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Tubing fun in Motley
The Crow Wing River in Motley was a popular 
destination for those looking to cool off during the 
recent hot streak. On July 7, Ashley Warzecha (center) 
had fun tubing with her sons Riley Lemke (left) and 
Logan Nelson, starting their journey near the Highway 
210 bridge. (Staples World photo by Dawn Timbs)

See ORIENTATION 
on page 3a

In Coordination with 
Wadena County 

Public Health - Friendly Rider’s 
Hours for Dispatching are 

Monday - Friday 
8:00a.m. to 4:30p.m. 

Friendly Rider will be closed 
Saturdays and Sundays.

WWW.FRIENDLYRIDER.COM

Saturdays and Sundays.

218-631-5730

Weather
 
  This Week’s Forecast
 High   Low   Cond.
July 15      79º    59º      Sunny  
July 16     82     58   P. Cloudy                                      
July 17     85    67     M. Sunny
July 18    88    62     M. Sunny  
July 19     81   59     M. Cloudy
July 20    80    60     M. Sunny                                                  
July 21      81   60     Sunny   
              
 
                                

Average Temps: 
 H = 81º Low = 60º

Rain for Week: 1.40”
Year total rain: 9.35”

Compiled by 
Dale Hausmann, 

WCCO’s Staples area 
Weatherwatcher

Last Year, 2019
 High Low Cond.
July 15    88º    65º    Sunny                                            
July 16    85      63   M. Sunny 
July 17    88     65       Cloudy
July 18    78     66       Rain
July 19    79     64       Cloudy
July 20    77     63       Cloudy
July 21    73     54       Sunny

The Staples United Meth-
odist Church and Central 
Lakes College are partner-
ing to bring Ruby’s Pantry 
to Staples. They will be 
bringing the fi rst food distri-
bution August 4,  from 5:30 
- 7:00 p.m. at Central Lakes 
College Staples Campus. To 
insure that the event is safe 
and complies with COVID-
19 guidelines, it will be an 
outdoor, drive-thru distribu-
tion. 

How the distribution 
works is simple. There is  
a cash donation, attend-
ees will receive a food 
bundle, typically valued 
between $100-$150. There 
is no income or residency 
requirement to participate.  

Ruby’s Pantry is open to 
anyone who eats. Attend-
ees need to bring their own 
totes or boxes for their food 
bundle. If  attendees would 
like to receive more than 
one bundle, they can pay an 
additional fee. 

“We are incredibly excited 
to bring this  valuable 
resource to Staples and the 
surrounding communities,” 
said Erich Heppner, co-coor-
dinator for Ruby’s Pantry of  
Staples. “It’s no secret that 
our local economy and fam-
ilies have been hit hard by 
COVID-19. This is our way 
of  giving back and ensur-
ing that people have a place 
to go for reliable, affordable 
food. Moving forward, we 

plan to hold monthly dis-
tributions the fi rst Tuesday 
of  each month at the Cen-
tral Lakes College Staples 
Campus.”

Ruby’s Pantry is not 
government funded and is 
a 501 C3. Each donation is 
used to cover operational 
costs of  trucking, gas and 
warehouse staff. All food is 
donated by corporate food 
donors, making it possible 
to reach more families each 
month at locations across 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
Questions and information 
about the distribution and 
fees can be directed to co-co-
ordinators, Pastor Greg 
Leslie; 218-731-9302 or Erich 
Heppner; 952-807-3279. 

Ruby’s Pantry food 
distribution Aug. 4

Central Lakes College 
students and their fami-
lies are invited to attend 
All Set For Fall 2020, a vir-
tual event held July 27-31, 
2020.

This unique event is 
similar to an open house 
for newly enrolled students. 
ASFF helps students and 
families address lingering 
questions related to college 
finances, campus supports 
and resources, course reg-
istration, schedules, aca-
demic programs, student 
life and more.

“Our All Set For Fall 
event is designed to make 
sure students feel confi-
dent about the start of  fall 
semester and feel connected 
to staff, faculty and campus 
services and supports,” 
said Paul Preimesberger, 
Dean of  Enrollment Man-
agement and Student Suc-
cess. “Faculty and staff  will 
provide information on a 
wide range of  topics related 

CLC to 
host online 
orientation 
July 27-31

T h e  S t a p l e s - M o t l e y 
Summer Recreation pro-
gram has scheduled mul-
tiple activities over a two 
week period for students 
in pre-K to fourth grade. 
Tennis, baseball, softball, 
volleyball, cheerleading 
and track and fi eld will be 
offered to area youth.

Due to COVID-19, the 
regular summer rec pro-
grams were canceled, but 
many of  the youth sports/ 
camps will be held in a two 
week evening jamboree.

Parents can register for 
the jamboree at the Sta-
ples-Motley school web 
site’s community education 
page. See page 5a for details.

Summer rec 
youth sports 
jamboree

A 26 team spikeball tournament materialized at the Pine Grove Park baseball fi eld on July 11, organized by 
Elijah Rick, who brought in friends from Dassel, Duluth and Willmar to play the tournament. (Staples World photos 
by Mark Anderson)

Summertime fun - spikeball tournament in Staples

Staples fi refi ghters inspect the siding of a house 
after a fi re started on the outside of a home owned by 
Megan Haber on Ravilla Ave. NE in Staples. The fire 

started near a wood pile and traveled up the siding to the 
roof. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Firefi ghters prevent fi re from spreading
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Camielle
Beautiful daughter of 
Anna & Dustin
Born 5/23/20 in Staples.

Barrett
Beautiful son of 
Paige & Jason
Born 5/22/20 in Staples.

Osman
Beautiful son of 
Sandy & Juan
Born 5/13/20 in Staples.

WELCOMING

TO MOTLEY...

TO STAPLES...

218-894-1515
lakewoodhealthsystem.com

WE ARE SO HONORED TO BE A 
PART OF YOUR CHILD’S BIRTH.

By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

The pavilion at Converse 
Park in Motley is nearly 
complete,  of fering the 
public a place to hold pic-
nics and other group gath-
erings.

Although a few things 
still need to be completed 
on the building project, 
things were ready enough 
for a community picnic to 
be held at the facility July 8.  

 B r u c e  B r o t h e r t o n , 
Public Works Director for 
the city, said that ceilings 
and electricity still need to 
be installed, as do bathroom 
fixtures, doors, countertops 
and handrails. Landscap-
ing and a few other miscel-
laneous details are still on 
the agenda as well.

The project was insti-
gated over a year ago by 
the Motley Free Method-
ist Church, whose mem-
bers had come to the City 
of  Motley with the idea of  
building a shelter at the 
park, along with a donation 
of  $10,000 toward the proj-
ect. 

Brotherton said that 
the city’s parks committee 
(of  which he is a member), 
along with support from 
the city council, decided 
to expand on the church’s 
shelter idea to include a 
kitchen and restrooms as a 
way to make better use of  

the park layout.
Ultimately, the project 

(estimated to cost around 
$50,000) was approved by 
the city council. In addition 
to the church’s donation, 
the council agreed to use 
money in the capital proj-
ects fund already set aside 
and dedicated for park proj-
ects. 

Contractors who worked 
on the project to date 
include Jordahl Concrete 
and Masonry, who built the 
walls and floors; and DHC 
(Derek Holst Construction) 
of  Lakes Area, Inc., who did 
the roof  and will be finish-
ing the siding, trim work 
and ceiling.

It was fitting that the 
Motley Free Methodist 
Church was the first to host 
an event at the new pavil-
ion, as they were the ones to 
spearhead the project.

Jessica Judd, church 
member and volunteer 
at the picnic, said that 
they had 103 people come 
through the park that day. 
Some felt more comfort-
able picking up their ‘to-go’ 
boxes and eating at home 
(due to the coronavirus), 
but others stuck around to 
enjoy outdoor fellowship, 
she said. 

“It went real well,” Judd 
went on, “considering the 
heat, storm and the COVID 
scenario we all find our-
selves in.”

Motley’s new park pavilion nears completion

With construction nearly complete, a community 
picnic was held at the City of Motley’s new pavilion July 8, 
hosted by the Motley Free Methodist Church. Over 100 
people came to the celebration that day, enjoying grilled 

hamburgers and hot dogs, outdoor fellowship and musi-
cal entertainment. Social distancing measures were ob-
served due to government regulations during COVID-19. 
(Staples World photos by Dawn Timbs)

Celebrating the new pavilion at Ernie Converse Park

The Motley Free Methodist Church 
hosted a free community picnic July 8, 
at Ernie Converse Park in Motley. This 
was the first event to be held in the newly 
constructed pavilion located at the park. 
Pictured above are church volunteers who 

helped prepare the picnic meal and set 
up for the event. From left are Marise-
la Vasquez, Kevin Swecker, Alex Griffith, 
Jessica Judd, Traci Birkholtz and Carol 
Weigel. Not pictured is Verna Krantz who 
also helped out at the picnic. 

Church volunteers Picnic entertainment
Clif Cline (left) and Tim Cline, cousins, shared their 

musical talents at the community picnic in Motley July 8. 
The event was held at the new pavilion at Ernie Converse 
Park. They are scheduled to perform at the next commu-
nity picnic as well on Wednesday, Aug. 12, at 5:30 p.m. 

Getting to-go boxes ready
Traci Birkholtz (right) and Carol Weigel, pictured in 

the kitchen of the new pavilion at Ernie Converse Park in 
Motley, prepared to-go boxes of food for the community 
picnic July 8. A total of 103 people came through the 
serving line (with social distancing measures in place) to 
pick up a to-go container of food. Each box contained 
chips, a cookie and grilled hamburger or hot dog.  

Bryan Stevens, Maintenance Assis-
tant for the City of Motley, takes a short 
break on July 7 from his work building 
the retaining wall at the city’s new pavilion 

located at Ernie Converse Park. It was 
completed in time for the community pic-
nic, held the next day. 

Taking a break

Recent reports from the Motley 
Police Department (MPD) and 
Morrison County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) included the following:

July 7 - The MPD arrested Duane 
Hannahs on a felony warrant at 
the 300 block of  Hwy 10 S., Motley, 
without incident.

July 7 - The MPD received a 
report of  a suspicious person driv-
ing an ATV on the lawn at Trident 
Seafoods in Motley, which was caus-
ing some damage. The caller stated 
that it was believed this person 
may be involved in recent thefts 
and vandalism of  “Trump” flags. 
The ATV was described as a purple 
colored Polaris four-wheeler and 
the operator is described as being a 

male with a bald head.
July 7 - The MPD received a call 

from the owner of  Laundry Off  10 
in Motley that someone had tried 
breaking into two of  their washing 
machines the day before. The locks 
on the machines were damaged 
and unusable, but no money was 
taken. Photos of  the subject were 
obtained from the laundry owner.

July 6 - The MPD received a 
report of  suspicious items that the 
owners of  the Eastwood Inn had 
located outside of  their building. 
They had located a green backpack 
on the backside of  the building 
under one of  the room’s windows. 
The owner stated that no one had 
come looking for it. Inside was an 

envelope addressed to a male; and 
prescription pill bottles all labeled 
with a woman’s name on them. The 
MPD later received a call from the 
woman stating she had lost her cell 
phone matching the description of  
the one found in the backpack. The 
woman denied that the backpack 
was hers, stating she had been in 
the hospital and had just returned 
that day. She stated that her cell 
phone was sitting in the window 
sill and must have fallen out. 

July 5 - The MPD received a call 
from a Motley resident, reporting 
that someone had taken down a 
Trump flag that he had flying in 
his front yard the day before. The 
flag pole was laying about 20 feet 

from its original position, the flag 
had been damaged beyond repair.

July 8 - The MCSO paged out the 
Motley Fire Department for a fire 
in Cass County, at the 6000 block of  
Hwy 210 in Motley.

July 5 - The MCSO was dis-
patched to a boating accident with 
injuries at the 30000 block of  56th 
Ave., Cushing. While enroute, the 
deputy learned the subject was 
being transported via personal 
vehicle to St. Gabriel’s Hospital in 
Little Falls.

July 4 - The MCSO received a 
call from a Cushing resident who 
reported someone had taken his 
Trump 2020 banner off  a hay bale 
on his property. 

Motley Police, Morrison County Sheriff’s Office reports

Burger time
Alex Griffith helped 

grill burgers for the com-
munity picnic.
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Families invited to Zoom

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/12/2020 Central

FROM
$1,649*

$1,399*

TM

1-877-375-2291
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/20. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Go back in time for a 10-day trip through ancient Greece. Start with 
3 days in Athens, where you will visit the Parthenon, the Acropolis 
and Acropolis Museum, and more, after meeting your fellow 
travelers at a welcome dinner. Then it’s on to 2 of the most popular 
Greek islands—Mykonos, famous for its windmills, whitewashed 
buildings and domed churches; and Santorini, named by numerous 
publications as the world’s top island. Return to Athens by ferry for 
your final night in Greece.

10 days, departs April - September 2021

GREECE & HER ISLANDS
Athens • Mykonos • Santorini SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

855-984-8982 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - July 12, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

75 YEARS AGO - 1945 
o July 19, 1945 - Mrs. 

Virgil Spencer, a resident 
of  May township in Cass 
county, near Pillager, was 
killed between six and seven 
o’clock Tuesday evening at 
her farm home, the result of  
a run-away team.

Mrs. Spencer was assist-
ing with the fi eld work and 
driving a cultivator. What 
frightened the team will 
never be known.

When Mrs. Spencer did 
not come in at supper time 
her husband went to look for 
her. He found her under the 
cultivator with the horses 

standing quiet, still hitched 
to the machine. 

Thinking that she was 
unconscious, her husband 
took her to the house and 
called the Huff  ambulance 
from Staples. A coroner was 
later called by Mr. Huff, and 
she was pronounced dead 
from the accident.

Mrs. Spencer was born 
Edna Green, daughter of  Mr. 
and Mrs. William Green, at 
Battle Creek, Iowa. She was 
educated in the schools at 
Oto, Iowa.

On August 26, 1944, she 
was united in marriage to 
Virgil Spencer, and in Jan-
uary of  this year they came 
to May township, where 
they settled on a farm.

o July 19, 1945 - Staples 
Boy Scout Troop 61 can now 
boast of  two more Eagle 
scouts in their troop since 
the week of  camping at 
Camp Clyde has been com-
pleted. Sixteen members of  
the local troop attended the 
week’s outing.

Francis Peirce, son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry E. Peirce, 
and Edward Sadusky, son 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Sadusky, are the two scouts 
who were awarded the 
honors of  Eagle Scouts at 
the court of  honor held at 
Camp Clyde Saturday eve-
ning of  last week. 

50 YEARS AGO - 1970
o July 23, 1970 - The 60th 

annual Morrison County 
Fair at Motley will begin its 
3-day run Monday, July 27, 
and will continue through 
Wednesday, July 29. 

Included in the scheduled 
events of  the exposition will 
be many exhibits, attrac-
tive booths, the Junior Miss 
Motley contest, 4-H and FFA 
Judging contests, free enter-
tainment, tractor driving 
contest, greased pig contest, 
4-H Dress Revue, turtle race, 
a band concert, a carnival 
on the midway and the pre-
sentation of  awards.

o July 23, 1970 - Plans 
and preparations are being 
made by the Rainbow Riders 
Saddle Club of  Motley for 
the staging of  their fourth 
annual rodeo, The event will 
be held Aug. 1 and 2, with 
performances to get under-
way each afternoon at 2 p.m.

o July 23, 1970 - The Sta-
ples North team, coached by 
Jerry Riewer, successfully 
defended its championship 
of  Babe Ruth Tournament 
play as they downed a tough 
Verndale squad 1 to 0 in 
an exciting finale Tuesday 
afternoon.

