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Ultramarathoner Bestland was born to run
By Dawn Timbs
Staples World reporter

About four or five years 
ago, while doing mission 
work in the Copper Canyon 
a re a  o f  M e x i c o,  B e n 
Bestland of  Staples was 
introduced to the indig-
enous Tarahumara people, 
known for their long-dis-
tance running.

That encounter led to 
Ben’s reading the book, 
“Born to Run,” by Chris-
topher McDougall, a best-
selling author who traveled 
to the Copper Canyon to 
learn the secrets of  the 
Tarahumara, described 
in his book as “A Hidden 
Tribe, Superathletes, and 
the Greatest Race the 
World Has Never Seen.”

“It’s a great story and 
it gets you thinking,” Ben  
said during a rare free 
moment at his home in 
Staples. 

The father of  six chil-
dren (ages pre-school to 
college), Ben works as a 
driver for Lakewood Health 

System, has a farrier busi-
ness, plays amateur base-
ball and is a junior varsity 
coach. He and his wife, 
Melanie, are also active at 
their church.  

Inspired by McDougall’s 
book, Ben decided to add 
running ultramarathons to 
his schedule.

An ultramarathon, he 
explained, is any footrace 
longer than the traditional 
marathon length of  42.195 
kilometers (26.219 miles).

Ben wondered if  he 
could do it, but realized he 
wouldn’t know the answer 
unless he tried it for him-
self.  “Let’s go find out,” he 
recalled saying.

Now 45, Ben has gone on 
to run several ultra races...
including both 50K’s (31 
miles) and 100-mile races.

The races have brought 
him all over the United 
States. He’s run in the des-
erts of  Arizona, the moun-
tains of  Washington and 
the rugged terrain of  the 
Superior National Forest, 
to name a few of  the places. 
“You get to see all these 
cool things,” Ben said of  
his journeys. Along the 
way, he’s gotten to “meet 
nice, cool people. It’s been 
fun.”

Ben recalled meeting 
a guy from Illinois who is 
the co-director for the lon-
gest running marathon in 
Haiti; a woman from Ten-
nessee who finished her 
100th 100-mile race at  one 

of  the ultramarathons 
Bestland competed at; and 
running alongside a young 
man with an inoperable 
brain tumor. “We spent 26 
miles together,” he said, 
adding that the young man 
dropped out of  the race at 
the 50-mile mark.

“Where else do you get 
to meet people like that?” 
Ben  said.

He’s also met up with  a 
few runners from his home 
state who share his same 
passion for ultramara-
thons. They are part of  the 
local trail running commu-
nity and offer each other 
support, advice and cama-
raderie. At the Superior 100 
mile race last September, 
Ben was joined by fellow 
runners Jill Maine, Ryan 
Yearly and Julie Moulton, 
a writer who chronicled 
details of  the event and 
Bestland’s experiences in 
her blog, Alpine Start.

“The Superior 100 mile 
race is the race of  the Mid-
west,” Moulton shared in 
her post entitled, DFL...
The last man across the 
finish.  “It is a rugged 
course on a difficult trail 
through remote Superior 
National Forest. It will 
separate the seed from the 
chaff. It will measure you. 
It will weigh your worth. 
You will climb two thou-
sand feet higher than the 
summit Kilimanjaro over 
the Sawtooth Mountains, 
and descend just as far. 

You will cross rivers and 
traverse the volcanic rem-
nants of  ancient glacial 
scouring. You will be run-
ning between through this 
wild, rocky landscape for 
up to 38 hours, and you will 
be mostly alone.”

Moulton writes of  the 
obstacles Ben encountered 
along the way, including 
developing severe trench 
foot after crossing a deep 
river during a section of  
the course. “I was up to my 
waist in water for about 30 
ft.,” Ben shared. Moulton 
taped up his blistered feet 
and Ben soldiered on, in 
spite of  the painful blis-
ters. He finished the race 
in the nick of  time, coming 
in at last place.

In her blog, Moulton 
describes the physical 
highs and lows ultramara-
thon runners experience, 
as well as the mental and 
emotional walls that go 
with the territory. Ben 
Bestland has experienced 
them all. 

Starting at around 18 
miles is when he starts 
hitting multiple physi-
cal and mental walls, Ben 
said. He first hits a run-
ner’s high, a time “where 
everything feels good again 
for a little while,” he said. 
That high sometimes lasts 
for a couple of  hours and 
sometimes just 10 min-
utes. Ben  recalled hitting 

After the race
Ben Bestland of Staples keeps all of the race bibs 

he’s worn while participating at ultramarathons. The 
bibs contain a number used to identify runners in a race.  
He is pictured at his home a few weeks after competing 
at the Superior 100 Mile Race, along with his race bib 
and belt buckle awarded to all finishers. (Staples World 
photo by Dawn Timbs)
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Hello, Readers,
Our World has hundreds 

of  nations with 
thousands of  cultures 

that stretch back into pre-
history, and throughout 
all that time we’ve had 

countless religions 
rise to prominence. 

Whether you’re Hindu, 
Jewish, Catholic, Shinto, 

Buddhist, or one of  a 
million other faiths, 

World Religion Day, Jan. 
18, is your chance to share 

your culture with others 
and take an opportunity 

to learn from others about 
theirs. World Religion 

Day was first celebrated 
in Portland, Maine, under 
the title of  “World Peace 

Through World Religion.” 
Firuz Kazemzadeh hosted 
the talk in Eastland Park 
Hotel in October of  1947, 

since then the observance 
of  this day has spread 
throughout the world 

with the center being held 
at various locations with 
strong authors, educators, 

and philosophers 
speaking about the 

importance of  World 
Religions. The focus of  
this holiday is to spread 

awareness and knowledge 
of  the thousands of  

religions practiced in 
the world today, and a 

sharing of  tolerance and 
understanding between 

people of  all faiths.

By Mark Anderson
News Editor

The Staples City Council 
approved union contracts, 
committee appointments 
and other organizational 
business at their Jan. 9 
meeting.

City  Administrator 
Jerel Nelsen said nego-
tiations with unions for 
employees are complete, 
with a two and a half  per-
cent wage increase for 
all three unions. The city 
employees  use  EBEW 
Local Union 31, LELS Local 
Union 422 and AFSCME 
Local Union No. 3628.

Nelsen said the con-
tracts include an increase 
in severance pay by two 
days, an increase in cloth-

ing allowance and an 
increase in retirement 
matching.

Board appointments
The council appointed 

two board members to the 
new marketing committee 
board that oversees the 
funds generated by the new 
lodging tax. Three council 
members said they would 
like to be a part of  the 
board, but there are only 
two council positions on 
the board. After deciding 
to approve by a ballot, the 
council voted Chris Etzler 
and Mary Theurer to the 
board, with Doug Case left 
off  the board.

The board approved 
council  members Roy 

Staples City 
Council agrees 
on union wages

Sparrows gather on a grain bin diving for feed at Olson's Custom Farm store 
in Staples on a cold January, 2018 day. Some enjoy the view from the upper level 
window. (Staples World photo by Janice Winter)

Birds on a wire

By Karin L. Nauber
Todd County reporter

In a typical year, Todd 
County Auditor/Treasurer 
Denise Gaida said that 
her office will see $50,000-
$60,000 in prepaid real 
estate taxes.

However, it’s a little dif-
ferent this year. 

“As of  Dec. 31, 2017, we 
collected $998,860.95 in 2018 
Prepaid Real Estate Taxes,” 
Gaida said. “With online 
credit card payments we 
are well over a million 

dollars that has been col-
lected.”

But why did people 
around the United States 
rush to prepay their prop-
erty taxes this year?

“ U n d e r  P r e s i d e n t 
Trump’s new tax laws 
there was a benefit for 
people to take advantage of  
paying their 2018 property 
taxes in 2017,” Gaida said.

According to a story in 
the Washington Post dated 
Dec. 27, the “Internal Rev-
enue Service released 
guidelines on who can 
prepay 2018 property taxes, 

saying taxpayers could do 
so only (in) limited circum-
stances:  If  the local tax 
authority has already told 
a taxpayer how much they 
owe in property taxes for 
2018, and if  the taxpayer 
makes payment on what 
they owe before the end of  
the year. The guidelines 
came after people around 
A m e r i c a  h a d  a l re a dy 
rushed to prepay property 
taxes in hopes of  taking 
full advantage of  the prop-
erty tax deduction one last 
time before the new Repub-
lican tax bill, signed into 

law recently by President 
Trump, and took effect Jan. 
1, 2018. The bill limits the 
value of  the deduction.”

You had to have paid 
your property taxes prior 
to Jan. 1, 2018 to have any 
benefit from this change.

Gaida said that many 
who did prepay did so 
under the advice of  their 
tax preparer.

“This law change coming 
in at the end of  the year, 
did cause a lot more work 
for our office as year-end 
is always a very busy time 
settling out 2017 records 

and preparing for 2018. To 
take on additional tax pay-
ments during this time 
was stressful, as taxpayers 
were flooding the phones 
and office with questions 
and payments the last two 
weeks of  December,” said 
Gaida.

She said her staff  went 
the extra mile in getting 
all of  the prepaid taxes 
processed and posted 
for 2017 and put in extra 
hours during the holidays 
to serve the taxpayers of  
Todd County.

Over $1 million in taxes prepaid in Todd County

But none 
seems available
By Karin L. Nauber
Todd County reporter

While several departments in 
the county are seeking employ-
ees, two departments who asked 
for help at the Todd County Com-
missioner meeting Jan. 16 were 
left with one tabled request and 
another that felt rather hopeless 
from the get-go.

The first employee action 
approved for the auditor/treasur-
er’s office led to the second request 
which ended up getting tabled.

The first action was to promote 

Jolene Sabrowsky to chief  deputy 
auditor/treasurer effective Jan. 21.

Background 
The chief  deputy auditor/trea-

surer position was established 
on Jan. 18, 2000, with its own job 
description and Hay Study wage 
valuation to which Karen Busch 
was promoted. 

On Jan. 29, 2002, Peggy Ander-
son was promoted to this position 
after Busch was appointed audi-
tor/treasurer. 

On July 31, 2007, Denise Gaida 
was promoted to this position after 
Anderson retired. 

Effective Jan. 1, 2014, Gaida 
was appointed as interim auditor/
treasurer due to the retirement of  
Busch. 

Gaida has since been elected 

Todd County Auditor/Treasurer 
which solidified the vacancy for 
chief  deputy auditor/treasurer. 

This position was included in 
the Springsted Study with its own 
job description/duties and grade 
placement was assigned.

The chief  deputy auditor/
treasurer position, besides being 
determined as statutorily neces-
sary, is a vital role in the County 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office pri-
marily in property tax calcula-
tions, day-to-day management of  
office workload and support in 
the case of  vacancy of  the county 
auditor/treasurer position.

After interviews it was deter-
mined that Sabrowsky was the 
qualified candidate to fill the posi-
tion which led to an opening for 

deputy auditor/treasurer to fill 
the vacancy created.

The deputy auditor/treasurer 
performs work of  considerable 
difficulty including the daily man-
agement of  the county’s complex 
financial systems, property tax 
collection, election administration 
support and other related work.

According to Gaida, multiple 
presentations have been made 
to the Personnel Committee and 
administration’s recommendation 
is to move forward with recruit-
ment to fill the vacant position.

Without discussion, Chair 
Randy Neumann asked the board 
to table the action. He said he felt  
the board needed more time to 
gather information. He suggested 

Todd County departments need help

See BESTLAND 
on page 10a

See COUNCIL on page 2a

See TODD COUNTY on page 2a
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See an Essentia Health physician or 
advanced practitioner 24/7 from the 
convenience of your tablet, phone or 
desktop. No appointment necessary.

n  Fill out a questionnaire with your  
symptoms or your child’s symptoms.

n  Receive a diagnosis within an hour.
n  $30 per visit.

Start a visit at EssentiaHealth.org/OnlineVisit

Essentia
E-Visit  
covers all of these  
common conditions:
n Acne

n Burns (Minor)

n Canker or Cold Sore

n Cold, Sinus Infection, or Sore Throat 
    (Upper Respiratory Infection)

n Constipation, Diarrhea, 
 Irritable Bowel Syndrome

n Diaper Rash

n Eczema or Dermatitis

n Female Bladder Infection (UTI)

n Hay Fever/Allergies

n Influenza (the flu)

n Lice

n Lower Back Pain

n Pink Eye (conjunctivitis)

n Shingles

n Stye (bump or bumps on the eyelid)

n Tick Bite

n Tinea (Fungal Skin Infection)

n Tobacco Cessation

n Vaginal Yeast Infection

Care from  
the comfort  
of home

Essentia E-Visit:

The Central Minnesota Boys Choir sang Hail Minnesota and the Star Spangled Banner before the boys bas-
ketball game on Jan. 11, directed by Mary Moen. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Inspiring music at basketball game

tabling the action for 90 
days.

Commissioner Barb 
Becker  said  that  she 
thought 60 days was more 
appropriate because the 
new election equipment 
was coming in April and 
the new employee would 
need to know how to use/
administer it.

The board tabled the 
request to recruit for this 
position for 60 days.

The next request was for 
emergency staffing autho-
rization for the Recorder’s 
Office.

Background 
Recorder Cheryl Perish 

gave a brief  overview of  
the responsibilities of  
her office and how more 
responsibilities have been 
added over the years.

T h e  T o d d  C o u n t y 
Recorder and Registrar of  
Titles Office is generally 
staffed with four people. 

Currently the staffing level 
has dropped to two. One 
person is on pre-approved 
leave and another posi-
tion is vacant because that 
staff  person transferred to 
another county office. 

With only two employ-
ees, the office is unable to 
meet its daily deadlines 
and perform the duties 
assigned to the office. 

The county recorder/
registrar of  title is request-
ing that the county com-
missioners authorize the 
coordinator to assist the 
recorder/re gistrar  in 
recruiting and hiring one 
temporary employee to 
assist in continuing to pro-
vide the services that the 
taxpayers, title profession-
als, county and state expect.

Perish listed a number 
of  things that she has 
either stepped away from 
completely or cut back on 
so that she can be at the 
office to do what she was 

elected to do.
Additionally, another 

staff  will be going on vaca-
tion the week of  Feb. 5 leav-
ing Perish to operate the 
office by herself.

She said she could not 
run the office by herself.
She checked on closing the 
office, but she would not be 
able to close it for a week.

Becker asked how long 
“temporary” would be?

Perish said she wasn’t 
sure and also didn’t know 
how long her person on 
leave would be gone.

Hatch said that an emer-
gency hire could be no 
more than 67 days.

Because Perish’s office 
also  handles  driver ’s 
licensing, Becker said if  
that part was not open, it 
will affect several people.

Perish said she has 
already had to turn two 
people away because, while 
she can start people on the 
forms that need to be filled 
out, she doesn’t do the 
other parts of  the driver’s 
license process.

She said that the deputy 
registrars have not shown 
interest in handling driv-
er’s licenses. She also said 
that this is an added ser-
vice her office could dis-
continue.

While the board autho-
rized Coordinator Joe 
Hatch to work with the 
County Recorder/Regis-
trar of  Titles to recruit 
and hire one temporary 
employee to assist the 
office in providing service, 
Perish said she had doubts 
that she will be able to get 
someone who can do the 
work of  her office.

In other business the 
board:

o Appointed Bonnie 
Thoele to serve the remain-
der of  a term on the Todd 
C o u n t y  H o u s i n g  a n d 
Redevelopment Author-
ity Board. Current HRA 
Board Member Judy Petrie 
has resigned her position 
because she has moved 
outside of  the district. Her 
term expires in September.

Becker said that Thoele 
is from District 1 and is 
well qualified to fill the 
position.

o Approved the Public 
Works  De par tment  to 
purchase one truck from 
Nuss Truck & Equipment 
and plow equipment from 
Towmaster Truck Equip-
ment for a total cost of  
$213,941.39.

o A request for a Condi-
tional Use Permit to oper-
ate a sawmill was made by 
Benjamin Yoder in Bartlett 
Township. The Planning 
Commission voted to deny 
the case on the grounds 
that the applicant failed to 
appear twice after being 
notified of  the requirement 
to appear to represent the 
request at a public hearing.

T he commissioners 
denied the CUP request.

o The board approved 
remanding a case back 
to the Planning Commis-
sioner on March 1 with 
instruction to develop find-
ings for and against the 

proposed CUP.
A request  made by 

Emmanuel Byler for a CUP 
to operate a retail green-
house in an AF-2 zoning 
district was denied at the 
commissioners Dec. 19, 
2017, meeting.

No findings for denial 
were developed for the case. 
Cases such as this can be 
reconsidered through a 
process of  remanding the 
case back to the Planning 
Commission. The Plan-
ning Commission can be 
directed to develop a set 
of  findings supporting 
granting or denial of  the 
case. The case can then be 
re-considered by the com-
missioners.

o Approved the Todd 
County Sheriff’s Office to 
enter into a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MOU) 
between the Mille Lacs 
County and Central Minne-
sota Emergency Services 
Board (CMNESB). The 
purpose of  this MOU is to 
establish the framework to 
facilitate the receiving and 
processing of  Text to 911 
requests with the CMNESB 
and Mille Lacs County.

Sheriff  Don Asmus said 
that he expects them to be 
able to receive the Text to 
911 “calls” some time this 
summer.

o Minnesota Statutes 
requires the setting of  the 
minimum salary for audi-
tor/treasurer, recorder, 
sheriff  and county attor-
ney for the year 2019.

The minimum salaries 
are hereby established as 
follows:

-County Attorney $98,500
-County Auditor/Trea-

surer $75,000
- C o u n t y  R e c o r d e r 

$60,715.20
-County Sheriff  $88,501
Hatch said that these 

would be the minimums if  
a new person ran for the 
position and were elected.

He said that the board 
could always adjust them 
to a higher amount.

The sheriff’s salary is 
about 20 percent below the 
market, so Hatch listed the 
current sheriff  salary for 
that amount as he said he 
didn’t think they should go 
lower on that one.

The last time the board 
set the minimum salary 
amounts was in 2010, but 
Hatch said it is a require-
ment.

o In November the board 
authorized the movement 
of  Human Resources Man-
ager Karla Nalezny to 
human resources special-
ist starting in 2018. 

This created an open-
ing for a human resources 
manager. 

Hatch and the Person-
nel Committee have inter-
viewed candidates for the 
position and the board 
approved offering the posi-
tion to Sara Ogren. 

Hatch said that Ogren 
has 20 years of  experience 
in human resources and 
brings great qualifications. 

Because of  her experi-
ence, the Personnel Com-
m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d 
hiring her at Grade 14 Step 
9, or $38.89 per hour. Her 
start date will be January 
22. The offer is conditional 
based on reference and 
background check comple-
tion.

Miles and Mary Theurer 
to the Public Works Com-
mission, and Mayor Chris 
Etzler to the Airport Board. 
Staples ctizens approved 
for board spots included 
Jeff  Weitemier for the Air-
port Board, Janet Kiley, 
Bruce Drone and Ryan 
Wright for Planning and 
Zoning, Libby Isenberg 
for Parks and Recreation, 
Drone, Miles and Brian 
Niemann for the Board of  
Adjustment, and council 
member Ron Murray for 
Community Corrections.

The board also approved 
nine names to be submit-
ted for the city charter 
commission: Stan Carlson, 
Doug Case, Chris Etzler, 
Doug Fahnlander, Mary 
Jo Goff, Roy Miles, Bruce 
Nelsen, Joel Quance and 

Mary Theurer.

In other news, the 
council

o Designated Staples 
World as the official news-
paper.

o Approved of f icial 
depositories: First Inter-
national ,  Mid-Central 
Federal, Mid-Minnesota 
Federal, Unity Bank, Wells 
Fargo, United Bankers, 
Bank of  North Dakota.

o Approved appointment 
of  mayor and city adminis-
trator to the Staples Fire-
fighters Relief  Association 
Board.

o  Ap p r ove d  b i d  o f  
$117,850 to Magney Con-
struction of  Chanhassen 
for water treatment facility 
clarifier rehabilitation. It 
was the lowest of  five bids.

A collaborative art proj-
ect by Staples-Motley High 
School students under the 
direction of  Jill Schneider 
will be unveiled at Sprout’s 
Growers & Makers Market-
place Saturday, Jan. 27. 

Six, 4 ft. x 4 ft. barn 
quilts will be unveiled at 
1 p.m. at the Marketplace 
at 609 13th Ave NE, Door 
8, Little Falls. The quilts 
will be on display at Sprout 
for two years before they 
eventually settle at Pequot 
Lakes businesses.

One of  the six quilts 
will remain at Sprout in 
Little Falls. The project 
was inspired by the Cen-
tral Minnesota Barn Quilt 
Trail.

Activities at the Mar-
ketplace will begin at 10 
a.m. with live  music by 
the Americana string band, 
The Song of  My People 
(TSOMP). TSOMP brings 
a mix of  acoustic and elec-
tric guitar, drum set, banjo, 
mandolin and upright 
acoustic bass. 

Food producers, arti-
sans, and artists will fill 
their vendor booths with 
handmade,  homemade 

products.
In addition to the free 

entertainment, a cooking 
demonstration of  a tra-
ditional Amish recipe by 
Chef  Jason Eslinger of  
Iron Range Eatery, Crosby 
will be at 12:30 p.m.

