Exchange, Mandan, ND

Procurement of Docu-
ments:

1. Printed Documents:
Prime Bidders may secure
one (1) printed set of the
Contract Documents at
the office of the Architect
(BHH Partners Planners/
Architects, PO Box 185,
650 3rd Avenue Southeast,
Perham, MN 56573) upon
deposit of $250 per set. This
deposit will be refunded if
documents are returned
to the office of the Archi-

tect in GOOD CONDITION
WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS
after date of bid opening.
Failure to submit a bonafide
bid proposal or to return
documents as indicated
will result in forfeiture of
deposit. Bidders that do not
receive contract documents
through the Architect’s
Office will not be listed on
the official plan holders list.

Time of Completion:
The completion date for
phase one of this project
shall be not more than eight
(8) months from notice to
proceed date. If the project
is not complete at that time,
the Prime Contractor shall
pay to the Owner the sum of
$500/day after this date for
a period of thirty (30) days.
After thirty (30) days, the
General Contractor will pay
the Owner $1,000/day until
the project is substantially
completed. There will be no
benefits to the Contractors
for early completion of the
project prior to duration
indicated.

Bonding and Bidding
Requirements: Each Con-
tractor shall be required
to provide a Performance
Bond and a Material and
Labor Payment Bond in
the amount of 100 percent
(100%) of the Contract
Amount.

Bid Security: Bids that
shall be accompanied by
Bid Security in the form of
a certified check, cashier’s
check or bid bond in the
amount of five percent (5%)
of the Base Bid submitted,
made payable to the Owner,
as guarantee that the Bidder
will, if awarded, enter into
a Contract in accordance
with Contract Documents
and submitted bid.

Labor Standards and
Wages: This project is sub-
ject to Minnesota Labor
Standards and Wages
requirements of Minnesota
Statutes Chapter 177.

Pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes 177.41 to 177.44
and corresponding Rules
5200.1000 to 5200.1120, this
project contract is subject
to the prevailing wages as
established by the Minne-
sota Department of Labor
and Industry. Specifically,
all contractors and sub-
contractors must pay all
laborers and mechanics
the established prevailing
wages for work performed
under the contract. Failure
to comply with the afore-
mentioned may result in
civil or criminal penalties.

Bid Review: The Owner
will not award the contract
on the day of the Bid Open-
ing and hereby reserves the
right to award the contract
pending bid review. All bids
will be held until approval
can be made for the lowest,
qualified bidder.

Right to Reject Bids:
The Owner reserves the
right to reject any and all
bids or parts thereof, to
waive any informalities in
bidding, and to award the
contract to other than the
lowest bidder if, in the dis-
cretion of the Owner, the
interests of the Owner will
be best served thereby. The
Owner further reserves the
right to hold all legitimate
proposals for a period of
thirty (30) days after the
date fixed for the opening
thereof without exception.

Bids Requested By:
Mitch Johnson
Todd County Facility
Supervisor
212 2nd Ave. S.
Long Prairie, MN 56347
8-10pnc

Public notices are a community’s window into the government.
You look for those notices in your newspaper. From zoning regulations
to local budgets, governments have used local newspapers to inform
citizens of its actions as an essential part of your right to know.

Keep public notices in newspapers!

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF TODD
DISTRICT COURT
JUDICIAL DISTRICT:
SEVENTH
Court File No.
77-CV-23-1016
Case Type: Contract

Civil Summons

Magnifi Financial Credit
Union,
Plaintiff
Vs

Matthew Rahn and Tamara
Rahn, a/k/a Tamara D.
Rahn, John Doe, Mary
Roe and each other person
unknown claiming any
right or interest in any part
of the real estate described
in the complaint herein,
Defendants

This Summons is
directed to (name of Defen-
dants): Matthew Rahn
and Tamara Rahn a/k/a
Tamara D. Rahn; and John
Doe, Mary Roe and each
other person unknown
claiming any possessory
right or interest in any part
of the real estate described
in the complaint herein.

1. You are being sued.
The Plaintiff has started
a lawsuit against you. The
Complaint is attached to
this Summons. [Added for
service by publication: the
Complaint is not attached
but is on file with the court
in the above case.] Do not
throw these papers away.
They are official papers that
start a lawsuit and affect
your legal rights, even if
nothing has been filed with
the court and even if there
is no court file number on
this Summons.

