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Family members gathered at the Chris Mertens res-
idence in rural Staples, where several deer mounts from 
previous hunts were on display in Mertens’ large shed. 
The hunting tradition, which includes four generations, 
was started 24 years ago by Clarence Mertens. All of 
the mounts (with at least one 14-point rack) were done 
by Dewey’s Taxidermy in Wadena. Their hunting party of 
family and friends usually has 15 - 18 members. Pictured 

above, from left, are Lexi Knudson, Josh Mertens, Bran-
don Mertens (holding a picture of his late father Chad 
Mertens), Hunter Knudson, Morgan Swenson, Steve 
Wilkins, Lori Smith (standing), Jake Knudson, Jeff Knud-
son, Clay Mertens, Opie Mertens, Jess Mertens, Chris 
Mertens, Carson Mertens, Kim Trana. The family report-
ed that this year’s opening was a little slow, but they all 
had a good time. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Mertens family’s hunting wall of fame

On Nov. 14, 2022 the 
Wadena County Sheriff’s 
Office received a call of  a 
cabin that had been shot 
several times with a fire-
arm. The cabin is located 
in rural Wadena County on 
Cottingham Drive, north of  
Staples.

A deputy responded to 
the residence to find the 
cabin had been shot approx-
imately 11 times, with two 
rounds going through the 
walls and into the cabin. In 
addition there were 13 dents 
on the siding that appeared 
to have come from a BB or 
pellet gun.

This incident took place 
sometime between Novem-
ber 6 and November 13, 2022. 
No one was at the cabin at 
the time of  the incident.

Anyone with any infor-
mation regarding this case 
is asked to call the Wadena 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
218-631-7600 or submit a tip 
at www.crimestoppersmn.
org You can remain anon-
ymous.

Cabin on 
Cottingham 
Drive hit 
with bullets

The Economic Alliance, 
in partnership with Wadena 
County, has launched a resi-
dent recruitment campaign 
aimed at attracting new-
comers to the region. The 
campaign, called Wadena 
County is Calling, shares 
and celebrates the many 
r e a s o n s  w hy  Wa d e n a 
County is Minnesota’s 
greatest frontier. 

The campaign targets 
two primary audiences– 
r ural  rebounders  and 
remote workers.  Rural 
rebounders are those who 
grew up in Wadena County 
and moved away to attend 
college or start their career. 
They understand and appre-
ciate the region but may not 
know how to logistically 
move back.

“I have had so many 
conversations with folks 
visiting for the holidays 
or summer festivals that 
would love to move back 
but just don’t know if  it is a 
realistic option. By sharing 
the community’s housing, 
employment, and recre-
ation opportunities, we can 
help them make this dream 
a reality,” stated Katie Hep-
pner, Executive Director of  
the Economic Alliance.

Remote workers are 
those who can live any-
where there is high-speed 
internet, and their careers 
are not location-dependent. 

“The pandemic definitely 
made more people in larger 
cities appreciate rural life-
styles. One of  the greatest 
assets of  Wadena County 
is the availability of  high-
speed internet. You can live 
on 40 acres of  land and still 
have broadband,” Heppner 
continued. 

The campaign of fers 
several resources for those 
seeking to answer the call 
of  Wadena County. The 
website wadenacountyis-
calling.com features key 
information to help turn 
newcomers into neighbors. 
The first section of  the site 
is an Employer Connection 
page. This page features 
Wadena County employers 
who are open to being pro-
actively contacted about 
potential job opportunities. 
The Employer Connection 
aims to provide a “warm 
handshake” introduction 
to job-seekers and provide 
more in-depth information 
on area employers. The 
second section of  the site 
features a printable New 
Neighbor Thrival Guide. 
The thrival guide has need-
to-know connections for 
newcomers to help them 
settle in and become more 
connected in the commu-
nity. The next two sections 
of  the website feature a link 

‘Wadena County is 
Calling’ to attract 
new residents
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Weather
 
  This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
Nov. 16   26    16       Cloudy                                                       
Nov. 17   20       4       Cloudy                         
Nov. 18   13      6       Cloudy        
Nov. 19   14     -1     M. Cloudy  
Nov. 20   17      4      P. Cloudy
Nov. 21   21    11     M. Sunny      
Nov. 22   29    17      P. Cloudy  

Average Temps: 
 H = 36º Low = 22º
 

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2021
 High Low Cond.
Nov. 16   39º    30     M.Cloudy                                          
Nov. 17   33      32        Cloudy 
Nov. 18   26     23       Cloudy     
Nov. 19   39     26       Sunny
Nov. 20   38     28    M. Sunny
Nov. 21   32     29   M.Cloudy
Nov. 22   30     16      Cloudy

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

Thanksgiving is a time 
to count our blessings...not 
only of  material things like 
food and shelter for which 
we are grateful, but of  those 
people we’ve encountered 
along the way who’ve  made  
our lives richer for having 
known them.

People like Dr. Ray Gar-
land.

A life-long resident of  Sta-
ples, 88-year-old Ray sowed 
seeds of  love and kindness 
in an abundance of  ways as 
he served his community 
over seven-plus decades...
from his dental practice, 
to church, to civic organi-
zations, and as a long-time 
member of  the school board 
in years past. In all of  these 
areas, Dr. Ray, as he’s often 
called, has been about the 
business of  blessing others.

For anyone who’s ever 
c a l l e d  S t ap l e s  ‘ h o m e, ’ 
chances are you know the 
gentle giant of  a man whose 
red Corvette, in recent years, 
could often be spotted at 
Tower Pizza around lunch 
time. Most likely he took 
time to shake your hand and 
ask how you’re doing. He 
might have even picked up 
your tab without your know-
ing. 

Ray quietly left town this 
past October, moving to 
the Twin Cities area to be 
closer to family. As news of  
his imminent departure hit 
the community, people from 
Ray’s circles had mixed emo-
tions...happy to learn he’d 
found a safe, comfortable 

place near family to spend 
the next chapter of  his life, 
but sad that they wouldn’t 
be seeing his familiar face 
around town on a regu-
lar basis anymore. They 
wanted Dr. Ray to know how 
much he’d be missed.

At Ray’s church, Sta-
ples Alliance, Pastor Zach 
Jones took time to recognize 
the long-time member the 
Sunday before he left town. 
He noted how the Garland 
name has been intertwined 
with Staples Alliance since 
the beginning. It was Ray’s 
great-grandmother who 
helped start the church over 
a century ago, inviting folks 
from the neighborhood to 
home Bible studies until a 

permanent place of  worship 
was established.

Ray recalled attending 
there with his family as a 
small boy. They lived just a 
few blocks from the church, 
located on the south side of  
Staples at that time.

Just as Ray would later 
serve as a mentor to many 
young people at church, 
his Sunday School teacher, 
Foster Bens, played a vital 
role in his own life. In a 
letter he’d  written to his 
church family (read by 
Pastor Zach),  Ray shared 
of  the influence Dr. Bens (a 
dentist) had on his life. In 
addition to inspiring Ray 

Ray Garland continues to 
be a blessing to others

‘Goodbye’ for now
Ray Garland waved as he drove off in his red Cor-

vette following the Rotary Club meeting at Timbers in 
Staples Sept. 28. Although he’s moving to the Twin Cities 
area to be closer to family, Garland said Staples will al-
ways be ‘home’ and he plans to stop back for a visit now 
and again. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Staples Rotarians recog-
nized longtime member Ray Gar-
land at their meeting Sept. 28, at 
Timbers Restaurant in Staples. 
Garland has been active with the 
group since he joined in 1964. 
Above, from left, are Rotarians 
Brenda Halvorson, President Kurt 
Wilson, Dr. Ray Garland, Marv 
Rothstein, Bob Hamann. At left, 
Garland opens a gift from the club. 
In back, from left, are Dan Orth, 
Jim Vogel, Chuck Mayer, Jerel 
Nelsen, President Wilson. (Sta-
ples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Thanks for serving

Remembering Jerry Riewer
Jerry Riewer died Nov. 16. Just two weeks earlier, 

he enjoyed hanging out with his 1983 baseball team at 
the Staples-Motley Athletic Hall of Fame cermony, pic-
tured above. It was the third Hall of Fame award for Riew-
er, who was inducted as a coach and had cross country 
and baseball teams inducted. Riewer attended every 
baseball game and cross country meet he could make 
it to. He also impacted many lives as a driving instructor, 
teaching Staples-Motley students his little songs to re-
mind them of their driving habits. See page 6a. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

See GARLAND on page 10a

See WADENA on page 3a
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Scheduling a wellness visit is a simple, easy way to take care  
of yourself. Whether it’s face-to-face or virtually,  

we’re committed to providing the right care for you.

Schedule online with a family medicine provider at 
EssentiaHealth.org/CloseToHome 

St. Joseph’s-Pillager Clinic   
218-746-4527

LET’S CHECK IN

Reconnect with your health.

Enjoying the turkey dinner
Dozens of people attended the Fall Harvest Tur-

key dinner at Motley United Methodist Church Nov. 16, 
enjoying a traditional Thanksgiving meal complete with 
stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy, squash and assort-
ed pies. Above, Connie Macheel (left) serves pie to Anita 
Sutton of Motley, as Anita’s husband, Glen, is next in line. 
Below, Vern Peterson of Cushing looks forward to joining 
friends at a table and enjoying the turkey dinner. (Staples 
world photos by Dawn Timbs)

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

It’s official. Mike Schmidt 
will serve as mayor for the 
City of  Motley during 2023 
and 2024 (a two-year term); 
and Nikki Bjerga and 
Brenda Borash will serve 
as council members from 
2023 through 2026 (a four-
year term).

At their regular meet-
ing Nov. 14, the Motley 
City Council canvassed the 
results of  the General Elec-
tion that took place Nov. 8. 

In the uncontested race 
for mayor, Mike Schmidt 
received a total of  158 votes 
(152 votes from Morrison 
County and six votes in 
Cass County). There were 
six write-ins for mayor in 
Morrison County and one 
in Cass County. Schmidt 
has been serving as Motley 
Mayor on an interim basis 
since last August, filling 
the seat vacated following 
Mayor Al Yoder’s resigna-
tion in July. 

There were two council 
seats up for election - one 
held by Jace Carlson and 
the other by Bjerga, who 
replaced Amy Hutchison 
when she resigned in July. 
Bjerga and Borash were 
the only two to file for these 
open seats.

Per the certified results, 
Bjerga received a total of  
130 votes (122 in Morrison 
County and eight votes in 
Cass County); and Borash 
received a total of  101 votes 
(100 votes in Morrison 
County and one vote in 
Cass County). There were 
13 write-in votes for coun-
cil member in Morrison 
County. 

In other matters the 
council:

o HEARD an update 
from  Fire Chief  Brad 
Olson regarding the FEMA 

grant the MFD is applying 
for. If  awarded, the funds 
will go toward new turnout 
gear and SCBAs (self-con-
tained breathing appara-
tus), as their current ones 
are unsafe, undependable 
and are no longer NFPA 
(National  Fire  Protec-
tion Association) compli-
ant. The total budget cost 
of  the project is $157,500, 
which includes 15 com-
plete SCBA units with face 
pieces and 15 complete sets 
of  turnout gear (there are 
15 seated positions on the 
MFD trucks and 15 fire-
fighters). Chief  Olson said 
that if  they are awarded the 
grant, their share will be 
$7,875. Olson also thanked 
City Clerk/Treasurer Darci 
Odden for her extra work in 
helping write the main nar-
rative for the grant.

o HEARD an update from 
MPD Chief  Jason Borash 
regarding the Blomquist 
property abatement. As 
the Blomquists had put up 
a fence at their property 
(keeping items from the 
public’s sight), there was 
nothing to abate at this time.

o  A P P ROV E D  C h i e f  
Borash’s request to attend 
the Chief’s Conference in 
April, including hotel, mile-
age and meals.

o  A P P ROV E D  C h i e f  
Borash’s vacation request.

o SCHEDULED a public 
hearing for administration 
citations and certifications 
to be held Tuesday, Nov. 29, 
6 p.m., prior to the planning 
and zoning commission 
meeting.

o LEARNED from Public 
Works Director  Bruce 
Brotherton that the chemi-
cal they use in the wastewa-
ter ponds during the winter 
is being discontinued, so 
they will be searching for 
something else. Other than 
that, everything has been 

going well in their depart-
ment, Brotherton said.

o Clerk/Treasurer Darci 
Odden gave an update 
on the 2022 General Fund 
Budget. The total revenues 
budgeted were $421,602.19; 
actual funds used were 
$289,248.26; with a vari-
ance of  $132,353.93. The 
General Fund’s cash bal-
ance, as of  Nov. 10, 2022, is 
$808,233. Mayor Schmidt 
asked Odden if  the city was 

“on target” and she replied, 
“Yes.”

o APPROVED Odden’s 
mater nity leave as pre-
sented.

o APPROVED Odden’s 
request to purchase a Dell 
Technologies Laptop for 
$857.99. This will enable 
Odden to work from home 
as needed.

o APPROVED hiring 
Elaine Hanson as the tem-
porary clerk/treasurer, 
with her first day being 
Monday, Dec. 5. Hanson will 
be paid $30 an hour plus 
mileage. She will be at city 
hall two - three days a week 
and will attend council 
meetings. Mayor Schmidt 
noted that Hanson comes to 
the city with many years of  
experience, citing budget-
ing as one of  her strengths. 