Visitors to the Sprout 
that day are encouraged 
to check out the custom 
stage rug woven by Mary 
Yoder, an Amish commu-
nity member from Sebeka. 
Yoder, who is self  taught 
in weaving, learned her 
skill on a treasured family 
loom passed down from her 
grandmother. 

The Feb. 24 market will 
include live music with the 
Stearns County Pachanga 
Society (SCPS), an ever-
evolving, growing organic 
musical experiment that 
combines the participatory 
musical spirit of  Cuban 
Cabildos, Brazilian Samba 
clubs and Spanish Cha-
rangas. Pan Flute player 
Mario Arroyo will also 
perform that day as well 
in February. In the kitchen 
there’ll be a Spanish torti-
lla cooking demonstration 
by Francisco Cocran.

Art students to 
show barn quilts 
in Little Falls

COUNCIL continued from page 1a

Annual appointments made

TODD COUNTY continued from page 1a

County Recorder has little hope 
that temporary job will be filled
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You are 
   Invited to...
Staples Motley Area Chamber of Commerce

Annual Dinner
Thurs., Jan 25
Ted & Gen’s, Aldrich

Social Hour 5:30 p.m. Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Tickets $30 per person - includes 

4 meat buffet, entertainment, gratuity.
Entertainment by:

Christopher Carter - Mentalist
Chris will blow your mind and do things you never 

thought possible.  You’ll be in awe for months 
after the show. He knows what you’re thinking, 

so think nice things about him!

Tickets: 
Phone (218) 894-3974

Email smchamber@arvig.net.
ssw3c

The Staples-Motley League of Leg-
ends video game team recieved a $500 
check from CTC, a digital services com-
pany in Brainerd. The donation came 
about through the efforts of the team 
advisor, Dawn Paurus.

Pictured, CTC representative Kelly 
Burns, center, hands a check to Bryce 
Weber and Dominic Simon, who gave 
a presentation to CTC when requesting 
the funds.

Other teammates pictured, front, 
Christian Cassidy and Dylan Cameron 
set the scene; back, from left, Bailey 
Anderson, Gaten Fleischacker, Kayla 
DeYounge, Jordan Lundquist, Holden 
Fleischacker, advisor David Simon, 
Zeke Cline, Alex Deegan, Hope Rata-
jczak, Paul Peterson, Jeremy Stultz and 
Connor Macheel. (Staples World photo 
by Mark Anderson)

League of Legends receives sponsorship

By Mark Anderson, News Editor

“It’s a great fit,” CTC representative 
Kelly Burns said about her company spon-
soring the Staples-Motley League of  Leg-
ends team. The company donated $500 to 
the team to purchase equipment and help 
them plan a trip to Jamestown University 
in North Dakota, a college that recruits 
high school students for their video game 
leagues.

League of  Legends is a popular online 
game played with teams of  five. The game 
is played competitively by schools and 
clubs across the world.

CTC provides phone services for the 

school and is increasing their internet 
output in Staples. Burns said after Dom-
inic Simon and Bryce Weber presented 
what the Staples-Motley team is doing, 
they felt it was a great project to sponsor. 
Since League of  Legends is not a Min-
nesota State High School League activity, 
they’re able to have outside sponsors.

Weber said not only does League of  Leg-
ends provide a fun outlet for video game 
fans, it’s also helped him with his school 
work.

“Before League of  Legends, I was a 
truant kid, I didn’t love school,” he said. 
Now I have a reason to go to school and I 
am getting straight A’s,” said Weber.

League of Legends 
has plans for funds

By Karin L. Nauber
Todd County reporter

The Todd County Solid 
Waste Department has 
been without a department 
head for several months 
with the death of  Mike 
Hanen who had been the 
director.

Transfer Station Super-
visor Jeremy Clasemann 
has been overseeing things 
in the meantime with the 
help of  County Coordina-
tor Joe Hatch when needed.

At their Jan. 2 work 
session, the Todd County 
Commissioners discussed 
the department head posi-
tion, what is needed and 
the possibility of  Hatch fill-
ing the role of  department 
head.

Background
At the Nov. 15, 2017, 

Solid Waste meeting the 
commissioners directed 
Hatch to collect position 
descriptions for a Solid 
Waste Director or similar 
position and then pres-
ent them to the board at a 
future work session. 

Additionally, the com-
m i s s i o n e r s  d i s c u s s e d 
ending the contract with 
Ottertail County for ser-
vices for a department 
head. 

The commissioners dis-
cussed the desire of  having 
an internal staff  person 
take over leadership for the 
Solid Waste Department.

Position descriptions
Staff  collected position 

descriptions from Stevens, 
Hubbard, Crow Wing and 
Mille Lacs counties.

Generally,  i t  would 
be recommended addi-
tional duties be assigned 
to whomever the board 
chooses to oversee the 
department. Staff  feels the 
following duties should be 
included;

o Oversee and direct the 
operations and staff

o Ensure compliance 
with all federal, state and 
local laws pertaining to 
solid waste and landfill 
operations

o Coordinate the plan-
ning of  all operations

o Manage and develop 
the operational and capital 
budget for the department

o  R e p r e s e n t  T o d d 
County with all solid waste 
partnerships (Perham)

Recommendation
The staff  seeks direction 

on how to proceed. Next 
steps could include draft-
ing a position description 
and sending it to Spring-
sted for review. Once the 
review has been completed 
the position description 
and authorization appoint-
ing the new director could 
be formally brought with 
the  addit ional  duties 
added before the board for 
approval.

After reviewing the 
information Hatch said 
that he felt he could add 
this to his duties.

“There is still a lot to 
do in administration and 
I plan to continue it,” said 
Hatch.

Clasemann said that 
he had been coming to the 
commissioners and Hatch 
for what he needed for sup-
port. He added if  Hatch 
were to get the position, 
they would set up an office 
with Clasemann and Hatch 
at the transfer station.

Hatch felt that in addi-
tion to supervisory duties, 
he could help with staff  
development among other 
things.

He said that initially he 
would probably be at the 
transfer station one day a 
week, sorting out what the 
issues were and working 
closely with Clasemann 
and the other staff.

He believes his direct 
involvement  would slow 
down once he had a handle 
on it.

Commissioner Barb 
Becker asked if  Hatch the 
licenses he needed?

Hatch said that all of  
the staff  at the landfill 
have the licenses necessary. 
To get what he would need 
is a two-day course, but he 
may not need it.

“I am confident I could 
get it,” he said.

Commissioner David 
Kircher said, “Jeremy’s 
done a good job. Mike 
did, too. I think we should 
appoint Joe to be the direc-
tor there so he can help 
Jeremy out.”

Due to the close prox-

imity of  the transfer sta-
tion (it’s eight miles from 
Long Prairie to the facil-
ity located in Browerville), 
Kircher felt that Hatch 
could attend the solid 
waste meetings, keep the 
board informed and also 
form a connection with the 
other committees like the 
Perham board.

Kircher  added that 
Hatch could bring his orga-
nizational skills and help 
with the budget process 
at the Solid Waste Depart-
ment.

“My suggestion is that 
this goes back to the per-
sonnel committee to work 
out the details,”  said 
Kircher.

Chair Rod Erickson, 
said that it was his sugges-
tion, too, but that he did 
have some concerns about 
time.

“But Joe seems very 
comfortable with it,” said 
Erickson.

Hatch said he would 
work on a job description 
to share with the personnel 
committee. After that, it 
would go to Springsted and 
then back to the personnel 
committee.

Becker said she would 
also like to see them pro-
ceed with Hatch filling the 
position.

Kircher asked if  there 
was any urgency to appoint-
ing Hatch. He asked if  they 
could appoint him as the 
interim director?

Hatch said that he’s 
already worked with Clase-
mann on personnel issues 
and other things as best he 
can.

Clasemann said, “He’s 
been a big help. I’ve called 
him a few times and he’s 
been a big help.”

Kircher,  addressing 
Clasemann, said, “I know 
we’ve left you hanging out 
there with no direction.”

He further suggested 
that between now and their 
meeting on Jan. 16, the 
board should explore if  
they should appoint Hatch 
an interim director.

Hatch said he would 
work on the job description 
and bring it to the person-
nel committee the follow-
ing week.

Coordinator Hatch may 
have additional duties

From the Office of 
Minnesota Attorney General 
Lori Swanson

Minnesota is a state 
with four seasons. When 
temperatures spike over 90 
or dip below zero degrees, 
it can be crucial to keep 
your power on. People 
count on electricity to fuel 
our technology. Scam art-
ists threaten to turn off  
utility services if  people 
don’t “pay up.”

It could happen like this:
“Ben” got a call at work 

from someone who pur-
ported to be from his 
company’s electric util-
ity company. The caller 
claimed Ben’s company 
was behind on its electric 
bill and said that the power 
would be shut off  if  a pay-
ment was not made within 
an hour. Ben told the caller 
he would check with his 
bookkeeper and call back. 
The bookkeeper said all 
payments were current. 
The utility company then 
confirmed that Ben’s busi-
ness did not have a late bal-
ance and it had not placed 
the call.

How the scam works
A person or organiza-

tion receives a call from 
someone who claims to 
represent the utility com-
pany. Most often, the indi-
vidual claims the person 
or organization is behind 
on their electric bill and 
threatens to shut down the 
power soon if  the money is 
not paid. The scam artists 
usually ask people to pay 
the “balance” via prepaid 
debit card or wire transfer. 
The scam artist may try to 
create a sense of  urgency 
to prevent the person or 
business from verifying 
the legitimacy of  the call. 
While scam artists most 
often impersonate electric 
utilities, scammers some-
times impersonate other 
utility companies, such 

as television providers or 
water utility companies. 

How to protect 
yourself or your 

organization
There are steps you can 

take to protect yourself:
o Verify the legitimacy 

of  the call before acting. 
Before sending money to 
someone demanding pay-
ment, verify that the call 
actually came from your 
utility company by calling 
the number on your bill or 
on its website. Scam artists 
will sometimes “spoof” the 
real number for a utility 
company, so even if  your 
caller ID shows the com-
pany’s official number, it 
is best to hang up and call 
back if  the call seems sus-
picious.

o Beware of  unusual 
payment methods. If  the 
caller demands you send 
payment via a prepaid 
debit card or wire transfer, 
that is generally a red flag 
that the call is part of  a 
scam. Prepaid debit cards 
and wire transfers are dif-
ficult to trace, and it can 
be almost impossible to 
recover the money once it 
is sent.

o Be careful provid-
ing information over the 
phone and online. It is 
a good rule of  thumb to 
avoid providing any infor-
mation—including credit 
card numbers, checking 
account information, or 
other personal informa-
tion--over the phone to 
people who call you. 

o Most utility compa-
nies will allow you to 
mail payment directly 
to the company, or pay 
via a secured website. If  
you feel suspicious about a 
caller telling you to make 
a payment via a website, 
check to make sure the 
website is secure. A secure 
website name starts with 
“https://”—remember the 
“s” is for secure. In general, 

“http://” websites are vul-
nerable to attack.

o Don’t be rushed. If  a 
caller tries to keep you on 
the phone to prevent you 
from verifying the call, or 
says you must pay immedi-
ately to prevent your power 
from being disconnected, 
the call may not be legiti-
mate. Tell the caller you 
would like to verify the call 
is legitimate and then call 
back at a trusted number 
for the company.

Reporting utility shut-
off scam calls

If  you receive a utility 
shut-off  scam call, you 
should report it to your 
u t i l i t y  c o m p a ny.  Yo u 
should also report the call 
to your local police depart-
ment or sheriff’s office. 

You can also report util-
ity shut-off  scams to the 
Federal Trade Commission 
(“FTC”), which has the 
authority to enforce fed-
eral laws regulating nui-
sance calls and interstate 
fraud over the telephone. 
The FTC may be reached 
as follows:

Federal Trade Commis-
sion, Consumer Response 
Center; 600 Pennsylvania 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 
20580; or 877-382-4357; or

www.ftccomplaintassis-
tant.gov

For more information, 
or to file a complaint, con-
tact the Office of  Minne-
sota Attorney General Lori 
Swanson at: 

Office of  Minnesota 
Attor ney General Lori 
Swanson; 445 Minnesota St, 
Ste 1400, St. Paul MN 55101;

Twin Cities calling area; 
651-296-3353;

Outside the Twin Cities; 
TTY: 651-297-7206 or 800- 
366-4812; or email www.
ag.state.mn.us

Warning issued about 
utility shut-off scams

By Sgt. Jesse Grabow of 
the Minnesota State Patrol

Question:  With the 
recent temperatures below 
zero in the area, can you 
give some tips on what 
should be in your vehicle 
and what to do if  your car 
stalls or gets stuck. 

Answer: When the tem-
peratures are well below 
zero, it can result in a 
life threatening situation 
if  you are not prepared. 
Having a safety plan and 
emergency kit in your 
vehicle can save your life.

If  stranded, stay in the 
vehicle, call 911. Provide 
the dispatcher with the fol-
lowing information:

o Problem you’re expe-
riencing.

o Your location (Get in 
the habit of  looking for 
mile markers and cross 
streets/roadways).

o Any injuries to your-
self  or passengers.

o Preferred tow com-
pany, otherwise the clos-
est approved tow company 
will be dispatched.

At night,  keep your 
dome light on and activate 
the vehicle’s emergency 
flashers.

Be aware that snow can 
plug your vehicle’s exhaust 
system and cause deadly 
carbon monoxide gas to 
enter your car so make 
sure the exhaust pipe is 
free of  snow and keep a 
window slightly open while 
the engine is running.

Make sure your vehicle 
is properly maintained and 
that you have at least a half  
of  a tank of  fuel.

Slow down and use 
winter driving skills to 
avoid crashing or going off  
the road.

B e  p at i e n t ,  a s  l aw 
e n fo rc e m e n t  a n d  t h e 
towing companies may be 
busy with other calls. We 
will get there as soon as 
possible.

We recommend the fol-
lowing items be in your 
vehicle, especially in the 
winter:

o Cell phone and car 
charger

o Snow shovel

o Flashlight with extra 
batteries

o Window washer sol-
vent

o Ice scraper with brush
o Jumper cables
o Tow chain or rope
o Extra warm clothing 

(gloves, hats, scarves) and 
blankets

o  Wa r n i n g  d ev i c e s 
(flares or triangles)

o Drinking water
o Non-perishable snacks 

for both human and pet 
passengers

o First-aid kit
o Basic toolkit (screw-

drivers, pliers, adjustable 
wrench)

o Bag of  abrasive mate-
rial (sand, salt, cat litter) or 
traction mats

If  you have any ques-
tions concer ning traf-
fic related laws or issues 
in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow - Minnesota State 
Patrol. You can follow him 
on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW 
or reach him at jesse.
grabow@state.mn.us.

Ask a Trooper
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As we return to Staples-Mot-
ley Elementary School from our 
ridiculously frigid Christmas 
break, we like to reflect on some 
of  the positives our great school 
is displaying. 

Without a doubt our stu-
dents’ academic performance 
both school and district-wide is 
a mainstay at ISD 2170, but what 
about the amazing things we’re 
seeing from a social and behav-
ioral standpoint? 

It’s great to hear our daily an-
nouncements and the wonderful 
bucket fillers our youth are exhib-
iting on a regular basis. If  you’re 
unaware of  what a bucket filler 
is, it’s when a student does some-
thing helpful without being asked, 
complimenting or saying some-
thing kind to another individual. 

Our Cardinal youth are show-
ing such kind traits and being 
deliberate in the way they ap-

proach their peers as well as the 
staff  members in helpful and 
kind ways, that it is great to see 
with such regularity. These won-
derful characteristics are reflec-
tive of  the quality of  our students, 
the amazing family support, our 
priceless volunteers, the PTC and 
the programs and support our 
school and staff  promote. 

With the importance of  bully-
ing awareness and approaches 
on positive behavioral supports 
in schools across the nation, it’s 
a warming feeling to see these 
moments taking place so close to 
home and in such a great district. 

As we move into the New Year, 
it’s an awesome time to be a Car-
dinal, and it’s inspiring to see our 
youth showing such kind man-
ners, helping hearts and superb 
academic minds. 

Have a fantastic 2018!

Elementary youth are 
being kind, helpful

Staples- 
Motley

Schools

By 
Jeremiah 
Piepkorn

Staples-
Motley 

Elementary 
Behavior 

Specialist 
Teacher

By Rev. John Dear
PeaceVoice

It was early 1968. Since 
the previous spring Martin 
Luther King, Jr. had been 
pursuing a course that for 
many was unthinkable. He 
had deliberately connected 
the dots between the move-
ment for civil rights and 
the struggle to end the war 
in Vietnam and had paid 
the price. He was roundly 
criticized by the Johnson 
administration and the me-
dia, as well as people in his 
own movement. From the 
right he was attacked for 
having the gall to question 
U.S. foreign policy. From 
the left he was lambasted 
for losing focus and not 
keeping his eyes on the 
prize. 

He even got it from 
a childhood friend who 
stopped by the house one 
afternoon to vent. 

“Why are you speaking 
out against the Vietnam 
War?” he carped. 

King put aside his cus-
tomary oratory. “When I 
speak about nonviolence,” 
he patiently explained, “I 
mean nonviolent all the 
way.” 

As David Garrow’s clas-
sic biography of  King, 
Bearing the Cross, reports, 
he went on to say, “Never 
could I advocate nonvio-
lence in this country and 
not advocate nonviolence 
for the whole world. That’s 
my philosophy. I don’t 
believe in death and kill-
ing on any side, no mat-
ter who’s heading it up 
- whether it be America or 
any other country. Nonvio-
lence is my stand and I’ll 
die for that stand.” 

A few months later King 
was dead, but not before 
making one last, indelible 
declaration of  the existen-
tial importance of  nonvio-
lence. 

Standing before the 
jammed crowd at the Ma-
son Temple in Memphis 
the night before his death, 
King linked his life wisdom 
with a pithy and resound-
ing appraisal of  our global 
predicament: “The choice 
before us is no longer vio-

lence or nonviolence,” he 
said. “It’s nonviolence or 
non-existence.” 

This April marks the 
50th anniversary of  King’s 
assassination - and of  
King’s clear warning. This 
is a moment not simply for 
remembering a great lead-
er cut down in his prime 
but also for seriously con-
templating the acute clar-
ity of  his assessment and 
what it means for us today.

Sadly, in the same way 
that warnings of  climate 
change have mostly been 
dismissed for decades, Dr. 
King’s stark framing of  
the pivotal choice before 
us - nonviolence or non-
existence - was steadfast-
ly ignored over the past 
half-century as the United 
States lurched from anoth-
er seven years of  the Viet-
nam War to decades of  war 
in Central America, Iraq, 
Afghanistan and many 
other places, even as the 
violence of  racial injustice, 
economic inequality, en-
vironmental destruction, 
nuclear proliferation, gun 
deaths, armed drones and 
many other forms of  vio-
lence spiraled out of  con-
trol. Indeed, over these de-
cades we have consistently 
opted for violence even as 
we have shunned the word 
“nonviolence,” as if  it were 
the most dangerous word 
in the English language. 

Now, 50 years on, King’s 
words take on more weight 
with each passing hour. 

Fifty years after the wa-
tershed year of  1968, we are 
at another watershed, and 
Dr. King has put the fun-
damental choice before us. 
This is the Year of  “Non-
violence or Nonexistence.” 

Like  his  chi ldhood 
friend, all of  us must learn 
his wisdom of  active non-
violence and rise to the oc-
casion as Dr. King did and 
choose active nonviolence 
if  we are to not to go over 
the brink. 

Kingian nonviolence 
calls for active, universal 
love toward all human be-
ings, all creatures and all 
creation, that refuses to 
kill or be silent in the face 
of  killing. It is a way of  life, 
a spiritual path, and a po-

litical methodology toward 
peaceful conflict resolu-
tion and global justice. 

It means striving to be 
nonviolent to ourselves 
and to those around us, 
trying to be nonviolent to-
ward all the creatures and 
the environment, and do-
ing our part to build up the 
global grassroots move-
ments of  active nonvio-
lence for a new culture of  
justice, equality, and peace. 

“A culture of  nonvio-
lence is not an impossible 
dream,” Pope Francis 
said recently, following up 
on his 2017 World Day of  
Peace message, “Nonvio-
lence - A New Style of  Poli-
tics,” the first statement on 
nonviolence in the history 
of  the Catholic Church. 

But our culture of  vio-
lence begs to differ. “No, 
Pope Francis,” it says, “a 
culture of  nonviolence is 
an impossible dream. No, 
Dr. King, there is no choice; 
non-existence is inevi-
table.” Deep down, that’s 
what we think, isn’t it? 
That’s what the culture of  
violence, the voice of  de-
spair, tells us. 

If  we give in to such 
despair, then our fate is 
sealed. But this need not be 
how things turn out. 

The ironic good news 
is that never before have 
so many nonviolent move-
ments existed in this coun-
try and around the globe. 
The world is on the march 
for the nonviolent option, 
and we, too, can opt for ac-
tive, creative and powerful 
nonviolence - and not for 
the trajectory of  nonexis-
tence - by joining them in 
this critical year. It’s our 
most important choice ever. 

