
Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Pastor Bob Hepokoski, Paul Johnson
Mark Shea, Pastor of Student Ministries 
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:15 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Youth Pastor Julie Boone 
 Discipleship Class ..........................9:15 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Prayer .............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight & Youth ..........................6:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Website: www.stapleschurchofchrist.org
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .....6:30 p.m.

Congregational Church, UCC
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
Pastor Tony Romaine
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples 
218-894-1546
Emelia Enquist, Director of Youth, Family & 
Christian Ed.
 Sunday Worship
 Worship Service ............................8:30 a.m.
 Sunday School 
    and Coffee Fellowship ..................9:35 a.m.
 Worship Service ..........................10:45 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
Jeff Scoggins, Pastor
 Saturday Worship ..........................9:30 am.
 Sabbath School ...........................10:45 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Nathan Hillman
 Sunday School ..............................9:45 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:15 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Ciesluk .........................................
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Congregational, UCC
One block S. of Hwy. 10, Aldrich 
Pastor Dave Seaton ...................218-445-5831
 Sunday Worship, ..........................  9:30 a.m.
 Communion .................1st Sunday of Month

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
www.bethanylutherancushing.com.
Rev. Jean M. Megorden
Lay Pastor Bob Mueller
Sunday Worship .................................9:00 a.m

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th St., Cushing .............218-575-2449 
www.lincolnefree.org Facebook Lincoln E Free
Offi ce Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Friday Offi ce Closed
Visitation Pastor: Jim Brown
Youth Coordinator: Kelly Gelle
SUNDAY
 Sunday School for all ages ...........9:00 a.m.
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................4:30 p.m. 
 Kids’ Club ......................................6:00 p.m.
 Jr./Sr. Forge Youth Group ............6:00 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
www.cushingbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. # ..................................218-837-5690
Open by arrangement

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Pastor David Stevens
 Sunday Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Pastor David Stevens
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Pastor Jim Johnson
Assistant Pastor Richard Broberg
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Kids Club .............................. 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 5:30-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.
United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Ciesluk
www.motleyumc.org
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Pastor Hector Merced
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Skip Hansen  
218-746-3768
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Children’s Church ..........................9:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Adrenaline Youth Group ...............5:45 p.m.

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146
Hewitt, MN 56453
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Prayer ...........................................7:00 p.m.

Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.
Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale
Church ........................................218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 Sunday School - Worship ............10:30 a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:00 a.m.
 Prayer & Praise ............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
  6:00 p.m. .................. Family fellowship meal
  6:30 p.m. ...........Bible Study groups, all ages

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager
218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.
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 Pro Abundant Life
Pastor Greg Ciesluk, Staples and Motley United Methodist Churches

At least since Jesus uttered these words over 2,000 years ago, 
Christians have affi rmed the dignity of human life and have sought 
to protect it against great cultural values and odds. This is a good 
thing to remember and meditate upon with the 44th anniversary of 
the Rowe vs. Wade decision legalizing abortion this coming Sunday, 
January 22. Since that time, close to 60 million unborn children have 
tragically been stripped away of life due to abortion.

Just two weeks ago, a vulnerable child’s life was saved in St. Paul. 
Nathan Leonhardt, a maintenance worker at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 
discovered an abandoned baby between the exterior and interior 
doors of the church’s Dayton Avenue entrance. A muffl ed baby’s 
wail was the fi rst - and most powerful - thing the church custodian 
remembers. Describing the scene, Leonhardt said, “And there, at the 
top of the foyer’s steps in a nearly empty laundry basket, was a new-
born boy. Small, close to a preemie, between fi ve and six pounds, 
swaddled in a ‘Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle’ blanket. The 36-year-old 
man, picked him up, wiped him off. The boy was naked, still covered 
in blood and afterbirth, with a small portion of his umbilical cord 
clipped by a paper holder. He’d obviously just been born. “He calmed 
down immediately, opened his eyes. Father instinct, I guess,” said 
Leonhardt, who has a four-year-old daughter of his own. “It felt like it 
was mine. It was my own child.” 

Leonhardt called on Father John Ubel, a priest at the cathedral, to 
assist in the rescue. As they waited for police, Ubel decided to bap-
tize the boy, whom Ubel christened “Nathan John,” after his rescuers. 

When asked why he performed the baptism, he said he remembered 
thinking, “It could be an emergency; we don’t know it’s health. And so 
we did… If there is possible danger of death, it’s always appropriate to 
offer the sacrament of baptism. I just felt it was the most appropriate 
thing to do.”

Asked what he thought of the cathedral’s biggest donation of the 
New Year, Ubel added, “This child is safe. That’s the most important 
thing. I’m not here to judge. I don’t know the reasons… If we truly are 
pro-life, as we say we are, then we need to respond appropriately.

“I think what’s most important here is somebody chose life, and 
we will do all in our power to help people, to assist them, to choose 
life,” Ubel added.

This vital Christian ministry of supporting life is being taken up in 
our community by the Lakes Area Pregnancy Support Center (LAPS). 
LAPS offers the following free services: pregnancy test, ultrasound 
referrals, options counseling, support for dads, incentive program, 
postnatal/ living skills classes, community referrals and relationship 
education. “Forgiven and Set Free,” a free, confi dential and non-
judgmental support group for those who regret a past abortion will 
begin in February. The Staples offi ce of LAPS can be contacted at 
(218)-895-5200.

Jesus has come that all may have life, and have it to the full. Let 
us pray and work together that this may be so for all of God’s beloved 
children.

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Bob Reeck, Manager
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 
I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

Jesus, John 10:10