“We are in good hands,” the 
mayor said.

o APPROVED a resolu-
tion accepting donations 
to the city from the Sta-
ples Fire Department (fire 
equipment); and Jeremy 
and Melissa Pape ($6.12 
toward the fire truck fund).

o APPROVED a  res -
olution extending the 
assessment for nuisance 
administrative fees and 
abatement costs (for Bob 
and Georgia Follis’s prop-
erty) to be paid over a 
period of  six years instead 
of  five.

o APPROVED a motion 

to establish the Fund Trans-
fers  Committee which 
includes Bruce Brotherton, 
Jason Borash, Darci Odden, 
Brad Olson, Pat O’Regan 
and Mike Schmidt.

o APPROVED the 2023 
Base Pay and Step Struc-
ture for full and part-time 
employees, plus a four per-
cent cost of  living increase. 
The total increases for 
employees are between five 
and seven percent. This is 
the result of  a wage study 
completed recently by Paul 
Ness. Mayor Schmidt noted 
that because there are 
policies already in place 
regarding these issues, 
they’ve had to move slower 
than anticipated in setting 
increases. Schmidt went on 
to say he didn’t think what 
they’d approved that night 
had to be permanent, but 
that they needed to make 
these decisions in order to 
move forward with the 2023 
budget.

o APPROVED a resolu-
tion establishing precinct 
boundaries and designat-
ing polling place locations 
for the 2023 elections.

o APPROVED a reso-
lution certifying unpaid 
charges to the Morrison 
County Auditor.  There 
were four separate proper-
ties that had past due utility 
bills and assessment fees, 
with the total from all being 
$1,020.48.

o APPROVED donating 
$654 to the Hilltop Regional 
Kitchen in 2023, which pro-
vides meals to residents 
across Todd and Wadena 
counties. Motley is in their 
service area.

o SET Final 2022 Budget/
Levy Public Hearing for 
Monday, Dec. 12, at 6:30 p.m., 
followed immediately by 
the regular council meeting.

Schmidt elected Motley Mayor; Bjerga 
and Borash elected to city council

Morrison County Sheriff  
Shawn Larsen announced 
that his office, in cooper-
ation with all local police 
departments in the county, 
have recently completed the 
annual Predatory Offender 
Registration (POR) verifica-
tions for Morrison County. 

Each year the sheriff’s 
office organizes a verifi-
cation check for all pred-
atory offenders who are 
on the registry and resid-

ing within the county. It’s 
important to note that Min-
nesota only began register-
ing predatory offenders in 
1991 and did not assign risk 
level until 1997. Only those 
offenders who have been 
sentenced to prison and 
who were released after Jan. 
1, 1997 have been assigned a 
risk level. 

Of fenders sentenced 
to probation or juvenile 
offenders are not assigned 

a risk level.  Level 1 offend-
ers are those deemed by 
Department of  Corrections 
officials as those least likely 
to re-offend while Level 3 
offenders are considered 
most likely to re-offend.

During the most recent 
round of  checks, multi-
ple predatory offenders 
were checked in Morrison 
County.  Fifty-nine preda-
tory offenders were checked 
by the Morrison County 

Sheriff’s Office, Pierz Police 
Department, Motley Police 
Department and Royalton 
Police Department.  Of  
that number; 24 were Level 
1 offenders, six were Level 
2, four were Level 3 and 25 
offenders were not assigned 
a risk level.  Forty-one 
predatory offenders were 
checked by the Little Falls 
Police Department, which 
are not part of  the break-
down.

All but four individuals 
were found to be compliant 
with conditions imposed 
upon them. James Michael 
Juetten, 46; Dustin Gene 
Ayres, 40; Wesley David 
Pagel, 54; and Christopher 
James Collins, 39, have been 
charged for failing to regis-
ter their current addresses, 
which is a felony. Accord-
ing to Sheriff  Larsen it’s 
important for us to keep 
tabs on the predatory 
offender registry. “I feel it 
is extremely important that 
these people remain aware 
that we know who they are 
and our office will continue 
to hold them accountable.”  

Predatory Offender Registration 
verifications completed in Morrison Cty

Recent reports from 
the Motley Police Depart-
ment (MPD) and Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the fol-
lowing:

Nov. 9 - 15
Nov.  15  -  T he  MPD 

responded to a vehicle acci-
dent at the intersection of  
Highway 10 and Highway 
210 in Motley.

Nov. 15 -  The MCSO 
received a call from a Pil-
lager resident reporting 
she’d gotten scammed 
again after just recovering 
from the previous one.

Nov. 14 -  The MCSO 
received a report of  a vehi-
cle that went off  the road 
at the 8000 block of  Dollars 
Dr., Pillager. The respond-
ing deputy made contact 
with the subject who stated 
he’d hit a slippery spot and 
lost control. No damage 
was done other than to his 
car.

Nov. 14 -  The MCSO 
received a report of  a 
domestic situation at the 
2000 block of  White Pine 
Ln., Motley.

Nov. 14 -  The MCSO 
received a call from a res-
ident at the 2000 block of  
Pine View Blvd., Motley, 
reporting that someone 
keeps placing garbage 
in his dumpster. He does 
not know who it is and 
requested extra patrol.

Nov. 14 - The MCSO was 

dispatched to a vehicle 
roll over on Highway 10 in 
Motley, near 320th St. Upon 
arrival, the deputy made 
contact with the driver 
who stated he was okay and 
declined medical treatment. 

Nov. 14 - While on patrol, 
the MCSO came across a 
vehicle in the ditch near 
Bear Rd. and 280th St., 
Cushing. The vehicle was 
unoccupied and there was 
no property damage. The 
deputy reported seeing 
tracks in the snow, indi-
cating the driver had been 
picked up by another vehi-
cle.

Nov. 12 -  The MCSO 
issued a speeding citation 
to Ethan Sczublewski, 29.

Nov. 11 -  The MCSO 
issued a speeding citation 
to Darryl Mudge, 59.

Nov. 11 -  The MCSO 
issued a citation to Paul 
Blomquist, 36, for driving 
after revocation and no 
proof  of  insurance.

Nov. 11 -  The MCSO 
issued a citation to Jewel 
Swanson, 20, for speed. 
While handing her the cita-
tion, the deputy could smell 
an odor of  marijuana pres-
ent. The driver handed over 
her pipe and the deputy dis-
posed of  it.

Nov. 11 -  The MCSO 
assisted state patrol with 
a crash at Highway 10 and 
Highway 210 in Motley. 

Motley area law 
enforcement reports

Classifieds: office@staplesworld.com
Copy: editor@staplesworld.com 
Obits: jwinter@staplesworld.com

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN, 218-894-1112

The Staples World office 
will be closed Nov. 24-25.

Have your ads and copy into the 
office by 3 p.m. on Weds., Nov. 23 

for the Nov. 30 issue.

Thank you 
for reading 

the 
Staples World.
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Looking back

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 11/20/2022 Central

More ads on next page>
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We’re
HIRING!

Swift County Administrator
Benson, Minnesota

The County Administrator will provide overall management 
and administration for all county functions, taking direction 

from the County Board of Commissioners.

•Development and implementation of the County budget
•Collaborate with Department Heads for goals and structure.
•Oversee Human Resources functions, incl. performance reviews
•Provide Administrative support to the County Board.
•Respond to media, public, elected offi cials, etc. on county issues.
•Administer ordinances, regulations, resolutions and policies.
•Plan, direct and coordinate administrative and fi nancial operations.

APPLY NOW
Start your next 
career with us!

For more details about this 
openings, please go to
www.swiftcounty.com/jobs 
and open the link. There you 
will fi nd salary information, 
closing date and minimum 
qualifi cations, along with 
instructions on how to apply. 

Swift County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

take a look at us!

Dr. Stacy Sjoberg, MD, Ph.D. 
Evaluations and Surgery close to home!!

Call to schedule in Staples:1-800-952-3766

75 Years ago - 1947 
o Nov. 20, 1947 - Over 700 

people from Staples and the 
surrounding community 
attended the program at the 
Staples auditorium Monday 
evening of  this week, at 
which Gov. Luther W. Young-
dahl of  the state of  Minne-
sota was the speaker for the 
evening.

Gov. Youngdahl gave 
a most inspiring address 
to the large crowd, and 
brought out very clearly 
the workings of  the United 
Nations in its fight for ever-
lasting peace.

o Nov. 20, 1947 - Three 
licensing agencies in Sta-

ples, Coast-to-Coast store, 
Anderson’s Marshall-Wells 
store and Dennehey Pure 
Oil Service Station issued 
a total of  740 big game 
licenses for the 1947 hunting 
season in Minnesota.

o Nov. 20, 1947 - Thanks-
giving DANCE at the River 
Inn in Aldrich, Wed., Nov. 26. 
Admission 50 cents.

o Nov. 20, 1947 - Have Carl 
play your favorite Melody 
on the Piano and Solovox 
Every Evening at the Sta-
ples Coffee Shop.

o Nov. 20, 1947 - The stu-
dents and faculty of  Motley 
high announce that things 
are well in hand and every-
thing points to a bigger and 
better carnival than ever 
on Nov. 25. One of  the new 
features this year will be a 
Bowery dance in the gymna-
sium with the music being 
furnished by Al Berndt’s 
orchestra. 

o Nov. 20, 1947 - Cass 
county sheep growers have 
been troubled with preda-
tory animals this year more 
than for the past number of  
years. It is encouraging to 
find that a large number of  
wolves and bear are being 
killed by hunters and trap-
pers throughout the county. 
The county auditors office 
reported the bounty has 
been paid on 47 wolves 
killed in October. This has 
been the largest number of  
wolves killed in any month 
up to the present time. In 
September, 30 wolves were 
taken.  The number of  
wolves killed up to date for 
this year is 169. During the 
last year 165 wolves were 
taken, as well as 55 adult 
and cub bear.

During the past year, Mr. 

William Dembouski of  Deer-
field township, had to sell 
out his entire flock of  sheep 
due to losses he had from 
the wild animal menace. P. 
E. Smith of  Leader, pure 
bred Suffolk breeder, lost 27 
head during the past year. 
Phillip Hulett also of  the 
Leader area, lost a number 
from wolves.

The payment of  15 dollars 
for bounty on wolves and 20 
dollars for adult bear have 
been an encouragement to 
bring out hunters to help 
keep down the fast growing 
army of  wild animal invad-
ers.

50 Years ago - 1972
o Nov. 23, 1972 - “Meadow 

Sunrise” will appear on the 
June page of  Northwest-
ern Bel’s 1973 Appointment 
Calendar. The watercolor 
by Russell Norberg, who 
teaches art in the Staples 
High school, is one of  12 
selected out of  1,900 submit-
ted to Northwestern Bell by 
artists in Minnesota, Iowa, 
Nebraska, North and South 
Dakota.

o Nov. 23, 1972 - A class of  
17 young people were con-
firmed at Faith Lutheran 
Church Oct. 29, by the Rev. 
Eugene Floistad. Members 
of  the class were Charles 
Holst, Linda Greenwaldt, 
Janell Sellnow, Janice Kris-
tenson, Audrey Thomp-
son, David Mennis, Beverly 
Sundsrud, Lori Christian-
son,  Cheryl  Anderson, 
Nancy Marden, Karen Sell-
now, Lorene Haglin, Bernie 
Folkert, David Randgaard, 
John Sanda, Bryan Hall, 
Craig Wilson.

o Nov. 23, 1972 - New 
house for sale, 1/2 mile 
north of  Motley. Full base-
ment, oil forced air heat, 
oak finish. $11,500. See Neil 
Trout.

o Nov. 23, 1972 - Dan 
Holst, a sixth grader at the 
Staples Elementary School, 
captured the championship 
on the Brainerd Elks Free 
Throw “Hoop Shoot” last 
Saturday in Brainerd.

Thirty-eight young Sta-
ples basketball players par-
ticipated in the event, along 
with students from other 
surrounding communities. 
Holst captured the champi-
onship of  the 12-13 year old 
group by making 18 out of  
25 attempts from the free 
throw line. He is the son of  
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Holst.

Placing second in the 
event was Mark Selisker of  
C-I, the son of  the Ranger 
basketbal l  coach,  Bi l l 
Selisker. Pat Doud and Bob 

Kennedy of  Staples fin-
ished third and fourth in 
the 12-13 year old age group. 
Tom Easthouse, Steve Hajek 
and Tim Sanda won second, 
third and fourth place 
honors, respectively, in the 
10-11 year old group as Sta-
ples nearly made a clean 
sweep of  the contest.

o Nov. 23, 1972 - A number 
of  snowmobile suits were 
stolen in an early morn-
ing break-in Monday at the 
Lincoln Hills Sport Center 
at Lincoln, according to an 
article in the Little Falls 
Daily Transcript. Estimated 
value of  the stolen sits was 
about $1,500. The sport 
center, located on Highway 
10, is owned by Mike Jensen.

25 Years ago - 1997
o Nov. 20, 1997 - Santa 

Claus and Mrs. Claus, walk-
ing snowflakes with lights, 
elves and singing groups, 
these are just a few of  the 
units registered at press 
time for the “Ring in the 
Holidays” parade at 4 - 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 22, in Staples. 

o Nov. 20, 1997 - Another 
hunting accident Saturday 
morning less than a mile 
from the scene of  a shooting 
accident on opening week-
end of  the firearms deer 
season has sent a St. Cloud 
hunter to the hospital with 
wounds in both legs.