Warren Mertens picked 
up the win for the Staples 
team as he pitched a one-hit-
ter. Mertens was also the 
recipient of  the Most Valu-
able Player Award. Paul 
Seaton of  Verndale copped 
the batting championship, 
with an average of  .500.

25 YEARS AGO - 1995
o July 20, 1995 - A local 

doctor who has not forgotten 
the meaning of  house calls 
was one of  four fi nalists for 
the 1995 Family Physician 
of  the Year award presented 
by the Minnesota Academy 
of  Family Physicians.

Lakewood Clinic’s Dr. 
David Freeman was nomi-
nated for this award by his 
patients and his colleagues, 

according to Academy Pres-
ident, Dr. Paul Van Gorp of  
Long Prairie.

Dr. Freeman has prac-
ticed in Staples for just 
over seven years. He sees 
patients both at the Lake-
wood Clinic and Greater 
Staples Hospital, and also 
visits about once a week at 
satellite clinics at Brower-
ville and Eagle Bend. 

Freeman and his wife, 
Mary, have two children, 
seven year old Amy and 
nine year old Daniel. He 
enjoys golf  and basketball 
and singing and is described 
by his nurse, Margie Ander-
son, as having a “wonderful 
sense of  humor, a little bit 
weird but wonderful.”

But he says, “I like med-
icine most. I like to work. I 
don’t know what else I’d do.”

o July 20, 1995 - A Cush-
ing man accused of  the 
Nov. 1 shooting of  another 
man in Rail Prairie Town-
ship pled guilty Monday to 
fi rst degree murder and two 
lesser charges and was sen-
tenced to life in prison.

“We’re obviously pleased 
with the resolution of  
this case,” said Assistant 
Attorney-General William 
Klumpp, Jr., from the Min-
nesota Attorney General’s 
offi ce, who helped prosecute 
the case against David Mar-
shall Pingeon, 34.

The charges stemmed 
from a shooting incident 
which took place Nov. 1, 1994 
near Lake Alexander in Rail 
Prairie Township, in which 
Bradley Scott Tweeter, 36, 
rural Cushing, was killed 
and Lynn Pingeon, 30, also 
of  Cushing, was injured.

On Monday, Pingeon 
entered a guilty plea to 
one charge of  first degree 
murder for the killing of  
Tweeter, one charge of  
first degree assault for the 
shooting of  his estranged 
wife, Lynn Pingeon, and one 
charge of  second degree 
a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  B r i a n 
Tweeter, 34, Brenda John-
son, and Johnson’s eight-
year-old daughter.

10 YEARS AGO - 2010
o July 22, 2010 - Winds of  

over 70 miles per hour blew 
through the Staples area 
Saturday evening, July 17, 
causing over 100 trees to be 
downed or damaged, roof  
damage to a few buildings 
and other problems in Sta-
ples.

Emergency sirens were 
activated in Staples and sur-
rounding areas as the area 
was under two separate tor-
nado warnings.

o July 22, 2010 - ‘It’s a Y 
in the trail, not the end of  
the road,’ written by Tom 
Crawford, News Editor, was 
a front-page story that week. 
The story goes on to say:

The byline above has 
g r a c e d  ( o r  d i s g r a c e d , 
depending on one’s point of  
view) the pages of  the Sta-
ples World since mid-May 
of  1981, when a 35-year-old 
reporter walked into the 
Staples World offi ce to begin 
a new job. The byline won’t 
appear, with any regularity 
at least, after July 30, when 
this writer retires.

I’m hoping to move on 
to golfing, fishing, some 
travel involving genealogy 
and another trip (or two) to 
Africa in the future. And a 
trip to England and Europe.

It’s been a great ride for a 
guy who didn’t plan to stay 
here for more than three 
or four years, as that had 
been my longest tenure at 
previous news writing jobs. 
But plans change, as they 
say. It’s interesting that the 
news writer’s job at this 
newspaper is now open for 
only the third time in prob-
ably 50 or 60 years. Gordy 
Sellnow held this post for  
many years prior to his 
unexpected death in 1977. 
Pat Misener replaced him 
and worked here for four 
years prior to moving on to 
a pastoral position  (quite 
a switch in roles) in 1981. 
That’s when I was hired 
by the then-publisher Paul 
Caquelin.

Looking back

- o - 
Compiled by

Dawn Timbs
- o - 

Mystery 
photos

Hello readers. This 
week’s archive photos are 
from our July 23, 1970 
edition. Do you know 
who these people are 
and perhaps the con-
text of the photos? Email 
your answers and where 
you are from to dtimbs@
staplesworld.com by Fri-
day morning, or call 218-
894-1112. The answers 
will be published in next 
week’s paper, as well as a 
new mystery photo.

Mystery solved
Last week’s mystery photos, published in the 

March 28, 1957 edition of the Staples World, fea-
tured Staples High School students who received 
superior ratings at the District 24 speech festival. 

Pictured above, front row are Virginia Cross, 
pantomime; Dorothy Jackson, original oratory; Kathy 
Simon, serious interpretative reading alternate to the 
regional; Wendy Stone, discussion alternate; and 
in the back, Carol Chapin, pantomime; Dick Bryce, 
extemporaneous speaking.

Pictured below are Darlene Jelinek, original 
oratory; Marilyn Martin, alternate to the regional con-
test in humorous interpretative reading; Deloris Ol-
son, extemporaneous speaking. In back are Wayne 
Judd, memorized oratory; Wendel Toedter, alternate 
in original oratory; and Marlys Hopkins, humorous 
interpretative reading.

Judy Wolak of Staples correctly identifi ed 
a few of the students pictured, including Simon, 
Chapin, Stone, Jackson, Jelinek, Toedter and Ol-
son. Thanks for participating in our Mystery Photo. 

Correction
Both Faith Lutheran 

Church in Staples and 
Bethany Lutheran Church 
in Cushing will hold ser-
vices Sunday, July 19, at 9 
a.m. The service at Faith 
will be held in the church’s 
parking lot; and the service 

at Bethany will be held 
indoors.

Last  week’s  Staples 
World incorrectly stated 
that Bethany’s service 
would begin at 10:45 a.m. 
The World regrets the error.

Tri-County Health Care, 
Wadena was named a 2020 
National Standard Top 
Workplace by The Star Tri-
bune. Tri-County Health 
Care was also included in 
The Star Tribune’s Top 
Workplaces publication.

The Top Workplaces 
publication recognizes the 
most progressive compa-
nies in Minnesota based 
on employee  opinions 
measuring engagement, 
organizational health and 
satisfaction. The analysis 
included responses from 
more than 76,000 employees 
at Minnesota public, pri-
vate and nonprofit organi-
zations. 

The rankings are based 
on survey infor mation 
collected by Energage, an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  c o m p a n y 
specializing in employee 
engagement and retention.

“This recognition refl ects 
our dedication to building 
a culture that contributes 
to the physical, emotional 
and overall  well -being 
of  our entire team,” said 
Teresa Johnson, Tri-County 
Health Care Chief  Human 
Resources Offi cer. “By earn-
ing this designation two 
years in a row, it demon-
strates we are committed to 
meaningful and sustained 
success as an organization.”

Tri-County 
makes Top 
Workplace list
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to their programs and areas, 
and there will be plenty of  
opportunity for questions. 
We highly recommend this 
event for incoming students 
and their families.”

ASFF will be held vir-
tually via Zoom from 9 
a.m. - noon each day. It’s 
designed to accommodate 
students’ busy personal 

lives.  Students can attend 
any number of  sessions on 
any of  the days. Only a one-
time RSVP is required.

Students can sign up at 
www.clcmn.edu/new-stu-
dent-orientation-day/.

Prospective students can 
still apply for fall semester 
at clcmn.edu.

Cool kids, cool treats
Tyrell Trey Davis (left) and Jace Lee Davis of Motley 

enjoyed an ice cream treat at the Motley Dairy Queen 
July 7, when temperatures lingered in the high 90’s. 
They found a picnic table near a large shade tree which 
also offered respite from the heat. (Staples World photo 
by Dawn Timbs)
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America is still a nation 
of  small towns. There are 
over 19,500 incorporated cit-
ies in the United States with 
76 percent –14,782 –with 
fewer than 5,000 people, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census. 
There are 1,669 cities with 
between 5,000 and 10,000 
people bringing the total un-
der 10,000 to 84.4 percent of  
the country’s cities.

You would think with 
such an overwhelming ma-
jority of  the nation’s cities 
small townsthat theywould 
be a dominant political 
force able to have consid-
erable impact on the laws 
enacted instate legislatures 
and Washington, D.C. Un-
fortunately, that isn’t the 
case and our influences is 
dwindling with each pass-
ing year.

While small town Ameri-
ca has the number in cities, 
it is the metropolitan areas 
that have the population.

“Urban areas make up 
only 3 percent of  the entire 
land area of  the country but 
are home to more than 80 
percent of  the population,” 
the Census reports. “Con-
versely, 97 percent of  the 
country’s land mass is rural, 
but only 19.3 percent of  the 
population lives there.”

These numbers have a 
profound impact on the in-
formation we all have, and 
will have access to in the 
future, that enable us to be 
involved and informed citi-
zens. A recent University of  
North Carolina study found 
that since 2004, 1,800 news-
papers had disappeared in-
America –1,700 of  the com-
munity weekly newspapers.

In the metropolitan areas 

of  America, there is a rel-
atively rich media culture 
with commercial television 
stations, public radio and 
television stations, internet 
web sites devoted to cover-
ing both the urban region 
and communities within 
it, and daily newspapers. A 
vibrant community news-
paper can mean the dif-
ference between a healthy 
community and one that is 
poorer, more divisive, less 
informed, and more open to 
corruption.

In Healthy 
communities 

• Residents are connected 
by the stories of  their fam-
ilies, neighbors, schools, lo-
cal governments, religious 
institutions, health care fa-
cilities, social organizations, 
and the business communi-
ty.

• Its citizens are aware of  
what is happening and en-
couraged and motivated to 
participate in making their 
communities a better place 
to live and work.

• Connected communities 
create a sense of  belong-
ing. Living in a connected 
community is nurturing, 
inclusive and rewarding. 
Connected communities 
give their citizens a sense of  
common purpose that binds 
them together to face chal-
lenges.

• Citizens are knowledge-
able about who their elected 
officials are, what they are 
doing, and how to influence 
their decisions for the bet-
terment of  the residents of  
a community.

• Residents inspired to 
make improvements and ad-
dress failings in their com-
munities.

• Are empowered by the 
information newspapers 
provide to hold those in 
power accountable.

• Citizens have a trusted 

source of  information with 
the authority to challenge 
power; the knowledge of  the 
laws that protect a citizen’s 
right to attend meetings 
and access to the informa-
tion elected officials study 
to make their decisions; the 
financial strength to go to 
court, if  necessary, to pro-
tect the rights of  citizens; 
and the reach within a 
community to ensure that 
public officials know that 
news of  their actions will be 
widely disseminated among 
the electorate.

In towns across America, 
it is the local newspaper that 
provides these essentials 
that create an informed and 
healthy community. There 
is no substitute that replac-
es what is lost when a com-
munity newspaper disap-
pears.

In Unhealthy 
Communities

What happens in com-
munities that are not in-
formed by a common, trust-
ed source of  information a 
newspaper provides? Stud-
ies have found that:

• Fewer people vote.
• Fewer people run for of-

fice.
• Fewer people volunteer 

to serve on boards and com-
missions.

• Interest rates go up for 
bonding because the inves-
tors know that when the 
government watchdog is 
gone, there is a greater like-
lihood of  financial malfea-
sance.

• Citizens become less 
connectedto their commu-
nity.

• Citizens know less about 
the challenges their com-
munities face. Not knowing 
those challenges could lead 
to a steady decline in the 
quality of  life, resident safe-
ty and the economic vitality 
of  the community.

• People in the community 
become more self-interested 
and less community-mind-
ed, resulting in less motiva-
tion to work together as a 
community to get important 
things done.

• Communities without 
newspapers are more polar-
ized.

• Environmental laws get 
rolled back with little atten-
tion or outrage.

• Local governments can 
levy for millions of  dollars 
on construction projects 
voters do not support. If  the 
newspaper isn’t covering 
the meetings and writing 
the stories, decisions would 
be made without citizens 
given the opportunity to 
raise questions.

• Citizens lack the infor-
mation they need to make 
decisions on bonding pro-
posals, whether it is for 
their children’s education 
or the expansion of  broad-
band to rural communities.

• Public officials deceive 
citizens on their right to 
attend an open meeting, or 
their right to review public 
documents.

• Citizens don’t know who 
is running for office, or what 
theywould stand for if  elect-
ed.

• Citizens don’t know if  
their elected officials are 
serving their interests, or 
cheating them; if  they are 
diligent, or derelict in their 
duties.

• Open meeting laws and 
data practices access would 
be curtailed, hiding vital in-
formation from citizens.

• In the digital world, peo-
ple can know more about 
what ishappening in the 
world than they do about 
what is happening in their 
back yards. However, it is 
what is happening out the 
back door that has the great-
est impact on our daily lives.

Informed communities are 
healthy communities

By Shaundell Newsome

GoFundMe pages, idled 
workers and “good-bye and 
thank you” signs popping 
up on one long-standing 
storefront after anoth-
er. America’s Main Street 
businesses are on the ropes 
and many of  our moms 
and pops are facing early 
retirement. Sadly, an over-
whelming eight in 10  small 
business owners say our 
nation’s leaders don’t un-
derstand their needs, and 
favor big business anyway, 
during this time of  crisis, 
according to a new survey 
of  1,200 entrepreneurs from 
Small Business for Ameri-
ca’s Future.

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic and the protests around 
the murder of  George Floyd 
and so many other black 
Americans have exposed 
and highlighted the struc-
tural racism that exists in 
our healthcare and econom-
ic systems. For small busi-
ness owners—and for all 
of  us who rely on them for 

jobs and essential and en-
joyable services—the after-
shocks could be profound. 
Shutters and closures raise 
the specter of  Main Streets 
that more resemble the first 
years of  the Great Reces-
sion, or the aftermath of  
an extreme weather event, 
than a rebounding recovery.

Small businesses--partic-
ularly small business own-
ers of  color--are suffering 
and the Trump Adminis-
tration’s confusing, uneven 
and lackluster response has 
left many entrepreneurs 
feeling poorly understood 
and left behind. There has 
been little progress on ad-
vancing a comprehensive 
recovery plan that will 
help our nation’s primary 
job creators survive and re-
build over the long term.

This is an unacceptable 
state of  affairs. We cannot 
let our small businesses 
bear the economic brunt of  
the turmoil in our country. 
It was small businesses—
not giant corporations—
that led the country out of  

the Great Recession. They 
created nearly two-thirds 
of  new jobs following the 
recession, according to the 
Small Business Adminis-
tration. With a long-term 
recovery plan dedicated to 
helping small businesses, 
they can lead the way out of  
the COVID-19 recession, too.

But we have a lot of  work 
to do. Small business own-
ers were already feeling be-
trayed by the 2017 Trump 
tax cuts, citing windfalls for 
corporations and lip service 
for them. The feeling only 
intensified when, under the 
administration’s Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) 
implementation plan, it be-
came known that chains 
like Ruth’s Chris Steak 
House and Shake Shack had 
an easier time getting a PPP 
loan than your neighbor-
hood bistro or barber shop.

For entrepreneurs of  
color, emergency aid has 
fallen far short. A recent 
poll of  Black and Latino 
business owners from Col-
or of  Change and UnidosUS 
found just 12% of  the own-
ers who applied for aid from 
the Small Business Admin-
istration — most seeking 
a PPP loan — reported re-
ceiving what they had asked 
for and nearly half  say they 
will be permanently out of  
business by the end of  the 
year.