In 2018, may we, like 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 

“mean nonviolent all the 
way.” 

PeaceVoice is a program of 
the Oregon Peace Institute 
devoted to changing U.S. 
national conversation about 
the possibilities of peace and 
justice and the inadvisability 
of war and injustice. Rev. John 
Dear is a contributing author.
For more information see 
www.peacevoice.info.

Choose: Nonviolence 
or non-existence

In defense of 
the Amish

This letter is written 
as a reaction to the Jan. 
4, 2018, Staples World ar-
ticle on the Todd County 
Commissioners meeting 
regarding the Amish re-
quest for a permit to open 
a greenhouse. 

On Dec. 19 the Todd 
County Commissioners 
meeting was held. An agen-
da item was to approve the 
permit request from the 
Amish to open a green-
house. The article written 

by Karen Nauber, Todd 
County reporter, should 
have only included rel-
evant information to that 
request and not included 
the open forum negative 
comments regarding the 
Amish by the attendees. 

The Amish, as residents 
of  Todd County, should be 
able to own properties and 
run a business just like all 
other Todd County resi-
dents. 

We were very offended 
by the opening statement 
and we quote, “The Amish 
are not doing our commu-
nity any good.” Would the 

reporter not have been bet-
ter to say “There were pub-
lic statements opposing the 
permit for a greenhouse?” 
Was it necessary to include 
all the negative comments? 
The only comments per-
mitted should have been to 
the permit not an attack on 
the Amish. 

Does Ms. Nauber always 
use everyone’s quotes in all 
her reports? We think not. 

Would Commissioner 
Kircher deny a public 
school district to build in 
another site in Todd Coun-
ty just to avert receiving 
taxes on that property? 

Most would realize the 
Amish pay taxes including 
property and sales taxes. 
They purchase their goods 
from local suppliers and 
commodities have been in-
spected. 

We commend the Amish 
for following the guide-
lines to apply for a permit 
for the greenhouse. 
   
Judy Halverson 
Beth Fabian 
Mary Theurer
Staples, Minn.

Letter to the Editor

By John Phelan

On Jan. 1, legally man-
dated minimum wages 
went up across Minnesota. 
For large employers the 
rate went up from $9.50 
per hour to $9.65 and for 
small employers from $7.75 
to $7.87. The Minneapolis 
City Council went even 
further, announcing that 
employers would have to 
pay workers at least $10 an 
hour.

Some see this as good 
news. WCCO rhapsodized 
that “thousands of  Min-
nesota families will take 
home bigger pay checks.” 
But economic theory and 
empirical evidence suggest 
that, in fact, these increas-
es in minimum wage rates 
will hurt the very people 

they are intended to help.
No employer will know-

ingly pay a worker more 
than that worker adds to 
their revenues. If  they did, 
they would be adding more 
to their costs than to their 
income and a business 
that did that wouldn’t be 
around very long. 

So, if  that Minneapolis 
worker generated $9.50 an 
hour in revenue on Dec. 
31, 2017, and the same on 
the following day, it is now 
costing the employer mon-
ey to employ them. Instead 
of  a bigger pay check, that 
worker is likely to get a 
pink slip.

A minimum wage law 
simply criminalizes wages 
below a certain level. If  
someone lacks the skills 
to generate revenues for 
an employer of  at least 
that level, all the law does 
is make it illegal to hire 
them. They might lack 
these skills because they 
are young and just getting 
into the labor force. So, 
we might expect younger 
workers to be dispropor-
tionately affected by mini-
mum wage laws.

We do. One dark spot in 
Minnesota’s supposedly 
rosy employment picture 

is youth unemployment. In 
November 2016, the state’s 
youth unemployment rate 
was 9.6 percent. In Novem-
ber 2017, it stood at 10.6 
percent. As Minnesota’s 
Department for Employ-
ment and Economic Devel-
opment notes, this “coin-
cides with an increase in 
the state minimum wage 
to $9.50 per hour ($7.75 for 
those under 18) in August 
2016, which is notable be-
cause minimum wage 
rules tend to apply dispro-
portionately to teen work-
ers.”

This ties in with a much 
broader range of  empirical 
evidence. In 2008, econo-
mists David Neumark and 
William L. Wascher sur-
veyed two decades of  re-
search into the effects of  
minimum-wage laws. 

They found that “mini-
mum wages reduce em-
ployment opportunities 
for less-skilled workers … 
(that) a higher minimum 
wage tends to reduce rath-
er than to increase the 
earnings of  the lowest-
skilled individuals … (that)
minimum wages do not, on 
net, reduce poverty … (and 
that) minimum wages ap-
pear to have adverse lon-
ger-run effects on wages 
and earnings.”

We all want to see high-
er wages for workers. But 
these will only come in a 
sustainable way from in-
creasing worker produc-
tivity. For this, we need to 
look at education, invest-
ment, entrepreneurship 
and all the interconnected 
policies which influence 
these. True, this doesn’t 
have the attractive simplic-
ity of  a politician simply 
decreeing that employers 
will only be allowed to pay 
above $X, but it will work.

 
John Phelan is an economist 
at the Center of the American 
Experiment in Golden Valley.

The minimum wage’s 
unintended consequences

Todd County Commissioners:
Barb Becker, Dist. 1 .............................218-894-1493
...................................barb.becker@co.todd.mn.us
Gary Kneisl, Dist. 2 .............................218-924-2081
.....................................gary.kneisl@co.todd.mn.us
Rod Erickson, Dist. 3 ...........................320-760-7878
..................................rod.erickson@co.todd.mn.us
David Kircher, Dist. 4 ..........................320-285-2355
................................david.kircher@co.todd.mn.us
Randy Neumann, Dist. 5 .....................320-859-5970
............................ randy.neumann@co.todd.mn.us
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Heading 
South

for the Winter?
Don’t miss the 

news from home!
Convert your print 

subscription to online 
and read the news every 
Thursday or whenever, 

wherever you wish.

218-894-1112

See more at: staplesworld.dotphoto.com
Staples World photographs and unpublished 

photos available online to purchase.
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Photo memories...
Photo gifts...

Color photographs available 
for purchase at

staplesworld.dotphoto.com
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COZY THEATRE
WADENA, MN
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      PADDINGTON 2
Fri. thru Thurs. Jan. 19 - 25

ONE Show Every Night at 7:00 ONLY!
Matinees Sat. & Sun. Jan. 20 & 21 at 1:15 pm

  JUMANJI: 
WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE

Fri. & Sat. Jan. 19 & 20
ONE Show at 9:15 ONLY!

          THE GREATEST SHOWMAN
Fri. thru Thurs. Jan. 19 - 25

Fri. & Sat. 2 Shows at 7:10 & 9:25
Sun. thru Thurs. 1 Show at 7:10

Matinees Sat. & Sun. Jan. 20 & 21 at 1:25 pm

         THE COMMUTER
Fri. thru Thurs. Jan. 19 - 25

Fri. & Sat. 2 Shows at 7:15 & 9:30
Sun. thru Thurs. 1 Show at 7:15

Matinees Sat. & Sun. Jan. 20 & 21 at 1:30 pm

Matinee Admission All Seats $6
Tuesday Bargain Night! All Seats Only $5!

www.cozytheatre.com
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The Minnesota Depart-
ment of  Revenue will open 
state individual income 
tax filing season on Mon-
day, Jan. 29, 2018. For the 
benefit and convenience 
of  Minnesotans, this is the 
same day as the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS).

The filing deadline to 
submit 2017 income tax re-
turns is Tuesday, April 17, 
2018, rather than the tradi-
tional April 15 date. This 
is also the same day as the 
Internal Revenue Service.

Revenue Commissioner 
Cynthia Bauerly reminds 
taxpayers that protecting 
Minnesotans’ refunds and 
ensuring the right refund 
amount goes to the right 
person is our top priority.

“Filing electronically 
and choosing direct de-
posit helps improve the 
accuracy and security of  
your return,” said Bau-
erly. “We know how much 
refunds mean for Minne-
sota families and we will 
take the time necessary to 
review returns and make 
sure Minnesota tax dollars 
are protected from identity 

theft-related refund fraud.”

Electronic fi ling and 
direct deposit

Electronic filing and 
choosing direct deposit is 
the most secure way to get 
your refund. Last year, over 
two million Minnesota 
taxpayers used electronic 
software to fi le their taxes. 
Free electronic filing is 
available for Minnesotans 
meeting certain eligibility 
requirements.

Direct deposit is an easy, 
convenient, and secure 
way to get your refund. You 
can include your banking 
information on your tax re-
turn and get your refund 
deposited into your bank 
account. Direct deposit is 
available whether you fi le 
your return electronically 
or by mail.

Free tax help
You may qualify for free 

tax preparation help from 
IRS-certifi ed volunteers at 
locations across Minnesota 
for your federal and state 
income tax returns. Quali-
fied taxpayers are age 60 
or older, have a disability, 

speak limited or no Eng-
lish, or have income less 
than $54,000 per year.

Most free tax prepara-
tion sites are open Feb. 1 - 
April 15. Visit our website 
to fi nd free tax preparation 
sites near you.

Voter registration
Minnesota law requires 

that individual income tax 
return forms and instruc-
tion booklets include voter 
registration forms. Taxpay-
ers that electronically fi le 
through Minnesota-certi-
fi ed fi ling software will see 
a message prompting eli-
gible voters to register to 
vote at the Minnesota Sec-
retary of  State’s website.

Fraud Prevention
The department takes 

protecting your personal 
information and your tax 
refund very seriously. We 
work to combat identity 
theft-related tax fraud 
by taking the time neces-
sary to review and verify 
the information on all tax 
returns to make sure the 
right refund goes to the 
right person.

Protecting Minneso-
tans’ personal information 
means that refunds may 
take longer than in prior 
years because of  the in-
crease in attempted refund 
fraud. Don’t spend your re-
fund until you see the mon-
ey in your bank account.

Track your refund
You are able to track 

where your refund is in 
the process by using our 
Where’s My Refund? sys-
tem.

You will be able to track 
which of  the four stages 
your refund is in and 
whether you need to take 
any action to allow us to 
complete the processing of  
your refund. You will see 
the date your refund was 
issued when it is finished 
processing. View our video 
to learn more about the 
Where’s My Refund? sys-
tem.

Get the latest news and 
updates from the Minne-
sota Department of  Rev-
enue by following the de-
partment on Facebook and 
Twitter or by signing up for 
our email subscription list.

Individual income tax fi ling 
season opens January 29

Library Lego Club
Lego Club has started for the winter at the Staples 

Public Library, the second Tuesday of each month at 4 
p.m. The children are given a building challenge and 
different activities to do using Legos. Lego books are  
also available for check out. Above, Mathew and Mi-
chael Jewison are ready to race their Lego cars down 
the track.

The next event will be Feb. 13 at 4 p.m. To register 
stop by or call the library 218-894-1401. Sponsored 
by the Staples Friends of the Library. (Submitted photo)

January 23
CARE COMMUNIT Y MEAL 

Tues., Jan. 23, 4:30 - 6 p.m.,  
Church of  Christ, 27343 
490th St., Staples. Free. For 
info, 218-894-2609. 

January 25
W A D E N A  W H I R L A W A Y S 

SQ UA R E DA N C E CLU B MT G 
Thurs., Jan. 25, 7:30 - 10 
p.m., Wadena VFW. Mark 
Helfter, caller. For info., 
218-296-1641.

Mark Your 
Calendar

T h e  S t ap l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board will meet 
Monday, Jan. 22, at 7 p.m. 
in the Staples-Motley High 
School media center.

Agenda items include:
o A presentation on 

health and wellness by 
Carrin DeLong and Shelly 
Miller during the school/
community forum.

o Financial items in-
clude approval of  the pay 
equity and compliance re-
port and approval of  a joint 
powers agreement with 
PMA Financial Network.

o Personnel items in-
clude approving a contract 

for a transportation direc-
tor.

o Policy items include 
approving the coaches 
handbook and a revision to 
the policy on school board 
offi cer duties.

Other items include re-
ports from the principals, 
superintendent, SMEA 
and school board commit-
tees.

School board  agenda

T h e  S t ap l e s - M o t l e y 
School Board will hold a 
special meeting Thursday, 
Jan. 18, at 7 p.m. in the Sta-
ples-Motley High School 
media center.

The purpose is to dis-
cuss options for facilities 
and to narrow the options 
to two. Currently the op-
tions are:

o One building (K-12)
o Two buildings (K-6  

Staples and 7-12 Staples)
o Two buildings (K-6 

Motley and 7-12 Staples)
The consulting firm of  

Foster, Jacobs & Johnson 
will also attend. The firm 
was hired to help the dis-
trict develop a long term 
facility plan.

Special school board  
meeting tonight

The Staples City Coun-
cil will meet Tuesday, Jan. 
23, at 7 p.m. at the Staples 
City Hall, 122 6th St NE, 
Staples.

Preliminary agenda 
items include:

o Consider authorizing 
preparation of  property 
tax abatement plan for 
Staples Multi-Family LLC 
project

o Consider resolution to 
set public hearing date for 
property tax abatement re-
lated to Staples Multi-Fam-
ily LLC project

o Hear committee report 
from the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission.

o  Open forum.
o City administrator’s 

report.

Staples City 
Council 
agenda

By Todd County Health and 
Human Services

Birth defects are com-
mon, costly and critical. In 
the United States, a baby 
is born with a birth defect 
every four and one-half  
minuites leading to 120,000 
babies affected each year.   
Birth defects are the most 
common cause of  death in 
the first year of  life and 
the second most common 
cause of  death in children 
aged one to four years. 

Although not all birth 
defects can be prevented, 
steps can be taken to in-
crease a woman’s chance 
of  having a healthy baby.  
Some infections before 
and during pregnancy can 

increase the risk of  birth 
defects and other health 
problems. Join the effort 
to raise awareness of  birth 
defects by encouraging all 
women to prevent infec-
tions for their baby’s pro-
tection.

Here are some helpful 
tips for pregnant women or 
women who may become 
pregnant:

Get vaccinated
o Get the flu shot and 

whooping cough vaccine. 
o Become up-to-date 

with all vaccines before 
getting pregnant. 

Prevent insect bites
o Use insect repellent. 
o Wear long-sleeved 

shirts, long pants outside. 
o Consider avoiding 

travel to areas with Zika 
virus. 

Practice good 
hygiene

o Wash your hands often 
with soap and water. 

o Avoid putting a young 
child’s cup or pacifier in 
your mouth. 

Talk to your 
healthcare provider  

o Ask about how you can 
prevent infections, such as 
Zika virus.

o Discuss how to prevent 
sexually transmitted infec-
tions. 

Women and their loved 
ones can follow these im-
portant tips to promote a 
healthy pregnancy. Learn 
more at www.nbdpn.org. 

January is Birth Defects 
Prevention Month

Approximately 250 community mem-
bers turned out for the offi cial ribbon-cut-
ting and opening of  the newly expanded 
Staples clinic on January 5. Project part-
ners, Lakewood Board members, local 
business owners and members of  the 
media were present to hear words from 
Lakewood Board Chairs, Loren Morey and 
Mary Theurer; Lakewood COO/CNO, Te-
resa Fisher; and Lakewood Strategy Dyad 
Physician, Christine Albrecht, and watch 
the ribbon-cutting.

Attendees were given guided tours 
through the new space and enjoyed re-
freshments as they mingled with Lake-
wood administration, staff  and providers. 

The Staples clinic expansion project, 
which started in November 2016, was one 

of  four projects undertaken at Lakewood 
in the past year. Other projects included 
an expansion and remodel of  the Pillager 
clinic, which was completed in Novem-
ber 2017, an expansion and remodel of  the 
emergency department, completed in the 
fall of  2017 and a new in-house MRI suite, 
completed in December 2017.

An additional 23,355 square footage has 
been added to the Staples clinic, which 
includes; more space for the women’s and 
mental health departments, additional 
provider offi ces and exam rooms. The ex-
pansion of  the  emergency department 
added 3,673 square feet to accommodate 
more treatment and trauma rooms, men-
tal health rooms and telestroke equipment.

Lakewood Staples clinic 
expansion offi cially opens
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When 
someone 
we love 
becomes 
a memory; 
that memory 
becomes 
a treasure.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Measurement (abbr.)
 4. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)
 7. Sorting
12. Attribute
15. Poked holes in
16. Angers
18. Doc
19. MLB journeyman 
pitcher Dillon
20. Not don’t
21. Snubs someone
24. Where kids bathe
27. One might be in 
distress
30. Chair
31. Music industry honors 
(abbr.)
33. Dash
34. Owed
35. Caucasian language
37. One thousand (Span.)
39. Musical style drum 
and bass

41. Evergreen trees native 
to warm climates
42. Begin __: start fresh
44. Marshy outlets
47. A chicken lays one
48. Yemen’s largest city
49. Conversion rate
50. Single Lens Reflex
52. Atlanta rapper
53. Reduce the impor-
tance of
56. Faces of buildings
61. Something achieved
63. Distribute again
64. Tooth caregiver
65. 007’s creator

CLUES DOWN
 1. Skater Lipinksi
 2. Data
 3. Single step
 4. Destroyed financially
 5. Fail to interpret cor-
rectly
 6. Fava d’__: tree found 
in Brazil
 7. Vehicle
 8. Limited
 9. Old English
10. Aussie golfer Norman
11. Job
12. Loose-fitting under-
garments
13. Protected by 
balancing
14. Give up

17. Fifth note of a major 
scale
22. Extravagantly bright
23. Takes dictation
24. 19th letter of Greek 
alphabet
25. Rounded knob (biol-
ogy)
26. French philosopher 
Pierre
28. Mothers
29. Dardic ethnic group
32. Supports the rudder
36. An ugly evil-looking 
old woman
38. Of a fasting time
40. Filled with passengers
43. Below the ribs and 
above the hips
44. Binary-coded decimal
45. 51 is a famous one
46. Goes into a funk
51. Chief O’Hara actor 
54. Videocassette 
recorder
55. Scored perfectly
56. Type of tree
57. __ Spumante (Italian 
wine)
58. Popular commercial 
“pet”
59. Supreme god of 
Ancient Egyptians
60. Room in a home
62. __ and behold
CW181410
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The monthly senior citizen’s birth-
day celebration was held January 9, at 
the Staples Community Center with with 
the following celebrating January birth-
days - front row: Arvilla Dyer, Mel Wiens, 
Clara Motl; back: Rita Stone, Jeanie 
Huebner, Rose Hoemberg and Carol 

Olsen.  
The next birthday/anniversary cel-

ebration will be Tues., Feb. 13. The Se-
nior Center will also be having a Valen-
tine’s Day Party, Weds., Feb 14 along 
with free bingo. Call 218-894-2256 to 
register for the meal. 

January birthday celebration

First baby at Long Prairie
CentraCare Health - Long Prairie welcomed the 

first baby of 2018 on January 9. Brittany Simon and 
Kory Contreras, Long Prairie, welcomed their first 
child, Keegan Carl-David who weighed seven pounds, 
nine ounces. As the first baby, the family received a 
number of gifts.

Above, left to right: Jennifer Christensen, certi-
fied nurse midwife; Brittany Simon, baby Keegan, Kory 
Contreras and Madison Schweiters, RN.

Grandparents are David and Nancy Simon, Sta-
ples and Greg and Kristin Vanderheyden, Long Prairie. 
(Submitted photo)

Births reported at Lake-
wood heaLth system hospitaL 
in stapLes incLuded:

Born to Britne and Ja-
cob Anderson of  Wadena, 
a baby boy, Evan Leviticus 
weighing seven pounds, 14 
ounces on January 5, 2018.

Bor n to Jeney and 
Brian Christensen of  
Hewitt, a baby boy, Oliver 
Norman, weighing seven 
pounds, five ounces on 
January 8, 2018.

Born to Pearl and Nick 
Ylitalo of  Menahga, a baby 
boy, Caden Scott weighing  
eight pounds, 11 ounces 
on January 10, 2018.

Bor n to Kasey and 
Chris Odden of  Staples, a 
baby boy, Declan Christo-
pher weighing six pounds, 
12 ounces on January 10, 
2018.

Born to Marissa and 
Nick Murphy of  Randall, 
a baby boy, Gideon Reign 
weighing eight pounds, 
12 ounces on January 11, 
2018.

Hello World

Gertrud (Gert) Wild 
Schultenover of  Brooklyn 
Park, formerly of  Staples, 
passed away January 9, 
2018 at North Memorial 
Medical Center, Robbins-
dale, just two days shy of  
her 95th birthday.

Private family services 
were held, as was her re-
quest.

Gertrud was born Janu-
ary 11, 1923, in Cologne 
(Koeln am Rhein) Germany, 
to Wilhelm and Anna Wild.

She attended the Uni-
versity of  Cologne until it 
closed during World War 
II. She was employed as a 
secretary and linguist by 
the British Military Gov-
ernment and worked in the 
formation of  the post war 
German government. She 
met her future husband in 
1945, when he was working 
in the American Military 
Government after the war.
Gertrud left her hometown 
of  Cologne/Rhine, Germa-
ny in the autumn of  1947 
and emigrated to the U.S. 
She married Harold Schul-
tenover on October 11, 1947, 
at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Staples.