Thomas E. Smith, 47, 
of  St. Cloud, was shot at 
about 7 a.m. Saturday in a 
wooded area about six miles 
north of  Motley in Becker 
Township. According to a 
Cass County Deputy, Smith 
was mistaken for a deer by 
another hunter who shot 
from abut 100 yards away.

Smith was transported 
to the Greater Staples Hos-
pital where he was initially 
treated and later trans-

ferred to the St. Cloud Hos-
pital He reportedly was hit 
by a single shell which went 
through both thighs. He was 
listed in serious condition 
Monday at the St. Cloud 
Hospital.

o Nov. 20, 1997 - Cardinal 
volleyball player honored 
with season awards at the 
team’s post season banquet 
this week included Sarah 
Bach, most valuable player; 
Trish Reese and Katie 
Fabian, All State Academic; 
and Melissa Good, Mid-
State all Conference selec-
tion. 

10 Years ago - 2012
o Nov. 22, 2012 - Since a 

fire destroyed the Verndale 
Family Life Church on Nov. 
13, Pastor Amos Self  has 
been busy gathering the 
congregation, finding out 
what to do with the build-
ing and working on other 
locations to hold services. 

“There’s been lots of  meet-
ings and lots of  looking at 
the building,” said Self.

In light of  Thanksgiving 
as a time for reflection, Self  
said, “we’ve got to step back 
and look at how blessed we 
are. We have so much to be 
thankful for.” 

The overall attitude of  
the people in the church 
is positive. “There’s been 
plenty of  tears but a lot of  
encouraging words,” said 
Self, “God will make us 
stronger for it.”

o Nov. 22, 2012 - Marnee 
Herd has started as Post-
master of  the Staples Post 
Office as of  Nov. 6. Herd 
comes to the Staple office 
after serving as postmaster 
in Burtrum.

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Mystery 
photos

Hello readers. This 
week’s archive photos are  
from our Nov. 23, 1972 
edition. Do you know who 
these people are and per-
haps the context of the 
photos? Do you have a 
memory to share? Email 
your answers and where 
you’re from to dtimbs@
staplesworld.com by Fri-
day, or call 218-894-1112. 
The answers will be pub-
lished in next week’s paper, 
as well as a new mystery 
photo.

Last week’s mystery photo published in the March 
17, 1988 edition of the Staples World featured Sta-
ples Police Chief Dave Warneke accepting a check 
on behalf of the Net 6 Task Force from Pam Beaulieau 
(center) and Sharon Swenson, representing the Staples 
Area Child Care Association. 

Janice Johnson of Staples recognized Swenson 
and Beaulieau, but couldn’t think of the name of the 
former police chief. Judy Wolak of Staples correctly 
identified Swenson. Thanks for participating in our 
mystery photo.

Mystery solved

to a search of  jobs through-
out Wadena County and a 
link to a search of  residen-
tial property in Wadena 
County, respectively. Lastly, 
the “Answering the Call” 
section features personal 
stories from people who 
have moved to Wadena 
County. The purpose of  
these stories is to help make 
the move to the region more 
relatable and realistic. 

Beyond the website, the 
campaign has also launched 
new social media pages to 
regularly share informa-
tion on Wadena County and 
connect with newcomers 
on a deeper level. Wadena 
County is Calling can be 
connected with on Face-
book, and soon, Instagram 
and LinkedIn. “These social 
media pages allow us to pro-
actively communicate and 
celebrate the great things 
about our communities. 
This will allow us to engage 
and for m relationships 
with neighbors and new-
comers on a deeper level,” 
said Heppner. 

Heppner sees this res-
idential recruitment cam-
paign as a way to combat 

the ongoing workforce 
shortage. “The number 
of  help-wanted signs and 
open positions through-
out the County is startling. 
We need new people to fill 
these positions and to grow 
our local economy. Wadena 
County shouldn’t be Minne-
sota’s best-kept secret– this 
is a beautiful community 
with so much to offer.”

Funding for Wadena 
County is Calling comes 
f r o m  Wa d e n a  C o u n t y, 
Sourcewell, Todd Wadena 
Electric Co-Op, and the 
Economic Alliance. The 
Economic Alliance is the 
economic development 
corporation that serves 
Wadena County with the 
mission to give a voice 
to the economic and busi-
ness interests of  Wadena 
County and surrounding 
communities by providing 
educational, networking, 
and advocacy resources 
and opportunities. To learn 
more about Wadena County 
is Calling or the Economic 
Alliance, contact Executive 
Director Katie Heppner at 
wceda@wcta.net.

Connecting with newcomers
WADENA continued from page 1a
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We’re
HIRING!

Swift County Administrator
Benson, Minnesota

The County Administrator will provide overall management 
and administration for all county functions, taking direction 

from the County Board of Commissioners.

•Development and implementation of the County budget
•Collaborate with Department Heads for goals and structure.
•Oversee Human Resources functions, incl. performance reviews
•Provide Administrative support to the County Board.
•Respond to media, public, elected offi cials, etc. on county issues.
•Administer ordinances, regulations, resolutions and policies.
•Plan, direct and coordinate administrative and fi nancial operations.

APPLY NOW
Start your next 
career with us!

For more details about this 
openings, please go to
www.swiftcounty.com/jobs 
and open the link. There you 
will fi nd salary information, 
closing date and minimum 
qualifi cations, along with 
instructions on how to apply. 

Swift County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

take a look at us!

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

S t a p l e s - M o t l e y  t e s t 
scores are narrowing the 
gap with the state average, 
and the school is particu-
larly strong in science. 

At the Nov. 7 Staples-Mot-
ley School Board meeting, 
Curriculum Director Jen-
nifer Pantzke reviewed data 
from the Minnesota Com-
prehensive Assessment 
(MCA), a state-wide test, 
and the school’s own test-
ing system, FastBridge.

Pantzke said the school’s 
major strength is their 
graduation rate, which is 
the second highest in the 
region.

T h e  p a n d e m i c  ye a r 
caused test scores to go 
down across the state, which 
makes it hard to determine 
a long term trend assess-
ment, but Pantzke said the 
data shows the school is 
doing well comparatively. 
Before the pandemic, the 
Staples-Motley schools 
were well below the state 
average on the MCA tests, 
now they are close to the 
state average in math, indi-
cating that Staples-Motley 
schools handled the pan-
demic better than most of  
the state.

Although reading still 
behind the state average, 
the school is closing that 
gap compared to previous 
years. 

In comparison with other 
schools in the region, the 
Staples-Motley scores were 
somewhere in the middle 
for math and reading, but 
on the high end for science.

Staples-Motley has his-
torically done well in sci-
ence on the MCA, this year 
they are just one percent-
age point below the state 
average. 

Although the school has 
narrowed the gap with the 
MCA state averages for pro-
ficiency, they are lagging in 
the number of  students in 
the “exceeds proficiency” 
category. Pantzke said they 
are exploring enhancement 
options to help get more 
students get into that cat-
egory.

Board member Mary 
Freeman asked i f  the 
school was teaching to the 
test or if  they were focusing 
on educational principles 
as a whole.

Pantzke  said  “As  a 
teacher, I look at every one 
of  my students and figure 
out how to get them to the 
next level. It’s more about 
the kids in that classroom 

and knowing what they 
need.”

Board member Bryan 
Winkels said other schools 
do teach to the test and 
sometimes get higer scores, 
but the Staples-Motley 
schools are teaching learn-
ing principles first, not just 
teaching to the test. “I really 
like the way we are doing 
it,” said Winkels.

The school uses their 
FastBridge program to 
assess where individual 
students need help and give 
each student help on those 
subjects.

The FastBridge data 
shows that there is posi-
tive growth at every grade 
level from year to year, said 
Pantzke, indicating that the 
Staples-Motley teachers are 
improving their students.

The FastBridge data indi-
cates that the kindergargten 
classes are starting at a 
low level. Superintendent 
Shane Tappe said “there 
are numerous students 
who come to us without 
any early childhood expe-
rience,” indicating a need 
for more preschool oppor-
tunities.

One of  the data points 
showed that there is a 
higher number of  disrup-
tive behavior instances 
in the past year. Pantzke 
said the number had gone 
way down during the pan-
demic, and is now rising, 
but they are checking to 
see if  the numbers are 
being reported in the same 
way they had been in the 
past. Nevertheless, she said 
decreasing behaviors and 
improving attendance are 
two of  the five opportuni-
ties the school is working 
on as a result of  their data 
assessment. Pantzke said 
they now have a full time 
dean of  students, an inter-
ventionist at the elementary 
school and social workers 
in the schools. Elementary 
Principal Allan Berg said 
he has gotten a grant from 
Sourcewell to focus on posi-
tive behavior interventions. 

“There is a big group work-
ing on basic expectations 
from the hallway to the 
gym to the classroom,” said 
Berg.

In addition to attendance 
and behavior, the school has 
identified goals to increase 
reading and math scores 
and increase the number 
of  students in the “exceeds” 
cate gory.  Pantzke said 
they are working on build-
ing relationships between 
staff  and students to help 
empower students in their 
learning.

Testing data shows 
improvement for Staples-
Motley students
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From University of Minnesota 
Extension

The holiday season is 
right around the corner, and 
families and friends across 
the state will soon be gath-
ering around the dinner ta-
ble to share a special meal 
together.

Joanne Slavin, Ph.D., 
RDN, a professor in the De-
partment of  Food Science 
and Nutrition in the Univer-
sity of  Minnesota’s College 
of  Food, Agricultural and 
Natural Resource Sciences, 
answers questions about 
how you can make the most 
of  your holiday dining ex-
perience both at your own 
kitchen table and out in 
your community.

Q: What is special about 
holiday eating in Minneso-
ta?

Dr. Slavin: Walleye, wild 
rice and wild game are all 
special Minnesota treats 
that can be enjoyed during 
the holidays. Load up on veg-
etables to make sure you get 
the vitamins and minerals 
you need. Pumpkins, apples, 
nuts and cranberries make 
eating festive and healthy. 
Holiday drinks, especially 
hot versions, are a fun tra-
dition during our cold win-
ter months. Remember the 
importance of  rituals and 
family customs in holiday 
eating, and don’t diss Aunt 
Eleanor’s jello salad, the 
white buns that make an ap-
pearance at holiday meals 
or the sweet potato hot dish 
with marshmallows. Sure, 
these items don’t meet 
many of  our new nutrition 
norms: whole grains, low in 
added sugar, mostly whole 
food ingredients – but small 
helpings of  most items can 
be enjoyed with family and 

friends. We know that food 
keeps us healthy, but it is 
much more than the nutri-
ents that come from food.

Q:  How has our un-
derstanding of  “healthy” 
changed in 2022?

Dr. Slavin: The FDA has 
recently proposed changes 
to what food products can 
be termed “healthy.” If  ap-
proved, the new language 
would allow food companies 
to use the word “healthy” 
on their packaging only if  
their product contains a cer-
tain amount of  food from at 
least one of  the major food 
groups, such as fruit, vege-
tables, grains, dairy or pro-
tein. In addition, the product 
would need to have limited 
added sugars, saturated fat 
and sodium. However, as a 
dietitian I believe that call-
ing any one food healthy 
or unhealthy is skating on 
thin ice. Many traditional 
foods that are important in 
different cultural practices 
are put in the “unhealthy” 
category, when in reali-
ty no one food should be 
called unhealthy. We want 
to be sure that our overall 
diet contains all the nutri-
ents we need and no more 
calories than we should be 
consuming based on our 
activity levels. Packaged 
foods already contain criti-
cal information on calories 
and nutrients so consumers 
have access to food composi-
tion data that allows them to 
manage their diet as needed.

Q: What food safety mea-
sures should I keep in mind 
this year?

Dr. Slavin: We are for-
tunate to live in a country 
where our food safety stan-
dards are high and consum-
ers can feel good about the 
foods they buy at the gro-

cery store. After foods leave 
the grocery store, consum-
ers can practice good food 
handling practices to avoid 
food safety outbreaks. For 
example, avoid leaving the 
stuffed turkey sitting out 
as you watch the football 
game. Even more important, 
don’t stuff  the turkey at all. 
Consider cooking the stuff-
ing separately and filling 
it with healthy ingredients 
like fruit, nuts and vegeta-
bles. Additionally, canning, 
freezing, smoking, baking 
and all food handling prac-
tices are more complicated 
than food novices appreci-
ate, so please contact your 
local University of  Minne-
sota Extension office before 
you decide to gift your home-
made salsa, venison jerky or 
vegan cheese to your friends 
and relatives. Foodborne 
disease outbreaks have 
originated from all types of  
foods and beverages, includ-
ing salads, fruits, vegetables, 
meats, dairy products and 
eggs. Appreciate the impor-
tance of  protecting your 
family and friends when 
they eat at your house or 
when you share a food gift 
with them.

Q: How can I connect 
with local farmers and pro-
ducers during this holiday 
season?

Dr. Slavin: I would love 
to see more folks connect-
ing with farmers, either by 
buying a holiday tree, vis-
iting a farmstead to buy lo-
cal cheese, or going to the 
pumpkin patch or apple 
farm. It makes the point 
that food does not start at 
the grocery store; there are 
dedicated farmers that sup-
ply our wonderful foods in 
the U.S. Minnesota is a lead-
ing producer of  turkeys, but 

also a leader in regenerative 
agriculture, including use 
of  cover crops and peren-
nials to make sure that we 
care about our health but 
also the health of  our soil. 
We are so lucky to live in 
the breadbasket of  Ameri-
ca. Deep winter greenhous-
es keep us supplied with 
healthy greens in the winter. 
Thank you Minnesota farm-
ers.