2. You must BOTH
reply, in writing, AND get
a copy of your reply to the
person/business who is
suing you within 21 days
to protect your rights.
Your reply is called an
Answer. Getting your reply
to the Plaintiff is called ser-
vice. You must serve a copy
of your Answer or Answer
and Counterclaim (Answer)
within 21 days from the date
you received the Summons
and Complaint.

Wednesday, February 14, 2024

ANSWER: You can
find the Answer form and
instructions on the MN
Judicial Branch website
at www.mncourts.gov/
forms under the “Civil” cat-
egory. The instructions will
explain in detail how to fill
out the Answer form.

3. You must respond to
each claim. The Answer
is your written response to
the Plaintiff’s Complaint. In
your Answer you must state
whether you agree or dis-
agree with each paragraph
of the Complaint. If you
think the Plaintiff should
not be given everything
they asked for in the Com-
plaint, you must say that in
your Answer.

4. SERVICE: You may
lose your case if you
do not send a written
response to the Plain-
tiff. If you do not serve
a written Answer within
21 days, you may lose this
case by default. You will not
get to tell your side of the
story. If you choose not to
respond, the Plaintiff may
be awarded everything they
asked for in their Complaint.
If you agree with the claims
stated in the Complaint, you
don’t need to respond. A
default judgment can then
be entered against you for
what the Plaintiff asked for
in the Complaint.

To protect your rights,
you must serve a copy of
your Answer on the person
who signed this Summons
in person or by mail at this
address: Mark F. Uphus,
Attorney at Law, 310 Main
Street East - PO Box 158,
Melrose, Minnesota 56352.

5. Carefully read the
Instructions (CIV301) for
the Answer for your next
steps.

6. Legal Assistance. You
may wish to get legal help
from an attorney. If you do
not have an attorney and
would like legal help:

- Visit www.mncourts.
gov/selfhelp and click on
the “Legal Advice Clinics”
tab to get more information
about legal clinics in each
Minnesota county.

Court Administra-
tion may have information
about places where you can
get legal assistance.

NOTE: Even if you
cannot get legal help, you
must still serve a written
Answer to protect your
rights or you may lose the
case.

7. Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR). The
parties may agree to or be
ordered to participate in an
ADR process under Rule
114 of the Minnesota Rules
of Practice. You must still
serve your written Answer,
even if you expect to use
ADR.

8. This lawsuit may
affect or bring into ques-
tion title to real property
located in Todd County,
State of Minnesota, legally
described as follows:

All that part of the North-
east Quarter of the North-
east Quarter in Section 26,
Township 127 North, Range
35 West of the 5th PM., Todd
County, Minnesota, lying
Northeast of the Township
Road, together with all
hereditaments and appur-
tenances belonging thereto.

The object of this action
includes, among other
things: foreclosure of a
mortgage and other secu-
rity interests against the
above described property
and fixtures, improvements,
and any unaffixed manufac-
tured housing unit located
on the described property;
to obtain judgment that
Plaintiff’s mortgage, secu-
rity and other interests and
claims against said prop-
erty have priority over any
claim or interest of any
herein named Defendants
and any other person; and
obtain and docket, as may
be appropriate, a deficiency
money judgment against
the herein named Defen-
dants.

Dated: December 14, 2023

/s/ Mark F. Uphus

Mark F. Uphus,

Minn. Atty. Reg. # 141136
310 Main Street E

PO Box 158

Melrose, MN 56352
Telephone: 320/256-7491
Facsimile: 320/256-7612
Email:

manager@uphuslaw.com
7-10pnc

NOTICE OF
MORTGAGE
FORCLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT
AND IDENTITY OF THE
ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN THE TIME
PROVIDED BY LAW
IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN: That default has
occurred in the conditions
of the following described
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE:
April 14, 2018

ORIGINAL PRINCI-
PAL AMOUNT OF MORT-
GAGE: $87,657.00

MORTGAGOR(S):
Henry A. Youngvorst, an
unmarried man

MORTGAGEE: Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Quicken
Loans Inc.

DATE AND PLACE
OF FILING: Recorded on
April 20, 2018 as Docu-
ment Number A508910 in
the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF
MORTGAGE: Assigned
to: Rocket Mortgage LLC
f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC,
by assignment recorded on
November 13, 2023 as Doc-
ument Number A538905 in
the Office of the County
Recorder of Todd County,
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: That
part of Government Lot
1, Section 9, Township
133 North, Range 33 West
lying between the North
line of said Lot 1 and a line
parallel therewith and 150
feet southerly therefrom
measured at right angles
thereto and between two
lines parallel with and dis-
tant respectively 184 feet
and 359 feet westerly, mea-
sured at right angles, from
the east line of said lot,
Todd County, Minnesota .