Gertrud worked for Tyr-
rell Implement, Oldsmo-

bile and Studebaker in 
Staples and for Mueller 
Motors in Staples.

She is survived by two 
sons, Ronald of  Burnsville 
and Mark of  Brooklyn 
Park; three grandsons; four 
great-grandsons; one sis-
ter, Ulrike Stadler and one 
nephew, Lutz Schmoele, of  
Germany; one sister-in-law, 
Nancy (Dale) Resch; nieces 
Peggy Hess Johnson and 
Kim Smythe; nephews, Pat-
rick Quance, Tim Quance, 
Jeff  Hess and Todd Hess. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband; 
parents; one brother, Egon 
of  Cologne, Germany and 
daughter-in-law, Patti.
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Gertrud Schultenover

Michael (Mike) Pat-
rick Lorber, 61, of  Motley 
passed away January 11, 
2018.

Funeral services will be 
held Friday, Jan. 19 at 11 
a.m. at the Casino Assem-
bly of  God Church, rural 
Pillager with Pastor Dan 
Johnson officiating. Visita-
tion will be held Thursday, 
Jan 18 from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
the church.

Michael was born Feb-
ruary 6, 1956 to Leo and 
Grace (Harvey) Lorber and 
was raised in Motley. He 
attended Motley Schools 
and later graduated from 
the heavy equipment pro-
gram at Staples Vo-Tech. 
He married Sandy Peter-
son on October 18, 1980. He 
spent his entire life in the 
area where he worked as 
a carpenter, cabinet maker 
and housing designer.

Mike is survived by his 
wife of  37 years; one son, 

Jeffery (Tiffany) Lorber; 
two daughters,  Nancy 
(David) Simon and Jenni-
fer (Douglas) Buscho; two 
brothers, Steve (Betty)  
Lorber and Lou (Martha) 
Lorber; 12 grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild and 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, family and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents and  
sister, Diane.
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Michael Lorber

Ann Stoll, 77 of  Pine 
River passed away Janu-
ary 11, 2018, at her home. 

Memorial services will 
be held Saturday, Jan. 20, 
at 1 p.m. at the Kline Fu-
neral Home, Pine River. 
Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the services. A 
lunch will follow at the 
Pine River American Le-
gion.

Arrangements are with 
the the Kline Funeral 
Home, Pine River.

Ann was born Decem-
ber 11, 1940, to Robert 
and Sarah Shepherd, in 
Glasgow, Scotland. She 
married Gene Stoll, on Au-
gust 29, 1960. She worked 
for Scorpion Snowmobiles 
in the 1970’s, raised three 
children in Staples and re-
tired as an employee from 
the Pine River-Backus 
School District. Ann was 
a member of  the Backus 
American Legion Auxil-
iary. She enjoyed bowling, 
knitting, crossword puz-

zles and playing bingo at 
the Legion.

She is survived by two 
sons, Dale Stoll of  Staples 
and Scott Stoll (Michele) 
of  Missoula, Montana; 
six grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Ann is preceded in 
death by her parents, hus-
band; one daughter, Donna 
Stoll and granddaughter, 
Bridgett Stoll. 
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Ann Stoll

Obituaries

m i n n e s o ta  s tat e  u n i -
versity moorhead  has an-
nounced its Dean’s List 
for Fall Semester 2017. To 
qualify, students must 
have completed 12 or more 
graded credits and main-
tain a grade point average 
of  3.25 or higher. Local stu-
dents named include:

o Carly Bell, Pillager
o Kylie Bendson, Staples
o Jordyn Glenz, Staples
o Brian Huber, Moor-

head (SMHS graduate)
o Chloe Jackson, Staples
o Kali Klimek, Motley
o Micayla Klinghagen, 

Motley
o Daniel Mushel, Cush-

ing
o Diane Poppenga, Sta-

ples
n o r t h  d a k o t a  s t a t e 

university, Fargo  has an-
nounced its Dean’s List 

for Fall Semester 2017. To 
qualify, students must 
earn a grade point average 
of  3.50 or higher and be en-
rolled in at least 12 credits. 
Local students named in-
clude:

o Jaelin Beachy, Staples
o Matthew Cherne, Pil-

lager
o  B r a n d o n  E p -

pelsheimer, Motley
o Josie Erickson, Cush-

ing
o Timothy Hepokoski, 

Staples
o Andrew Israelson, Sta-

ples
o Chelsea Nanik, Staples
o Lauren Nelson, Sta-

ples
o Emily Peters, Motley
o Jacob Scott, Pillager
o Dawn Swartz, Motley
o Luke Unger, Pillager.

Student Achievements

Andrea Mortensen and 
Justin Edin have joined 
the staff  at National Joint 
Powers Alliance® (NJPA).

Edin accepted a collab-
orative service worker po-
sition with Paul Bunyan 
Education Cooperative and 
Crow Wing County Collab-
orative Services through 
NJPA and provides spe-
cialized instruction to stu-
dents within Brainerd Pub-
lic Schools to help reduce 
special education referrals 
and out-of-home placement. 
He also conducts home vis-
its, provides transports, 
resources, communicates 
with outside agencies, and 
makes referrals for fami-
lies.

Previously, Edin worked 
as a special education 
teacher and as a practitio-
ner and program manager 
in the mental health field. 
Outside of  work, Edin en-
joys theater - both directing 

and performing. He serves 
as the artistic director of  
Lamp Camp, a summer 
drama camp he started in 
Staples. He’s also involved 
in Wadena’s drama camp 
and directs the Staples-
Motley High School fall 
play.

Edin lives in Staples 
with his wife, Tamber, and 
their daughter.

Mortensen filled an ad-
ministrative specialist po-
sition in the Education So-
lutions department. Prior 
to NJPA, Mortensen’s ex-
perience included the reor-
ganization and assistance 
with the sale of  a local 
waste company and work-
ing as a managed property 
administrator for 105 rent-
al units for a Brainerd area 
resort. Early in her career, 
Mortensen obtained her 
Illinois insurance license 
and opened a branch loca-
tion in Byron, Ill.

She brings strong cre-
ative and organizational 
skills, a can-do attitude, 
and a passion to learn 
and grow. Mortensen has 
a great love for volunteer 
work and has been active 
on many committees and 
organizations. She lives in 
Breezy Point with husband, 
Blake, and their two chil-
dren.

Both began their roles 
with NJPA in June 2017.

Mortensen, Edin 
join NJPA staff

Andrea Mortensen Justin Edin

Arvig is seeking entries 
for its annual essay contest 
where one area student will 
win a trip to Washington, 
D.C., for the Foundation for 
Rural Services (FRS) Youth 
Tour, June 2 - 6, 2018. 

The essay prompt for the 
contest is “Technology and 
Rural Life.” Essays and 
completed applications are 
due to Arvig by email be-
fore 11:59 p.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 28. 

The selected student 
will be one of  more than 
100 high school students 
from rural America who 
will win an all-expenses-
paid trip to visit our na-
tion’s capital for an inside 
look at the legislation and 
governmental process of  
the telecommunications 
industry. 

In 2017, Jordan Brink 
from Wadena-Deer Creek 
High School was selected 
to represent Arvig and her 
community at the Youth 
Tour.

“I’m so very grateful to 
Arvig for giving me the op-
portunity to attend the 2017 
FRS Youth Tour in Wash-
ington D.C.,” Brink wrote 

about her experience, fea-
tured on the Arvig Blog. 

“I met so many wonderful 
people from across the 
country. This trip is some-
thing that I will never for-
get.”

The FRS Youth Tour 
provides a forum for teens 
to meet and interact with 
their peers from other ru-
ral communities, key leg-
islative, regulatory and 
government figures. The 
delegates will explore his-
toric sites including the 
Lincoln Memorial, the U.S. 
Capitol, Mount Vernon and 
Arlington National Cem-
etery.

To be eligible, students 
must be high school stu-
dents, age 16 or 17 at the 
time of  the Youth Tour in 
June 2018 (FRS will not ac-
cept any student age 18 or 
older) and receive Arvig 
internet, telephone and/or 
television services at their 
residence. Students and 
their parents should visit 
arvig.net/youthtour to 
download the essay prompt 
and contest requirements, 
application forms and sub-
mission details. 

Arvig essay contest 
offers DC trip as prize
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City of Staples Summary Budget 2018
The purpose of this report is to provide summary 2018 budget information concerning the

City of Staples to interested citizens. The budget is published in accordance with 
Minn. Stat. Sec. 471.6965.  This budget is not complete:  The complete budget may be
examined at City Hall, 122 6th St NE. The City Council approved the budget on December 12, 2017. 

Table 1
Governmental Funds 2018 Adopted Budget

Budgeted Governmental Funds
2016 
Actual

2017
 Budget

2018
 Adopted

Revenues
Property taxes 854,516$         871,709$         904,236$        
All other taxes 318,075           310,000           391,000          
Special assessments 138,908           110,816           104,091          
Licenses and permits 155,749           51,720              51,719             
Intergovernmental revenues
Federal 143,683           34,832              35,000             
State 1,402,122        1,144,039        1,199,421       
County ‐                    ‐                    ‐                   
Other Local Units ‐                    ‐                    ‐                   

Charges for services 204,410           445,663           442,191          
Fines and forfeits 27,924              28,000              28,000             
Interest on investments 29,568              40,500              34,830             
Miscellaneous 48,028              25,500              57,500             
Total Revenues 3,322,983$      3,062,779$      3,247,988$     

Other Financing Sources
Proceeds from borrowing ‐                   
Transfers from other funds 60,000$           60,000$           60,000$          

Expenditures
Current:
General Government 422,515$         378,230$         400,145$        
Public Safety 837,362           852,969           894,833          
Streets and Highways 531,761           427,581           432,078          
Culture and Recreation 83,600              141,176           111,139          
Economic Development 194,119           122,774           199,208          
Miscellaneous 62,728              64,200              61,350             

Total Current Expenditures 2,132,085        1,986,930        2,098,753       
Debt Service ‐ Principal 478,723           463,000           479,000          
Interest and Fiscal Charges 303,987           276,931           265,878          
Capital Outlay 325,931           809,225           546,187          
Total Expenditures 3,240,726$      3,536,086$      3,389,818$     

Other Financing Uses
Transfers to Other Funds ‐                    ‐                    ‐                   

Increase (Decrease) in Fund Balance 142,257$         (413,307)$        (81,830)$         

Property Tax Levy Required to Fund the 2018 Budget 896,828$         930,707$         963,234$        

CITY OF STAPLES Table 2
Enterprise Funds 2018 Adopted Budget

Community 
Center Sewer Water Electric 2018 Adopted 

Budget
2017 Adopted 

Budget 2016 Actual

Operating Revenues
Charges for services 48,251$        609,717$   553,674$   3,190,390$   4,402,032$      4,485,182$        3,567,506$      
Other operating revenue 79,305          ‐              42,464        8,500             130,269            64,800                157,275            

Operating Expenses
Personal Services 195,322        192,697     193,753     565,947         1,147,719        1,117,023          1,130,044         
Contractual Services 56,800          80,250        61,713        273,002         471,765            480,811              210,427            
Supplies 12,950          67,600        63,750        84,500           228,800            210,648              444,833            
Purchase of energy ‐                 ‐              ‐              1,788,909     1,788,909        1,822,140          1,429,716         
Heat, Light, Power 45,900          64,500        30,000        8,500             148,900            145,800              121,548            
Depreciation ‐                 ‐              ‐              ‐                  ‐                    ‐                      444,570            
Total Operating Expenses 310,972$      405,047$   349,216$   2,720,858$   3,786,093$      3,776,422$        3,781,138$      

Operating Income (Loss) (183,416)$     204,670$   246,922$   478,032$       746,208$         773,560$           (56,357)$           

Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses)
Property Taxes 58,998          ‐              ‐              ‐                  58,998              58,998                42,312              
Intergovernmental  119,418        ‐              ‐              ‐                  119,418            106,356              108,458            
Interest Earnings 5,000             1,000          4,000          6,200             16,200              17,200                12,571              
Interest and Fiscal Charges (34,549)      (36,835)          (71,384)             (79,340)               (80,495)             
Total Nonoperating Revenues (Expenses) 183,416        1,000          (30,549)      (30,635)          123,232            103,214              82,846              

Income (Loss) Before Operating Transfers ‐                 205,670     216,373     447,397         869,440            876,774              26,489              

Operating Transfers In (Out) ‐                 (10,000)      (10,000)      (40,000)          (60,000)             (60,000)               (60,000)             

Net Income (Loss) ‐$                   195,670$   206,373$   407,397$       809,440$         816,774$           (33,511)$           

3pn
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MINUTES 
TODD COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS 
DECEMBER 28, 2017

Call to Order
The Todd County Board 

of  Commissioners met in 
the Commissioner’s Board 
Room in the City of  Long 
Prairie, MN on the 28th 
day of  December, 2017 at 
9:00 a.m. The meeting was 
called to order by Chair-
person Erickson.  The 
meeting was opened with 
the Pledge of  Allegiance. 
All Commissioners were 
present.

Approval of Agenda
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded by Becker, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote. To ap-
prove the agenda as pre-
sented.

Consent Agenda
On motion by Neumann 

and seconded by Becker, 
the following motion and 
resolution was introduced 
and adopted by unanimous 
vote:

To approve the Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Minutes 
for December 19, 2017 as 
presented.

Auditor-Treasurer
On motion by Kircher 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To 
approve  the  Commis-

sioner Warrants number 
47844 through 47952 in the 
amount of  $100,914.43.

On motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To ap-
prove the Health & Human 
Services Warrants number 
701781 through 701961 in 
the amount of  $152,101.48 
and War rants number 
513381 through 513389 in 
the amount of  $23,574.32.

On motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Kircher, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To ap-
prove the attached Hands 
of  Hope Lease Agreement 
to be effective January 1 - 
December 31, 2018.

On motion by Becker 
and seconded by Kircher, 
the following resolution 
was introduced and adopt-
ed by unanimous vote:

DESIGNATING 
POLLING PLACES FOR 
ABSENTEE and MAIL 
BALLOT PRECINCTS 

WITHIN TODD COUNTY 
FOR THE 

2018 ELECTION CYCLE
WHEREAS, Minnesota 

Statutes 204B.16, subd 1 
requires, by ordinance or 
resolution, to designate 
polling places for the up-
coming year, and;

WHEREAS,  it is im-
portant that the citizens of  
Todd County are provided 

accessible and equipped 
polling locations to exer-
cise their right to vote, and;

WHEREAS, changes to 
the polling place location 
may be made at least 90 
days before the next elec-
tion if  the authorized poll-
ing place becomes unavail-
able for use, and;

WHEREAS, changes to 
the polling place locations 
may be made in the case 
of  an emergency when it 
is necessary to ensure a 
safe and secure location for 
voting pursuant to Minne-
sota Statutes 204B.175 and 
204B.181.

NOW, THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED, that 
the Todd County Board 
of  Commissioners hereby 
designates the following 
polling place for the Todd 
County Absentee Precinct 
and the City of  Swanville’s 
Mail Ballot Precinct for 
elections conducted in 2018 
to be:

Todd County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Offi ce

215 1st Ave. S, Suite 201
Long Prairie, MN  56347
BE IT FURTHER RE-

SOLVED, that in the event 
that the County of  Todd 
would require to call a spe-
cial election not held on the 
day of  a statewide election 
that the polling places of  
the County’s Municipali-
ties along with the Todd 
County Absentee Precinct 
will be utilized dependent 

on the needs of  the County 
of  Todd.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, that the Todd 
County Auditor-Treasurer 
is hereby authorized to 
designate a replacement 
polling place meeting the 
requirements of  Minne-
sota Statutes for the poll-
ing place designated here-
with if  said place becomes 
unavailable for use by the 
County of  Todd.

AND BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the Todd 
County Auditor-Treasurer 
is hereby authorized to 
designate an emergency 
replacement polling place 
meeting the requirements 
of  Minnesota Statutes for 
any polling place designat-
ed in this resolution when 
necessary to ensure a safe 
and secure location for vot-
ing.

On motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Becker, 
the following resolution 
was introduced and adopt-
ed by unanimous vote:
TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

- COUNTY DITCH 18 
REPAIR PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Todd 
County Board of  Commis-
sioners have approved and 
authorized a repair project 
on County Ditch 18 as a 
result of  Public Hearings 
held on April 11, 2017 and 
May 22, 2017, and;

WHEREAS, the County 
Ditch 18 Fund does not have 

suffi cient funds to pay the 
authorized County Ditch 
18 repair project expenses 
and the repair project as-
sessments will be collected 
over a period of  time, yet to 
be determined, via special 
assessments.

NOW, THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED, that 
the Todd County Board 
of  Commissioners hereby 
authorize the transfer of  
funds in the amount of  
$300,000 from Fund 01-Gen-
eral Revenue to Fund 40 - 
County Ditches/County 
Ditch 18.

BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, that these funds 
plus interest will be reim-
bursed to Fund 01 - Gen-
eral Revenue as Minnesota 
Statute 103E.655 allows. 

Tri County Health 
Care

Mike Ittner, EMS Man-
ager from Tri County 
Health Care provided a 
presentation to the County 
Board regarding the “Stop 
the Bleed” nationwide 
campaign.

Solid Waste
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded Neumann, 
the following resolution 
was introduced and adopt-
ed by unanimous vote:

A RESOLUTION TO 
APPROVE 2018 SOLID 
WASTE ENTERPRISE 

FUND BUDGET
WHEREAS, the Todd 

County Board of  Com-
missioners are required 
to adopt an annual budget 
and certify it to the County 
Auditor;

NOW, THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED, the 
Todd County Board of  

Todd County Commissioners Minutes

See TCC on page 9a
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NOTICE 
MEADOWBROOK 

TOWNSHIP MEETING/
BOARD OF AUDIT

The February meeting 
for Meadowbrook Town-
ship will be held Tuesday, 
February 13, 2018, 7:30 p.m. 
at the Leader Community 
Hall. 

The Board of  Audit will 
follow the regular meeting. 
Citizens are encouraged to 
attend.

Darlene Rollins, Clerk
Meadowbrook Township
                                      3-4pnc

TODD COUNTY
PLANNING 

COMMISSION
215 1st Ave. South, 

Suite 103
Long Prairie, 

Minnesota  56347
320-732-4420

Notice is hereby given 
that on Thursday, Febru-
ary 1, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
the Todd County Planning 
Commission will hold a 
public hearing in the Com-
missioners Meeting Room, 
215 First Ave. South, Long 
Prairie to consider the fol-
lowing applications.

1) Land Use Ordinance 
Proposed Changes:

An application request 
to add to the Todd County 
Land Use Ordinance, Sec-
tion 7.11 Agriculture Use 
Standards, was received 
from Latimer Lake Asso-
ciation with support letters 
from Osakis Lake Associa-
tion, Lake Beauty Associa-
tion, Big Swan Lake Asso-
ciation and Big Swan Lake 
Improvement District.

The proposed addition 
would restrict livestock 
access on those lakes with 
DNR public boat land-
ings in an effort to reduce 
shoreline bank erosion, re-
duce nutrients to the lake, 
and reduce direct deposi-
tion of  animal waste into 
these waters - adding e-coli.

The proposal will be pre-
sented and discussed with 
opportunity for public in-
put. The proposed changes 
are available for review on 
the Todd County website.

All persons interested 
are invited to attend said 
hearing and be heard on 
these matters.

 
Todd County Planning 
Commission
Michael Wiener, 
Chairperson
 3pnc

NOTICE 
NJPA 

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL

National Joint Pow-
ers Alliance (NJPA) is-
sues this Request For Pro-
posal (RFP), on behalf  of  
Todd-Wadena Community 
Corrections to result in a 
contract for Auditing Ser-
vices. Details of  this RFP 
are available beginning 
January 18, 2018. Details 
may be obtained by letter 
of  request to Chris Rob-
inson at chris.robinson@
njpacoop.org. 

Proposals will be re-
ceived until February 22, 
2018 at 4:30 p.m. Central 
Time at NJPA, 202 12th 
Street Northeast, Staples, 
MN  56479, and opened Feb-
ruary 23, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. 
Central Time.
                                         3pnc 

NOTICE
TODD COUNTY 
REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSAL (RFP) 
FOR AQUATIC 

INVASIVE SPECIES 
PROGRAM

Todd County is the re-
cipient of  County Program 
Aid grant funds for Aquat-
ic Invasive Species (AIS) 
prevention from the state 
of  Minnesota as a result of  
2014 Session Law Chapter 
308. It is anticipated this 
will be an ongoing aid pro-
gram, dependent on deci-
sions by the Legislature.  
The purpose of  these funds 
is to “prevent the introduc-
tion or limit the spread of  
aquatic invasive species at 
all the access sites within 
the county” (MN Statutes 
477A.19).

The purpose of  this RFP 
is to facilitate the disburse-
ment of  these funds to par-
ties interested in conduct-
ing work to facilitate this 
purpose.