Q: How can I connect 
with my community and 
support neighbors who 
might be dealing with hun-
ger this year?

Dr. Slavin: Food security 
is a basic right and the Farm 
Bill invests in many pro-
grams to help provide food 
for those struggling with 
hunger. But it takes a village 
to feed everyone, so commu-
nity partners like religious 
groups, soup kitchens and 
food shelves are the im-
portant safety nets to make 
sure our neighbors have 
the food they need. Many 
of  us do our part during 
the holidays to donate gift 
cards to grocery stores and 
restaurants or spend time 
volunteering for non-prof-
it organizations that help 
feed those in need. But the 
need is always there. Every 
community needs drivers 
for Meals on Wheels or food 
donations for food shelves. 
Hunger is all around us and 
sharing a hot meal and sup-
port with our neighbors is 
what Minnesotans do.

Joanne Slavin, Ph.D., 
RDN is a professor in the 
Department of Food Science 
and Nutrition in the College 
of Food, Agricultural and 
Natural Resource Sciences 
(CFANS) at the University of 
Minnesota - Twin Cities.

Special holiday food opportunities
By Johnaé De Felicis
Blue Zones

The Swedish work ethic 
is one like no other. Swedes 
take their jobs very serious-
ly. It’s not in their nature 
to dilly-dally around on the 
clock. Instead, they reserve 
playtime for Friday eve-
nings.

After a hard week’s work, 
it’s Swedish tradition to un-
wind at home every Friday 
night. Swedes call it “fred-
agsmys,” which means “Fri-
day cosiness.” They use this 
time to relax with family 
and friends. A typical fred-
agsmys includes games, TV 
time, and plenty of  snacks 
and tacos to stuff  your bel-
lies.

Sound familiar? You’re 
not having déjà vu. Other 
European countries have 
similar concepts, like Nor-
way with fredagskos and 
Denmark with fredagshyg-
ge.

Fredagsmys history
Sweden not only ranks as 

one of  the hardest-working 
countries in the world. It’s 
also known as one of  the 
happiest countries on earth. 
Why is that? I suppose 
that fredagsmys and other 
Swedish traditions play a 
role. The countrymen and 
women do a swell job main-
taining a healthy work/life 
balance.

Swedes rarely spend time 
in front of  a television from 
Monday through Thursday 
nights. During weeknights, 
Swedes make time for their 
favorite hobbies and activ-
ities that are good for their 
well-being.

Lutheran ideals influ-
ence their mid-week ap-
proach, which stemmed 
from the Middle Ages. Such 
values place precedence 
over hard work and mini-
mal relaxation on weekdays. 
That’s why they’ve designat-
ed Friday evenings as a rest 
period. Most won’t even in-
dulge in libations (alcohol) 
until the weekend.

Friday nights have been 
a family high point of  the 
week since the 1990s. The 
focus of  family time shift-
ed from festive Sunday din-
ners in the 1950s to informal 
Saturday celebrations in 
the 1960s. Advertisers later 
introduced fredagsmys on 
television.

Sweden had a state mo-
nopoly on television un-
til the late 1980s. That all 
changed during the latter 
half  of  the decade.

After a change of  heart, 
the government loosened 
its grip on programming 
and opened the market to 
commercial players. This 
widened the show selection 
available for family view-
ing, which caused an uptick 
in ratings with this demo-
graphic.

As families increasing-
ly engaged with available 
programming, advertisers 
of  European and American 
comfort foods had set their 
sights on reaching this au-
dience. Swedish crisp brand 
OLW were the originators 
of  the term fredagsmys. 
They pioneered the move-
ment after coining this term 
in a television advert.

Their initial marketing 

campaigns positioned pota-
to crisps as a “go-to” snack 
for fredagsmys nights. Ad-
vertisers aimed to normal-
ize spending one night a 
week at home to relax and 
“pig out” on junk food. Ad 
messaging further encour-
aged Swedes to realize that 
they deserved it after a week 
of  hard work and healthy 
eating.

Fredagsmys has been an 
embedded fixture in Swed-
ish culture ever since. Ac-
cording to results from a 
survey released by Tex-Mex 
brand Santa Maria, a third 
of  the Swedish population 
(ages 15-70) participates in 
fredagsmys each week, and 
78 percent take part in fred-
agsmys once a month. Most 
Swedes would rather enjoy 
fredagsmys on a Friday 
night than exercise, sex, or 
a night out.

In 2006, fredagsmys offi-
cially earned a spot in the 
Swedish dictionary.

“Taco Friday”
The concept of  fredag-

smys has slightly evolved. 
In the 1990s, tacos became 
the staple dish for this Fri-
day night of  fun.

Swedes are big-time Mex-
ican food lovers. According 
to Malin Eriksson’s book, 
Taco Mexican Style, they’re 
Europe’s largest consum-
er group of  the cuisine. In 
the consumer survey, it was 
revealed that 85 percent of  
locals consume Tex-Mex 
foods regularly, and 55 per-
cent prefer Tex-Mex meals 
on Fridays.

This explains the coun-
try’s love for tacos and why 
Swedes now save “taco 
nights” for fredagsmys. 
They call it “Taco Fredag” 
(or Taco Friday).

A 2020 national survey 
confirmed that tacos still 
hold the title of  “most pop-
ular dish” in Sweden. 

The only thing that’s 
changed is how they stuff  
their tacos. For health-relat-
ed reasons, more Swedes are 
opting for vegetarian-based 
taco fillings. They’ve gotten 
quite creative with their 
toppings, which now ranges 
from nuts and cucumbers to 
bananas and yogurt.

Rules of fredagsmys
All families and friend-

ship circles have their way 
of  doing it, but most ap-
proaches to fredagsmys 
share a few commonalities.

While you can partake in 
fredagsmys alone, it’s more 
enjoyable to do it with oth-
ers. The average Swedish 
home spends fredagsmys 
bonding with family or 
catching up with friends af-
ter a long workweek.

Ideal attire also leans on 
the comfier side. Families 
like to enjoy ‘fredagsmys’ 
in their snuggliest pajamas 
with fluffy blankets nearby. 
Games and movie nights are 
common activities follow-
ing mealtime. While engag-
ing in these activities, it’s 
normal to get comfy on the 
couch and cozy up by the 
fireside or with candles in 
the background.

As you can see, there are 
no real rules for fredagsmys. 
What matters most is enjoy-
ing the quality time spent 
together.

How to fredagsmys 
like a Swede

By Michelle Fischbach
U.S. Representative 

Republicans are commit-

ted to getting this country 
back on track, and one of  
the most important things 
we can do is remind this 
country of  the importance 

of  its law enforcement 
agents.

Unfortunately, especial-
ly over the last few years, 
we have seen what hap-
pens when police officers 
are painted as villains in 
our communities and what 
happens when there is less 
accountability for danger-
ous criminals. We have seen 
what happens when the 
“Defund the Police” agenda 
gains ground. Police offi-
cers are targeted and de-
moralized, leading to early 
retirements and a lack of  
recruitment, and of  course 
all of  that leads to an in-
crease in crime. This is all 
happening before our eyes 
and I find myself  constant-
ly pushing back on a lot of  
efforts by my colleagues on 
the Left who want to see this 
pattern continue. There was 
even a point this Congress 
where my colleagues want-
ed to end qualified immuni-
ty. Morale is low and crime 
is increasing but somehow 
my colleagues still believed 
Washington should strip 
away police officers’ ability 
to do their jobs effectively.

Republicans have solu-
tions and are eager to get 
to work. We intend to pri-
oritize increasing the num-
ber of  officers in the force 
through recruiting and re-

tention bonuses. For exam-
ple, earlier this year I intro-
duced the Law Enforcement 
Education Grant Program 
Act that would provide ed-
ucation grants to students 
pursuing their first de-
gree in a law enforcement 
or criminal justice-related 
field. The Social Security 
Fairness Act, of  which I am 
a proud co-sponsor, is an-
other big step work towards 
solving this problem. 

We have seen a horrific 
rise in assaults and killings 
of  police officers, so we also 
need to do more to ensure 
these crimes are punished 
severely. That is why I am 
a co-sponsor of  the Protect 
and Serve Act, which would 
create a penalty between 10 
years and life in prison for 
knowingly assaulting a po-
lice officer. 

Maybe as importantly as 
any of  these things, show-
ing respect for our law en-
forcement needs to start at 
the top. Representatives in 
Washington need to set an 
example of  respect for our 
laws and those who risk 
their lives every day to en-
force those laws and protect 
our communities. Rest as-
sured, the Republican ma-
jority in Congress will set 
that example.

Fischbach sponsors police act

From the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture

As consumers peruse store shelves, 
they are in search of  ingredients for 
their traditional Thanksgiving meals. 
Maybe it’s a classic stuffing recipe 
or the special cranberry sauce that’s 
the hallmark of  your family meal. Or 
the perfect pumpkin pie. Those tasty 
dishes are the product of  hard work 
by the nation’s farmers and producers, 
truckers, processors, grocery stores, 
and veterinarians.

Midwest Ag Leaders joined togeth-
er to share their appreciation for es-
sential agricultural and food workers, 
who continued to work throughout the 
pandemic and are a key piece to the 
fabric of  our neighborhoods and com-
munities.

Thom Petersen, Commissioner, 
Minnesota Department of  Agriculture 
(MDA):

“We’re grateful for everyone who 
helps get food from the farm to our 

dinner table. Your hard work and ded-
ication throughout the year feeds us 
and the world.”

Jerry Costello II, Director, Illinois 
Department of  Agriculture (IDA):

“Thank you to the farmers and pro-
ducers who feed our country. The work 
you put in 365 days a year allows us to 
feed our families local, safe and nutri-
tious products.”

Bruce Kettler, Director, Indiana 
State Department of  Agriculture 
(ISDA):

“Grocers have faced a few difficult 
years, like we all have, from hiring 
challenges and supply chain issues to 
now infant formula shortages, they 
have persevered to keep people fed. 
Grocers are the final link in our food 
supply chain and we cannot thank 
them enough for connecting consum-
ers to farmers, growers and suppliers.”

Gary McDowell, Director, Michigan 
Department of  Agriculture & Rural 
Development (MDARD):

“From farm to plate, our truckers 

help us feed our communities and 
businesses, keep our cars fueled or 
homes heated. Thank you for keeping 
things moving every single day.”

Dorothy Pelanda, Director, Ohio De-
partment of  Agriculture (ODA):

“Veterinarians keep ourlivestock 
healthy and free of  dangerous diseas-
es, which means safe food for everyone 
and a thriving agriculture and live-
stock industry. We couldn’t do any of  
this without them - we are so thankful 
for our veterinarians!”

Randy Romanski, Secretary, Wis-
consin Department of  Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection 
(DATCP)

“The Midwest is full of  dairy, meat, 
produce, and other processing facili-
ties. Thank you to all of  the processors 
who provide a market for producers 
and ensure consumers have access to 
diverse, safe products to consume. In 
this season of  thanks, please buy local 
to thank and support your community 
processors.”

Thanks to our meal makers

Quote of  the week

“You only live once, but if  you do it right, once is enough.”
— Mae West
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Danelle Denman, 
Behavioral Health Unit Coordinator
Nominated by David Frovarp, 
BHU Program Director 
   “Danelle is the definition of a team player, always going 
above and beyond to help ensure our unit and staff feel 
supported. Danelle always maintains a positive attitude 

and leads by example completing her duties/tasks while offering to assist 
others when needed. She demonstrates great communication skills, and 
ensures pertinent information is relayed in a timely manner to ensure daily 
operations are efficient as possible. A large part of the strength of our unit 
can be traced back to Danelle, and we are very grateful to have her 
as a valued member of our team.” 

Amanda Rickbeil, RN, 
Behavioral Health Case Manager
Nominated by Amanda Mithun, 
LMFT, Behavioral Health Home Specialist

   “Amanda has been an amazing addition to our 
Behavioral Health team. She has been ‘all in’ since her first 
day and brings new and innovative ideas to the team. 
She consistently makes our patients needs a priority. 

Recently, she went above and beyond to assist one of our patients. This 
gentleman recently had a health scare and was at the ER where a CT was or-
dered. A plan was created that he would return later in the week with a driver, 
so he could take medicine to help him be more relaxed for the CT. Unfortu-
nately, the day before this appointment, his driver cancelled on him. Amanda 
did not hesitate to offer to meet him for this appointment and to go to the CT 
scan with him. Thanks to her support and willingness to be with him during 
this time, they were able to successfully complete the scan. Amanda continues 
to shine here at LHS and we are so happy to have her on our team.”

Matthew Singh, CRNA, Anesthesia
Nominated by Christine McGrane, RN, 
Outpatient Services 

   “Matthew always does a double check into his patient’s 
charts that he is assigned to in the morning to make sure 
nothing new has changed. Matthew brought it to Outpatient 
Services attention that a surgical patient had recently been 
into the ER at another facility for new onset A-fib after his 

History & Physical and had not had a follow-up with his primary care provider. 
He then called the surgeon to make him aware that this patient needed to be 
rescheduled for his safety until he had cardiac workup completed. 
The patient was called and was appreciative. Going above and beyond to 
check his assigned patient’s charts the morning of surgery is something 
Matthew does on a regular basis.”