STREET ADDRESS OF
PROPERTY: 24709 THUN-
DER RD, STAPLES, MN

56479

COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Todd County, Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT
CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON
THE MORTGAGE ON THE
DATE OF THE NOTICE:
$84,579.62

TRANSACTION
AGENT: Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR: Quicken
Loans Inc.

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Rocket Mortgage,
LLC

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER:
22-0007602

TRANSACTION
AGENT’S MORT-
GAGE IDENTIFI-
CATION NUMBER:
100039034015630181

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been insti-
tuted at law to recover
the debt then remaining
secured by such mortgage,
or any part thereof, or, if
the action or proceeding
has been instituted, that
the same has been discon-
tinued, or that an execu-
tion upon the judgment
rendered therein has been
returned unsatisfied, in
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the
power of sale contained in
said mortgage, the above
described property will be
sold by the Sheriff of said
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: March 07, 2024 at
10:00 A.M.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd
County Sheriff’s Office,
County Detention Center,
115 Third Street South,
Long Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then
secured by said mortgage
and taxes, if any actually
paid by the mortgagee,
on the premises and the
costs and disbursements
allowed by law. The time
allowed by law for redemp-
tion by said mortgagor(s),
their personal representa-
tives or assigns is six (6)
months from the date of

sale.

TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY:
Unless said mortgage is
reinstated or the prop-
erty redeemed, or unless
the time for redemption is
reduced by judicial order,
you must vacate the prem-
ises by 11:59 p.m. on Sep-
tember 9, 2024.

THE TIME ALLOWED
BY LAW FOR REDEMP-
TION BY THE
MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY
BE REDUCED TO FIVE
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED
UNDER MINNESOTA
STATUTES, SECTION
582.032, DETERMIN-
ING, AMONG OTHER
THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELL-
ING OF LESS THAN FIVE
UNITS, ARE NOT PROP-
ERTY USED IN AGRICUL-
TURAL PRODUCTION,
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S)
RELEASED FROM
FINANCIAL OBLIGA-
TION ON MORTGAGE:
None

Dated: January 09, 2024

ROCKET MORTGAGE,
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN
LOANS, LL.C
Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
By:/s/

N. Kibongni
Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Sung Woo Hong, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North

St. Paul, MN 55102

(651) 209-9760
(23-1256-FC01)

THIS IS A
COMMUNICATION
FROM A DEBT
COLLECTOR

5-10pnc
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<«IMMEDIATE JOB OPENING-
at MAGIC FOREST CHILDCARE
CENTER IN STAPLES:

« Assistant Teacher
(Requirements - A few college
courses needed)

*Hours: 30 plus
-Days: Monday - Friday

-Pay: Discuss at interview
(varies)

Magic Forest offers some
benefits to our staff:

- paid holidays, paid
vacation/sick/personal days/
staff incentives/ bonuses.
To apply stop in at:
1411 8th St. NE, Staples;
call 218-895-5330 and
ask for Stacy or Nicky
or email résumé to
narky8645@gmail.com
Accepting applications
until February 19, 2024.

cl8c

SERVICES &
EMPLOYMENT

205

Help Wanted

TODD COUNTY HHS
EMPLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY: Todd County HHS
is looking for reliable, ser-
vice-oriented individuals to
serve the citizens of Todd
County in the following po-
sition: **Social Worker
— Care Coordinator (full-
time). **Registered Nurse
— Care Coordinator (full-
time). **Social Worker -
Child Services (full-time).
**Accounting Specialist
(full-time). **Eligibil-
ity Worker (full-time).
To learn more about these
openings and how to apply,
visit the official Todd Coun-
ty website at https://www.
co.todd.mn.us/. Questions
can be directed to Todd
County Administration,
320-732-6155. EOE 7c

208
Storage

FOR RENT

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551

6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

209
Business

Services
Your major appliance
parts source. Parts for all
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
26tfc

REAL ESTATE

602
Apartments

for Rent
STAPLES: Downtown, 1
- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking,
218-894-3108. 6tfc

Wl g O
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Sunny Pines
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income
eligible, 62 years or
older, handicapped or
disabled. Heat, water,
sewer, electric
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:

MOTLEY,MINN., ~ 320-468-2303 &%

{EBER BEO/AA

EASTIWOOD

APARTMENTS
in Motley MN.
is now accepting
applications for FUTURE
2-3 bedroom apartments
Laundry facilities
available on site.
garage included with
apartment. All utilities paid.
Applications are available at:

956 Hwy 10 S., Motley
For information and

qualifications
@ contact Nicole at

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL

218-296-5031 =

Under new ownership

We are accepting
applications for 2 and 3
bedroom townhomes in

Staples, a community
you can get attached to.
Rent based on income.
Now professionally

218-751-6881 o
An Equal H-ousin-g Opportunity /é& B[KL]TGE R_
EQUITIES, INC.

Income guidelines apply.

611

Wanted to Buy
40+ ACRES between
Wadena/Pillager, with or
without house, 218-831-3521.
8-10p

SUBSCRIBE

Staples World
newspaper
subscription
rates, one year:
Local: $53
(Todd, Wadena,
Morrison, Cass
counties)
Minnesota:
$58.
Out-of-State:
$63.
Foreign: on-
line only

Student
Rate: $43

per school
year, in-state
(Sept.-April)

IOn-Line: $50 '_‘

Printwith e
on-line: $76 Q
P.O. Box 100
224 4th St. NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-1112
www.staplesworld.com

o\ "3 sajder§

Mmcan

Minnesota Classified Advertising Network =%

EMPLOYMENT

MDA HIRING FOREST PEST
(SPONGY MOTH) SURVEYORS
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
is hiring temp/intermittent Surveyors for
the 2024 Spongy Moth Trapping Survey
season. Start at $17.14/hr, then $20.21/
hr starting 7/1/2024! View job post (Job
I.D. 73150) & apply online through Feb-
ruary 28th: https://mn.gov/mmb/careers.
MDA is an equal opportunity employer
& provider. Questions 651/201-6692
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

KMS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

has FT Choir position avail-
able August 2024. Qualifications:
MN Education Licensure. Apply:
www.kms.k12.mn.us. Attach letter of
interest, resume, transcripts, copy of

license, three letters of recommendation.

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 800-279-2979

ALASKA, EUROPE, HAWAII
plus dozens of other popular trips!
Starting at $1649 per person (double
occupancy required.) YMT Vacations
plans everything, leaving you to relax
and enjoy. Call 866/577-6646 for more
details. Use promo code YMT2024
for $250 off. Limited time only.

TIMESHARE
CANCELLATION EXPERTS
Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational
package and learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450
positive reviews. Call 855/534-9138

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501

IS 2024 YOUR YEAR?
We’re here for it and here for you. Reach
your goals this year with Weight Watchers.
Get started with THREE months FREE,
visit  www.weightwatchersoffer.com/48

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

THE CITY OF CLINTON, MN
would consider leasing a new build-
ing to operate a main street busi-
ness. email: coclintonmn@gmail.com
or call 320/325-5580

QSNG MEET; .
?ORSAL.EADS /\/
\| £ Ay, O

Staples®,\orld

www.staplesworld.com
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SERICEI

GIZA

EST 1934

PLUMBING & HEATING
« PLUMBING
« HEATING
« AIR CONDITIONING
« GEOTHERMAL
« NEW CONSTRUCTION
« REMODEL
« SERVICE
MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284
WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE
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Electrical Services for
«Residential
«Commercial

Industrial

218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 - Mike Rollins 218-296-2461

hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured - Over 30 years experience

5C

SERVICE HOURS EI=sl=3
Mon - Fri,
8am to 4pm

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades
Sharpen Saw Chains,
Small Engine Repair + more

CELL 218-838-0581
RESIDENTIAL AND
LIGHT COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PauL DRAKE
TREE SERVICE

~1». *General eLot Clearing

= *Storm Damage Clean Up

& *Stump Grinding *Brushing
i 55 ft. Bucket Truck
’ 218-894-2871

*Septic System Installation
*Camera Inspection, Tank
Pumping and Cleaning

Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-519-2222

MN State Certified

6685 330th St.,
Cushing, MN. 56443

LPS.

ng Prairie Sanitation
Long Prairie, MN

| Lo

218-631-3101 B8383-878-5578

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SW 2024 changed wk #2

+FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
«COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS
Site Prep » Basements » Waterlines ¢ Driveways ¢ Landscaping © Black
Dirt » Gravel ® Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits e Fill Dirt
Clearing & Grading e Ditch Cleaning ¢ Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

Andy Statema 320-594-2912 ¢ 320-594-6347

=
NSED
. BONDED
- Jysunsn

2k i)

LICE|

Sellnow

Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow

sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 + 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie
320-732-1919 « Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified
by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.
+ Probate and Trusts

« Estate Planning « Family Law

+ Real Estate « Business Law
+Title Insurance « Elder Law

« Personal Injury + Auto Accidents

www.sellnowlaw.com

PHB £ /4 /85375
Excaveating
Inec.