Todd County is solicit-
ing Local Gover nment 
Units (LGU) and/or private 
businesses for proposals 
for the Todd County AIS 
Program in 2018. The de-
tails of  this RFP can be 
found on the Todd County 
website. Contact the Todd 
County Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) 
with questions at 320-732-
2644. Applications are due 
February 5, 2018.  
 2-3pnc

Public Notices

Commissioners hereby ap-
proves the following as the 
2018 Budget for the Solid 
Waste Enterprise Fund of  
the County of  Todd, Min-
nesota and directs that it 
be forwarded to the County 
Auditor.

(See Solid Waste Chart)

Administration
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded by Kircher, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted by 
unanimous vote: To autho-
rize the adoption of  the AF-
SCME HHS Unit Collective 
Bargaining Agreement for 
2018 - 2020.

On motion by Kneisl 
and seconded by Kircher, 
the following motion as 
introduced and adopted 
by majority vote with 
Neumann abstaining: To 
authorize the adoption of  
the HHS Director market 
grade override adjustment 
from Grade 18 to Grade 19 
and placement at Step 7 ef-
fective January 7, 2018.

On motion by Kircher 
and seconded by Neumann, 
the following motion was 
introduced and adopted 
by unanimous vote: To 
authorize the adoption of  
the Public Works Director 
market grade override ad-
justment from Grade 18 to 
Grade 19 and placement at 
Step 7 effective January 7, 
2018.

Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Report

The Auditor-Treasurer 
had no activities to report.

Commissioner’s 
Report

The Commissioners re-
ported on the meetings that 
they had attended. 
Coordinator’s Report

The Coordinator re-
ported on the meetings 
attended and projects in-
progress.

Adjourn
On motion by Kneisl 

and seconded by Neumann, 
the meeting was adjourned 
for the month of  December 
2017.

COMMISSIONERS WARRANTS
Vendor Name  $ Amount
ACCURATE 
   CONTROLS INC ............$12,620.71 
ALEX PRO FIREARMS, 
   LLC .................................... 3,260.00 

ALL STATE 
   COMMUNICATIONS ....... 2,500.00 
AXON ENTERPRISE, 
   INC. .................................... 3,183.27 
CENTRAL TODD CTY. 
   CARE CENTER ................ 3,577.13 
CHAMBERLAIN OIL 
   COMPANY ........................ 2,072.35 
EMERGENCY AUTO. 
   TECH ................................. 2,692.89 
KRIS ENGINEERING....... 24,221.00 
MCIT .................................... 2,500.00 
MORRISON CO PUBLIC 
   HEALTH SERV ................. 2,464.29 
OLSON’S TRUCK & 
   TRACTOR SER ................. 2,137.54 
ROYAL TIRE ........................ 2,118.11 
SATELLITE TRACKING 
   OF PEOPLE (STOP) ......... 3,460.00 
96 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000.................... 34,107.14 
Total ........................ $100,914.43 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
WARRANTS

Vendor Name  $ Amount
DANIEL FUNERAL 
   HOME - ST CLOUD........$3,900.00 
DHS - SWIFT .....................17,125.23 
V#13920 - COST EFF. 
   HEALTH INSURANCE .. 2,322.54 
EMBLOM BRENNY 
   FUNERAL SERVICE - 
   LITTLE FALLS ............... 3,500.00 
V#15316 - COST EFF.
   HEALTH INSURANCE .. 3,066.90 
INFO. SYSTEM CORP ......22,296.00 
RURAL MN CEP INC .......42,041.95 
SAND CREEK 
   GROUP LTD .................... 2,162.50 
V#15315 - COST EFF.
   HEALTH INSURANCE .. 2,183.64 
US POSTAL SERVICE ....... 4,572.00 
171 PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 ...................48,930.72 
Total ............................... $152,101.48 

Vendor Name  $ Amount
MCMAHON/
   DEENA M .......................10,972.50 
MERIDIAN SERVICES 
   INC ................................... 2,010.43 
NORTH HOMES CHILD. 
   & FAMILY SRVS.............. 7,980.00 
PAYMENTS LESS 
   THAN $2,000 .................... 2,611.39 
Total .........................$23,574.32 

On a motion by Erick-
son and secondeded by 
Becker, the preceding min-
utes of  the County Board 
meeting held December 28, 
2017 were duly approved 
by unanimous vote at the 
Todd County Board of  
Commissioners at the Reg-
ular Board Meeting held on 
January 2, 2018.

Witness my hand and seal:

Randy Neumann, 
Todd County Board 
Chairperson

Denise Gaida, Todd County
Auditor-Treasurer
                                         3pnc

Todd County
Commissioners 

Minutes
TCC continued from page 8a

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/14/2018 Central

More ads on next page>
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The Staples Motley Speech team started their 2018 season, at  the meet  in 
Peqout Lakes, Jan. 13. It was tough competition with 20 teams - including some AA 
schools - participating. Twenty-seven SMHS team members participated, some in 
two categories. Their efforts resulted in a second place showing for the team (above).

SMHS will host their home tournament, Saturday, Feb. 10 and on Feb. 27 they 
will compete in Little Falls.

SMHS speech team second at PL

Medalists 
at Pequot

  Front,  left  to 
right:  Jayden  Frie-
del, Delaney Larsen, 
Alex  Erickson,  An-
drew Bates, Isabelle 
VanAlst; back: Kal-
lee  Abbas,  Kr ys-
tal  Yoder,  Amber 
Deegan  and  Marie 
Brings. 

Placings: Krystal Yoder, 5th, Creative Expres-
sion; Alex Erickson and Andrew Bates, 2nd in Duo and 
Alex, 3rd  in Humor and Andrew, 2nd  in Storytelling; 
Izzy VanAlst, 6th, Extemp Speaking; Jaydon Friedel, 
6th, Drama; Amber Deegan, 4th, Great Speeches; Ari 
Brings, 3rd, Great Speeches and 5th, Poetry; Kallee 
Abbas, 6th, Poetry and 6th, Prose; Delaney Larson, 
4th, Poetry).  

Team members receiving ribbons of excellence 
in their categories included: Sadie Thompson, Extemp 
Reading; Johannah Piconnatto, Extemp Reading and 
Discussion; Amber Deegan, Drama; Delaney Larson, 
Drama; Caden Mrazek, Humor; Samantha Mrazek, Original Oratory and Prose; Lilly 
Niemi, Informative; Jens Klemm, Prose. 

Right: This year’s captains are Delaney Larsen and Alex Erickson. (Submitted 
photos)

Meryl Wegner started 
work for Todd County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) in 1966, a 
year after the SWCD was 
formed. He started as a 
district aide moved into 
the position of  a conserva-
tion technician. He worked 
for the SWCD for 39 years 
and remembers the job 
fondly as everyday was dif-
ferent and working with 
landowners was reward-
ing. Meryl has continued 
to keep busy planting trees, 
enjoying the outdoors and 
most recently maintaining 
a vineyard. 

E a rly  o n  t h e  s t a f f  
worked on establishing 
contour strips for landown-
ers as a measure to reduce 
soil erosion. These worked 
well and were in high de-
mand and many thousands 
of  acres were established. 
Meryl commented that few 
of  these original strips are 
no longer in place due to 
changes in farming prac-
tices and bigger equipment 
used on modern farms. 

Another focus was es-
tablishment of  livestock 
watering ponds which in-
cluded controlled access 
and fencing to serve the 
many small farms – most 
with livestock in one form 
or another. These practic-
es have also changed with 
livestock numbers staying 
the same but concentrated 
in fewer but larger opera-
tions. He was also part of  
staking out numerous 
wildlife ponds working 
with MN DNR and USFW.

For 39  years Meryl 
worked with landowners 
planting trees, sometimes 
involving over a month of  
long planting days. Tree 
planning would start soon 
after the years planting 

was complete, planning for 
the next years planting site 
projects. Meryl remembers 
one year planting trees on 
over 40 sites. He still sees 
some of  the trees growing 
around the county. After 
retirement, Meryl’s come 
back and driven tractor 
during tree planting sea-
son for the district. He 
has planted extensively on 
his own property and pur-
chased a tree planter for 
his own use. Some of  his-
tree planting and tree work 
was to done to support re-
forestation work – made 
easier in those days since 
a MN DNR forester was lo-
cated in the USDA Service 
Center.

Meryl and Gre g Os-
trowski have worked to-
gether staking out feedlot 
and ag waste improvement 
projects – most cost shared 
through NRCS. He’s assist-
ed other agencies over the 
years with surveys, field 
measurements of  shore-
line erosion, field erosion 
and water monitoring of  
ground and surface water.

Meryl has seen the start 
of  many new developments 
during his 39 years. Feedlot 
rules developed and imple-
mented statewide, water 
plans were developed and 
mandated statewide and 
the Wetland Conservation 
Act (WCA) passed in the 
early 1990s. Meryl faced 
his biggest challenge with 
the WCA process and rules, 
recalling several cases that 
he worked to resolve.

When asked what he 
sees different today Meryl 
commented; computers 
and paperwork. Back in 
the day, technicians made 
landowner appointments 
and met them on their land 
and most notes and draw-
ings were done by hand. 
Slower but a better connec-
tion was made with land-
owners. Nowadays every-
thing’s online but it creates 

more paperwork it seems. 
Meryl retired in 2006, 

but when the SWCD staff  
was preparing for the 50th 
Anniversary, Meryl’s notes, 
memory and old news ar-
ticles helped fill in gaps of  
the districts history. For 
the last two years Meryl’s 
old fishing boat has been 
the boat SWCD staff  have 
used for water quality 
monitoring of  the 11 lakes 
throughout Todd County. 
He said he likes the work 
the SWCD is currently do-
ing, specifically mention-
ing the newsletter and En-
viro-Fest. 

Every year he sti l l 
makes a point to plant trees 
saying Norway Pine is his 
favorite because of  how 
well it does in Todd County. 
Two years ago Meryl lost 
a large planting of  trees 
in an accidental grass fire. 
He replanted 500 trees this 
past spring. He chuckled 
saying Greg Nolan and 
Marcia Rapatz actually did 
the planting but he had ev-
erything laid out exactly 
how he wanted it planted 
before they got there. 

Meryl is an avid winter 
fisherman, deer hunter 
and outdoorsman and in 
his free time he also gar-
dens with his wife Linda. 
They raise vegetables, 
raspberries, native and cul-
tivated plants around their 
property. They volunteer 
weekly at the Food Pantry. 
Meryl drives food from 
Walmart to Long Prairie 
that provides restock food 
for re-stocking the shelves. 

Meryl and Linda also 
have 900 grape vines grow-
ing in their backyard. They 
supply grapes for Dragon 
Willow Winery, a new busi-
ness outside of  Long Prai-
rie their daughter and son-
in-law operate. Meryl helps 
with maintaining and har-
vesting the vineyards at 
both locations. 

Wegner receives SWCD 
Land Stewardship Award

Meryl Wegner  recieves  the Land Stewardship 
Award plaque  from Todd County SWCD Supervisor 
Dale Katterhagen. (Submitted photo)

Service to the SWCD
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a mental low at around 30 
miles during the Superior 
100 mile race. The lows 
leave you feeling drained, 
Ben shared, adding, “You 
wonder what you are doing 
to yourself  and if  it’s 
worth it.”

The race in Superior 
started at 8 a.m. on a 
Friday and Ben crossed the 
finish line the following 
Saturday at 10:05 p.m. Run-
ners are given 38 hours to 
finish and although there 
are occasional breaks for 
nourishment and a trip 
to the wooded bathroom, 
there are no opportuni-
ties to sleep. Sometimes he 
would walk for a few miles 
until he felt good enough to 
resume running, Ben said. 
“Only the elites run the 
entire time,” he added.

Ben credits the support 
of  his friends with helping 
him get to the finish line on 
time, especially after hit-
ting a mental and physical 
wall at around 30 miles. “I 
knew they’d be meeting 
me at the 50-mile mark,” 
he said. The friends, called 
‘pacers,’ ran for a stretch 
with Ben, offering the 
encouragement and emo-
tional strength he needed 
to keep going.

By the time he reached 
the finish line, he’d been up 
for 41 hours, Ben said. He 
recalls sitting down by a 
fire, drying off  his feet and 
having a beer.

Yes, he was exhausted 
at that point, but his mind 
was racing, Ben recalled. 
Before heading back to Sta-
ples, he slept in his van for 
about six hours and then 
drove home.

To date, Ben has par-
ticipated in ten 100-mile 
races and finished five. 
After twisting his knee at 
a race in Iowa last Decem-
ber, Ben said he’s slowly 
building himself  back up 
for the Zumbro 100 Endur-
ance Run in April. In addi-
tion, he’s participated in 
approximately 15 other 
ultra races over the past 
few years, such as 50K’s.

He always learns some-
thing from the races he’s 
not been able to finish. 
“Sometimes you figure 
out nutrition or hydration 
strategies, or problems 
that you had that caused 
you to not finish,” Ben said. 
Sometimes there is some-
thing specific to a particu-
lar course that a runner 
needs more training on; 
or it could be a “mental 
toughness thing,” he went 
on, “something that you 
should or should not have 
let your mind dwell on.” 
Sometimes, the success of  
a race could be affected by 
the runner’s gear...wearing 
the correct shoes or socks; 
knowing when to change 
or not to change them.

He recalled his first 
ultramarathon attempt in 
2013, a 50-mile race in Supe-
rior. At one point, he felt 
so sick he rested on a rock 
for two hours, overlooking 
a valley. Eventually, some 
sweepers found him and 
gave him some salt tablets 
and he was able to get back 
on his feet. Although he 
didn’t finish that race, Ben  
said he often goes back to 
that rock in his mind and 
draws strength from the 

memory. 
“I’ve learned a lot,” he 

says again of  his running 
experiences.

Ben’s also learned to 

stop and look once in 
awhile during an ultrama-
rathon because, “you will 
never see that same spot in 
the same way ever again.”

Ray Austin, President of the Mid Minnesota Builders Association and Colleen 
Faacks, MMBA Chief Administrative Officer, spoke to Staples-Motley students about 
careers in the construction trades industry. They told students there’s a labor short-
age right now and many companies will hire students right out of high school and 
give them on the job training. They showed a video that predicted a 20 to 35 percent 
projected growth in various building trades. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Construction jobs available

Builders roundtable
Representatives from the Mid-Minnesota Builders Association chatted with 

Staples-Motley students about opportunities in the building trades industry. Top, 
representatives of Nor-Son Construction of Brainerd talk about commercial building 
opportunities. Bottom, a rep from Neumann Construction talks about roofing. Other 
companies participating included Simonson Lumber, Advantage Seamless Gutters, 
Crow Wing Power and SCR Companies. (Staples World photos by Mark Anderson)

Out on the trail
Ben Bestland 

of Staples competed 
at the Superior 100-
mile race last Sep-
tember, described 
by  blogger Jul ie 
Moulton as being “a 
rugged course on a 
difficult trail through 
remote Superior Na-
tional Forest.”  To 
date, Bestland has 
par ticipated in ten 
100-mile races and 
f in ished f i ve.  He 
plans to compete at 
the Zumbro 100 En-
durance Run in April. 
(Submitted photos courtesy of Julie Moulton)

A few more miles to go
Ben Bestland, second from left, emerged from 

the forest at the final aid station during the 100 mile 
Superior Trail Race last September, with just five min-
utes to spare to be allowed to continue on to the finish. 
Runners must finish the race within 38 hours. Bestland 
was the last to cross the finish line with a time of 38:05. 
Pictured with him are pacers Ryan Yearly (left) and Jill 
Maine. (Submitted photo courtesy of Julie Moulton)

Resting his feet
Ben Bestland developed severe trench foot dur-

ing the 100 mile ultramarathon last fall in the Superior 
National Forest. Fellow runner Julie Moulton, who was 
a pacer at the race, taped up his feet as best she could 
about half way through the race. He’s pictured at the 
end of the race, drying his blistered feet by the fire and 
relaxing with a beer. (Submitted photo courtesy of Julie 
Moulton)

BESTLAND continued from page 1a

Support from friends keeps him going; 
something learned from every event
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By Mark Anderson
News Editor

The Staples-Motley girls 
basketball team put a scare 
in the two top teams in the 
Mid State Conference, but 
lost at Pequot Lakes 59-47 
on Jan. 9 and lost to Park 
Rapids 72-52 on Jan. 12. 
Both opponents are unde-
feated in conference play 
this year.

Against Pequot Lakes, 
the Cardinals took a nine 
point halftime deficit and 
cut it to one in the second 
half. “We had energy and 
were focused on the game 
plan,” said Coach Craig 
Wolhowe. “Unfortunately 
they hit some shots late 
and got the win.”

Against Park Rapids, it 
was a similar story. The 
Cardinals used balanced 
scoring cut a 16 point sec-
ond half  deficit down to 

eight before drifting away 
in the last part of  the game.

“We had a very nice start 
but we were not able to 
sustain our focus and ef-
fort,” said Wolhowe. “Park 
Rapids is a solid team and 
keeps the pressure on you.”

The Cardinals still only 
have one win on the season 
but get closer with every 
game. “We’re young and 
continue to grow,” said 
Wolhowe.

Team results
Staples-Motley 47
Pequot Lakes 59
Scoring: Claire Wolhowe 21, 

Jena Dvorak 8, Kiara Storry 
6, Tabatha Allen 4, Kaitlyn 
Smith 3, Kaila Erbe 2, Kiera 
Dumpprope 2, Haley Cichos 1

Staples-Motley 52
Park Rapids 72
S c o r i n g :  Wo l h owe  2 - , 

Dumpprope 8, Erbe 4, Cichos 
4, Smith 4, Dvorak 3, Addison 
Lorber 3, Bella Martin 2, Allen 
2, Elizabeth Kobliska 2

Lady Cardinals push conference leaders

Emma Gerard dribbles around a Park Rapids de-
fender. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Dribble drive

Kearra Mikel takes the ball inside. (Staples World 
photo by Mark Anderson)

Going to the hoop

Bella Martin makes a move to the basket. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

Ball handling

By Mark Anderson
News Editor

T h e  S t ap l e s - M o t l e y 
wrestling team took care 
of  business from the first 
match to the last as they de-
feated Wadena-Deer Creek 
49-6 on Jan. 9.

“That was the best we 
have wrestled as a team in 
a long time,” said Coach 
Dave Anglin. “Our only 
two losses were to good 
kids and we only gave up 
three points in each one. 
That’s how you win match-
es, the kids have to believe 
we can do that every time.”

The last few weights 
were double forfeits so no 
points were awarded.

The Cardinals also wres-
tled at the Bertha-Hewitt/
Verndale/Parkers Prairie 
tournament on Jan. 13, 
placing fourth out of  11 
teams.

“We had a couple of  
matches where we thought 
we could have done better, 
but overall we wrestled as 
well as could be  expected,” 
said Anglin.

The team had two cham-
pions, Spencer Miller at 
126 and Owen Bjerga at 145. 
Payton Bjerga defeated a 
wrestler he had lost to ear-
lier in the year on his way 
to fifth place at 106 pounds.

“We had a lot of  people 
place in a tough tourna-
ment,” said Anglin. “Out 
of  13 kids wrestling, they 

all finished in the top 
eight.”

Team results
S-M 49,   W-D 6
106 P. Bjerga W 8-4; 113 

Sam Jennissen W fall; 120 
Kristian Thompson W fall; 
126 Brayden Christensen W ff; 
132 S. Miller W ff; 138 Logan 
Weite W 8-0; 145 O. Bjerga W 
fall; 152 D.Holmberg W fall; 160 
J.Lisson L 3-2; 170 James Eh-
resman W ff; 182 Isaac Swend-
srud L 4-0; 195, 220, 285 double 
ff

B-H/V/PP Tourney
106 P. Bjerga 5th, 113 S. Jen-

nissen 6th, 120 K.Thompson 
5th, 126 S. Miller 1st, 132 B. 
Christensen 6th, 145 O.Bjerga 
1st, 152 D. Holmberg 4th, 160 J. 
Lisson 6th, 285 Kyle Serich 4th

Jonathon Lisson, bottom position, 
looks like he’s in trouble against Wade-
na-Deer Creek, but seconds later he 

escaped for a reversal in the last minute 
to take the lead in the match. (Staples 
World photo by Mark Anderson)

Working from below

Tabatha Allen and Kiera Dumpprope go up for a 
defensive rebound. (Staples World photo by Mark An-
derson)

Clearing the boards

By Mark Anderson
News Editor

On Jan 9, against Cros-
by-Ironton, the Cardinals 
fell behind early. “It was 
a little different than our 
other games in that we 
came out a little flat and 
were not able to get into 
our tempo at all,” said 
Coach Micheal Poncelet.

It got worse in the sec-
ond half. “We got discour-
aged a little and things 
started to fall apart,” said 
Poncelet. “A lot of  credit 
to our guys who fixed 
themselves mentally and 
dug themselves out of  a 17 
point hole. 

Near the end of  the 
game, Griffin Webster hit 
a big free throw to tie it up 
but C-I made a tough shot 
at the buzzer. “They got a 
win they deserved,” said 
Poncelet.

Against Park Rapids on 
Jan. 11, the Cards took a 
first half  lead, but lost it 
late in the second half.

“Offensively we were 
good enough to win that 
game, we had our chances,” 
said Poncelet.  “The inabil-
ity to make a stop when it 
matters did us in.”

The coach says the team 
continues to be plagued by 
missed free throws.