Debbie Toth, RN, BSN, 
Home-Based Services Director
Nominated by Home Based Services Department 
“Debbie came into the department listening intently. 
She is hands on when it comes to delving into challenges 
with staffing and patient needs. Her bright and jovial person-
ality brings 

a lightness to the department even through difficult 
conversations. She is respectful, compassionate, and willing to listen to the 
perspective and ideas of others for the team to be cohesive.  The foundation of 
where we want our department to go has been poured and she is showing that 
she can lead the team to be successful.” 

w
48c

2 col. X 2-1/4” = $46.13 per week

Evangelists Bill and Beth Juoni
Whitewater, Wisconsin

“rekindling and fueling the fire”w48c

November 24
‘Walk With a Doc’   Thurs-

days at 5:15 p.m., at Lake-
wood Health System’s 
main campus in Staples. 
Meet at the main entrance. 
For more infor mation 
about this free program, 
visit https://walkwitha-
doc.org/join-a-walk/loca-
tions/staples-minnesota

November 25
Women’s oPen aa Recov-

eRy meeting Every Friday 
in person, 10:30 a.m., Mot-
ley Free Methodist Church 
(lower level), 33 Wellwood 
St. E. Motley. All women 
welcome.

November 26
FRee community BReak-

Fast Saturday, Nov. 26, 9 
- 10:30  a.m., at Motley Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 847 
3rd Ave. S., Motley. 

November 28
aa gRouP mtgs in mot-

ley   are held at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 847 
3rd Ave. S., on Mondays at 
8 p.m. 

Mark Your 
Calendar

Young adults with a men-
tor are 55 percent less like-
ly than their peers to skip 
a day of  school, 78 percent 
more likely to volunteer 
regularly, and 130 percent 
more likely to hold leader-
ship positions.

These are just a few of  
the statistics and the many 
reasons why mentors are 
so important in the lives 
of  children. They were pre-
sented by Rynell Schock at 
the Nov. 16 Staples Rotary 
Club meeting.

Schock is the chair of  
the recently revitalized 
SPARKS program working 
to provide Reading Buddies 
for children at Staples-Mot-
ley Elementary School. She 
shared her personal expe-
rience of  volunteering just 
that morning at the school, 
seeing first hand how a 
kind word and an attentive 
listener can positively af-
fect a child. 

Her presentation showed 
that “Mentoring, at its core, 
guarantees young people:

o that there is someone 
who cares about them,

o assures them they are 
not alone in dealing with 
day-to-day challenges, and

o makes them feel like 
they matter.”

Schock challenged Rota-
ry members to identify peo-
ple in their lives who were 
mentors, whether a family 
member, teacher, church 
friend or an acquaintance. 
She noted how sometimes 
even a chance encounter 
or a sentence or two at the 

right time can change a per-
spective or a direction in a 
child’s life.

The program is seeking 
volunteers to become Read-
ing Buddies in the elemen-
tary school. Presently there 
are about 15 volunteers but 
Schock said the need is for 
50 to 60 people willing to 
give one or two hours of  
time (or more) per week. 
Scheduling is flexible to the 
needs of  the volunteers.

About an hour and a 
half  of  training is required 

as well as a background 
check. The focus is on in-
tentional mentoring with 
the components of  creating 
self-awareness and self-reg-
ulation in the child as well 
as a purpose and a chal-
lenge to improve, both in 
reading and personally. The 
training includes reading 
prompts and strategies as 
well as prompts for building 
relationships and commu-
nication. 

This outline is for just 
the first year of  the SPARKS 
program. In subsequent 
years they hope to establish 
Lunchtime Buddies for stu-
dents through eighth grade, 
Career Buddies for grades 
1-12,  Math Buddies for 
grades K-12 and eventually 
leadership opportunities. 

“Building self-awareness 
through guiding relation-
ships nurturing character 
in youth” is the tagline for 
the organization. The val-
ues are listed as kids, the 

inherent potential of  every 
student, our community, 
accountability and collab-
oration. 

Schock shared that the 
need for a program more 
extensive than reading was 
created when the Kinship 
program was no longer able 
to operate in the Staples 
and Motley communities. 
The needs for those types of  
services did not go away.

Donations of  funds and 
materials as well as volun-
teers are needed to sustain 
the program. More infor-
mation can be found at sta-
plesmotleysparks.org.

Julie Mertens is the 
Reading Buddies coordina-
tor. She can be reached at 
sparksmentoring@gmail.
com or 218-296-2625, Schock 
can be reached at the same 
email address or at 218-270-
0291. Other board members 
include Rosie Blessing, Hal-
lie Bergeson, Gail Honek 
and Cory Lawrence.

Reading Buddies sought for elementary students

Rynell Schock, left, was the guest speaker at the Nov. 
16 meeting of the Staples Rotary Club at Timbers Restau-
rant. She is the chair of the recently revitalized SPARKS 
program working to provide Reading Buddies for children at 
Staples-Motley Elementary School. The program is seeking 

volunteers willing to give one or two hours a week. From left 
are Schock and Rotarians Marv Rothstein, Kurt Wilson, Jim 
Hofer and Brenda Halvorson. For more information see sta-
plesmotleysparks.org.

Sparks at Rotary

The Staples Host Lions Club recently donated 
$1,500 to the Staples-Motley Cross Country Team. 
Pictured, from left, are Kathy Robben, member of the 
Booster club; team members Aften Robinson, Kyanna 

Burton, Ashley Robben, Addisyn Cichos, Gabe Kroll, 
Dillan Robben; and Lion President Steve Sing. (Staples 
World photo by Dawn Timbs)

Staples Host Lions donate to SM Cross Country team
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Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Pastor Zach Jones
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Small Groups (Bible classes
 for all ages) ..................................9:30 a.m.
 Morning Worship Service ............10:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church (Kids start in main
 worship service) ............................... 11 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight (kids ages 4 yrs.-6th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group (Teens, 7th-12th grade)
  .............................. After school to 5:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Facebook Live
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .......7-8 p.m.

First Congregational Church, 
UCC
firstcongouccstaples@gmail.com
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor Carl Larson
Pastor Chris Mathiason
Sunday Worship Service ...................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Aaron Kuhn
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Scott Jorgenson
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH ........6:30 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
Pastor Chris Mathiason
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Communion ..................1st and 2nd Sunday
                     of each month 
Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Office Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor: Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Community Meal ...........................5:30 p.m.
 Family Night .................................6:00 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
 Sunday Worship .......... 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-8:00 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Aaron Kuhn
Parochial Vicar, Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service..............10:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson 
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Jim and Linda McGaffey, Pastors
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY PRAYER ......................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Services ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.
Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 SUNDAY
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer Meeting .................................. 5 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  Night Life Groups ......................6:30-8 p.m.

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St., PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor James Middendorf, 320-260-4950
 Sunday Service ........................... 9:00 a.m.
 Bible Study ............................... 10:30 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Seeds of Hope ............................. 7:00 p.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690
Sunday Service .................................... 10 a.m.

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

Gratitude is our proper response to receiv-
ing a gift. “Thank you.” It shows reverence for 
the graciousness of the blessing bestowed on 
us and a sign of respect for the giver. It’s our 
gesture of acceptance and recognition of the 
good will of the other. The giver knows that 
their gift is received well, because we display 
thankfulness in our appreciation. We love see-
ing people enjoy a blessing and it furthers our 
feeling of satisfaction when we hear a heartfelt 
oration of acknowledgement: “Thank you.”  

When it comes to God, we can never be 
thankful enough. For through God we have 
received life itself, the planet upon which we 
live, the oxygen and food we need for suste-
nance, the capacity to communicate and the 
capacity to know and express love. God loves 
us with an infinite love. God does not need 
anything from us in order to be happy, for God 
is happiness itself. Rather, our existence is be-

cause God wants us to share in His being, His 
self, His happiness. We are here because God 
wants us to exist, to thrive, to know and ex-
press love. This is something to be grateful for. 

Our worship of God is our response of 
thanksgiving. God is worthy of our gratitude. 
“It is truly right and just, our duty and our sal-
vation, always and everywhere to give You 
thanks, Lord, Holy Father, almighty and eternal 
God. For, although You have no need of our 
praise, yet our thanksgiving is itself Your gift, 
since our praises add nothing to Your great-
ness but profit us for salvation through Christ 
our Lord” (Common Preface IV of the Roman 
Rite).

If it has been awhile since you have gone to 
church, I pray that this season of Thanksgiv-
ing will be your opportunity to give God the 
thanks He deserves. God loves you. Why not 
show Him you love Him too?
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***To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, call 218-894-1112 for Jan or email: 
jwinter@staplesworld.com. As always, continue to email your Ministerial pastoral message or advertisement to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

“Being Grateful”
Fr. Aaron Kuhn, Pastor, St. Michael Catholic Church, Motley; Church of the Sacred Heart, Staples

Obituaries

Jerry Riewer, 85, of  Staples, passed away November 16, 
2022. 

Visitation will be held Fri., December 9 from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. and Sat., December 10 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, Staples. Mass of  Christian Burial 
will be held at 11 a.m. Dec. 10 at the church.

Arrangements are by Brenny Family Funeral Chapel, 
Staples.
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Jerry Riewer
Betty Lee (Powell) Beachy, 

72, passed away November 7, 
2022 at the St Cloud Hospital.

A memorial service for 
Betty will be held at a later 
date.

Betty was born March 10, 
1950, to Oscar and Geneva 
(Casey) Clark in Winnfield, 
Louisiana. Betty achieved 
a Bachelor of  Science in 
Nursing and worked in 
a range of  nursing care, 
including Renal, Oncology, 
Post Op, Clinical and Home-
Health Nursing.

Betty openly shared her 
life with family, relatives 
and friends, through poetry, 
cal l ig raphy and letter 
writing. She loved knit-
ting scarves,  shawls and 
cross-stitching creations. 
She loved nurturing her 
patients, children, family 
and   her rose gardens. Betty 
had a great sense of  humor 
that naturally drew out the 
best in those she loved.

L e f t  t o  ch e r i s h  h e r 

memory are her beloved hus-
band of  53 years, Mark; son, 
Shaun (Shannon) Beachy; 
mother, Geneva Clark; one 
brother, Oscar, Jr; one sister, 
Jennifer Leavell and many 
nieces and nephews.

Betty is preceded in death 
by her father, Oscar and one 
brother, Clifford.

Arrangements by Taylor 
Funeral & Cremation Care 
- Staples.
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Betty Beachy
Births reported at Lake-

wood heaLth system hospitaL 
in stapLes incLuded:

Removed for online ver-
sion at the request of  LHS.

Hello World

Central Lakes Commu-
nity Performing Arts Center 
announces the fall and 
winter line-up for their 2022-
23 season. Between Septem-
ber through January, the 
Performing Arts Center will 
present artists of  local and 
national renown through 
its Cultural Arts Series and 
produce a slate of  plays 
with Brainerd Community 
Theatre. 

P a u l a  P o u n d s t o n e , 
known for her smart, obser-
vational humor and spon-
taneous wit, performs at 
the Gichi-ziibi Center for 
the Arts. Paula Poundstone 
is recognized by Comedy 
Central as one of  the Top 
100 Comedians of  All Time. 
Time Magazine, in the 
March 2020 “Best of” issue, 
listed Paula’s HBO special 

“Cats, Cops and Stuff” as on 
The 5 Funniest Stand-Up 
Specials Ever. Paula can be 
heard weekly as the host of  
the comedy podcast Nobody 
Listens to Paula Pound-
stone and as a regular pan-
elist on NPR’s comedy news 
quiz “Wait Wait… Don’t Tell 
Me!” October 19. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. Show at 7 p.m. 

Brainerd Community 
T heatre  presents  Nei l 
Simon’s classic coming-
of-age comedy “Brighton 
Beach Memoirs” in the 
Chalberg Theatre. It is Sep-
tember, 1937; dreaming of  
baseball and girls, 15-year-
old Eugene Morris must 
cope with the mundane 
existence of  his family 
life in Brooklyn: formida-
ble mother, overworked 
father and his worldly older 
brother Stanley. Throw into 
the mix his widowed Aunt 
Blanche, her two young 
(but rapidly aging) daugh-
ters and you have a recipe 
for hilarity,  served up 
Simon-style. This bitter-
sweet memoir evocatively 
captures the life of  a strug-
gling household where, as 
his father states “if  you 
didn’t have a problem, you 
wouldn’t be living here.” 
Join us for this side-split-
ting and whimsical tale 
that tugs on the heart-
strings and reminds us of  
the importance of  family 
and love in the most trying 
of  times. October 25-27 and 
November 1-3. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. Show at 7 p.m. 

The Midtown Men per-
form live in concert at the 
Gichi-ziibi Center for the 
Arts. Join stars from the 
original Broadway cast of  
Jersey Boys on their 10th 
Anniversary Tour singing a 
decade of  60’s hits. Novem-
ber 4, 2022. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. Show at 7:00 p.m. 

Brainerd Community 
Theatre presents the hol-
iday classic “A Christmas 
Carol” in the Dryden The-
atre. Patrick Barlow, writer 
of  the Broadway and West 
End hit The 39 Steps, has 
retold Charles Dickens’ hol-
iday classic in a thrilling 
new adaptation that uses 
only five actors to bring 

some of  Dickens’ most 
beloved characters to life. 
From Scrooge and Tiny 
Tim to Bob Cratchit and 
Mrs. Fezziwig, Barlow’s A 
Christmas Carol uses noth-
ing more than some simple 
props, fresh physicality, and 
the power of  imagination to 
convey this timeless story 
of  redemption. Witness 
Ebenezer Scrooge’s trans-
formation from a stingy 
miser to a man who gener-
ously celebrates the spirit 
of  the season all year long, 
in this highly theatrical 
adaptation. December 13-15. 
A pre-show dessert recep-
tion, included with all tick-
ets, begins at 6 p.m. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. Show at 7 
p.m. 