The result, unfortunate-
ly, is that small businesses 
have lost faith that govern-
ment leaders care about 
them. We can’t go on like 
this. Our leaders must com-
mit to helping small busi-
ness owners recover and 
rebuild over the long-term. 
To help the small business 
community in this effort, a 
coalition of  business own-
ers and leaders have come 
together to launch Small 
Business for America’s Fu-
ture.

We need a strong small 
business voice in Washing-
ton committed to ensuring 
policymakers prioritize 
Main Street by advancing 
policies that work for small 
businesses and their em-
ployees. If  we don’t em-
power our job creators, our 
economic recovery will be 
much slower and more pain-

ful.
Our survey shows the 

need for a long-term recov-
ery plan for small business-
es is undeniable:

• Nearly a quarter (23%) 
of  small business owners 
have considered closing 
their business permanent-
ly and 12% are facing the 
possibility of  having to de-
clare bankruptcy because of  
COVID-19

• 53% have new debt re-
lated to COVID-19. Of  those, 
one-third have $50,000 or 
more in new debt.

• Three in 10 small busi-
nesses will dip into their 
personal savings to finance 
reopening while 2 in 10 will 
use credit cards to do so

Small business owners 
are in this situation for do-
ing their part to prevent the 
spread of  the virus. Now, 
it’s time for policymakers 
to do their part to make 
sure small businesses can 
rebuild.

In our survey, small busi-
ness owners identified three 
primary areas of  concern 
that need to be addressed 
in the recovery: lowering 
healthcare costs, creating 
common-sense tax policies 
that put small businesses on 
a level playing field with big 
businesses, and ensuring a 
just and equitable recovery 
and economy.

The virus has not gone 
away and the road to re-
covery will be steep. Small 
business owners will have 
to struggle through lower 
sales volume and depressed 
consumer demand as peo-
ple cautiously test the wa-
ters. Only 38% of  small 
businesses expect revenue 
to increase over the next 
12 months, according to a 
CNBC survey.

We need our leaders to 
dedicate themselves to cre-
ating policies that give Main 
Street a chance to get off  the 
ropes. And we’ll be in their 
corner fighting for small 
business and America’s fu-
ture.

Shaundell Newsome is co-
chair of Small Business for 
America’s Future, and owner 
of small business Sumnu 
Marketing

Small businesses will lead the way

Quote of  the week

“If  we cannot now end our 
differences, at least we can 

help make the world safe for 
diversity.”

— John F. Kennedy

Refusing to 
wear a mask
I’m sorry Lisa, but I 

feel that I must respond to 
your letter to the editor in 
last week’s Staples World. I 
have a very different view 
regarding the wearing of  
masks.

First, I also strongly 
urge the support of  our lo-
cal businesses. I was once 
the President of  the Staples 
Chamber of  Commerce. My 
wife Carmen and I also ran 
a successful business here 
for over 40 years. Secondly, 
I at 80 years of  age would 
be considered one of  those 

“vulnerable persons” with 
regard to the virus. I have 
refused to wear a mask and 
have also refused to enter 
a business that demands 
that I wear one. I have even 
thanked some local busi-
nesses for not forcing me to 
do so. 

When I see the mass-
es masked up, the phrase 

“sheep being led to the 
slaughter” comes to mind. 
I am not at all convinced 
that the news reports re-
garding the number of  tests, 
infections and deaths give 
us an accurate picture. The 
CDC (Center For Disease 
Control) informs us that 71 

persons died from the virus 
during the week ending July 
4. Not hundreds or thou-
sands. I wonder how many 
died that same week from 
cancer, heart attack, strokes, 
drunk driving, diabetes or 
abortion. We are constantly 
told of  the number of  new 
infected cases. Obviously, 
the huge increase in testing 
will show more positive cas-
es.

I refuse to live in fear. The 
Bible says “it is appointed 
unto man once to die and 
after that the judgement.” 
I do believe that God is in 
control. Does that mean that 
I live my life with reckless 
abandon? Of  course not. I 
obey the speed limit, I wear 
my seat belt, I wear my hel-
met when motorcycling, I 
am not morbidly obese and 
I don’t smoke or drink. Do 
we care about those who are 
dealing with this virus pan-
demic? Yes we do. But I also 
care about the increasing 
loss of  freedom and govern-
mental controls.

S o  I  r e s p e c t  y o u r 
thoughts put forth in your 
letter Lisa, my thoughts are 
simply different from yours 
as listed above. But, we’re 
still friends, right?

 
Gary Schimpp
Staples, Minn

The year 2020 was sup-
posed to be the year of  
vision. We always associ-
ated 20/20 with excellent 
eyesight. Good vision is a 
metaphor for being able to 
predict the future. So how 
did 2020 turn out to be the 
worst year ever for predic-
tions?

W h e n 
t h e  c o r o -
n a v i r u s 
hit Minne-
apolis, we 
expected it 
to follow to 
the small 
t ow n s  i n 
Minnesota. 
We heard 
that it was 
g o i n g  t o 
s u r g e  i n 
this  area 
i n  M a y, 
then it was 
pushed off  
to July and 
n ow  S e p -
tember. 

Todd County had a huge 
outbreak in May, but after 
that, the disease has re-
turned to low numbers in 
this area.

Another prediction was 
that the spread of  the virus 
would be dependent on our 

behavior. While that is still 
likely true as a whole, the 
results are not evenly dis-
tributed. Some places that 
didn’t follow guidelines 
became super-spreader 
hotspots. Other places al-
lowed large gatherings but 
didn’t get the outbreaks.

This is now a long-term 
issue. Perhaps instead of  
looking for surges in the 
state and nation, we should 
be guarding against out-
breaks in specific locations. 
When an outbreak is de-
tected, the strictest guide-
lines should be followed in 
that area. Where cases are 
extremely low, we should 
follow common sense to 
prevent the large scale out-
breaks. 

What this comes down to 
is that we may not be able to 
hold school or have sports 
seasons this fall because 
there is still a surge in the 
Twin Cities and the nation, 
plus outbreaks in other loca-
tions around the state.

It will be hard to predict 
what the state will look like 
a month from now, especial-
ly this year when all of  our 
predictions have been blind-
ed by what we thought we 
knew, until 2020 turned our 
predictions upside-down.

Predictions for 
2020 falling short

- o -   
Small town  

diet 

By Mark 
Anderson

Editor
- o -   
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AUCTION
Saturday, July 18, 2020

TRANTINA CLERKING. TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK. Nothing to be removed until 
settled for. Settlement must be made by conclusion of auction. Everything sold "AS IS." You are 
responsible for your items after making a purchase. Driver's license or proper ID is required to 
register. Statements made by auctioneer at auction take precedence over any printed material. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS.

SALE TIME: 10:00 A.M.         RESTROOMS AVAILABLE      LUNCH ON GROUNDS

As we are fully retiring we will sell the following items. Located at: 
From Staples, Mn., Hwy. 210 South to Cty 7, South four miles to 460th St. (fire #46278) 

From Lincoln: Hwy. 10 to Cty 7, West 11 mi., to the site. FOLLOW SIGNS ON: 

EQUIPMENT/MORE
Truck tires, 17" Simplex jack
1" plastic hose 2 100 lb LP tanks
Plastic snow fence Car ramps
2 bundles 7' treated fence posts
Pancake air compresser, 150 psi
Approx. 25 blue plastic barrels
8'X8' fish house on retrackable trailer, 
 good shape  Lg. fishing box
Electric jackhammer
International tractor parts, will fit 
 W9(600) (650) Wheelbarrow
18.4 - 34 tractor chains
'79 Ford pickup doors Car ramps
272 Husqvarna chainsaw, 20" bar
40" sawblade w/ insert teeth
Jocky blade sharpener
Ziegler wall furnace

Clover seed Post driver
Hand ice auger Snow sled 
Battery booster charger
1979 Ford 4-spd. transmission 
 w/ transfer case
4 - Cooper 265/ R70/ 17, nice shape
Some new square metal tubing
2-3/4 ton floor jack Chain binders
2 - 50 ft. air hose, new
One single man and one 2-man 
 flip up fish houses 
Misc camping items Log chains
2 car radios, new Graden wagon
1-ton chain hoist 3000 lb. ATV winch
1 - 20 LP tank 1 - 30 LP tank
1 - 2000 Lt super winch
4 - Toyota tires, 265/70R 17, 
 good shape Truck tool box 

Bonding tools Clips & banding
Misc. hand tools
 GATES
1 - 10' gate 2 - 12' gates

ANTIQUE/ COLLECTIBLE
Old, antique iron seats Cream cans
Old license plates 4 Iron wheels
Angle, flat and misc. iron

GUNS
Model 1890 22 W.R.F. #343489, 
 pump action Owatinocun
Old German made three shot, 
 bolt action shotgun, (Nitco)
Model 77 .22 auto. rifle w/ 2-clips 
 (Winchester) .22 ammo
 Many more misc. items 

too numerous to mention

Trantina Auction Service
Col. Walter Trantina, Lic. #77-51 • Browerville, MN 56438 • 218-820-1019

www.midwestauctions.com

Pete and Barb Peterson, owners
Due to COVID-19, please practice social distancing. Wear a mask if you choose to.

•Garrett Welco Tree Farmer, 3 cyl. Detroit diesel, 
 20,000 lb. winch, runs good, clean
•Dutchman CTS 192RD double axel, 
 all the bells and whistles, step on (2013), 
 used one time, approx. 20', always shedded
•16' Lund Fury, auto blend 50 hp Mercury, steering 
 wheel console, Shoreland'r trailer, 1989, 
 bow mount trolling motor,  depth finder, flasher, 
 always been shedded,  very clean
•Sawmill, 40" blade, 2-head blocks w/ International  
 power unit, always shedded, nice and clean

•2-man Mall chainsaw
•L120 automatic John Deere 
 rider lawn mower, 48" cut, 
 20 hp, nice shape
•John Deere 116 rider lawn mower 
 48" cut, 16 hp, runs
•Honda EU 3000 generator, never used, 
 like new
•1979 Ford engine, 460 V8, complete 
•14 ft. Northwoods, new Jon Boat 
  used 3 times

w
28c

Family
Vacation 

Bible 
School
July 27-31

6-7 p.m.
Motley Free Methodist Church

33 Birch Street E, Motley | 218-352-6888

w
28-29c

2020 SUMMER JAMBOREE
Staples-Motley Community Education Presents the:

Due to COVID-19, we were unable to run our traditional Summer Rec 
programs this June, but are pleased to offer a two-week jamboree the 

last week of July and first week of August. Elementary students can 
keep up with their favorite summer sport, or try something new! Sign 

up for as many skills sessions as you’d like, space is limited!

Tennis Skills - Red Ball
Tennis Courts | Mondays
July 27 & August 3 | 6-7pm
PreK-1st Grade | $10
Softball & Baseball Skills
Baseball Fields
Tuesdays & Thursdays | 6:30-8pm
July 28, 30 & August 4, 6 
PreK-3rd grade | $15
Tennis Skills - Orange Ball
Tennis Courts | Wednesdays 
July 29 & August 5 | 7-8pm
2nd-4th Grade | $10

Volleyball Skills
South Gym - High School
Tuesday | August 4 | 6-7pm
Kindergarten-3rd Grade | $5
Cardinal Cheer Skills
Football Field
Wednesdays | 6-7pm
July 29 & August 5
PreK-5th Grade | $10 
Track & Field Skills
Track | Tuedsay
August 4 | 6-7pm
PreK-4th Grade | $5

July 27th-30th & August 3rd-6th

REGISTER ONLINE @ bit.ly/20SummerRec OR CALL LORI
ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST HAVE A COVID-19 WAIVER ON FILE WITH COMMUNITY ED

ADULT OFFERINGS
Paint & Sip @ Holst Acres  
Tuesday | August 11 | 6-8pm
Ages 21 & up | $35 | BYOB
Grab your friends, a drink & join 
art teacher Jill Schneider to have 
some fun while social distancing! 
Jill will guide you through a floral-
still life painting.

Lori Nienow, Community Education 
Administrative Assistant 894-5400 x3120

Loren Walz, Community Education 
Coordinator 894-5400 x3002

Census help
If you haven’t filled out your census form, 
come to Staples City Hall Monday to Friday

July 20-24, 2-5 p.m.
It only takes 10 minutes

Located at 122 6th Street NE
From the Staples Complete Count Committee

Staples-Motley gradu-
ates Macy Judd and Jaydon 
Friedel will be appearin in 
two outdoor productions of  
Brainerd Community The-
atre (BCT), at Central Lakes 
College in Brainerd.

Two bouncy, up-beat mu-
sicals featuring popular 
songs will be performed 
outdoors when BCT pres-
ents ‘Sh-Boom, Life Could 
be a Dream’ and ‘The Mar-
velous Wonderettes.’ The 
shows will be held the week 
of  July 20 (‘Sh-Boom’) and 
August 3 (Marvelous Won-
derettes’), beginning at 6:30 
p.m.

BCT Producer Patrick 
Spradlin and his team 
(George Marsolek, Lucy Pe-
terson, and Curtis Jendro) 
saw the closing of  indoor 
theatres due to COVID-19 as 
an opportunity. “We agreed 
that to not do anything at all 
was not an acceptable alter-
native,” said Spradlin. “So 
we started imagining the-
atre in different formats.”

One format was a totally 
streamed performance held 

the week of  June 16. Mov-
ing theatre outdoors was 
another idea, which has led 
to the production of  these 
two musicals.

“We will be taking all 
sorts of  safety precau-
tions for the performance,” 
Spradlin noted. “The first 
row of  seating is 15 feet 
from the stage; audience 
size is limited to the State’s 
guideline of  250 and seating 
areas with appropriate dis-
tancing will be marked. We 
encourage audience to wear 
masks, and we will have 
hand sanitizing stations 
available. All of  our staff  
will be masked and gloved. 
Outdoor activity has been 
shown to be far less danger-
ous, especially with these 
precautions in place.”

The two shows are, ac-
cording to Spradlin, perfect 
for this time. “They are 
both upbeat, shows with 
fun characters and songs 
that the vast majority of  
our audience will know. 
There may be sing-along 
happening. Right now, we 

all needs some kind of  re-
turn to normalcy, along 
with fun, uplifting enter-
tainment. These shows fit 
the bill.”

Sh-Boom
‘Sh-Boom—Life Could 

Be a Dream’ follows the 
journey of  Denny and the 
Dreamers, a fledgling doo-
wop group, as they vie to 
win a local radio contest. 
The trio has some talent 
but they need a certain 
something to really sell the 
group. Duke Henderson 
walks in from a potential 
sponsorship with Big Stuff  
Auto and quickly becomes 
the leading heartthrob of  
the group. But life needs a 
little drama. Enter Lois, the 
daughter of  the owner of  
Big Stuff  Auto. Each man 
has an immediate attrac-
tion to Lois but Duke seems 
to have caught her eye. 

‘Sh-Boom’ is directed by 
Travis Chaput. The cast 
includes Jaydon Friedel 
as Denny, Oliver Knudson 
as Eugene, Noah Barnhart 
as Wally, Jacob Hanson as 

Duke, Lydia Halbach as 
Lois and Sharon Hartley as 
Mrs. Varney.

Wonderettes
‘The Marvelous Won-

derettes’ is a cute, campy 
show about four glee club 
girls we first meet at their 
senior prom and then 10 
years later at their high 
school reunion.  The girls 
get the honor of  perform-
ing for their student body 
as the prom entertainment 
after the boys’ glee club 
leader gets caught smoking.  
The show features some of  
the most well-known “girl 
group” songs of  the 50’s-60’s 
and a storyline that is both 
funny and charming.