S R Septics © Waterlines ¢ Trenching ¢ Basements ¢ Retaining Walls
RS Landscaping & Site Preparation  Backhoe & Skid Loader Work
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming ¢ Custom Pressure Washing
Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. * Snow Plowing & Removal

Phil Bjerga

- 218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

[DEALL

@80 CONSTRUCTION i
Asphalt Paving « Seal Coating « Excavating « Driveways
Roads « Parking Lots e Site Prep « Gravel « Rock « Black Dirt
Fill « Peat « Ponds « Demolition « Hauling « Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU!
Staples, MN 56479

3
218-894-3105 ShSs

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY
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AESTALRANT G‘W EVENT CEWTER

Staples-
Motley
SnoDaze lip
synch has
dancing,
coreography

Part of the SnoDaze
week at Staples-Motley
High School was the lip
synch contest, in which
staff and students danced
and sang some of their fa-
vorite songs. Secret judg-
es in the audience voted
for the seniors, left and
ghosts above, as the win-
ning team. (Staples World
photos by Mark Anderson)

" TIMBER
RESTAURAN

Staples World

SCHOOL continued from page 1a

Board considers stalf
survey to be a positive sign
of school’s direction

questions about more spe-

cific communication lines.
Lisa Anderson asked about
communications between
teachers and parents, plus
coaches to parents. Kyle
Reese said “we need to make
sure we are communicating

every event” because sched-

ules change frequently.
Tappe said the school

department heads will be

working on the specific

strategies. “Communica-

tion can’t just come from
one person,” said Tappe.

The school has a new
web site, isd2170.org. Tappe
said the previous web site
did not have analytics, but
the new web site had 16,000
people view it in the first
few days.

Board member Ryan

Wright said the communica-

tions plan should be mostly

about the first goal, enhanc-

ing engagement.

“The web site and com-

munications plan is a good
step forward,” said Wright.

School staff survey

All Staples-Motley staff
were asked to answer a
seven question survey this

fall. 72 out of 183 staff mem-

bers chose to complete the
survey, which is 39 percent.
The board thought that
was a good response rate
for a survey that was not
required.

On each question, staff
were asked to rate the
school as exemplary, very
good, good, fair or poor.

For all of the questions,
the very good and good
questions had the highest
number of votes.

For the first two ques-

tions, about managing
financial resources and
about communication and
transparence, the number

of good and fair votes out-

numbered the exemplary
and very good votes. For
every other question, “very
good” was the highest vote
getter, with exemplary
nearly equal to fair.

The other questions were

about building positive rela-
tionships, professional sup-

port, student achievement,
the Continuous Improve-
ment Plan and an overall
assessment.

Out of seven questions,
there were a total of five
“poor” votes, not more than
one in any category.

Board Chair Bryan
Winkels pointed to one of
the questions, about the
district’s performance in
building positive relation-
ships. With half the respon-
dents marking “very good”
and the exemplary category
tied with the fair category,
Winkels said those are”awe-
some and excellent results,
this is how most graphs
should look like on a suc-
cessful survey.”

The board agreed that
the survey was positive
overall, with a few areas to
improve.

Winkels said they took
the survey results and
made two lists, one of what
the school does well and the
second of opportunities
where they can improve,
with some categories
appearing on both lists.

For things the school
does well, teachers and
staff is number one on the
list, followed by communi-
cation, promoting student
success, athletics, relation-
ships administration and
building leadership, build-
ing improvements, com-
munity involvement and
school culture.

The list of areas to
improve starts with staff
turnover, then lists commu-
nity relations, public per-
ception, facility cleanliness
and maintenance, student
discipline and accountabil-
ity, school culture, support
and training for new hires,
training of all staff and
compensation.

Tappe noted that only
having five “poor” ratings
shows that the school is
making progress.

“It is very positive, there
are areas we can get better,
but we are moving in the
right direction,” said Tappe.