The “Rock & Roll XMAS 
Spectacular”, the most 
requested holiday show in 
PAC history, performs at the 
Gichi-ziibi Center for the 
Arts. December 16. Doors 
open at 7 p.m. Show at 7:30 
p.m.  

G r e a t W o r k s  T h e -
atre Company performs 

“Mytholomania!” at the 
Chalberg Theatre. A fast-
paced, raucous comedy that 
presents the greatest hits of  
Greek Mythology in under 
an hour. Fun for the whole 
family. January 14, 2023. 
Doors at 1:30 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m., with shows at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m., respectively. 

“OboeBass!” performs at 
the Dryden Theatre. This 
inter nationally known, 
multi-faceted instrumen-
tal duo creates a sense of  
wonder for their audiences 
with original works and 
re-imaginings of  classic 
standards. January 23, 2023. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Show 
at 7 p.m. Free ticket reserva-
tions open on December 23.  

Brainerd Community 
Theatre presents “9 to 5 
The Musical” at the Chal-
berg Theatre. “9 to 5 The 
Musical”, with music and 
lyrics by Dolly Parton and 
book by Patricia Resnick, is 
based on the seminal 1980 
hit movie. Set in the late 
1970s. this hilarious story 
of  friendship and revenge 
in the Rolodex era is outra-
geous, thought-provoking 
and even a little romantic. 
Pushed to the boiling point, 
three female coworkers con-
coct a plan to get even with 
the sexist, egotistical, lying, 
hypocritical bigot they call 
their boss. In a hilarious 
turn of  events, Violet, Judy 
and Doralee live out their 
wildest fantasy - giving 
their boss the boot. While 
Hart remains “otherwise 
engaged,” the women give 
their workplace a dream 
makeover, taking control 
of  the company that had 
always kept them down. 
January 24-26 and January 
31 - February 2, 2023. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. Show at 7 
p.m. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.clcperfor mingarts.
com. 

CLC Performing Arts 
Center announces fall, 
winter lineup
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Audrey Brownell placed 
fourth in the Girls Rising 
Stars division of  the Nike 
Cross Regionals Heartland 
race in Sioux Falls, S.D. on 
Nov. 13, with a time of  18:41 
for the 5K race.

The Heartland Regional 
has top cross country run-
ners from Minnesota, Iowa, 
Kansas, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin.

Brownell races 
with rising stars

Following the race, Brownell, right, shares a fence 
with Anjalee Aho of United North Central, who finished 
one place behind her. At the Minnesota State Cross 
Country race a week earlier, Brownell had finished right 
behind Aho. 

Exhausted runners

Audrey Brownell runs through a strong wind and 
below freezing temperatures at the NXR Heartland Rising 
Stars race. (Submitted photos)

Racing the wind

Nice buck
Gary Sampson of Motley shot this 10-point, 

240-pound buck shortly after 7 a.m. Nov. 13, day two of 
the firearms deer hunting opener. Sampson said he shot 
it while sitting in his brother Jeff’s deer stand. (Submitted 
photo)

If  you Google “danger-
ous pastimes,” or “risk-
filled hobbies,” it’s unlikely 
that you’ll find hunting 
up near the top of  the list. 
This, despite the fact that 
potentially deadly firearms 
are an integral part of  the 
hunt, as well as the skill 
building practice that takes 
place at the range, and on 
the trap, skeet, or sporting 
clays fields. Every season 
we will likely hear a news 
report about someone who 
has been injured or killed 
while hunt-
ing. But it 
is so rare 
a s  t o  b e 
the excep-
t ion  th at 
proves the 
rule: most 
who hunt 
and target 
s h o o t 
b e c o m e 
f a m i l i a r 
with their 
f i r e a r m s , 
learn to be 
c a u t i o u s 
i n  t h e i r 
handling and use, and are 
highly unlikely to ever be 
injured or killed, or to do 
the same to another.

It is far more likely that 
threats to our safety will 
come from some outside 
element, rather than the 
shotgun or rifle we carry 
into the grouse woods, the 
pheasant slough, or take 
with us into our deer stand. 
In fact, it’s the elements in 
the meteorological sense 
that often are the source of  
any real danger. 

We’re reminded of  this 
on an almost annual basis 
when Veterans Day rolls 
around on November 11th. 
Older Americans know this 
also as Armistice Day, which 
marked the date when sol-
diers laid down their arms 
to end World War I, in 1918.  
It has since been renamed 
Veterans Day in honor of  
those who served in any 
of  the conflicts during our 
nation’s history. 

In addition to being a day 
to appreciate and thank our 
military veterans, Novem-
ber 11th is the date back in 
1940 when the most publi-
cized winter storm in Min-
nesota’s post-settlement 
history began. The storm 
is linked not only to an 
important date in our his-
tory, but memorable for a 
death toll of  more than 150 
Minnesotans, Iowans, and 
Wisconsinites. One out of  
every six deaths—twen-
ty-five, in all—was a duck 
hunter. They were unpre-
pared for a lightning-speed 
change from a balmy Indian 
summer morning to full-on 
winter, with vicious winds, 
drifting snow, and plunging 
temperatures by that same 
afternoon. 

In that era, the forecast-
ing of  severe weather was 
not as sophisticated as it is 
today, and the average cit-
izen did not have access to 
weather reports that we 
take for granted, obtained 
in real time with the push of  
a few buttons on our smart-
phones. Legendary Min-
nesota Vikings coach Bud 
Grant, then a high school 
age young man living in 
Superior, Wisconsin, was 
caught in the storm, but 
was one of  the lucky duck 
hunters who survived, as 
was recently recounted in 
a story by Minneapolis 
Star-Tribune outdoors col-
umnist Dennis Anderson.

Staying safe is not only 
about forecasting, however. 
It’s also about using good 
judgment. Several decades 
ago, while employed as a 
reporter for a weekly news-
paper, I learned from a news 
media outlet of  the fate of  
two duck hunters on Leech 
Lake, that immense and pop-
ular northern Minnesota 
lake that is appealing not 
only to anglers, but to duck 
hunters—and many thou-
sands of  ducks—during the 
fall migration. 

Two hunters had out-
fitted their boat with ele-
vated sides made of  netting, 

into which vegetation was 
woven for concealment. But 
the netting’s virtues for con-
cealment had the downside 
of  catching the wind, and 
becoming ice-laden under 
very wintry conditions. 
Their boat was swamped by 
wind and waves, and the two 
hunters lost their lives on 
this, their final duck hunt.

I survived a similar expe-
rience, though on a much 
smaller scale. During col-
lege years I would often 
car-top a homemade 10-foot 
jon boat to a small lake 
west of  Minneapolis, row 
out to one of  its bulrush 
islands, set out my decoys, 
and wait in hopeful antici-
pation of  ducks. One after-
noon I rowed out on its calm 
waters, set out the decoys, 
and began my vigil. 

There was no expectation 
of  bad weather, but a south-
west wind gradually shifted 
to the northwest, and then 
began a steady escalation. 
By the time I summoned the 
good judgement to weigh 
anchor and head for shore, 
rolling waves were licking 
at the gunwales of  my shal-
low draft boat. I made the 
tortured but wise-in-retro-
spect decision to leave my 
decoys and make for shore 
as rapidly as I could. 

To avoid taking on water, I 
kept the boat’s nose pointed 
into the wind, let the waves 
take me downwind, then 
rowed back upwind at an 
angle slight enough to avoid 
taking on much water. I 
did this in repeated cycles: 
drift downwind, then row 
upwind at a shoreward 
angle, over and over until 
I reached the landing. My 
decoys, still anchored out 
on the lake, were retrieved 
the next day when the wind 
had abated. I could just as 
readily have become a sta-
tistic as did those hunters 
on Leech Lake, but for a 
combination of  good for-
tune and the good sense to 
abandon the hunt when I 
did. Perhaps a little divine 
intervention, too.

It is both humbling and 
chilling to contemplate a 

“but-for-the-grace-of-God” 
incident that may have 
ended well, but could have 
been disastrous. During 
high school years, before 
duck boats and decoys, a 
companion and I got most of  
our ducks by “jump-shoot-
ing,” walking along the 
edges of  sloughs to scare 
up birds, with his dog 
along in case we downed a 
bird we could not wade out 
to recover. While heading 
across a field to a likely look-
ing wetland, walking side by 
side, my pal’s shotgun dis-
charged, blasting my ear-
drum while the charge of  
#4 shot erupted toward the 
heavens, just a step or two 
ahead of  me. Did he forget 
to put the gun on “safe?” Did 
the safety fail? We could not 
determine, but what over-
shadowed the question was 
the knowledge of  how badly 
it could have ended.

I once had the frighten-
ing experience of  having 
my deer rifle discharge a 
bullet into the ground at 
my feet, as I attempted to 
gently let the hammer down 
on the shell in my rifle’s 
chamber. None of  my com-
panions was close enough to 
be at risk, but it was no less 
mortifying. Events like this 
underscore the vital impor-
tance of  never-fail safety 
practices, foremost among 
which is to never allow 
your firearm to point in the 
direction of  another person. 

“No harm, no foul,” is never 
an excuse for mishandling a 
firearm.

Over a lifetime of  out-
door adventures, there is 
a very real possibility that 
inexperience, miscalcu-
lation, overconfidence, or 
just pure chance will put a 
person in a dangerous or 
even life-threatening pre-
dicament. That we escape 
intact can be attributed to 
preparedness, caution, and 
sometimes just plain old 
good luck. 

Scrapes and narrow escapes 
sometimes part of a hunter’s life

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 

Below, Hunter Klimek leads the NCAA Midwest 
Region cross country race on Nov. 11 in Columbia, Mis-
souri. Emmet Anderson, right, passes an opponent in 
the same race. The two former Staples-Motley runners 
competed for their respctive colleges, Klimek is at North 
Dakota State University and Anderson is running for the 
University of Minnesota. There were 200 runners in the 
race, on 27 teams from colleges in Minnesota, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska and Oklahoma. Klimek led the race for the first 
two kilometers of the 10k race. “I felt like going out fast 
and I didn’t want to be caught in the pack,” said Klimek. 
Anderson raced in the middle of the the big pack before 
things started stringing out in the second half of the race. 
Anderson’s first 5k was 15:05 and he finished in 52nd 
place in 30:35. Klimek faded a little after his fast start 
but came back strong, finishing in 55th place in 30:38. 
Klimek was the top finisher for NDSU in this race, earlier 
in the season, he set the NDSU school record for an 8k 
race, 23:29 at the Summit League Championship. An-
derson was the top runner for the U of M in every race 
this season, until this final race when he was the third 
team finisher. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

College cross country
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Apartments for Rent

Staples Northside Apartments
936 6th Street

Smoke Free, Pet Friendly w/restrictions
Water, garbage included 

Rental Assistance Available
Van Binsbergen & Associates, Inc.

320-269-6640 ext 21 
www.vanbllc.com

cl11cThis institution is an Equal Housing Provider

CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39

tfc

Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

SW
 2

02
2 
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d 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

RESIDENTIAL AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

CELL 218-838-0581

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE

classif. weekly folder on public: 2022 SD changed wk#33   6X11.5”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 

Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

Mixed
Firewood

By the bundle 
or by the truckload.

8 foot lengths 
or processed

Enberg
Logging

Motley, MN  56466

218-352-6175

205 Warner Rd • 218.894.3263

SERVICING ALL BRANDS
Sharpen Mower Blades  
Sharpen Saw Chains,  

Small Engine Repair + more 
SERVICE HOURS

Mon - Fri,  
8am to 4pm

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY *SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE 

Notices
101

Card of Thanks
I want to THANK every-

one, as I am forever grate-
ful, for the care I received 
from Lakewood Health 
System EMS, ER Staff, Dr. 
Chad and Kattie Norris, 
Hospital floor staff  for the 
week I was in the hospital 
and continued Lakewood 
Home Care Staff.   
      
   Thank you again,  
           Ted Bristlin  
            48p

services & 
employmeNt

205
Help Wanted 208

Storage

209
Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263. 
 26tfc

For sale
312

Christmas Trees
CHRISTMAS TREE 

FARM: Open daily, 2-1/2 
miles north of  Verndale 
and 1 mile west on Cty. Rd. 
4. ALSO: Guitar lessons. 
218-408-3365. 48-50p

real estate
602

Apartments 
for Rent

STAPLES: Downtown, 
1- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking, 
218-894-3108. 6tfc

610
Land for Sale

11.8 ACRES on Long 
Prairie River, Todd County, 
Moran Twp. Sec 23. Must 
sell for market value. 320-
267-7647. 47-49c

611
Wanted to buy
40+ ACRES between 

Wadena/ Pillager. 218-
831-3521.  
46-48p

HELP WANTED
The City of Motley is accepting applications to fill the position of 

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE/
ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT.

   Minimum requirements: HS Diploma or equivalent, coursework or train-
ing in bookkeeping/accounting, some clerical experience in account billing 
including regular customer contact. Starting pay for this position is $16.48 
per hour. The position is 20-30 hours/week. A resumé, cover letter, and city 
application are required. Applications and a full list of hiring requirements can 
be found online at www.cityofmotley.com or at City Hall.