‘Wonderettes’ is directed 
by Amy Borash. The cast 
includes Rachael Kline as 
Cindy Lou, Nicole Roth-
leutner as Betty Jean, Macy 
Judd as Missy and Emi-
ly-Rose Severson as Suzy. 

Judd, Friedel in outdoor theatre

Front, left to right; Lydia Halbach, Nicole Roth-
leutner and Rachael Kline. Back, Jaydon Friedel, Noah 
Barnhart, Sharon L. Hartley, Emily-Rose Severson, Macy 

Judd, Jacob Hanson and Oliver Knudson. Not pictured, 
Brianna Lynne Engels. (Submitted photo)

Sh-Boom and Wonderettes cast

July 15
StapleS all VeteranS and 

Communit y park aSSoCia-
tion Board mtg Wednesday, 
July 15, 5:30 p.m., Timbers 
Restaurant and Event Cen-
ter, Staples. Public invit-
ed to attend and asked to 
bring a mask to wear.

Mark Your 
Calendar

Todd County Health & 
Human Services

Immunizations are one 
of  the most important ways 
to protect individuals from 
serious diseases. During 
this COVID-19 pandemic 
it is even more important 
that children and adults re-
ceive their routine vaccines 
to help prevent future out-
breaks of  preventable dis-
eases.

We know that COVID-19 
has caused some concerns 
for parents and guardians 
who may not want to visit 
a clinic or hospital at this 
time. Know that all clin-
ics and hospitals are tak-
ing the necessary safety 
measures so that you and 
your children will be safe 
when at their facility. Todd 
County Health and Human 
Services is also offering by 
appointment only vaccine 

visits for those who meet el-
igibility requirements.

For more information 
on eligibility requirements 
or free or low-cost immuni-
zations, call Todd County 
Health & Human Services 
at 320-732-4542.  There is 
a cost. Minnesota Health 
Care plans are accepted 
(card must be provided at 
time of  clinic). No one will 
be refused services due to 
inability to pay.

Upcoming immuniza-
tion clinic at Todd County 
HHS are:

Monday July 27, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Tuesday Aug. 4, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Monday Aug. 24, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Tuesday Sept. 1, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Monday Sept. 28 , 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.

Immunization clinics 
set for Todd County

The Todd County Histor-
ical Society Board and Cu-
rator met on June 24, 2020 
to decide how to proceed 
with re-opening the muse-
um.  It was decided to open 
in July, 11:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m., 
for research only. 

It will be open in August 
on Wednesdays 11:30 a.m.-
4:00 p.m. for research and 
tours of  the museum.  

It  will be by appoint-
ment only because of  re-
quirements for the number 
of  people allowed in the  
museum at one time. Masks 
will be required, and are 
available to  purchase at the 

museum, hand sanitizer is 
available and a per person 
COVID-19 clean-up charge 
as well.

The Todd County Muse-
um is located in downtown 
Long Prairie at 333 Central 

Ave. The building is locat-
ed on the site of  the former 
Winnebago Indian Agency 
in Long Prairie. For more 
info on the opening you may 
call; 320-732-4426, leave your 
name and phone number.

Todd County Museum open for 
research now, tours in August

Staples Host Lions donate
The Staples Host Lions recently donated $500 to 

the Todd County Sheriff’s K-9 unit. Funds will be used 
for training. From left, Staples Lions President Mike Gold 
making the presentation to Todd County Sheriff Steve 
Och. (Staples World photo by Janice Winter)

Subscribe
Staples World 

newspaper 
subscription
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Nowhere to run
When all you believe in
And thought to be true

Is trashed, torn, 
and taken away from you.

When what you thought could 
happen only in nightmares

Is all that’s in view.
When the world in which you 

strive to return exists no more.
Why not embrace the darkness?

For I can see this future 
and there is no light there.

Not anymore.
Could death be the only 
true road to happiness?
Is there nowhere to run?

When all you have left
is to wonder,

Is living just existing
or is just existing living?
Is there nowhere to run?

Where you rest, 
may there always be light.
 Love & miss you, Mom.

Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
 Associate Pastor Zach Jones
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:00 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles 
 Discipleship Classes .......................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Prayer .............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Wednesday times are for Sept. - May
 Sonlight (Kids Program).... 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ...................... 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Website: www.stapleschurchofchrist.org
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .....6:30 p.m.

First Congregational Church, 
UCC
fi rstcongouccstaples@gmail.com
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m. 
Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ........................10:45 am.
 Sabbath School .............................9:30 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
 Sunday School ..............................9:15 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
Pastor Carl Larson
Associate Pastor: Carleton Smee
www.bethanylutherancushing.org
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:45 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ..........................9:30 a.m.
 Pancake Breakfast ......................11:45 a.m.
 2nd Sunday, each month

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th Street, Cushing, MN 56443
Phone: 218- 575-2449
www.lincolnefree.org
Facebook Lincoln E Free
Offi ce Hours: Tues. - Thurs., 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Don Reigstad
Community Life Pastor: Jim Brown
Associate Pastor/Youth Joe Reigstad
SUNDAY
 Church Worship Gathering..........10:00 a.m.
Facebook Live .................................10:00 a.m.
YouTube Channel ...........................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................6:30 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
 Sunday Worship 
 January - July  ................................... 9 a.m.
 July - January .................................. 11 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Sandy Knight, Synodically Authorized Minister 
 of Word and Sacrament
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 .. Open by arrangement

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Jim Johnson, Senior Pastor
Charles Mallory, Associate Pastor
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
 facebook live ...................................... 9 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Youth Group ........................ 6:00-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Gabriel Walz
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.net
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
Pastor Mathew Sundquist
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson  
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.
 (serving coffee and donuts)
 

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Prayer ...........................................7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist Church
Hwy. 210, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Kenneth Uhren
 Sunday Services ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.
Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale 218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 SUNDAY
 Discipleship Classes .......................9:00 a.m.
 Prayer ...........................................9:20 a.m.
 Coffee / Fellowship .......................9:30 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:00 a.m.
 Celebrate Recovery .........................6-8 p.m.
 WEDNESDAY
  6:00 p.m....Meal .............. 6:30 p.m ...Groups
Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.
Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager, 218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN
218-894-3794

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful 

and quiet life, godly and dignifi ed in every way.   --1 Timothy 2:1-2 ESV

“Pray for Healing”
Pastor Robin Collins, Trinity Lutheran Church, Staples

Since Easter I’ve a done a noon time live-stream 
message and prayer on Facebook fi ve days per 
week. Most of the ideas I share now come from my 
July 4 noon prayer.

Our nation is in turmoil. It’s a mess in fact. Pan-
demic - to mask or not to mask? Shelter at home 
or get together and PARTY? Protests over police 
brutality, riots, arson, and looting. Not to mention 
the senseless murders of innocent children in ran-
dom shootings in several cities. Finger pointing, the 
blame game - social media inciting more and more 
of the same from ALL SIDES.

There is a better way to address our nation’s 
problems. PRAYER.

In the verse above St. Paul urges us to pray for 
all people, especially those in authority. It makes 

no difference if you like them, or agree with them 
or not. In fact, Jesus said “pray for your enemies. 
Bless them.”

As to the content of your prayer, I would suggest 
softer voices and ears that listen starting with your-
self; for patience and compassion towards those 
with whom you may disagree; and that you might 
see people, all people, the way God does, the way 
HE SEES YOU AND ME - a sinner, who is broken, 
in need of forgiveness, for whom HE WAS WILL-
ING TO DIE.

For ultimately healing can be found only in God 
and in the forgiveness of sin which He gives to us 
in Christ, and that He would have us share with one 
another.

To God be the glory. Amen.
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To update your church information or to advertise on the Church Directory, call 218-894-1112 for Jan
or email: jwinter@staplesworld.com. As usual continue to email your pastoral message to: jwinter@staplesworld.com

The Church Directory is supported by the advertisers listed above and the Ministerial Association.

Check with your church to be up-to-date on service options. 
Many o� er remote services. 

BirtHS reported at lake-
Wood HealtH SyStem HoSpital 
in StapleS inCluded:

Born to Mercedes and 
Gregory Fagereng of  Baxter, 
a baby boy, Grayson LeMay 
weighing seven pounds, six 
ounces on July 6, 2020.

Born to Molly and Luke 
Mertens of  Staples, a baby 
girl, Audrey Annette weigh-
ing seven pounds, 13 ounces 
on July 6, 2020.

Born to Brooke Mogensen 
and William Buchanan of  
Brainerd, a baby girl, Kyzlee 
Aida weighing eight pounds, 
six ounces on July 7, 2020.

Born to Karen Kehn and 
Christopher Banaka of  Sta-
ples, a baby girl, Astrid Ruth 
weighing nine pounds, three 
ounces on July 7, 2020.

*  *  *  *  *
Born to LaTeesha Rieck 

of  Staples a baby girl, Mae-
lynn Kay Rieck on July 4, 
2020.

Hello World

A service for Dick Rob-
erts’ will be held at 5 p.m., 
Friday, July 17 at the Taylor 
Funeral Home in Staples. 
Visitation will be held 
one hour prior to the ser-
vice. Celebration of  Life to 
follow, from 6 to 8 p.m., at 
Lefty’s Bar, Staples. Join us, 
have some food and share 
stories.
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Richard 
Roberts

Michael “Mike” Edward 
Whistler, 54, of  Brainerd 
died unexpectedly July 2, 
2020 at his home in Brain-
erd.  

A gathering of  family and 
friends will be held from 1 
to 3 p.m. on Friday, July 17, 
2020 at the Brenny Family 
Funeral Chapel, Baxter.

Mike was born April 21, 
1966 in St. Paul to Vernon 
and Edna (Jackson) Whis-
tler. He graduated from 
Oakdale High School and 
continued his education 
at Central Lakes College 
obtaining two associates 
degrees in computer sci-
ence. Mike was currently 
employed at CTC as a pur-
chaser; he enjoyed the chal-
lenges of  his job and fi nding 
ways to improve business.  
Mike was a music aficio-
nado, electronics enthusi-
ast and had a curiosity for 
astronomy that was out of  
this world. He taught his 
family to laugh, care for one 
another and stop and listen 
to the music. Michael was 
caring, kind-hearted and a 
brilliant smart aleck. Above 

all else he loved his family 
and friends beyond words; 
he will be dearly missed by 
all who knew him.

Mike is survived by four 
siblings, two brothers, Jim 
and Bob, both of  Brain-
erd and two sisters, Patty 
(Bob) Taylor of  Wichita, KS 
and Cheryl of  Staples and 
many nieces, nephews  and 
friends.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; two dogs, 
Chika and Chaz; and many 
aunts, uncles and distant 
relatives.
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Michael Whistler

Jeannine Wagner, 90, a 
resident of  Harmony House 
in Motley, passed away July 
7, 2020.

A drive through visita-
tion was held July 14 at the 
Iten Funeral Home in Brow-
erville.  A private memorial 
service was held for the 
immediate family.

Burial will be at the Min-
nesota State Veterans Ceme-
tery in Little Falls.

Jeannine was born Octo-
ber 28, 1929 in Browerville 
to Joe and Emma Johnson. 
She attended Fawn Lake 
Country School where she 
learned beautiful penman-
ship and became a great 
speller. Jeannine was proud 
of  having won a spelling 
bee. She was united in mar-
riage to Edward Wagner 
on July 8, 1949 in Webster, 
South Dakota.  Jeannine 
was known for her sense of  
humor, laughter and ability 
to tease others. She will be 
missed for her visits and get 
togethers with nieces, neph-
ews, friends and neighbors. 
Jeannine enjoyed word 
searches and gardening. 
She will be remembered 

as the best cook ever, espe-
cially for her home canned 
pickles.

Jeannine is survived by 
three sons, Dale (Tonia), 
M i ch a e l  ( Te re s a )  a n d 
Randy; one sister, Delores 
Lacina; eight grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; husband 
and fi ve siblings.

Memorials are preferred 
to the Harmony House in 
Motley.

Arrangements were with 
the Iten Funeral Home in 
Browerville.
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Jeannine Wagner

Karen Ann Marie Lenk, 
55, of  Watkins and Willis-
ton, North Dakota, passed 
away doing what she loved, 
riding her motorcycle. 

Mass of  Christian burial 
was held July 11, at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Staples.

Interment was at Ever-
green Hill Cemetery in Sta-
ples.

Karen and her twin 
sister, Kathy were born 
in Minneapolis on July 26, 
1964 to Edward and Lynn 
(Kelly) Lenk. 

Karen loved spending 
time with her family, espe-
cially her grandbabies. She 
enjoyed baking, sewing and 
tending to her fl owers. She 
also enjoyed endless hours 
on the jobsite with Bud.

Left  to  cherish her 
memory are her other-half, 
Bud Peterson of  Watkins 
and Williston; two daugh-
ters, Vicki (Rob) Johnson of  
Villard and Colleen (Kacey) 
Betts of  Asotin, WA; three 
sons, Buddy (Kate) Peter-
son, Jesse (Sam) Peterson 

and Jamie (Katie) Peter-
son, all of  Litchfield; 18 
grandchildren; father, Ed 
Lenk of  Staples; four sib-
lings, Michelle Ludovissie 
of  Chaska, Gidget (Kevin) 
Rustad of  Pengilly, John 
(Jackie) of  Princeton and 
Scott (Robin) of  Staples; 
many nieces and nephews. 

Karen is preceded in 
death by her mother and 
twin sister, Kathy Nelson.

Arrangements were by 
the  Taylor Funeral Home, 
Staples.
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Karen Lenk

ObituariesStudent Achievements

minneSota State Community 
and teCHniCal College,  with 
campuses in Detroit Lakes, 
Fergus Falls, Moorhead and 
Wadena, has announced 
its Spring 2020 Gradu-
ates.  Local students listed 
include:

o Ashley Hull, Staples, 
Nursing

o Olivia Leslie, Staples, 
Liberal Arts and Sciences

o Amber O’Keefe, Sta-
ples, Nursing

o William Schroers, Sta-
ples, Electrical Line Worker 
Technology

o Brittany Swanson, Sta-
ples, Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences

o Brittany Swanson, Sta-
ples, Psychology Transfer 
Pathway.

Needing/Wanting a 
 Granite Memorial

 FOR YOUR FAMILY?
I can help!
Diane M. 
Hahn

26 years serving 
our area! 

Call 218-445-5685
or 218-640-2341

Rep. for Fergus Falls Monument Co.
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DEADLINES
for all classified ads is 

12 noon Friday
to be published in 

the Staples World. 

For publication in Saturday’s 

Staples Square Shooter 

the deadline is

5 p.m. Wed.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/12/2020 Central

FROM
$1,649*

$1,399*

TM

1-877-375-2291
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/20. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Go back in time for a 10-day trip through ancient Greece. Start with 
3 days in Athens, where you will visit the Parthenon, the Acropolis 
and Acropolis Museum, and more, after meeting your fellow 
travelers at a welcome dinner. Then it’s on to 2 of the most popular 
Greek islands—Mykonos, famous for its windmills, whitewashed 
buildings and domed churches; and Santorini, named by numerous 
publications as the world’s top island. Return to Athens by ferry for 
your final night in Greece.

10 days, departs April - September 2021

GREECE & HER ISLANDS
Athens • Mykonos • Santorini SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

855-984-8982 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - July 12, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  
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All your 
outdoor needsStaples Live 

Bait Sporting Goods
Lawn & Garden
Rental Center

The Staples-Motley 
Babe Ruth 18U league 
star ted their shor tened 
season July 8, with a game 
against Pillager. Pictured at 
left, Sam Sauber; above, 
Nate Nyhus; right, Josh 
Kossan; below left, Cole 
Winkels; below right, Pay-
ton Bjerga. (Staples World 
photos by Mark Anderson)

Baseball season started

Lefty’s Softball Tournament was held at Dower Lake 
in Staples July 11 and 12. (Staples World photos by Mark 
Anderson)

Heavy hitters in tournament

Scientists tell us that 
when we look at a bird, 
we’re seeing a descendant 
of  the dinosaurs, a branch 
of  that evolutionary tree 
that survived the asteroid or 
meteor impact with Earth 
65 million years ago that 
doomed the rest.