The two losses drop the 
Cards to 1-3 in the confer-
ence games.

“Obviously we would 
like to win those games but 
playing close games after 
close games is going to be 
invaluable when we get 
into March,” said Poncelet.

Team results
S-M 68, C-I 70
Scoring: G. Webster 25, 

Josh Lombard 23, Brayden 
Losh 11, Derek Kennedy 3, 
Max Giza 3, Chase Davis 3.

S-M 55, Park Rapids 59
Kennedy 14, Webster 13, 

Losh 13, Lombard 11, Scout 
Strickland 3, Giza 1.

Cardinals close in two 
conference games

Dalton Holmberg starts to turn his opponent just 
before recording a pin. (Staples World photo by Mark 
Anderson)

Locking up a pin

Wrestlers show their 
skills to home crowd

Thursday Twilight 
League Bowling 
Wadena Lanes

Jan. 11, 2018
1. Staples Vet Clinic 22.5-13.5
2. Mason Bros. 21.5-14.5
3. Ted and Gen’s 21.5-14.5
4. Spectrum Marketing 17-19
5. Lefty’s 15.5-20.5
6. Ghost Team 10-26 
HigH Team SerieS- 
Staples Vet Clinic  
   and Mason Bros 1,719
HigH Team game- 
Staples Vet Clinic    615 

HigH ind. SerieS/ HigH gameS
Tia Freitag  640 244-239
Ruth Lugert  546 199-185
Marge Harrison  499 189
Amber Block 475 200
Sadie Bendson 435 178
Julie Schwinghammer
 132 +24 pins
                                                   over av.

Scout Strickland drives past a Park Rapids de-
fender. (Staples World photo by Mark Anderson)

Heading to the hoop

By Ray Gildow

As we enter 2018 we have 
much to be thankful for as 
outdoor enthusiasts, but 
we also must continue to 
be vigilant regarding some 

key issues facing those of  
us who love the outdoors.

Wolves
The wolf  population 

in Minnesota is growing 
to levels that are creating 
problems for people and 

animals. Minnesota Sena-
tor Amy Klobuchar has co-
sponsored a bill, S-164, that 
would delist wolves allow-
ing for hunting and trap-
ping in Minnesota, Michi-

Critical issues facing  
outdoor enthusiasts

See ISSUES on page 3b
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additional 35¢ each word (one week)
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Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________
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Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DeaDline:  5 p.m. Monday

 $975
/wk.

Your ad will appear Thursday in the

and Saturday in the  

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

205
Help Wanted

Hardware Hank, Motley 
now hiring FT & PT posi-
tions. Apply within.  2-4p

Drivers-CDL: Family 
Owned=Family Time! Top 
Pay/Benefits & Get Home 
More! FT/PT, Local, Re-
gional, OTR & O/O Wel-
come! 800-777-1753 x206.  3p

Motley Express now 
hiring PT positions, eve-
nings and weekends . 
Must be flexible, self  mo-
tivated and work well with 
others. Join our team. Ap-
ply within. 1000 Hwy. 10 
Motley, 218-352-6000.  2-3c

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Staples True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 26tfc

 FOR SALE
309

Miscellaneous
JOHN DEERE HEAT-

ER: 190,00 BTU, used very 
little, less than 1 yr. old. 
218-924-2741.  3p

PLAT BOOKS AVAIL-
ABLE NOW IN COLOR: 
Crow Wing, Morrison, 
Todd and Wadena counties, 
$40 plus $2.95 tax. Staples 
World Offi ce. 38tfx

WANTED TO 
BUY
501

Miscellaneous
FREE DROP OFF: Mi-

crowaves, Air Condition-
ers, Water Heaters, Gas 
Grills, Propane Tanks, 
Furnaces, Lawn Mowers, 
Refrigerators, Freezers, 
Washers, Dryers, Misc. 
Iron and Scrap. Christ-
mas Tree Lights. WE BUY 
CANS AND BATTERIES. 
NO: TV's, Electronics, Mat-
tresses, Tires, Household 
trash. Call for information: 
218-639-0150. Card Auto, 
27593 Todd Line Rd, Sta-
ples.  36tfc

WANTED TO BUY: 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS. 
218-639-5509. 2-7p

REAL ESTATE
602

Apartments 
for Rent

STAPLES: Studio apart-
ment, newly remolded, 
heat/water furnished. Non 
smoking, no pets. $500/mo. 
218-894-3891.  2-4p

STAPLES: Downtown, 
1 - 2 bdrm., recently remod-
eled,  NO pets, non smok-
ing, 218-894-3108. 6tfc

Time to switch gears?

Visit Lakewood’s website for a new career 
switch at lakewoodhealthsystem.com.

cl3-4c

Central Todd County Care Center
RN and LPN 

positions available
We are in search of someone who is looking for a rewarding job in 

the Nursing field. Various shifts now available for RN or LPN. 
Must be a TEAM player and possess a special interest in working 

with Long Term Care residents, families, and visitors.
CTCCC offers a wide variety of benefits 
and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Contact Amanda Rickbeil: arickbeil@ctcccinc.com 
or call 218-756-3636 ext. 12

Pick up an application in the Business Office during business hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., or after hours at the Nurse’s Station 

Central todd County Care Center is loCated in Clarissa, Mn.

cl50-5c

See complete job postings and apply online by 4 p.m. 
01/26/18 at http://www.clcmn.edu/human-resources/

academic-and-administrator-job-opportunities/ 

For further info. contact Human Resources, CLC, 501 W College 
Dr., Brainerd MN  56401, 218-855-8050 MN Relay Users 7-1-1.

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Educator/Employer.
A member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System.

Central Lakes College is accepting applications for 
the following full-time faculty vacancies to begin 
fall semester of the 2018-2019 Academic Year:

 •Heavy Equipment Maintenance 
Instructor, Staples Campus.

•Music Instructor, Brainerd Campus.

Brainerd & Staples

cl
3c

Staples World4b Thursday, October 22, 2009

Please mail completed form and payment to:
Staples World, Box 100, Staples, MN 56479

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______   _______   _______

_______   _______   _______ 

Your ad will be printed as you write it. 
Please print clearly, one word per space.

Cost of Ad
 First 15 words for one week  $7.25 
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______

         OR First 15 words for three weeks  $16.00
 Add for number of words over 15 ____ x 20¢ = _______
 Add $3 for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED _______
 indicate which word(s) is/are to be bold or capitalized

 Add $10 for Blind Box _______
 TOTAL enclosed _______ 

“Card of Thanks” and “In Memoriam” are 20¢ per word with 
no minimum. Number of words ____ x 20¢ = _______ 
 TOTAL enclosed _______

Use additional paper 
if necessary. 

Thank you for your order!

Please check your ad the first day. 
Refunds or credit will not be given for errors 

brought to our attention after the second 
publication. We are not responsible for errors due 

to illegible copy or missing punctuation. 

Name ____________________ Phone ______________

Address  ______________________________________

City ___________________ State ____  Zip _________

Classification # 

Classified Ad Order Form

Classifications

Place your Classified Ad 
for only $725/wk.

Your ad will appear first on Thursday in the 

and online at www.staplesworld.com

It will repeat Sunday in the

taples orldS W
S
u
n
d
a
y

Both publications and
Internet  for One P rice!

Payment must accompany the order.
Use form below or click on www.staplesworld.com

DEADLINE:  5 p.m. Monday

The publishers liability for errors in an advertisement or for failure to 
publish the ad shall be limited to publishing the ad in a subsequent issue 
or for the refund of any monies paid for an ad not run (and out of date for 
subsequent issues) providing the advertiser reports the error or omission 
immediately after it occurs.

All advertising copy is subject to the approval of the general manager. 
We will not accept ads from anyone with a past due account.

Regarding sex or age preference in help wanted advertising in accor-
dance with the rules adopted by the Civil Rights Commission, the Staples 
World, Sunday Square Shooter and Heartland Market cannot accept help 
wanted advertising copy which in any way expresses a sex or age prefer-
ence on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement unless the 
advertiser files an affidavit with the newspaper justifying the sex or age 
preference on the basis of a bonafide occupational requirement.

All real estate and rental advertising in these publications is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which made it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin or any intention to make any such preference limi-
tation or discrimination.” These publications will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate or rental which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

The Fine Print

lassifiedsC
NOTICES

101

Card of Thanks
We wish to thank all 

who made our 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary so mem-
orable. Special thanks 
to Father Scott for his 
prayers and blessing. To 
all of  our children, grand-
children,  g reat -g rand-
children and our friends 
for their cards and phone 
calls. God bless all of  you.
 Ken and Kathy 
 Richardson
 41p

103
Lost and Found

FOUND: after Firearm 
Safety Field Day, Oct. 10, 
black/grey fur bomber hat 
and camo shooting gloves, 
green wool gloves, black 
gloves/grey trim, pair of  
prescription glasses/dark 
frame. To pick up call Ham-
bergs Auto Repair at 218-
894-2255. All items will be 
donated after Oct. 31. 41x

106
Personals

WANTED: Female com-
panion, active, sense of  hu-
mor, likes sports, movies, 
dining out. Write and in-
clude phone #, P.O. Box 72, 
Staples, MN 56479. If  you 
have responded–Send 
again, as the Post Offi ce 
forgot to put a name on 
box No. 72.  34-43p

49 yr.  old Brainerd 
man, looking for 35-50 yr. 
old woman. 218-838-4110.
 41-43p

SERVICES & 
EMPLOYMENT

202
Childcare 
Providers

KIDS KOUNTRY KAS-
TLE now has infant, tod-
dler and pre-school open-
ings. A lot of  pre-school 
activities scheduled indoor 
and outside, 27 years of  ex-
perience, training includ-
ing CPR and First Aid. On 
PCI food program and have 
a daily assistant. This is a 
loving, nurturing environ-
ment located in the safety 
and security of  the coun-
try. Call Deb at 218-894-2103.
 40-43p

N E W  DAY  C A R E 
NOW OPEN - BUSY BEE 
CHILD CARE: Calm, fun, 
loving home close to 3M in 
Staples. Nutritious meals 
(including homemade baby 
food), have structured and 
free play that focuses on 
their development. All ages 
welcome. Call Susannah @ 
218-296-1752. 41-44p

205
Help Wanted

MYSTERY SHOPPERS 
Earn up to $100/day. Under-
cover shoppers needed, to 
judge retail and dining es-
tablishments. Experience 
not required. 888-727-0603.
 40-43p

WANTED:  Good par-
ents who want to become 
even better parents. Join 
us at our free Circle of  Par-
ents group each Monday 
evening, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
in the Staples Elementary 
School Library. Free child-
care. For more information, 
call Bob at 218-640-7035. 41p

The Wadena County 
Highway Department is 
taking applications to cre-
ate an eligibility list for 
possible future hiring of  
individuals to fill Main-
tenance Worker III posi-
tions in the Maintenance 
Division. This is a FT per-
manent position within 
the department. The pri-
mary role of  this position 
is to safely perform gener-
al road and bridge mainte-
nance activities in variable 
work environments. Gen-
eral maintenance activi-
ties shall include but not 
be limited to truck driv-
ing for snow removal and 
ice control, crack sealing, 
crack and pothole filling, 
roadside vegetation con-
trol, gravel shouldering, 
road re-graveling, culvert 
installation, sign main-
tenance light and heavy 
equipment operation, as-
sisting in routine servic-
ing and maintenance of  
equipment and trucks, 
and working with hand 
and shop tools. Qualifi ca-
tions: The requirements 
for this position are: High 
school diploma - CDL driv-
er license. Compensation: 
this position is a Grade 51 
with a pay range of  $13.24 - 
$19.04 per hour. The actual 
pay will be dependant on 
the individual’s skills and 
experience. Applications 
can be obtained and re-
turned to the County Af-
firmative Action Officer 
located in the Auditor’s Of-
fi ce of  the Wadena County 
Courthouse, 415 S. Jeffer-
son Street, Wadena, MN 
56482. hone: 218-631-7650. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, October 30, 2009. 
 39-42c

207
Equipment for 

Rent

208
Storage

209
Business 
Services

 Your major appliance 
parts source. Parts for all 
major brands. One day 
service, Miller True Val-
ue, Staples. 218-894-3263.
 38tfc

ACE IN THE HOLE 
S T U M P  G R I N D I N G. 
Clean up available. Call 
mark Kobliska for free esti-
mates. 218-820-3809, fully 
insured and satisfaction 
guaranteed.  37-42p                                    

HANDYMAN WORK: 
Snowplowing, landscaping, 
skidloader work, stump 
and brush removal and 
carpentry work.218-296-
2213, Matt. 39-44p

 FOR SALE
301

Good Things to 
Eat

PUMPKINS $2/each. 
218-894-3207. 40-42p

303
Hay, Feed, Seed

O C T O B E R  S P E -
C I A L S  a t  B J E RG A 
FEED STORES in Brain-
erd, Motley, Pine River 
and Little Falls. 10% dis-
count on all Silver Star, 
gates, panels and bale 
feeders during October.
 39-41c

50 sq bales (2nd cutting) 
alfalfa, $4. 100 bales mixed 
alfalfa/oats for horses $3. 
ALSO: Lorentz mixer mill 
$1,000. 218-894-1298. 39-42p

5x5 round bales grass/
alfalfa, $40/bale ALSO: 
small sq bales grass/hay 
and straw. 218-575-2899. 
 39-41p

Wheat and Rye straw in 
big round bales. 218-270-
0289. 40-42p

Oats straw, small bales, 
stored inside. $2.40/bale. 
Gerald Lenk, 218-894-1682. 
 40-42p

Briggs Hard Red Spring 
Wheat, approx.  180-200 bu.; 
ALSO:  2-machinist tables. 
Feeder pigs. Eggs, $1.50/
doz. 218-894-1145. 40-42p

304
Livestock

DD RANCH - Leader 
AQHA Palomino stallion, 
book now for 2010 and save 
$! Boarding, training, les-
sons (trail/arena). Horses/
saddles for sale/trade? 218-
839-0856. 38-40p

Six cows, 2 heifers, open 
red/black Angus cross. 
Healthy, hefty all natural, 
calm. 218-397-2525. 39-41p

306
Sporting Goods

300 Windchester Magum 
Model 70/scope, like new, 
$650. 218-352-6618. 41p

307
Household

Scratch and dent ap-
pliances. Energy star ap-
pliances. ComfortZone 
infared heaters. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall. 320-749-2736.       41-43p

309
Miscellaneous
TREE-RIPENED AP-

PLES - SPRAY FREE 5 va-
rieties including Honey 
Crisp, pies, jellies and cara-
mel apples. Carmel Apple 
Orchard, 26144 State 210, 
2.7 mi. west of  Staples. 12-6 
p.m. daily. 38-41p

Simplicity walk behind 
snowthrowers. No pay-
ments until Feb. 15, 2011 
to qualified buyers. Used 
snowthrowers. Evans Im-
plement, downtown Ran-
dall, 320-749-2736. 41-43p

VEHICLES
401

Automobiles
1996 Merc. Sable, 240,000 

mi., runs great despite a 
few nicks. First $500 takes. 
218-575-2845. 40-42x

2002, Chevy Venture, 
runs good,  new tires, 
$4,000/BO. 218-894-0143. 
 41-43p

402
Trucks/Vans

1995 S-Blazer, 4x4, 4dr, 
$1,495; 1988 F150, 2wd, $895; 
1985 Ranger, 4x4, $695. 218-
894-3487, dealer. 41p

Solid Waste Lead Supervisor Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Lead Supervisor position.
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, ability 
to work well with others in a supervisory capacity as well as be able 
to meet the public in a friendly and professional manner, must have a 
valid Commercial Driver’s License, must have a minimum of two years 
of computer experience involving Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel, 
must have the ability to quickly comprehend new computer software as 
needed. Must be able to handle accounts payable and accounts receivable 
for Transfer Station/Demolition Landll, must do the billing for the 
MSW Haulers/PRRF, must handle all bookkeeping for Transfer Station/
Demolition Landll, must handle all special assessments for Solid Waste, 
must handle all spreadsheet maintenance. Must have the ability to obtain 
Household Hazardous Waste certication within 6 months, must have 
the ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from the MN Pollution 
Control Agency, must be physically able to lift a minimum of 50 pounds, 
and have the physical capability to withstand manual labor tasks for 
extended periods of time. 
 Position status: non-union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours 
per week, Grade 51, Step 1, $13.24 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482.  Telephone number: (218) 631-7650.
Resumes will be considered only if accompanied 

by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Monuments
contact

Diane M. Hahn
Verndale, MN
218-445-5685 

cell 218-640-2341

Black granite on SALE!
Fergus Falls

Monument Company

cl32tfc
Avoid

Event Conflicts
Check the Events 
Calendar online at 

www.staplesworld.com
 Submit events to
 dtimbs@staplesworld.com

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS
Central Todd County Care Center,

in Clarissa, MN
has openings for Day, Evening & Night CNA 

Applicants must be 16 years of age or older and 
have CNA certication or be participating in CNA training.

CTCCC offers a wide variety of benets and 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 May apply in the business ofce or pick up an 
application after ofce hours at the nurses’ station.
If you are interested in becoming part of our team, 

please call (218) 756-3636.
cl40-41c

Solid Waste Attendant Position
Wadena County is accepting applications for the 

permanent full-time position of Solid Waste Attendant. 
 Minimum qualications: high school diploma or equivalent, 2 
consecutive years experience as a heavy equipment operator within the 
last 4 years, Class A CDL, computer experience involving Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Excel, ability to comprehend new computer 
software as needed, ability to obtain a Type III Operator’s license from 
the MN Pollution Control Agency, physically able to lift a minimum of 
50 pounds, ability to work well with the public and others. 
 Preferred qualications: knowledgeable in repair of small engines, 
some carpentry experience, some welding experience, good working 
knowledge of pumps and pump maintenance is also preferred. 
 Position status: Union position, permanent full-time, 40 hours per 
week; Grade 49, Step 1, $10.98 per hr.

Applications may be obtained and must be returned to the 
Wadena County Human Rights Ofcer (Auditor’s Ofce) at the 
Wadena County Courthouse, 415 Jefferson St. S. Wadena, MN  

56482. Telephone number: (218) 631-7650. 
Resumes will be considered only if 

accompanied by completed County application form.

Applications must be returned by 4:00 p.m., November 9, 2009.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

cl41-42c

HELP WANTED - Wadena County

Long-Term Substitute 
K-6 Elementary Instructor
The Verndale Public School has an opening for a 

Long Term Substitute K-6 Elementary Instructor. This position 
requires a current MN Department of Ed. teaching license. 

Applications are available on the Verndale School website 
http.//www.verndale.k12.mn.us/ or in the District office.

Interested individuals are to submit a letter of application, resumé, 
copy of MN teaching license and college credentials to:

Superintendent Paul Brownlow
Verndale Public School, 411 SW Brown Street, 
Verndale, MN 56481. Phone: 218-445-5184.

POSITION WILL BE OPEN UNTIL FILLED. 
Application deadline is Friday, October 30, 2009
“Verndale Public School is an Equal Opportunity Employer”

cl40-41c

Y O U R  H O M E  F O R  H E A L T H C A R E

Lakewood Health System 
is seeking candidates for the following positions: 

TENANT CARE COORDINATOR- RN
Assisted Living- Lakewood Pines/ Manor
FT; 64 hours/ pay period
Primarily day shifts; weekends involved
Current MN RN Licensure required
Candidates with previous experience preferred
Deadline:  October 27, 2009

RESPIRATORY THERAPIST
FT; 80 hours/ pay period
Variable hours and shifts; Possible weekends
CRT OR RRT credentials required
BLS/ ACLS required
Deadline:  November 2, 2009

As a growing health care system, we offer our employees 
a positive work environment, competitive pay and benefits. 

Please visit our web site at:
 www.lakewoodhealthsystem.com for details and to apply on-line.

AA/EOE

cl
42

c

THINKING ABOUT BUYING A 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY?
The Staples World and the 
Federal Trade Commisssion, the 
nation’s consumer protection 
agency, say investigate before 
you invest. Visit ftc.gov/bizopps 
to learn how to tell a real deal 
from a raw deal.

Miller True Value

Open 7 Days
Staples, MN   218-894-3263

Japke’s North 8th Street
Mini Storage, 894-1551
6x20, 10x12, 10x20, 10x24

FOR RENT

For all your paint and
wall covering needs.

Open
M-F, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m. - Noon    

CALL FOR FREE 
ESTIMATES

218-894-1551
Hwy. 10 West
Staples, MN

See US for ALL your 
carpeting needs.

JAPKE
DECORATING
Painting and Paper Hanging

Permit to Carry Class
Ed Jose

New: $75   Renewal $50

Call 218-371-2151
Multi-State

cl39tfc

NEW IN STAPLES
The Pullman
Townhomes
2 & 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
Townhomes one level, 

no steps, attached 
2 car garage. 

Available June 2017
For more info please 

call Courtyard Property 
Management

320-632-5918

Prairie  View 
Apartments 

Staples
1&2 bedrooms available 
Fireplaces, dishwashers, 
A/C, garages available, 

controlled entry.
Starting at $580.00
Call Today for 

more information
218-894-0120 
please leave message 

if no answer 

EHO
www.GraniteCityApts.com

Pinecrest Townhomes
Staples

• 2 bedrooom
Unit

Very Spacious!
Certain income restrictions 
apply.  Section 8 welcome. 