Completed application materials can be emailed to 
cityofmotley@brainerd.net, dropped off at City Hall during office 
hours, or mailed to City Hall (316 Hwy 10 S, Motley, MN 56466).

Position is opened until filled. 
First review of applications will be November 23, 
2022. Contact Clerk-Treasurer Darci Odden at 

218-352-6200 or cityofmotley@brainerd.net with 
questions about the position or hiring process.

cl46-48c

2 col.X3” display ad; 2 weeks
June 22 and June 29
= $172.20

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W

S
u
n
d
a
y

B oth publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES
FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

*Spacious Apartments*
FOR RENT - ALDRICH

1 bedroom and 
2 bedroom avail.

Country living, 
fishing on river, 

electric included.

218-851-6798cl41p

*Spacious Apartments*
FOR RENT - ALDRICH

1 bedroom and 
2 bedroom avail.

Country living, 
fishing on river, 

electric included.

218-851-6798

Central Todd County Care Center 
•Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs)• 

Central Todd County Care Center is seeking personable and friendly 
Certified Nursing Assistants to help our residents with their 

Activities of Daily Living as described in each resident’s
individualized plan of care. We have both part-time and full-time 

positions available. For those interested, but not currently certified, 
we offer financial assistance and reimbursement for the certification 

classes. Additionally, we offer nursing scholarships that 
cover most of the cost for obtaining your LPN or RN licensure.

Wages may be adjusted based on years’ experience. 
The individual must pass a background study.

•NURSES (RN and LPN)• 
We are in search of a RN or LPN who is looking for a rewarding 

career in the Nursing field, has a care giving personality, 
and wants to make a difference in our older adult population.

Various shifts are currently available (including every other weekend 
and holiday). Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest 

in working with Long Term Care residents, families and visitors.
CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Tyler Kliniske at 
tkliniske@ctcccinc.com 

or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12 
Pick up an application in the Business Office, 

Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
or after hours at the Nurse’s Station. 

Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

cl39tfc

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley MN.
is now accepting 

applications for FUTURE 
2-3 bedroom apartments

Laundry facilities 
available on site. 

garage included with 
apartment. All utilities paid. 

Applications are available at:
956 Hwy 10 S., Motley

An Equal Housing Opportunity

For information and 
  qualifications 

   contact Nicole at 
218-751-6881

Classifieds: office@staplesworld.com
Copy: editor@staplesworld.com 
Obits: jwinter@staplesworld.com

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN, 218-894-1112

The Staples World office 
will be closed Nov. 24-25.

Have your ads and copy into the 
office by 3 p.m. on Weds., Nov. 23 

for the Nov. 30 issue.

Looking for a
good deal?

Check out the 
Staples
World

Classifieds
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERI-
FICATION OF THE DEBT 
AND IDENTITY OF THE 
ORIGINAL CREDITOR 
WITHIN THE TIME PRO-
VIDED BY LAW IS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN: That default has 
occurred in the conditions 
of  the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: 
May 31, 2017

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: 
$85,700.00

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) : 
Norene M. Carlson, a single 
person

MORTGAGEE: Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as nominee for 
Midwest Minnesota Com-
munity Development Cor-
poration

DAT E  A N D  P L AC E 
OF FILING: Recorded on 
June 6, 2017 as Document 
Number 504344 in the Office 
of  the County Recorder of  
Todd County, Minnesota.

A S S I G N M E N T S  O F 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: 
Freedom Mortgage Cor-
poration by assignment 
recorded on May 12, 2020 as 
Document Number A519322 
in the Office of  the County 
Recorder of  Todd County, 
Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
OF PROPERTY: The East 
50 feet of  Lots 9, 10, 11 and 
12, Block 8 and the West 10 
feet of  the South 100 feet of  
the alley in Block 8 all in 
the Town Plat of  the Village 
(now City) of  Browerville, 
Todd County, Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 120 3RD ST W, 

BROWERVILLE, MN 56438
COUNTY IN WHICH 

PROPERTY IS LOCATED: 
Todd County, Minnesota.

T H E  A M O U N T 
CLAIMED TO BE DUE ON 
THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: 
$80,300.83

TRANSACTION AGENT: 
Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc.

NAME OF MORTGAGE 
ORIGINATOR: Midwest 
Minnesota Community 
Development Corporation

RESIDENTIAL SER-
VICER: Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation

TAX PARCEL IDEN-
TIFICATION NUMBER: 
30-0015000

T R A N S A C T I O N 
A G E N T ’ S  M O R T -
G A G E  I D E N T I F I -
C A T I O N  N U M B E R : 
101106900019601723

THAT no action or pro-
ceeding has been instituted 
at law to recover the debt 
then remaining secured by 
such mortgage, or any part 
thereof, or, if  the action or 
proceeding has been insti-
tuted, that the same has 
been discontinued, or that 
an execution upon the judg-
ment rendered therein has 
been returned unsatisfied, 
in whole or in part.

P U R S UA N T,  t o  t h e 
power of  sale contained in 
said mortgage, the above 
described property will be 
sold by the Sheriff  of  said 
county as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF 
SALE: December 08, 2022 at 
10:00 a.m.

PLACE OF SALE: Todd 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
County Detention Center, 
115 Third Street South, 
Long Prairie, MN 56347.

to pay the debt then 
secured by said mortgage 
and taxes, if  any actually 

paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs 
and disbursements allowed 
by law. The time allowed 
by law for redemption by 
said mortgagor(s), their 
personal representatives 
or assigns is six (6) months 
from the date of  sale. 

TIME AND DATE TO 
VAC AT E  P R O P E R T Y: 
Unless said mortgage is 
reinstated or the prop-
erty redeemed, or unless 
the time for redemption is 
reduced by judicial order, 
you must vacate the prem-
ises by 11:59 p.m. on June 8, 
2023.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION 
BY THE MORTGAGOR, 
T H E  M O R T G A G O R ’ S 
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO 
FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDI-
CIAL ORDER IS ENTERED 
U N D E R  M I N N E S O TA 
S TAT U T E S ,  S E C T I O N 
582.032, DETERMINING, 
AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
T H A T  T H E  M O R T -
GAGED PREMISES ARE 
IMPROVED WITH A RESI-
DENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
A R E  N O T  P RO P E RT Y 
USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE 
ABANDONED.

M O R T G A G O R ( S ) 
RELEASED FROM FINAN-
CIAL OBLIGATION ON 
MORTGAGE: None

Dated: October 12, 2022

FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION

Mortgagee

TROTT LAW, P.C.
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, 
Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Sung Woo Hong, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(22-0344-FC02)

THIS IS A COMMUNI-
CATION FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
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We’re
HIRING!

Swift County Administrator
Benson, Minnesota

The County Administrator will provide overall management 
and administration for all county functions, taking direction 

from the County Board of Commissioners.

•Development and implementation of the County budget
•Collaborate with Department Heads for goals and structure.
•Oversee Human Resources functions, incl. performance reviews
•Provide Administrative support to the County Board.
•Respond to media, public, elected offi cials, etc. on county issues.
•Administer ordinances, regulations, resolutions and policies.
•Plan, direct and coordinate administrative and fi nancial operations.

APPLY NOW
Start your next 
career with us!

For more details about this 
openings, please go to
www.swiftcounty.com/jobs 
and open the link. There you 
will fi nd salary information, 
closing date and minimum 
qualifi cations, along with 
instructions on how to apply. 

Swift County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer
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WANTED TO BUY MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT

FARM EQUIPMENT

Your ad here! 
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of 
1.7 million readers!!!   1-800-279-2979

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

ANNANDALE SCHOOLS 
is hiring Night Shift Custo-
dians, excellent pay and ben-
e t package. Join our team! Visit 
www.isd876.org, human resources page.

DO YOU LOVE 
working with kids? Annandale 
Schools is hiring a special ed para-
professional. Join our team! Visit 
www.isd876.org, human resources page.

PAYROLL CLERK 
Clinton-Graceville-Beardsley ISD 2888
is seeking a Payroll Clerk. Visit our 
website, www.graceville.k12.mn.us,
for more information. CGB is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

OWN RURAL LAND? 
Earn $5,000+ every year from hunting 
leases. Upfront payments from our hunters. 
Reduce risk with free $5M liability insur-
ance. Call for a free quote 888/871-1982

FREE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET 
for those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select programs 
include Medicaid, SNAP, Housing As-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Bene ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus off er: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 co-
pay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 866/433-5324

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309 

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED 
delivered-to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers! Order The 
Butcher’s Deluxe package this holiday 
season- only $99.99. Call 855/402-7187 
and mention code 71941ALG or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/GiftGiving3287

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
a solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down  nanc-
ing option. Request a free, no obliga-
tion quote today. Call 888/913-5895

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

28 years serving 
our area! 

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.

Call 218-445-5685 
or 218-640-2341

SECTION 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS

TITLE:
Staples-Motley 

High School Addition 
& IAQ Upgrades 

LOCATION OF WORK: 
401 Centennial Drive
Staples, MN  56479
OWNER: 
Staples-Motley Public
Schools ISD #2170
905 4th Street NE
Staples, MN  56479
CONSTRUCTION MAN-

AGER: 
ICS Consulting, LLC.
1139 Franklin Ave., 
Suite 1
Sauk Rapids, MN  56379
(320) 360-5506
Contact: Jorden Pangrac
ARCHITECTURAL: 
JLG Architects
525 Broadway
Alexandria, MN  56308
(320) 408-7008
STRUCTURAL: 
Northland Consulting 

Engineers
102 South 21st Ave. West
Duluth, MN  55806
(218) 727-5995
CIVIL, MECHANICAL 

& ELECTRICAL ENGI-
NEER:

CMTA
2201 12th Street N, 
Suite E
Fargo, ND  58102
(701) 280-0500

PROJECT DESCRIP-
TION:

The project consists of  
multiple work scopes for 
all of  the work necessary 
for the construction of  an 
approximate 22,000 sf  gym 
and wellness center addi-
tion and indoor air quality 
upgrades to the existing 
school. Work scopes include 
but are not limited to: Earth-
work, Concrete, Precast 
Concrete, General Construc-
tion, Masonry, Steel Mate-
rial, Steel Install, Roofing 
& Metal Panel, Aluminum 
Doors Windows & Glazing, 
Flooring & Tile, Acoustic 
Ceilings & Acoustical Treat-
ment, Wood Athletic Floor-
ing, Fluid-Applied Athletic 
Flooring, Paint & Wall Cov-
erings, Gymnasium Equip-
ment, Bleachers & Fixed 
Bench Seating, Fire Sup-
pression, Mechanical, and 
Electrical. 

BID DATE AND LOCA-
TION:

Sealed  Bids  wil l  be 
received at Staples-Motley 
School District ISD #2170 
District Office, 905 4th 
Street NE  Staples, MN 
56479 then publicly opened 
and read aloud. Bids will 
be received and stamped-in 
prior to 2:00 p.m. local 
time on December 14, 
2022. Bids submitted after 
allotted time will be dis-
carded, NO EXCEPTIONS.  

EXAMINATION OF 
DOCUMENTS:

Bidders may view draw-
ings and specifications for 
the project at the office of  
the Construction Manager.

For Electronic access 
to the bidding documents, 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  A n g i e 
Stahnke at 218-336-5901. 
The Construction Manager 
can also provide locations 
of  Builders Exchanges hold-
ing plans for contractors to 
access. Bidders are respon-
sible for any and all costs 
associated with the produc-
tion of  plans and specifica-
tions for their use.

BIDDING REQUIRE-
MENTS:

Each Bidder must comply 
with the following require-
ments to reassure acknowl-
edgment and recognition of  
their Bids:

Bids must be accompa-
nied by Bid security in the 

form of  a certified check, 
cashier’s check, or Bid bond 
in the amount of  five per-
cent (5%) of  the base Bid 
submitted, made payable 
to the owner, as guarantee 
that Bidder will, if  awarded, 
enter into contract in accor-
dance with contract docu-
ments and submitted Bid.

Submit Bid on the pre-
scribed for m, which is 
furnished with the specifi-
cation, with full name and 
address of  the Bidder.

Completely fill in all 
blank spaces on the Bid 
Form, in ink or typewriter, 
in both words and figures.

Sign in longhand, exe-
cuted by a principal duly 
authorized to enter into an 
agreement. If  a Bidder is a 
co-partnership, then signa-
tures on the Bid shall be by 
an authorized member of  
the firm, with names and 
addresses of  each member 
of  partnership.

Base Bid and all alternate 
Bids shall be stated both in 
writing and in figures. In all 
cases, written and numeri-
cal figures must agree; oth-
erwise at Owner’s option, it 
shall be cause for rejection 
of  Bid. Complete form with-
out alterations.

Submit alternate prices 
(Bids) for either increasing 
or decreasing the costs, as 
called for on Bid form and 
Description of  Alternates.  
Submit a Bid for all alter-
nates.