The resemblance seems 
most evident when we see a 
songbird without the feath-
ers that keep it warm and 
give it beauty, and—most 
important—allow it to fly. 
Before a nestling is fledged 
it is almost 
grotesque 
i n  i t s 
n a k e d , 
h e l p l e s s 
s t a t e . 
Bare, rub-
bery skin, 
o u t s i z e d 
g o b l i n 
eyes, and 
a yawning 
beak give it 
a look that 
is almost 
reptilian. 

W e 
rarely see 
a young bird in this state, 
except when some mishap 
finds it prematurely out 
of  its nest. It could happen 
when a predator raids a 
nest. If  there are red squir-
rels in the neighborhood, 
they—the most omnivorous 
of  our squirrels—might get 
the blame, deserved or not. 
Cowbirds are parasites that 
lay their eggs in other birds’ 
nests, rather than raising 
their own. Their young 
hatch before and grow faster 
than the offspring of  the 
host, and—in competing for 
food—are said to sometimes 
push out the host’s own 
young. Unfledged nestlings 
rarely survive, and are even 
more likely than the rest of  
the 70 percent of  songbirds 
that do not live through 
their first year.

There are less devilish 
but equally consequential 
causes of  nestling ejections, 
like the recent high winds 
that were so unusual in their 
persistence and ferocity. 

Tree boughs bearing nests 
can be whipped by the wind 
enough for a young bird to 
fall out. A week ago, while 
picking up my granddaugh-
ter’s yard toys, my eyes were 
drawn to a dark object in 
the grass under the 50-foot 
spruce that towers over our 
yard. What I thought might 
be a toad proved instead to 
be an unfledged songbird. 
Its size suggested a robin or 
a blue jay, but the absence of  
feathers made identification 
uncertain.

The nestling was alive, 
with no visible injuries. 
Young birds can survive 
falls from a considerable 
height, although—lacking 
feathering to provide wind 
resistance—an unfledged 
bird would land with more 
impact. There was no nest 
in any of  the spruce’s lowest 
branches, and—even if  I 
had entertained the thought 
of  putting it back—there 
was no way to reach the 
interlaced branches so far 
above where the nest might 
logically be. 

As I watched the young 
bird I could see the faint 
vibrations of  breathing. At 
the same time, I had little 
doubt that it was unlikely 
to survive. Even if  its par-
ents came to it there in the 
grass, it was so far from 
being fledged that it seemed 
impossible that it could be 
nursed there long enough to 
actually attain flight. 

The all-too-human idea of  
“putting it out of  its misery” 
crossed my mind. I even got 
the garden scoop with which 
I pick up after our dog, and 
considered scooping it into 
the trash. Yet it was alive, 
even if  only barely. I also 
considered “Nature’s way,” 
which—even in the arti-
ficial environment of  the 
backyard—would be to let 
some predator or scavenger 
decide the issue if  the bird’s 
parents didn’t. 

I moved it to a place in 
some taller grass where 
my granddaughter would 
be unlikely to encounter 
it, a place where a parent 

bird could find it if  such an 
effort was made, and where 
a member of  Nature’s 
clean-up crew might also 
find it, if  it should come to 
that. 

Later that day, with those 
fierce winds continuing to 
blow, my visiting son men-
tioned that there was a 
baby bird out on the lawn. 
I wondered if  the bird I 
had relocated had managed 
somehow to flop or crawl its 
way to where my son had 
found it. 

Not so.  Bird #1 was 
where I had placed it. This 
one differed in one notable 
way. The tips of  tiny tubu-
lar feather sheaths could 
be seen where real feathers 
would soon emerge. They 
had a blue cast to them, 
which I took as an indica-
tion that this was—that 
both of  them were—blue jay 
nestlings. Perhaps this one 
was more developed because 
it had been born before 
the other. Or maybe it was 
better positioned in the nest 
to intercept the meals that 
a parent had been bringing, 
and had grown faster.

Though I was now more 
certain of  the nestlings’ 
identity, I was no more able 
to help this one than its nest 
mate, so I carefully scooped 
it up and set it beside the 
other. If  there was anything 
that a parent’s intervention 
could do for their predica-
ment, doing this would offer 
the best opportunity.

The attempt wasn’t long 
in coming. As dusk was 
overtaking the evening 
and we sat watching a set-
ting sun tint the eastern 
shoreline with the richest 
color of  the day, a blue jay 
dropped down from the tree 
and landed where I had 
placed the pair of  nestlings. 
Having the benefit of  eleva-
tion on the deck, I could see 
a tiny head stretch upward, 
and the adult bend toward it. 
I could only presume it was 
to place a morsel of  food in 
its eager mouth. 

I did not see the feeding 
act repeated, but soon after 

that I watched an adult blue 
jay dive bomb a gray squir-
rel that was clinging to the 
trunk of  the tall spruce. The 
squirrel beat a hasty retreat 
across the lawn with the 
blue jay in hot pursuit. 

As darkness fell, I pon-
dered what the night might 
bring for those two nestling 
jays hidden in the grass, 
far from the safety of  the 
nest high above them. The 
cast of  night creatures 
would include several that 
could make a meal of  them, 
including silent-winged 
owls, a raccoon, a skunk, or 
a fox. Blue jays are them-
selves opportunistic feeders. 
And while seeds, berries, 
nuts, and insects are their 
primary food, they’ve been 
known to raid a nest and 
eat the eggs—even the nest-
lings—of  smaller birds. 
Such are the ironies of  
Nature. 

Perhaps it was overly 
sentimental to ponder the 
fate of  these two infant blue 
jays, knowing as I did that 
their chances of  survival 
were slim and none; and, as 
a friend says in long-shot 
situations, “Slim just left 
town.”

Next morning, out on 
the deck for the first coffee 
of  the day before starting 
work, I walked to where I 
had left the pair of  nestlings. 
Neither was anywhere to 
be found. The most obvi-
ous conclusion was that a 
predator or scavenger had 
found them. Perhaps I had 
not done them any favor 
by saving them for such a 
fate. But neither had I inter-
vened in the natural order 
of  things; instead allowing 
another creature to profit 
from their demise. 

Songbird babies offer survival lesson

- o - 
Inside the 
Outdoors

Mike Rahn
- o - 
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or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
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HEARTLAND MARKET
Display ads: $12.00 (per col. inch)

Classified Reader $9.30 first 25 words; 
additional 35¢ each word (one week)

Auction Directory = 
$3 per line; $15 minimum.

Inserts = $65 per thousand 
* Color rates available.

Heartland Market deadline: 5 p.m. Wednesday.
Reaching over 20,585 homes; 

DISTRIBUTED in these paid NEWSPAPERS: Staples World; 
Barnesville Record-Review; Battle Lake Review;

Clay County Union of Ulen; Northwoods Press, Nevis;
Eagle Bend/ Bertha/ Clarissa Independent News Herald; 

Hawley Herald; Henning Citizens Advocate;
Long Prairie Leader; Parkers Prairie Independent; 

Sebeka/Menahga Review Messenger; Verndale Sun.

Please mail completed form and check payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $9.85 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $25.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 25¢ = _______
 Add $5 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed 
_______ 
“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with no mini-
mum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors brought 

to our attention after the second publication. 
We are not responsible for errors due to 

illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone _________________

Address  ________________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip ____________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $800/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat in the weekend
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Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DeaDline:  5 p.m. Monday

 $985
/wk.

Your ad will appear Wednesday in the

and Saturday in the  

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Mailing address for checks:
Staples World
P.O. Box 100
Staples, MN  56479

EEO/AA

MOTLEY, MN.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley
Tenant must be income 

eligible, 62 years or 
older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, 

sewer, electric 
provided.

Call Rosie Talberg, Manager at:
320-468-2303

NOW
TAKING

APPLICATIONS
1-866-480-0031 or 320-468-0016320-468-2303

FRONTIER
TOWNHOMES

FOR RENTAL INFO CALL 
218-296-5031

Under new ownership

We are accepting 
applications for 2 and 3 
bedroom townhomes in 
Staples, a community 

you can get attached to. 
Rent based on income. 

Now professionally 
managed by

Income guidelines apply.

                                     Week of July 12, 2020             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 230+ 

newspapers for only 
$279 per week! 

Call 800-279-2979

WANTED TO BUYEMPLOYMENT

HEALTH
MISCELLANEOUS

ECFE PARENT EDUCATOR 
New London-Spicer Schools. 
MAL Parent Education licensure 
required. For more information see 
w w w. n l s . k 1 2 . m n . u s / e m p l o y m e n t 

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE 
were diagnosed with Ovarian Cancer or 
Mesothelioma after use of talcum products 
such as baby powder or shower to show-
er, you may be entitled to compensation. 
Contact Charles H. Johnson 800/535-5727

WANTED 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not, no title okay! Get 
cash and make some room! Always 
paying more! Call Mike at 320/420-7675

ENJOY 100% 
PERFECTLY TENDER

and guaranteed! 20 main courses plus 
get 4 free burgers. Order the Butcher’s 
Bundle - only $69.99. Call 844/331-1614
mention code: 61086TVG or visit 
www.omahas teaks .com/dinner397 

DIRECTV SWITCH & SAVE!
$39.99/month. Select all-included pack-
age. 155 channels. 1000s of shows/mov-
ies on demand. Free Genie HD DVR 
upgrade. Premium movie channels, 
FREE for 3 months! Call 877/350-0094

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

MOBILEHELP 
America’s premier mobile medical 
alert system. Whether you’re home 
or away. For safety and peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free
brochure! Call today! 855/610-5151

AT&T WIRELESS 
Two great new offers! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 11 or Next Genera-
tion Samsung Galaxy S10e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One offer. 
While supplies last! Call 855/332-0464

DISH NETWORK $59.99 
For 190 channels! Add high speed 
internet for only $19.95/month. Call 
today for $100 gift card! Best value 
& technology. Free installation. Call 
855/562-4309 (some restrictions apply)

 SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

205
Help Wanted

HELP WANTED: Hard 
work, great pay, farm back-
ground helpful. Apply in 
person. Bjerga Feed, Mot-
ley. 29tfc

POTATO HARVEST: 
JCP Farms is immediate-
ly accepting applications 
for work starting about Au-
gust 1 until approx. the fi rst 
week of  October. Women, 
men, and students welcome 
to apply. All types of  work 
available. Air conditioned 
facilities. Apply in person at 
JCP FARMS: John Petron,  
25461 County 5, Long Prai-
rie, MN 56347 from 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.  320-732-3789. 29-34c

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day ser-
vice, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 26tfc

FOR SALE
             301 

Good Things 
To Eat

 FOR SALE
308

Musical
HAMMOND X-77  or-

gan w/Leslie tone cabinet. 
Beautiful sound, good con-
dition. $800. You load. Ste-
ven, 218-371-0910.   29x

WANTED TO 
BUY
501

Miscellaneous
FREE DROP OFF: Mi-

crowaves, Air Conditioners, 
Water Heaters, Gas Grills, 
Propane Tanks, Furnaces, 
Lawn Mowers, Refriger-
ators, Freezers, Washers, 
Dryers, Misc. Iron and 
Scrap.  Christmas Tree 
Lights. WE BUY BATTER-
IES. NO: TV's, Electronics, 
Mattresses, Tires, House-
hold trash. Call for infor-
mation: 218-639-0150. Card 
Auto, 27593 Todd Line Rd, 
Staples. 25tfc

JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. 
218-639-5509.    28-29c

REAL ESTATE
602

Apartments 
for Rent

STAPLES: Downtown, 1 
- 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled, NO pets, non smoking, 
218-894-3108. 6tfc

COZY  2 bdrm., quiet 
building, great location, 
welcome: 218-296-3807. 29tfc

Central Todd County
Care Center 

Certified Nursing Assistants 
We are searching for someone who is looking for a rewarding job
in the Nursing field. Evening and Night shifts now available for 
CNAs. Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in 

working with Long Term Care residents, families, and visitors.
CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Amanda Rickbeil, arickbeil@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12 

Pick up an application in the Business Office, 
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

or after hours at the Nurse’s Station. 
Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

cl11tfc

SWAN VALLEY LU-
THERAN CHURCH 
RUMMAGE and QUILT 
SALE: Thurs., July 23 

- Fri., July 24, 8 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sat., July 25, 8 
a.m.-3 p.m. Swan Val-
ley Lutheran Church, 13 
mi. N. of  Motley on Hwy. 
64, Leader (7548 State 64 
SW) Proceeds go towards 
church building mainte-
nance.                   w29-30p

M U L T I - FA M I LY 
GARAGE SALE: Misc. 
household, home décor, 
fabric, books, pitcher 
collection, antiques, nice 
men’s size lg. clothing/ 
misc.  clothing.  New 
items added each day. 
Thurs., July 16 - Fri., 
July 17, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Sat., July 18, 8 a.m.-
noon. 280 Morrison St. 
E., Motley.                     29p

GaraGe 
SaleS

701

Now Hiring
Zenergy, LLC is an underground utility company that installs 

fiber optic lines to homes for area phone companies. 
We are seeking qualified candidates to be part of our team 

in the Emily/Crosslake and the Sebeka/Staples areas.
We are currently hiring for HDD operators/ locators, Crew 

Leaders (must have verifiable drop crew and plow experience), 
and Laborers. Pay is based on experience. Class A CDL 

license pay increase, all work is within 75 miles of the areas 
listed. No overnight travel is required. Average work will be 

40-55 hrs. (overtime after 40). Seasonal work. 
Must have current/clean driver’s license and be able to pass 

a background check and drug screening upon hiring. 
To apply, go to zenergyguide.com. Scroll to bottom of 

page and click on careers. Fill out the online application 
and submit. Or call (218) 837-1175.

-EOE- cl29-31c

Homecrest Outdoor Living, LLC, 
a leading manufacturer of outdoor 
furniture in Wadena, Minnesota, 

is looking for new team members. 
Minimum starting wage $13.50 (depending 
on position) and productivity incentive pay 
program. Hours 6 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday. Must be willing to work 

required overtime, including some Saturdays. 
Pick up application at:

Homecrest Outdoor Living, 
1250 Homecrest Ave., Wadena, MN, 

call 218-631-5383 to have an application 
emailed or mailed to you, or email resume 

to: ealberg@homecrest.com.
EOE

cl29-30c

POTATO HARVEST 
HELP WANTED
JCP Farms is accepting 

applications immediately for 
work starting about August 1 
until approx. the first week of 
October. Women, men, and 

students encouraged to apply. 
All types of work available. 
Air conditioned facilities.

Apply in person At:
JCP Farms ~ John Petron

25461 County Rd. 5
Long Prairie, MN 56347

from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
320-732-3789cl29-34c

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the
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Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

U-PICK
BLUEBERRIES

$3/pound
•Available Now•

Call Tammy 218-296-2795
Central Lakes College,

Ag & Energy Center
Staplescl29-30c

Looking for a
good deal?

Check out the 
Staples
World

Classifieds

Subscribe
Staples World 

newspaper 
subscription

 rates, one year:

Local: $41
(Todd, Wadena, 
Morrison, Cass 

counties)

Minnesota: 
$46.

Out-of-State: 
$51.

Foreign: 
$61.