 For more information 
contact Rhea at

 D. W. Jones 
Management , Inc. 

 218-824-8403 or email 
Rheap@dwjonesmanagement.com 

Minnesota Relay 
        System 711, or (800)627-3529 
               Equal Housing opportunity

                                     Week of January14, 2018             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY 
TV, Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 
MB per second speed. No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. Faster Inter-
net. Unlimited Voice. Call 844/290-5838

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our trusted, 
local experts today! Our service is 
free/no obligation. Call 844/347-2104

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian & Inter-
national pharmacy, compare prices & get 
$25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax 
deductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH NETWORK 
190+ channels. Free install. Free hopper 
HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos.) Add 
high speed internet - $14.95 (where avail.) 
Call today & save 25%! 855/562-4309

MISCELLANEOUSSTATEWIDE ADVERTISING MISCELLANEOUS

Advertise here 
statewide in 260+ 
newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

In Case you forgot!
DEADLINES

For all classified ads,
including 

garage sales, is

5 p.m. Monday
to be published 
in Thursday’s 
Staples World.

For publication in
Saturday’s 

Staples Square Shooter
the deadline is

5 p.m. Wednesday

Subscribe
Staples World 

newspaper 
subscription

 rates, one year:

Local: $40
(Todd, Wadena, 
Morrison, Cass 

counties)

Minnesota: 
$45.

Out-of-State: 
$50.

Foreign: 
$60.

Student 
Rate: $29 
per school 

year, in-state 
(Sept.-April)

On-Line: $37
Print with 

on-line: $65

P.O. Box 100
224 4th St. NE

Staples, MN  56479
218-894-1112

www.staplesworld.com

C



Thursday, January 18, 2018Staples World 3bClassifieds/Crow Wing Currents

CONSTRUCTION

PROFESSIONAL
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Staples World 5bThursday, October 22, 2009Classifieds

• Andy Statema 320-594-2912 • Toll Free 888-594-6347

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS

• FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION
• COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS

• Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping
• Black Dirt • Gravel • Fill Dirt • Clearing & Grading • Construction & Abandonment

of Manure Pits • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

SEP-CO
Septic Pumping
Rotor Line Cleaning
Septic Installation

218-296-0438 Al Adamietz

Septics • Waterlines • Trenching • Basements • Retaining Walls
Landscaping & Site Preparation • Backhoe & Skid Loader Work 
Sewer Pipe Cleaning and Steaming • Custom Pressure Washing 

Equipment, Buildings, Driveways, etc. • Snow Plowing & Removal

PHB 
Excavating 

Inc.
Phil Bjerga

218-639-5007
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

QUALITY WORK &
PROMPT SERVICE

                                   ★ Bonded and Insured ★
Bjerga Rudy Construction

Service Since 1974
•Stumps  
•Footings 
•Black Dirt

•Septic Systems
    -All Kinds
•Water Lines
•Class Five
•Excavating

Spring SpecialsonSeptic Systems

•Fill Dirt
•Backhoe and
•Skid Loader Work

1-877-241-7248 Licensed, Bonded 
& Insured

218-
352-6451

CONSTRUCTION

  PROFESSIONAL

     PHB
SEPTIC PUMPING

MIKE 218-640-7266            PHIL 1-800-930-5007

AND 
DAD

•Septic System Design & Installation
•Inspections • Line Thawing • Sewer Service

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTO

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECTORY*DIRECT*

Bob Mueller
Financial Associate

209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161

22854B N1-07 200700115 ©2008 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Home • Auto • Cabin
Commercial • Life • Farm

Auto-Owners Insurance
Life • Home • Car • Business

218-894-3348
116 4th St. NE, Staples, MN

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 877-261-1883 (cell)

GIZA PLUMBING 
& HEATING

115 5th St. NE, Staples
COMPLETE SALES, 

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
061803PM (MARV) • 062674PM (GREG)

EST.1934 218-894-2284

  *Cabins *Home
  *Business *Farm
  *Remodeling *Repairs
  *Trenching *Locate Wire

RANDY, BR YAN & ADAM BECKER
PHONE & FAX: 218-924-2122

CELL: 320-760-0637
Lic. #20573732

Becker & Sons 
Construction, LLC

21702 Cty. 24 • Staples, MN  56479

"Since 1958"
218-894-3105

  Paving the way for you!

 LLC

212 4TH ST. NE
STAPLES, MN

218-894-2755

Dr. Peter Brenny
DENTAL CLINIC

EMERGENCY & 
NEW PATIENTS 

WELCOME

•General  •Lot Clearing     
•Storm Damage Clean Up

•Stump Grinding •Brushing
•55 ft. Bucket Truck

218-894-2871

PAUL DRAKE
    TREE SERVICE

SINCE 1978

Why cut corners on
CAR INSURANCE?

Get the right coverage at the right price for you
 Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
    LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you.

Tom Good, Ins. Agency Inc. • Tom Good, Agent
812 4th St. NE, Staples, MN • 218-894-1717 / 800-450-6183

•SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•INSPECTIONS
•ALL TYPES OF 

EXCAVATION AND 
DEMOLITION

FOR THE 
BEST PRICE 

ON ......
CALL

218-631-3389
OR

218-639-5285

AL ROGGENKAMP & SONS
EXCAVATING & TRENCHING

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Pro Carpet Care
Jake Rosenthal

Owner/Operator
(formerly owned by Chuck Holst)

(218) 894-1441
Professional, Commercial Carpet

Upholstery Cleaning•Floor Stripping and Waxing
No mileage charges * Free estimates
STAPLES & SURROUNDING AREA.

Steve’s Auto Repair
corner of 23 and Hwy. 10, Verndale

*Tune-ups
*Exhaust 
*Welding
*Computer 
diagnostics

*Oil changes
*Shocks & 
struts *Tires

70’ cert. 
scale. 

Buying junk 
cars & machinery 

by the ton!

APP’T: 218-445-6885

404
Farm Equipment

Metal corn bin, 200 bu, 
8’ auger, $650/BO. 218-894-
0143. 41-43p

406
Parts and Repair

Paying $100 for most 
complete junk cars/trucks. 
$200 and up for special ve-
hicles. Will haul. 218-330-
7108. 40-42p

REAL 
ESTATE

602
Apartments for 

Rent
One and two bdr m. 

downtown Staples, recent-
ly remodeled, no pets, non 
smoking. 218-894-3108. 6tfc

FREE HEAT:  Nicer 
2 bdrm, great location, 
move in today. 218-894-1606.
 34tfc

One bdr m, upstairs, 
Staples, between library’s 
$400/mo. util. incl. 218-330-
0009. 39-41p

Upscale 1 bdrm., fur-
nished, util. paid except 
phone/internet. Nicest 
around. Lease req. $450/
mo., non smoking, no pets. 
218-894-3356. 39-41p 

NORTH BEACH RENT-
ALS  1-2 bdrms. 218-894-
0572. 39-41p

Two bdrm in Staples w/
garage/deck. No pets. $415/
mo. 218-894-3606. 39-41p

TWO
bedroom 
apartment 

available 
now.

Sunny Pines 
Apts. in Motley

Tenant must be income 
eligible, 62 years or 

older, handicapped or 
disabled. Heat, water, sewer, 

electric provided.
Call Judy Meyer, 

Manager at:

320-468-0016MOTLEY, MINN.

COMBINED INSURANCE 
is seeking a sales agent for local area. 
Paid training and comprehensive benefi ts 
package. Complete training. Non-licensed 
candidates encouraged to apply. Call/e-
mail Sarah at 866/367-5693 or sarah.
schaefer@combined.com EOE-M/F/D/V  

ABLE TO TRAVEL: 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation & lodging 
furnished, expense paid training.  Work/
travel entire U.S.  Start immediately  
www.protekchemical.com  Call 
208/591-0619 

29 SERIOUS PEOPLE 
wanted! Use your computer work from 
anywhere! Request online info. Set-up 
phone interview. Serious people only. 
www.PTIMENTOR.com

DRIVERS NEEDED: 
Make $42,000+ your fi rst year driving! 
Great benefi ts! No experience neces-
sary. Training classes start weekly in 
Monticello, Saint Paul and Pine City. Call 
877/459-6044  

 ALL CASH VENDING! 
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own 
local vending route. Includes 25 machines 
and candy all for $9,995. 888/776-3066  

DISH NETWORK  
$19.99/mo, why pay more for TV? 100+ 
channels. Free 4-room install. Free HD-
DVR. Plus $600 sign-up bonus. Call now! 
866/690-3219  

FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION 
100+ Minnesota Homes. REDC | Free 
Brochure www.Auction.com. Brkr 
40040398  
 

FACTORY PRE-FAB 
HOMES LIQUIDATION 

Save 50%++! Manufacturer must 
sell pre-engineered building systems 
from bankrupt project. Example: Top 
quality 792SF certifi ed package sacrifi ce 
$9,975.00! Other sizes to 2484SF - First 
come! Green-R-Panel: 800/871-7089. 
Immediate/Spring 2010 delivery available.  

GRAIN PROCESSING PLANT 
for sale ND going concern; excellent 
condition. Equipped for food grade, 
certifi ed seed, most grains. Rail 
access. Room for expansion. Contact: 
plantsale175@gmail.com   

ONE PIECE HYDRAULIC DOORS 
by Schweiss Doors. “New” hydraulic 
doors for farmshops/airplane hangars. 
Low headroom required, easy to install. 
Visit us at www.bifold.com 800/746-8273  

FOR SALE 
Steel buildings, main frame, custom 
built, any size building. Complete with 
doors and windows. Contact Schweiss 
507/426-8273  

LAND FORECLOSURE 
Southern Colorado 35 Acres - $29,900. 
Rocky Mtn. views, Warranty deed survey, 
utilities. Enjoy 300 days of sunshine. Low 
down payment. Call today! 866/696-5263 
x5356 www.coloradolandbargains.com  

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FOR SALE

BUILDING STRUCTURES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

LOTS & ACREAGE

 HOMES FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS FOR SALE

Advertise here statewide in 240 newspapers 
for only $199 per week! Call 800-279-2979.

is now accepting applications 
for a 2-bedroom accessible 
unit and a 2-bedroom unit.

We are offering $300 off 
rst month’s rent. Certain 
income restrictions apply. 

Section 8 welcome.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

D.W. Jones
Management Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
Phone (218) 824-8403 

Fax (218) 824-1689
Minnesota Relay System 711.

cl
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PINECREST 
TOWNHOMES, Staples

EHO

Prairie View 400
Rent based on income for 

the elderly, disabled or those 
receiving SSI Assistance.

1 bedroom apartments include: 
new ooring, new appliances, on 
site laundry, noon meals & mail 
delivery, activities, community 

room, companionship. Refund for 
a portion of your rent. Heat Paid!

Prairie View 400
410 4th Ave. S, Box 108, 

Long Prairie, MN  56347  
320-732-6940

EHO cl31-34c

Staples Square 
Apartments

Affordable one and two 
bedroom available 
immediately. Heat/

garage INCLUDED in 
rent. Senior/

Handicapped/Disabled.
Income guidelines apply.

Contact Carol
612-751-1686.

TDD #711.
CEPCO MANGEMENT INC. 

is an Equal Housing 
Opportunity provider.

cl
9-

12
c
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Let us make 
the move easier 
- $300 off rst 

month’s.
We are accepting 
applications for 

2 bedroom units.
We do accept Section 8.
For more information contact:

On-site caretaker
218-894-0120; 

or D.W. Jones 
Management, Inc.

Toll Free (888) 825-8403
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Country Terrace
Apts. in Motley,

NOW ACCEPTING 
applications for 

2 and 3 bedroom apts. 
Laundry room 

facilities on site. The 
rent is based on just 
30% of your monthly 

adjusted gross income.
For applications 

and qualications, 
contact: Gwen at 
(218) 751-4265 ext. 0

An Equal Housing Opportunity.

EASTWOOD 
APARTMENTS

in Motley.
is accepting 

applications for 2 & 3 
bedroom apartments.

Laundry facilities on site. 
Garages included 
with apartment. 
All utilities paid. 

Applications are available 
in entrance at:

956 Hwy. 10 S., Motley, MN.
For information and

qualications, contact:
Gwen at 

(218) 751-4265 ext. 0.
An Equal Housing Opportunity.

cl
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Immediate 
Openings

BERTHA MANOR 
APARTMENTS

Handicapped accessible, 
elderly or disabled. 
One bedroom only. 
Rent includes heat, 

electric, water. 
30% total gross income.

   CONTACT:
 Kelly, 218-924-2986
 Equal Housing Opportunity

AYNE’S

LECTRIC
 OF STAPLES, INC.

For All Your Electrical Needs
218-894-4383 

or 218-820-1883 (cell)

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sellnow 
Law Office, P.A.
Thomas H. Sellnow*

sellnowt@sellnowlaw.com

Jason R. Sellnow
sellnowj@sellnowlaw.com

218-894-4618 • 133 4th St. NE, Staples
229 Central Ave., Long Prairie 

320-732-1919 • Toll free: 877-297-1125
*Thomas Sellnow is a Real Property Law Specialist certified 

by Real Property Section of Minnesota State Bar Association.

www.sellnowlaw.com

• Estate Planning
• Real Estate
• Title Insurance
• Personal Injury

• Family Law
• Business Law
• Elder Law
• Auto Accidents

• Probate and Trusts

Small Engine Repair

218-894-1080
Staples Ace Hardware
Sales-Service-Repair

Authorized.....
Stihl, MTD, Murray, Scag, 
Briggs & Stratton, Poulan

Long Prairie
Sanitary Service

1-320-732-6464 or 1-888-878-5578

Residential, Commercial and 
Roll-Off Service in the City 
of Staples and surrounding 
area, including the Motley 

and Lincoln Lakes area.

SW
 2
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8 

w
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

• PLUMBING
• HEATING
• AIR CONDITIONING
• GEOTHERMAL
• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• REMODEL
• SERVICE

MN LIC. #PC644417
218-894-2284

WWW.CALLGIZA.COM

Dr. Peter Brenny
Dentist

218-894-2755
212 4th St. NE, Staples

•Staples only 
resident Dentist!

•Staples most 
experienced Dentist!

*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY*SERVICE DIRECTORY

classif. weekly folder on public: 2018 SD changed wk#3   6X12”

Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 
Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

Fill • Peat • Ponds • Demolition • Hauling • Landscaping
Recycled Concrete and Asphalt

 LLC
Asphalt Paving • Seal Coating • Excavating • Driveways 

Roads • Parking Lots • Site Prep • Gravel • Rock • Black Dirt 

SINCE
1958

PAVING THE WAY FOR YOU! 
Staples, MN  56479
218-894-3105

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-free 888-602-4942

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-free 888-602-4942

27193 N10-11

Registered Representatives for securities and investment advisory services offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-free 888-602-4942

Robert M Mueller, FIC
Financial Associate
209 4th St. NE
Staples, MN. 56479
218-894-2161
Toll-Free 888-602-4942

20328  R3-14

Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 
Appleton, WI. Not all products are available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services are offered 
through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a FINRA and SIPC 
member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered representatives 
of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are also licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent. 
For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota
Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)

WHATEVER YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS ...

We’ll help you reach them.
Thrivent Financial offers a full range of products 
and services to help you achieve financial 
security, including: 

• Life insurance
• Mutual funds
• Health insurance

• Annuities
• Retirement options

We’ll create a financial strategy that reflects your goals 
and values.  

Robert M Mueller 
CLTC®, FIC  
Financial Consultant 
209 4th St NE
Staples, MN 56479 
Office: 218-894-2161  
Toll free: 888-602-4942 

Septic Tank Pumping & Cleaning
Altrichter

Excavation & Septic Service
•Compliance Inspections  •Septic Installation & Design

MN State Certified

6685 330th St., Cushing, MN. 56443, 218-575-2222 or 218-746-4154

Why cut corners on CAR INSURANCE?
Get the right coverage at the right price for you

Daniel Douts, Ins. Agency • Daniel Douts, Agent 
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial
P040029 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) Bloomington, IL

218-894-1717 Staples, MN

Rudy Bjerga
SEWER SERVICE
*Design *Black Dirt

*Water Lines
218-640-1549

Statema Backhoe Service, LLC
MPCA CERTIFIED SEPTIC SYSTEMS
•FREE ESTIMATE FROM DESIGN TO INSTALLATION 

•COMPLIANCE INSPEC TIONS
Site Prep • Basements • Waterlines • Driveways • Landscaping • Black 

Dirt • Gravel • Construction & Abandonment of Manure Pits • Fill Dirt 
Clearing & Grading • Ditch Cleaning • Snow Plowing: Commercial & Residential
    Andy Statema  •320-594-2912 • 320-594-6347

LICENSED
BONDED

INSURED

Barnett’s Sewer Service LLC
Formerly Lundberg Sewer Service

**Sewer Line Jet Thawing**

•LIC. # L2770 • BONDED • INSURED
218-746-3757 - 218-575-2262 - 218-352-6892

Anderson Septic Service

Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Like us on facebook

Local Service • Local Pricing 
andersonsepticservice@gmail.com
218-296-2835

Yard Friendly Truck
Licensed   Bonded   Insured

Staples • Motley • Pillager

415 US Hwy. 10, Staples
•Flooring

•Sales •Service
•Installation •Repair

•Custom Rugs 
•Carpet Binding 

cale_simkins@yahoo.com

Cale J Simkins. Owner
Call For Appointment
320-248-1700
Serving Greater Minnesota

Pillager firefighters express thanks 
to outgoing chief and his wife
to be more dedicated.

Greg Ringler will be tak-
ing over as Pillager Fire 
Chief  and Randy wishes 
him all the best. 

When asked what he 
thinks is the hardest thing 
firefighters will face in the 
future, Randy mentioned 
that they will need to be 
prepared to keep up with 
more and more runs. Every 
year that number keeps 
growing.

To those considering 
joining the fire department, 
Randy advises them to “be 
sure to get the blessing of  
your spouse or significant 
other.” He went on to say 
that they should explain to 
their loved one that the pag-
er may go off  in the middle 
of  Thanksgiving dinner, or 
the day after Christmas...
things he certainly experi-
enced during his four-plus 
decades on the department.

He never considered it 
work, Randy said. “I con-

sidered it a privilege and 
an honor to help people in 
need.”

In reading through posts 
at the Pillager Fire Depart-
ment’s Facebook page, it’s 
clear that Randy was a 
highly respected chief  and 
will be missed.

One of  those posts is in-
cluded below:

“Randy we, as YOUR 
F I R E F I G H T E R S ,  s a y 
THANK YOU! Thank you 
for believing in us, teach-
ing us and guiding us. 
Thank you for making Pil-
lager Area Fire & Rescue 
what it is today. We will 
always be proud to have 
served with you! We hope 
you are able to enjoy more 
fishing trips, more camp-
ing trips and more deer, 
coyote and duck hunting. 
We are sure we will be call-
ing you with questions as 
we make this transition.

“And, Kathy, we THANK 
YOU. For the countless 
hours you have invested 
in this department as well. 
For the times Randy had 
to leave in the middle of  
dinner, unable to attend a 
birthday party or anniver-
sary or woke you up in the 
middle of  the night when 
his pager went off. Randy 
could not have done his job 
as chief  as well as he did 
without you. He has told 
us that many times. Your 

dedication as a firefighter’s 
wife is not overlooked and 
we thank you for your ser-
vice as well.

“We wish you both the 
best of  luck in the future. 
We love you very much and 
you will ALWAYS be a part 
of  our FIRE FAMILY.”

Thankful
Randy Lee is thank-

ful for the opportunity to 
have served on the Pil-
lager Fire Department for 
over four decades. He’s 
proud to have served as 
chief for 28 of those years. 
(Staples World photo by 
Dawn Timbs)

FIRE CHIEF continued from page 4b

- o -
“I considered it 
a privilege and 

an honor to help 
people in need.”

Randy Lee, Pillager

- o -

Recent reports from the Motley Police 
Department (MPD) and the Morrison 
County Sheriff’s Office  (MCSO) included 
the following:

Jan. 4 - The MPD issued a citation to 
Zoe Biggs, 19, for no proof  of  insurance.

Jan. 9 - The MCSO received a report of  
burglary from a resident at the 900 block 
of  Hwy 10 in Motley.

Jan. 9 - The MCSO received a report of  
harrassment from a resident at the 2000 
block of  Azalea Rd., Motley. Case is under 
investigation.

Jan. 7 - The MCSO responded to a re-
port of  a one-vehicle accident on 330th 
St. near Maple Lane, Motley. Driver was 
uninjured and the telephone pole was not 
blocking the roadway. Crow Wing Power 
was dispatched.

Jan. 6 - The MCSO received a report of  

a ‘No Passing Sign’ on Dove Rd. in Cush-
ing that had been knocked over. Sign was 
located between 320th and 330th Streets.

Jan. 5 - The MCSO received a report of  
a barn on fire at the 3000 block of  270th St., 
Cushing. Deputies arrived on scene and 
secured the roadway to allow Randall Fire 
to arrive on scene. The deputy then spoke 
with the owner, Douglas Rahn, who stated 
no one was in the barn. Deputies stood 
by while the fire was contained and then 
cleared.