Owner may make such 
investigations as they deem 
necessary to determine the 
ability, competency, and 
responsibility of  the Bidder 
to perform the work. Any 
Bidder shall fur nish to 
Owner all such information 
and data for this purpose, 
as the Owner may request. 
Owner reserves the right to 
reject any Bid if  the evidence 
submitted by, or investiga-
tion of, such Bidder fails to 
satisfy the Owner that such 
Bidder is properly quali-
fied to carry out the obliga-
tions of  the contract and to 
complete the Work contem-
plated therein. The compe-
tence and responsibility of  
Bidder will be considered 
in making an award, includ-
ing, but not limited to; (1) 
proof  of  financial responsi-
bility, (2) quality of  similar 
work, (3) amount of  experi-
ence with similar projects, 
(4) facilities, personnel and 
equipment, (5) reputation 
for performance, and (6) 
the ability to complete the 
work within specified time. 
Owner reserves the right to 
reject any Bid where there 
is reasonable doubt as to the 
qualifications of  the Bidder.

Owner reserves the right 
to: (1) accept Bidder’s Base 
Bid only, (2) accept any one 
or more of  Bidder’s Alter-
nate Bids, in any order 
regardless of  the order in 
which they were listed, (3) 
reject all Bids, (4) award con-
tract based on their investi-
gation of  Bidders, as well as 
acceptance of  alternates, all 
of  which the Owner deems 
to be in their best interest, 
(5) waive informalities or 
minor irregularities in Bids 
and waive minor irregulari-
ties or discrepancies in Bid-
ding procedure.

Upon award of  Contract, 
Contractor shall provide 
AIA A312 Perfor mance 
and Payment Bonds in the 
amount of  100 percent (%) 
of  Contract Sum in accor-
dance with General Condi-
tions and Amendments to 
General Conditions.

B I D D I N G  D O C U -
MENTS & SITE REVIEW:

Each Bidder (including 
subcontract Bidder where 
appropriate) is required to 
visit the site and to fully 
inform themself  and record 

their own investigations as 
to the extent of  the Work, 
the extent of  the Work per-
formed by other contractors 
under other construction 
packages, conditions under 
which the Work is to be per-
formed, existing buildings 
and streets, conditions of  
the area, existing utilities 
and other features, type 
of  soil, available facilities 
and difficulties that may be 
encountered in connection 
therewith, and other rele-
vant items which will affect 
their Bid or the Work.

Prior to submitting a Bid, 
each Bidder is required to 
examine all of  the bidding 
requirements, all Contract 
Documents, all drawings, 
and specifications for the 
Project (including those 
primarily for other Subcon-
tracts). Contractors shall 
become thoroughly familiar 
with the scope of  the Project 
and all factors and items of  
work which will affect their 
Bid or the Work, whether 
shown or specified in doc-
uments primarily for Work 
of  others or Work of  this 
Contract.

No extras will be allowed 
the Contractor as a result 
of  misunderstanding of  the 
extent of  scope of  the Work 
as a result of  their failure to 
study and record their own 
findings. Submission of  a 
Bid shall be proof  that such 
examinations have been 
made and that Bidder has 
recorded their own inves-
tigation and has become 
thoroughly familiar with all 
contract documents (includ-
ing all addenda). The failure 
or omissions of  any Bidder 
to  examine any for m, 
instrument or document 
shall in no way relieve any 
Bidder from any obligation 
in respect to their Bid. Nor 
shall it be the responsibility 
of  ICS or its counterparts 
to ensure you have read all 
documentation. This is the 
sole responsibility of  the 
Bidder and its Sub-Contrac-
tor(s).

PRE-BID CONFER-
ENCE:

A Pre-Bid conference 
will be held at 2:00 p.m. 
on December 6, 2022 at 
Staples-Motley School 
District ISD #2170 Dis-
trict Office, 905 4th Street 
NE Staples, MN 56479. If  
Bidders want to visit the 
physical site, a site review 
will take place immedi-
ately following the Pre-Bid 
conference at Staples-Mot-
ley Elementary School. 
No extras will be allowed 
because of  the Bidder’s 
misinterpretation as to the 
amount of  work involved, 
Bidder’s own error, negli-
gence, or failure to examine 
the site. 

START DATE:
Work will begin after 

receipt of  the signed con-
tract from the Owner. The 
anticipated award date 
is December 19, 2022 . 
Pre-construction and sub-
mittals work related to the 
project is to commence 
immediately after receipt 
of  the signed contract. The 
onsite work will begin on 
the premises no later than 
June 2, 2023.

SUBSTANTIAL AND 
COMPLETION DATE:

Owner requires 
all work to be 

substantially complete by:
IAQ Phase 1: 

August 25, 2023
IAQ Phase 2: 

August 23, 2024
Wellness Center 

Addition: 
September 27, 2024

END OF 
SECTION 00 11 13

                                   48-51pnc

CITY OF STAPLES
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 
ON PROPOSED 
ASSESSMENTS

Notice is hereby given 
that the Staples City Coun-
cil will meet at 7 p.m. on 
December 13, 2022 at 122 
6th St NE to consider and 
possibly adopt assessments 
for non-payment of  nui-
sance abatement charges 
against property.

The proposed assess-
ment roll is on file for 
public inspection at the 
city clerk’s office. Written 
or oral objections will be 
considered at the meeting.

Tara Greer, City Clerk
                                     48pnc

NOTICE
VILLARD TOWNSHIP 

BIDS FOR SNOW 
REMOVAL

Villard Township is 
now accepting bids for 
snow removal in Villard 
Township. All bids will be 
accepted until 5 p.m. on 
December 13, 2022.  

This bid must include 
the  snow removal  on 
approximately 38.2 miles 
of  township roads and 
the contract will be effec-
tive immediately after the 
December 13,2022, dead-
line. This contract will be a 
two (2) year term.

Please forward your 
bid to the Clerk of  Villard 
Township, 31836 Timber-
lane Road, Staples, MN 
56479.

  
Mary Trantina-Koenig, 
Clerk
Villard Township
                                        48pnc
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Garland was role model through Cub Scouts, Rotary
GARLAND continued from page 1a

News

L A K E W O O D  W E L C O M E S

E N D O C R I N O L O G I S T

Lakewood is pleased to welcome Dr. Thomas Moraghan, 

endocrinologist, to its medical staff.  Dr. Moraghan’s primary 

focus is patients with thyroid disease, diabetes mellitus,

and osteoporosis. He is currently seeing patients 

in our Browerville and Eagle Bend clinics.

LAKEWOODHEALTHSYSTEM.COM

Talk to your provider
about a referral today!

218-894-1515

LW_WelcomeDrMoraghan_SW_10.625x6_11.2.22.indd   1 11/2/22   3:24 PM

to pursue a similar career 
path, Dr. Bens encouraged 
Ray to attend his alma 
maters...both Wheaton Col-
lege in Illinois, followed by 
dental school at the Uni-
versity of  Minnesota. He’s 
never regretted following in 
Dr. Bens footsteps.

A 1952 graduate of  Sta-
ples High School, Ray later 
married his high school 
sweetheart, Helen Amund-
son, with whom he raised 
four daughters...LuAnn, 
Loree, Lisa and Linda. Sta-
ples Alliance, as well as the 
Staples community, contin-
ued to be an important part 
of  the Garland family.

“I never worked any-
where but Staples,” Dr. Ray 
said, sharing that after serv-
ing in the U.S. Air Force, he 
moved back to Staples in 
1962, setting up his dental 

practice and serving his 
community in a number of  
ways for the next 60 years.

Having been part of  the 
Boy Scouts program in his 
youth, Ray was inspired to 
become a Scoutmaster as an 
adult, working with Troop 
61 for many years. “I liked 
that we were trying to help 
kids be somebody,” Ray 
shared at the 2010 Staples 
Motley Community Foun-
dation Awards ceremony, at 
which he was honored. 

In addition to Boy Scouts, 
Dr. Ray joined the Staples 
Rotary in 1964, and has been 
an active member since 
that time. At their meeting 
Sept. 28, the Staples Rotari-
ans recognized Ray for his 
58-years of  service to their 
organization. 

Kurt Wilson, the club’s 
current president, thanked 

Dr. Garland for all he’d 
done during his years with 
Rotary, mentioning he’d 
been recognized as a Paul 
Harris Fellow several times 
over, having contributed 
thousands of  dollars to the 
Rotary Foundation.

“He’s a saint,” Wilson 
said of  Ray in a later con-
versation, noting that he 
remembers being a patient 
of  Dr. Garland’s when he 
was a boy. When he became 
an adult, it was a privi-
lege to serve alongside Dr. 
Ray in the Staples Rotary. 
Wilson went on to describe 
Ray as a “giving soul” who 
always puts everyone else 
first. “You don’t meet as 
many people as good as Ray,” 
Wilson said.

Fellow Rotarian Brenda 
Halvorson said that Ray is 
a special member of  the 

Staples club. She also was 
witness to his dedication to 
the Boy Scouts program in 
town. Halvorson recalled 
when her son Dan was in 
Cub Scouts and involved 
with projects like paper 
drives, she was always 
happy when he was part-
nered with Ray because “he 
is such a good role model.”

They’re going to miss 
him, was the consensus at 
the Rotary meeting in Sep-
tember. Thanks to modern 
technology, they hope Ray 
will continue to join them 
virtually on occasion via 
Zoom.

He’ll miss them, too, Dr. 
Ray said. As he thinks about 
what he’s going to miss 
the most when his red Cor-
vette heads south, Garland 
mentions those Wednes-
day Rotary meetings, his 
church family, neighbor-
hood friends, and the conve-
nience of  small town living. 
He likes grocery shopping 
at local places like Jon’s and 
Ernie’s, Ray says, adding, 

“I don’t think you save too 
much by the time you drive 
all those miles out of  town.”

He’ll miss the Frank 
Lloyd Wright-style  house 
he and his late-wife, Helen, 
built just prior to her being 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. 
There’s a ‘for sale’ sign out-
side of  it now, but Ray said 
he’s grateful to have been 
able to enjoy the house  for 
20-some years.

His  daughters  have 
helped pack up his belong-
ings (including his elephant 
collection), which will make 
their way to their new home 
in Lakeville. He’ll be bring-
ing a host of  rich memories, 
too, collected over eight-
plus decades.

At Ray’s last service at 

Staples Alliance (for the 
time being), Pastor Zach 
reminds the congregation 
that their brother-in-Christ 
is entering a new mission 
field...that the Good Shep-
herd has called him to serve 
in a new place.

Pastor Zach expressed 
his thanks for having been 
blessed by Ray since coming 
to Staples a few years 
ago. “He’s blessed count-
less lives” the pastor said, 
noting Ray’s compassion, 
kindness and deep love for 

others. The congregation 
rejoices that Dr. Ray has 
been a part of  their lives 
for so many years and trust 
that the Lord will continue 
to do what is best for his life, 
Pastor Zach said.

When it comes time to 
sing they hymn, “Count 
Yo u r  B l e s s i n g s ”  t h i s 
Thanksgiving weekend, no 
doubt one of  those blessings 
that come to mind for many 
in the Staples community 
with be Dr. Ray Garland.

A prayer for Dr. Ray
Pastor Zach Jones  (at  right) offered a prayer  for 

lifelong member Dr. Ray Garland during the morning wor-
ship service at Staples Alliance Church Sept. 25. Others 
were invited to come forward and offer their own prayers 
for Garland, who would be moving out of town the follow-
ing week. (Screen shots from the church’s website)
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•Collaborate with Department Heads for goals and structure.
•Oversee Human Resources functions, incl. performance reviews
•Provide Administrative support to the County Board.
•Respond to media, public, elected offi cials, etc. on county issues.
•Administer ordinances, regulations, resolutions and policies.
•Plan, direct and coordinate administrative and fi nancial operations.

APPLY NOW
Start your next 
career with us!

For more details about this 
openings, please go to
www.swiftcounty.com/jobs 
and open the link. There you 
will fi nd salary information, 
closing date and minimum 
qualifi cations, along with 
instructions on how to apply. 

Swift County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

take a look at us!

and knowing what they 
need.”

Board member Bryan 
Winkels said other schools 
do teach to the test and 
sometimes get higer scores, 
but the Staples-Motley 
schools are teaching learn-
ing principles first, not just 
teaching to the test. “I really 
like the way we are doing 
it,” said Winkels.

The school uses their 
FastBridge program to 
assess where individual 
students need help and give 
each student help on those 
subjects.

The FastBridge data 
shows that there is posi-
tive growth at every grade 
level from year to year, said 
Pantzke, indicating that the 
Staples-Motley teachers are 
improving their students.

The FastBridge data indi-
cates that the kindergargten 
classes are starting at a 
low level. Superintendent 
Shane Tappe said “there 
are numerous students 
who come to us without 
any early childhood expe-
rience,” indicating a need 
for more preschool oppor-
tunities.

One of  the data points 
showed that there is a 
higher number of  disrup-
tive behavior instances 
in the past year. Pantzke 
said the number had gone 
way down during the pan-
demic, and is now rising, 
but they are checking to 
see if  the numbers are 
being reported in the same 
way they had been in the 
past. Nevertheless, she said 
decreasing behaviors and 
improving attendance are 
two of  the five opportuni-
ties the school is working 
on as a result of  their data 
assessment. Pantzke said 
they now have a full time 
dean of  students, an inter-
ventionist at the elementary 
school and social workers 
in the schools. Elementary 
Principal Allan Berg said 
he has gotten a grant from 
Sourcewell to focus on posi-
tive behavior interventions. 

“There is a big group work-
ing on basic expectations 
from the hallway to the 
gym to the classroom,” said 
Berg.

In addition to attendance 
and behavior, the school has 
identified goals to increase 
reading and math scores 
and increase the number 
of  students in the “exceeds” 
cate gory.  Pantzke said 
they are working on build-
ing relationships between 
staff  and students to help 
empower students in their 
learning.