Student 
Rate: $31 
per school 

year, in-state 
(Sept.-April)

On-Line: $37
Print with 

on-line: $65

P.O. Box 100
224 4th St. NE

Staples, MN  56479
218-894-1112

www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE
12 noon Fridays

 for all newspaper advertising, 
copy, photos and legals.

Staples World office hours
Mon. - Thurs., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m.-12 noon

224 4th St. NE, Staples
LOCAL subscription rate: $41 per year Todd, 

Wadena, Morrison and Cass counties. 

PERMIT 
TO CARRY CLASS
New: $75 Renewal $55

Call 218-371-2151
Ed Joseclc

CARPENTERS: Nor-
Son Custom Builders, a 
residential builder special-
izing in custom home con-
struction with offices in 
Baxter and Wayzata, MN 
is seeking full-time field 
positions for all residential 
projects at our Baxter, MN 
location. Nor-Son offers 
competitive pay and ben-
efits including health and 
dental, paid vacation, paid 
holidays, safety reward pro-
gram, professional develop-
ment, 401(k) matching, and 
much more! TO APPLY: Fill 
out the on-line application 
at https://www.nor-son.
com/join-our-team/ or mail 
your application or resume 
to Human Resources, Nor-
Son, Inc., 7900 Hastings 
Road, Baxter, MN 56425.  
Call 800-858-1722 for sup-
port. Nor-Son is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.            
                                       28-30c 

Carpenters
Nor-Son Custom Builders, a residential builder specializing in custom 
home construction with offices in Baxter and Wayzata, MN 
is seeking full-time field positions for all residential projects at our 
Baxter, MN location.  
Nor-Son offers competitive pay and benefits including health and 
dental, paid vacation, paid holidays, safety reward program, 
professional development, 401(k) matching, and much more!

TO APPLY: Fill out the on-line application at https://www.nor-son.com/
join-our-team/ or mail your application or resume to Human Resources, 
Nor-Son, Inc., 7900 Hastings Road, Baxter, MN  56425.
Call 800-858-1722 for support.

Nor-Son is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

2 col.X2.25”
classif help wanted 
display ad, 
3 weeks = $193.73

Logo in color 
would add $150 
per week.

The Staples World 
is a weekly news-
paper published on 
Wednesday of each 
week. Deadline is 
Friday by noon for 
the following week.

3 week classified 
word ad = $44.50
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CONSTRUCTION
P RO F E S S I O NA L
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*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
25

tfc

PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c

cl
32

tfc

Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
39
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

    or 218-820-1883 (cell)

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

SW
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0 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up
•Stump Grinding •Brushing

•55 ft. Bucket Truck
                  218-894-2871

   Paul Drake
    Tree Service

Since 1978

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*

classif. weekly folder on public: 2020 SD changed wk#27   6X13”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 

Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

  Altrichter
Excavation & Septic Service

218-575-2222
MN State Certified

6685 330th St., 
Cushing, MN. 56443

•Septic System Installation
•Camera Inspection, Tank

Pumping and Cleaning

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

ofofofof

Electrical Services for
•Residential
•Commercial

•Industrial
218-296-2461

Zach Hanson 218-296-1285 • Mike Rollins 218-296-2461
hrelectricofstaples@yahoo.com

Licensed, Bonded & Insured  • Over 30 years experience

Mixed
Firewood

By the bundle 
or by the truckload.

8 foot lengths 
or processed

Enberg
Logging

Motley, MN  56466

218-352-6175

Sportsmans 
Plumbing-Heating-A/C, LLC

Clayton Hageman
218-831-8720

24 Hour Emergency Service

218-837-5846
email: gtsanitation@wcta.net

Check us out on Facebook: G&T Sanitation
Optimal Customer Service. No contracts. No B.S.

By Mark Anderson
Managing Editor

Central Building Supply, 
Staples, is celebrating their 
37th year in business with 
the same family, but a new 
ownership structure this 
year. Jeremy Reeck took 
over the business when his 
father Bob Reeck retired, 
this past winter after near-
ly 50 years in the business.

Jeremy has been work-
ing along side of  his dad 
since 1994. He said the 
business will continue on 
as always, with the focus of  
taking care of  the needs of  
customers and contractors 
in the area.

Central Building Supply 
started in 1983, when Bob 
Reeck opened his own lum-
ber yard after having work-
ing for Lampert Building 
Center.

Central Building Supply 
has always been a full ser-
vice lumberyard and build-
ing supply store, also offer-
ing personalized services 
to customers in designing 
their building and remodel-
ing projects.

Jeremy Reeck said he 

considers it a local busi-
ness, but they also get a 
lot of  customers from sur-
rounding communities.

“I would like to thank the 
local community for work-
ing with us all these years 
and we work well with oth-
er communities,” said Re-
eck.

Central Building Supply 
teams up with other local 
businesses making prod-
ucts available to customers 
for their building projects.

“We’re lucky we live 
in an area like we live in,” 
said Reeck. “Businesses are 
always looking out for each 
other.”

The business has been 
growing over the 37 years. 
The current showroom was 
built in 2001, and has kept 
up with trends in building 
and technology.

Currently, five employ-
ees have a combined 66 
years at Central Bldg. “We 
retain employees, we’re 
like a large family. We do 
things outside of  work, 
in the community, volun-
teering with the fire dept., 
scouting, youth sports, as 
well as other local activities.

Central Building Supply celebrates 37 years in Staples

Employees and their families gathered for a photo 
in front of the store. From left, Manager Jamie Dolezal 
and family; William, Jennie and Hannah; Lead Truck Driv-
er, Todd Hoemberg, Heather and Amelia; Owner, Jeremy 

Reeck and family; Jodi, Jacob and Connor; Yard Fore-
man, Tim Holmberg and family; Christina, Lilly and Alex; 
salesman Tim Nieminen, Cade Schmidt and Alex Giza, 
yard workers. (Staples World photo by M Anderson)

Family framework at Central Building Supply
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NOTICE

MOUNT ROSE 
CEMETERY BOARD 

MEETING

July 20, 2020, 10 a.m. at 
the Countryside Restau-
rant, Motley, MN.
 29pnc

BECKER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF 
CANDIDATE 

FILING DATES

The following township 
offices will be voted for at 
the State General Election 
to be held Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2020. Candidates may 
begin filing for these offices 
on Tuesday, July 28, 2020 
through 5:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, August 11, 2020. You 
may call Mary Fitcher, 218-
352-6498 for an appointment 
or the office of  the clerk will 
be open Tuesday, August 11, 
2020 from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
located at 10999 75th Ave. 
SW, Motley, MN  56466. Can-
didates must complete an 
Affidavit of  Candidacy and 
pay a $2.00 filing fee at the 
time of  filing.

Filings will be accepted 
during the filing period 
for the following offices to 
be elected on November 3, 
2020:

•One (1) Township Clerk - 
four (4) year term

•One (1) Supervisor - 
four (4) year term (seat 2)

Mary Fitcher, Clerk
Becker Township
 28-29pnc

NOTICE OF 
FILING DATES FOR 
ELECTION TO THE 
SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 2170

STAPLES-MOTLEY
STATE OF 

MINNESOTA

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the period for 
filing affidavits of  candi-
dacy for the office of  School 
Board Member of  Inde-
pendent School District 
No.2170 shall begin on July 
28, 2020 and shall close at 
5:00 o’clock p.m. on August 
11, 2020.

The general election 
shall be held on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020. At that 
election, three (3) members 
will be elected to the School 
Board for terms of  four (4) 
years each.

Affidavits of  Candidacy 
are available at the School 
District Office; 905 4th ST 
NE, Staples MN  56479; 
between the hours of  8:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (5:00 p.m. on 
Aug. 11) 

The filing fee for this 
office is two dollars ($2). 
A candidate for this office 
must be an eligible voter, 
must be 21 years of  age or 
more on assuming office, 
must have been a resident 
of  the school district from 
which the candidate seeks 
election for thirty (30) days 
before the general election, 
and must have no other affi-
davit on file for any other 
office at the same (primary 
or next ensuing) general 
election.

The affidavits of  candi-
dacy must be filed in the 
District Office, and the 
filing fee paid, prior to 5:00 
o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 11, 2020.

Greg Frisk
School District Clerk
 28-29pnc

BYRON TOWNSHIP 
NOTICE OF 

CANDIDATE FILING 
DATES

The following township 
offices will be voted for at 
the state General Election 
to be held Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2020. Candidates may 
begin filing for these offices 
on Tuesday, July 28, 2020 
until Tuesday, August 11, 
2020.  The office of  the clerk 
will be open from 1:00 - 5:00 
p.m. on August 11, 2020 for 
candidates to file.

Candidates must file 
at the Office of  the Byron 
Township Clerk, 8991 75th 
Ave. SW, Motley, MN  56466. 
Candidates must complete 
an affidavit of  candidacy 
and pay $2.00 filing fee at 
the time of  filing.

Candidates who will 
be absent from the state 
during the filing period may 
arrange to file in person 
with the Clerk within seven 
days prior to departure by 
giving written affidavit of  
reasons for absence and 
completing all other filing 
requirements

Filings will be accepted 
during the filing period 
for the following offices 
to be elected on Novem-
ber 3, 2020:

•Township Treasurer 
(4 year regular term)

•Township Clerk 
(Special Term expiring 

January 3, 2023)
•Township Supervisor 

Seat 1 
(4 year regular term)
•Township Supervisor 

Seat 2
(4 year regular term) 

Beverly J. Hoemberg, Clerk
Byron Township, 
Cass County
 29-30pnc

MAY TOWNSHIP
CASS COUNTY 

NOTICE OF 
CANDIDATE 

FILING DATES

The following township 
offices will be voted for at 
the state general election 
to be held Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2020. Candidates may 
begin filing for these offices 
on Tuesday, July 28, 2020 
until Tuesday, August 11, 
2020. Please call the Clerk, 
Bianca Wyffels, at 218-820-
6430, for an appointment. Or 
the office of  the clerk will 
be open from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
on August 11, 2020 for candi-
dates to file: May Township 
Hall Building, 5834 112th 
Street SW, Pillager, MN.

Candidates must file at 
the office of  the township 
Clerk, May Township Hall 
Building, 5834 112th Street 
SW, Pillager, MN. Candi-
dates must complete an affi-
davit of  candidacy and pay 
$2 filing fee at time of  filing.

Candidates who will 
be absent from the state 
during the filing period may 
arrange to file in person 
with the Clerk within seven 
days prior to departure by 
giving written affidavit of  
reasons for absence and 
completing all other filing 
requirements.

Filings will be accepted 
during the filing period 
for the following offices to 
be elected on November 3, 
2020:

•Township Clerk - 
4 year regular term

•Township Supervisor 
Seat 1 - 4 year regular term

•Township Supervisor 
Seat 3 - 2 year term 

(fill an appointment)
                                   28-29pnc

MEADOWBROOK 
TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF 
CANDIDATE 

FILING DATES

The following township 
offices will be voted for at 
the State General Election 
to be held Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3, 2020. Candidates 
may begin filing for these 
offices on Tuesday, July 28, 
2020 through 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020. 
You may call Ty Peterson, 
703-209-2678 for an appoint-
ment or the office of  the 
clerk will be open Tuesday, 
August 11, 2020 from 1:00 - 
5:00 p.m. located at 7969 65th 
Ave. SW, Motley, MN  56466. 
Candidates must complete 
an Affidavit of  Candidacy 
and pay a $2.00 filing fee at 
the time of  filing.

Filings will be accepted 
during the filing period 
for the following offices to 
be elected on November 3, 
2020:

One (1) Township Clerk - 
two (2) year term filling 

an appointment

One (1) Township 
Treasurer - 

four (4) year term

One (1) Supervisor - four 
(4) year term (Seat 1)

One (1) Supervisor - four 
(4) year term (Seat 2)

Ty Peterson, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
                                     29-30pnc

Todd County 
Commissioners Minutes

MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE 

TODD COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS 

May 5, 2020

Call to Order
The Todd County Board 

of  Commissioners met in 
the Commissioner’s Board 
Room in the City of  Long 
Prairie, MN on the 5th day 
of  May, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. The 
meeting was called to order 
by Chairperson Kircher. 
The meeting was opened 
with the Pledge of  Alle-
giance. All Commissioners 
were present.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To 
approve the agenda as pre-
sented with the addition of  
item 11.2 Update on COVID-
19 Situation.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Becker and 

seconded by Kneisl, the fol-
lowing motions and resolu-
tions were introduced and 
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Minutes 
for April 21, 2020 as pre-
sented.

To approve the resigna-
tion of  Zeke Nava effective 
January 13, 2020.

To approve the resigna-
tion of  Carole Schoenrock 
effective January 13, 2020.

To approve the resigna-
tion of  Sarah Hunter effec-
tive March 1, 2020.

To accept the resigna-
tion of  Douglas Johnson 
as Todd County Chief  
Deputy Recorder effective 
4/24/2020.

To hire Kellen Pulliam 
for Seasonal Water Patrol.

To hire Riley Mounsdon 
for Seasonal Water Patrol.

To hire Melissa Morazan 
for part-time Correctional 
Officer.

To approve the hire of  
Kim Bosl as Chief  Deputy 
Recorder.

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the April 2020 
Auditor Warrants number 
(ACH)  900760  through 
900781 in the amount of  
$129,181.38, (Manual) 537 
through 544 in the amount 
of  $50,670.80 and (Regular) 
235294 through 235401 in the 
amount of  $321,503.89 for a 
total of  $501,356.07.

On motion by Becker and 
seconded by Erickson, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous Roll Call vote: To 
approve the Commissioner 
Warrants number (ACH) 
400617 through 400627 in 
the amount of  $15,112.35 
and (Regular) 53440 through 
53489 in the amount of  
$24,683.19 for a total of  
$39,795.54.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the Health & 
Human Services Commis-
sioner Warrants number 
(ACH)  800653  through 
800666 and (Regular) 706654 
through 706690 for a total 
amount of  $20,906.69.

On motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Becker, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the Health 
& Human Services SSIS 
Warrants number (ACH) 
600177 through 600183 and 
(Regular) 515805 through 
515813 for a total amount of  
$51,864.54.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To accept 
the 2019 Voting Equipment 
Grant Award and authorize 
the County Auditor-Trea-
surer to sign the Grant 
Award contract for and on 
behalf  of  Todd County and 
its Municipalities.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

2020 MEMORIAL DAY 
APPROPRIATIONS

W H E R E A S ,  T o d d 
County has budgeted in 
2020 for an appropriation 
to support the expenses for 
conducting Memorial Day 
Services by organizations 
within Todd County;

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners hereby approve 
the 2020 payment of  $10 to 
the Evergreen Cemetery 
Association of  Long Prairie 
for the care of  County lots 
in said Evergreen Cemetery, 
and;

B E  I T  F U R T H E R 
RESOLVED,  to approve 
the payment of  $50 to each 
regular organization of  
Veterans of  Foreign Wars, 
American Legion Posts and 
Auxiliaries in Todd County 
to support the payment of  
expenses in connection 
with the proper observance 
of  Memorial Day Services 
conducted within Todd 
County and the amount to 
be paid by warrant to each 
organization provided that 
in cases where any of  the 
above mentioned do not 
have an organization, the 
amount will be paid to the 
organization conducting 
the Memorial Day Service.

On motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Becker, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

2020 SENIOR CITIZEN 
CENTER 

APPROPRIATIONS
W H E R E A S ,  T o d d 

County has budgeted for 
2020 an appropriation of  
$200 per Senior Citizen 
Center in Todd County;

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners hereby approve 
the 2020 payment of  $200 for 
each Senior Citizen Center 
located in Todd County.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote:

RESOLUTION 
REQUESTING THAT 
THE TODD COUNTY 

AUDITOR-TREASURER 
PARTIALLY ABATE THE 

PENALTY ON LATE 
PAYMENT OF 

PROPERTY TAXES FOR 
TAXES PAYABLE IN 2020

WHEREAS, on March 
13, 2020, Governor Tim Walz 
issued Emergency Execu-
tive Order 20-01 declaring 
a Peacetime State of  Emer-
gency in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, on March 
15, 2020, Governor Walz 
issued Emergency Execu-
tive Order 20-02, ordering 
the temporary closure of  all 
public and private schools 
to help slow the spread of  
COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on March 
16, 2020, Governor Walz 
issued Emergency Execu-
tive Order 20-04, ordering 
the temporary closure of  
bars, restaurants, and other 
places of  accommodation to 
help slow the spread of  the 
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 
16, 2020, Governor Walz 
issued Emergency Execu-
tive Order 20-05, providing 
certain relief  to employers 
and unemployed workers 
during the COVID-19 emer-
gency; and

WHEREAS, on March 
20, 2020, Governor Walz 
issued Emergency Exec-

utive Order 20-20, requir-
ing Minnesotans to stay at 
home; and 

WHEREAS, Emergency 
Executive Order 20-05 rec-
ognizes that the economic 
insecurity caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be 
a major concern for many 
Minnesotans; and 

WHEREAS, Emergency 
Executive Order 20-15 rec-
ognizes that the State’s 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic will result, either 
directly or indirectly, in the 
closure of  many of  Minne-
sota’s small businesses; and

W H E R E A S ,  T o d d 
County desires to provide 
temporary relief  to its 
residents and businesses 
within the County that have 
been directly or indirectly 
impacted by the economic 
pressures caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic; and 

W H E R E A S ,  T o d d 
County recognizes that as 
a result of  unemployment, 
lost or reduced wages and 
the loss of  business income, 
the prompt payment of  
property taxes will be a 
major economic pressure 
for many County residents 
this year; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. § 279.01, subd. 
2, the County Board may, 
with the concurrence of  the 
County Auditor-Treasurer, 
abate the penalty for late 
payment of  property taxes; 
and 

WHEREAS, the County 
Board finds that imposing 
the full penalty for late pay-
ment of  property taxes in 
2020 would be unjust and 
unreasonable, and further 
finds that partially abating 
the penalties associated 
with the late payment of  
property taxes in 2020 fur-
thers the economic inter-
ests of  the County and its 
residents and business 
owners; and

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Auditor-Treasurer 
has indicated that she 
concurs with the Board’s 
findings and its desire to 
partially abate the penalty 
for late payment of  taxes in 
2020. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners as follows:

1. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. 
§ 279.01, subd. 2, the County 
Board hereby delegates 
to the Todd County Audi-
tor-Treasurer the power to 
abate the penalty provided 
in Minn. Stat. § 279.01 for 
the late payment of  prop-
erty taxes payable in 2020, 
to the extent provided for in 
this Resolution. 

2.  The County Board fur-
ther requests that the Todd 
County Auditor-Treasurer 
impose the following mod-
ified penalties for late pay-
ment of  property taxes due 
and payable in 2020 for all 
applicable property classi-
fications:

a. For taxes paid between 
May 16, 2020 and May 31, 
2020: a penalty of  0% of  the 
unpaid tax otherwise due 
and owning.

b. For taxes paid between 
June 1, 2020 and June 30, 
2020: a penalty of  0% of  the 
unpaid tax otherwise due 
and owing

c. For taxes paid on or 
after July 1, 2020: the pen-
alty otherwise imposed by 
law. For reference purposes 
only, the penalty schedule 
currently in effect is shown 
below.

This abatement con-
sideration applies only to 
current year property tax 
payments originally due 
May 15, 2020.

4. This forgiveness would 
not apply to properties 
which are escrowed, utili-
ties, or have a total annual 
tax bill over $100,000. Tax 
Payments submitted as of  
this resolution date will 
not be subject to refund 
requests unless otherwise 
provided by law.

5. This Resolution does 
not limit the authority of  
the County Board or the 
Auditor-Treasurer to abate 
taxes or property values as 
otherwise provided by law.

Clifton Larson Allen
Doug Host, CPA and Kris-

tin Houle, CPA presented 
the Audit of  the Financial 
Year Ending December 31, 
2019 and a report of  the 
findings/statuses for the 
County Board’s review.

Public Works
On motion by Kneisl and 

seconded by Erickson, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve 
the attached Herzog Roof-
ing quote of  $40,640 for 
the Northern Shop Roof  
Replacement.

Facilities
On motion by Becker 

and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the 
bid from Ideal Construction 
for $38,814 to remove and 
replace old tar along with 
the restriping of  the park-
ing lot at the Northern Ser-
vice Center in Staples.

Soil & Water
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded by Becker, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To approve 
the MPCA Feedlot Program 
Annual Report for 2019.

GIS
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To accept 
the NG911 GIS grant in the 
amount of  $28,670.01.

Administration
On motion by Becker and 

seconded by Neumann, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: 

A RESOLUTION 
REAFFIRMING HIRING 

PROCESS DURING 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
WHEREAS,  the Todd 

County Board of  Commis-
sioners recognizes there is 
a hiring process in place, 
and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Personnel Policy 
clearly defines the process 
under Article III Employ-
ment, and;

WHEREAS,  the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners, along with the 
Personnel Committee, rec-
ognizes the County is oper-
ating in unprecedented 
times and desires to be very 
conscientious and deliber-
ate in its processes during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners and the Personnel 
Committee requests the 
Department Heads to com-
plete thorough and diligent 
review of  vacancies when 
they arise, with full exam-
ination of  budget, work-
TCC 
continued on page 11a
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load, timing of  hire and in-
ternal efficiencies, and;

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, upon full review 
of  these factors, the Per-
sonnel Committee will au-
thorize the initiation of  re-
cruitment, and;

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, the Todd County 
Board of  Commissioners 
will continue to review and 
approve each hire through 
consent agenda or other for-
mal board action prior to 
the date of  hire, and;

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, newly created po-
sitions will continue to re-
quire approval by the Board 
of  Commissioners prior to 
recruitment, and after re-
view by Finance and Per-
sonnel Committees. Per MN 
Statute 387.14, and as doc-
umented in the Personnel 
Policy, prior Board autho-
rization is not required for 
the Sheriff’s Office in filling 
vacancies. 

Jackie Och, HHS Direc-
tor, provided an update on 
the COVID-19 situation to 
the County Board.

Commissioner’s 
Report

Commissioner Neumann 
reported regarding Todd 
County’s upcoming role in 
selecting an appointment of  
a Sauk River Watershed Dis-
trict Manager.

Recess
Chairperson Kircher 

recessed the meeting until 
May 19, 2020.

AUDITOR WARRANTS
Vendor Name ............. $ Amount
MN DEPT OF REVENUE ... $2,584.00 
1 PAYMENT LESS 
   THAN $2,000 .........................1,346.87 
2 PAYMENTS LESS 
  THAN $2,000 ...............................83.03 
1 PAYMENT LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ............................150.00 
MN DEPT OF REVENUE ... 39,825.02 
1 PAYMENT LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ............................779.00 
US BANK .................................5,075.73 
1 PAYMENT LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ............................827.15 
HEALTH PARTNERS 
   DENTA ..................................4,874.26 
LONG PRAIRIE OIL CO........4,242.17 
MORRISON CO DEPT
   OF PUB WORKS ................ 24,790.52 
PETERS LAW OFFICE, P.A ..4,540.00 
PRAIRIE LAKES MUNI 
   SOLID WASTE AUTH ....... 82,637.00 
SCHLEY/ESTATE 
   LOUIS JAMES ................... 50,379.60 
TODD COUNTY SHERIFF....2,491.11 
VERIZON ................................4,007.30 
30 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ....................... 14,346.03 
COUNTIES PROVIDING 
   TECHNOLOGY ....................5,085.00 
COUNTRYSIDE REST ...........3,179.75 
MORRISON COUNTY ......... 46,275.10 
REGENTS OF THE 
   UNIV OF MN ...................... 34,122.14 
STAPLES ADVANTAGE .......2,737.68 
VOYANT COMMS, LLC.........3,915.97 
25 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ....................... 11,365.85 
CENTRACARE HEALTH 
   LONG PRAIRIE ................. 12,562.96 
EDENLOFF/KARLA .............2,539.40 
FLEET SERVICES/
   WEX BANK ..........................5,457.89 
HEALTH PARTNERS 
   DENTAL ...............................4,810.11 
LONG PRAIRIE OIL CO........9,709.91 
MINNESOTA POWER 
   & LIGHT .............................. 13,775.76 
MINNESOTA UI .....................3,038.26 
MN DEPT OF FINANCE .......5,974.50 
MOTOROLA ......................... 10,184.14 
ROLYAN BUOYS ....................6,589.10 
STEP.........................................5,341.05 
TODD CO AUD-TREAS ....... 10,321.56 
WENCK ASSOC., INC. ..........3,943.00 
33 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ....................... 13,640.55 
CENTERPOINT ENERGY ....2,367.15 
GALLAGHER BENEFIT 
   SERVICES INC .....................4,000.00 
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL .2,082.77 
TODD TRAILS ASSOC ........ 33,105.81 
11 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 .........................2,251.87 
Total ........................... $501,356.07 

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
Vendor Name ..............$ Amount
LITTLE FALLS 
   MACHINE INC.....................8,110.14 
LONG PRAIRIE 
   LUMBER, LLC .....................4,395.00 
MORRISON CO PUBLIC 
   HEALTH SERV ....................2,175.77 
NOW MICRO INC ...................3,544.00 
WATCHGUARD VIDEO ........4,976.00 
56 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ....................... 16,594.63 
Total ............................. $39,795.54 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS

Vendor Name ..............$ Amount
DHS - SWIFT ......................... $3,989.78 
PERISH/ALAN.......................2,159.19 
SHELLEY FUNERAL 
   CHAPELS - LF .....................3,000.00 
TODD COUNTY MIS DEPT ..2,465.00 
47 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 .........................9,292.72 
Total ............................. $20,906.69 

Vendor Name .............  $ Amount
CENTRAL MN MENTAL 
HEALTH CTR .........................2,450.00 
DHS - ANOKA METRO 
   RTC - 412 .............................. 20,775.00 
DHS - MSOP - MN SEX 
   OFFENDER PROGRAM .....6,091.50 
DHS - ST PETER RTC - 472 ....9,982.00 
WEST CENTRAL REG 
   JUVENILE CTR ...................5,094.00 
PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 .........................7,472.04 
Total ............................. $51,864.54 

On a motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Neumann, 
the preceding minutes of  
the County Board meeting 
held May 5, 2020 were duly 
approved by unanimous 
vote at the Todd County 
Board of  Commissioners at 
the Regular Board Meeting 
held on May 19, 2020.

Witness my hand and seal:

David Kircher,
County Board Chairperson

Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
                                        28pnc

MINUTES OF THE 
MEETING OF THE 

TODD COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS 

May 19, 2020

Call to Order
The Todd County Board 

of  Commissioners met in 
the Commissioner’s Board 
Room in the City of  Long 
Prairie, MN on the 19th day 
of  May, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. The 
meeting was called to order 
by Chairperson Kircher. 
The meeting was opened 
with the Pledge of  Alle-
giance. All Commissioners 
were present.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Becker 

and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To approve 
the agenda as presented 
with the addition of  item 5.4 
Temporary Staffing at Solid 
Waste, item 5.5 Discussion 
on Reopening of  Todd Coun-
ty Offices, and item 5.6 Dis-
cussion on Status of  Busi-
nesses in Todd County.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Kneisl and 

seconded by Neumann, the 
following motions and reso-
lutions were introduced and 
adopted by unanimous vote:

To approve the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Minutes 
for May 5, 2020 as presented.

To accept Mark Turn-
er’s resignation from Cor-
rectional Officer effective 
05/15/2020.

To hire David Gritz for 
PT Correctional Officer.

To accept the resignation 
of  Brian McCann effective 
March 20, 2020.

To approve the hiring of  
Jacob Nosbush as the Plan-
ning and Zoning Specialist 
at a Grade 7 Step 1.

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the Commis-
sioner Warrants number 
(ACH) 400628 through 400651 
in the amount of  $115,690.51 
and (Regular) 53490 through 
53550 in the amount of  
$51,008.42 for a total of  
$166,698.93.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Kneisl, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the Health & Hu-
man Services Commission-
er Warrants number (ACH) 
800667 through 800738 and 
(Regular) 706691 through 
706756 for a total amount of  
$88,657.30.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous Roll Call vote: 
To approve the Health 
& Human Services SSIS 
Warrants number (ACH) 
600184 through 600197 and 
(Regular) 515814 through 
515844 for a total amount of  
$66,426.00.

On motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Becker, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To approve 
working with Doherty at 
Solid Waste and authorize 
Chris McConn to sign the 
agreement.

On motion by Kneisl and 
seconded by Erickson, the 
following motion was in-
troduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To com-
mence a phased reopening, 
by appointment only, begin-
ning May 26, 2020, as depart-
ments are ready.

Discussion was held re-
garding the recent Todd 
County survey of  the public 
to gain insight into the com-
munity’s opinion regarding 
the opening of  businesses 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Discussion was held 
on what role Todd County 
may choose to take to sup-
port the business of  Todd 
County and potential effects 
of  the Board declaring such 
action to the County.

After consensus of  the 
County Board was reached, 
the Chairperson directed 
Coordinator Pelzer to pre-
pare and send a letter to 
Governor Walz with Todd 
County’s concerns.

Public Works
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Kneisl, the 
following resolution was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: 

AWARD OF 
CONSTRUCTION 

CONTRACT FOR 2020 
GRAVEL SURFACING & 
CRUSHING PROJECTS

WHEREAS, sealed bids 
were received on May 12th, 
2020 by the Todd County 
Public Works Director for 
CP 20:89, CP 20:107 and CP 
77-20-05, said projects for 
gravel surfacing and crush-
ing located on County Road 
89, County Road 107 and 
the Northern Shop in Todd 
County, and;

WHEREAS, the follow-
ing sealed bids were re-
ceived:

Sanders Construction, 
Inc., Randall, Minnesota, 
$183,261.70

Hard Rock Screening, 
LLC, Little Falls, Minneso-
ta, $187,794.50

William D. Scepaniak, 
Holdingford, Minnesota, 
$225,314.00

D.L.L. Excavating, Inc., 
Little Falls, Minnesota, 
$261,343.70

Central Specialties, Inc, 
Alexandria, Minnesota, 
$287,726.00

J.R. Ferche, Inc., Rice, 
Minnesota, $313,747.00

NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, that the 
Todd County Board of  Com-
missioners does hereby ac-
cept and award the contract 
for the above said construc-
tion projects to Sanders 
Construction, Inc. of  Ran-
dall, Minnesota based on 
their low bid of  $183,261.70.

County Ditch/Ag 
Inspector

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Kneisl, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: Acting 
as Ditch Authority, to ac-
knowledge receipt of  a Hold 
Harmless Agreement Peti-
tion from Ron Hoemberg to 
install a private crossing on 
County Ditch 20 on parcel 
22-0012800, Staples Twp Sec-
tion 13.

On motion by Kneisl and 
seconded by Erickson, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: Acting as the 
Todd County Ditch Author-
ity approves a brush control 
project on County Ditch 18 
to be performed by Central 
Applicators, Foley MN at an 
estimated cost of  $15,794.69. 
The bid is for driving 15 
miles of  ditch with ATV 
units, spraying approxi-
mately 10 miles of  brush. 
This ditch had a mainte-
nance project done in 2017 
and 2018 and now has small 
brush growing back that 
needs to be controlled to 
prevent future tree removal 
costs.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To hire 
Central Applicators from 
Foley to spray Twp road 
ROW that have been identi-
fied as having Wild parsnip, 
and, to spray the Twp road 
ROW that are surrounding 
the Palmer Amaranth fields. 
The total will not exceed 
$10,000. Any funds not need-
ed to spray Twp road ROW 
will be used on Wild parsnip 
in County road ROW.