Jan. 4 - The MCSO received a report 
from the Cass County Sheriff’s Office re-
garding a CSC (Criminal Sexual Conduct) 
case that occurred approximately 16 years 
ago in Morrison County. This case is un-
der further investigation. According to 
the report, the address involved is at the 
9000 block of  East River Rd., Pillager.

Law enforcement reports, Motley

One person sustained non-life threat-
ening injuries in a two-vehicle accident 
north of  Motley Jan. 15, shortly after 5 
p.m.

The Cass County incident involved a 
2017 Mack Semi truck and a 2005 Chevro-
let Trailblazer. It took place at Hwy 64 and 
124th St. SW in May Township.

According to the Minnesota State Pa-
trol, the semi truck, driven by Dale Leon-
ard Rafteseth, 55, of  Albany, was south-
bound on Hwy 64 near 124th St. SW, when 
it began to slow down for debris in the 
roadway. 

At the same time, the Trailblazer, driv-
en by Susan Kay Peet, 55, of  Staples,  was 

also traveling south on Hwy 64 and came 
into contact with the rear of  the semi 
truck. Peet’s passenger, Kaitlyn Anna 
Hanson, 16, of  Lakeville, was transported 
by ambulance to Lakewood Health System 
Hospital in Staples and treated for non-life 
threatening injuries.

Other first responders at the scene in-

cluded Cass County Sheriff’s Office, Mot-
ley Fire Department and Staples Ambu-
lance.

Snow and ice were contributing factors 
to the accident, state patrol said. Alco-
hol was not involved and all parties were 
wearing seatbelts.

Snow and ice contributing factors in two-vehicle crash on Hwy 64

an, and Wisconsin. This 
has been an uphill battle 
with the federal courts in 
the past and promises to be 
a challenge in the future. 
The wolf  population in 
northwest Minnesota has 
taken a real toll on livestock 
and moose. In 2018  it will 
be interesting to see if  any 
progress can made legisla-
tively regarding delisting 
of  the wolf, making it pos-
sible to hunt or trap them.

CWD
Chronic Wasting Dis-

ease, a slow developing 
disease that can kill deer, 
moose, elk and caribou, has 
been found in a number of  
deer in southeast Minne-
sota over the past few years.  
The very good news is that 
testing done in central Min-
nesota did not find any new 

cases. No one knows how 
the disease got into south-
eastern Minnesota but we 
now know that we must be 
vigilant in keeping the dis-
ease out of  the rest of  the 
state. The cooperation from 
hunters to keep this disease 
at bay has been excellent.  

AIS
Aquatic Invasive Species, 

a term that has become too 
recognizable because of  
zebra mussels, spiny water 
fleas, curly pond leaf  and 
other invasive plants and 
organisms that are now 
found in Minnesota lakes 
and rivers where they are 
creating serious problems.  
Only about five percent of  
Minnesota waters are cur-
rently infected with these 
invasive species but un-
fortunately the number of  

lakes and rivers at risk is 
growing every year. It’s up 
to all of  us to do our best to 
prevent the further spread 
of  these species to waters 
not yet infected. This is a 
battle that’s not going to go 
away but one we must con-
tinue to fight.

Loss of habitat
From Minnesota prai-

ries to the great forests 
of  the north we’re slowly 
losing habitat for wildlife. 
Now is not the time to stop 
the fight to preserve the 
habitat that we have left. 
There is hope. Great work 
is being done by groups like 
the Minnesota Deer Hunt-
ers Association, Ducks Un-
limited, Pheasants Forever 
and Trout Unlimited and 
other groups.

A few examples that need attention
ISSUES continued from page 1b 
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Staples Area Church Directory
Staples
Staples Alliance
 1512 8th St. NE, Staples ........218-894-2891
Pastor Bob Hepokoski, Paul Johnson
Mark Shea, Pastor of Student Ministries 
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 AWANA. ........................................6:15 p.m.

Assembly of God
914 3rd Ave. NE, Staples .......... 218-894-1081
Pastor Roy Miles
Youth Pastor Julie Boone 
 Discipleship Class ..........................9:15 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Prayer .............................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Sonlight & Youth ..........................6:30 p.m.

Church of Christ
27343 490th St., Staples ............218-894-2609
Pastor Barry Klein
Website: www.stapleschurchofchrist.org
 Bible School (youth and adult) .....9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY:
 Teen Youth/Adults Bible Study .....6:30 p.m.

Congregational Church, UCC
204 5th St. NE, Staples ............. 218-894-2571
 Worship .........................................9:30 a.m.
 Fellowship, refreshments following service

Faith Lutheran
430 12th Street. NE., Staples .....218-894-1546
Pastor: Carl Larson
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School and 
 Coffee Fellowship ........................10:05 a.m.

Sacred Heart Church
310 4th St. NE, Staples
Church ........................................218-894-2296 
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Coordinator: 
Monica J. Simmons ...... 218-414-0081 cell/text
MASS:
 Thursday and Friday .....................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday  ......................................5:00 p.m.
 Sunday ..........................................8:30 a.m.

Seventh Day Adventist
421 Dakota Ave. SE, Staples
218-894-0033
 Saturday Worship ........................10:45 am.
 Sabbath School .............................9:30 a.m.

Thomastown Covenant
15940 251st Ave., Staples ..........218-894-3923
Pastor Nathan Hillman
 Sunday School ..............................9:45 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

Trinity Lutheran
1000 4th St., NE, Staples ...........218-894-2372
Rev. Robin Collins
 Sunday Divine Service ..................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School & Bible Class .......10:15 a.m.

United Methodist
310 5th St. NE, Staples ..............218-894-2248
Pastor Greg Leslie
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.

(Nursery Available for Sunday Worship)
 Sunday School (for grades K-12 and adults)
  ........................................... 9:15-10:15 a.m.
 
Aldrich
Congregational, United 
Church of Christ
One block S. of Hwy. 10, Aldrich 
Pastor Dave Seaton ...................218-445-5831
 Sunday Worship, ..........................  9:00 a.m.
 Communion .................1st Sunday of Month

Balsamlund Lutheran
19550 490th Street, Aldrich
Eric Clapp ..........................701-261-2394 (cell)
 Sunday Worship ............................8:15 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.
 
Cushing
Bethany Lutheran
25430 Bison Rd.Cushing, MN 
320-749-2140
www.bethanylutherancushing.com.
Rev. Jean M. Megorden
Lay Pastor Bob Mueller
Sunday Worship .................................9:00 a.m

Lincoln Evangelical Free
1354 320th St., Cushing .............218-575-2449 
www.lincolnefree.org Facebook Lincoln E Free
Offi ce Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Senior Pastor: Donald Reigstad
Pastor: Jim Brown
Youth Coordinator: Kelly Gelle
SUNDAY
 Sunday School for all ages ...........9:00 a.m.
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Praise & Prayer ............................4:30 p.m. 
 Kids’ Club ......................................6:00 p.m.
 Jr./Sr. Forge Youth Group ............6:00 p.m.
 
Cushing Baptist
26298 Bear Rd., Cushing
www.cushingbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Dan Holmes ....................320-749-2583
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Bible study ....................................7:30 p.m.

Leaf  River Township
The Old Country Church
Leaf River Twp., Wadena County Rd. 6
 Info. 218-837-5690 Open by arrangement

Leader
Swan Valley Lutheran
Leader .......................................218-397-2470
Pastor David Stevens
 Sunday Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.

Maple Hill Lutheran
Pastor David Stevens
Leader .........218-397-2470 (Rural Pine River)
 Worship and Sunday School .........9:00 a.m.

Motley
Motley Free Methodist 
33 Wellwood St. E 
Motley 56466 .............................218-352-6888
Pastor Jim Johnson
 Sunday Worship ..............9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY 
 Kids Club .............................. 4:00-5:30 p.m.
 Youth Group ........................ 5:30-7:30 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran
497 3rd Ave. S, Motley ...............218-352-6399
Pastor Vicar Paul Koehler
 Sunday School and Bible Class .....8:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.

St. Michael
1st St. and Birch, Motley ............218-894-2296
Pastor Fr. Joe Korf
MASS:
 Tuesday .........................................6:30 p.m,
 Wednesday....................................8:30 a.m. .
 Saturday .......................................7:00 p.m.
 Sunday ........................................10:30 a.m.

United Methodist
847 3rd Ave. S. Lane, Motley .....218-352-6466
Pastor Greg Leslie
www.motleyumc.org
 Sunday Worship Service................9:00 a.m.
 Monday AA meeting.....................8:00 p.m.

Oylen
Oylen Alliance
Cty. Rds, 7 and 9, Oylen
218-472-3440 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday School ............................10:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ...........................11:00 a.m

Pillager
First Lutheran Church
717 River Street S, Pillager, MN
218-746-3775
Pastor Hector Merced
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday School ..............................8:30 a.m.

Casino Assembly of God
Pastor Dan Johnson
N. of Motley, Hwy. 64, E. on Cty 34 to Cty. 104. 
Phone ........................................218-746-3839
 Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.
 Worship .......................................10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship ............................7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY ....................................7:00 p.m.

First Baptist
903 River Street South, Pillager
Pastor Jake Anderson  
218-746-3768
curious@fbcpillager.com
 Worship Gathering .....................10:00 a.m.
 Connection Point ...........................9:30 a.m.
 (serving coffee and donuts)
 

Hewitt
Church of the Nazarene
114 Front Street, P.O. Box 146 Hewitt, MN
218-924-2028
Pastor Wayne Hoffert
 Sunday School ...............................9:30 a.m
 Sunday Worship .............. 10:45 a.m./6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Prayer ...........................................7:00 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church 
(LCMS)
524 Front Street, PO Box 116, Hewitt, MN
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ..........................10:30 a.m.
 
Verndale
Verndale Alliance
109 NW Brown Street, Verndale, MN 56481
218-445-5619 
Senior Pastor Tony Stanley
Heath Belknap, Pastor of Student Ministries
 Sunday Worship ............................9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Bible Fellowship Classses
  ...............................................11-11:45 a.m.

Family Life Church 
402 NE Clark Drive, Verndale
Church ........................................218-445-5568
VerndaleFLC@gmail.com
Pastor Amos Self ...................... 218-371-7189
Childrens’ Pastor Kenneth Kjeldergaard
 Prayer ...........................................8:30 a.m.
 Coffee & Fellowship ......................8:45 a.m.
 Worship ....................... 9:10 and 11:00 a.m.
 Prayer or Life Groups ...................6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
  6:00 p.m. .................. Family fellowship meal
  6:30 p.m  ........... Ministry Groups/Bible study

Hope Chapel Alliance
18126 County Road 7, Verndale
218-445-5643 or 218-472-3316
Pastor Neal Malcore
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School ............................10:30 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Family Night .................................5:30 p.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
of Bartlett Township (LCMS)
17097 460th St. PO Box 37, Verndale
Pastor Robin Fish
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.
 WEDNESDAY
 Bible Study....................................6:30 p.m.

Verndale United Methodist
10 3rd Ave. SW, Verndale
218-445-5108
Pastor Jill Pawlowski
 Sunday Worship ............................9:00 a.m.

Central United Methodist
5 miles N on Cty Rd 26 (Nimrod tar)
Pastor Chuck Horsager
218-639-4225
 Sunday Worship ......................... 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday School .......................... 10:30 a.m.
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To all who have been disappointed with God
Pastor Bob Hepokoski, Staples Alliance Church

The Staples area Church Directory is sponsored by these businesses:

Staples World
Your community newspaper since 1890

224 4th St. NE, Staples, MN
218-894-1112

Central Building 
Supply

Bob Reeck, Manager
Hwy. 10 West, Staples, MN

Ernie’s Food Market
Groceries - Gas - Convenience - more
Staples, MN 218-894-1072

Tower Pizza
Pizza, Pasta, Salads, Sandwiches
Staples, MN 218-894-3299

Mid-Central Federal 
Savings Bank

Fully Insured to $250,000
Staples, MN 218-894-3900

Staples Veterinary 
Clinic

"Complete Animal Care"
Staples, MN 218-894-1775

Longbella Drug Store
"The Prescription Store"

2nd Ave., Staples • 218-894-2242
Motley and Pillager

Staples True Value
“Just Ask Rental”
Open 7 days a week.

Staples, MN 218-894-3263

If you’ve ever felt let down by God, you’re not 
alone. And for all who’ve felt let down by God and 
still feel distant from God because of it, I pray these 
words stir you to draw near to Him.

I recently read “God In You,” a wonderful little 
book by John Stumbo that reminds us of God’s de-
sire to reveal Himself to each of us. God wants us 
to know Him and, for our whole lives, He has been 
actively making Himself known. In response to 
those who’ve felt disappointment with God, Stumbo 
writes these very helpful words:

“We’ve been known to be very upset when He 
doesn’t come through for us as we’d expect. “‘If I 
were God, I would have never let that happen!’”  
This is really quite a silly thing to say, because, of 
course, we are not God and have absolutely no 
idea what it would be like to be God. 

There is one God.
It is not us.

This is a good thing.
 Rather than the foolishness of conjecturing what 

we would do if we were God, perhaps we’d be wiser 
to get to know the God who exists. And the God 
who exists has been seeking to reveal Himself to 
us. This is His nature. This is who He is: A relational 
God who wants to be known. Yes, even by people 
like us.” 

In times of unwanted troubles, I too, have been 
known to second-guess God. I wonder why God 
does (and doesn’t do) certain things in my life. And 
when I ask Him why, He rarely answers. Thankfully, 
over the course of years, with His help, I’ve learned 
that in those moments I don’t need to know all the 
reasons God does what He does. I just need to 
know Him, His goodness, His love, His faithfulness. 
And that’s enough. He is enough.

By Dawn Timbs,
Staples World reporter

After nearly 43 years of  
service with the Pillager 
Fire Department (PFD), 
Chief  Randy Lee resigned 
at the end of  December. 

It wasn’t an easy deci-
sion for him to make, but 
was necessary due to un-
foreseen medical issues in-
volving his wife Kathy that 
occurred last fall. 

“Kathy will need my full 
time help in the coming up 
future so because of  that I 
would not be able to devote 
enough time into being 
chief  that would be up to 
my standards,” he wrote in 

his retirement letter.
Now 63, Randy had orig-

inally planned to stay with 
the department for at least 
two more years. It was a 
career he was passion-
ate about and took great 
pride in. During his 42 1/2 
years with the PFD, Randy 
served as assistant chief  
for 10 years and chief  for 
28 years.

“This gives me great 
pride knowing that I was 
in a leader role in shaping 
this department into one 
of  the best in the area (and 
state),” Randy’s letter said. 

“This only happened be-
cause of  great team work 
by the association and the 
department members.”

Kathy shared his pas-
sion for the department. 
In his letter, Randy noted 
that Kathy had been a part 
of  the department for 40 
years. He went on to say 
that during his 28-years 
as chief, Kathy “has been 
like a full-time secretary 
to me...taking daily phone 
calls and messages, dealing 
with salesmen, handling 
deliveries, helping with 
the retreats, doing the run 
charts...and anything else I 
asked of  her.”

She was the reason that 
he was able to give so much 
time to his chief  position, 
Randy said of  his wife. Of  
the 3,915 total runs made 
while he was chief, thanks 
to Kathy, Randy personally 
made 90 percent of  those 
runs. “So this is why I feel 
that time helping others 
now would be cheating her 
of  time I should be helping 
her,” he wrote.

Last  October while 
working at her home day-
care in Pillager, Kathy suf-
fered a ruptured brain an-
eurysm. She was airlifted 
to St. Cloud Hospital where 
she remained for the next 
45 days, during which time 
she also suffered a few 
strokes. She is currently at 
home and continues to at-
tend rehab a few days each 
week. Randy said she is do-
ing better that anticipated, 
for which he is grateful.

A benefit for Kathy Lee 
is planned for Saturday, 
Jan. 20, from 4 - 7:30 p.m. 
at the Pillager Community 
Center and from 7:30 p.m. 
- closing, at the Huntin’ 
Shack in Pillager.

Randy said he is grate-
ful for the many ways the 
community has reached 
out to him and Kathy at 
this time. 

The town of  Pillager has 
been “home” for as long as 
he can remember. “I was 
bor n and raised here,” 
Randy said, adding that he 
grew up on a hobby farm 
and graduated from Pillag-
er High School in 1972.

He worked at Gamble’s 
Hardware for a few years 
prior to taking over owner-
ship and renaming it Lee’s 
Hardware. Later, he was 
employed at Hengle Con-
struction and for the past 
25 years, he and Kathy ran 
their daycare together.

All the while, firefight-
ing was a big part of  his 
life.

Things have changed 
quite a bit from when he 
first started out after high 
school. Back then, you ba-
sically “just had to sign 
up” and “have a heartbeat” 
if  you wanted to be a fire-
fighter. Today, there is a lot 
more training involved and 
more runs are required to 
be on the department.

The coverage area of  
the Pillager Fire Depart-
ment encompasses ap-
proximately 350 square 
miles. It includes the City 
of  Pillager, the townships 
of  Sylvan, Fairview, Home 
Brook, Rosing, the east 
half  of  May Township; and 
the City of  East Gull Lake.

Randy recalled some of  
the accomplishments he 
is most proud of  that took 
place during his leadership.

In addition to his hav-
ing made 90 percent of  the 
calls while he was chief, 
Randy said that he is proud 
of  his department for be-
ing able to replace all of  
their equipment once or 

twice over the years, and 
for keeping up on their 
training.

In 2001, the Pillager Fire 
Department was able to 
add a second station (Fair-
view Station); and in 2003, 
Pillager was named Minne-
sota First Response Team 
by the MN Ambulance As-
sociation. They accepted 
the award down in the 
Twin Cities, Randy shared.

As he thinks back on 
42-plus years with the de-
partment, years filled with 
night calls, pages, etc., 
Randy said it’s been very 
rewarding. Having the op-
portunity to work with a 
great group of  men and 
women he could count on 
is something he doesn’t 
take for granted.

Randy has encountered 
his fair share of  difficult 
situations during his years 
of  service.

It’s never easy to re-
spond to a call involving 
someone you know, he said. 
Randy remembers being 
paged out to a motorcycle 
accident 11 years ago. “It 
turned out to be my daugh-
ter and her boyfriend,” he 
said, adding that it was the 
assistant chief  who broke 
the news to him. 

He recalled the helpless 
feeling as he watched the 
helicopter fly away with 
Samantha. She was trans-
ported to North Memorial 
in Robbinsdale, where she 
would end up spending 
two weeks in the Intensive 
Care Unit.

Randy said he learned 
from that situation to not 
look at the faces of  the peo-
ple involved, including the 
family and friends stand-
ing by. He tries to blank 
that out so he can focus on 
doing his job.

Another difficult case he 
remembers involved a baby 
who died of  SIDS at their 
family’s daycare where he 
was working with Kathy. 
Randy did CPR on the in-
fant and said it seemed like 
forever as he waited for the 
other first responders. It’s 
a wake-up call as to how 
quickly things can change, 
Randy said.

He’s learned that as dif-
ficult as these incidents 
can be, “I didn’t cause it. 
I was there to help.” Fire-
fighters do what they can, 
he went on. “Some you 
help and some you don’t.”

There is  more help 
available today for fire-
fighters who have experi-
enced PTSD (Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder) as 
the result of  a tragic call. 
Randy mentioned they 
have brought in trained 
professionals to talk with 
the firefighters. There is 
also a number they can call 
on their own if  they need 
someone to talk to.

Medical calls have been 
a part of  the fire depart-
ment’s job description 
since he first started, Ran-
dy said. Today, about 75 - 80 
percent of  calls are medi-
cally related.

They have always aver-
aged 22 or 23 firefighters 
on the department, Randy 
said. He recalled one time 
they had 27 on the roster. 
The first woman to join 
the department was in 
1998. Today there are three 
women fire fighters on the 
roster: Sandie Youngblom, 
Cindy Eastman and Trista 
Hawkinson.

In Randy’s opinion, it’s 
getting more difficult to 
recruit people to join the 
department. He went on to 
note that in the past, there 
were more teachers who 
were firefighters, but they 
are no longer able to leave 
school when there is a call.

Randy has also noticed 
that, in general, people 
don’t want to volunteer 
their time as much as they 
used to. However, the Pil-
lager Fire Department has 
never really had to adver-
tise for firefighters,  Randy 
said. It’s been his experi-
ence that “when someone 
has the gumption to come 
and talk to you,” they seem

Pillager Fire Chief 
says ‘goodbye’
Randy Lee served 42-plus years

Randy Lee recently retired from the 
Pillager Fire Department and resigned 
as chief. During his 42 1/2 years career 
with the department he served as Asst. 
Chief for 10 years and Chief for 28 years. 
He retired earlier than he expected, due 
to unforeseen health issues of his wife, 

Kathy. A benefit for Kathy Lee is planned 
for Saturday, Jan. 20, at the Pillager 
Community Center, 4 - 7:30 p.m.; and 
at the Huntin’ Shack from 7:30 p.m. - 
closing. (Staples World photo by Dawn 
Timbs) 

Dedicated leader

See FIRE CHIEF 
on page 3b