Planning & Zoning
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted 

by unanimous vote: To ap-
prove the Conditional Use 
Permit with the proposed 
conditions for Robby Lem-
ke to establish an onsite gun 
sales business to engage in 
intrastate sales of  firearms 
on parcel 18-0024800.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Erickson, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To approve 
the Conditional Use Permit 
with the proposed condition 
for Greg Marthaler to con-
struct a grain bin that will 
exceed 100 feet in height on 
parcel 27-0022700.

On motion by Kneisl and 
seconded by Erickson, the 
following motion was in-
troduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To approve 
the Conditional Use Permit 
with the proposed condi-
tions for Tyler Schlief  to 
establish a vehicle salvage 
yard, scrap metal salvage, 
and vehicle repair shop on 
parcel 28-0010700.

On motion by Neumann 
and seconded by Becker, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To approve the 
Sibells Subdivision Three 
Preliminary Plat with no 
conditions.

Health & Human 
Services

Jackie Och, HHS Direc-
tor provided the County 
Board with an update on the 
COVID-19 situation.

Closed Session
On motion by Neumann 

and seconded by Becker, the 
following motion was intro-
duced and adopted by unan-
imous vote: To enter into 
closed session pursuant to 
Mn Statute §13D.05 Subd. 
3(a) beginning at 10:12 a.m.

Chair person Kircher 
reopened the meeting and 
provided positive summary 
of  the County Coordinator’s 
evaluation.

Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Report

The Auditor-Treasurer 
reported the results of  the 
Current Tax Collection peri-
od and Candidate Filing for 
Federal, State, and County 
offices opened on May 19, 
2020.

Adjourn
On motion by Erickson 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the meeting was adjourned 
for the month of  May, 2020.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
Vendor Name .............  $ Amount
ALL STATE COMMS ............$5,619.00 
ARC ELECTRIC SERV ...........7,626.59 
BIG STONE THERAPIES, 
   INC. .........................................2,458.45 
DOUGLAS CTY 
   PUBLIC WORKS ...................2,725.00 
HEARTLAND TIRE INC. .......5,111.66 
MN DEPT OF TRANS ............3,366.19 
MORRIS ELECTRONICS .......4,091.16 
PHELAN CPA/FRANCIS .......2,275.00 
STAPLES WORLD ..................2,446.51 
TIERNEY BROTHERS INC ...3,241.28 
TOWMASTER .....................107,562.50 
74 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ........................20,175.59 
TOTAL ........................$166,698.93 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS

Vendor Name .............  $ Amount
DHS - SWIFT ........................$18,205.34 
HANDI-XPRESS LLC$2,097.80 
V#11880 - COST EFF 
   HEALTH INS.........................2,619.96 
RURAL MN CEP INC .............7,158.46 
TODD COUNTY ATTY’S 
   OFFICE ..................................2,833.30 
TODD COUNTY SHERIFF.....2,016.98 
132 PAYMENTSS LESS 
   THAN $2.000 ........................53,725.46 
TOTAL ........................... 88,657.30
Vendor Name ............  $ Amount
#15998 .................................... $2,928.90 
#14593 ......................................3,127.50 
LUTHERAN SOCIAL 
   SERVS OF MN-ST PAUL ...2,746.80 
NEXUS INC - MILLE LACS
   ACADEMY ........................ 10,914.90 
NORTHERN PINES MENTAL 
   HLTH CTR INC ...................2,500.00 
#13887 ......................................2,721.90 
#16014 ......................................2,408.40 
VILLAGE RANCH INC ........7,369.80 
PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ...................... 31,707.80 
Total ............................ $66,426.00 

On a motion by Erickson 
and seconded by Neumann, 
the preceding minutes of  
the County Board meeting 
held May 19, 2020 were duly 
approved by unanimous 
vote at the Todd County 
Board of  Commissioners at 
the Regular Board Meeting 
held on June 2, 2020.

Witness my hand and seal:

David Kircher,
County Board Chairperson

Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
                                          28pnc

Public Notices
NOTICE OF 

ELECTION OF 
UNITED HOSPITAL 
DISTRICT BOARD 

MEMBERS

Notice is hereby given, 
that the Regular Election 
of  the United Hospital Dis-
trict, Staples, Minnesota, 
will be held on Tuesday, No-
vember 3, 2020 to elect mem-
bers to serve on the District 
Board of  Directors. 

Any person desiring to 
be a candidate for member 
of  the District Board shall 
file with the clerk of  the city 
or the township in which 
he resides, an application 
to be placed on the ballot 
as a candidate for election 
as a member representing 
such city or township that 
is included in the Hospital 
District. 

Filing opens Tuesday, 
July 28, 2020 and closes 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020. 

Members will be elect-
ed as follows: The election 
of  one member of  District 
Board for a term expiring 
December 31, 2024 repre-
senting from each of  the 
following cities and town-
ships:

Staples Township
Villard Township
City of  Motley
Poplar Township 
Moose Lake Township
Meadowbrook Township 

and, the election of  one 
member of  the Hospital 
District for a term expiring, 
December 31, 2024 repre-
senting a member at large. 
Persons filing for the posi-
tion of  a member at large 
can reside in any of  the 
governmental units of  the 
United Hospital District 
and the entire Hospital Dis-
trict which will vote for a 
member at large are:

Staples Township
Villard Township
City of  Staples
Moran Township
Becker Township
City of  Motley
Meadowbrook Township
Byron Township 
Moose Lake Township
Poplar Township 
Motley Township
Thomastown Township

By Order of  the District 
Board of  Directors 
United Hospital District, 
Staples, Minnesota.
 29-30pnc

VILLARD TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF 

CANDIDATE FILING 

Villard Township will 
hold their Officer Township 
Election in conjunction 
with the state general elec-
tion to be held November 3, 
2020.

Villard Township will 
open filings for the follow-
ing positions:

•One Supervisor:
Supervisor B - 

4 year term
•One Clerk - 4 year term

Filing for these positions 
will begin on Tuesday, July 
28, 2020 through Tuesday, 
October 13, 2020 (call ahead, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.and on the 
last day of  filing call ahead 
from 1 - 5 p.m.) Candidates 
must complete an affidavit 
of  candidacy and pay $2.00 
filing fee at the time of  fil-
ing. The Villard Town Hall 
is located in  Philbrook. 

Contact the Clerk for 
Candidate filing at 218-640-
6115 or Connie, Deputy 
Clerk at 218-414-0323.

Mary Trantina Koenig, 
Clerk, Villard Township
                                       29pnc

Todd County 
Commissioners Minutes

TCC continued from page 10a

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 7/12/2020 Central

FROM
$1,649*

$1,399*

TM

1-877-375-2291
Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/20. Other terms & 
conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Go back in time for a 10-day trip through ancient Greece. Start with 
3 days in Athens, where you will visit the Parthenon, the Acropolis 
and Acropolis Museum, and more, after meeting your fellow 
travelers at a welcome dinner. Then it’s on to 2 of the most popular 
Greek islands—Mykonos, famous for its windmills, whitewashed 
buildings and domed churches; and Santorini, named by numerous 
publications as the world’s top island. Return to Athens by ferry for 
your final night in Greece.

10 days, departs April - September 2021

GREECE & HER ISLANDS
Athens • Mykonos • Santorini SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

855-984-8982 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - July 12, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

Don’t be one of  the 48 million Americans sickened each 
year by food poisoning. To avoid 10 of  the most common 
yet dangerous food safety mistakes the following includes.

 #1: Tasting food to see if  it’s still good
Never taste your food to check if  it has spoiled. 
 #2: Putting cooked foods on a plate that previously held 

raw meat
This can cause cross-contamination. 
 #3: Thawing food on the counter
ONLY thaw foods in the refrigerator or in cold water.
 #4: Washing meat 
Never wash raw meat as the water can easily spread 

bacteria to your sink and other kitchen surfaces. 
 #5: Letting food cool before putting it in the refriger-

ator
DO NOT leave food out of  the refrigerator for more 

than two hours. 
 #6: Eating raw cookie dough 
NEVER eat any uncooked food containing raw eggs. 

They may contain Salmonella or other harmful bacteria. 
 #7: Marinating meat on the counter. Never marinate 

meat on the counter or use the same marinade for raw 
meat and cooked food. 

 #8: Undercooking meat, poultry, seafood or eggs
Cooked food is safe only after it’s been heated to a high 

enough internal temperature to kill harmful bacteria. 
 #9: Not washing your hands
ALWAYS wash your hands for at least 20 seconds with 

soap/warm, running water before AND after handling 
food.

M #10: Be sure to replace kitchen sponges and dish rags
SPONGES and DISHRAGS are some of  the dirtiest 

tools in your kitchen. 

-Modified from eatright.org

Common food 
safety mistakes

Public Notice
Advertising Protects
Your Right To Know
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Plan your staycation 
with Mid Minnesota!

HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS  |  HOME EQUITY LOANS 
RECREATION LOANS  |  PERSONAL LOANS  

VISA CREDIT CARDS

Loans subject to credit approval. Certain restrictions apply.

STAPLES 
1220 N 4th St  |  (218) 894-2463 
mmfcu.org

Kayakers Aiden Gosiak, Baxter and Megan Doose, Buffalo refl ections are on the 
waters of the Crow Wing River near McGivern Park July 7. The pair had started their 
journey at Old Wadena Park. Gosiak is the Youth Ministry Associate at Timberwood 

Church, Nisswa and Doose was visiting when they decided to explore the river. (Sta-
ples World photo by Janice Winter)

Refl ections in the waters

I would be honored to 
serve you in the District 2 
seat on the Wadena County 
Board of  Commissioners. 
I hope to advance through 
the primary election on 
August 11 and win the seat 
in the general election in 
November.

I have been a resident, 
hunter and farmer in Dis-
trict 2 for 45 years and I 
love our community. I met 
my wife and raised four 
children in the Staples-Mot-
ley School District and am 
active as a board member 
at Staples Assembly of  
God Church. If  elected as 
commissioner I will uti-
lize my years of  govern-
ment experience to bring 
timely decision making, 
common-sense policies and 
responsible spending to the 
board of  commissioners.

For the past 29 years I 
have served Thomastown 
Township as an elected offi -

cial on the Board of  Super-
visors as well as a board 
member of  the Wadena 
County Township Asso-
ciation. For most of  those 
years I was the chairman of  
the board which involved 
leading every meeting, 
training new supervisors 
and handling the concerns 
from residents. Throughout 
the years on the township 

board I have encountered 
many confl icts and I am not 
scared to face them head-on 
and work quickly to find 
a solution. I have a strong 
conviction to not overbur-
den residents with taxes 
and will hold that convic-
tion if  elected as commis-
sioner. My experience also 
extends to the county level, 
as I have been a member of  
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission since 2018.

Becoming a commis-
sioner would be a change 
for me, but I welcome the 
challenge; my experience 
in small government, prob-
lem solving skills, fi nancial 
responsibility and strong 
sense of  conviction make 
me qualified, but I need 
your vote on August 11 so 
that I can serve you and the 
rest of  Wadena County as 
Commissioner.

Weyer has experience 
on township board

Mike Weyer

The Staples Community Center is now open with  
their swimming pool already having the water aerobics 
and other social distance activities. The controlled open-
ing also included pickleball and the fi tness center.The 

center is open until 2 p.m. Swimming lessons are still 
scheduled to start July 20, with a maximum of 30 people 
in the pool at one time.  (Staples World photo by Mark 
Anderson)

Open for water aerobics and other activities

Rachel Johnson, a Sta-
ples City Council Member 
and long-time community 
leader, has filed for candi-
dacy for the District 2 seat 
on the Wadena County 
Board of  Commissioners.

Johnson is employed 
with the Department of  
Military Affairs for the 
National Guard Family Pro-
grams as the Yellow Ribbon 
Outreach Coordinator with 
the State of  Minnesota. The 
Yellow Ribbon program pro-
vides support and bridges 
gaps with services for prior 
and current service veter-
ans and their families. She 
oversees the local program 
out of  Camp Ripley, along 
with developing, advocating 
and supporting all 95 Yellow 
Ribbon Networks through-
out the state. 

Johnson’s background 
has prepared her to be a 
productive and effective 
Wadena County Commis-
sioner. She has extensive 
experience in community 
development and has a 
strong history of  working 
with local government and 
private businesses to solve 
complex issues. She was 

elected to the Staples City 
Council in 2016 and is round-
ing out her fi rst term. As a 
city council member, she 
acts as a liaison between the 
city and the general public. 
She has assisted with 
numerous community-wide 
projects, such as the com-
prehensive plan, parks and 
trail plan, Batcher Building 
project, Welcoming Com-
munities, Child Care Initia-
tive, rental code for the City 
of  Staples, Paint the Town 
and Safe Routes to School. 
In addition, she serves on 
the Economic Development 

Authority, Staples Chamber 
Board President and previ-
ously was on Planning and 
Zoning and is the founder 
of  Sisters With Sass, a non-
profit that provides tools 
and resources to help people 
in the Staples area with 
career development, expand 
educational opportunities 
and improve their overall 
well-being. 

Moving forward, John-
son plans to host listening 
sessions throughout the dis-
trict to hear from her neigh-
bors about their needs and 
concerns. Due to current 
conditions, she is looking at 
alternative routes such as 
Facebook Live or Zoom “I 
want to hear from anyone 
that would like to talk, and 
to be accessible not just to 
those who happen to agree 
with me” 

Rachel and her husband 
Chris live in Staples where 
they have lived and raised 
their children. Chris, is a 
member of  the MN National 
Guard and works at Camp 
Ripley. They are truly proud 
and grateful to have had the 
opportunity to build their 
life in this community. 

Johnson involved in 
local communities

Rachel Johnson

T h e  M i n n e s o t a  C o l -
lege Athletic Conference 
announced July 7, 2020 that 
fall sports have been can-
celled, including football 
and volleyball at Central 
Lakes College, in light of  
COVID-19 and the impor-
tance of  player and coach 
safety.

“We are  wholehear t -
edly disappointed that our 
Raider athletes won’t be 
able to compete this fall, 
but we have always put 
the health and safety of  
our students fi rst,” said Dr. 
Hara Charlier, President of  
Central Lakes College. “We 

are so proud of  each of  our 
amazing athletes. Each stu-
dent has a great deal to be 
proud of, both in the class-
room and on the court or 
field. We look forward to 
seeing them back out there 
as soon as possible.”

Jim Russell, CLC Ath-
letic Director, said any time 
a game or a season is can-
celed, it’s disappointing.

“We provide such a great 
venue at CLC to give these 
students leadership and 
direction in life. But every-
thing we do in athletics has 
always been about safety. 
This is, right now, the best 

decision that had to be 
made.”

Mary Sam, CLC Dean of  
Students, Equity and Inclu-
sion added, “Our coaches 
and staff  will continue to 
inspire, transform lives, 
develop leaders and support 
our student athletes during 
this unprecedented time. 
We strive to fi eld champion 
teams and players, both on 
and off  the fi eld and court. 
This fall will be different. 
There will be no games 
won or state titles awarded, 
but we are always Raider 
strong.”

CLC announces fall 
sports cancelled

Spikeball is a backyard recreational 
game that has become popular across 
the country. The game is played between 
two teams who bounce the ball off a small 

trampoline using three hits like in volley-
ball. Pictured, the spikeball tournament at 
Pine Grove Park July 11. (Staples World 
photos by Mark Anderson)

Spikeball sweeping the nation


